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COUNCIL OF STATE. 
Friday, 2nd Marr;h, 192~. 

The Council met in the ('.JOuncil Chamber of the Council Reuse at )4;le"'en 
of the Clock, the Honourable the President in the Chair. 

MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

SECRETARY OJ' i'HB COUNCIL: Sir, the iollowing message has beell 
received from tbe Secretary of the Legis1a.tive Assembly : 

.. 6ir 1 Beg ~ inf01'll1 y~ tJ_, t,h. Legilll&toive .\Raembl.,y have at tl.eirmeeting of the-
lilt ]4e.rch 19211 agreed witbout aDY amendments to the following liills "'hi(,b were p&IIII8d 
by the Counl'il of State on tlle 18th and 21st Ft!bruary, 1928 : 

.' 41) A BQl to amend • ..., B ...... SalIl.kt, 1917, for. t'f!I1IBin JI'U'PGBI' >: 
(3)· A Bill luna,r to emeDCl thellldian Sec1II'iii_ Act, 111'20, for a ceJ1aiJt IlUrpoiIe, " 

ELECTION TO THE PANEL FOR THE CENTRAL ADVlSOJty CO'UNctL 
FOR RAILWAYS. 

To. UQlIlOllB.UJL5 8m GBOWREY CORBETT ,Coauneree &oi;otary):. 
SQ, lp¥:w. : 

•• That 1IlHe C_etl do pt'OCeed t& eleot In BUt'. _Del' .. may be at'PI'O\Oed' ~ .. 
HOBMDahIII-$IIe Presid ..... p .... oOllllillt.bl8 of 8·~'JJI iroal1rlliob Itllhall.blf .......... 
IIIft4 - tfte ~.~y ~vil.lor RaHwa18 ... JNIO~i.dtd.hJr in elaWNI: 6·ol,tIs.a... 
l.wo. wpt.ed by ., ~ve Aasembly on the 20th Septembt'l'. 1924, on the 8llbjtwt.. 
of tbe I18Jlar&ti~ 01 ailwall ~ce ". 

The motiaIl waa·adoptldi. 

'tu llO;NOll~I.B TIl. PRESlD~' ~ With refereJrce to tlie motion j~ •. 
1IIIlopted. bl \he House. I fix WecJne.d&y. the 7Ui Maron. up to, ther.~mt tit 
l.l A.H. M, tbe tUDe by which nominatious: to thia panel' mould be Ilanded ih tU:~ 
tbe 8ecre-.ry. 

CHIT'lAGONG PORT ~DM;EN[c) BlJ..4, .. 
TH. HONQ.UMBLB SIa GEOFFREY CQB.1mTT (Commeroe&ru.etary)::-

Sill, ~ move that the Bill further to &Dlilndi tfleChittagong Port Ant'r'.W4,. fot 
oert.ain purposes as reported by the Seleat Coounittee, be taken into considera-
tion. 

This Bill has been oarefully examined by a. Select Committee CJI dais HOUle 
which, if I may BILY so, w. peculiarly competent to deal withtbe .ohject. Not> 
only were the' looal interests of Beng.l Wllll repreeented on it, but there were four 
mem~ of Port Tru8!-B in dithnmt pa.rtlI of India, who bad. had long practical 
~xpenence of the admmis~a.ti0n of Port Acts; and I think we are very mUG. 
lDdebt.ed to them for havmg helped us to remove certain defects that might 
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()the~e h.a ve ~xisted in the ~ill. ;Vter the P4tient and informed criticism 
·to whICh thlB Bill has been subJected m Select Committee, I do not think it is 
:necell88:ry for ~e to d~ell at ~ny len~h on the matter ~ere. There are only 
two pomts whIch reqUIre specIal mentIOn and explanation. 

The first is the prooedure for the election of the CommiB8ioners and of the 
Vice-Chairman. C()nsiderable amendments have been made hy the Select 
Committee in the original draft, and the objects of these amendments may be 
briefly summarised as follows: Firstly, provision is made for a general election 
~very two years, and, secondly, for the election of a new Vice-Chairman after 
~very general election. Thirdly, the Bill secures the continuity of the Board 
by providing that existing members shall continue to hold office until their 
8UCCeB8ors have been duly elected. The Bill as now amended makes due provi-
sion for theee objects, which were, I think, the original intention of the Bill and 
will, no doubt, commend themselves to the House. 

The second question is the amendment of section 71 of the original Act, 
which is dealt with in clause ] 8 of theptesent BiltThis is rather an unusual 
section. In fact there is only one other precedent, I think, in the whole of 
Indian port legislation, and that is in the Rangoon' Port Act .•. It retains to the 
Local Government oertain rightfi over property .whioh.illlla been tranafen-ed to 
the Commissioners otherwise than in exchange for its ma.rket vaiue, and is now 
v~te? in the Commissioners. Sub:section (1) of this section provides that no 
;b~~!DYI!.Pf 9t.twf·:per~1,aneDt atructuFe8shall be erected ~ ~~p. w:ithoij.t; 
. the sanctIon of tllf> Local Government. In agreement Wl.th the· Local Govern-
ment, this sub-section has now been omitted altogeihml. It would indeed 
obviously l,e impos!lible fOf, the Govemot: General in CoUilDCiil to undertake 
responslbility'fortrre Control 'oY'the port, 'if this ~b-Betltion·retID&inEd. It 
would be quite impossible, if no structurc could be put up.on port tnst.prbperty· 
rw)'t,JlOut.the sanction of .the 1.0cal Govpmment, whicp. had J;IQ. lQIIF &.Dy re-
sponsibility fOl .. the oontroland 8A!lmiDist,rationof the' -port. . The- aeeond (lwb • 

. sectiou'givesthe,·r .. ocfl.I.Govemment ~be'right to.reamme such p!lope'l'1ly in·certain· 
ci'l'Cttlli'startces Without compensa.tion, except for. c.erta.~ specifl;~eX'pen.rliture· 
incurred by the Commissioners. This right has been retafued,'&f'teroonsulta-

" tion with the Local Govcmment, in the present BilL, buttbe eDlC)iIIe of it is 
~ade sllbje .. ct~ ... , t~e .. J:lr~V?I.·o.~S .... Iil~t.iop.J .. Irf. .. \ '. ~~e, ,(~o~.~f110y,~~J:. ~ in., I., C~uncil. 
TP.ere. N1s, :~.o~~veI' \)oob 1iJ0!Jledifle~~.()f, 0l?UUQ~ re~~~;:'6n~ ~ead of 
.expeni{Iture 1.11 tc~ect of WhlCli cbln~tion can lxl. clawed.' TJ;iis 1S head 
~6f of stlb~~la:hs'ei (1)' of bla.use is of th'e Bill. ,. ''rhe'oHgiri.lil .AotproVi~M.fotcon1-
pensation for the cost of revetment a.nd other works for th(J protection of the 
property to be resumed. But the Local G<>ve~ment asked ~. to amend this. in 
this Bill by substituting the general word." ImrI"?v~enw! for the .. spec~Q 
'Words" revetment andotlher WQrk&for the t>rotebtJou·of tbehroperty . Th. 
!Suggestion?f the Local.Govern~e~t b~ been r«:jec~d by the Sel~ct ~omDl;itt,ee. 
It was cdrt8idered'~~a.t ~t was not.po81llble b~re to a~ the preCl8e 1lll.¢ica.tlon 
of thecltange. Lacal mquiry 'WilT be required and, unooessary, th18 can be' 
made stlbsequently, 'and any legisla.tive proviBion that ma.y be necetJ8ary can be 
made by a subsequent amendment. At the same time, it was .held that s~h 
.an amendment would in any. case be It ohange of substance w hlOh . was outsIde 
the' scope of the Bill. The Loea\.Gov,emment .have reported t<>. ustb.at the Po~ 
ConbniMionerli ,oonsider it inopportune to. make ;allY amendm.en.t of the Ac1; III 
,matte1'8 fa.llingoutside the scope of the. Bill. The Sel~ct Co~mlttee, theref~, 
bve amendedtbe originaJ. ~ra.ft of dause I8of.the Bill, ~lCh ame~ds $eCti~n 
71 of the Act, 80 as to .WDlt the amendm~t to the 8Oopeof the Bill, that ';8 • 
. the transfer of control from the Local Gove~ment to the Governor General m 
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-Council; and they have, therefore, restored the words "revetment and other 
works for the protection of the property" instead of the word" improvements". 
The remaining amendments are of no great importance; they are conse. 
quential, and 80 on. I do not think I need refer to them. 

Sir, I move. 
THE HONOUll.ABLE THE PRESIDENT: The question is: 
.. That the Bill further to amend the Chittagong Pqrt Act, ]9]4, for certain J:UJfO£EI:I, 

a. reported by the Select Committee, be taken into conaideratioD." 

The motion was adopted. 
Clauses 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 were added to the Bill. 
Clauses 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 were added to the Bill. 
Clauses 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18 were added to the Bill. 
Clauses 19,20,21,22,23 and 24 were added to the Bill. 
Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 
The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 
THE HONOURABLE Sm GEOFFREY CORBETT: Sir, I move that the 

Bill, as amended by the Select Committee, be passed, 
Tn: HONOURABLE THE PRESIDENT: The question is : 
.. That the Bill further to amend t,he Chittagong POIt Act, 1914, for certain [urpcaeEl, 

aa amended by the Select Committee, be passed. ,. 

The motion was adopted. 

STATEMENT OF BUSINESS. 

Tn: HONOURABLE :KlJ.AN BAlIADUR Sm MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH : 
{Leader of the House): Sir, our next meeting will be held on the 7th March, 
on which day the Select Committee's Report on the Indian Limitation (Amend. 
ment) Bill will be presented, and motions will be made for the consideration and 
passing of the Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Bill, which was laid on the table 
on the 21st February. Thereafter our next meeting will be held on the 9th 
March for the discussion of the General Budget. As no business has been 
balloted for the 8th, there will be no meeting on that day. 

The Council then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, the 
7th March, 1928. 




