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Ahlltract of the Proceedings of lite OOltflcil of 'lie Govel'1101' General of India, 
a8sembled for tile pW'P0se of maldllg Laws (md Regulatio1l8 fl11dl'1' tlle pro-
visions of tlll! Act of PU1'luIlIlc1d 24 9' 25 ric., cap. 67. 

The Council met at Simla on Fridny, the 23rd S('ptcmbel' 1870. 

Pr.:r:S:r:XT: 

His Excellency the YICBROY nnd GOYERNOR. GENEllAL of Indin, A.P., 

G,C.S.I., Presidill!J. 
lIis Excellency the C01UIANDER-IN-CUIEF. 

The !Ion'ble JOHN STRACHEY. 

The TIon'ble SIll. RICllARn TEMPLE, K.C.S.I. 

The TIon'hle J. FI'l'ZJAl[ES STEPHEN, Q.c. 
The lIon'ble B. II. ELLIS. 

lIajor-Genernl Ule TIon'hIe H. 'V. 1\OUMAN, c.n. 
The Hon'ble F. R. COCKERELL. 

MAUL1fAIN TUrBER DUTIES DILL. 

'.I.'ho HOll'hIe MR. STEPHEN presonted tho Report of the Select Committee" 
on the Bill to legalize the levy of cert..'lin duties on timber imported into 
Mllulmain. 

PAPER CURRENCY BILL. 

Tho Ilou'hle Sm n. 'fElInE moved for leave to introduce a Dill to conso· 
lidate the laws relating to Paper Currency. ~nJis was merely intencled to 
consolidate the four Aets (XIX of 1801, I of lSG6, XXX of lSGi, and XV of 
J.8iO) in which the law on the sulljcct was now coutuillc(l. 
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'" "OIVILPOURTS llILIJ. 
. 

":"" ~ ~:';~:~;'~;'" , , , . , 
. " 

The Hon'ble MR. COCKERELL moved for leave to introduce a Bill to conso-
lidate tho laws' relating' to the Civil 'CoUrts in B~n8ai., H~ ~id that the 
consolidation of the lawrelagng to t~eCiyi1.CourtsBubor:dinnto to the High 
Cour~iIi. J~wer~e~gru.;:ILIld.the.North~WesternFroyinces ,WI¥I ,0nlYPQorlially 
effected by .A.otXVI of 1868. 

': . ,: .;r:~:·'?'~:L·~~56~i~~~~:r;{f;'-:c:::: . '. ' •• " . . 
. ,'rhat£:(6t d~t' oilly;witli the"CoUlts' of Frincipal"Sadr Anl{ns;' Badr 

' .. , Amfns' ,and . ~~8, ~"iDAaof with·; ~ ~'the": 'Distriot ' Civil, Oourts, except the 
. Di.s~ot,J}l~ge',s"OO~~"~~lfa& ~ert untoU!Jhe4. 

'" ~;" '"' ;:~<,,~,.:~_:'~,:_,: ">;"'~~~-~~"."_":~"' ';~~.r~' .:.":~'- ~: 

The law regarding the. chief Distriot (or zila) Courts was spread over the 
unrepealed imoCPIllents of about six Bengal Regulations and a single Act 
(L of 1860). . 

The Bombay Fresidet;l.OY, the Fanjab, and the various oth~ territorial 
divisions of the Non-Regulation Frovinces subject to a distinct Local Government 
had each their separate 'Courts Aot' embracing the entire law respecting tho 
constitution and jurisdiction of the Civil Oourts within such Presidenoy or 

. Division ; and it had been proposed in Committee to extend the provisions of 
, .... the'Madras'''' District Munsifs Bill" so as to include, and thus effect the conso-

lidation of the law relating to, all the Civil Courts subordinate to the High 
.Court iIi. the Madras Fresidency. 

" 
• Henco for thc sake of general uniformity, no less than for the further 

development of the soheme of consolidation of the Statutes, it had become 
necessary to gather together in one Aot the now sC3.ttered fragments of the 
law regarding the constitution and jurisdiotion of the Civil Courts in Bengal. 

As it was well known that very considernblc alterations in our present 
judicial system had been proposed and had undergone much disoussion, 
it seemedJit that he should state here that whatever stage the various questions 
therein raised might have reached in the deliberation of the Government, they 
were as yet far from rip~ for legislative nction, nnd no such changes were 
included iIi. the amendm~nts contemplated by the Bill. Th036 amendments 
were for the most part of an unimportant character, and chiefly confined to tho 
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rectification of omissions in Act XVI of 1808, touching t.he jurisdiction of 
subordinate Judges and Munsifs. 

In short the aim nnd object of tho Dill, which hc asked leave to introduce, 
were simply to make tho law regarding the Ciyil Courts in Bengal as com-
pact as the law on this subject already was, or very shortly would be, in respect 
of all other pnrts of'the Empire . • 

'ntO Council then adjourned to Friday, t.he 30th September 1870. 

SUrT,A; 1 
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'WHITLEY STOKES, 

&C!/. tu Uu: Cou,j~cil of tl~c Goer. GeitZ. 
for makillfl.LatC8 ami RegltlatiQIU. 




