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BEPORT OF.' THE SELEOT COMMITTEE ON 'l'HE THREEOHILP 
~IARRIAGE RESTRAINT (AMENDMENT) BILLS. 

We, the undersigned, members of the Select Oommittee to which the ~i1l 
flll ther to umend the Ohild Marriage Restraint Act, 1929 (Amendment of sections 
8, 4, 5, 6 and 10), the Bill further to amend the Child Marriage Restraint Act •. 
192{J (Amendment of sections 2 and 4) and the Bill further to amend the Ohild 
Mnrriage Restraint Act, 10'29 (Amendment of sectioIlti 10, 11 o.nd 13) were 

.Papers NI,)J!. I to IlIon re.ferred, ha.ve cqusidered th{~ Bills find the papers noted 
the Child Marriage , '] h . th l' to b't th' Restraint (Amend. III the murgm*, IUH ave now 0 lonour su Illl 1S 
mont) Bill (Amend· our Report with the revised Bill drafted by us annezed 
'ment of S(IIct>ionB, 3 , 4 . ' 
6, 6, and 10). ,thereto. 
In our opinion, there should be only one Bill covering all the pointe on 

whillh we are agrE'ed, and we have, therefore, prepared & redraft of the three 
Bills in the form of one consolidated Bill, In the circumsto.nces, we have nob 
thoughtil desirable ~o a.dopt the usual practice of underlining or sidelining such 
portions of the origino.l Bill or Bills which ha.ve undergone My change in our 
hands, but the notes thut foliow eftplain the changes made, if any, in the 
revised Bill. 

C/(lIWJ B,--We agroe that the nges prescribed ill thedetiuition of "ahild" ill 

Rp.I'.t.ion 2 ()OJ of the Child M:arriage Restraint Act, 1920, should be rflised to 
twenty and fifteen in the CBse of males and females respectively. 

CllLUHt~ 3.-We agree that the· punishment of fine prescribed iIi sectiOll a of 
~he Ac~ hll.Fl not been a sufficient deterrent and, in our opinion, Courts should 
be vested ,with power to award simple imprisonment in suitable cases. 

'- ('laux/; 1.···-St'ctions 4, 5 und 6 of t,he Act, deal with "'hat tire more ot' le.~~ 

sel'iotls oHellet'S and, in out' opinion, a Sel)telH'e of impl'isonm(nt should be 
obligatory in such c~ses .. 

Clouse :J·.-Section 7 of the ~ct is ooing omitted as consequential upou the 
amendmel1t to section 3 of the A.ct. 

('II/USC 6.-A majority of ll~ is of tile opinion t;)mt offelll'':S 1l'ltlOl' th(, Act, 

should be made cognizable with the proviso that power to invesLigate should be 
vested only in police officers above 0. certain rank, and thnt offences w1der the 
Act should not be tried summarily. ~ 

('/,1 11 ill' 7.-1'he proposed amendment, of s(lction 10 of the Act. is ('onsequential 
upon t.he t\mendments proposed' in the preceding sections of the Act. 

('laI/81' 8,-1n vi('\v of the challges thnt WIe.' al'c PI'('posillg ill th(~ Ad, (.Ln 
pl'c)\'isiol1 as regardll the power of the com!; to tah sec\ll"it~ from compirtiuant.a 
should be omitt-ed as unnecess~t'y, 
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The provisions suggested by ~e mover of the three Bills as regards marriagee 

between females below .the age of eighteen and males above the age of forty-
five are. in our opinion. bothund6lirable and unworkab~. ~e have. there-
fore. eliminated those ,provisions ·from the revised Bill. 

We also do not agree with the provision for the exe~ution of bonds as securib' 
for preventing cOIlsllmmatiol1 llf marriages in certaiu c&ses. 

We' fel~l that provision relating to registration of marriages should be made 
not in this Bill hut· elsewhere. and no provision in this rega.rd has theref0r9 
been included. in the revised BiU. 

·2. These Bills were published in Pari V of the Gazette of ll1dia, dated I9nd 
February. 1947, and 21st February, 1948, respectively. The Child Yamap 
~traint (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of seotions 8, 4, 6, 6 and 10) WU 

alio published 8S follows:.-

]!'ort St. Georg~ Gazette 
Bombay Government Gazette 
Calcutta Gazette 

In En.gu"h 

United Provinoea Gcmn"IllDent Gazette • 
East; Punjab Government Guette 

Oea.trt.l Provinces and,.Beral' Gazette 
Aaaam Gazette • 
B1bar~ 

OrilBa Gazette 
Coorg G~ " 

Tamil J Telup' 
Ka.na.rese 
MalayaL~m 

Bombay • Ma:'stW 
GujaJ'athi 
Ka~reee 
Uindu.ataoi 

27·5-47 
5.6·4:7 

31·5·4:7 
• 6th. 13th a.nd 
20th JUDe, 19&7 

23-6-47 
2.7.407 
4.6.407 
6-6-4:7 
2.6.47 

3-647 

3-7-4:7 
10.7-4.7 
3-7.407 

•. 9.1047' 

8 .. 
under 
reooml 

NB1 

Ph" 25 

·Su 
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8. We think that the Bill h88not been 10 altered 88 to require oiro~ 

under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of Procedure and Conduo~ of ;Buainess, aiad ~ 
recommend that it be p88Sed 88 now revised. 

NBW Dam. 
Phil 25th March 1949. 

·Subject to a. Minute of Dislen:ti. 

·'rEK CHAND. 
*THAKTJR DAS BHARGAVA . 
• P. D. HIMATSINGKA. 
KRISHNA CHANDRA SHARMA. 
D. VELAYUDHAN. 
P. KUNBlRAMAN. 
DEStIBANDHU GUPTA. 

*B. PATTABIDSITARAMAYYA. 
BEGUM AIZAZ RASUL. 



lUN:UTES O:F :PISElE:NT 
I 

.8 

1; signilhia report subjeot to my dissent in regard to the offenoe being made. 
cognizable; as is proposed in cla1lB8 9A: 

-:-,' 

TEK ClIAND. 
~'WD8Un; 

The 25th MaTch, 1949. 

n 
I regret my inability t() convinoe the ma.jority of theSeleot Commitf,ee to 

agree to the prOJlOsition. thab a man of 45 years or more should not be allowed 
to marry a. girl of less than eighteen years withou~ his being answerable for his 
act in a Court of La.w. The difficult.y of oorreot.ly ast.ablisl?ing the age is 
common to-mRJlY crimes and this difficulty alona should not; 'deter ua from giving . . 
the lead to the country. in this matter. I fully appreciate the point of view 
that tbe age of eighteen is not sufficiently protective and it ought to be inore&aed 
for the fixation of this age might unconsciously lea.d to the concludon that 
marriages of old ~en with girls over eighteen ar£; looked upon with favour')y 

I 
the Society at large. 'fhi!! view however laudable does ntlt fully take into 
consideration t.hat the. law is very cl~utious in seeing that fullest liberty is anowed 
to majors and that when criminal liability is being oreated in respeot of any 80Qt 

the utmoS"t limite of liberty of act.ion ought to be allowed llnlesH such liberty 
destroys the protection sought to be given W those to whom the Society thinks 
it ought. to be given in publio interest. As a first measure' of refqrm in this 
direction I bplieve the step suggcflted by me stauds all these testS nnd the ages 
given in t.be Bill 1J;'! • 45 or more for mnl",,,, Rnd eigllteell or less ffl)" females Ilre 
the maximum and the minimum whioh .ought to· be accepted for penalising un-. ' 
equal ma.rriages., 

'rHAKVR DAR BRAROA,VA. 
NEW DELllI'; 

The 25th March, 1949. 

I also agree with the 8obove~ 
P. D. RIMAl'SINOKA.. 

NEW DBLHt; • ., 
Ths 25th March, t9.,t9. • 111 

I sign Ruhject to my dissent in regard to the offenc~\ being made cognizable. 
B. PATTABm BIT~AMA.YYA. 

NEW DELHI; 
The 26th Mu·rr'h, 1949. 



(As REVISBD BY' THB tS.ELECT COMM1T'J.'Bli:) 

A. 
BILL 

further to fJ.-mtllld the Child MttT,.it~gc BClJtraint ... l'bt. 1920, 

WwmEAS it is expedient further to amend the Child Marriage Restraint 
Act, 1~ (XIX of 1929), for the purposes het'dunfter a.PIlcaring;. 

It is hereby enacted as follows:-; 
1. 8hortI ~Ue.--,This Ac~ may Le called the Ohild Marriage Restraint (Amend. 

ment) Act, 1949. 
2. ADleDdment of lectlOn 2, Act XIX of 19i9.-In oIo.us6 <a> of section 2 of 

the Ohild :Marriage Uestraiut ,Act, l\}2'9 (lllll'eiuaitel' referred to BS the said Ad), 
for t.liu wOl'ds .' l·igutCl'II'· ulld ,. fO\ll't'Ot!U" t,he worus .. twcHiy" Hnd ., Ji!tuell" 
shllll l'tltipectivcJy bo substituted, 

8. Amendment of sec~lon 3, Act XIX 01 1929.-lu scction :1 of the said Aot, 
for the words "shall be punhlhablo with fino which may uxt{'nu to OIle thousand 
l'UIJet)s" the words ·~'shall be punisha.blo with simple implilOOllmcnt which may 
tl~tend ,to 1if~eon days, 01' with ~illc whioh may. extelld to olle thou8ilud rupeeli, 
01' with both'! shall be sulll:lt.itukd. 

&. AmeJldment of sections 4:, 5 and 6, Act XIX of 1929.-1n scctions 4, 5 and 
ij ('~ the said Act: for .the words "tliUlple iUlprisollllleIl~ which may extend to 
one mont.lI, or wi1;h ~ne w~]ich 111ay exteud to one thOUiWld rupeesr or with 
b6th", the WOJ'IIs "simplo iUlI)riliolltllcuL whidl muy l'xtend to throe months Rnd 
shall also be liable to /iJlo" shall uo sllh!lt.it,u~'{l. 

5 • .Qmllaloa. of lectlOll1 7, .Act XJ.X Of 1929.-SecPion 7 of the said Act sha.ll 
be omitted. 

6. ;blIertion of !lOW section 9A In Act XIX of 1929.-:A£tcr sootion U of the 
said Act, th~ followjng new section shall be inserted, namely:.-

• 'OA. Nature 0/, ami illvclltigation into, oflcUCI.'1I luHlcr this Ac!.-'(l) A,ll 
offences under !his Aot shall be cognizable, bailabl~ and non-compoundablo:, 

Fronded iibut llot\v:ithstllnding a.nything contained ill Chup.ter XIX of tho 
Code of Criminal Procedul'o, 1898 (V of 1SUS) , 110 l}olice officer blliow the rank 
o~ a. oir~e inSpeotor of police shall inv~tigllte any offence under th~s ~ct; ... 

(2) Nothiug eontained ill <Jha.pter X'XII of tbo <Jodo or Cl·in:inu.l Procedure. 
1898, shall apply in ~he .triul oX any offence under this Act." 

'I. Bubl'1tulOll1 of nn sec_ lor lectiOn 10, Act laX of 1929.-]'or section 
.10 of ~u said Act, tho following section shall be subs~itutcd, flllmel,}':-

!'10. Preliminary inquil'ielC into ollences,-Any court, on rce,"·jpt of a CODJ-

plain~ of an offence of :which iJi is authorised .to Laktl cognizlIIlCtl, ahall, unleslI 
it dismisses the complo.int under section 203 of the Code of Crimiulll :r>roccdul'e, 
l8ge. (V. of 1898), either itself make an inquiry under section 202 of. :tha.t C,odo 
91' direo~ fir :Magistrate suboluinate to it to make BUch inquiry." 

8. ~GIl oJ 110. 11, Ac, XIX 01 19t9.-SectiOJl 11 0.£ ~~ s@oid Ac* 

Iha.ll bt Qmi~te~ • 
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