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LEGISLATIVE DEP ART~IE1\'"'T. 

WE. the unllersi::ne~, Members of the Select Committee to which the Bill to con£;oliilate 
·and amend the law rejating to t):e naturalization in British India of aliens resident therein waR 
nrerred, hnyc roof:iuered the Dill a.nti ha\'e now the honour to submit this our Report} "'itb the 
Bill aa amt'uded Ly us annexed therd.o. 

~ 2. Of such amendments as n-e ha.-re m::a(]c in the Bill, tIle majority are of a purely draft-
lDg na.ture, Dnd we proceed to deal only 'with those which appear to us to require fpecial 
mentioD as in\"oh·ing char.ges of .,,;ubstance or any importance. 

8. Clau.e 2.-. We have amended the definition of "British subjtoct II which, as it rlood 
in the Bill. djd not include rcrs::,ns to wh()m c~rtjf.c;,tes of nntDralization ha,·e been ~n~ed 
uDder the Britilih Natiollality and Status of AlitnCl Act. 1914, or pErsons wl:<r haTe beoome 
wbjedll of His Majesty by reason of annexation d territory. 

A. regard. tbis definition, we bllTe c(lI:siJrrcd tbe propiety of jn~rtit:g in the Bill a 
-c1ffiaition J'fprodccing the Eubstat:cc of the de:fh:iticns of "lhitiEh Eubjcct" and "nlituJal .. 

_ bom BriUlh fubjeet JJ "bich are contaiced in the Bri1i~h Act·. In TieW} how€l"'er, d the 
poIfibiht1 of 6Ubsrquent amCDUJI:(>nts to t be btt er, ,,·e baTe decided not to do 0, but to 
retammrnd that thue defniti( DS be f('proeucfd from the English Act as fOOt-Dotu in tho 

. GfScftal edition of this Dill when it brcoo:es law, and ve l:ave recEh-~d an assurance that efiect 
will in dne CGUJ'Fe be gj,('D to this reromrreJ!d.:ition. 

A. it i. possible that certain persons desirous of obtaining Indian nnturalization unun the 
Act may be subject to the Indian )Iajority Act, IbiS, we thinE it admble to pro\"ide that 
penon. 80 fubject ,hall be go-rernrd by the rroTiEioDS of that Act, and we h3\"e altered the 
~nition of II minoru in sub-clause (t") of tbi, clause accordingly.· The definition adopted is 
that containecl in the Prolnte and Adn:.inistration Act} 1881. 

. 4. ClD ••• 3.-We desire it to be made clear that a minor, It" hether he is under guardian-
&hip or not, ,hall not be eDtitled to the grant of a certificate of naturalizatioD in his own name, 
&DCi we haye accordingly iDSel-ted a clause malcing pro\"won to that effect at the beginning of 
Ab-elau.e (1) of tbis C!Jause. 

6. eza.,t 4.-We think that the applicant for a certifiC!8.~ -of naturalizstion under the Act 
.houlcl also he obliged to state whether there is any pending a{,plication ~de b,J him for a 
grut of naturalization under the British Act, and we hat'e provided accordingly. 

G. Tlae Bill Wal published in the Gazette of India, dated the 7th July,1928-

'I. We think that the Bill has not ~ &0 alt.ezed as to require re-publication, and we 
ftIOOlDmenci that it be passed as DOW amended. 

W. M. HAILEY. 

N. Y. SAlIARTH .. 

RARCHANDRAI VlSHINDAS. 

P. B. PERCIVAL. 

~. N .. MUKHERJEE. 

c.. S. SUBRAHMANAY AlL 

H. S. GOUR. 

BE."iRY J. STAN'YON, Col .. 



[As n.n:cnd£~ 1;,y :'h~ S£~cct Ccm:z:.ittee.] 

[Wcrds J:r~n~~d in :!n.::c£ indicn.te the :-.. :n~nd· 
m::'I:.ts ~'.:gg~!:tc.d t.y the Ccomittees.] 

DILL 

Tj 

COJUoli,?a.fe Q,ul nml'ful the la.;c 1oela~iiig to tZe 
flatllrnli:alioll in Brit;&! I"iiia Clf alienI Teli-
dent therein. 

WlIERUS it is expedient to consoliuate ani 
amend the la.w relating to the naturalization in 
TIritish India of aliens resident therein; It is 
hereby enacted liS follows :-

1. (1) This .Act may be caned the Indian 
8bOTt title. extent a.Dd Naturalization Act, 1923. 

CQID menoemeD t. 
(2) It extends to the whole of :British India, 

including British Baluchista.n and the SonthaJ 
Pargan.:ls: 

(3) It 611all come into force on Inch date 8S 
the Go~ernor General in Council may. by notifi-
cation in the Gazette of India, appoint. 

2. In this Act, unless tbere is anything repug--
DeftniliOD&. nant in the subj!ct or con-

text:-
(0) I' British Etlbject II means a British sub-

ject as defined in section 27 of the 
Dritish Nationality a:ld Status of Aliens 4 , s 
Act. 1914; Geo.6 c.17. 

o • 

(b) "certificate of naturalization" means a 
certificate of natnralization granted 
under this Act; and 

(c) tI minor" mean. ."1 peno. hbied to 
tIe I.di .. jf IIjorit¥ Act, IBi5, eAo Iltl' IX of IEWS • 
• ot 4ttaiutl ii, .ajoNt! willi. til • 
• elui"g 0/ tJa' Act, or IU1 oU~r person 
who bas not attained the age of eighteen 
years. 

3. (1) The Local GoTerDment may pDt a 
Grut of Cft'tificate of certificate of naturalization 

ut1uallutioa. to any person wbo makes an 
application in tbis behalf and eatisfies the Local 
Goyernment-

(tr) tAat At i, .0' (l .i.or ; 
(b) tha.t he is neither a British subject nor a 

subject of aDy state in Europe or 
America ; 

(e) th!lt he has. during a period of not less 
than fin years immediateJv~ the 
dllte of the application .. • either resided 
in British India or been in the sernce of 
the Crown under the Government; 

. (II) that he is of g:lOCl character ; 
(e) that he has an adequate knolrled~ of a 

b.n!!"Uage ~hic:h has been decla.rea by the 
~ Uot'ernment, by noti6eation in the 
local official Gazette, to be a principal 
Ternacular of the pronoce i and 

(f) that he in~nds. -if the appli~ntion is 
granted, to reside in Briash lncli!l or to 
enter or oontiDue in the service c,f the 
Crown under the Government: 
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Pro"ided that nothing in clause (c) or clause 
( () shall apply in the case of a woman 'Yho was a 
Dritish subject previotlf:ly to ber marnage ~o • 
person not B British f~bject ana wh~se husband 
has died or wbose marnage has been dissolved. 

(2) N othiug in this FCction shall be dee~. to 
pre"ent the !!r.l.nt of a. certificate of natural1Z3.tJon 
to any pc~n to whom a certificate. of ~atnrnl~
zation Lns been issued uutler tho Indian Naturall-
mtion Act, 1852. lS::'X of 

4. (1) Every apl'liL-ation for a certificnte of • 
Content. and for.D "f ruLturaliza.tion shall be in 

application. writin~. and sh&ll &tate, to 
tile best of the knowledge amI belief of the 
applicant-

(0) his age ; 
{b) ,,;, I,\llce of hirt h ; 
(co) h. place of rel-idt"Jlce ; 
(tI) /; i, proft"s;oic.n, tnd~, or oceuJYltion ; 
(e) r ull part irulars n-g:iTll i D:! /. i. qual ificatione 

iu r~·pect of th~ mattl'rB rel£'rreJ to in 
c1au~ (4) to (/) of 17!b-.tdion (1) ~I 
section 8 ; 

(I) whether At /'4. at any time prel"iously 
IJfplit(l for the graDt of a certi6cate 
of naturalization untler the British 
~ ationality and Status of Alieni Act, " .t 5 0t'0 
1~114, or the Indian Naturalization i. e.17. .• 
Act, 1852, or tbis Act; XIX of 

(9) ""h~thfor any IllcA 81'plication has been 1852. 
r~jcct(d ; 

(h) ",·bether any such certoificate has been 
~rBn'ett to Iti. ; nnd 

(i) ",·hctht'r ::rony such certificate granted to 
him has Leen rel"oked. 

r 2) E,·ery such applicat-ion shall be signed by 
the 81'plico..1nt nnd shall be accompanied by an 
afIidayit sworn b, him yerU,;n!! that the state-
ments coutained therein are true - to the beet of his 
1.:no\l" ledge II nd ~licf. 

(~ Ihe Local Go~ernment sh:ul Fatirly itself 
as to the truth vf the statements contained in the 
arplication, nnu for this pUI"fosc may cause to 
be made FUch further inquiry, if any, and may 
l1'quirc such further el"ideDL"e, if :10)". either by 
aflida.it or otherwise, as it thinks ne(!essary. 

5. (I) I f the LOl~l GOl"ernment is ~,fied that 
the D.ppli(·ant is qualified onder 

Gnnt of ~rti6cate. section 3 for the grant of a 
~rti{jca.te of naturalization 

:1O!l is othcrwiS<' a fit TRr80n for the grant of Buch 
cutificate, it may gr:1nt a t.'el'lificate reciting the 
qualifications of thc 8!,p1ic-ant for such grant and 
conferring upon him nIl the rights, prh·ileges &Del 
~pacities of n.turalization UDder this Act, excep' 
such rights, pri,"il~ or capacities, if any, as 
may Fpecifically be withbdd by the certificate. 

t~ An.y !!ocb Ct'Ttifirate may. if the Dpplicant &0 
n-que:;u;, lDclude the name of any minor child of 
the applicant, not being by birth a British subject, 
who ,,"as born before the date of the l'Crtificate and 
is for the time bcin~ re5idfOnt in British Iu(iia. and 
undt'r tb~ control of the 81'1)licant ; anclshaJl gran~ 
t.) any child so incllhlt1l all the rights. priyile~ 
:t.Dtl capa.cities of nntumlizntion unuer this Act, 
f'Xct"pt such rights, rri\·ill'~~ or capacities, if &Dl. 
as may spedficall,. be withh('Jd by the Q!rtiticate. 

lS\ 'IDe gnnt. of a. ecrtifie:Lte of natumlination 
.. ball 1)(' in tht 'l~luk disCl"Ction of the Local 
Uf\\"emmcnt, ancl no aPlam) shaH lie from any 
r.'fm:al to g-rDut aDY su~h l·t.nlitknte or to i.d ... if 
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111 (111."1 s7'r'h !lul;,l GUJI [arlin'[f'/" /';t,7,t, prif:ilfge fir 
capaeitj_ 

6. Eyery person to whom a. cf'rtificate of natu" 
Oa.tb of ~lI('J:;:llirc. rdization .b,~ bee.n grant-

c:J :-blJ, 'ntl.m tbrty clays 
from the d3.te or the !!'rant tltcreof, take and sub-
scribe the follon-ing oath, namely :-

" I, A .R. of 
(10 hereby Fwear (or affirm) that 1 will be faithful 
Bnd Lear true dll'gi~nee to His )faje~ty the King, 
Emperol' of India, H is Heirs &Ild Successors"! 

ProvideU that the Local G o,crnment may extend 
the time allowed und~ this section in any case in 
"'hich it is satisfied that failure to take and BUb-
scribe the oath within tha.t time was due to suffi-
cient cause. 

7. \1) No certifica.te of n&.tura.liza.tion .shall ha,c 
'[fftet of grnnt of ee-r- efri'ct until the pereon to 

tifiea.te and t:&.kiog of whom it is granted has 
oath. taken a"d I1lhlCTihed the oath 
pm;cribed by section 6, but upon the taking and 
subscribing of such oath such person, the wife of 
any such person, and any child of ILDY IAlch person 
who bas been included in the certificate under sub-
section (2) of section 6, fhall, when in Rritish 
India, be deemed to be British Stlhjects and be 
entitled to aU the rigbt5, pririleogE!8 and car,!1Cities 
d a Briti~h subject born within British I nelia, 
except such rights, pri,ileoges or capacities. if an., 
as may hne been withheld from them respecti,eIy 
by the certificate, and shall within Eritish bdia. 
be subjC'Ct to.ll the cbligations, duties .. nd liabili-
ties of a British subject_ 

(2) When f/'e p~r". to ~ho .. a. certificate of 
Daturalization has been granted luu tQf~. aad 
u/;,er;/}{ll tile OIJtil l,rl,cr;b~d h.1 8l'di04 G, lUly 
mfe thereafter married by, aud a.ny cwld thereafkr 
born to, 51lCh person Fhrll. if she or lo~ i·o not a 
British mbjt'Ct and if such person afo~~l at the 
da~ of the m~o-e or birth, as the ease may be, 
retain. any rights, privileges or eapacit:es of 3 
British subject under this Act, be entitled to the 
&ame rights, prinleges and capacities, and be 
~bject to the same obligations, duties aDd liabili-
ties, to which such per50n aforesaid was at that 
date entitled and subjet't. 

8. (1) Where the Loc&1 Gcn-e...~ment of tbe 
K~ of certi- prorince in which a person 

6eate. to whom a. certificate of 
natunilization hu been ~mnted und{>r tHs 
Act, or the Indian Natulalizaticn Ac~ 1852, XXX oilS:. 
resides, or, in the case of any such pe~n ... 
who is Dot for the time being resident in llritish 
India, the Local GOTernment, by which such a 
certifieate was granted to S1:ch person, is satisfied 
that the certificate mlS obtained by false representa-
tion or fraud or by conceclment of m:lterial 
circumstances, or that the person to w~om the 
certificate haa ~ gz:anted hlB showD him~ by 
act or speech to be disaffected or disloyal to His 
Majesty. the Local Government shall, by order in 
mitiDg. ~oke the certi6cate. . 

(2) Without prejudice to the foregoing pro-
"isions, such Local G onmmeot shaU, by order in 
l\"riting, reToke such. certificate of naturalization 
ill aforeaid in any ease in which it is· Rltis5ed 
that the peraon to whom the certificate was 
gran~- . . 

(eI) bu, during aDY WIU' in which Bia 
Majesty is engaged. unlawfully traded 
or communicated with Ole enem!, or 



4 

""itll a. subjl'ct of an ene'my sute, ('11" 

becn enga.~ed in, or associated with, 
any Lu;;int'RS whidl is to his knowledge 
C'arTiul on in sneh a rna!} ncr 33 tl) assist 
the enemy in such war j or 

(b) has, within five y .. a.I"S of the date of the 
grant of the certifica.te, been sentenec.l 
by nny Conn in Hi. :\Iajc.;ty's dominions 
to transportation or to penal ser,·ituue, or. 
to impr:sonment r,)C a term of llot les~ 
than twelve mCJnths, or to pay a fine of 
not less than one thousand rupees; 
or 

(e) wa.s not of go.lod charnctttr at· the dale of 
the ;;rant af tile certificate ; or 

(d) has f:incc the date of the (!T3.nt of t!le 
certificate ~n, for a period of not leu 
than seven Ye.lTS, onlinarilv resiucnt out 
of His l\1:J}-sty's domini~)ns otherwise 
th ID as a reprc5cn!ati\"e (if a Britibh 
subj~t, firm or compan]' ~rryin~ on 
business, or of an institutIon established, 
in His Majesty's dominions, or in the 
8:!mce of the Crown, and has Dot main.-
Lained 5ub:;t!lDtial connectwn with His 
Majesty's dominions; or 

(e) remains, according to the Ja.w of a state 
at war with HUi :Majesty. a subject of 
that state; 

anu that the eontimunce of the certific:Lte is not 
condocive to the public gooJ. 

(3) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to 
authorise the revoca.tion by one Local Government • 
of a certificate ~l':Ulted by another Local Oo\"ero-
ment without the concurrence of that other Local 
Government, or, if that L:1l.-:U. Go\"ernment refWioOii 
to ooncur, of the Governor General in Council 

(l) The Local Government ma.y. if it thinks 
fi t, before making an order under tllis section, 
refer the case for su::h inquir.v a. is hereinafte\" 
s: ecifi('u, anJ, in any case t'l which 8ub-section (1) 
cr clause (ai, clause (c) or clause (e) of 6Ub-sectiOD 

(2) appJieR, the Local Government shall, by notice 
gi t'en to, or sent by po~t to the last known adJreu 
of, teo hoMer of the certificate, give him an 
opportunity of cla.iming that the ease be referrei 
for such inquiry, and, jf the bolder 80 claim, iu 
accordance with the notice, tbe Local Government 
shall refer the case for inquiry accordin;-Iy. 

(5) An inquiry unuer this section ,hall be held 
hy Buch person or persons anti in snch manner as 
the Local Government may direct in each case. 

(6) Where a certificate is revoked undcr this 
a!ction, the revocation sball have effect from such 
date as mav be directed bv the Local Govern-
Dlent, and thereupon the ce;!ifica.te shall be git'en 
np and cancelled; and any person who, without 
I"O;!~ollable cau~ tho hurd~n of proving which sha.ll 
lie! up,m him, faili to give up his certificate within 
one month from the aforesaiu lbtc, shall be pun-
ishable with fine which mar- exteud to one thous-

• and rupees. • 
(i) For the purpo~ of this section, an"v persoll 

,,·ho ~ acquired any of the rights, privileges or 
C:lpa.cities of n:ltnralizat!on undl!r sub-sretion (2) 
of S4."Clion 5 or SUb'lio~ttOD (.:?) of ~~tion 7 bv 
rt'asou (If the grant t,) hi:, 1':trt'nt of a certifit"ate of 
naturaliz:ttion, ,..r!, olltr It .411 .:t/,u"'lta .(ti,.)~it" 
be deoem~l t-o be a llersoD to whom a certificate-
of naturalizativn b.'\S kt'n grant\.~. 
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9. (1) 'Where a ccrti ficate is revoked under 
Eft'rct of rCTocalir)D of ~e(;tion S, the former holder 

crrtificr.tc. thereof shall cease to be 
ueemeu to U:! a Dntlsll !=uhje~t. 

(2) On ~u<:h reyocat ion, the Local GO\'ernmcnt 
may, b,' on1er in ~itin"'. direct that the wife and 
minor ~hi]dren (or nny °cf them) of the pen:on 
whose cPrtificlitc is revoked shaU cease to be deemed 
to be Rritish subjects; but, where no such direc-
tion is ~ncle, the status of the wife and minor 
children of the person w hOfe eertifical e is rel"oked 
Ehall not be affected by the re'focatil;n : 

Provided that, in the case of a wife who was at 
birth a British 6ubject, no 6uch order as .fore~aid 
sh"ll be made unless the Local GOl"ernment is 
•• tis6ed that, if she Lad held & certificate of 
naturalization in her own ~ht. the certificate 
could properly ha.'t"e been r€"\"oked under Fcction 8, 
and the pro\'isioDs of that section as to referring 
cases for inquiry shall apply to the making of any 
such order as they apply to the rel"ocation of • 
certIficate. 

10. (1) A declamtion of alienage in such manner 
Dn:iaratioD of &lieD- as may be prescribed by rules 

age. made undet this Act mal" be 
made- .. 

(a) by any person to whom a certificate of 
naturalization has been granted under 
this Act, or under the Indian Naturaliza-
tion Act, 1852 i or XU of IBSS. 

{b) within one Teal' of his attaining majority, 
by any child who haa acquired any of 
the rights, prh"ileges or capacities of 
DaturalizatioD under sub-section (2) of 
section 5 or rob-section (2) of section 
7 i or 

(c) within six months from the date of the 
lel"ocation of a certifiCAte under section 
8, or of the death of, or of the dissolution 
of her marriage with, the holder of any 
roch certificate 8S is therein referred to. 
by the wjfe of the person whose certi-
ficate has been tel"oked. or who has died, 
or whose marriJage to her' has been dis-
soh"ed, as the case may be. 

(2) Where a declaration _ of alienage bas been 
made in the manner aforesaid, the person making 
the same, and the wife of Iny wch person, and a:n.y 
ehildren of any Eillch person who are minors and are 
not by birth British robjf"Cts, shall cease to be 
deemed to be BritiEh subjects. 

11. Every person making an inquiry under the 
orders of & Local Goyern-

bquirlel. ment under sub-section (3) 
of section 4, and f!l"ery person appointed to hold 
•• inquiry under sub-section (5) of section 8, shall 
be deemed to be a public sernnt mthin the mean-
ing of the Indian Penal Code, and shall for the XLV of usa. 
purposes of such inquiry hal"e the same powers nB 
are Tested in a Court under the Code of Cil"il 
Procedure, 1908. ""ben trying • suit, in respect of l' of 1&01. 
the following matters :-

(_, enforcing the attendance of any person 
and eDlIl!ning him on oath i 

(ii' compelling the production of documents 
.. 4 fII.t~td 06j_ch; and 

(iii) issuing commissions for the enmina.tion 
of witnesses i 



an.l every such inquiry shall be deemcfl to be a 
judicial proccedin~ \l"ithin t he meaning of sections 
lOS and ~28 of the Indian I)enal Code. SJ,V ~ 

12. (1 J All oaths and affidavits for the P\X-
. . I'o!'~s of thizJ Act shall be 
O~ and aftid:mta. sworn before a 1\1 agistrate 

or stH:h other person :IS mar be :lllpointed in 
~hi!l behalf hy the Local Go\'ernmcnt. 

(~) The lfagistratc or other p£'rson by ""hom 
an oath of allrgiance is administered under sec-
tion 6 shall grant to the person making the SaIne 
a certifil.-ate in writing of his ha\'ing taken and 
6ubscribed meh oath and of the date of his takin~ 
and sn~cribing the &:lm£', and shall forward to 
the Local GO\'ertlDlent the oath 80 taken and 
iUbscribed together with a copy of 8uch cerlifit.'atc. 

13. (I) The Local Go\'('rumt'nt mil", with the 
r to .. 1 pre\'ious fanction of tho 

o ... r lila ... ru tS. G G I' C il on .. rnor enero. 10 ounc. 
b,' notification in the local offici;ll G azet te, make 
rules to gi\'e efft.'ct to the pro\'isions of this Act. 

(2) In p::.rticular and without prejudice to the 
grnernlity of the foregoing POlDeTIl, FUeh -rulee 
may pro'dde for all or ally of the following 
IUatters, D&Dlely :-

(a) the form or forms in which certific:Ltes 
of na.tnnlization shaH be granted, and 
the Irulnner in \If weh they sball bo 
recordt.>J j • 

(~) the mann& in whioh declantions of 
alienage &hall be nude and ro..-ordcd i 

(e) the recording of oaths of allegiance i 
and 

(tf) the fees which may be imposed for the 
issue of nn\' C{,rt;ifhate, whether of 
Jl3.tumlization or otherwise, granted 
under this Act. 

14:. 2\othing contained in this Act shan be 
Limitatiou to the mmt deemed to entitle tQ any of 

of. na.tllralizatiol1 :udD the ri~hts, pri-t-ilegcs or 
this Act. capacities of a. British sub-
jed the child of nny pcr~n ,,-ho is himself &0 
entitled b,' reason ouh- (If the inclusion of his 
name in Ii certificate of Il:lturnlization under sub-
6ection {~} _of section 5 or of the grant of a certifi-
cate of naturalization to hi~ parent. 

15. The enactments mentionoo in the Schedule 
Rtpul .. 

column thereof. 

are hereby repealed to the 
atcnt specifieU in the fourth 

'fear. No. 

THE SCHEDULE. 
Eli.ACT 1I E~""T3 R au LED. 

(S,e H('tif)1l 15.1 

Short title. Edellt of Iepeal. 

-- -- ------- ---------
1552 XIX n..luJiaIa Xalural· NI m1lch u baa DOt bee .. 

1897 XIV 
izatk.D Act, l~t. rrpoak-d. 

The lodi:u1 S bon 
TiU. Act, 1897. 

The Rf'J*liog .ml 
AJDenJi"J; Act. 
Hla. 

So mud, of the S('be\lu16 
all Matft to> the I udiu 
Xaturali.lJltioD Act. 
1S:.2. 

~o much cf the ~l1d 
~dardul. a, relatea to 
t 1~ lu :iaYl ~A~1lrali:.o.
liou Act. 155%. 

1919 1\'1 The !aai:u1 XatumJ· 1 be 11 hole. 
iuti .. n (Amt"I;d-
~ut) .\cl. l~IU. 



GOYER.XlIE~T OF INDIA. 

LEGISLATIYE DEPARTlIEXT. 

Report of Select Committee on the Bill to. 
consolidate and amend the law relating ~ 
to the naturalization in British India of:, 
aliens resident therein, 'With the Bill as l; 
amended. 
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