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CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY OF INDIA (LEGISLATIVE) 

Wetllle8d'IY, 4th February, 1948 

" 

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the 'CoUlicii Rausa a, 
n ~ of the Clock, Mr. Speaker (The Honourable Mr. G. V. ~ n  ill 

the Chair. 

. 
STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

(a) ORAL ANSWERS 

Rmll'l's OF ClTIzENSBIl' OF INDJANS AND CoNDITION: OF INDIAN L.UIoUB 
IN CEYLON •. 

>i '.;!j;"f<'. 

108. *1Ir. ll.. It. Sidhva:· (a) W:H the Honourable'thE! Prime Minlstei;· ... 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the recent interviews between '£he 
Prime M;inisters of Ceylon and of India have brought about a satisfactory result 
as . ~ the rights of citizenship of Indians now in Ceylpn? 

(b) If so, what are the ~~~  citizenship? 
(c) What is the nUIDber of Indian ~  in Tea and ;Rubber Plantationa 

in ~ n  ~ ~ . 

(d) Have Go'vernment drawn the attention of the Prime Minister of Ceyloa 
to the most unhealthy, and insanitary and ill-ventilated houses provided by 
tea aud rubber planters of Ceylon for the Indj,m labour class? -

.(e) Are Government aware that this is one of the main causes of trouble 
amongst the Indian labourers in Ceylon? 
(f) If no discussion has taken p;ace on this subject, do Government ~ 

to draw the attention of the Government of Ceylon to it and have .8lWb ~~ 

rebuilt pl'Oviding the necessary amenities for this class of 'workers? .. 

. '!'he llonourable Pandit .Tawaharlal Nehru: (a) ~  (b). ~ A  a result of our 
discussions au agreement on broad principles governing qualifications for citi·. 
zenship has been reached subject to further examinatiqn by tbe two ('TQvem-
mente. As the ~ .  of the agreement--have not yet been flnwed, it would 
not be in the public interest to disclose them now. 

(c) The total number of Indian estate labourers in Ceylon at the ..... nd o( 
1946 was 4,67,011; No later statistics are available. .  , 
(d), (e) Bnd (f). The question of the houaing of estate Tabour was not raisetl 

during tbe discussions" wbich were COl)fined mainly . ~ ~ n of oifJi)tlen-
sbip I)f Indians now in Ceylon., The housing of estate labour is, in fact., n ~ 
Bsbad as .is suggested by tbe Honourable Member,. and the".question of its 
'further improvement is already enl(al(ing the I1.ttention ·of the Ceylon ~ n  

ment and the Agent of the Government of India in ('..eylon. ,-

Mr. B. It. SldItva: Is it not a fact,Sir; that the British Government four 
yearll &go appointed a Comlflission under Major Oder Brown regarding ~  con· 
dition of houses of labourers in Oeylon and tIiat the Commission "eP9rted that 
land should be acquired by Government for Indian labourers'and ~ of B 
better type constructed? 
Do Government intp.lId t<> taKe up this Question with theCey1en Oo.vf ... u-

nlent to see .that the )3onditions of houses for labour are improved? 
, ( 2(19 },. .. 
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'!'be Houourable Ptmdit .Jawaharlal Hehru: These matters are ~ conti-

nuous consideration in consultation with the Ceylon Government. I e&nn0li 
speak for the exact Report that the Honourable Member refers to-I have not 
got it before me. But we are continuing to try to improve those estate condi-

~~ AlId on the whole they are better than they have been and better than 11! 
llUIuy places. 

Shri K. V. J[amath: Sir, is the Honourable Prime Minister'sstatemAllli 
to the effect that the housing conditions of labour are not as bad as my friAnd 
Mr. Sidhva suggests,-is this statement based on the report of the Ceylon 
Government or other sources? 

The Honourable Pandit .Jawaha:lIl Hehru: Our ~  Agent there. 
Shrj ](IhirLal Ohattopadhyay: May I know whether there is any recog· 

nised trad 3 union organisation of Indian labourers in Ceylon? 
The Honourable Pandit .Jawaharlal Nehru: I would not call it exactly a 

trade union organisation, but they are very well organised in vluious ways; 
repeatedly there have been strikes on a very big scale which shows organisa' 
tion. 

Itr. ll.. X. Sidhva: I have seen those houses when I was in Ceylon. some, 
years ago and they are decidedly worse than those in India. May I !mow 
whether the Honourable the Prime Minister when he visited Ceylon inspected 
these houses. and whether he feels that the information conveyed is correct? 

The Konourable Pandit .JAwaharlal ".Nehru: Last time I went to Ceylon 
was "many years ago. Then I did go to many of these houses and I did protest 
against the conditions there. I had long talks with the Ceylon Government 
too. As I said there IS a continuous attempt being made there to improve labour 
conditions etc. The House will remember that we are now in a peculiar phase 
of transition; The main question before us is wJ:tether Indian labour in Ceylon 
~ Indian national or not. If it is not Indian national. if it is Ceylon natioual. 

then we have no further say in the matter. If it is Indian national it is an alien 
in Ceylon and we expect the rights and the best conditions that an alien can 
have. 

That is the fundamental question before us. The question of housing and 
other questions do not ~  in this context. The first thing to be determined 
is whether those Indian labourers in Ceylon are Ceylonese in nationality 'or 
Indian. Once tbat is EettJed, and if they are Ceylon nationals as we have been 
asking them to become, then the Question of our protesting about any matter 
regarding housing matlers does not simply ariBe. If the:;..."are not Ceylonese 
nationals. then as Indian nationalR we look after their rillhts and imnrove their 
conilitiuns, minuR their citizenRhip right. 

Seth Qovinddas: What is the percentage of Ceylon labourers who an 
Indian nationals and those who are Cevion nationals? Is there any data kept 
about it? -

'1'he lJDnourable Pandit Jawaha:laI. NehrU: I am surnrised about the 
Honourable Member's question. "That is the whole ouestion: as to who can 
become a Ceylon national and who cannot. And the demand on behalf of the, 
Indians in Ceylon is that the doors should be thrown wide Ollen to them to 
become Ceylon Ilationals. The Question is not decided yet. For instance. on 
our side it-is said that Averv Indian there who has been resident there for a 
particular period anrt who n ~ to become a Cey!.on national should becomp 
a CevlClIl national. We want the door opened. Once they pass that door theT 

~  to be Indian nationals and we can Bay nothinll about them excent for 
humanitarian rell:sons 

Mr. Tajamul Husalnl May I know how we find out whether those Indi"" 
lahourers nrp Inrtian nationals or not and how 10nR it will take for 1111 t.() /ind 
1;bat fact out? 
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TIle lIaaOIIrable Paadit l.walaarJal lIeJIrII: I must apologise for DOt beiDg 

able to make myself UDderstood to the House. Owing to rapid changes in 
political conditions in India, Ceylon and Burma and other countries, this ques· 
tion of nationa.lity has become very confused. Previously we were all. techni· 
eally speaking, British subjects, so the question of nationality was not defined. 
The only questions that arose previously were citizenship rights-not of 
nationa.lity-and we are still thinking in terms of citizenship rights and that 
introduces '8 certain element of confusion. Citizenship rights will naturally 
follow nationality. Now. we are not thinking of citizenship rights as such but 
of nationality .. 

In Burma the position is fairly clear because Burma is an Independent 
Republic; but what follows from it has not been made clear as to which Indian 
is going to be a Burmese national and which an Indian national. That matter 
will probably be settled in the next two or three months. It is complicated 
matter: millions of people have to choose. Ultimately the person himlelf will 
choose-the Indian in Burma or Ceylon will choose whether he wants to ~ this 
or that. Of course even if he chooses he may not be allowed to bellOme a 
Cey Ion national because he does not fulfil certain conditions: that is a different 
mstter. Therefore, the question will be settled by the choice of the individual 
concerned subject to certain conditions. 

Mr. B.. It. Sidhu: Until the citizenship is defined, may I know if it's not 
a fnet that sixty five per cent. of the labourers are Indians domiciled in Ceylon? 

'!'he HonOlll'&ble Pandit lawaharlal lIe1lra: Mr. Sidhva is again getting 
confused between national·ty and citizenship and citizenship rights. I do not. 
exactly remember the percentage, but pfObably his figure is right. 

Hr. Speaker: Diwan Chaman Lall's ,!uestions were CIIlled out in his 
absence. but that WIIS due to the fact that the Honourable the Prime Minisu-.r 
was not in his seat. when the first Question was called and had to be '"put oft. 
I think it will not be fair to debar him from putting his questions as he has been 
present here hefore the first ,!uestion hilS been answered. I will therefore allow 
him to put his questions. 

The Honourable Pandlt .rawaharlal lIehru: May I express my regret for my 
late coming? ' 

Dlwan Ohaman Lall: I am grat&ul to you, Sir, for permitting me tt> 1'·7111 
my questions. ' 

"'-". 
RlIIlLUIILlTATION OJ!' TBAOlIBBs, LAWYBBS. AND DOCTOM l!'BO)('PAKIST,!lN" 

109. *Dlwan (Jh&DUlll Lall: Will the Honourable Minister of ;Reliof 01'7.:,) 
Reh&bilitation be pleased to state: 

(8) what, plans have been proposed for the rehabilitation of WOBhll:"'. 
doctori and lawyers from West Punjab; and 

(b) ,,,hether Government propose to utilise suitable vacant buildings !or 
0 ~ n~ day ~  night schools and adult literacy schools immediately? 

The JIon01l1'&ble Shri E. O. lIqy:(a) Tea"hfT8: lIEniRtry of EducatiClD 
have alreadv absorbed 800 teRchers in Delhi. The uosaibilities of intt"odumna 
double shift" in educRtional il!stitutions are being investigatEld. This is ~ 
to provide employment to more teachers. Lists of names of displaced ~ 
are heing sent periodically to provincial IIOvernments and universities wifD 
a request to absorb as many II&. possible. The Ministry of Education are. &80 
coU"ct,ing statistics of displaced teachers. When this iDformation hIlS been 
collected Governmeni, "'ill be in a "position to decide whether it is necessal" 
to ask the provinciai· governments to reserves certain liuinber of V8C8Dcios tItt. 
displaced teachers 00 that they might b,e absorbed in their expallsion '''homer. 
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Dootors: Particulars of refugee doctol'S havtl been oireulatedtoall<"Pro-

vinces and 'the larger Indian States with a view to their permanent absorption. 
Some of the doctors have also been provided employment at various refugee 
camps. 

Lawyers: All Provincial Governments and "'lin is tries of the Government of 
India have been requested to consider sympathetically applications from dis-
placed lawyers for suitable judicial and administrative posts for which ~  are 
eligihle. The Ministry of States is also addressing the States to absorb lawvers 
in the same manner. Provincial High Courts are being approached to relax 
their rules so as to enable displaced legal practitioners to appellr before them 
and their subordinate courts. 

~n  and doctors (including Vaids, Rakims, Homeopath;, dentists and 
radiologists) who wish to re-establish themselves in their professions can be 
grantpd loans upto a maximum of Rs. 3,000 per head. 

(b) In ,East Punjab even school buildings are being used to 'house refugees. 
Nor in the present situation are such buildings available in Delhi. The Delhi 
Administration has and is taking steps to open as many schools as necessary 
for the refugees. 

Diwan Ohaman x.Jl: May I ask my Honourahle friend whether it is a fact 
ihat there are 30,000 refugee teachers out of whom 300 have been given jobs? 

The llonoura.ble Shri It. C. Weogy: 300 in Delhi. I dare say more have 
been absorbed in other places, particularly in East Punjab. 

Diwan Oha.man LaJl: May I ask my Honourable friend whether it is a fact 
that refugee teachers have got a Provident Fund which amounts to crores of 
rupees and whether any steps have been taken to give them advances out of 
that Provident Fund which belongs to them? 

The B.oIIIoura.ble Shri It. C. Weogy: I understand that. the Provident Funds 
are invested mostly in Postal Savings Banks and my information is that the 
Minister of Finance is actively considering the question which my Honourable 
friend has put to me. 

Shri B. V. lta.ma.tb.: Does the term "teachers" include in its scope profes-
sors and lecturers in colleges and universitiea? 

The Bonoura.ble Shri It. O. Weogy: Yes, Sir. 
SlIri Dellhbandhu Gupta: May I know if the Honourable Minister is aware 

of the fact that there "re certain school buildings lying vacant in Delhi about 
which Government have so far taken no decision? Also, "'!flay I know if Gov-
ernment have taken up this question and whether those buildings will be put 
to some use? 

'!'he BDDoura.ble Shri It. O. Weogy: We have addressed the Delhi Adminis-
trstion to utilise, as far as possible, all vacant buildings for the purpose of 
starting schools for refugee children. 

Shri Deshbandhu. Gupta: Do I understand that the Government have made 
up their minds that so far as buildings that have been evacuated and left vacant 
lire concerned, they can De used for this purpose? 

'!'he HoDoura.ble Sbrllt. O. liTeogy: 1 .. hould like to have definite particulars 
about these buildings before I can answer tfiBt question. 

Shri DetlhbaDdhu GUpta.: Many scbools and colleges have been evacuated 
l\l1d left vacant. They are lying vacant for ihe last· five or six n ~. For 
instance, the Arabic or the Muslim High School. About them, some policy 
bas to be defined. 1 want to mow whethet' Rnv decision hIlS been taken yet? 

JJ.'tle Boaoura.ble Shri It. O. Weogy: No decision has yet been taken in ~ 
matter. 
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Dr. B. P&tiabhi Sitar&ma11a: Will GoverDIIlent be.pl_d:to. ClODSider or 
to take concerted measmes rorensllrlng··that doctors who have migrated here 
and who had large lliaetioein Pakistan . are given adeque.te aeoommodation to 
earry on theirpr.ofel;iliOl;UI? -,_.:" 
The IlonOW'ableShri X. O. lfeogy: t entirely agree with that view and I 

can assure my Honourable friend that ·everypossible effort is being made .in 
that direcfion. 

m ~ ~ ~ T T ~  ~ .~ . ~ ~ . ~~ 

. 'fiT ~ ~ ~ ~ T~  n ~T ~~ ~ m # am{ '§# ~  

<# fm ~  ~  I  . 

8hri GokuIbhaiD&U1atrani Bhatt: Will· the same policy for affOrding suni· 
lar tacility t? refugees from Sind be follow!\d a4i. is. done in,. thecase ()f refugee. 
who have come from West Punjab? . 

The .Bonoutallle Shri X.O. lf8O&!.V: The problem . of Sind I'efugees i" a 
recent aIle and I .dare 8ay the policy I have enunc'ated will apply to refugess 
from t:)ind as much as to those from Wes.t Punjab. 

8hri 'Deshbandhu Gupta: May I know from the· Honourable Minister as to 
how many doctors have so far been rehabilitated in Delhi an4 whether it is 1\ 
fact that for the biggest X·ray plantwhic;h was imported. from Lahore here we 
have not been able to find any housing accoinmOdation? 

The Bonoura.ble 8hri X. C. Nengy: The doctors of the type the Honourable 
Member has in view are in a position to rehabilitate themselves except for such 
facilities for housing accommodation as lllay be needed by them. .Ap, regards 
the specific question which he has raised, I should like to have );Iotice of it, so 
that I can go into the matter and give a definite reply. 

8hri 8. lfijalingappa: Hegarding lawyers, will the Government consider 
the question of exempting lawyers from payment of enrolment fees? 

The Bonourable SlJri X. O. lfeogy: That question has not heen· examined 
yet, nor, as far as I am aware, has a suggestion ·to this effect ,heen made hy 
the lawyern themselves. \ 

S.hri DeshbaIidhu Gupta: Have Government 'considered the advisability of 
appointing lawyers as panchayat officers in the vmiges of Delhi, of which there 
1\re about 350? 

The Bonourablli Shri X. O. lfeogy: I am afraid that question has not been 
considered by Government, hut I take it the Delhi Admi)J.istration is fully 
competent to deal with this question; and my Honourable friend is perhaps 
rather closely associated with that Administration. 

8hri Raj Krishna Bose: Can Governm'ent state, from tbe information they 
have receiveti till now as to how many of these refugeeteaeh€rs, lawyers and 
.doctors can be ahsorbed ~  the Provincial and India Governments? 

• The Honourable Shri X. 0 •. lf8Ogy: As regards teachers, if the ~  

introduce their educational expansion schemes., I have every hope that !Ill the 
refugee teachers who posse.ss proper qualifications will he absorbed. 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: May I ~  whether the number of ~  lawyers 
is about 4.000 and how many out of the 4.000 have been given jobs or have 
neen ,rehabilitated? . 

. The BoIiourabie Shri X. O.Heogy:I should have notice of that question . 
. AU I 1''{)1I1d a\1swernow is with-reference to the Central ·Government, because 
I· haye not . got the figures from the Provilllces. 
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Dhna GIlam& LIn: May I ask whether it is the policy of Government 

that teachers and lawyers who are refugees should be given priority &8 far .-
appointments are concerned in the various camps and East Punjab? 

'l'he JIoIIourable Shri It. O. "8011: So far as the camps that are direotly 
under the control of the Central Government are concerned, we are' giving 
preference to refugees, whether they belong to the category of lawyers, teachers 
or ,doctors. But the question of suitability has to be considered with reference 
to appointments for camps. As regards the East Punjab, I daresay t.hat the 
same principles are being observed. 

.n~ ~  ~ ~ ~~  iI' ~~  ~ ~ ~ if; ~ 
~~ ~ ~  ~~ ~~~~ ~ 

~~~~~  ~. ~~ ~~  
Shri Gokulbhai D&Ul&tram Bhatt: If the teachers are admitted to the studv 

"f new course of education, will they prove an asset to the institutions that ~ 
want to set up for imparting new type of education? Hu the n ~  oon· 
sidered this matter? 

The BoDourable Sbri It. O. 1{eol1: This question has not been considered 
by Government nor has a suggestion to thia elleotbeen received from any educa-
tional authority as yet. 
RmuBILlTA.TION. OF REruGD8 THllOUGB A. Clm'rBALLY CoNSTITUTBD AUTBOBlTY 

110. *Diwan 0h&Dw1L&1l: Will the Honourab:e Minister of Relief and 
Rehabilitation be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that nearly 80,000 refugees were rent by the 
& .... thorities ill> Rohtak district and'whether the majority of them have been 
ordere,} to shift again to make room for other refugees; and 

(b) whether the Government of India have arrived at any decision to 
undertake the task of rehabilitation through a centrally constituted authority? 

TII.e HOIlOun.ble ShD. It. O. l1'eogy: (a) A report has been called for from 
the East Punjab Government and will be laid on the table when received. 

(b) Government have decided to appoint a Rehabilitation and Develop-
ment Board whose functions were stated by the Prime Minister yesterday. 
An official ('.ommunication on this subject will soon be issued. 

FINANCIAL ASSISTA.NCE TO REFUGEES 

111. *Diwan Chaman Lall: Will the Honourable Minister of Re:ief and 
Bebnbilitation be pleased to state: 

(a; what progress has been made in respect of providing financie:l assist-
ance t." rebgees of various categories; and 

(b) whether this assistance wiU1be administered from the ~ n  
The Honourable SIlri X. C. l1'eogy: (a) The following schemes of assista.uCIl 

have been sanctioned: 
(1) For agriculturi8t8-Loans for the purchase of bullocks, seeds and agri-

cultural imnlements are to be given to those settling on land. Free grants are 
also to be given for their up-keep for the period from now onwards to the next. 
harvest. • 

(2) FOT utb4n di8pLaced peT8ons-Loans are to be given to .>hop-keepers, 
traders. artisans. etc. up to a maximum of rupees five hundred.: each for medi. 
cal practitioners, lind legal practitioners up to a maximum of n ~ three 
thousand each. In all. these cases the Central Govemment ha.ve intimated 
their readiness to advance the necessary funds to the Provincial and State 
Governments concemed and to share the free grants and the losses .on loans. 
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(Il) For small industrialists. Rehabilitation Finance Administration is being 
Ret up which will make loans for rupees nve thousand and above onwards. 
Big industry will be catered for by the Industrial Finance Corporation. 

(4) A aeheme of loons to st)ldents for studies overseas: and to students 
receiving training or education in India has also bee!1 sanctionlld. The above 
schemes have been recommended oy the Central Governments to all P.rovincial 
Governments for adoption. 

(b) Schemes for loans to students and trainees abroad will be administered 
directly by the Ministry of Relief and Rehabilitation. others will be adminis. 
tered by the Provincial or State Government or Administrations concerned. 

seua GoVmctdaa: May I ask the Honourable Minister whether steps will 
he taken to see that as far as the Provinces are concerned. the Centre will meet 
the expenses of the refugees sent to provinces and that adequate machinery will 
also be provided to the Provincial Governments 80 that land which is given ~ 
the refugee \f it is barren may be cultivated? 
The JIoIIDarabIe Sbri E. O. B80gy: I do not know. Sir. whether this ques· 

tion arises out of the question which 1 have just answered. because the ques. 
tion relates to financial assistance to refugees. The question which my' 
Honourable friend has put to me is as regards the responsibility of the/{)entre 
in financing Provinces in their schemes of aj:(ricultural resettlement. 

Seth GoviDdclaa: What I wanted to know is that as far as the refugee. 
who are sent to Provinces are concerned burden will not fall on Provinces. 
And whether as regards the land which is given to them by the Provinc'al Govern· 
ments if found to be barren. the Central Government will give facilities to 
Pr<Tvincial Government in respect of machinery. so tha·t the barren land may be 
used? 

The Honourable Sbri E. O. Beogy: If specific requests of this kind are 
received from any Provincial Government. they will be certainly considered. 

Sbri ]I. V. Kamath: May I ask the Honourable Minister how many hans 
have heen so far advanced to agriculturists and what is the total amOU1J.t .of 
loans 80 advanced? 

The Honourable Shri X. O. Beogy: I should like to have notice of this 
question. 

i>a.ndit Birday Bath Xun.zru: Will the Honourable Minister for Relief 
and Rehabilitation be pleased to say what is the form .in which assistance ill 
being given to students in India and trainees· abroad? 

The Honour .. 'I!le Shri X. C. lfeogy: The' assistance is generally in the 
foml of loans. but free grants are also not excluded. 

Pa.ndit Hirday lfath Xunzru: Are the loans being given to students irs 
India? 

TJIe Honourable Sbri X. O. lfeogy: Yes. 

Pandit Hird&y If&th Xunzru: Does the Honourable Minister remember 
that. some time ago that the Honourahle Minister without Portfolio in answpr 
to a question of mine said that tbe matter of giving scholarships to the ~

placed students on the same t.erms as tbose !riven to . students coming over 
from Burma in 1942 would be considered? 

The Honour&ble Shr\ X. O. Beagy: Well the matter has been c·)l1sidered. 
and we are nnw not in a position yet to definitely state whether the t.erms on 
which thefUl scholarships were granted in the csse of the Burma evacuees w.ill 
be exactly applicable to the terms which may be fixed in the present instance. 

Panttit BlJday BathXunzru: Is the matter still under consideration' or 
have Government come to any deSnite conelusion? 
'!'he Hoaourable SlIrI E. O. Beocy: It is still under consideration. 
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J)iWJmOhamaa:l LaJ.l.: ,Mav I know whether there is any estimate as to :the 
c,ost, to the Central,Govefume1'lt of these various schemes of assistanoe which-
is mentioned? 

The HOlJDurable Slui It.o. 56Ogy: Ianul:(raid. no definite estimate i&yet 
possible toO be made .. but I can assure my J;loOno)lrable friend that thes-, ,schemes 
will Dot .suffer for want of funds. 

CONFLICT AMONGST AUTHORITIES re RESETTLEMENT Oli'REFUGEES 

" 112., *liwan miaman W:Will the ~ ~  Minister of Belief and 
Rehubilitutiw be pleased to state: 

(a) whbther it is a ,fact that )lntli the' 10th January, ~ .~  a,.siJ:lgle 
lCI3fugee f.om West Punjab had been, actually settled in !lny urban arell-in 
,A,nlDn!a .. 

'i (0) Wl,eLller 'It is a fact that inst.ructions·sl'e n ~  issuedimd changed 
frolll th(: bEnd ~  ill J uUulldtIr hl the matter of resett:emenh 

(c) whether there is a conflict of ~ in regard'1;d' the tifiiers" to' h-
giv\lll ~ n  to resettiement; and ' 
, (d) whether Government of India have consiJered 'taking in hand imme· 

.:tiatel,Y ~ n~ for resettlement in view of th'l existing conditions? 

'l'he Honourable Shri It. C. ]feDgy: (al to (c). A report has beeu_calJe,d for 
trom the, East Puniab 'Government and will be faid on the table ,when received. 

Cd) The Hehabilit.ationand Develoument Boar!I is expected to ~  "n 
important part in the Rehahilitation of nrban refugees. Beyond this, there is 
at nresent no intention on the nart of the Central Government to directly take 
ill hand the resettlelllent of urban refugees in the Provinces. . 

!!it ¥(Jt\"I®I® ~  ~ ~~. ~ T~~T ~. .  

<r.ft<r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 3lh:: ~ ~~ ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ 

~ ~~ (resettle) ~ q;r CflTT ~ ~ If<rT ~ ? 

_ Shri Mohan Lal Gautam: \ViII the Govel'Ilment please state what 3rr.'inge· 
ments have, been mad.1 to resettle about one lakh of people who have ,beeu 
evacuated from Alwar and Bharatpur States? 

The Honourable Shri It. O. ]feagy: I am afraid, I must ask for notice of 
that' ~ n and it noes not directly arise out of the questions that 1 have 
allswered. 

SUPPLY OF ELECTRICITY ~ AT  AT HIRAKUD TO DIsTRICT BALASORE 

113. *Shri Lakshminarayan Sahu: WiTI the Honourable Minister of Works. 
1\lio"$ and Power be pleased to state whether Government propose to supp:y 
electricity that will be generated at Himkud to the district of Balasore for the 
development of the district? 
The Ronolllable Shri ]f. V. Gadgil: The Hirakud Dam l)roject as at present 

visualised is not likely to supply electr'icity tn the District of Balasore. 

DIFFICULTIES OF IDRJJAN REFuGEES FROM 8TND TN KATHIAW.AR STATE 

114. *Shri V. C.Kesava Baa: (a) Will the n ~  IvIinister .of Relief 
.-lnd Rell",biLtation ~ pleased to state whether it is "a fact that a'delegation 
wus sent tv Rathiawar State to enquire into the conrutlons and, difficulties 
. experienced by Harijan refugees who came from Sind? 

. (h)Jf ~ . whair is the report of the de:egatiou? . 

(c) Hav" Government given these refugees sny ~ 

(d) I! 'lO.how many have received such 'help? 



(e) Is it a mot that the Dutch States mrve 'asked f&!' the ·appointment of 
Welfare Officers to look int.o the conditions of the re£ugees-? 

(f) If BO, how mahy officers have Men 's-:ppd1it1letl? .n."'" ""'·k· <: 
The Honourable Shri X. O. !leogy: (a) Twg,offiellrs of ~ Gov(')rrufJ.ent of 

fr,ldia '\Vere sent to Cutch and the Kathiawl),r States to .enquire into the condi 
tio)l8.of Hariian refugees who had eomefrom Sind. They were accompanied. by 
~. ~ of the Constituent Assembly and another public. worker. 

(b). A few co!1ies of the repott are being pJaced in the Library of the House. 

(e) Government have arranged to provide blankets 'ana"medleal stores to 
sucb of the Harijan refugees as are in need of thew. Arrangements have also 
been made to Bupply looms and yarn to II large number of refugee Harijan 
families. . .. 

. '(d) Since the receipt· of the T ~  there has been further influx . ~  
~ n  Sind. ~  ~  bei,ng /p,ollected and will be ~  on the table. . 

(e) No request hashean· reooiv"'} fmm the Cutch : Durbar for appointment 
of Welfare Officers. 

(f) Governmeot of India have apl'oint&i.aDirector oj' Encllation for1h·? 
Kathiuwar Hegion. Rpecial n ~  Officers and Welfare Officers are being 
appointed at the necessary places. In addition, Mr. A. V. Thakar of the Huri'au 
Sewak SIlIIgh has been appoinw.-l as unofficial representatives. of the Govern' 
ment of India in ClIteband Katbiawar. , 
Shri H. V. Jtamath: Will the Honourable Minister give the names of :the 

officers deputed by Government to investigate ,md report ahput the refugees 
from SiI:!d? . 
The Honourable  Sbri X.C. !leogy: Well.,·tlrey are offiaers' , n ~  

1. do Dot know whether my Honourable friend would like to hay e names. 

ShrI H. J. Khandekar: Mav j ask the Honourable Minister whether Gov-
ernment have appointed an officer .by hame Bhao Rao Gaikwai-? 

The Honourable 8hri X. C. !leogy: I am afraid. I am not in a position to 
give an answer straightaway. May I know in which capacity he is appoint.p,a? 

8hri R. J. Khandekar: Mav I know. Sir. whether. Government will enouire 
if Mr. Bhao Rao G.aikwar of ~  is appointed as a Refugee Officer and if there 
was a warrant against him from the C. P. Government? 

Mr. 8peaker: T do not think I should permit these questions. 

Shri H. J. lotandekar: I ~  like to explatN'it. 
¥T. Speaker: N.,';; explanation is necessary. ' 

Shri H. J. Jthandekar: What I want t-o ask is whether any Refugee officer 
app;)inted by the Government of India was under arrest. by the C. P. Govern-
mr.nt? 

The Honourable 8hrl X. O. !leogy: T have no information. 
¥T. R. 11:. SidhvjL,: Mav I know in which place in Kathiawar this ~ 0  

of Refugees has been stationed? 

The KOnmlrabie Shri 11:. C. ~  1 tllink he is posted nt Rajlwt ana he 
acts in Iip;dlon with theSta(eR Regional Commission. Kathiawar. 

RECOVERY OF ABDUCTED WOMEN IN DOMINIONS OF INDIA AND PAKISTAN . . 

Hi. -Giani GurmUkh SiIlgIa .~  (a) wiIi tbeHonoural)}e the Prime 
Minish,r he pleased to state whether the arrangement. for the recovery of 
~  women in the Domipions of In9ia ~n  ~ n  agI'ew:i UPOll by 
t'he represlT.tatives of both the Dominious, is working smoothly? 

(b) If the_answer iK, part (a) above be in negative, what steps 'do Go,ert!.-
roent rroposeto take, to get the agreementeffeC'tively complied with1 
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(c) How many abducted women have been recovered and sent to their ~ in either dominion? 
'f'IIe KoDourable PUldit lawa.ha.rlal .ehru: (a) and (b). The recovery of abducted women in the Dominions of India and Pakistan is proceeding but the process has unfortunately lloeen rather slow. Every eHort is being made by Government to ~  it. Certain political and other developments have however come in the way and have hampered the effectiveness of the presant operations. The Government of India is in continuous communication with the Government of Pakistan in order to expedite the recovery. It is obvious that speedy and eHec.ve recovery depends upon the c1o;Be co-operation of the two Dominions Governments. Both these Governments have ·repeatedly ex-pressed their wish that everything should be done for this recovery of abdUcted women. In practice, however obstructions are met with which delay matters. I 'should not like to say much more on this subject at present except that the Government attaches the great-est importance to this recovery of abducted women and will do its utmost to speed it. In this work they. have had the co-operation of non-official agencies and well-known women workers which has been of very great help and Government is grateful to them for it. 
(c) There are discrepancies between the numbers of women which the Government of one Dominion claims to have recovered and handed over to the representatives of the otber Dominion, and the numbers which the latter Dominion admits having received. A committee has now' been established t{) reconcile the figures. Exact information about the number of women recovered is therefore not available at present. 
Shri R. V. Xamath: Hnve Government got information fiS to how n nn~  women were abducted from Indin to Pakistan nnd "ice "".on:' The Honomable Pandit lawaharlal Kehru: No. Sir. 
p;ft WI' ~~  em srm<f ~ ~ ~ ifM'ir-f if>'T WJT if> .:., fit; -:a;; 

'FlrTaff ~ ~T if>'T ~ T f.t;::r;ft ~ ~ ~ ~ (guardian) lIT 
qfu<iT ~ ~ ~~ f.tilIT ~ ? 

Shri Ram Sahai: Will the Honourable tbe Prime l>Iinister please ,'.ate the numher of those unmarried and married women. who hnve not heen nccE'nted by the'r guardians or husbands? 

WJ ~ ~ - L"'-. Y ~ ~.  .. - ~..  : ,W JlI ,..,'* "".M..t J+,!,.H 
l.. df ..s-l" ~ .lb...:; ~ .u:;,."S ~ .. r,.., ~  l-d' """'t! .! . ~ cF.'-+ 

- .!.)f .. .. ~ ~ The Ronomable Pandit .TawaharlaJ. Nehru: No. Sir. I eannot say. But "" far as I know there have been very few of such cases; bp.clause it has not been so neard in any particular number of cases. 
Shri Deahbandhu Gupta: May I know, Sir, whether there is IIny h'"lh in the rumour thllt the Pakistan Government insist 011 hSllding over Hinllu nnel Sikh women only in cnse an equal number is handed over from this Dominion? The Ronomable Pandit .Ta.waharlaJ. .ebrn: No, the Pakistan Government haij saia no such thing. But tbere is a tendency among the junior o/lid J Is of Pakistun to work in that direction. 

AGREEMElIT re SAFETY OF EDUCATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS INSTlTUTloNS IN INDlA 
AND P A.KIBTAN • 

116. -Giani Gmmukh SlDgh KUl&far: (a) Will the Honourable the Prime Miniatt'r be pleased to state whether there is any agreement between the Derr.iniou of India and Pakistan that the property belonging to educational and reIigioUf. institutions will be kept intact and will not be occupied? 
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(b) If the aDSwer to part (a) above be in the aftirmaiive, are tbe terms of 
agn ement observed in the Dominion of Pakistan? 

(c) Ate Government aware that land attached to all the Gurdwaras in 
Pukistan, whether historical or otherwise, has been distributed to and occupied 
by ~  • 

(d) If st., do Government propose to take up the matter with the Govern-
ment of ~ n ami see that the terms of ,he agTeement are strictly observed? 

The lIAIDourable P&D41t laW'lllarlal Jrehru: (a), (b) and (d). The two 
Dominions have agreed that the propertiel; belonging to educational and 
religious n ~ n  will be protected and safeguarded, but there is no agree-
ment that .uch properties shall not be temporarily occupied for any' purpose 
whatever by the Government of the Dominion in wilich they are situated. The 
question of the disposal of the properties is still under discussion between the 
two Governments. 

(c) Govemment have no such information. 
SIIrt DesIlbuI4hu Guptl.: May I know, Sir, whether some of the Colleges. 

e.g., the D. A. V. College. anr! othern. hnve ~  been occupier! and Bre 
being used for other purposes and the Gita Bhavan has been utilis'ed for similar 
purposes? 

The JIoDOIlMble PmcIit lawallarial Jrehru: So far as the D. A. V. College 
is concerned. to the best of my knowledge, it is still used as a refugee csmp-I 
do not of course know of any developments in the last few days. I am sorry I 
.am unable to give any information about Gita Bhavan. I can enquire into the 
matter if the Honourable Member so desires. 

PUl.Ctit lIirday Jrath Kuuru: h the Prime Minister aware that the Vedic 
Research Institute which was associated with the D. A. V. Ce1lege has not been 
permitted to remove its stook of .paper or the press which could be used only 
for printing Sanskrit books and Sanskrit Books of a particular kind only? 

The Honou.ra.bie P&Ddit lawaharlal ltehru: T 8m not particularly aware of 
this. But I have no doubt that what my Honourable Colleague says may be 
correct. There has been certain difficulty in removing things from Lahore and 
j'"kistlm as a whole. In fact, we have been concentrating, to begin with. on 
t.he removal of small valuables. The fact that they mm be removed is not 
cll>nie<l; but diffictIties come in the way. 

Pandit Hirda.y Nath K\IJIUU: Will the Prime Minister take some interest 
in this matter, because the Vedic Research Institute is one of the very few 
:r'"titmions in th;"" country which are eng·iged in research work on the veda,. 
and has been carrying on work iu this line for a number of years? 

The Honourable Pandit rawaharlal lttihru: Cert.ainly, Sir, we shaH in 
struct our High Commissioner in Lahore to take special interest in this matter 
and try to send papers and other materill!S of th" Vedic Research Institute 
ht:re. 
PosmoN r8 EXPOBT OF INDIAN TEA. TO KAsH1llIll, PAKISTAN AND AFGHANISTAN 

117. ·Shri KhurShed x.J: (a) Will the HonourRble Minister of Commerce 
he p!p;.sed to state whether it is a fact that the principal markets for tea pro-
du<'"d, it, the Dehra Dun and Kangm Valleys are Afghanistan and Kashmir, 
and that tIlL tea used to. be sent to Afghanistan and Kashmir from Amritsar? 

(b) Is it a fact that about sixty thousand maunds. of tea - worth about 
Rupdei two crores used to be exported annually from Amritsar to Afghanistan 
via Weat :Punjab and North-Wen Frontier Province? 

(c) Is it f. fact t hs t for some time past ltO tea is being allowed to be export-
ed to) ~ n. with the result that export of tea to Afghanistan is totally 
stopped Dnd that large stocks of tell ha.ve aecumulated at Amritsor? 
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'(d) Is the, Jjan'on' the export Of tea to Pakistarraue to any order of the 

Government of India or of tne Government of East Punjab? . 
. .( e) 'Vhlii. ste'ps do Government propose to take' to preserve the market for 
Indian tpa in' Afghanistan alid how do they propose to IiTrange for the export 
of tea to Afghanistan? • 

if) Are Government aware that large quantities oftes CQula· not be Bent to 
Kashmir alae this year, as the Rswa'lpindi route was closed and' that this lias 
ais.> added to the accumulation ef, tea at· ADii'ib!ar? ., 

(g) ~  Government any pla'n for sending tea to Rashmir? 
'!'he ,Honourable Mr. O. H. BhabhA: (a) Yes, Sir. . 
(b) Green tea exports t.() . Afghanistan. during the last three years for which 

'litatistics are available averaged about 3'4 million. pounds worth about Rs. 27,S 
lakhs. It is presumed that most of this tea went through Amritsar. 

(cl, (d) and (e). The Government of India have not placed aJ;l.y ban on the 
export of tea from India to Pakistan. His ~ understood that the EaHt 
~  Governmeilt have imposed certain restrictions on the movement of this 

commoditv across the harder. The Government of India are fully alive to the 
need for preserving the market for Indian greim tea in A n ~ n and they 
are accordingly taking up the matt.er with. the ~  Punjab authorities. 

(£J and (g). Government, are aware of ihe trallsport difficulties affecting 
supplies to KURhmir but they have not been specifically approached for assist· 
ance in regard to tea. If there is a demand for tea from Kashmir, they will 
consider hO\,; it should he met having regard to tIie priority of other artic1es and 
the ll"ailahilit:v of transport. 

Shri Xb.urshed Lal: Has the Government of East Punjab imposed any 
ban 011 the export of tea? 

The Honourable Mr. C. H. Bha.bha: No ban as such has been placed on 
the export of tea, but there are certain restrictions with regard to movement of 
tea. • 

Ir. R. K. Sidhva: Does it not amount to I> ban? 
Mr. Speaker: Order, order, that is a matter for argument. 
Pandit Balkrishna. Sharma: Are Government aware tlat merchants from 

Afghanistan were prepared to fake delivery of the tea at Amritsar on their own 
responsibility and take it to Afghanistan, hut the East Punjab Government 
>did 1I0t see their way t'? give them this facility? 

'!'he Honourable Mr. C. H. Bhabha: Government is not:"1twm-e of anv such 
thing, but, as I said. we are in correspondencfl with the East Punjab Govern. 
ment on this issue 

Diwan Ohaman Lall: What wa" the reason that prompted the Enst Punjab 
Government to ban the export. of ten? 

The Honourable Mr. C. H. Bhabha: That if! a provindal mntter which I 
am not in a position to answer. 

Shri K. Santhanam: Is the Standstill Agrflement. between India and 
Pabstan standing still? 
SUPPLY OF PET1\OL, KEROSENE, DIESEL 'On. AND OTHER PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 

118. "Shri Deshbandhu Gupta: (a) Will th" .Honourable MiniFter "f 
"Vorks, Mincs and P .. wer be plp-ased to state what p-fforts are heing mad" to 
-ensure ~  Rupplies of Petrol, .Rerf)8cne. Diegel Oil and other :pf'.trnlelll " 

product6? " 
(r" Are there any possibilities of "prospecting for Dnd tapping natural oil 

r,sources in India? 
(c) If so, what steps do Goverhment propose to'"take to use such reaources?' 
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"nle Honou.rable Shri N. V. Gadgil.: (a) Negotiations are being carried on 
by the Government of India with the Oil Companies for obtaining adequate 
supplies of petroleum, kerosene. diesel oil and other petroleum products for 
India .. The India Supply Mission in Washington have been advised to obtain 
export quotas in respect of certain quantities of petroleum product". Govern-
ment are also trying to explore the possibility of obtaining supplies from other 
sources. 

~ Besides the known oil bearing areas whi"h are already being explored 
no new sources which can be tapped economically have yet oeen discussed. 
Possibilities of striking new fields. however, always exist. 

(c) The Geological Survey of India is drawing up an intensive prograIiune of 
geological and geophysical exploration, for oil. Government also propose t-o 
encourage private prospecting for oil .in India. 

Shri Deshbandhu Gupta: May I know, Sir, whether any effort is being 
made to get 'some oil products from the USSR also? 

The Honourable Shri N. V. Gadgil: A few months age), we approached the 
Trade Commissioner of USSR at Calcutta. but so far no reply has ~ n 
received. 

Shri Deahbandhu Gupta: In view of the fact that we. have now closer rela-
tions with Russia, do Government propose to renew their efforts and try to 
get supplies from Russia? 

"nle Honourable Shri •• V. Gadgil: As I have already stated, inasmuch as 
no reply has been received it apparently seems that the USSij.)s non-communi-
cative. 

Shri B. Das: Is it not hig-Ii time for the Government· of India to appoint 
Trade Commissioners in Moscow so that we can have direct contact with the 
Moscow Government? . 

"nle Honourable Shri •• V. Gadgil: Yea, it is high time. 

" Shri B. Du: Why not immediatelyt,."i 
Shrt 11. V. Xamath: Arising out ~ to part (a), which are the oil 

companies with whom Government are negotiating at present. 

The HonourablIL Shri .': V. Gadgil: There are several, and a detailed reply 
WIiS !Ziven on the 28th of January 1948 to B question asked by Mr. Sidhva. 
But if the Honourable Member 'wants the names of the companies, I cannot 
give them just now; I Will give tlie iriforma'tion later on. 

AOTION A.GAINST lLLIOlT PBAOTICES BY IMPoBT LICENCElilS 

119. *Shri DaBhlt&ndhu Gupta: (a) Will the Honourable Minister of Com-
merce be pleased to state whether Government are aware of tile fact tha.t a 
number of importers possess import licences obtained under false declarations? 

(b) Me Government further aware that there is a practice of transferring 
valid licenseR to others? 

(c) ~ any action be;n taken by Government against any person or firm 
for obi aining license under false pretext, and if not, why nor? 

(d) What steps do Government propose to take to stop such practices? 
"nle Hono1lll'able lIr. O. H. Bhabha: (a) It is possible that some importe1'8 

may have obtained import licences on the production of false declarations and 
false evidence. 
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(b) Import licences are not transferable except with the written permission 

of the authority granting the licence. 
(c) and (d). Where it has come to tbe notice of the Government that an 

importer has obtained licences under false pretexts action has been taken to 
debar such parties from getting any further import licences. Unauthorised 
transfers of licenoes, when they come to the notice of Government, are also 
dealt with severely either by confiscation of the goods or the levy of a penalty 

Qr by blacklisting both the transferor and the transferee. . • 
Shri De.tIb.baDdhu Gupta: Has the Honourable Minister's attention been 

drawn to the fact that there has not only been unautborised transfers but 
public invitations for transfers published by way of advertisements in certain 

, newspapers? _ For instance, has his attention been drawn to the f(Jllowing 
advertisement in the Tim88 of India of the 9th January 1948: 

"U. S. A. newsprint licence available. Interested partie. pleas" contact Tavarla Brothers, 
'Vhun-Nur' Phirozeshah Mehta Road, Bombay." . 

May I know wlietlier any action has been taken on this? 
The BDllC)1llable Kr. O. H. Bhabha: I do not know about this specific case 

but such things have been brought to the notice of Government, and suitable 
action has been taken in 'these cases. 

SJIri Deab.bandhu Gupta: Has the 
been drawn to another advertisement 
January lUi follows: 

attention of the Honourable 
in the Time8 of. India of 

Minister 
the :!!lth 

"Busineaa representation at Delhi undertaken for licences by influential perSOll experienC'Qd 
in import/export trade. Write to Murthi, P. B. 278, New Delhi." 

The Honourable IIr. C. H. Bhabha: I do not know about this specific in· 
stance, but our attention has been drawn to this thing and we have devised 
methods to see that such intermediaries are eliminated. 

Slllt ·DeshbaDdhu Gupta: May I know against how many people action 
has 80 far been taken for transferring licences? 

The Honourable Kr, O. H. Bhabha: I am not in a position to state the 
~  number but quite a large number of cases have been severely dealt with. 

Shri H. V, Xamath: What is tbe kind of suitable action that has been 
taken? 

The Honourable Mr, p. H. Bhaobba: I have eJlfllained the action that is 
taken in such cases; they are :-eonfiscation of goods, blaeklisting of such 
applicants for the next application quota period and preventing them from 
entering the C. C. 1.' s office. 

Slui DellhbaDdhu Gupta: Has the attention of Government been drawn to 
this "eport in the Time8 of India of the 8th .January last? 

"ALLEGED IMPORT LICENCE RACKET 

ONE MAN ARR1<:ST1i:I\ 
_ Chamanlal IJI(tu . Ba.bulal J_ Mehta, believed to be connected wiht a gang engaged in an 
lDIJl!"rt licence racket, waa ......... I.old by the Anti-Corruption Branch of the Bombay City 
Police on Saturday on charges of theft, cheatingonrl Ilbdment. 

According to the police a merchant in Bombay doing export and import husiness had in 
June laaj, applied to the Chief Controller of Imports at New, Delhi, for licenses to import 
.teel balla worth Re. 4,66,400 from the United Kingdom. 

The merchant did not receive the licenses for a long time. In December the SWipect 
.approached the merchant and introduced to him Ii person who he said, would be able to 
_ure the licence.. The payment for the "deal" ...... fixed .t two per cent. of the total 
value of the imports, namely, Re. 9,328. 

On December 26 last, Mehta informed tbe merchant that the licence. had been racei ved 
in Bombay and would be delivered to him on payment of th.. stipUlated money. The 
merchant became suspiciouB and informed the Anti-Corruption Branch. 
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A trap was laid by the pohce .,d on Mehta racei ving the money" after delivl!r)' of the 

licences, he was arreated. The police helieve that aome pereona at New Delhi had a Iwod m 
this game and had been responsible for withholding the hcences with a view tn mak"" _y 
ou faloe representations."' 

The llonourable lIr. C. It. Bhabha: Government are aware of thi& ease; 
the matter is under police investigation. 

Shri De8hbandhu Gupta: Have any officials connected with the Depart-
ment been arrested in this connectionl 

The ltODDUr&ble lIr. C. H. Bh&bha: Some junior assistants have been 
questioned by the police. 

Seth GOV'iDddas: Are Government thinking of prosecuting 8uch ~ in 
the law courts for cheating? 

The HODDUr&bI.e lIr. O. It. Bh&bh&: Where there is definite· proof the 
matter is handed over to the police. 

SJui. DeshbandhuGupta: Are Government prepared to lay on the table of 
the House a statement; containing the names of those firms which were not 
dealing in certain commodities but were given import and export licences and 
traded in these licenses? 

The ltonourable Kr. C.-S:. Bhabha: Government have no such list becauie 
most of the applicants merely stated generally that they were importers and 
exporters. It is very difficult for Government to find out whether a particular 
merchant is handling u particular commodity for which he has put in the appli-
cation. 

Shri. Deshbandhu Gupta: Are Government prepared to set up a machiner) 
uow-in view of so many glaring instances of corruption having come to notice 
-to go into these instances, check up the list, blacklist those persODb and 
publish the names "f those to whom these licenses were given? 

. The Honourable Mr. C. H. Bhabha: Government are working in that direc· 
tion already. I may inform my Honourable friend that the new import, licens· 
ing forms seek more information than was given in the previous forms, with 
the result that Government will be in a better position to judge whether a parti· 
cular applicant has been dealing in these particular commodities. 

Sbri H. V. Xamath: Will Government consider the advisability of publiclv 
flogging such offenders? 

Mr. Speaker: Order. order; . next question. 

SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
ATTACK ON THE PARACmNAR REroGBB CAMP BY TRmESMlIIJ 

Shri DeshbaDdhuGupta: Will the Honourable Minister of Thill"f !)'ud 
Rehabilitation be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the attention of the Government has heen drawn to the PmSR 
Report regarding the attack on the Parachinar Refugee Camp by tribeilll1cn 
resulting in the massacre of a large number of Hindu and Sikh l"aful;"e.es i 

(b) If so. have Government mude enquiries about the ~  ami. '!Pro· allT iJ,. 
fonnation as to the number of refugees killed, injured and ~  

(c) Have Government asked the Government of Pakistan to explain thea 
failure to discharge their duties in the matter and if so. what reply has been 

,received from them? . 
'l'!uI lI.oIlo1ll'able Shri It. O ... eogy: (a) Yes. 
(b) The only information so far available has been supplied by local repre· 

Sf>ntatives of the Pakistan Government to our represenh,tive at Peshawar. 
According to lib .. ;"f.,:-m"f,it)n supplied by them it appears that 130 non-Muslims 
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living in the Paracninar camp were killed. 81 wounded and 50 abducted. In-
quiries made of people who have been evacuated to the territories of the Indian 
Union, however. indicate that 138 n n ~ were killed, 223 abducted and 
150 injured more or less severeiy. 

(c) The strongest representations have been made to the Pakistan Govenl-
ment indicating the views of this Government on the attitude of the Pakistan 
authorities on the question of protection and evacuation of the refugees at 
Parachinar and the necessity of immediate evacuation oi other non-Muslims 
from the N.·W. F. P. and the tribal areas. We have aiso emphasized the rell· 
ponsibility of the Pakistan Government for the immediate recovery of the 
abdu(lted persons. An interim repiy has been received. _ 

Shri Deahbandhu Gupta: Have Government taken any other measures to 
find out from other sources the exact number of abducted and injured persons '! 

The Honourable Shri X. C. Neogy: Statements are being recorded of the 
survivors-who have reached the Kurukshetra camp. I do not suppose there in 
any other agency available to us for the purpose of making inquiries in this 
matter 

Shri DeBhbandhu Gupta: What is the reply reecived from the Pakistan 
n n ~ 

The Honourable 8hri X. O. Neagy: It is an interim reply and does n::>t deal 
with all the facts. A more detailed reply is expected. 

Shri .De8hbandhu Gupta: Is it a fact that the Pakistan Government had 
undertaken to protect the inmates of this camp and they were not allowed to be 
evacuated when they expressed their desire to do so? 

The Honourable 8hri X. O. lfeogy: Yes, that is more or less the position. 
PaDdit Hirday Nat.h X1UI.Il'U: Is it a fact that a section of the Uongal tribe 

living in Afghanistan attacked this camp? 
The Honourable Shri X. O. Neogy: I do not know exactly the porticular 

tribe involved in this crime. 
PaDdit. Hilday Hath X1UI.Il'U: Was it a tribe belonging to Afghanistun? 
The HOIIWIll'&ble Shri X. O. Neogy: Actually, from what I have heard from 

the people among the survivors, there is- a dispute as to whether the attallk 
was launched by the tribal people or by others. I should not like to make a 
definite statement on the point just yet. 

Pandit Hilday Na.th ][unzru: Is an enquiry being madG:' 
The HOIlO1ll'il.ble Shri X. O. Neogy: As far as possible, we are having state-

ments recorded of the survivors who are at Kurukshetra. Meanwhile our reo 
presentlltive in Peshawar is busy getting more details for us and again we 
are waiting for a final and detailed reply from the Pakistan. authorities. 

8hri Iloha.n Lal Swena: Has any representation been made by the Govern. 
ment of India to the Pakistan Government to get compensation for those 
persons who have lost their lives? 

The Honourable Shri X. O. Neagy: No specific demand for compensation has 
yet been made. Everything will depend upon the final picture that we ~ 
gom their reply.' 

'is" 

yi u" ~ ~ Jl-M 1. ~  &S ~ '-'W 4. It,S : ";1.....,...n.. ~ .  dlt! 
-~ ~ ~ """"'1-! r-l- ,..".,£ L.1t.., &S ..# .}1 ~  4. L,l+- ,w 1. 

Gia.ni Gurmukhalngh. Ilua&far: Is it a fact that in resnect of Parachinar 
information had already been received in your office ~ the Non.Muslim 
residents of that place were in great danger? 
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'fbe J[onour&bbI Shri It. 0., Neogy: As a matter ot .fp.ct.I l:isve,been per-

sonally looking into thiB matter for ~  weeks past, and I have been off an4 
(In meetiIlg deputations from Parachinar who have been at Delhi for Borne time. 
In a press statement t,hJ\t was issued from my Ministry a few days ago, the 
full ,letaiis of the various stages thrQugh whieh ~  negotiations and repre-
sentations had proceeded have been given. 

SJl1'i M. AnantbaBayana.m Ayyangar: .May [h-now from the Honourable 
Minister if non·Muslims include any others other than Hindus and Sikhs? 

The- HOnourable Shrilt.O. lfeogy: I do not think so. But as the figures 
separately oJ: Rikhs and Hindu" are not avaiIa.hle, we lise this phrase in such 
replie"_ 

t'A'f[OXAl.IZA'1:JON OF THE RESERVE AND IMPERIAl, BANKS OF INDIA 

Shri Mob&n Lai Sakseua: Will the HonoUl'able the Finance Minister be 
Jlleased tn ,tate' 

(a) \\That steps have ~ n n  ta'kento implement the decision allm.unea- ' 
ed in th" Bl1<h!et speech forW7-48 by the then Finanee Met;nber to nationalisft 
thf' Res['!'vl' Bank? 

Ill) h it tIl,"' int-ention of the Government to nationalise the Imperial BaDk 
of India whieh manages th" trea8ury business of Government all over the 
('ollntry '" Agents of tbe Reservp, Bank? 

(e) If the answer to (b) above ~ in the affinnative. can the Government give 
ar: in,h,:1tioll of thf' basis on which compensation will be paid to the existill2 
",ha.reholdN's of both these Banks? , 

(d) Is it th,' intention of G-oyermneui to nationalise the other Commercial 
Rmks al.o? 

The Honourable Shri R. It. ShanmUkham Ohetty: (8) Nationalisation of 
the Reserve Bank ean be effected only aner the 30th September 1948 when the 
Reserve Bank ceases to be a common banker for India and Pakistan under the 
terms of Pakistan (Monetary and Reserve Bank) Order .1947. Government pro-
pose to take steps t<l "6e that the nationalisation of t.be Bank is affeeted as 
Hoon thereafter as possible. 

(b) Government accept the poliey of nationalising the Imperial Bank a! 
India but as the Bank has branches outside India. Government propose to 
exanUnll Cl\refully tbp various tR.chnical questions that would arise in connec· 
t,ion with the natiOl'alisation of the Bank before the poliey is implemented. -

(e) As regards the Reserve Bank. Government's intention is to acquire its 
shares at the averlljre' of tb" mont.hlv market value of the RhaTeR during the 
period March 1947 to February 1948 taking the opening qlWtations for each 
month and to issue thereof to the shareholders tbree percent. 10n!?·daW stock 
-of equivalent .value of. appropriate maturitv. In rel!ard to the Imn..n1l1 Bank 
-of India. Government. "rona"l1 to Hlhnt a similar basis for the acquis;tion of its 
share capital. The period for which the averarreof t.he mftJ'1< .. t: vlllueof the 
~  is to be taken will be detenninedat the· time of nIltionalisml!thA RIl-t. 

(d) It. iR not th" int,pnt.ion 0' ~ n n  to TlatiO'lslise other ('JnmmA1'cl.j! 
Banks. The Imperial B8J1kof Ind·iR. whieb bllS been ~ ,by 8. special 
Ant of the Indian Le¢slaiure. stands ona sepRrate footirlg. 

'SlIri'l'. '1'. ltrIabna:maeharl: J)t, ... t,h .. Finsnce Min'!(tp,r nm-no..e tointroduoo 
any le,nslAtion for the tim .. heine' .,.. "" t.o smpnd the TmuerAl 'RSTl\ Ant and 
give the (1entral GO'VP.mm .. "t,n? tnp Oo""mor of the ReAp"" n~ s'mhl!Owera 
C)i·mspectirm over -theaeoo1tntA of, th" JmT\f''';Al An ~ 'to F'tII'I' .... tbat .• 
I¥lIIeU of th .. 'Rs"lrwiU remaininflaot tm> sUch -time ~ theGaveimnetit 

fiecides to take it over? 
';',Y 



ti6 OON8TITUI1lNT A8SEMBLY OF INDIA (LBG18LATIVB) [4TH FBB. HH8 

The Honourable Shri R. K.Shanmukham Ohetty: I have ~ stated 
in my reply that since Government have accepted the policy of natIonalising 
lihe Imperial Bank of India all the various technical and other problems involved 
in that prooess will now be taken int{) consideration and whatever action is 
J;UlC88sary will be taken. 

Shri B. Das: Will the Honourable Finance Minister advise the mlillage-
ment of the Imperial Bank to stop all foreign recruitment and also recruitment 
in India till the Honourable Fitl3nce Minister takes over the Imperiill Bank? 

The Honourable Shri R. K. ShanmUkham Ohetty: I think, Sir, that I'ccruit-
ment of foreigllHs into the Imperial Bank has been stopped now for many 
,.ears. 

Shri B. Das: No, Sir. 
The HoDOurable Shri R. K. Shamnukham Chatty: 01, yes, ~ has becll r 
Kr. Speaker: Order, order. 
Shri K. A:nanthasayanam Ayyangar: In view of the book value of the 

various assets being lower than the market value, steps will have to be taken 
to see tbat assets lire not transferred for their wok value and that thus loss is 
prevented to the bank when the Government takes it over. 

The Honourable Shri R. K. ShanmUkham Ohetty: Ever'y possible step 
necessary to safeguanl the interests of the Government und t.he Rhureholder will 
be taken. 

JIr. liaziruddin Ahmad: Will the Honourable Minister be pleased to state 
whetber it is intended to take over also the Reserve Fund or allow that to he 
diRtributed to the shareholders Ilnd take the shares apart from the Uesel've 
Fund? 

The Honourable Shri R. K. ShanmUkham Obetty: When we. nationalise a 
bank GovernllJent takes over the entire assete and liabilities of the bank includ-
ing the reRerve fund, and we compensate the shareholders on the ~ that I 
have explained . 

. Seth Govinddas: Have the Government received any reports from smaller 
bankR that the Reserve Bank directors, who are entitled to see the accounts 
of the other small banks, do some such thing that those small banks are harmed? 
Until the ReRerve Bank is nationalised, what steps are Government going to 
take to Ree that theRe .Directors mav not be able to see the accounts of smaller 
banks about. whom it is said that rePorts have been made to the Governmp-nt? 

Kr. Speaker: How does it arise out of this question? 
Seth Govinddas: Because the Reserve Bank is going to be nationalised at 

a Inter drttp and smaller banks are being harmed. I want t{) know what 
ste!" . . . . . . . 

JIr. Speaker: I am afraid I must differ from the Honourable Member. 
Dr. B. Pattabhi Sltuamayya: Will Government be pleased to ascertain the 

eXBet amount of the unclaimed deposits in the Imperial Bank a.q they atand 
:today anil make sure of that figure? 
~  HoDourable Shri R. K. Shanmukham Ohetty: As I said, lots of ques-
tions will ariRP about safeguarding the entire assets -of the Imperial Bank. IIlId 
if there is nny unclaimed deposits, naturally it will be one of the assets which 
we will certainly try to safeguard. 

ShrhoJI. Das: Is the Honourable Member aware that the Imperial Bank 
advllndIfR overdraft moriey to foreign. firms working in India and discriminates 

~  Indian firms by charging high intereet? Will be stop that praotif!eo 
~  by e»eeutive order? '. 

Mr. Speaker: The House will now proceed with the Re!lOlutions_ 



A ~ T OF A P.I!llMANENT FAMINE OOMMIStUO}i AT 
OENTRE. 

Shri JIohan L&i Salillma (D. P.: GeneIaI): In view of the Statement made 
by ttle Honourable the Finance Minister. I do not propose to move the resolu-
tion in my name. 

Bhri T. T. J[rjsbnamadlari (Madras: General): I do not propose to ruove 
$he resolution in my name. 

Shri It. Ananthasayanam ~  (Madras: General): I do not mIJ',e ihe 
fililt one. 1 move the second one. 

Haji Abdua SattaI' Haji Ishaq Seth (.Uauias: Muslim): On a point of order. 
M.y intlnd !raB submitted that he does llot want to move the first resolution but 
the seeond one. On the agenuu that h", been supplied to us. it has been den-
nitelys tilted that my Honourable friend wi.! move the first resolution provided it 
is not barl·ed. Then agalll. when he has given notice of the secoriil resolution. 
lie say:; that it. will be moved when the f!tber is barred. Therefore, he is bound 
to move the'tirst resolution. 
. Shri M. Anantllasayanam ..lyya.ngar: 'rhere are two resolutions ill fIlY 

Dame. It is open to me to give up one resolution and go on to the other. 
Itr. Speaker: I do lIOt follow. 
SJui It. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Another point was raised by my 

friend, We will USSUllle both these were !.abled irl my Dame. It is open to give 
up UlHl und go to the other resolutlOll. [Cilllnot see any point of order ill this. 

lIr. Speaker: There is force in til() argument of Mr. Ishaq Seth, but it is 
N,.,,'I 

absolutely a l1uJ.twr of volit,ion on the part of the Honourable Metn· 
bel" tu wo,e or 1I0t to move a resolution. As the House would have 
noticed ill the Cllse of the first two ,resolutions, the Honourable 

Menll!el',., c(lncerned got up and s'aid t.hat they did not want to m()\"c' tho))1, 
Haii Abdus &attar Haji Ishaq Seth: It is I'urticularised here. It says .' if 

til'l abovtl is barred". 
Mr. Speaker: 1 thlllk the BOlloum!.>Ie MemlJer ~ . An an t.ha, a)" ""'" u 

Ayyaugar is perfectly in order. ~ 

BJIri ]1[. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Sir. 1 beg to moye: 
«This Assembly is of opinion that with a view to offer quick and adequat(' relief to famine 

&trickeD areas where a famine- lias begun Bnd to take sups by fl('yeloping tht> llJ'ea"1 ~  3S to 
.void famine recUlTing, a permanent Famine Commission shall he established at tlIt' Centre, 
~  with t·he duty of affording relief during aetna! distre.(1;s and developing the area. 
tndustrially, economic;Uy and agriculturally so ~ to avoid famine conditions appearing." 

Bir, India has been the home of famines. The history of India can be writk!l 
acoording to the number of famines that have occurred from times immemorial 
and have ravaged this country from end to end. We find that as early IlS the 
periw of the Upanishads there was n twelve years' famine. Viswamitra had 
to live on dog's flesh. Later on we find that even during the days of th" 
Ramayalla. Da8aratha brought Rishyashringa from the jungle durillg a twelvti 
year iamille and there was plenty of min in the 13th year. This state of affair, 
'has not Bince improved considembly or adequately. Science has ~  sa 
far in Westenl couutries that man hlUl heen able to conquer the laws of nat nre. 
But we have not. unfortunately. heeu able to utilise all the progress tbllt 
-c.ienoe' has made and we have not been able to use this n ~ prngru8;; in 
.voiding famine eonditiOJlB. 

Agriculture in this country ~ mostly dependent upon n~ and thes" raing 
<,om" by way of monsoons. The South-West monsoon which starts ill May 
and ends only in October covers 11 llU'gc art:>a of ~ continent. The .~  
lllOO8OOn ,covers the southern portion of the MadrBR Presidency Ilnd Eut,·r.n 
.Bengal. In the Uangetic vane,. the winter raim> commenc/! in December uQt-
mally lIud' go on till February. Il they fail for any rea ..... n draught comes rn 

(:?2':') 
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[8bri .M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar.] . 
immediately. In vanous parts or tne country rainfall v<ll'ies from a maximum 
of 15 inches in Hajputaua to ill! or 40 inches maXll11Um in the Deccan plateau. 
In the \Vestern Ghats and the Western Coast the rainfall ranges from 70. to 
150 inches. In the eastern part of Madras Presidency it is 50 inches. in .Eastem 
Bengal it, is higner aud at ChirapUllJl the raimall IS the highest in the world. 
So iar as the l.allgetlc ,alley IS cOlJcemed it dues not suUer from draught so 
often as the Southern plateau but now and then it 'Ilso suflers for want of rains. 

l"et \18 ~ ~ in what cycle oj' years famines have set in. I would ;)nly tead 'the 
dates as I have been Role to gather them from the chronicle given in some of 
the Famine Commission reports. After the Moghul .Empire let me 'come to the 
time when the ~  clime to occupy this land. 1n 177() Lower Bengal 
and Billar were afrllCted with famine. 1'en million people are ~  to hu,"" 
died ill 1784. Upper India was afrlicted wlth famme in 1781-82, Madras in 
17IH-!l2; !iyd(lrabad and .North Madras in 1802-4; Hyderabad, North Madrall 
and J10mbay in 1837_ '£he northern parts of Madras, viz., the Guutur distri"t. 
were, so seriously afflicted with famine that large number of lUllfl'U' "kanaB 
were opened in Madras by charitably-disposed people. In 1812-10 and IH24·:t5 
.. gait! bombay and Madras were serionsll'. afflicted_ In 1833 the I'e wa" tilt' 
worst famine in Guntur district. '1wo ialHIS of people d,ed out of a total popu-
lation of !ive lakhs. In 1837 there was the tirst severe famine in npper India 
which extended from Allahabad to Delhi. In 1854 Madras was once again 
afflicted with famine and at this time Bellary district was affected. ':there were 
famines in 1837, IHtlti. It!li7, 1dHU, 1875-.ti. 1ti\Jd Slid then we had the latest 
famine in Bengal which was partly man-made and partly ~. I cannoi 
say that there is famine in any particular part of the e0nntry, fol' there is 
famine all throughout the country and it has l)een in existence for a nUlllber of 
.years. But for the imports from foreign countries we would have disappeared 
from the land. ·It io common knowledge that we have been living on rations. 
Though decontrol has been introduced there is no increase in the quantity of 
foodgrnins that is available. Some rich men may be able to get more but the 
rest of the population are not able to !;et anything at all. Even with a nonnal 
rain·fall of 15 inches in some parts and 30 to 40 inches in others. even when the 
monsoons do not fail 30 per cent. of our population are under-fed. The produc-
tion of food in our country even  with the best of rainfall has been enough to 
provide food for only 70 per cent. of the population. When the crop yield is 50 
per cent. there is immediately a draught and 10tR of people suffer. The people 
that Ruffer most are the lower classes. The moment the monsoons fail there 
is no more work for ~ agricultural labourers who have to pepend on agricul-
ture. They flock from there to the towns. as thev have no money to ~  

food with. Artisans migrate ~  one after another and soon other sectlOn<'l 
of the population get affected. Th" lower ranks of the labour nopulation die 
like flies. Fortunatelv on aecount of easv commllni('ftt;oTl with ~ rest, of the 
wor1i1 anil f!ood eommnnicatioTlQ aTlrl nther transoort flleilitieR in India we havA 
;lv()1c\en large scale deaths in this eountrv. 

Row long; we are to put up with t,hi" ~ .  of Rff"i';!. Hitherto all that has. 
b P. dOflP ~.~.  to rplirl"l,·p ~ ~~  nn.l-1"'"1:" "I"t·n'r "f l"l'"P'l'P'1t.1nl'\. nl1t hv WAV of 'protec-
~  After th'" fflminp, of lRqn A nT T .~ nn WA" Rnlln;nt;tl ~  ~  ~  
the matt"r d0Rf'\V nntl tMP,j til ~..  nllt t,l ... ~  nf fnm1'le... The SCientIfic 
cB.URe of fRminp,f;, A~ RAlt1 +.,... hA t'hn n"""·nrr/n",,...A (\f ~nn ,:::nntc:: hnt . Th)ht)d.'Y hRS 
discoveren whv mnn<::onl'H01 fR;l ,...,. '<;1-l,v thpv "(",1"111"'. T .... hqq 'htlPl1 c;:q'rl that A,ft.cr 
a ;'cvcle of tpn or ~ n "VP"?'<:! 4-",",.-. '=-'., .......... ",10"'0 ; .... 0" ......... ,.....1 ..,. .......... .f.1-. ... + t.l,e ,whole 
'countr" ;s njllj"t"tl "n"" 'n IV\ A~ . Thnt is ~  Apnears frnm .),0. ~ .  
thnt ~ hpnl"l '"'(ltn.o"(:1.:1 ~T ~ .. \., ..... ~ ~ 0 ",,, ........ f::. +11"+ ~ n \., ....... -., .,.,'\..,1Hthed. As 

~ ~ -fiS ~  thpv ~~~  t.hO+ 1"O-..r.l",...+!.,m l'Pl:,.1 :.<"' ,...,..,,. C'"" : ....... T\,.,-+.I"l .... + ., ... ",. .... ~n  
r.plipf 3n;(1 .tnp'V ~ T . ..  th·,'" .l'.,,,", ,.,.,";,...11Q ~  ........... :,..,..+t.::l ;" ....... '''1.0 imrr;le-

. ~  taken in hnnrl hv H,p 0.-. _n-L ""'n-' n ~ '''n4 1\" . ~  ~ 
~ 
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ml.lSt ~ and that the TunlabB<haprojectnl\.lSt also be started. l 
amfutereSt,ed. in the. 'l'ungabadra. project because in ·theprevioUil .AsseUlPly I 
~ n  five districts .of the Madras Presidency which are notoriously 
famine...strioken. That waa in l.88O IiD,d it ia 1941:1 and It is only now that the 
'l'ungabadra project has .been taken on hand .. I. run glad to see that a Bill ~ 
belln introduced in regard to the Damodar Valley Pn'Ject to bring into existence 
a ~ n to imprOVe that valley. l'his is. not at all adequate. 
The food that we arep1'9ducing at present iii IlQt. ~. n n to 

give ten ounces per head. by wayo! cereals. Cereals . are, recogniaed as the 
staple food of the country. Our country is not rich and therefore we have not 
got pleilty of meat, egg and fish which in other countries are available in 
plenty.lu our country non.vegetm·ians "re 'notll!ble t{)getsuflicientqu8ntities 
of these, with the result that both ~ n  I\!Id non.vegetarians alike live 
largely on. cereals. Therefore increase ill the production of cereals should be the 
first desideratum or the first requisite to . keep body and soul together iu this 
country. Tl1e total acreage .under cultivation of cereals in this coun,try was 
182 millions in 1943-44 and the yieldFas to the tUne of 53.7 million tons. On 
an average of sixteen 01lnCeS pel' head of the population we require 65.1 miUion 
tons. We are therefore in deficit to the tune of nearly tweh'e million tons lIer 
year. We were deficit ('ven before the war and we were importing a million 
and half tons of rice from Bunna. That has stol'ped. What st,,!)!; are n~ 

to be taken to supply this defieienq! 
After the Bengal famine a Commission was appoiuted to enquire into the 

causes of that famine. The Commission ;'vent into the matter and 8Ubmitted 
two 1:el'orts, one exclusively confined to Bengal, setting .out the causes of the 
Bengal famine and suggesting wlwt sh,ps ought to be blken with reference to 
Bengal to increase the foodllioduction, and another :Report in general relating 
to fllmine conditions in the whole: of India, suggesting ~~ . measures and 
also protective measures· regarding famine relief. They urged that district 
committees ought to be appointed in the Provinces for increasing production. 
They said. t.hat ill each Province at Cabinet lebel the Prime Minister with' the 
Agricultlll'll Minister and. two other Ministers· must' fonn themselves int<>.B 
Committee with 10Ml district Councils and that the' departmental. officials must 
take to the work of iIlC'reased production. The first thing that has to be dOl"le 
is all sources of water supply olight to be tal!ped. As agriculture mainly 
depends upon water supply We mav take it that monsoon will fail as it has been 
failing for a number of yearil. Therefoteeverv source of water supply ought to 
be tapplla. There are perennia.l rivers in Northern India and in SouthCl'll India 
also. EveryefJol?oughtio be made to have a number of eanals and utilise all 
~  water thatis now flowing into the 1!ea for the purpose of agriculture. It has 
be.m eRtiIl:lated that on lin ~ only seven pereent.ofthe water that :Rows 
through .the river Godavari is utillsedfor the pUrpose of irrigatIon (\!1d 93 per 
cent. of. the water goes away int{) the sea. Similar estiumteshave been made 
with -respect to the other rivers also. Therefore large Mnal projects oughLto De 
I.Uldertaken by the Centrll.l Govermneat. 

My Resolution is that .tthe. Oentrea.FammeComriIission (mght to be 
e.stablished"'"'-apermanent CommisI'oion-fol' the purpose Ilf developing sourcescof 
·iri';"'Stion anrl . Utmoovm", alliioultuie. Thati8myintent;·:From 1-880otil\ 
~  the Cent!!\l Govllrument W1l"ofine.ncin",ramine relief. works: ·Alter 19(19 
they handed over famine relief in Provincial Governments. As· during 'the 
,Bem:alfalUine the n ~. (lovemlllent .was IlQtable to cope "'ith the 
~  relief works. tl!at.,llad to be undllrtaken, rupees ~ 

. wereiiVllp·by the. Centre, .. 9 . ~n ~ •. that for the pal!t tl'l!',o 
9l' ~  ~ 9 Celltre has.been Bp.e!ld.irig 1,ts.,19 .to 20Cl'!>,n\l;per ~ by ~  
. n ~ n ~ ~  ~ .~ ~ . n ~  ~~ n  
4iOmdlcaUyand'!lpasmodlcally as amI wJiAn f&mmes OCC\ll' ail't,h¥t tl'Ioflef .. ~ 
he conserved and lll1trusteil to l'I Central, Government corporatiOn wnOR(> sOle 
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l8hri M. Ananthasayanam A n ~  .. 
busmess will be to develop the sources of irrigatioJ,l, to tap aU kinds of sub-6Oil 
water where there is uo river by boring tube wells, during the time of floods 10 
divert the water in small rivers which are not perellllial into tanks. and keep 
storagtl supplies, in the case of perellllial rivers to dam those rivers and divert 
the water through various channels. These are the ways ill which the CenWal 
Commission ought to address itself for increasing production. 

Sbri 1I. V. Xamaa (C. P. and Ber:u-: General): On a point of clarification, 
tiir; will it not be more appropriate to oall the proposed body as the 'Anti-
Famine Commission" or the 'Famine Helief Commission'? 

lIlr. Speaker: Order, order. 
Sllri II. AIlantha8ayanam Ayya.ngar: Sir, I only want the substance .. Le& 

• it be c'llied by any name. If I sa.y Preventive :Fl\llIine Commission instead of 
saying Fl\mine Commission in general it will exclude the possibility., of relief 
when actually famine sets in, and I do not want to exclude that. I am trying to 
makp. it )}S general and as ~  as possible. I am not sticking to any 
particular term or nomenclature for this Commission. I want t.he Commissiou 
to have these functions in general. It must be a Commission which must take 
all steps t-o increase production. Even in the absllnce of rainfall and assuming 
that monsoons will fail it must make all preparations to see that water some-
h()w comes in for ~ purpose of agriculture. Sub.soil water can be tapped, 
water can be stored in tanks at .the time of floods and used for crops of non· 
mons<Jon seasons. For ordinary season crops wherever water is availablei!! 
perennial rivers it may be dammed and diverted through canals. Waste lands 
may be brought under cultivation and cultivation th-ereby extended. 'fhere 
.should also he intensified cultivation. It must be the duty of this Commission 
to supply manurt'. good seeds, implements of hushandry, to carry water to the 
ver.Y doors of the agriculturist wherever sub·soil water can be tapped. t<> ~  
mechnnical ap'plianCE's-these are the fnnctions wbich I expect the Commission 
to undertake. 

Inasmuch as it. is a Provincial subject 50 per cent. of the funds of this ('or-
poration or board may be supplied by the Provineial Government anll. the other 
fiO per cent by the Centre until Ind;a makes itself self-suffioient. ·We. can <,ven 
go without clothing but not without food. For want of cloth men will !lot die, 
but the first need is that they must ha.ve sufficient food. This l'Q..ust hn\'e fhe 
first, priority and the Central Government cannot he indifferent .about it. I 11m 
.not howf'vcr accusing the Central Government at all. As occasions urosl' the 
Central (Iovernment has been coming to aid. But it haR not ~~~  itRelf 
t{) all the problems that arise and taken a compreheDBive view of estahli8hing a 
corpoyation like this. The Central Government ought not to sleep tILtil WI-' 
make ourselvesself-l!uffioien"t in the matter of food. That is the oIJjf'et ,dt1t 
which this Commission should be established. 

The Central Comm;ssion may"be entrusted with the power of producing or 
increasing the production of other kinds of food &l.so, for instiance Milk. It. 
said that a normal balanced diet should consist of ten ounces of milk p,'r day, 
of so manyounees of protein which eggs can give, of two ounces of flits f.nd oil8 
m. ,aU of them coming to 44 ounces for an average individual per da;l'. But 
Wt' do not have even tenounoes which give only 1.000 oa.JorleA whel'ens t.he 
n ~  requirement is ahout 2,000 to 2.500 caloriell. We are thn$ ~  
defiCient. 

As regards acreage under cultivation, it has ~n ~  by I1n ~  
expert that 1.26 acres of hmd must be cultivated to grow sufficient cereals for 
the consumption of a normal individual whereas,. per bead of the population ill 
thill country, the aereage under eultivationlll ontvO. 78 which is only 50 or" 
per n~ of the area required lio be ~ • eereale. We &nt'abtlollltebo 
dehltmt in tm.. .. 
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Cereals may not be able to solve the problem. Therefore milk produdiOB 
ought to be increased. and also fish. Trawlers. boats and machinery iur tle¥p 
sea fishing must be made available. I urn a vegetarian, but 75 per cent of the. 
population, if not 80 or 85 per cent, are non·vegetarians. They ou!;ht not to be 
allowed to die and the life of an individual should certainly have llrefereflt'e over 
the life of ~ fish. 

8hri B. V. Xamath: Are YOll an egg·yegetarian? 

IIr. Spealrer: Order. order. 

Shrl •• Ananthasaya.uam Ayyangar: I said fish production must be incr('88-
ed in large quantities. Cattle wealth must be increased, there must be more 
milch-cowg. ',birv farms mllOt he ~ . There is a model {arm at PUB8, 
l'rac.tieally the ~n  drury farm tbnt r have heen ablete> see in Norr'lfFil India. 
Similar dairy farms mmt· he established all over the country. 

If individuals are not able to purchase the breed of cattle from here at the' 
prices that are offered, they may bp given some remission, and at halI the pice 
the oottle may be supplied to pel'\!ons who are intending to have dairy fal'lDll_ 
In various ways the Central Government and the Provincial Governments can 
help. The Opntral Commission naturally must have branches all over the pr0-
vinces with e'1l1>ll pow!"" or (lcting nneley the terms of the Central Commission. 
TheRe are some of th" WRV8 in which u, Central Commission can work both for 
preventing famines and ~  for giving relief when famine conditions r-revail. 

I am glad that the Honourable Minister, with a lot of experience in IJolitiCA 
aud in social service is in charge. of this administration, and ;g eqLmlly capable 
like his predecessor D),. Rajendra ~  who WIIS in charge of this adminis-
tration. I am sure that' he will tick" note of the sugl!'estions that I hllve made 
and would very Boon initiate Rnd bring into existence. wit·h such moelifi""tiolls 
as may be necessary, a corporation of this kind with all powers ,0 that in a 
couple of years 01' three years, India may be made self-sufficieIlt in respect of 
foodgrains all through the year. 

There is one ~  function fo)' t.he corpornt.ion. Till we mn.kp onrselvea 
Heif-Sllffic;,'nt in fooi!. T would suggest t.hat this Development Corporation musi 
have what may be callei! " Grain" Bank. ~  ~ t.he R,,"en'<' Rank controls 
the economic life of this country-whenever there is plenty of money in the 
6Ountry, when there is ~. it withdraws. and when there iA deficiency. it 
put!! money in trade and industry-likewise I suggest they must now nnport all 
much grain as possible by entering into separnte arrangements witl) nunna. 
By way of barter or-exchange, they should give them cloth and other things that 
might be neCOljIsary and enter into an agreement for It period of five years and 
build up granaries in this country to the tune of two or three milbon 1;<J1IS, ~ 
\hat whenever there is failure of monsoon and dearth of grain, grain may be 
released to the market: whenever there is a plethora, the grain may 00 wlth-
drawn and prilleS may also be controlled. These are some of the 151Jggestiona 
made by Bir V. T. Krishnamachari's Committee which sat over this maUer. 
I 8Uggest that one of the functions of the Famine Commission Rhould also be 
to estahlish a. hank of that kind. to regulate prices and also to see that IIbnot"-
malities in either production or scarcity m"y be ilone aw"y with. 

I hope that the resolution will bP aooepted hy the ("ff)vemment and ",ill be 
implemented 9s early as JM28sible . 

•. 8peIbr: ~ moved: 
"Thl. ~  ill of oplnilm tbat with n view to offer qnic1i and &<loquat<> relief '" f_ 

~n areas ~ a . n~ bAil betrun and to take steps by d("vftlopi'B2 the arMS 80 .... 
&"rOid faminp recuning. a. p!'nnant'TIf· Fanline CormniS81on p;hall lw ~  at. the ~ 
"'ged with the dnt)' of &ftordin!! relief during act,,&1 dinr""" and d .... eloping th. ._ 
...... 'ially, eoollOlllically and ~  80 M to avoid f ..... in. <lOndit.ioDe appauiaa." 
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~ ~ n (C. P. andBerar: M;uslim): Sir, itis noli neceSSAry 
~ .  to, go into the details of the problem. l'here is no (hunt, ~  

bumper crop or failure of crops in India depends on the caprioes of weath'lr, 
@d it is also a fact in the history of India that there ha ve noon Sl'\Wc,] f"mmes. 
Therefore the establishment of a Famme Commissioll is both urgent ana. nt'ces. 
sarybecsuse famines in the past have had very devastating effects au the popu· 
lation, the after effects were very serious and the mortality was very bibli. We 
have seen, Sir, that a famine broke out in Bengal iIi the year 1942·48; and the 
Government and the people or those who were in charge of the ,adr::\inlstratJon 
. were not ready to lUeet that evil. Why?' Because there was no perD<llnent 
body as' suggested by my, Honourable friend Mr. Ayyangar to Illeet the evil. 
The medical services were not in a position to cope with the deuland; the 
transport was not in a .position to bring goods as soon as possibl'l, and there was 
no administra,tive machinery to cope with the supply and demand of the 
grains. In the absence of such a permanent body, it is not'lt all tlOSl'ible to 
keep any reserve in point of grain or in point of services. PooJ,1e forget the 
rigonrs of famme ,and their sufferings very soon after the famine IS over. Thel:'e' 
is hardly any permanent body lett in the country to meet the evil in lilly pro. 
vince or in the country as a whole, and m the absence of this ,it· is not at aU 
possible to meet the rigours of any famme m India'. In Bengal it was found 
that the Provincial Government was not prepared to meet all tbese eveutuali· 
ties. Supply and demand could not be adjusted and medical services could JlDl; 
be organized because they did not have any permanent body either in India or 
in Bengal to meet these eventualities. 

Shri )(ihir L&l Oh&ttopadhyay (West BellRal: General): But that famine 
was ereateddeliberately by the Government as a matter of policy? 

ltazi Syed Karimuddin: You muf!i; belrnowing it better 

A permanent body, Sir. could maintain an efficient system of n ~  

an effective programme, leave reserve of establishment, . reserve of toOO18 and 
plant, irrigation schemes and extra medical services. I therefore 8Ul'Port the 
D:totion and submit that the establishment of a permanent Famine Board in 
In.dia is an urgent necessity as famines in India are frequent and past hifltory 
bas shown tnnt the Central Government I'lr thp Provinl'ial Govpmm,eut.s bave, 
not been able to meet the eventualities. 
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(English. trallslati3n af the abol!e BP81lch) 
Seth Go\rIJld.du (C. P. and Berar: General): Mr. Speaker, ~  I BUpport tlUs 

Bill. So fanls farming is concerne·l. it is a matter for Provincial Governments 
But there ar", many poor provinces where it hnh not been fltlly deveoped. If we 
load these provinces with the responsibility of tighting the fmniues, I don't think, 
We oan expect qUick improvement in the present circumstances. 

Many Rchemes lire being prepared for ameliorating ~ economie coHdition 
of tbis country. So far as India ~ concerned it. will not be possible for her to 
better her {'conomic state without improving her agriculture. increase as she 
m .. y bel' mecbanised fnctol'ies. Just now my Honourablf' friend Mr. Ayyanglll' 
quoted the nalile of bisprovin('e aH an illustration to. show how many of its, dis-
trict.; continually suffer from famines. I want to give the example of my oWOl 
province ",hich is small and poor. It is a proYince where rains either fall 
heavily or. Ilo not fall n,t all and bothw8}'s they prove harmful. It is comna-
. ratively less i.niga ted than other provinees and excess of rainfall en ~ mut:lh 
damage.. I ~n  to point Ollt· to the HOllC)\irabl., )\Iember that dUe to (')(C88-

sive rains cropB have n(}t. been good at .1 ubbulpore and slI.lTounding me .. s for the 
last seventeen years. We have not only to make alT8ngements for irrigation 
but along with that We have b devise such schemes hy which we may be {,ble 
&0 protect ollr crops against too· much rain. I want. tQ draw the· att.ent.ion of 
thp. Hononrahle Member to one peculiar ai_Ie whlnh is lIftIva1ent in and around 
:r'lbblllHore. This;8 known as "ruRt.": it breaks Ollt, in ,,-inter Wbl"D ther" is 
heavy rnin. What J mean ;, that so long a8 we do IIOt have a CI.'ntral Com-
mittee. to "Hrvey the eonditions all over Indin and tQ ailvise tiS what, elt!' be 
done for preventing famines, anel which may examine the new big <:(·,}llomic 
IIObemes that are under WIly ann give it.; opinion on them. it will not. b(; possi-
ble for us to achieve real economic progress. I, therefore. support thi, Dill. 

1 alao hope t,hat 1 h os Commiss:oll will also be able to pay its attention &0 
those placeR which have remained famine stricken for long periods. r.lld ~  
the calmes of these famines. It. will also he able to find out which placfls need 
irrigation for !!!'Owing more food and ·which places require better. drllimJge for 
water that collects there nue to excessive rainl!. Apart from irrigation,. this 
Commission should also find out. what Borta of drain" are required tu be CfUlt!-
Vucted in places having heavy rain falls so. that they may be properly cultivat-
ed. We should also not il(Ilore tbe land whioh remains lwtilled. places which 
do have a fertile soil but wbere absence of proper irrigation causes scanty. Ll'CpB. 
and 1llacf'S where an excess of rainfall doeR not allow better harvest.. 

Aleng with that. we should .also see wbat seeds will be best sown in di40erent-
soils. Often it has been seen that one kind of seed thrives well itl one fann 
but it fails to yield thei!ame kind of ('.ron in another field. J)Ilmp sui! fcquires 
Gnp lrind of Reed and dry son needs another. Thorough tRUay sliould be madt' 
of l!C8ds. The Central Commission should also study wbat places wdl. require 
what kind of seeds. Over and above that .. we should also nevote our &-tt-entioD 
to lJIlUlures. Our country is very short of this thing; ajld our poor farIl'llm ('aD-
nat afford it We should have a Bcheme for manures whicb a farmer .fhc.ul4 

Cc able to utilise. For this purpose we lIilQuire l'Cientific . research. As Mr 
AyyanglU' hili! said we should be proclu0in2 more milk with which we M11 m.lp 
people in times of famine, if we use cow dung as manlml. 

land my whole family have been oonnected witb fanning. n .~ of vur 
. t.eing landlOJ'as we have been ~ ~ the land with our own hands. Qor 
Central Provinces are fcctuDate in that the landlordl! here are not like the JIIDCl-
lords . of t7.P. and Bihar who never put their hands to the plougb ~ ~ Ie-een.e rents from. ~  fanners. '!'be Iandlorda of our ~ are well ezpede_ 
.. iDfarmlIt«. 
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{Seth Govinddas] . . 
I want to request the Honourable Minister that there ~ a need fot such & 

Central Commission us should be able to establish intimate relutioHs hetw .. en 
the Centre and provinces. This Central Commission should remain in touch 
with the provinces and should study the conditions of individual provll1C!'S. &nd, 
keeping that in view, should prepare a big scheme to avert famines; and if &. 
all a famine occurs at any place this Central Commission should be ~  give. 
real help to the sufferers, at least to poor pro,;nces like the C. P. I believe that 
the Central Provinces should be the first to receive the Centml aid; it should 
recei,'e priority over rich provinces liko Bombay and Madras. T bope that, in 
the event of famines, the Honourable M'mister will attend fil'flt to .tJoo,· provinces 
rather than 'to rich 'provinces like Bombay and Madras. 

1 heve placed some of my personal experiences before the Honourable Minis-
ter. I believe tbot the first thing which our eountry needs aUet. the attain-
ment of 'Swami' is agricultural progress. Eighty per cent of Tn ~nn  depl)nd on 
agriculture. These days we talk mostly of industrial labour ami fact,ories. We 
do need them; but before that we need food; we have to.ovoid famine;.; and, in 
the event of any famine occurring in the country, ~ should be able to tltt-end 
first of all t,o the poorer of our T n ~. The Mjn;gtrV or A!rI'ieuiture is an 
important Min'str:v. I hope ~n  the present Minister it will be possible for 
us to have a Central Committee which shollld be able to establish an intimate 
relation between the provinces and the Centre, to avert famines, and if at 1111 
thm'e is any famine in the country, it should be able to rush proper help to th" 
famine, stricken areM. 

JIlr. Speaker: T find there are 8I11enOments to tbe Rp.olntion from t.wn 
HOllo11rahl" Memhers. One's by 'Pandit Thakur Das Bhal·gava. DoC's b" 
wish to move his amendment? 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava (East Punjab: neuer-al): Nn . HiT., flo not 
wish to move it. 

Mr, Speaker: Then there is the other one by Shri Biswan8th Dos. T n ~ hl'l> 
wish to move it? 

Shri BlBwanath Das (Orissa: Genera\): Yes, Sir. 
:Br. Speaker: It is better that he moves the amendment, RO that the diMulI-

sion may be both on t.he motion and the amendment. 
Shri Biswanath DaB: Sir, I beg to move: 
"That after the words' 'and agriculturally' the following be inserted: 

tin sopplementing resources and activitielJ of a Provincial Government. or of PrdVincial 
OoYernment8 concerned'; and at the end of the Resolution the word lagain' be 
added." 

T ~ amendment iR 10nnal iii t,he sense that it makes the Reso),ltioTJ to I ,.me 
within the scope of the activities of the Central novel'nment. It is "mntter 
wptl kno'\\'n to the Hon011f3ble Membel'S of tliis House that famine relief is AU 
llP.t.ivitv which comes under the purview of the Provincial Govemment.\To 
bring it up fO!' a disc'sRion in this HOllse. It is n ~ n  to hAve thie n1O<>OO-
ment, so that the activities that are contemplated in this Resolution make it .. po. 
8Upplement to the activities of the Provincial Governments ano al.o a sUPTlle-
ment to the resources of the Provincial Governments. 

Sir, befor<' th" Act of 1919 famine relief was a Central responsibility. The 
Government of India was whollv and ""lely re!<Donsible for conductingfrmme 
relief oDerations in different Darts of the countrY. Under the Act of 191D the 

n~  devolved on tbellrovinces and ~ . iR thst. n ~ 
~  a Famine Fund has been created. Certain sD€:clfied 8mounts"hBVI'II.e8I'I 
fixed Bnd laid down for each Pmvinlle under Bcheaule IV of ~  
ltulfls framed under the Act of 1919. It is clear from the Devolution Bulll8 
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that famines occur in Provinces like Madras, Bombay, U.P., Punjab, Bihar,
Orissa and C. P. 'I neretore , those Rules have not only constituted a Famme
Insurance Fund but tnev have aiso mane it compulsory on the Provincial Gov-
ernment to contribute v annually out of their resources certain amounts for
famine relief and have also laid down that these contributions should go 'OD for
a certain period till certain amounts have been accumulated. All tnese, Srr, go
to show that famine relief is a matter of necessity and devolves on the Provinces.

T am glad that the Honourable Member who has moved the Resolution bile,

given a clear indication of the scope and the enormity of the problem. In a
country like India. after it has become free. the responsibility for It has devorv-
ed upon us. The enormity of the responsibility devolves not only 011 the Pro-
vinces, but also on the Centre. 'I'he Provincial sources of revenue ur» not V'lry
elastic; thev are very slender. Therefore the Provinces are not able tv U1E'f'tthe
needs of thVeseriousness of the famine conditions th-rt pre, ail 111the Provinces.
Mv Province has also had to face the worst of famin=s time and again. 1 am
gl~d that the Hirakud project will go to reiieve famine to [1,cortam extent in'
certain soecifled areas, but other area" are there. Not only Orissa, but in
Madras you have certain suecified l~i<;tt'il~fQwhich have alwa v= fall'inn ..:huill!! at
their faces. Similar is the case with Beuaal. So also with C. r. ai.d other
Provinces. Famine has her-ome f1 nlasue to this countrv. If we hav« to 5gh£
against famine, if we have to in<;111'0the country against famine, if WP h.vve to

. provide food and clothing for the people of this country, then T think it i<.time
that the responsibilitv should be divided and clearlv conceived and understood.
namely. that there should be a short-term nrozramrne and a long rr.n~p pro-
grnm_me, policy and planninz. Even in the short-term ~wogramme, the euorrnity
of the problem makes it difficult for Provincial Governments to COp6 with the
situation. In a famine ill my Disbrict in U)18-1~. the Govcrnrn=nt of 1Lldn1S
had to spend Rs, 60 lukhs wl;ioh is bevond the scope of a yrovince like Oris.sn
which is unable to meet even from its Inmns insurance fund '1nd also [rom its
resources. You have got certain famine insurance moneys in the hands of the
Government of India, but they are very small and the contribution that Pro-
vinces receive in years of"lamine are verv very small inde=d. 'I'herefcre, 'vith
the changed conditions and circumstances, a planning and a progruu.me are
necessary. T would therefore appeal to the Government and to the Minister
in charge of Agriculture to plan the whole thing properly and well and Iae« the
problem which is really formidable.

Under the circumstances, I move the atncnduicut an.I 1et me 'l"Ve that it
will be accepted by the Mover and also by the Government.

Mr. Speaker: Amendme~tmoved:--

"That after the words 'and agriculturally' the following be inserted:

'in supplementing resources and activities of a Provincial Government or of Provincial
Governments concerned'; and at the end of the Resolution the word 'again' be
added. "

m {j1:j" ~ : mrrqfCf +=r~"T~!fA~rr~f(fTCf cfi" ap: if cfi"~ ~(rrrr <fi~,
'q'TQffT ~ fcf; \5fi'[f ~B" ~ CfiT'liTh~i (Survey) ;f.T \5fTlf: lIT s~ a'i'[ CflT

<fiJi Cfl~f~Ff lIT CflN ~f~~ ~+=r a-i:fK efr 7.Tlf at ~J:fif ~~?1 (Statee-) CfiT
+1f~rf~0""«Clij- '-Ff ~~ ~;oT \5fTlf I ~~C'Cfl ~qrr (State") ~ ~fiTl[ cfi"~
~t;:-:r (Fillanee) "Fr,f if 'li~ BQJ.lm W~~ Tfif;c it rr;[f t~t~.f~

: \~ ar~ Cfl ~ ~f<1 a-lfH Cflr \5fT~ \ifl crQi" cfi" f0lt +1f CfiTll Cfl~ri, ~fcti;;
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[P.ft l:1li ~  

~ lfi{ ~ ~ fit; ~ ~ ;it ~  ~ ath ;it ~ A T~ ~ ~ i atk 
mer ~ 'tmr if 'fQ.f 3ff W ~ '3'tTt ~  (f\Q ~ ~~. ~ '3'5m ~ T  

~  ~ <tiT ~T ~  ~  ~ I im ~  ~~ f<fi ~~ ~ ~ rt 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ (Supply) fot;<rr ~ I Wf'\ ~ ~

at ~~ (C-entre) ii <IT 3fT ~ ~ I ~ ~ itu ~ ~ ~ f<fi ~ 
W ~ of; arnmr ~ of; ~ n  <f.t ~ ~ ~T lR ~T ~  ;it 

~  ~ T~~ ~ ~~~ ~~  T~~ 

~ aIT5 ~  ct;T am:m q 00 ~~ ~ T~ of; :;r-.;ro: <iT ~  ~ 

~ am: ~ of; ~~ ~ am ~ (Suggestions) ~ ~ I 
11' ~ ~ ~  ~ f.t; ~ aIT'\ oft ort ~T~ ;f 'f(f;;m;rT ~ 

fit; ~ ~ crnur <IT tfi+r'tr (Famine) ~T m(fl ~ I ~ oft ~ ~ 

fumr(f ~ ~ 3fT!rf ~ ~ ~ ~  if n ~  <Ii ~ ~ ¢ 

~ ~ tfi+rr.:r( Famine) ~T 3fT ~ ~ I '3'lJ'fiT ~  <fif'\lJT ~ ~ f.t; 

~ i 'iiroIf \ii;fr;;?iTifi if@' ¥ mIT ~  s:m<>i<f itt ~  ~ mIT ~ ~ 

~  m ~  t fit; 3fRr11Sfc .~ ~  ~  ~T ~ QT ~  ~  ~  

'3'lJ ~ ~ if ~  3fTJf m"( q'"( ~T ~ CfT(fT I T ~  ~ ~ q;r.;f <fiT 

<!;Cf ~  (for ~  ~ ;mi'T ~ 1 ~ qr;:fr q\lTI(f ~  ~ mar t 
~ ~~ ;J; ~ \ii;fr;; ~ if@' ift '1rftT am: ~ tfTifT ~ mt ~ 
~ f<f; ~ <# orR ~  ~  tT<f;;f 'fiT qiF,f 3ff(ff ~ m ~ ~ ~ 
~  ~ ~ I ;am ~ ~ ~  ~~~ lftcfr ~  ~ oft itT ~  ~ 

~ ~~  (Irrigation) 'fiT S:;:(f::jffJf ~ T T <f;T '<i"il\if111 lit CIt ~ 
cr;il ii' ~  ~  ~T ~ ~ <if ~  <fiT ~  ~  

(Irrigation) <t lJror;; ~ ~ ~ I qQT:it 3fl1J>ifr <f.T ~~ w ~ 
~ ~~~ ~ 9 ~~ ~~ ~ T~ ~. 

~ ~ ~ JflRft, ~ ~ ~~  ;;QT ~ tmft ~ , <mr ~ ~ ~  
'Nr ~ I <rQj ~ <i; mqif ~ oft ;;@' ~ am .rm eft !filft eft ~ ~ 

~ ~ \Ffr.r oft ~. ~ ~ ~ if@' mIT ~ I ~ itu ~ ~ ~ fir' 
~ ~ ~ Sffi'ITCf Uu ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ m m;-r;; Wlll ~  
\ill ~ aT ~ ~ '3'q'IiCfil ~ T , 

(English translation of, the abovtl .~  1 

Ihri :&am Sahli (Gwalior. State): Mr. Spet<ker, Sir, in connection with thi" 
BllIIOluUon. I would like to say this much ollly that. whIle un:lertaking any Furvey 
~  hatting up a C'A>Illmission or planning any other scheme of this nature, the 
4ues('ion of associating the States with it Rhould also be kept in view. A ~  
the ~ lire not co-operating with the Central Government in financing 8uch, 
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pmjelStil fGl' the purpose of evolving such aae.heme whieh: may also be executed 
them, yet. I hold the view that the ()entratGovenunenthas to bear the n ~ 

~ ~ n  from the oonditionsprevailillg in the states where the faUQW 
land JS IYlJ)g "!lste and thns not utilized by being brought under.cultivation. 
lust as \Ve. have seen,whenever the statesielt the necessity, foodgraina were 
lRlPpJied to them by the Cenj!re. If these are available tliere, then the Centre 
GOuld also hE supplied. Therefore, my submission is that· where snch '1 state-
of affairs occurs as a result of the negligence on the- part of the States the 
Commission or :Board so constituied should also exercise its authority over 
them in this respect.' Moreover it should also supervise over the cultiv<ttioll 01. 
land and explore means for the development of irrigatkm projectti, tlmi dler its. 
suggestions on the n n~ n  there. 

1 ~ like to say just as ~ other friends have already stated that e:l:-. 
oossive. rains. ~  bring about a famine. Coming as I do from the State Of 
Gwaliol'. where cerlaul ~  :ctll .lii·e oolistantiy afiected by £amiu" for the !ast 
so. many years on UCCOU11.t . ~ n . the ~ n .. :easonf.Ol'_, . .t> .. hiS is that the l,md can-
not. bf properly ploughed due to exceasl'iIIl'JUIbi. and· tberefore. wheat cannot be-
grown. It can be argued that rice can be prodUced in the regions of heavv 
rain.fall, but gellerallj' r.ice does Hot ,,'I'ow in such plaues, because when th';, 
time for the repening oitha rice crop approach!ls, then the. land beCOIlles dry. 
During the rainy season, tIle ~  ,wcun.ulattls there to(such an extent that 
it renders the land unfit for the sowing of wheat. The water also is not quite-
sufficient 80 8S to be utilized after the rainy days when the ~  for the ripening 
of the rice crop. comes. I am of the Oplll on. therefore. that if arrangements 
for irrigation lI1'ellllld(. in olll(lrsillliiar :>rellS which are affect-ed by heavy ram-
fall, it would help the growth of rice 'croll ill such contingencies, Irr;gatioo 
facilities lIlay therefore be provided in sunh places !lethe condition of the land 
lIhel'e has deteriorated to such. an pxtent that no crop can be properlygl'own 
th6l·e. The. kharif CI'OF viz., ~ . bnjrannd ma/;J.:i{millet ~  ~ doeS' 
not ulsa ~~  good harvest. Long gross has grown there in ~ n . NQ· 
facilitiel' for the use of agl'icultUl'lli implpTlll'nts (11'(': aV(1ih,hl.ethete and 1;his 
coupled ,dth the scarcity of bulls r"ntlers ;t difficult to plough the ~  properly. 
Therefore. I daresay that it would we quite approprinte if fllcilities"are pl'Ovided 
bythp n~ n  menns of 8Uch II Rt'"olution. 

JIr.-A.lhhboob Ali BlIig Sahib Bahadm ('\fadras: :Yfuslim): Mr. Speaker, 
Sir. I fUn in entircllW"ement w'th thl' of th" Ht'so-ln6on moved b:v 
my Honourable friend Mr. tho.ugh I would lik€'-
that. the Commission Ulay . nnt tlt' " but it might 
appropriately be called 'Food Comm'BSion.· has traced the hiatory of' 
faminefrnm Upanishad!! and tberecannot be· .' opiniona about the position 
of food in India.. Thet'e has beenchro'nie famme aHthrough; With the growth 
of population in the world. it is an universal problem how to meetthe'-I6quire· 
melf;9, of food. but with' thi,. differencp that while ~  countries ~n 
able to produce food in propnrt'on to the inorease.of popn.\a.tion by methodS' 

...sEbich though ~  to us hove not heen ~  by us; Ris. no doubt 
true that in previouR years some RttemptsWet'8m"e .by the prevto1lIlGov.· 
erttments for n ~ n  !rril(1ttioll n ~ n  anieut& acrossrivel"ll' so that.· 
ihe water of the rIvers nlight. he. takon mt-othe fields byoonals .. 'No doubt 
BODle atte.mptllwete made in the past.fnr ~n~ .nn  ;n ~ .n . toO whieh 1 n ~ 
i.B., AndPl"Il.DeS.a. wllE'ra there .art' t;wlng l'IVe,.,; flowlDg,KlStnaaild Godavan 
aM e.crollBthese riverA as early 811 1850.e.nicuts W&l'EI . OGDS1Inlcted and those-
aree.a ,.,bloh·. 81'e irrigatfod hYWRWf thro\lghthese lIOU1'OOS hllove\)een pros1.IMOUB 
~  been producing . to 11 ISl"gf'T(lxtent thantbe other partAofthP countrv. 
Il\lt similar. etlorts wete not made in lMr".of other areas. I do not know the 
reaiJOn wh'V the Government oJ tbe day ·l!iIa \lOt ~  &II$e.aqrt. I\f 
faciJitieR in t.he other parts· of tbe country. . If only the llovenl1l'lent had OOtlt" 
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ll"h, A. Mahboob Ali Baig Sahib BahadurJ 
~  ~  bl'Ougltt Into ~  ~  irngat.ioll proj()dli thl'Oughout the country, 
there 18 ~  reason why India ShOUld'sutler from famines at, all. It is 00 doub1 
true that monsoons often fail ~n  the failure of monsoon has been responsible 
~ Il great extent for the scarcIty of food. But where the comlitiOll8 lire suell 
~ ~ Ijjc i::ulure nl 11lOlJsuon IS J'utht'l' llot oceasiol1<ll but.111li\'efsaJ, i.e., hus been 
faIling every year, Government ought to have takell care to see that other facili-
ties are elllfloypd. 'There have Vee,] 110 doubt AgriculturaL n ~ !!ei 
up and PubliC Works Departments have been established, but thev have lIot 
done 'what tncy ougnt to uaVe (tOile 111 uruer t.u pl'eVent tHese n ~. It is no 
doubt true, Sir, that for the last two or three decades t.he Proy ncial Govern-
ments hav" been vested with powers to spend lHon,,:v m, oonstruct ug irrigation 
proJPcts. 1'hel'e h9ve heen ngl'lCuitllTa, . n ~ nlso working all these two 
or three decades. But "-'hnt is the ~  1'10& ,Agrieu:turul DppflrtrllflTIts 
have not been able to bring home to the ryots impro\'ed met,hods of I,,:oductlOn. 
In fact very few people in the villages kllow that there is any" Agriculttlr ... 1 
Department at all and the aotivities of the Agricultural Department!; have been 
such that neit,her toe ~ ~ ~ n ..  of ttl(';o;" Ih.'T1t1r<!lItll!S nor thflrl 
Departments t,ake care to see that any imJlroved methods are adopt"d hy thesp 
ryots. 

There ar€ two ways in which these famines can be Ilyerted. OIB of them 
is-the 1'I'OOllction of tood winen cnll be accompLshed by both intensive ,md ex 
tensive cultivation. As to intensive cultivation it is the duty of n n~ 
'to !('neb the lai!lals hnw more food cun he produred by imp;ove 1 methods of 
oultivation, Our Taiyats have been ploughing the land in the snme <J d f:lsl1ioll 
and BH1,nllring their tlCJds III the h!illlP Old fllt't.lio L It i,;;; therefore no wondA:"" 

that tlll'v cnlJl10t omdnc'; more. Then there HI"> extensive tracts of 
1 p, M. limd which could be made to produce more food if ~  cnIl be brought 

UIJ(Ler UW plougll. lhn 110 f'tlOrl haR been lll:tde h:v Oovpnnnent, 31 
yet ttl extenrlcnltivAtioll. It is t,n'" thai il ",e,'I]!; n~  WhE'll :von try toO 
brin!! fallowlAnrl "r ~ . I""d uon,>,r ~ . n  hilt it is the Qntv of (lovern· 
ment to encourage the 1'aiyats an'l he'p them to bring all this land undpr culti-
vation. No eftort ha.Ft ~  n ~ hv .....; tOvf':rnrnf'nt, in thi .. reaard also. I kn()w 
that during wartime on flcconnt of .""''i'tv of food f0l' ",o"inns l"ensons ~~. 
ment programmed what is called the Grow More Food Campaign. But in my 
Own provi,wR- of MAdras it wn •• "imit,teri hv the Minis' ('1' of Food and Awicul-
ture that there has been no aTJpreciahle n ~  of food ag a result of tbat cam, 
paign, What is the renROl1 'or t.hat? Mv suhmisRion ~ t.bllt ol1r GovP.TIlment!l 
in the past have not taken this matter very serioulIly. 

It is admittc'll that, our <,ountrv if; deiieit, in food!!'rains ~n  in the pa8. we 
used to import them from other co11ntries. But when dnr'n!!' and aft.er the war 
imporl's from conntrie!< like Burma and Siam ceased we ba<l to "dort, measures 
for the Control ani diRtribution of food. Now tbat the war has ended the same 
condit'ons ~ . We thou!!'ht-thnt iR not my personal vi"w,-bl1t ,:omp 
provincial Governments and the Central Government also ~  
f"aitlat ~ ke",t Q ~ ~ ~ n. .  nT't(l ~ nnt. h";"'O":"'t(T i+ .f,... ............... 1T1:\+. hecf\llsc ~ 

. ~ are nE)t R11fficien.tlv attrrw.tive. and thRt tberefore if the oon",ol if' removt\(t 
itheR(> surnlus "toeks will he forthcominl(. It is yet to he Been whethel' there w". 
'anv suroluB at all But whn'ever it if;, :t is lin n<'lmi+ted fnct, that \VA are defi(1it 
in' foo'dln"ains. sneciallv 'n some llTovinces like Madras, Thp.refoT!l the 00'" 
ernm"nt",-h";th nrnvi"cial on<l Cent,rll.) and tbe Centrll,l OovP,mment, is also reR· 
ponsiblp for the ", .. U-heill!!' of the n ~  take this un 0 T~  and Rdollt 
~  to Tl1"Odll".e more food instond of den"nilinq "nOll iro""",!! from ont,-
slae, How 1011!!'8re '11011 "";"'1' to depeni 0'" tl1!'!Re 'ore;!!" ;tnTlorl:R? That ip 
the t'11'"t'on thAt the FnM l\.f;",:st-er must ask hlm!lelf . Tf no ilo"S not ",HIlt 
:to d"p.md on imports and if be also does not want millions ""Te to die. what. 
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should be !;he programme that he should adopt? That is a question thal, muss 
be OOll.Sidered very seriously. It is not true that we have not got any facihJiies; 
we have got lot of water and very good lands. But the reason why we are not 
able to produce more food is that we are not .able to harness the rain-fall and 
also to employ !;he right scientitic methodJi j;o utilise the resources oJ the coun1ir1 
for the production of !ood, There is no reason why we should not be able j;o 
produce the food that is nec.essary for us. 

This proposed ]'amine Commission may, with a ~ ~ on the parJ! of 
the people be of some help to Government and so J weJa>tne it. There have 
been Commissions in the past which produced no results.. I hope :this will not 
go the same way and now with a. responsible Government !;here is no ~ n 

why it should not give better results. Sir, I support the Resolution. 

Shri'1'. A. B.amaUngalil Ohe\tiar (Madras: General): Sir, I think I should 
take some p¥t in this discussion because I feel that certain matters have not 
received the attention they should. In the case of famines it is not really 
want of foodgrains that matters; !;he country may have all the grains required 
and even  more. But the people have got no occupation and no money with 
which to buy these foodgrains.. That is the problem that j;akes place in every 
famine. I may say, Sir, that I had to investigate this matter twice: once 1'1 
the Chairman of the last Famine Committee appointed by the Madras Gov-
ernment when famine j;ook place in the area, ~ . . n  here by my 
friend Mi-. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. All ~  of the Government! 
were members of the Committee. After more than:a-;year of investigation, 
we found that unless there is more than one occupation-the occupation they 
have now got is only agriculture-it is not possible to prevent famines. There 
ought to be diversified occupations which will give work to the people all throUfla 
the year and that will make it possible for the people to live even if one _ 
soon fails. That is the sort of problem that will have to be met. It 18 n_-
sary that the occupation of agriculture should not fail simply because ~ 
has been one failure of monsoon. We found, Sir, after inve!Wiigation into the 
several famines that took place in that area that one failure· of monsoon never 
brought famine at all to the area. It is the second failure that brought famine. 
Somehow when the first failure took place, people were able to get on w:th lODle 
work and also with the stores of grains they had. But when the second mon-
soon failed then the trouble arose. The area from which my friend is coming 
is subject to, famine. Once in every five years there is a bumper crop. The 
other four years arl! either deficient or absolute famine years. That is how tha_ 
partiCUlar area has been affected, time after time once every five years, with 
famine. 

As I said, what we found was this. It is ·no doubt necessary that irrigation 
projects ought to be taken up. But when there is a failure of two monsoon 
continuously a.ll water sources also get dried up. Water for irrigation worn 
• may have only from the bigger irrigation works like Tungabadra. Others 
like tanks, wells and things like that get dry. Even if we have these smaller 
irrigation works, they would not supply the occupation that is necessary or 
produce the foodstuffs which we want. No doubt; when there is the first failure 
these tanks have some water left and with that water you can raise probably a 
crop. But that will not be sufficient for the second crop and the next erop, 
and when the next crop leason comes, and there is a second failure of monsoon 
all the people are .thrown out of employment and they are praatically in the 
streets. That is the sort of thing that occurs. 

So we found that it is necessary to get employment for the people and pro-
vide for them not to depend entirely on agriculture and agriculturel pursuits. 
The Government should arranjl'e to/) ,:lpt o!;her walks of life provided for the people 
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like°industries. small and big. mining and things like that for which in the l'arti· 
cular ~  refer to there was ample scope. <rovernment had neglected the 
~  thl1l€ 'for very nearly 150 years with the result that the area was suffer-
mg . 

•. Speaker: I believe the Honourable Member will take some time. The 
House will now adjourn and re-assemble at 2·80 J.' .• IJJ.." '. ' 

Thl! Assembly then adjourned faT Lunch tilz' Half-Past Two of the Clock, 

7'''" A. ~  ?p../J.llllllmh'p,n n.lt67 L-rmolt fl.t Flall-Pallt 7'wo pf the Clock. 
liT. 81'tJli,", (ThtJ HOII"!'f'TOble MT. G. V. MavalankaT) in the Chair. 

Sbl1 'f ..... ltam&1iDgam Qhett'ar: Sir. while I agree witli all the 'Previou. 
sneakers that the t'ountrv should be self-sufficient wit.h reference to food and 
all 'POSsihle schemes for increasine- food 'Production SlIch 8S hArnessing the big 

.rivers and otherwise should be undertaken, I want to impress on the Hom", 
that. 80 far as famine is concerned it is a local afl'air. The remedy for famine 
is found in the loca1itv itself. Take for instance RavalASeema. ' If Rava1a-
SMma is to be saved from famine. it is not hv n A ~  food nronuction ~ the 
Godavari or in the Gangetic valley. In former famines we found no difficult" 
whatsoever in getting food supply from outside hut there was difficulty if 
.people could not get emlJlovment and they have to go to the camps to earn 
even the one anna nine ]'lies which we were givine- them bv wav of wages. A • 
. ~  Raval8E<eema we want.,d to hame"" the Tnne-abndm find we were also 
thinking of havinlt another scheme at SnngnmeswaTnm. So far flS minor Uri-
.~ n works are cont'erned t,hev help onl" in the firRt war ",hl'n thf're is fl. Rort. 
of partial failure. As I said hefore. it is only when there is a second failnre of 
mODBoon that the famine actuo1lv set. in. Dnrilw th" first fni1me there is not 
the:s!>me intensive famine which requires outside help. Minor irrigation works 
hellJ ttl get a C!'I:ll' in tbe ~ . veal'. tholllth in thp "pconn vearth;s sour('R- ,,111 
gei dry and there is 110 possihility of gpHillg allY "ro]'ls from that source. It is 
QDtbnt aeeolmt that· we.st.ressed t.h .. 1'oillt thnt t.1,,,1'P .h()nld bp diversified em-
ployment in bile locality by encouraging cottage industries, by estBolishing- larger 
irulusliries or having recoun;e to mining and things like that. The whole thing 

· has to be worked out as a comprehensive 1'1&n and for that .pnrlJose we wanted 
the establishmpnt of a Development Board. After a long delav of nearly ten 
years (we sent our report in 1939). Only a short time back the Government 

,thought of n n~ the Deve10lJment Boaril. Only two 'days' ago I saw the 
report of the proceedings of the Development Board. They have just taken the 
report on hand and are trying to,meet the situation. 

So the question of famine is II local lIfl'air And has to he dealt with locally 
and whatt we require from the Centre will be financial help. For instance th'" 

· last ~ in Ravalaseema cost the Madras Government hetween two and 
three crores. It ~ not for actuallv working the famine relief that we "'%.,t 

· the help of the Government of -India, because it has to he worked locally. It 
is a question of opening cam,ps, giving employment, to t.he people and gettins:. 
food supply from outside. Nobody dies· for want of food surrply hut the diffi-
cultyis to get it for them and they have to rmrchase it with their wages. That 
is the difficulty we have. So it is a local AlTair wh;ch each local government 

- will have to provide for and especially in a lJrovince like mine. whpre as I SAid 
Ravalaseema gets a famine almost once in five years, we have lin have n com-
prehensive policy with the help of a hodv which will work from day to nAv not, 
dul'iill.g the famine slolle l>utbefore and after, sotha1i the famine may nof. actually 
come. There will pe some sort of scarcity anyway once in five years hut the 

· ~  sb()1,lI<J not be 1!'i't withou:t any ooClupat.ion as they are now, because 
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.there is at present no' other occupation except agriculture and f1.griculture fails 
when there is no rain. So I would requejlt the Government to consider the 
.question and to see that every local government has some agency to study and 
work eontinuouslj so that the intensity of the famine may not be telt. It may 
be called scarcity but it need not involve the opening of- camps and all the 
sul!ering that is involved in the opening of camps wch as people crowding there. 
living on such small ~  8S they get and living on only half a meal or one meal 
a day or once in two day!!. '.ThQt is what we have to avoid and for thail we want 
a development bo,ml like the one we have just started ;J;l Madras and there 
~  be a continuous study of all these problems. There should be help 
from the Centre so far 8.8 finance is concerned and if necessary the Centre 
should get also food supply from'other places where it may be ~ . 

The lJtiJ10urable SJIrt ZaJramdas DolIlatram (Minister for Food and AI/rieul· 
ture): Sir, I am intervening in the debate at this ~  because as I have heen 
~ An n  to the speeches Of the Mover and other speakers one thine: that bas 

struck me is tfiat on most points they seem to be expressin" my own thoughts. 
T nRvP therefore been feeling- whether it is necessary to prolon" the debat.e he-
yona the present stage. I have welcomed the moving of the Resolution and I 
have also welcomed the debate because I feel that the food problem of th,' 
country is a subject on which we cannot have sufficient ~ .  if we want 
'fa help the country ou'tl of the difficulty in which it finds itself. Speaking gene-
rally I feel that there are three propositions which stand out prominently as " 
reslllti of this debate. One point is that food ought to be given n :vPry high 
priority when we are dealing with the prohlems of ortr "rollntry. 

Shrl Bamnarayan Singh (Bihnr: (}pneral): 'First priority. 
'l'he Honourable Shrl .Tatramdas Doolatram: I would welcome the decision 

that food ought to be given the tirst priorit.v. Thnt is my view. If it ~ 
t·he view of the Provinces and of t,he Assemblv then I nave no doubt. that we 
shall be able to solve all our difficu]t.ies m11nn ';nr!ier than we rnav pxpect. The 
Beaond more or less common idea expressed wns thllJ we shoulq ellileavotir to 
make our count,ry self-sufficient with regard to food. In this tih\o I find myself 
in completest agreement with the opinion of the HOllse. The tbird'Point "'hat 
has been madp ont is thnt in 80me manner. and in some meamre the Centre onghl: 
{<> take a more active hand in dealing with the food selfsllfliciency question alld 
certainly in dealing with the famine question. It is not, yet clear to me as t<> 
what exactly is the extent to which the CentrRI I,egislature would wish the 
Government of India to take 11p the responsihilit:v with regard to famines and 
also the production Qf food. There is 8 certain amount of difference of opinion 
<'xpressed today. But on the whole, apart from the difference of opinion as to 
the extent and measure of responsibilitv which the Centre should take up there 
is a unanimous expression of view that. the Centre ought to take, 'IS I hnve 
said, a more aative hand in the matter. Except one or two speakem other 
have more or less omitted any reference to the very grea£ work which the pro. 
vincial Governments have to undertakf' and have' undertaken whenever 10001 
flUJlnes oceu," As I suppose o:>ost of the Honolll"able Members how, we have 
'pf a very extensivf' and diltailed Famine Code whiob has heen functioning for 

CUlanv many yeam. Under that Famine Code the Provincilll Governments Rt"e ex-
pected and empowered to anticinnt" Rod nrepare for meetin!!" the ~ n 
whenever they find that fam;M ha. ovp.rtak'lD any Dart. of th .. ProVinoP T 
have no ~n ~ t<> n ~  t,hat the ~ n  Governtnents have not risen 
to the occasion whenever ~ distress has come. But it mav be that that mat-
t.er also may need. a little more examination. Somehow . ~  of the s.peaKe.rs 
made no reference to the tirst nart of thelV>solntion and most of the speaKer" 
conl'ented themselvel! with elaborllting their ideRs on the secon--l· 'Part. The 
second pari deal with permanent Or tiflnl remeClies. It is with regaM fo'that 

. as!,ect of the 'Tueation that .r think WF might go a little into detail. Whether 
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today is jihe occasion for going intO detail I caunot say. 1 wish we could sit 
through and have a full dress debate on various methods of developing j;ho8e 
special famine areas which year in and year out or onoe every four or five years 
have to meet this calamity. ;But probably the prooedure that ;£ am going to 
suggest may find some favour with the House •. 

I find also one veri promising and interesting feature of today's debate and 
that is that the representatives of Borne of the States also want that the Central 
Government should Itelpthem in regard to famine and that the States should 
not be isolated in this matter from the rest of India< I am glad that on every 
occasion and on every question the Indian ·'States feel that no 'difference now 
exists between their territory and the territory of .the Indian Dominion, I am 
only too glad, and willing and anxious to do the utmost I can as Food Minis-
ter to help our States, to win their co-operation and in conjunction with them 
deal with the situation inside their own territory. With regard to the desire 
of the moves that Government should adopt the resolution moved. What I feel 
on the whole is that if 1 accept it as it is it means that .there is to be a permanent 
Commisaion dealing with the immediate problems arising from famine and &Iso 
putting forward and executing schemes ot development which will prevent famine, 
If this Commission is to prevent famine ther can be no permanence in its own 
tenure beca.use it must dissolve itself once it has succeeded in achieving its 
objective. Therefore, I have hesitation in accepting this Resolution 
in this form. I have also a feeling that much as I wish that the 
CenJ;re.l ~ n n  should have an· active hand in dealing with 
famine in India wherever it takes place, I am doubtful whether the time is ripe 
for the Centre more or less to assume completest l·csponsibility. If the Cen-
tral Government has to function in tenns of this Hesolutioll all that it will 
mean IS tbat the Development Board must completely replace the Agriculture 
Departments of the Provinces and also the Agriculture Department at the CeIl-
tra....l am :therefore anxious to find some kind of via media and I propose to 
make a brief statement-£uggest a kind of formula which Ulay enable the 
Centre to. funetion, which may enable the Provinces also to share the responsibi-
lity and yet which ma.y provide some kiiid of quick machinery both to deal with 
famine when it occurs and also to inaugurate· those schetnes of d.ll.velopment 
which will prevent famine hereafter in this country.. I expect that aflier I have 
utated my position the Mover of the Resolution and also the Mover of the 
Amendment will both withdraw their motions. 

Thill is what I propose to do. I propose tq set up at othe Centre some spe-
cial machinery capable of speedy action to desl with the immediate problems 
of fa.mme relief in co-operation with the Provinces. I also propose, in consul-
tll.tion with the Provinces, to examine the question of creating special machi· 
nery to bring to early fruition schemes of devlopment calcula.ted to prevent the 
recurrence of famine conditions. I am not able at this stage to commit my-
self to del&ila, but I will discuss this question with Members of iihe Assembly 
who have participated in the debate and later with representatives of the\J'ro-
Vincial Governments, and I hope to evolve 80Il arrangement which would grve 
general satisfaction, my ~  in proposing this via media is that by .~ 
this specia.l procedure of consulting ;Members of the Assembly off the debate 
hour and iil an informal way, probably a suitable solution might be discovered. 

In view of the st&tetnent that I have made I hOJ«l the Honourable the Mover 
of 1Ihe Resolution would withdraw his Resolution and so also the Mover of the 
Amendment. . 

:Mr. lL E. Sldhva (C. P. and Berar: General}: The Honourable Minister 
said that he would coIlSult the Honourable Members of the Assembly who p&"-
ticipated in the debate. There isa Standing Committ-ee of the Food Ministry. 
It has beeu .the practice established here that whenever such an occllsion arises 
that Committee is to be invited. 
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The -Honourable Sbri. Jairamdu· DatdPtam: That Committee al$O will be 
consulted. What.l ~  was an' e¥tra facility to MemberB'Of the' House. 
to influence my decisioI\.. -

Sl1ri H. V. ~  Wby should Consult!ition with Members of the AssembLy 
be considered out ~  ~  

JIr. Spe&ker: ~ . That isa debatable point. 
~  !< 

The Honoura.ble Shri ~  Dou1&tr&m:· What I .meant to say was that 
when Government do. n ~  a resolution, make a statement and re-
quest the Mover to with't-aw ~ motion; then usually·the Dnalaction is taken 
by the Government in its own way. What I suggested was a special procedure 
adopted by me because I want to represent the "Views of the Assembly, as fully 
as I can. ~ ~ t  : . 

Sbri. BlBwanath Du: I congratulate. the Honourable Minister for his splen-
did response"and I withdraw roy amendment .. 

Kr. Spaaker: Has the Honourable Member. leave of the House to withdraw 
his amendment? 

The amendment was, by leav(l of the Assembly withdrawn. 

Slui liI. A.nanthasayaaam AJy&1lg&r: lam glad that Mr. Das, who tabled 
his amendment, has enabled me also to withdraw my reaolution. 

I ·only want to say that other institutions like the ;pl.BOOrch n ~ n  also 
may cooperate and he brought under the control of the DeveloptJtlnt Board. I 
wanted to ref;et to growth of forests and prevention of inundation m. my speech. 
but I omitted to do so. I am sure that the Honourable Minister who certain-
ly want!; to be an abso:ute representa.tive of the Assembly and who has gone, 
according to him, out oithe way in invitjng Mqnbers of the Assembly, will 
certainly evolve a. nice sOOeme which wilLd8, away with ~ .  in the course 
of at least the next five years. '.'. 

.~ ~ ~ 

The Bonourallie Shrl Jairamdas DoUlatram.: These sugge$i.onB. :will &lsI) 
be considered. j.. -,. . 

lIIr. Speaker: So the Honourable Member wishes tohave the permission of 
the House to withdraw his motion. The amendment has already been with-
drawn. • 

The l{csolution was by leave of the Assembly,withdrawn. 

8hrl BaBaDta. XIIJDIl, DaB (WeiltBengal: General): I do DOj; wish to move 
the resolution standing. in my name .. 

Itr. R. X. Sidhva (C.P. and Bernr: General): I do not desire h) move the 
resolution standing in my name not becauaeit is not important or urgent but 
'#ause'I have been advised to discuss this ~ with the Minister in. charge 
~  !he Department., and after discussing, nonee,would be more .glad than myself 
;if. the Government themselveshring ferwatd a-Bill to that effect. Therefore 
I do not. moye my resolution.-

.-:r.Spe&ker: I am not concerned withtbe 're'a.sODS" why the Honourable 
:Member does not want t'b move his tnQtion. The. Honourable Member is not 

~ n~ his motion. ' 

Thet brings to a n ~~  of the c1l1.y. 

The, A. ~  fIlila adjoumed tiU Ele""'" 0/ the Q{oo!c oa. A ~. ae,I5l" 
:February, 1948,. ";".'0 
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