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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEPARTMENT. 

'We, the 1111der&igncd, Mfmi:ers of the 8elect 
Cc:.mmittee to ,,:hkh the 1iJl further to amend the 
Wod;men'l CcmFemation Ac:.t, ID23, for urtam 
purlOE£II, ltas yeferrcd, haTe u;midcICd tbe Bill 

"Pa ra l\oa. I-V. and n.c .far-crs notEd in 
Fe ttc ll!arglD, and ha\"e now 

t.l:e honour to 6ulmit this our R( Fort, "ith the 
Bill al amended by us annuld thelf:to. 

Cla'U.e f.-This clause haa 1.ecn justly criticised 
QJl the ground that the proF~ed definition, a8 
applied to the railway len"anta referred to in sub-
cJauEe (.) of claure (ft) of Eection 2 (1) of the Act, 
wiIl not necerearily include pmoDS employed 
uFon IlfW Jines under constIuction and uFon rail-
ways not DEed for the caniasc of FnEfengels and 
goods such as are nferred to in sub-section (1) of 
aection 148 of the Indian Railways Act, 1~90, and 
alEo on the further ground that it l'"ou!d include 
Ferror:s employed by contractols othenise than 
by way of manualla1:our or on wages ex~eding 
three hundred ruFees. We think we ha\"e met this 
criticism by the omis&ion of this clause and the 
imertion of a nEW claUEe in Eclcdule II of the Act an the entries in which Schu!ule arc 6ubject to the 
qualificatioll all regards manual labour and limit 
of wages referred to abon. The new clause 
which we prorose will be found in clause 8 of-
the Bill (now clause 7). The remaining clauses 
of the 13i11 han been re-numbered aC<.-ordingly. 

Clallu 3 (flOU' dattle 2)_-100 amendmmt which 
\Ire haTe mEde in tbis clause is of a purely drafting 

nature. 
Cla",e 4 ("OW clau~ J).-The method by which 

the Bill eought to deal l'-ith thc case of a casual 
la1:ourer or a workmnn who is injurrd after having 
been for leEs than a month in the service of an 
employer haa been criticised both by employers 
and by representatil"e8 of workmen. On the one 
hand. i~ is pointed out that. wOIkmen of this class 
1Iil1, owing to inexperience, often be drawing less 
\lFa~s than other wOI1.men FelfOJming similar 
tasks; on the other hand, it is fcan:d that, in the 
amente of more ft'tfect mae:1linny for the deter-
mination of wages ill such utes, disl,utES nnd iIl-
feeling migbt l\liEe and tlJat VJeFSUre might be 
brought by tmployers ufon otLer l'-olkmrn to 
state the "agu of t1:e injuJ( d "\\(.11 man at a lc.wer 
figure than that at l'"hich they 11!d actually hen 
f aid• On the ,,"hole, we conEidlr that th<l qu('stion 
Itquirell further coDE:ideration, and wo understand 
that it wUll;e rf'-col'~ideIEd in conllcction with the 
more general rniEion of tbe Act, tbo Im·liminary 
stagea of which ha \"e ahf'ndy been undcrtak('n. 
Our decificn tt.erefoJe is to cnlit clauEc (1) of sub-
elaDEe (1) of this clause of the Bill. 

Cia"" li (71010 c1auH .J).-We think thue is 
considerable foree in ecmc cf the orinions received 
which are to the effEct. tbat the plOl-osed new sub-
section (1) of eection 8 of the Act l"ouJd IJro\"cnt 
In employer fr(m advancin~ U1on('~ to th(' dt'}:md-
ant. of a dec(Qscd WOltman either for funeral 
eXfflllU or for t(n:IllaJ) rnrinhnllJ;(l'. "l un-
de16tar.d that ~U(h ed"J (U l!Jl hl(jtcntl~ mado, 
led ,,"e are dUlly of o}:inic.u tht it "ould te in 
the intereats of workmen that they t.hou!d continua 
to ~e legal, at any rate up to a cr:rtain IImount. 
We have accordingly made an CX(~ftiLn to mcet 
this case which will alIo1\' an lmplo)H to advance 
not more than fifty nlptes on account of funeral 

expt'IUI("S, and not more than one hundred ruprc~ 
to anyone dcpendant of a dcceased workman for 
maintenance. It will be observed that the ad-
vance for funeral espenSE's may be deducted by 
tbe fmployrr from tile amount which he has to 
defosit with the CcmmissioJl('r, whilst in the case 
of on adl"uncr for maintenance the employer ~ill 
1:e required to deposit the fuIJ sum and will be 
entitled to repayment to the amount only of th~ 
compensation awarded to the depehdant. This 
will ensure n decision h~- tl:e Cc"mmL~ioner of any 
dispute B..8 to the aUlotlnt actually adunccd. 

We hav .. further dccidf'd to extE'nd the pron-
sions of the new Eub-scction (1) to the case of the 
payment. of a lump sum to any woman worker,. 
as we think that. in many cases the female 
1a1:ourer requirE'S as much protection as a minorr 

nnd also to allY penon wbo is under a legal 
d:sability, and l:ot only to a mir:or III defined in 
the Act. TIl:! decision inl"olns the omission of 
the proFoscd new &ub-section (2) under which the-
deposit of compell~ation l~arable to a woman or a 
pen!on. other tban a minor, under a If'gal disability 
was not compulEory but could be ordered by the-
Commissioner at hill <fucretion. 

The omission of the proposed new sub-sectioa 
(2) inl"ol\"es a certain amount of re-numbering 
which we have canied out. in the Bill attached to 
our Report; and the decision to legalise adnnces 
involVES a con..~quential additional amendment in 
sub-fcction (4) of section 8 of the Act. 

We bal"e a!eo adopted a suggestion made by the 
Local Go,·emment of Bombay thnt provision 
shou!d te made Ennbling the reco\"cry of any 
amount which bas beEn paid as compensation to 
any Ff:rEOn through fraud or other improper means. 
Cla"8~ 7 (r.ClC claus~ 6).~.As a corollary to 

the similar amE'ndment which we have nlade in 
clause 5 (now clause 4) we .hne decidEd to 
extend tIle protection which is afforded by com-
pulsory registration of agret'mcnts to the ca~ 
l'-hcre comp.·r.sation settled by agreelDcnt is pay-
able to n woman or any person under a legal 
<lliability. 

We hne also considcred the nrious representa-
tions made thnt with the omisEion (If clause (b) of 
the promo to 6ub-sectioll (1) of section 28 of the 
Act, the Act no longer coutains any prorision indi-
cating that a memoIandum of agreement enn be 
presented for registration by a l'-orkman. "e 
agree that this is EO, but we REO agree that clause 
(b) of the prol"ii>o is otiose as the Act as "at present 
framEd makes no definite protision for tbis 
cnse. lYe han', howeyer, It'CCil"ed an assuran~" 
that the question of making such provh<ioll will be 
cOlU'idered in connection with thf gE'neral reruion 
of the Act to v.·hich Wt.· ha l"0 already alluded. 

ClauEt 8 (1101(' claust 7).-It hns been pointed out 
that the n('w clauso (I') which the Bill[roposes to 
insert in Schedule II of the .Act ,,-om appear to 
include mEmbers of tho crew of a ship registered 
under the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, and 
also the crew of a foreign ship. III vic~- of tb~ 
fact that seamell cf ~gistcred ships as defic.ed 
in the Act are alrendy col"cred by clause (iv) of the 
Schedule, we ha\"e made it clear that the clause-
dof's not includt'l the :nnster or CICW of tho ship. 

It has also been pointed out that the clause as 
framed will include some dock labourers but not 
otheI8. We agree that this appears illogical; 



but we think itisnota point wliiC'h WI.' clInnttt·mpt 
to meet until tho mattl'r has f('ceh'l'd full consi· 
deration from all interests affected. ---The onJ." other alteration "'hid) we hn.\'"(' nlllCJ~, 
apart from ~l.c addition. to which we ha ve nlrl'nd~' 
referred. of a c)auEe to co\""('r Inbour enga[!{'(i by 
railway contractors. is a. slight vt'rbal alteration in 
tbe proposed amendment to c!auI'l' (t';i) of 8"h('dulC' 
II. 

2, The Bill ""88 published as f"How:. ;-

Oa:cllt. 

Gazetle 01 India 
Fnrt RAint Gt'OTge Gnt-tte !!5tl. &'(Jt('.ut-t'r, IS],. 
Bombay Government Gazette. 8th NO\"f~ml"'T, I f):!S. 
CeJeutta Ga~ette • • lat Xon-mbcr. HI~'. 
Punjab Government Gazet Ie 
Burma Gazette 
Central Provincl'S GazeUe 
Bihar ancl Orissa. GlIlctte 
Coo!"!! District Gazette • 
Sind Officl.l Gazette 
North·\"Ve.t Frontier Gal':ctte 

2nd XOn'mlJ('!", 1!l:!5. 
• !!it!, Octoix-r, 1{)~~. 
• 2:?n~1 Sel.temhcr. 1O!!'. 

Illtl. Odobi-r, HI:?:-'. 
1st Xonml.f'r, l!j~~. 
I.5th Xonmbt>r, H';'!S, 
10th Ortol,('r, l!':!~. 

The 26th Ft.i-rllar!l. 1929. 
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Madra.. • Tllmil. • 13th Xo .. · •• 1920. 

Domt.ay 

Te'ugu. • 13th ~o\'., 1:)28. 

Hinrl·Jl>fani. • 6th Xov., ):;28. 

I\UnllTe~e • 6th Nov., 1920, 

!-IaIDyn!am 

• !Jarothi 

Gnjilrfl.tlli 
Kannre!<! 

• 13th Xo,\'., 1928. 

• 12th JaD., 1929. 

• l:!th :an., 1929, 
• 12th :rt.lt.., InD. 

C!'ntral Pro"ln' Maratl.i • !!4th Ko\·., I!)!!S. 
res. 

Coorg 

Sind 

Hindi • 

• hunareoie 

F.i:II.lhi 

• 2~th Nov., 1928. 
hI. Dec., 1,,23. 

• 6·h Dec., H12i. 

3. We think that the Bill has not })e.:on so altered 
as to require re·publication. and 'We recommend 
that it be l)nsH'u as noW' a~E'lld('d. 

B. N. lIITEA. 
DARCY Ll~DSAY. 
VICTOR SASSOO~. 

V. Y. JOGIAH. 
ARDL'L l1.ATIX CH_-HJDHURY. 
M. S. SESHA IYEXGAR. 

8. LALL. 
D. C'HA)UX LALL.· 

• Eubjcct to • Note-. 

I sign this ,,·ith the clear ullllt'rslllnclin~ that 
an effective attempt will be mnd(· (and that 'with 
t-:xpedition) to revise tne fntire .o\ct ket'pillf:: in 
Tiew n:cccrn ]rgisJation ('Xi~t:ll£ in c-i\'iliscd 

,Sote. 
countri£s 
c)aEOrO\lS 
Indio.. 

"i\,ith Hpdal Iltt(ut:cn 10 H:a 
r.erds c-f tJ:e "olkillg' clr,SHS of 

D. CH.-UL-\~ LALL. 



[As; A.lrE~DED BY THE Sl:LE('"T C01I1IlTI'EE.] 

[Worda printed In Italics 
amendments suggested 
mittee.] 

A. 

BILL 

indicate the 
by the Com· 

Furlhfr to amf:1ld tI,e Jl'orkmen'8 CO)lll'e1t8ulio)' A.ct, 
1923, for certain lJllfjlOdt8. 

'WHEREAS it is cXfedicllt further to amend the 
,Vorkmrn's Corupemntion Act, 1023, for certain VIIIofl923. 
pUrpObet. hE:reinaftl'r llpfE:aring; It is hereby 
enacted as follows :-

1. Thj:j Act ruay be called tho Workmen'& 
fihort titk. Corupensation (Amend-

ment) Act, 1929. 
2. In the pro\-iso to sub-section (1) of soction 

. . 3 of the Worhnm', 
Am(-nLiUJIELt OJ lIectlOn.. ,- II f 19"3 

3, Act '-UI (Ii Itl::?3. (071lPI':118!ltI01I Act, 1923· I 0 -. 
(lw'eillaft!r njeTTfd to a" 

the Eaid Act), the word ': or" at the end of 
clause (b) amI the wholl' of clauH" (r) shall be 
omitted. 

3. (1) Section 5 of the said Act shall be re-
A .1 t f t' nmllbered as sub-section mt'nulnt'n 0 &ec Ion • • 

6, Act }'III of Ill:! 3. (1) of sectIon 5, and 10 
that sub-section as ~o re-

numht'rro, in the E.r1'[anation, for the words ., this 
section" the 'WorUs .. this sub':;('ction .. shall be 
substitutctl. 

(2) To the same section as ~o re-nurubercd th 
follo,,-ing sub·srction shnll 1;e addt'd, namely :-

" (2) Tbe pl'OYi::ioDs of sub-scction (1), other 
t hen the Vro\-LSO, shall nIJpl~' to the calcu-
lation of waSts for the PUJ1)OSCS of clause 
(11) of sub-section (1) of section 2 and of 
sub-section (3) of that srction." 

4. In section 8 of the said Act ,-
Am(ucmtDt of udion 

6, Act YIlI of HI!3. 

(a) for 8ub-sections (1) to (3) the following 
sub-sections shall be substituted, name-
ly:-

.. (1) No pt\ymcilt of compensation in res.-
pect of a 'Workman who!':e injury has 
resulted in death, and no payment of a 
lump 6~ as compensation to a 
ttOman or a pcr~n ttndrr a k!lal di,-
ability, shall l:c made otherwise than 
by deposit with the Commissioner, 
and no such paymcnt made directly 
by an emploYl'r shall be deen:ed to be 
& paymel1t of coml'ensation : 

Prot:ided that, in the calte of a decl!ased 
u'orkmull,-

(a) an employer t1lay 7tlake to a)lY depend-
an' OT other ~T&o", by u-hom the 
funeral (xpe1/~es ar" to be. or har:e heell 
incurred, an adr:anre ?lot exceeding 
fiJty tupee" Jor the lmT}>C8t oJ de/roy-
ill!! the Same in fdiOl~ or in 1mrl, 
and ma.JJ make other adva}ice8 to 
del,wdallt" Oll account oJ ccnnpalsa-
(ion, not e:rcecdi"g ltoll't:rer an agare. 
gate. 0/ one hundrEd rupce3 in the 
('(Tt._ of allY olle ITt-pent/cUlt " 



(6) the amoim' of any ulunct ",:uk in 
tJCcordanC6 with tht pro"isio~ 01 
claU86 (a) '0 delray funeral e:epenlU 
may be deducted by 'ht employu lrom 
the lump 6Um to be deposited with 
1M Commilsioner. and the amount oj 
any other a.lor:lllct MJ mue to a 
depend'J1lt. or 10 much thereof as dou 
not e.rce.ed the compensation appor-
tioned to him. shall be deduded by tht 
Oommi",;oner from "ucla compenl!1-
tion .. ana be rep:Jid to 1M tmployu. 

(2) Any other sum amounting to not less 
than ten ntpees which is pa.ya.ble as 
compensation may be deposited with 

.. the Commissioner on behalf of the 
person entitled thereto. 

(3) The receipt of the Couuni.ssioner tshall 
be a sufficient discha.rge in respect of 
any compensation deposited with 
him." ; 

(b) in sub-section (4). after the worda" onder 
sub-section (1)" the words Ie as com· 
pensation in respeet of a deceased work· 
man" shall be inserted; and after the. 
1C0rM " fifty r~" tAe JoUowing !DOra" 
Ihall be iMuted. namely :-

" or "0 much of thlJJ coal or oj fifty rupt~, 
whichever is leu. aI 1uu not already 
been ad,,"nced by ~e employ~r on 
auounl oj 6Ud upen8~ .. : 

(c) for sub-section (5) the following sub-
sections shan be substituted, namel,. :-

II (5) Compensation deposited in respect of a 
deCC43Cd workman shall, subject to 
any deduction made under ~ub-section 
(4), be apportioned among the depend-
ants of the deceased workman or any of 
them in such proportion as the Com-
mis.cUoner thinks fit, or may. in the 
discretion of the Commissioner, be 
allotted to anyone dependant .. 

(6) Wh<>ro any comp3nsation qeposited 
with the Commissioner is ·payable 
to any person, the Commissioner shall, 
if the person· to whom the compen-
sation is payable is not a woman or tJ 
person und~r a legal disabi1.ity. and 
may in other cases, : pay the money 
to the person entitled thereto. 

(7) Where any lump siun deposited 
mth the CommisSIoner is paya.ble 
to a woman or a person under a legal 
disability, such snm may be invested, 
applied or otherwise dealt With for the 

.. 

. benefit of the woman. or 0/ such person 
during his disability. in such manner 
as the Commissioner may direct; and 
where a half-monthly pa.ymcnt is P&J· 
able to any person under a legal disabi-
lity. the ComlDis9ion~r may, of his own 
motion or on an application mnde to 
him in this beh!Llf, order that the pay· 
ment b3 m:lde during ths disability to 
nny dep:mdant of ths worklU3.n or to 
any other person whorn the Commis-
sionor thinks bc::!t fitted to provide for 
the welfa.re of the workman "; and 

(d) "t.W-seciio" (6) 8.~aU bs rtIlU11l~t'.r~ aI sub. 
8ecti01& (8) and (lfter thl. .!l,~-s!ction the 
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JolZolCin:J sub-section BlulU 66 Q/lded. 
f/.amely :- . 

•• (9) Where the Commission" varies any 
order under Bub-seelio" (8) by rca.!on 
of the lad tJ.al p:%ymtnt oJ compensation 
to any person 1mI been obtained b!l 
jraud. impersonation or other improper 
m~n", any • amounl eo paid to or on 
behalf oJ surA puson m:zy be recovered 
in the manner hereinafter protiUecl 
in ~ection 31," 

5. To section 23 of the said Act after the words 
Am d t. f tJ II material objecta" tho 

en men 0 Bec on fl' 
.23, Act. VIII of 19:?3. olowmg words shall be 

added, namely :-
II nnd the Commissioner shall be deemed t<> be 

a Ch;l Court for all the purposes of section 
10.; and of Chapter XXXV of tho Code of 
Criminal Procedure, 1898." V of 1899. 

6. In sub-section (1) of section 28 of the said 
Amendment of sectJon Act,-

...28. Act. vm of 1923. 
Ca) for the words II to a person under a legal 

disability" tho words II to (J woman 
or a person under a legal disability" 
shall be substituted; 

(6) clause (6) of the proviso shall be omitted j 
and 

(e) in clause (d), for the words II to a person 
under any legal disability" the words 
II t<> a U'077kln or a person under a legal 

• disability" shall be substituted. 
7. In Schedule II t<> th!) said Act,-
~en~ntoIBchedu~ n. Ad VIII of 1923. 

(1) fur clause (v) the following clause shall be 
substituted, namely :-

.. (1:) employed for tho purpose of loading, 
unloading, fuelling, constructing, re-
pairing, demolishing, cleaning or paint-
ing any ship oj which ht is flot the 
mastu or a member oj tile erelO ; or "; 

(2) in clause (vii), Jor the word II ca.ble .. 
the words "lint or caUt or post or 
standard for the same" shall be inserted ; 
and . 

(3) after clause (i;r) t.ho following clauses shall 
be added, namely:-

"or 
(x) unplo!ltd upon a railway aa defined in 

clal13e (4) oJ secliol& 3, al/d 8ub-scdio1& 
(J) of seclion 148, 01 tilt Indian Rq.il-
uuys AcI, 1890. by (J person Julfillin:J IX of 1690. 
a contract wit.~ L~~ railway ar!mi-
nislTation ; OT 

(xi) f'lUl)loyed as an inspector, mail guard. 
sorter or \"an peon in the Rnilway 
Mail Sen-ice; or 

(xii) employed, in connection with opera-
tions for winning natural petroleum 
or natural gas, as a rig-builder, driller, 
driller's helper, oil-well puller, or in 
bailing or dcaning oil-wells or putting 
in and taking out casiugs or drill 
pipes in oil \n'lls ; or 

(xiii) employed in nny occupation inyolv-
ing blasting operntions." 

8. In Schedu1e IV to t.he said Act. for the worns 
.o\ru~nJmCIlt. of Sche. Ilnd letters" claus£'! (a) or 

dule IV. Act. VIII of clnuso (b)" tho word and 
1923. figure "sub-section (1)" 
@hall be SUb3titutcd. 



. j ,. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSE~mLY 
DEPARTMENT . 

Report of the Select Committee on the· 
Bill further to amend the Workmen's 
Compensa.tion Act, 1923, for certain. 
purposes, with the Bill as amended. 
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