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4.iJ8lracl qf lIle Pror.cccU"UB of lile OOMlCil of tke GODCI'fIOr ~ al of /mllo, 
a8lem,bled fIJI' 1M ptlrPO'C of tlwki"U .Law, (CH(1 B4gulaUoliB fluder ti,e 
p'W.BilJ,U oj Ille 4.01 of l)a,·""t1le1lt 24 §" 26 ric., cap. 67. 

: Tbe COlmcil met At Government lIouse Oll Flida.y, tho 16th January, 1885. 

PRESENT: 

His Excellency the Viceroy ond Governor Genel'lll of Inuia, X.P., O.C.D., 

0.0.11.0., P.O., 0.U.8.1., O.U.I.E., presiding. 
lIia lIonour the Lieutcnnnt-Govel'nor of Dengn.I, £:.0.8.1., 0.1.1 
RiR E:r:oellencl tbe Commander.in.Obief, O.O.D., O.LB. 

1,'he llon'ble J. Gibbs, 0.8.1., O.U:. 
Lieutenant.Geileml the Hon'hle 1,'. F. "rilson, O.D., O.LB. 
1'he non'ble C. P. Ilbert, C.I.K. 
The Hon'hle Sir S. C. Bayley, X.C.S.I., C.I.X. 

Tile Hon'ble T. O. Hope, 0.8.1., C.I.E. 
The Bon'ble Sir A. Colvin, LO.K.O., O.U::. 
The Hon'bla llahAmja1 Luehmeaaur Singh, Bo.Wnr, of DurbhuDlJ1\, 

The Hon'ble J. W. Quinton. 
The Hon'ble T. M. Gibbon, C.I.B. 
The Hon'ble .Amir AU. 
The Hon'ble 'V. W. Hunter, LL.D., 0.8.1., 0.1 ••• 
The Hon'ble B. J. Reynolds. 
The Hon'ble Ro.o Saheb VishvAnD.tb NaraYAn lIa.ndlik, 0.8.1. 
The Hon'ble Pet1ri llobo.n Mukorji. 
The Hon'ble H. St. A.. Goodrich. 

BIRTHS, DEATHS AND lIARRIAGES REGISTRA'fION DILL, 
1886. 

1'bo Hon'ble )(L ILDBRT introduced the Bill to provide for the voluntary 
Registro.tion of certain Births o.nd Deatbs, for tho estabUllbmont of Gcneml 
B.eptrr OfJlces for keeping Regiatel"8 of certAin Birtlaa, Deaths aDd IIn n ~  

and fo't certain other purposes, and moved that it 1M referred to Do Select Oom-
mittee consistiDg of the non'ble Sir S. BaIley, XC1111'S. HUDter, Am(r AU alUl 
Goodrich o.ud the )loTer. 

The HOD'ble KL A:ada ALi aid :-" Tllougb I.bo.U haYO all opportunity f)f 
• lubmittiDg oortain proposals which I 1I0.VO inforlW\UylllCDtioooo to the hOD 'blo 
tho lAw Yombot' for tlte purpotlO of extendiog tho operation or this Bill, I 



o 1JIRTJlS, DEATHS AND JIAIlIlIAGES llEGlS'1'B4'1'lON. 
[Mr. Ami,. AU; Mr. Ilb(n't., [16'rn JANUARY, 

think it desirable tho.t I sbould say a few words in Council to indicate tIle 
direction to which my proposnls tend, and to draw some degree 'of public 
attention towArd. tbem. As the Bill stands at present, its operation is confined 
exclusively to those classes of the commuuity WllO are subject to the Indian 
81100eaaioll Act. I do not exaotly undentaDd the reason for confining the 
oporation bf the Bill to tbose classes, nnd it bll8 beon strongly represented to' 
me to Ul'gO upon this legislature the desirability of extending tbe benefits of . 

auch ~lI n  ~  want of wbicll ie ~~  nim,?st ~ day throughout the 

Mufnasal, to all Her :Majeaty'a 8ubjeota in India. When it is remem-
bered "lUlt lln important position the law of intestate succession holds 
in bot" the Hindu aud Mubo.mmndnn systems of jurisprudence, and the 
(Umcu\ties whioh Ilriso rcga.rtUng questions of the dates of births and 
dea.tbs of individuals, I think tile demand will not be considored to be DJll'el18On-
ILble, Besides, amongst MulUlmmndllns questions rela.ting to the cUIoOO!.lyof 
childrEo.n are oonnected l ~ll  .,vith the queation of the age of children; 

!lnd though ILmongst Hindus tIle method of keeping a JeCOl-d of the date of 
birth is more re!gullLl' Ulan Ilmongat 14uluunmadans, still as far as OOtll tIle 
communities are concerned the evidential value of such records as are produced 
in Courts haa been very much queationed. a.nd I may mention thlLt. in the 
«=lie of candidates going to England to atudy for the Oivii 8ervice, difllcultiea 
have frequently &on",n regnrding their age, whioh. I submit, would be avoided 
if Hindus ILDd lIuhnmmo.dnns "61'e allowed to have the benefit of this mossure. 
QW!ltiona might arise witb reference to the . mo.ohinery under which BUell 
reglatration enD be effected, but, as far as Mubrunmadana are concerned, there is 

at preaent It lIU\chinf'fy p.xisting uucler the Bengal Council Act I of 1876 
for the optional registration of mnrringes which ~ be very usefully made to 
lCr\'e the purposes of registrntion of birtl1s and deatl1s also amongst Muham-
madans. With reference to Hindus of cOune it will be a matter for tb" 
conaiduro.tion of tho Select Committee ",ho.t spociAl a~  should ~ 

",f.orced in regard to them," 

The Bon'ble lh.. laBaT laid :_cc Our delire is to eztend theprocedu1'e 
for the l~n a  regiatro.t.lon of birth. and deaths to ·thoIe c10aeea of the commu-
nlty' who arc likely to "vall t.hemaeh"ea of it, aDd to whom it i. likely to prove 
of matoriRl uao. If t.here is anr I'eDlIOn to bdioTe thnt. t.bis procedure .. ill be of 
ulle to tbo llnbnmmllwm community, I lUll sure there will be ever, diapot'itinn 
on tho put of t"o aoVt'mmf'nt o'f IntU" to extend it to lrInluunroaclana na well 
n. to tho oUlel' clnssrs ,,'110 n:mnnm(l(l in tlle Bill.' Perhape the ~ member. 
nnd Ms fri(,lld. will hring thp. subject before Use LooalOoTCrllmeob. to 1\·bom 



o UDJI .fJDJH1.'ION .. 1.L JUDIOIA L OOMJJISSIONEIl. 7 . 
18B5. ] [Mr. Llbm·J; Bao $Cll'cb r, N. HCUlcllik; Mr. [lIlel" ; _Mr. Qflillloll,] 

this 11iU will 1)0 referred. nnd ~n we shnll 1)0 in n position to discuss tllo qUeH-
tion wIlen tho Dill comes before the Select Oommittoo fo1' con.sidel'lltion." 

'fhe IIon'ble RAO BAnED VlsnVANATB NARAYAN N I~ SAid :-"U 
striklos mo tho.t the llin o.s it has heen intl"()(luoocl will be bettor ndllllted for 
tbo IHllp08es for which it is iutcntled thnn iC its 8001)0 is extended o.s has been 
suggested by tho Hou'bla Am!r AIL I nm 8On'1 I cannot 1le(1 my "'o.y to 
BUlll)ort tIle changes inclicntcd by M1', Amlr AU, becnuRe. to 81lCllk nothing of 
f1lll.Lncial oonsi(lel'ation8, thel"C 81'6 othOl' dimoulties iu the WQy. J ndoocl, 80 far 

ns I know, the feelings of lending Himlu gentlemen nll over Indin. (outside 

llcn!,-rnl pel'haps) wouhl he opposcd to ony system of rcgistcdug lnarriages, 
births, &0, None ~  tllose lUf'ntiouoo by lb, Ilbcrt has asked for it. 'I'be 
question of sending cn.ndidntca for tho CMI8el'vioo to England mAy be 0. very 
imrOI·tnl\t one to tll6 "Cl'y fow persons wbd aWl concerned, and evl'l1 in their 
caR tiiel"e is no rNU dimoulty; and it strikes me tbat. when \Ye .cOil sider the 
numbel' of llOOlllo whom this Dill will affoct, if its lll'OvisioU8 11.\'(5 extended 
to Hiudus o.n(lllubnmm.o.cinns. and the Oost of tho mn.chinery whioh "ill be 
J'e1uirod to bring the Dill into operation, and also tho little vnlud wlliob 
would be ~  upon it by tbose clnues,-I o.m now s!leaking tho views of Hindus 
and l1ubo.mmailnol of nearly 0.11 the prorincea in India,-I think it i. A matter 
of IIOriuu8 oonsiderat.lon whethOl', without a. proper reference to the Govenuneata 
of tbe valions provincos, tbis Council would think of t'lxtendiug tbe 800pe of the 
Dill in the mo.nnor lVhicb bas boon suggestctl by the hon'ble membol'," 

'rhe non'lJle MIL. lLDBaT explained tho.t tbel'O W(\5 no propOllll before the 
Council to extend the 8COIle of tho Dill at the pn'lent .t.agc. 

'I'he lIotion wns put and ngreed to, 

Tbe Hon'bie lIB. lLDEItT also mo,",,,} tho.t tlte Dill Alld Stlltcmcnt or 
Objects o.lld lteaaons be 1,ubllahod in the loonl omcia! GIlIHttca in Engliah and 
in .uub oUaer languages as t.he Loca.l Governments might think ilL . 

The lIoLion Wlll.vut and agreed to. 

OUDH ADDITIONAL JUDICIAL COIUIISSIOXER'8 DILL. 

'fho Bon'hle 11 •• QUIJf'l'ON' moved ror le:avc to intl'odlwc A Dill to I)rorido 
ror tlte tcmlwnury appointment Crow timo to Wile or em Atlditiorud Jilclicial 
Oommi .. ioncr for Oudh. Bo mid :-

.. My LoaD.-UDcler tbe existing law relating to Ch'U Cuurta in Olldh tbe 
CoUlt of the 1 wlicial CommissionCl' consisbl of It IIingle I ullgo. When that 

, 



, 8 DUD]l AJ)1)I'l'lONAL JUDlOIAL ll SS ~TEJl  

[lIll" Q"l"tOIJ,] [16'Ill JANUA.RY, 

law (Aot XIII of 1879) was passed, it WIlS considered ·apparently that no great 

inCl'OOBO ill t11e work of .tho Judicial Oommissioner's Oourt was to be expected, 

and that 0, Oourt consisting of l\ singlo Judge would be strong enougb to 
diapoS6 of the business ~  by law on the Judicial Commissioner. '1'hese 

expectations have pi'oved to be unfounded. '1'he work of the J udioin} Commis-
sionor's Court hila inorcased very materially, and o.n'8flrs have accumulated in 
proportion. Civil appeals rose from 271 in 1879 to 666 in 1888. appeals of all 
descriptions from '165 in the former to 1.194 in the latter year, and the list of 

appeals of aU sorts in arrears hali now reached the linprecedented number 

of 699. 

II The Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Oommissioner i, satisfied that tbis 
steady increnae of arrears is not attributable to any 1nck of exertion or to any want 
of ability on the part of the pl'0siding officer of tho Oourt. but to tbe fapt 
that tho work is augmenting annually to a degree that carries its total quantity 
beyond the power and capaoityof a single Judge to cope with properly. This 

~ n ,,0.1 sbared in by tile late Judjoia1. Commissioner, lir. Sparks. cleacribed 
by Ria Honour D.8 an o81cer of remarkable industry and long experience 1n 
Oudh. who 'Wl'ote. abortly before his retirement from the service, about' 
a year ago. that tbe work that comes before the .Judicial Commissioner is 
more than anyone o81cer can dispose of 8&tiafaotorily. and that in the preceding 
year he began with ,70 cues. and that at ita close &87 were pending • 

.. I may also lay that the mere number of appeals gives an inadequate indi-
cation of tllo preasure of bUlineBl in the Court. III: Oudb, civilauita deal with 
intereata of greater magnitude, owing to the number of tabafid4rl properties, 
than elsewhere in Upper India. and frequent appeal. go before the FrivyOoun-
cil. In 1882 the J udicinl Oommia.ioner YU engo.sed for a wholo month in 
t.rp.ng one .uit of this kind. nor does litigation of this olass. in'folnng chWna 
to great estates ud ditlioult questions of suoceuion. appear likely to diminish 
in the Province. .  . 

.. U ndG!' those oiroumatdbea the Council will. I hope. admit that an urgent 
cue baa been made out for strengthening the Court of tile .1 udicial Oommia-
a ~  and aaisting that officer in tho disohArge of his moro important func-
tion., 

II Tho Dill wbiob I now moyo for leAve to introduce proposes to etfect 

theM objeots by empowering the Executin Government to make a temporary • 



LA-IIORB· 'l'll.4.JI1PAl'S; AO.l' XXII OF 1881 A. JIEND JfEN '1'. 9 

1885.] [All'. Quiu/ul'; MI'. llberl; ll,.. QUid/QII.J 

appointment fTom timo to time of nn Additiollnl Judicial Commissioncl' for 
Oudb. nnd is in 8ubstnnco a rC\'jvnl of lll'Ovisions to that cabot wbioh \1'(11'0 
logru.ly in force in Ondh bof01'(1 tho Il/lSSing of tho proseut Oudb Civil Courts 
Act." 

: The lIotion was put nnd l.gl·ted to. 

l'be Hon'ble lin. Q,UINTON also introduced the nill. 

~'  Hon'ble lIn. Q,UIN'l'ON also moved t11at the Bill Dnd Statement of 
Objects Dnd Reasons be publisbed in the Nor/h.Folio/·" '[>1'00;'1«111 and O"dh 

l JI'lI ~'  GCJ%elle in Englisb and in 8uch oUler hl.ngungcs as the Local Gov-
ernment might think fit. ' 

'J hE"·}lot.ion "'ru:rmt and ngroell·to. 

LAllORE 'l'1l.A.MWAYS BILL. 

1'be lIon'blo Mn. ILDxRT moved for loovo to introduce a Bill to authorize 
th')' making nnd to J'egulate the ,,'orking of Street 1\'amwaY8 in Lnhnr8. 
lIe said :-" 'l'be objeot of thiR Dill iR merely to confirm and lupplement an 
agreement entered into for making lOme tramway, in Lahore, and it follo"'l 
vel'1 closel1 tbt" lines of the Rangoon Tmmwl118 Act wbieb WIll pnaed ... t 
year:' 

Tbe :Uotion "'os put and nga-ecd to. 

AC'l' XXII Ol? 1881 AlIBNDMEN'1' BILL. 

'l'be Bon'blf!! ~ QUIt/TOlf moved tbat the Bill to amend Aot XXII of 
1881 be referred to a Seloot CoDunitteo consisting of tbo Hon'ble lIr. llbert. 
Sir A. Colvin and t.be 110vca', wit.h instructions to report within • month. lIe 
_id:-

ICIlY LoILD,-The Act _JJioh the Bill proposes to amend exteDd. to tlao 
territories ndministen.>d by the Lieutenal1t·GoTernon ot tho North-Weltel'u 
ProYinoea and tbe Panjab, and the Chief Oommiaiouen of Oudh, the OeDtral 
Pnn'ince •• Britisb Dunna, Coorg and Ajmor.l1or,,4ra. . 

.. ""1011 tlac Dill \\"88 inlrocltu:ed I explAined to tho Council that it Mel beon 
prepared at ti,e io.lance of tbo Goverllmont of the North.WOIlarD PI'OVio088 
and Oudb, and iD l'el,ll kJ a qUClltioll frul1l Your E"wJlouol'l precleoeaor ,tated 
that beforo it pull'd out of Sclcet. Conullittoe and came on ftaa.U, in Oounoil 
the view. of tho otlae,.. Oovcrlllllcubs IlfT ... ·tC'Cl hy it ",,,nM be I'I"("ehcd. 

, 



10 A 011 XXII OF 1881 .dMElYDMBNT. 

l M,'. Qui7tton.] ,[l61'R JANUARf, 1880.] 

.CC ·1 may now Bay that replies have olrmdy ~ n sont in by all those Govern .. 
menta'and Administrations, exccllt one, and tlmt those who lul.VC rC}llied are all 
in fa.vourof l~ lla n in the direction of the Bill, but make s'Qggestions as to 
modifications of detnil which will be considered and dealt with by the. Select 
Oommittee. ' 

CC As the matf.t)r is stated. by the Government of the North-WesterD Prov-
inees and Oudh to be 011.0 of some \ugency, I proposo that the Select Com-
mittee.be directed to reportwitliin'a, montb." , 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

'l'he Council adjourned to Ftiday, the 23rd Janub.ry, 1885. 

FORT WILLIAlI i 1 
~ Saft_"." J886. j 

R. J. OROS'l'fIWAITE. 

Offg· Stcg. to lAs l ~n'l ' oJ [lidia, 
ugillaUf1e a l ~  

---_._--_ .. ~ ... -. ~




