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LOK SABHA DEBATES 

LOKSABHA 

Tu •• dlJy, March 24, 191B1C"./h I, 1ao {SIIa} 

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the CIocIc 

[MR. SPEAKER PROTEM (StiRI INORAJIT GUPTA) in the Chai" 

MEMBERS SWORN-·Contd. 

[English} 

MR. SPEAKER PROTEM: The Secretary-General will 
call out the names of those Members who have not yet 
taken the oath or made the affirmation. I think, there were 
some Members whose names were called, but who might 
not have been present or they certainly did not corne. 

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE (Bolpur) : They 
should come last. I think, that is the rule. 

SHRI P.M. SAYEED (Lakshadweep) : That has been 
the convention. 

MR. SPEAKER PROTEM: The Secretary-General will 
now call out the names. 

Shri Ram Pal Singh (Domariaganj) 

Shri Indrajeet Mishra (Khalilabad) 

Shri Raj Narain Passi (Bansgaon) 

Shri Adityanath (Gorakhpur) 

Shri Pankaj Chowdhary (Maharajganj) 

Shri Ram Nagina Mishra (Padrauna) 

Shri Mohan Singh (Deoria) 

Shri Hari Kewal Prasad (Salempur) 

Shri Chandra Shekhar (Ballia) 

Shri Kalpnath Rai (Ghosi) 

Shri Akbar Ahmad Dumpy (Azamgarh) 

Shri Daroga Prasad Saroj (Lalganj) 

Shri Chlnmayanand Swami (Machhllshahr) 

Shri Paras Nath Yaday (Jaunpur) 

Dr. Bizay Sonkar Shastri (~r) 

Shri Om Prakash (Ghazlpur) 

Shri Anand Ratna Maurya (Chandauli) 

Shri Shanker Prasad JaiswaJ (VaranaaI) 

Shrl Ram ShakaI (Robert8gMj) 

Shri Vlr.ncb Singh (Mirupur) 

Shri Jang Bahadur SIngh Patal (~ 

Shrl Sha/Iendra Kumar (ChaII) 

Dr. Ashok Kumar Patel (Fatehpur) 

Shri Ganga Charan RaJput (Hamlrpur) 

Shri Rajendra Agnihotri (JhanaI) 

Shri Bhanu Pratap Singh (Jalaun) 

Shrirnati Kamal Rani (Ghatampur) 

Shri Shyam Blhari Mishra (Bllhaur) 

Shri Jagat Vir Singh Orona (Kanpur) 

Shrimati Sukhda Mishra (Etawah) 

Shri Pradeep Kumar VadaY (Kannauj) 

Dr. Swami Sachchlda Nr.nd Hart SakIhI (Farukhad) 

Shri Balram Singh Vaday (Malnpurl) 

Prof. S.P. Singh Baghel (Ja/esar) 

Dr. Mahadeepak Singh Shakya (Etah) 

Shri Prabhu Dayal Katheria (Flrozabad) 

Shri Bhagwan Shankar Rawa. (Agra) 

Shri Tejyeer Singh (Malhura) 

Shri Kiahan Lal Oller (Hath,..) 

Shrlrnati Sheela Gautam (Aligarh) 

Shrl Ashok Pradhan (Khurja) 

Shrl Chhatlar Pal Singh (BuIandIhahr) 

Shri Ramesh Chand Tomar (Hapur) 

Shrl Arnar Pal Singh (Meerut) 

Shri Sohanyeer SIngh (Muzaffamagar) 

Shri Vlrendra Verma (Kalrana) 

Shri NakII Singh (Saharanpur) 

Shrl Harpel Singh SaIhi (Hardwar) 

Shrl Amar Roy PracIIan (Coach Behar) 

Shri Joachim BaxIa (Allpurduar) 

ShrImeti MinaII Sen (JIIIpaIgurI) 

ShrI Manda Pathak (DaJjNIIng) 

8hrt ..... MuIdIetIee (~ 
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Shri A.B.A. Ghani Khan Choudhury (Maida) 

Shri Abul Hasnat Khan (Jangipur) 

Shri Moinul Hassan (Murshidabad) 

Shri Promothes Mukhe~ee (Berhampore) 

Shri Ajoy Mukhopadhyay (Krishnagar) 

Dr. Asim Bala (Nabadwip) 

Dr. Ranjit Kumar Panja (Barasat) 

Shri Ajay Chakraborty (Basirhat) 

Shri Sanal Kumar Mandai (Joynagar) 

Prof. R.R. Pramanik (Mathurapur) 

12.00 hr •. 

Shri Samik Lahiri (Diamond Harbour) 

Shrimali Krishna Bose (Jadavpur) 

Shri Taril Baran Topdar (Barrackpore) 

Shri Tapan Sikdar (Dum Dum) 

Shri Sudip Bandhyopadhyay (Calcutta North West) 

Shri Ajit Kumar Panja (Calcutta North East) 

Kumari Mamata Bane~ee (Calcutta South) 

Dr. Bikram Sarkar (Howrah) 

Shri Hannan Mollah (Uluberia) 

Shri Akbor Ali Khandoker (Serampore) 

Shri Rupchand Pal (Hooghly) 

Shri Anil Basu (Arambagh) 

Shrimati Geela Mukherjee (Panskura) 

Shri Lakshman Chandra Seth (Tamluk) 

Shri Sudhir Giri (Contal) 

Shri Rupchand Murmu (Jhargram) 

Shri Basudeb Acharia (Bankura) 

Shrimali Sandhya £lauri (Vishnupur) 

Shri Sunil Khan (Durgapur) 

Shri Bikash Chowdhury (Asansol) 

Shri Nikhilananda Sar (Burdwan) 

Shri Mahboob Zahedl (Katwa) 

SM Somnath Chatterjee (Bolpur) 

Dr. Ram Chandra Dome (Blrbhum) 

MR. SPEAKER PROTEM: The Secretary-General will 
now call the names of those Members who could, not take 
the qath or affirmation earlier. . .. 

Shri K. Yerrannaidu (Srikakulam) 

Shri Vijaya Rama Raju (Parvathipuram) 

Shri U.V. Krishnamraju (Kakinada) 

Shri G.M.C. Balayogl (Amalapuram) 

Shri K. Bapiraju (Narasapur) 

Shri R. Sambaslva Rao (Guntur) 

Shri Venkatarami Anantha Reddy (Anantapur) 

Shri G. Ganga Reddy (Nlzamabad) 

Dr. Jayanta Rongpi (Autonomous District) 

Shri Paban Singh Ghatowar (Dibrugarh) 

Shri Prabhunath Singh (Maharajganj) 

Shri Taslimuddin (Klshanganj) 

Shri SushI! Kumar Singh (Aurangabad) 

Shri Tariq Anwar (Katihar) 

Shri Dhirendra Agarwal (Chatra) 

Shri Vijay Goel (Chandni Chowk) 

Shri Chandresh Patel (Jamnagar) 

Shri Mufti Mohmad Sayeed (Anantnag) 

Shri Ramachandra Veerappa "(Bidar) 

Shri K.C. Kondaiah (Bellary) 

Shri V. Dhananjaya Kumar (Mangalore) 

Shri Jayarama I.M. Shelly (Udupi) 

Shri Vijay Sankeshwar (Dharwad North) 

Shri Ramesh C. Jigajinagi (Chikkodi) 

Shri Ajaykumar S. Sarnaik (Bagalkot) 

Prof. P.J. Kurien (Mavelikara) 

Dr. Ram Lakhan Singh (Bhind) 

Shri Madhavrao Scindia (Gwalior) 

Shri Paras Ram Bharadwaj (Sarangarh) 

Shri Laxman Singh (Rajgarh) 

Shri Shivraj Singh (Vidisha) 

Shri Mohan Rawale (Mumbai South) 

Shri Ramkrushna Suryabhan (Amravati) 

Shri Vilas Muttemwar (Nagpur) 

Shri Warpudkar Sureshrao Ambadasrao (Parbhani) 

Shri Sandipan BhagWan Thorat (Pandharpur) 

Shri Ranjlb Biswal (Jagatalnghpur) 
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Shri S. Arumugham (Pondicherry) 

Shri Satnam Singh Kainth (Phillaur) 

Shrimati Satwinder Kaur Dhaliwal (Ropar) 

Shri Amrik Singh Aliwal (Ludhiana) 

13.00 hr •. 

Shri Balram Jakhar (Bikaner) 

Shri Narendra Budania (Churu) 

Shri Rajesh Pilot (Dausa) 

Shrimati Prabha Thakur (Ajmerj 

Shri Dowarka Prashad Bairwa (Tonk) 

Shri Mahendrajeet Singh (Banswara) 

Shri Udai Lal Anjana (Chittorgam) 

Col. Sonaram Chowdhary (Barrner) 

Shri Ashok Gahlot (Jodhpur) 

Shri Bhim Pd. Oahal (Sikkim) 

Shn C. Kuppusami (Madras North) 

Shri Murasoli Maran (Madras Central) 

Shri T.R. Baalu (Madras South) 

Shri O. Venugopal (Tiruppattur) 

Shri Subramanian Swamy (Madurai) 

Shn S.S. Palanimankkam (Thanjaour) 

Maj. Gen. Bhuwan Chandra Khanduri (Gemwal) 

Shri Mulayam Singh 'yadav (Sambhal) 

Shri Saleem Iqbal Shervani (Badaun) 

Shri Raghvendra Singh (Shahabad) 

Shri Mitrasen Yadav (Faizabad) 

Shri Rizwan Zaheer Khan (Balrarnpur) 

Shri Ramesh Chandra DwIvedi (Banda) 

Shri Ranen Barman (Balurghat) 

MR. SPEAKER PROTEM: Shri Bir Singh Mahato has 
Informed us that he Is not able to move physic:aIIy becau .. 
his leg Is fractured. He Is sitting over there In a wheel chaI!. 
He has requested that in view of his physical incapacity, 
he may kindly be allowed to take his oath hom his .. at. 
I am permitting that. 

Shri Bir Singh Mahalo (Purulia) 

Shn Kamal Nath (Chhindwara) 

MR. SPEAKER PROTEM : I. there .., Member 
present here who has not taken the oath or ... not made 

hit affirmation ? 

I think, there Is no such Member. All Members ~ 
here have been covered. 

Now we ha.,. to .. up the next buIInesI which II 
Election of the Speaker of the LoIc Babha. I, theNfore, 
decide and I announce that that Item win be taken up at 
4.00 p.m. ' 

The House may now be adjoumed till 4.00 p.m. 

13.25 hrs. 

16.00 hrs. 

(English) 

The Lole SI!IbhII "." -'/OUmtId till 
Sixteen of tM Clock. 

The Lok Sabha ~ at 
Sixteen 01 1M Clock. 

[MR. SPEMER PROTEM In the ChaIl1 

MR. SPEAKER PROTEM: Now, the Secretary-Gener81 
to cali the names of Members who are to take oath. 

Shri S. Gangadhar (Hlndupur) 

16.03 hrs. 

ELECTION OF SPEAKER 

(English) 

MR. SPEAKER PROTEM: Now we proceed to the next 
item of the business which Is Election of the Spuker of 
the Lok Sabha. 

We have received a number of motions. W. have 
received notices of 18 moIiona. Are ....... motIona being 
moved ? We take It thet the movers 01 ..... moIIoM ... 
willing to move these moIanI. If ~ does not want 
to move his motion, he can .. y so. 

SHRI CH. VIDYASAGAR RAO (Kmtmnagar) : Sir, , 
withdraw my notice of motion which Is IIaIed lit ........ 
no. 15 of todaY' list of ...... I am not moving my 
motion. 

MR. SPEAKER PROTEM : All right. Shit ChennanwIInI 
Vldyasegar Rao, In whoM name motion no. 15 ..... , hal 
indicated that he Ii fto1 ~ that inoIon. 

SHRNATI KAILASHO DEVI (KunIkaheIra) : SIr, I am 
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[Shrimati Kailasho Devi) 

also not moving my Motion which is shown at Item no. 14 
of today's List of Business. 

MR. SPEAKER PROTEM: That is all right. There are 
so many identical Motions. 

So, I am now calling upon Shri Sharad Pawar to move 
the Motion standing in his name. 

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR (Baramati) : I beg to move: 

"That Shri Purno Agitok Sangma, a member of 
this House be chosen as the Speaker of this 
House." 

(Translation) 

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR (Tenali) I second the 
Motion. 

{English} 

MR. SPEAKER PROTEM : The question is : 

'That Shri Purno Agitok Sangma, a member of this 
House be chosen as the Speaker of this House." 

The motion was negatived. 

MR. SPEAKER PROTEM : The motions which are 
listed al serial number 2 to 14, 16 and 18 are identical. 
Therefore, since the motion at serial number 2 has been 
negalived, Ihe molions listed at serial nlJmber 3 to 14, 
16 and 18 are not being put to the vote of the House. The 
motion at serial number 15 is not being moved. That 
means we are left with the motion at serial number 17 only 
which is standing in the name of Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 
So, I am now calling upon Shri Vajpayee to move his 
motion. 

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI ATAl BIHAR I 
VAJPAYEE) : I beg to move: 

"ThaI Shri Ganti Mohana Chandra Salayogi, a member 
of this House be chosen as the Speaker of this 
House." 

(Translation) 

THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI l.K. 
ADVANI) : I second the Motion. 

[Engl#8h1 

MR. SPEAKER PROTEM : The question II : 

, "ThaI Shri uanti Mohan. Chandra Balayogl, • member 

of this House be chosen as the Speaker of this 
House." 

The motion was adopted. 

MR. SPEAKER PROTEM : The Motion is carried ar,';! 
Shri Ganti Mohana Chandra 8alayogi is declared elected 
as the Speaker of this House. I invite him to occupy the 
Chair. 

Shri Ganti Mohana Chandra Balayogi was conducted 
to the Chair by the Leader of the House, Shri 

Atal Bihari Vajpayee and the Leader of the 
Opposition, Shri Sharad Pawar. 

[MR. SPEAKER (SHRI G.M.C. BALAYOGI) in the Chai" 

16.09 hrs. 

FELICITATIONS TO THE SPEAKER 

(Translation] 

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI ATAl BIHAR I 
VAJPAYEE) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wholeheartedly congratu-
late and felicitate you on your election to the post of 
Speaker of the lok Sabha. You are not new to lok 
Sabha. We are well aware of your abilities and 
contributions made by you as a Member of Tenth lok 
Sabha. You took Special interest in rural development 
and agriculture and we heard your speeches on these 
subjects during tenth lok Sabha. Before being elected to 
the Lok Sabha, you had been serving your constituency 
and the society through Zila Parishad. 

You have been a student of law. You have also been 
helping poor and dalits as an advocate. Today when the 
country is celebrating 50th anniversary of independence, 
it is a matter of great pride that an hon. Member of the 
lok Sabha belonging to Scheduled Caste has occupied 
the office 01 the Speaker, It is symbolic of the changing 
era and times. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the responsibility which you have 
assumed today is arduous one and its timing 100 Is crucial. 
People of this country have given their verdict. The 
situation that has emerged after the constitution of this 
House makes your work even more diffICUlt. This seat was 
eariier occupied by the dignified personalities like Sardar 
Vitthal Bhai Patel and Shrl Mavalankar. Two former 
speakers of lok Sabtla, Shrl Shivraj PaID and SM Sangma 
are present In this House .. . (Interruptions) Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, the Chair of the Speaker has a quality that. 
. (I,.,."."",.,,) 
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KUMARI MAYAWATI (Akbarpur) : If you start misusing 
the chair .. . (Interruptions) 

[English} 

MR. SPEAKER : Kumari Mayawati, pie ... be .... ed. 

(Interruptions) 

[Translation] 

SHRI ATAl BIHARI VAJPAYEE : The person elected 
to this office is supposed to discharge his duty properly. 
. . (Interruptions) 

[English] 

MR. SPEAKER : All of you may please be seated. 

(Interruptions) 

[Translation] 

AN HON'BlE MEMBER : Please listen to a dalit 
woman who wants to say something. . .(Interruptions) 

SHRI ATAl BIHARI VAJPAVEE : All our old conven-
tions,. . .(Interruptions) While occupying the throne 01 
Vikramaditya .. . (Interruptions) had shown capability .. 
. (Interruptions) 

AN HON'BlE MEMBER : Atalji, you are proclaiming 
to be a well-wisher of dalits, please listen to what a dalit 
woman wants to say .. . (Interruptions) 

{English] 

MR. SPEAKER : Please be seated. 

(Interruptions) 

[Translation] 

SHRI ATAl BIHARI VAJPAVEE : This House can 
help in making the arduous task easy if Its proceedings 
are conducted according to the rules'. We proclaim to be 
the largest democracy in the World and it is correct also, 
but. . . (Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER: It is not good. Pie ... take you seats. 

(Interruptions) 

SHRI ARIF MOHAMMAD KHAN (Behralch) : The hon. 
Prime Minister is well aware of the conventions of Ihia 
House, yet he is not giving a chance to speak even for 
a minute .. . (Interruptions) 

{English] 

MR. SPEAKER : SOO All Mohernmad Khan, Please 

be seated. You will be pennltted to apeak 

(InterrtJfJl#tJM) 

MR. SPEAKER : Please be aeated. 

[Tf'8ns111tion} 

SHRI MUKUl WASNIK (Buldhane) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
it will be conaider8d as an att8fl1)l to gag the voice of a 
dalil women. . .{lntetrl.f1lloluJ 

[English} 

SHRI ATAl BIHARI VAJPAYEE Sir, I should be 
allowed to continue. 

[Tf'8ns1ation} 

MR. SPEAKER : The Prime Minister is speaking, 
please take your seat. . . (Interruptions) 

[English} 

MR. SPEAKER: You will be given permiIIIon to 
speak 

[Tf'8nslation} 

StiR! ATAl BIHAR! VAJPAYEE : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
am standing here to offer my fellcItaIIona.. It is not en 
occasion to heckle. They wU! get several opportunllles to 
do so ... . (lnterruptlon8) 

{EngNsh} 

MR. SPEAKER : The Prime Minister may be allowed 
to continue. 

(Intenupllon8) 

MR. SPEAKER : No. This .. not good, 

{lnterruptiDMJ 

[Tf'8""n} 

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE : P ..... take your 
sea... . .(Inlerruptlons) 

{EngllMJ 

SHRI ARIF MOHAMMAD KHAN : SIr, he Ie not only 
the Prime MInIster but aIIo an ....... 1C8d Parliamentar-
ian . . .(lnterrupt:ioM) 

MR. SPEAKER : The Prtme MInIIIer may be IIIIowed 
to continue. PIeae be sealed. 

(InterrtJpIIoM) 
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[Translation} 

MR. SPEAKER : You will also be give a chance to 
speak. Please be seated. 

{English} 

You will be given a chance. 

(Interruptions) 

SHRI ARIF MOHAMMAD KHAN: Sir. I am on a point 
of propriety. 

[Translation} 

MR. SPEAKER : Presently, Hon. Prime Minister is 
speaking. You will also be given a chance. 

(Interruptions) 

(English) 

SHRI ATAL BIHAR I VAJPAYEE : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
should be allowed to complete .. . (lnterruptions) 

[Translation} 

Is he delivering a speech here ? . . (Interruptions) 

{English] 

SHRI ARIF MOHAMMAD KHAN : Sir, let the Prime 
Minister be gracious enough to allow the Leader of 
the BSP to have her say as she also belongs to a 
Scheduled Caste. Sir, we are in the 50th year of 
Independence. Can he not be gracious enough to allow 
the Leader of the BSP who also belongs to a Scheduled 
Caste to make her observations? Let him show some 
grace. . . (Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER: This is not good on your part because 
the PrirTld Minister is on his legs. Please be seated. 

(Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER: The Prime Minister is on his legs now. 
Please be seated. This is not good to Interrupt. 

(Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER : Silence please. The Prime Minister 
is on his legs now. 

(Inlerruptlona) 

MR. SPEAKER : Madam, Please be seated. This Is 
not good. , .(Intenuptlons) 

SHRI AJIT JOGI (Raigarh) : Sir, let him kindly yield 
to a delit ~dy Member. 

[Translation} 

MR. SPEAKER : The Prime Minister is speaking, 
Please take your seats. . . .(Interruptions) 

SHRI VILAS MUTIEMWAR (Nagpur) : Please listen 
to her .. . (Interruptions) 

SHRI MUKUL WASNIK : Mr. Speaker, Sir, Will not a 
dalit woman who is trying to speak on behalf of the poor 
be allowed to speak 1 .. . (Interruptions) Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
they claim to be the well wishers of dalits but they are not 
giving a chance to a datit Member to putforth her point. 
. . (Interruptions) 

SHRI AJIT JOGI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, we are saying that 
a dallt woman should be given a chance to speak. . 
. (Interruptions) 

{English} 

MR. SPEAKER : Please be seated. 

(Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER : The Prime Minister is on his legs. 

(Interruptions) 

[Translation] 

KUMARI MAMATA BANERJEE (Calcutta South) : Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, why are they making a noise. Such things 
are not uttered on such a solemn occasions .. . (Interrup-
tions) 

MR. SPEAKER : Please be seated. All of you will be 
given a chance to speak. Right Now, the hon. Prime 
Minister is speaking. . .(Interruptions) 

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROAD-
CASTING (SHRIMATI SUSHMA SWARAJ) : Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, hon. Member should be aware of the convention that 
she should not be intervening on such a solemn occasion. 
She Is the leader of her party and can make her point at 
the time allotted to her party .. . (Interruptions) 

SHRI SATYA PAL JAIN (Chandigarh) : The Leader of 
the Opposition is present in the House. I request him to 
control the Member. If they continue to stop the hon. Prime 
Minister from epeaklng,· ., 

{English} 

We wUl not allow others to speak. . . . (lnterruptlons) 

rrrans'-tion] 

MR. SPEAKER : PIM8e take your seat, Hon'ble Prime 
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Minister is speaking. Please sit down. 

. (Interruptions) 

SHRI ARIF MOHAMMAD KHAN : Mr. Speaker. Sir, I 
request you to listen to a dalit woman. . .(Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER: It is not good to interrupt in between. 
Please be seated. 

SHAIMATI SUSHMA SWARAJ : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
the hon'ble Member is talking about conventions. He 
must know that he should not speak at this time. 
(Interruptions) 

[Englis/l) 

MR. SPEAKER : While the Prime Minister is speak· 
ing. it is not good to interrupt. Please be seated. . . 
. (Interruptions) 

[Translation) 

SHRI ARIF MOHAMMAD KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, my 
submission is that the Hon. Prime Minister may please sit 
down for a minute and listen to the dalil woman. . 
. (Interruptions) 

(English) 

MR. SPEAKER : Shri Arif Mohammad Khan, I have 
not permitted you. 

(Interruptions) 

[Trenslation} 

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE : Mr. Speaker, Sir. if 
congratulating the speaker is a crime. I am a criminal. . 
(Interruptions) 

16.29 hra. 

Kuma'; Mayawati and some othflr han. Mernbe,. 
then left the House 

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we 
heve assembled here for the first time' after the 
Parliamentary elections. I wanted to thank the Oppoeition, 
specially Mr. Sharad Pawar for helping in taking a 
consensnal decision about your election •• . (lntenuptioM) 
Govemments will keep orl changing in a democratic ... 
up. Yesterday. I was in the Oppoaition. Except for a very 
short period in 40 years. I I8MId the country and 
contributed in the House from the Opposition. The verdict 
of the people should be honoured .. . (IrrfenupIIons) A very 
few Members should not have the right to dIsUb the enIInt 
business of t"'·tiouse. Tbey should not be pennIIteU 10 
do so. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, my submlsalon Is that If the 
business 01 the House Is conducted according to the ruIe8 
and If the Members maintain dlgnIlv In their conduot .-
speeches. the dlfficultiea being r.ced today can be 
reduced .. . (Interruptions) Today, the whole world Is 
looking towards this House. The countrtel which have got 
Independence recently and haIM adopted democracy, 
come here to leam from our democracy. I do not know 
what we are going to teach them. If they follow the ttlingI 
which have taken place here today, then the lulu .. 01 
d8mocracy Is going to be dark. . • (Inf«nJptlon8) 

MR. SPEAKER : ThIs is not good. 

(Interruptions) 

SHAI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
once again congratulate you and assure you that you will 
be getting our fullest co-operation In protecting the rights 
of all the Members of the House. 

SHRI SHARAD PAWAA (Baramatl) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
I rise to felicitate you. This Is the hlgheet temple of the 
Parliamentary democracy and today responsibility 01 III 
leadership has fallen on your shoulders. All L ..... tIve 
Assemblies and legislative Councils 01 thia oountry a .. 
guided by this House and In this respect, you hi-. a 
greater responsibility. The Office of the Speaker Is the moet 
important office In the Indian Partlamentary democracy. 
The country respects this office. The whole world IookI 
towards India, being the largest democratic country 01 the 
world. Among the various Parliamentary Instltutlons 01 the 
world, be H Commonwealth Parliamentary Association or 
any other ParHamentary InstHutIon, the speaker of Lok 
Sabha of India has a distlngufshed place In thet. Now, the 
responsibility lies with you to uphold this Important 
position. I agree with the Leader of the House that this 
office has been held by many distinguished personaJm .. 
like Shri MavaJankar and Shri Iyengar, who made graat 
contribution towards buDding a s!long Parliamentary 
democracy for this country. Shri P.A. Sangma shouldered 
this responsibility tin now. I fHl proud In mentioning hie 
name. Today, thelituatlon Is quita different. In my opinion, 
the mandate given by the people 01 the country and 
consequent composition of the House, hal added to our 
responeiblllty. " Is our blggaal re8pOl'l8lbll1ty to rnaInIain the 
dignity of the House and guide other Plltlamentary 
Institutions. This House is not new to you as you hav. been 
a Member of the tenth LoIc 88bha. You 8larted you lOCIaJ 
calW8r from Pancheyati Raj and .., ahouldPed the 
reaponaillllly In ZIa Parlahad. TheteefIer, you became I 
Member of Paltiament and for the last' fIN years you hage 
been a member of the Legislative AIMmbIy 01 Andhra 
Pradeah. SubIequenlty, you served .. a Ulnlabtr d 
And!:'Ira·Pradesh Government. You belong to the bekwald 
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[Shri Sharad Pawar) 

cl88s of the society and 88 such, you are well aware of 
their condition. You are a legal expert and I am sure your 
experience of last many years in social life will guide you 
in conducting the business of this House. 

The post poll scenario has made it clear that a 
coalition Government has to be formed in the country. A 
situation has arisen where different parties have to work 
together and it is our duty to follow the consensus policy. 
I would have been happy if we could have started the 
process of taking unanimous decision. But I do not want 
to go in detail on this issue. I am confident that you will 
be successful in maintaining the dignity of the House and 
strengthening the democracy of the country. 

I, on behalf of my party and other colleagues assure 
you that we will give our full support in conducting the 
business of the House. You must ensure that the rights 
and privileges of the Members. be they in the Opposition 
or in the treasury benches. and also, whatever their 
number be are protected. We will give our full support in 
this regard. 

With these words. I felicitate you once again. 

(English) 

SHRI SOMNATH CHATIERJEE (Bolpur): Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, on behalf of my party and myself, I offer hearty 
felicitations to you on your election to one of the highest 
offices in our great Republic. It is significant, as the Leader 
of the House has mentioned, that today a da/it is adorning 
this high seat. We firmly believe that with your experience 
in different organisations including the Legislative Assem-
bly of Andhra Pradesh, you will be able to discharge your 
very onerous duties with distinction. On our behalf, we offer 
you full cooperation. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, from now on you do not belong to 
any party but you belong to this House. You are now the 
custodian of the rights and privileges of the House and 
the Members. This is the House which the country is 
looking to for solving many of the problems that are 
besetting it. the task which the people have given to us. 
Sir, t am sure that you will maintain the equidistance which 
W88 promised by our good ~rlend the Chief Minister of 
Andhra Pradesh. 

I cannot conclude by paying my respect to you without 
exprassing our deepest sense of appreciation of the 
manner in which your predecessor discharged his dutiel 
and functions. He showed exemplary conduct .. Speaker. 
I must pay my tributes to Shrl P .A. Sangma. I hope he is 
p"aent here I He should be known .. one of the ... t 
Speakers this House has ever had ... • (IIIIerrIIpIloM) I have 

some humble experience of this House and so I can say 
this with confidence. The way the Special Session was 
organised by Shri Sangma as the Speaker speaks 
volumes of his commitment to the basic fundamentals of 
our Republic and our Constitution. We cannot but express 
our commitment once more to the Resolution which was 
adopted unanimously at the end of that Session. As to how 
far that is being maintained, we will have to see in the 
days to come. 

We are happy that you are here. But I only wish, as 
the Leader of the Opposition has said, there was a 
consensus. But that was not to be. That Merit has been 
sacrificed at the altar of political expediency. Even then, 
Sir, you have our fullest support. We offer you our fullest 
cooperation. I wish you a brilliant tenure as the Speaker 
of this great institution. 

SHRI PURNO A. SANGMA (Tura) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
it is only in a democracy in the truest sense of the term 
that the leader of leaders could emerge from totally 
unexpected quarters. Your election to lead and guide 
this House is proof that we are a democracy in its every 
sense. 

My heartiest congratulations to you. I have always 
believed that if the future of our country is to be made safe 
for domestic peace, democracy and. peoples' welfare, we 
should hold out hope for our youth. You are young. Sir, 
and I hope that your election would send the right Signals 
to the youth of our country. 

The Chair to which you have been chosen by this 
House calls for enormous wisdom. 

The term 'Bala Yogi', literally translated, means the 
Young Sage. Sages are persons of great wisdom. For the 
aged, wisdom comes from experience. For the young. 
wisdom flows from their instinct, an alert mind and 
heart. I hope that you will be immensely guided by your 
youthful instincl and mindful and hearty wisdom. By your 
name, you are also 'Mohana Chandra', which literally 
translated again, means the 10vely moon'. Let the coolness 
of the moon temper your reflexes and environment in the 
House. 

You have found your elevation to the exalted Chatr 
of this popular Chamber virtually straight from the din and 
dust of graaarool politics. I am hopeful that your reflexes 
and decision would be impacted by the wisdom flowing 
from this graasroot experience 88 wen. 

ThIs House has had the delightful experience of being 
guided from the Chair .you have come to occupy during 
the later half of 1850e and ealiy 19608 by the 
enlightenment of a great son of Telugu wortd, Late MA 
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Iyengar, who represented the Tirupati constituency of 
erstwhile State of Madras. Let the spirit of the late Iyengar 
and the blessings of Lord V.nleateawara, the presiding 
deity of Tirupati, guide you in your management of this 
House. 

Let me also take this occasion to place on record my 
very deep appreciation of the immense and unreserved 
cooperation extended to me by all sections of the Eleventh 
Lok Sabha in my sincere efforts to maintain the dignity of 
the institution of the Speaker. I als(· extend my welcome 
and best wishes to all the M~'mllers of this House, 
oldtimers as well as Ireshers. 

[Translation] 

KUMAR I MAMATA BANERJEE (Calcutta South) : 
Speaker. Sir, I would like to congratulate you on behalf 
of Trinamul Congress. I would also like to congratulate Shri 
Sharad Pawarii. When Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee proposed 
'your name and started his speech, the atmosphere here 
at that lime was not appropriate and in consonance with 
the conventions of the House. After the election of Speaker, 
there is a decorum in the House, our convention is. . 
. (Interruptions) Let me make my point. 

[English1 

This is most unfortunate. First please listen to what I 
am saying. I am congratulating not only the Leader of the 
House but also the Leader of the Opposition of this House, 
Shri Somnath Chatterjee and Shri Sangma .. . (Interrup-
tions) 

Now that we are taking part in a debate, we must 
maintain decorum. After the election 01 the hon. Speaker, 
everybody must congratulate him. 5hri Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee, Shri Somnalh Chatterjee, and Shri 5angma 
congratulated him. Today we must all congratulate him. I 
have been seen from my own eyes when Dr. Balram 
Jakhar was elected as the Speaker of this House, 
everybody congratulated him. I have seen Shri Shivraj 
Patit being elected as the iitJeaker of this House. I have 
seen Shri 5angma being elected as the Speaker of 
this House. We must also convey our gretitude to all our 
former Speakelll. They wor1<ed a lot to uphold the 
democratic system in this country. We are grateful to all 
of them. At the same time, from the Govemment side, may 
I appeal to all of you to please not only listen to the 
leaders but also listen to us who are graaaroot-1eYeI 
workers? 

On behalf of my Party, Trinamul eongreaa, we auu,. 
you aU cooperation and foDow whatever guidIInce you will 
be' giving us. The need of the hour today Is that we mull 
have a stable Govemment. Then people do not want 

elections every year. The people do not want that their 
monev should be epent on holding eIectione. So, they WWIt 
to have a stable Govemment. Sir. the albhlbet 'A' 18 ~. 
lucky now. The Prime Minilter'1 name also atans f~ 'A.', 
and the hon. Speaker who belongl to Andhra Pra~. 
and the name of his State also starts from 'A'. We d 
congratulate him. 

[T rllnsJationJ 

I would like to mention one couplet :-

"Badal Jaye Agar Maall, Chaman Hota Nahin KhMII, 
Baharen Phir Bhi Aati Hai, Baharen Phlr Bhi Aanyegl". 

SHRI RAM VILAS PASWAN (Hajlpur) : Mr. SpNker, 
Sir, I would like to congratulate you on behalf 01 Janeta 
cal on being elected to the offioe of the Speaker of 1M 
Lok Sabha, and as the Leader of the Houee and Leader 
of OpposHlon alongwlth other leadera have said that thII 
House is the Supreme Institution of democrllCY and you 
have been elected the Speaker of thll HOUle. Now, thIa 
is not of much importance as to whether you have been 
elected unanimously or by majority but now you .ra the 
Speaker of the House and I hope thai you will I8feguant 
the dignity of the House. Today Shrl Sangma II preeent 
here not as a Speaker but as a member and Shrl Shlvraj 
Patil and Shri Balram Jakhar a,. aIIo present among us 
and we will receive guidance from all of them. I am very 
much thank full to Shri Sangma that he maintained the 
dignity and tradition of this House. Today, whether he II 
a Speaker or not but the whole country has appreciated 
him and I think that exemplary role played by him will lerve 
as a guiding force for all of us. It will a110 guide the Hou .. 
in its working. 

Mr. Speaker Sir, you have been our colleague in the 
tenth Lok Sabha and you know us from very cIoee 
Quarters. You are soft spoken, friendly and Simple and I 
think with this quality of YOUIll, you wm be able to maintain 
the dignity of the office of the Speaker. With the .. warda, 
I once again congratulate you. 

{English} 

MR. SPEAKER : I now can upon Shrl R. Muthlah to 
speak. 

[TranlllalJon/ 

MR. SPEAKER: The II~ II alraady with me. I will gIw 
chance. 

(IntefFll/1llOM) 
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(Eng/ish) 

THE MINISTER OF SURFACE TRANSPORT (SHRI R. 
MUTHIAH) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am extremely happy and 
proud In congratulating you for having been elected to the 
precious post of Speaker of Lok Sabha In this parliamen-
tary democracy. 

As I come from the South, with all gretefulness I 
really appreciate and thank the Members of this Lok 
Sabha for having elected one of our colleagues from 
our brethren State to the Post of the Speakership of this 
House. 

Sir, again it has been proved, by your election, that 
in this country and in our democracy, a dalit is capable 
of handling any task assigned to him. You had been a 
Member of this House earlier for a term from 1991 to 1996 
and had been a Member of the Andhra Pradesh 
Legislative Assembly for quite a number of terms. With all 
such experiences, I am sure that you are fully thorough 
with the parliamentary practice ar.d rules. You had also 
been a Minister and the Chairman of a Zila Parishad in 
Andhra Pradesh and so, you are quite familiar with the 
administrative system in the country. Hence, I hope and 
I am sure that you will succeed in this 'risk' too. Sir, why 
I am quoting the word 'risk' in this job is due to my vast 
experience in the Legislative Assembly of Tamil Nadu as 
the Speaker for a full term of five years. 

I hope and trust that you will succeed in this 
endeavour too as you were successful in all the 
assignments given to you in the past. 

With these words, I once again congratulate you on 
behalf of myself and on behalf of my party, AIADMK, 
headed by our leader, Puratchithalaivi Dr. Jayalalitha. 

{Translation} 

SHRI MULAYAM SINGH YADAV (Sambhal) : Mr. 
Speaker Sir, on behalf of my party I welcome and 
congratulate you on being elected to this highest post. I 
am sure that you would uphold the traditions of this august 
House. I have no complaint even If I have to send a slip 
to welcome you. On the very first day Itself conventions 
have started shattering. Similarly, if we occupy the back 
benches, you will fail to notice us. Now we are Sitting in 
the back benches, you will invite us to speak only when 
you wish to do so. Therefore, from the first day itself we 
should try to maintain the conventions and dignity of this 
House. We do not know your full Bio-data. It is true that 
we hav, been told about your experience. I believe that 
you would gain more experience while remaining In this 
post. We can only say this. 

17.00 h .... , 
We would certainly like to say that the grievances of 

the hon'ble Members sitting on the back benches should 
also be heard. You should set up Ideal democratic 
traditions while holding this highest office. Today those 
who are in power are openly making mockery of the 
democracy. The whole country Is witness to this. 
. (Interruptions). We can also create uproar. 

Mr. Speaker Sir. there are some people who want 
to win either way. They do whatever they want to 
do. For this august office we wanted that there should 
be a consensus candidate. I do not know how far It is 
true or false but what ever we have come to know through 
newspapers and it is a fact that promise was made for 
someone and later on they elected someone else. We 
were kept in the dark. We were thinking on some other 
lines and were concentrating on some other candidate 
whereas Hon'ble Prime Minister chose someone 
else. Even then I on behalf of our party. assure you of our 
full co-operation. . . (Interruptions) 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, We are sure that you will take us 
in confidence and will repose faith in us. Everything is not 
yet over. We want our country to make progress on the 
basis of certain prinCiples. On the one hand, country is 
facing problems like starvation and on t~e other hand, 
it is facing serious challenges. At such a crucial time, 
you have been elected to this highest post. We are 
sure that you will try to keep the whole House united in 
the same way in which we have united to deal with 
the challenges. It will be a great service to the country. 
~ervice can be rendered to democracy only when the 
country Is survived. We are happy that you have been 
fortunate to occupy highest offICe but we are pained on 
the procedure adopted, otherwise, we would have 
accepted you earlier .. . (Interruptions) We speak the truth. 
. . (Interrupt/ons) 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, you should always take care of 
member of the Opposition. If Opposition says that you are 
impartial only then you will be known as impartial person. 
I am confident that you will not allow the rights of 
Opposition to be breached. It is possible that tomorrow 
power may change hands but I would like to say that you 
should give an opportunity to the back benchera to raise 
the problems of the country and fruitful discussion should 
take place on those problems In view of the dangers 
lurking large over the country. 

You should give special opportunity to the people 
like us. We once again welcome and congratulate 
you and aaure you on bellalf of our party that we will 
give full co-operation In c:onducting the buai.... of the 
House. 
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SHRI LALU PRASAD (Madhepura) : Mr. Spe.ker. Sir, 
today I am very happy. The confusion has been prevalHng 
in country's politics tiD yesterday. Bhartiya Janta Party and 
their allies .. . (Interruptions) Mr. Spe.ker. Sir, II Is not a 
malter of joke; it is a serious question. Hon'ble Prime 
Minister. who is know for value based politics. h.d .greed 
on the name of Saogma Ji and his people congratulated 
Sangma Ji. . . (Interruptions) You please sit down. Do not 
provoke me. If I am provoked then .. . (Interruptions) Mr. 
Speaker Sir. I have heard that a secular leader of this 
country said that he would keep equal distance from the 
Congress as well as from the Btartiya Janta Party. It 
means neutral gear. But no vehicle can run in neutral gear. 
But suddenly the vehicle has now jumped from neutral 
gear 10 top gear. So. to blame Vajpayee Ji for this drama 
is not fair. Today. Ihe country's politics has become the 
politics of give and take. Mr. Speaker. Sir, we can 
understand the difficulties of Vajpayeeji In this political 
game. I was in favour of a division, because we are in 
favour of value based politics, Principle based politics. 
But division did not take place. You have been chosen 
as Speaker. I felicitate you and you will get full support 
of my party. This House is the Supreme Panchayat of the 
poor of India and you are holding this esteemed office of 
the Panchayal. No doubt. you will get the full support of 
my party in maintaining tho dignity of this esteemed 
pOSition. 

When the Hon'ble Prime Minister was addressing the 
House, we could not hear many things. You have the 
experience of the District Council. I don't want to go in that. 
This is not the District CouncU. This is the council where 
the views and questions of the poorest of the poor, 
helpless and the scheduled castes and scheduled tribes 
get manifestation. 

In this regard, we will render our full co·operatlon. 
How you seek our co-operation and how you use it, we 
will see it in future. Some Hon'ble Members were saying 
that a unanimity has been arrived at In this regard. What 
unanimity has been arrived at ? First of all, the Prime 
Minister will have to seek the vote of confidence but the 
whole system is out of order here, because no one has 
been allolted the division numbers so far. In such a 
situation. how the division will take place ? An excuse has 
been given that division numbers have not been allolted 
and the machine showing division numbers is out of order. 
. .(Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER : Laluji, please address the Chair. 

SHRI LALU PRASAD : I do not w.nt 10 take much of 
your time and only want to say that. . • (Inte~) I know 
you. I am senior to you in politics. I am active in politics 
since 19n. I quit on the question of clJ8I membership. 

VajpayeeJI knows It .. ,(lfJIfItrr.JpIIoM) 

MR. SPEAKER : Lalujl. pIeue addree8 the ChaIr. 

SHRI LALU PRASAD : SIr. you aN being felicitated. 
I congralUlale you on th. occuIon. You need not worry 
from this 1Ide. W. want that • learned person should aIIo 
be choeen .. Deputy Speaker 100I'I 80 thet your bun:ten 
Is lessened. All of UI will cooperate willi you. WIItI thea 
worda. I felicitate you. 

(EngNBh) 

t.IIFt. SPEAKER : Snrt \. Y.rrannaldu. 

(Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER : P..... be seated. I have called 
Shri Yerrannaidu. 

SHRI K. VERRANNAIDU (Shrlkakulam) : Hon. Speaker'. 
Sir, I feel it a great honour to welcome you to this 
coveted post. I am personally .n happy to see you In this 
esteemed position as • person known to me for the last 
twenty years, I feel proud 10 InfOlm the Howe that I have 
known Shri G.M.C. Balayogl as • cIaurnate and • good 
friend of min. from Andhra UnIversity ... I.w graduate. 
Shri Balayogi had shown his I •• dershlp quaIIIIea Md 
dynamism during his t.nure as • student of Law College 
of Andhra University. 

I am also proud to .hare with the House the 
information that Shri G.M.C. Balayogl hili. from a hilly 
village, bom in a poor family, and Is committed to the 
poorer section. As the Zlia P.ri8had Chairman of the Eat 
Godavari district. he has made • lot of contribution for 
infrastructure development and also for beae minimum 
services. In the 18st five years, h. has been .ppreclated 
by all peopl. from the East Godav.rt district with fond 
memories. He Is also being appreciated by on. and aU 
as 8 Minister of Higher Education of the Gov.rnment of 
Andhra Pradesh. His rich expertencn as a Cabinet 
Minister to the State Govemmenl .nd .Iso .. ChaIrman 
of Zila Pariahad would certainly help him In dllcharglng 
his duties as the Speak.r of Lok Sabha. 

I would like to share with the House that In a 
Parliamentary democracy the Speake". podlon .. very 
crucial. This post was h.1d by great legal and poiltlcai 
luminaries like Shrl Anantaaayanarn tyangar, Shrl 
M.valankar. Shrt Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy. Shrt ShIvraI 
Patil. Shrl P.A. Sangrna and other good peNOn8. , cal It 
as a very historic day becau ... for the tnt time •• perIOn 
from the ..... eectIona Is being elevated 10 tI'III honour. 
The Telugu Deaam Party which believes In .,., 
justice ..... honoured In pnIpOBiIlg StvI a.IayogI for .. 
coveted poat and delighted to ... him .. the SpeaIcer of 
Lak SIIbha. 
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IShri K. Yerrannaidu] 

I would like to congratulate and thank all the Members 
and all the political parties who have supported and 
elected Shri Balayogi as the Speaker of this House. In 
this regard, I would like to convey my deepest felicitations 
and congratulations to Shri Balayogi and offer him the 
unstinted cooperation from the Telugl( Desam Party In the 
proper conduct of the House. Now that election of the 
Speaker is over, I appeal to all the Members and the 
political parties, to cooperate with the Speaker in 
conducting the proceedings of the House in a dignified 
manner as envisaged in the Constitution. You are aware 
of the fact that running this House is not an easy task but 
I am sure that with able qualities that Shri Balayogi 
possesses, he would come out with flyir.g colours in 
running the House. 

I pray to the Almighty to provide him all the strength 
and guidance to run the House in a dignified and impartial 
manner, and to the satisfaction of the Members of this 
august House. 

THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND MINES (SHRI 
NAVEEN PATNAIK) : Hon. Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of 
Blju Janata Dal, I rise to felicitate you on your election to 
the office of hon. Speaker. If the destiny of the nation is 
vested in this august House, its destiny is vested in the 
hands of hon. Speaker. I am sure, Sir. in you this hon. 
House has found the most competent person to preside 
over it 

It is also a great honour to the nation that a dalit has 
risen to the high office of Speaker. You entered politics 
in 1982 but in a short span of five years, you rose to 
become District Panchayat Council head. You were 
elected to the Lok Sabha in 1991. Till recently you were 
the Minister in charge of Higher Education in Andhra 
Pradesh Government. Now you have entered the Lok 
Sabha for the second time and are elevated to the high 
office of hon. Speaker. 

On behalf of the Biju Janata Dal, I congratulate you 
once again and assure our full cooperation in the days 
to come. 

[Translation} 

SHRI DIGVIJAY SINGH (Banka) : Mr. Speaker. Sir, on 
behalf of my party. I felicitate you on your election to the 
office of Speaker in this crucial period for India. During this 
50th year of independence, I felicitate you, not only that 
you are an experienced person, but also on fulfillment of 
Gandhiji's dream that such high office of the country should 
be occupied by a person from down trodden cIu8. 

Thil House has been a witness to seversl thinga. The 

me!l1bers of the House have witnessed 50 years of 
independence of the people of India. This country feels 
proud on getting a Speaker of your stature on the occasion 
of 50th year of independence. I am happy that the entire 
House has felicitated you and with this felicitation, I with 
that this Parliament of India, which is a symbol of desires 
of one hundred ero" people of the country, may fulfil 
hopes. with your coo-operation, of those people for which 
12th Lok Sabha has been constituted. On behalf of my 
party, I assure you that full cooperation will be extended 
to you in performing your duties as Speaker. 

{English] 

MR. SPEAKER : Will any Member from the CPI party 
speak? 

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA (Midnapore) : Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, I am not keeping very good health. So, I will just speak 
a few words, mainly to offer to you on behalf of the CPI 
group our sincere congratulations on your elevation • .0 this 
august Chair and to assure you that you will receive our 
fullest cooperation in conducting this House according to 
the rules of procedure and the traditions of Parliament. I 
am personally, and my group also, is delighted that after 
50 years of Independence, we have today - I do not know 
whether wittingly or unwittingly - rectified an omission, 
which I think was a blot on the history of our country, 
namely, to elevate a member of your community, the Dalit 
community to this Chair. It should have been done long 
long ago, many years ago, but we failed to do it. 

The last time we elected the Speaker, Sir, this House 
chose a leader and representative of the tribal people of 
the North-East, Shri Purno A. Sangma. It was one 
deliberately in order to send out a signal to those people 
who are irlhabiting one of the most troubled regions of our 
country and I think that was a very wise step that we took 
and today by electing you, Sir. another message will go 
out to crores of Dalits and other deprived, exploited and 
down-trodden masses of our country that this House has 
not forgotten them and has given the highest honour in 
the Parliament to one of its representatives. 

Sir, you are a fortunate man, if you will allow me to 
say so. In almost an overnight, you have acquired fame, 
fame not only in this country, I should say, fame abroad 
also because the speakership of the Indian Parliament is 
not a very small matter and people who had never heard 
your narne - Sir, no offence meant to you - perhaps 24 
hours ago will now and every day recognise, salute and 
respect a member of the Dali! community who has become 
the Speaker of this House. That is a matter of great 
satisfaction and pride to all. of us. 

W. remember, Sir. that 50 years ago on the eve of 
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Independence. the Prime Minister of a country which had 
kept us enslaved for 250 years - I am referring to Sir 
Winston Churchill - speaking in the House of Commons 
in London had warned that. once the British left India. the 
country would fall to pieces. it could not survive as a single 
entity. these Indians would fight each other. there would 
be riots. there would be fighting and the country would be 
ruined. That was Winson Churchlll's dream perhaps and 
what he was wanting to foretell. Now. after 50 years 
everybody can see that India is one of the foremost 
republics in this world. We are proud to be citizens of this 
republic which is standing with Its head held high in the 
international comity of nations. 

I would just remind you that on the eve of this election 
through which we have just passed. millions of people of 
this country were having apprehension as to whether there 
would be a stable Government or were we in for another 
hung Parliament ? These questions were there every-
where. Hung Parliament, perhaps. is not properly 
understood. but anyway. will there be a stable Govern-
ment or will we again go in for an election within a year 
or two? This is a big challenge to all of us. because 
the credibility of this institution. the credibility of this 
Parliament itself is being questioned by the people 
throughout the country. 

Who is responsible for that ? We are responsible. The 
way we conduct ourselves. the way we behave. whether 
we are able to respond to the desires of the common man 
or not or whether we spend a lot of time here on matters 
which are really of no consequence. All these matters have 
to be seriously considered by all of us. When you are 
sitting there. Sir, I would request you to pay special 
attention to this question. The credibility of this House must 
be- restored in the eyes of the people. The credibility has 
gone down. Why has it gone down ? We all need to 
consider that in a self-critical way. I am sure that If we all 
seriously make an attempt. the House will be restored to 
its former pride and glory and you will have played very 
vital role in that. 

Sir. I do not want to add anything more. I assure you 
of our cooperation and wish you well. 

[Translation} 

THE MINISTER OF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS 
AND MINISTER OF FOOD (SARDAR SURJIT SINGH 
BARNALA) ; Mr. Speaker. Sir. I am e~1y happy on 
your election to the office of Speaker and I congratulate 
you for the same on behalf of Shlromani AkaIi Del in the 
Parliament. 

I am happy that you belong to Dard community and 

for the first time. you have got an oppottunlly to render 
service as Speaker In Parliament. I also feel Immenae 
pleasure that you are from a regional party. Importance 
of regional parties has been Increasing for some time 
now. Earlier no attention was paid towards regional 
parties, but slowly and aIowIy, l"1IOfI8nce of regional 
parties has risen. You are from an Important regional party 
and have been elected Speaker for the first time. I. 
therefore. congratulate you. 

I assure you that our party will extend all kind of c0-
operation to you In Parliament and maintain the decorum 
in Parliament. I congratulate you once again. 

{English] 

SHRI MURASOLI MARAN (Madra Central) : Mr. 
Speaker. Sir, on behalf of the D.M.K. Party and on my own 
behalf. I offer my hearty congratuiatlona on your election 
as the Speaker of this Hou ... 

Sir. before continuing to offer my encomiuma to you 
I would like to share the views of Sornnath Babu and 
Paswanji regarding the aervlces rendered by your 
predecessor Thlru Sangma. He was 10 famous for his 
fairness and independence; above all we appreciate hIa 
courage. He roared like a lion whenever IOI'IlIDody 
committed any mIalake, In righteous anger. Therefore, I 
would pay my tribute to Thlru Sangma and call him the 
'Uon of North Eastem Indle·. 

Sir. in a lighter vein, If I say sometfIlng you should 
pardon me .. . (Interruptions) 

SHRI T.R. BAALU (Madras South) : Mr. Speaker, Sir. 
my leader has not said anything unpartlementary. 
. (Interruptions) 

SHRI RAM VILAS PASWAN : Whet Is wrong in Ie ? 

MR. SPEAKER : Please continue. 

(InlfltrJlf'lloM) 

SHRI AJIT JOGI : Sir. he has every right to say what 
he Is saying. . . (InlfllTllplions) 

MR. SPEAKER : Pie ... continue. 

SHRI MURASOLI MARAN ; Sir, I am continuing. Sir. 
If I ay something In a lighter vein you ahould pardon me. 
y .... rday. three mlnutee before the deadline of filing 
nominations that is by 11.57 •• m., you filed yow 
nominaIion papera. One newspaper titled It like this : 

"It was three mInutea to stan:Iom for BaJa Yofi.." 

SIr, If eomebody attains a poaItion, people used to say, 
'thank the etara'. Regarding youreelvea. we should say. 
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'thank the Indian Airlines'. Otherwise somebody else would 
have been there .. . (Interruptlons) 

I share the views of hon. Thlru Bamala. As he has 
put It, you belong to a regional party and most Importantly 
you belong to the oppressed section of the society. 
Therefore, we are doubly happy. 

Sir, there is a feeling that to conduct the House one 
requires to have extraordinary genius. But I do not think 
so. In the House of Commons they used to say that to run 
the House you need what they call, 'House of Commons' 
Tact". I would say to run this House you would require the 
'Lok Sabha Tact'. You may like to ask how one could get 
it. When I entered this House in 1967 as a Member of the 
Lok Sabha, at that time hon. Thiru Neelam Sanjiva Reddy, 
the great son of Andhra Pradesh and the great son of India 
was adorning the Chair of the han. Speaker. At that time 
the giants like Thiru Nath Pai, Thiru Madhu Limaye, Thiru 
A.K. Gopalan, Thiru Dange, Prof. N.G. Ranga, Thiru P. 
Ramamurthy, Thiru M.R. Masani, Thiru N.C. Chatte~ee, the 
father of Thiru Somnath Chatte~ee and a number of giants 
were there. They used to raise so many questions, so 
many pOints of order and so many other Interruptions. Thlru 
Neelam Sanjiva Reddy Sitting there as the Speaker never 
used to touch the rule book. He used to run the House 
by tact and a sense of humour. Therefore, I would request 
you that if there is any problem you should follow the 
footsteps of that great son of Andhra Pradesh, Thiru 
Neelam Sanjiva Reddy. 

Sir, the need to do business in this House Is the 
paramount need of the hour. The danger of legislative 
paralysis is looming large because people has given a 
fractured mandate. It is a fractured verdict. They could have 
given 20 more there or 20 more here. But it did not happen. 
So, the members are equally poised. Therefore, the 
"political engineering", if I may use this word of 
euphemism, has to be adopted more often. I used to say 
·political engineering". This is what has happened today. 
In other words, the number game has to be played very 
correctly every day, every time and in every voting In this 
House. It is because Indian politics is bogged down in a 
morass of internal contradictions and conflicting political 
interests and seem to be drifting apart. 

So, consensus becomes the key word, and that Is what 
the hon. Prime Minister also stated in his telellislon epeec:h. 
But what is consensus? Consensus cannot be of the type 
which we have seen over the Speaker's election. We want 
a real and genuine consensus. I think, wa can get it from 
the Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 

Sir, 'the Speaker has to play a critical role in a 

padiamentary democracy. He has to play the role of a 
school teacher, interpreter and the role of a person who 
cajoles with a carrot and controls and disciplines with a 
slick without exhibiting It. Most Importantly, the Tenth 
Schedule of the Constitution has given a new dimension 
to the Office of the Speaker. The Speaker of the Lok Sabha 
is more powerful than the Speaker of the House of 
Commons. So, you have to play the role of a judge also-
an Impartial judge. In some States, this power has been 
misused. The Speaker's post Is the third highest 
constitutional office in our land, and we should not diminish 
the stature of the Office of the Speaker. 

Sir, as the former Speaker has stated, 'Bala' means 
"a child or a young person" and "Yogi" means "a sage". 
So, your name suggests that you are a young yogi. Now, 
this "Balayogi" should become a ·Karmayogi". As the word 
"Karma" means "duty', you should do your duty in an 
impartial manner so that you get the appreciation from one 
and all and you become another Sangmajl and are, able 
to conduct the House in a proper manner. As he very 
rightly said, we shoulc;l not paralyse the House. There 
should not be a legislative paralysis just because everyone 
of us is an expert in paralysing the proceedings of the 
House. That is why, consensus is necessary and, I think, 
it will be offered and taken. 

Sir, with this belief, on behalf of the DMK Party, I offer 
you our congratulations, felicitations and our promise of 
fullest cooperation. 

SHRI SHIVRAJ V. PATIL (Latur) : Sir, the Leader of 
the Congress Party has already spoken. I am standing 
here to speak as a former Speaker of this House. I know 
the ecstasy and the agony of the person who occupies 
that exalted position in this House. I would say that you 
may have more agony and less of ecstasy. I know that 
the situation in the Houae Is such that unless every 
Member of this House and every leader of different 
political parties cooperate with the Chair, the task of 
the Chair Is going to be quite difficult and onerous. I am 
sure that the experienced leaders who have occupied 
the positions of high office on that side and this side -
the Prime Minister, the Leader of the Opposition and 
the leaders of different parties - have always cooperated 
with the Chair, and I have no doubt that the present 
Prime Minister, the present Leader of the Opposition 
and other leaders of different parties will cooperate 
with you. 

Once I was asked: "What are the qualities that a 
Presiding Officer needs? I had said that °it Is good If the 
Presiding Offtcer understands the law, but It Is not 8f1OUItI 
and that he should understand the political situation also 
because the decisions which have to be taken from 
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that Chair are not only legal decisiona - they are certainly 
legal decisions - but they have a political element also.· 
So, it is not enough if the hon. Speaker or the Deputy-
Speaker or the Chairperson understands the law and the 
political situation. What would be needed is the under· 
standing of the psychology, that is, why a Member is 
standing uP. why a Member is asking a question and 
why a Member is feeling agitated. If the Presiding OffIcer 
has full sympathy for the Member. I am sure thaI he would 
get full cooperation from the Member also. You are a 
person. I am sure, who has a lot of sympathy for 
those who need the support and help. I am sure, from that 
Chair, you will be giving that kind of sympathy to all the 
Members. 

Over and above all, the final point which I want to 
make and which is very important according to me is that 
the last quality that is required is the quality to control 
oneself. You are a yogi and a yogi has the quality to control 
oneself. If the Presiding Officer controls himself, then the 
House is controlled. 

If the Presiding Officer feels ruffled, disturbed and 
confused, I am sure that is reflected in the House also. 
I have no doubt that in your name and in your personality, 
that quality of Yogi is there and that will help you. May 
God help you. 

{Trans/ation] 

SHRI MAOHUKAR SIRPOTOAR (Mumbai North· 
West): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am happy to note that one of 
the representatives of the backward society has become 
the Speaker, head of the House, this time. 

Mr. Speaker, I also feel proud that 50th anniversary 
of independence is being celebrated and on this occasion, 
a Oali! has been elected to this Supreme office to maintain 
the dignity of the House. I find in this House that three 
of the former Speakers before you, who maintained the 
dignity of the House, are present here. They are Jakhalji. 
Shiv Raj Palilji and P.A. Sangmaji. 

Not only this. four former Prime Ministers are also 
Sitting here, who have been re-elected in this House 
and they will be sitting daily before you. Several problema 
will be coming up in this large House of which you 
have just seen a -glimpse. When Mr. Prime Minister stood 
up to speak, then you also saw what happened here at 
that time. I have only this to say that if a Oalit has been 
elected to this supreme OffICe, why such rtacIion was 
made here in this House at that time ? I saw again and 
again and also heard several voices. of 'Ihame Iheme,. 
Who were those Members? I do not know. This II not 
proper. 

I do not expect that the rnembeIa who hav. come to 
this House, . . (Interruptions) I tell YOU. the great grand son 
of Dr. BIIba Saheb AmbecIcar, who hal been carRmtd 
Bherat Ratna. IIIIIIIng In IhII Houle for the Iht time. When 
the work of enhancing the cIgnIty end pMItIge of DalIla 
is going on In IhIa ccumy, then everybody IhouId c0-
operate In such kind of act. I ..... only then this work C*1 
be done eully. 

I am very happy to know that you have worked In the 
area of sports activities, you are aware of the prableml 
of the farmers and labourers also. TheM are the ..... 
categories for whom nobody Is bothe* In the country. 
You do know about the condition of sports In this country. 
Definitely you will take some Interest In this field. I think 
that whatever decision you take here. wli be taken v.ry 
sportlngly. You know the problema of ,.,.,..,. ..... 
because you have led them. You know the concltlon of 
labourers in this country because you have been a trIIde 
union leader. 

Not only that, you have also worked a. Education 
Minister In Anethra Pradesh which Is your home state. If 
all these things are seen collectively, we find that you 
are a very knowledgeable person. The whole country, and 
especially the new members of this House, should benefit 
from your knowledge with your UlUming this high office. 
I have seen for the last '·112·2 years that veteran 
Parliamentarians are given more Importance here. but the 
new member do not get sufficient opportunity to apeak. I 
will request that if they too ahould be given an opportunity 
to say a few word.. What happens If It Is not done ? I 
have found that about 200 members of tha last Lok 
Sabha have not been re-elected to this House. The reason 
is that they were not given opportunity to apeak In this 
House. Today the proceedings of the House are watched 
by the whole country·poor, labourers and farmers. an of 
them watch the proceedings with their family members. 
They desire that their MPs whom they have elected. Ihould 
raise their voice about their problema in this House. If they 
do not get the opportunity to apeak, that also affects the 
people of their constituency. I hope that you will be careful 
about this. 

I am very happy about the reaponaIbIIities which 
you are going to bear. This Is a matter of great pleasure 
for us. Our party aa well as our Members of Parliament 
will give you fuR cooperetlon. Not only that, I am also sure 
that whatever has happened eartler. which could be 
avoided to maintain the dignity of the House, will not be 
repeated. We will also have to be careful about this so 
that we do not have to go again in next one and a half 
year to our constituenclee for the eIectIona. Some of the 
e8ltler Members have been defeated, but thoee who have 
been re etscled, should not face this problem again. this 
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ruponalbility is to be bome by the entire House, by you 
and also by the presiding officers who preside the House. 
I h~ that the people· of our country do not expect 
elections after 1 1/2 or 2 years; this should not happen. 
I hope that the decisions taken by you to maintain the 
dignity of the House will be received well by all. There 
might be some minor issues, but we hope that you will 
perform your duties in a balanced manner and maintain 
your affection towards backward communities. I hope that 
you will surely take this opportunity to take the country on 
the path of progress. I convey may best wishes on behalf 
of all my colleagues. 

[English} 

SHRI SANAT KUMAR MANDAL (Joynagar) : Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, on behalf of the RSP, I take this opportunity 
of congratulating you on your election as the Speaker 
of the Twelfth Lok Sabha. I assure you of all the 
necessary cooperation regarding the conduct of 
business of the House. I request you to do justice to the 
small-party Members in the highest forum of democracy 
of the country. 

I also appeal to you to act impartially and judiciously 
in the extraordinary political scenario that is presently 
prevailing in the House in order to hold the high 
democratic values and the essence of the Constitution. 

SHAI P.C. THOMAS (Muvattupuzha) : Sir, on behalf 
of the Kerala Congress Party, I would like to extend our 
cooperation to you in the conduct of this House. I am sure, 
you, with your general behaviour, with your common sense 
and awareness, will be able to do well in presiding over 
this august assembly. 

We all know that it is not that easy to be a presiding 
officer of the House of this nature. Though we all say that 
this House has got its own prestige yet the Members have 
to' rise up to the level. We know that on each occasion 
which this House had faced, there had been too much of 
trouble, there had been too much of disturbance and there 
had been problems which the presiding officer had to face 
during the conduct of the House. 

I would like to say that we have found one quality in 
many of the presiding officers that we have seen. After I 
had come to this House, I have seen the presiding officers 
behaving with a lot of common sense. They had their own 
way in dealing with the problems. But they were an doing 
II in a manner which was acceptable to all the sections 
of the House. , 

, would like to say that· there are small HCIIona .. 

well .s large sections of this House. This trend Is going 
to continue 'as far a8 this House Is concerned. As a 
Member of the Telegu Desam Party, I feel that you win 
be able to understand the feelings of the smaller segmenta 
as wen as the 'reglonal factions who would like to bring 
forth their feelings, the feelings of the region before this 
House. I think that you win be a success In the conduct 
of the House. 

As many of the hon. Members have already said, I 
would also like to congratulate the former Speaker Shri 
P.A. 8angma as also other former Speakers like Shri 
Balram Jhakar and 5hri Shivraj Patil who had all been a 
success in this House by getting the cooperation of each 
and every section of the House. But to be neutral is rather 
going to be a very difficult thing. The term 'neutral' has also 
assumed a new meaning in the recent days. I would say 
that it may be better not to be neutral but it may be better 
to be impartial. So, I do not urge upon you to be neutral 
but I would really urge upon you to be impartial and fair 
to all sections of the House. 

I come from a small State. I am sorry to say that there 
may not be anybody from our State in the Treasury 
Benches. I think, our grievances must be more heard in 
this House and we would come to your aid to bring forth 
the serious problems being faced by the farm~rs of Kerala, 
especially the farmers of the rubber plantations and the 
peasants of Kerala. There are very many sections of 
people who are facing lot of problems. So we would like 
to have more of your time and more of your consideration 
for the small State of Kerala. 

·1 once again congratulate you on this occasion and 
offer you all cooperation from my Party. Thank you. 

[Trans/ation] 

KUMAR I MAVAWATI (Akbarpur) : Hon. Speaker, Sir, 
on behalf of my party, I congratulate you for occupying the 
high office of this House, as you are an educated person 
belonging to my community. 

I also want to clarify that after your election, when the 
Prime Minister, while felicitating you, was speaking about 
Dallts and about the dignity of this office, I interfered In 
his speech as I wanted to ask about the dignity of this office 
keeping In view the position of Uttar Pradesh. But I am 
sorry to say that when I stood up, I was not given an 
opportunity to speak. The Hon. Prime Minister remained 
on his legs. It has been the convention of this House that 
during han. Prime MInister's speech when any member 
wants any clarlficetion, hon. Prime Minister takes hIa 
seat and n Is also the reeponaibltty of the Hon. Speaker 
that the views of members a... heard. . . (Interruptions) I 
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have not come here for the first time as a Member of 
Parliament. I have been a Member of Partlamenl for both 
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. I have been the ChIef 
Minister of the largest state, namely, Utlar PradMh twice 
and I was also the Leader of the House the... . . 
(Interruptions) I know as to what sort of reeponslHllties 
are to be fulfilled by the leader of this House. I am aware 
of this fact. Han. Speaker, we staged a waJkout not 
because you were occupying this highest office but 
because. the Han. Prime Minister was speaking about 
the dignity of the high office of the Speaker, and when I 
wanted to speak on this matler and about the double 
standards adopted by the Bharatiya Janata Party over the 
office of the Speaker, I was not given any answer, That 
is why Bahujan Samaj Party staged a walkout.. . . 
(Interruptions) • 

[English) 

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOP-
MENT AND MINISTER OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
(DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, she 
cannot discuss the c(,mduct of the Speaker of the U.P. 
Legislative Assembly in this House and such remarks 
should not go on record. . . (Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER : Yes. those remarks will not go on 
record. 

[Translation) 

KUMARI MAYAWATI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, through 
you, I wol/ld like to submit to the House thaI the Hon. 
Prime Minister has stated that he is the well wisher of 
Dalits. This is not lrue ... (Interruptions) Excesses are being 
commHted on the Harijans and the Dalits in Uttar Prad4lfsh. 
My submission is thaI if he is of the opinion . thaI by get 
elected a person from the Dalit community on the 
highest office his party would be able to win the lIOtes of 
the entire Dalit community, then he is mistaken. They 
wquldn'l win their sympathy anywhere in the country, 
including Uttar Pradesh. . . (Interruptions) They have be8n 
responsible for the defection in the party of DalIla In U.P .. 
.. (Interruptions) The country would not forgive them ... 
(Interruptions) 

(English) 

MR. SPEAKER: Madam, you please speak about the 
felicitation to the speaker .. 

(1I)terruptions)" 

MR. SPEAKER : This will not go on record. 

"Not Recorded. 

{Translation} 

KUMARI MAYAWATI : Sir, When the Hon'ble 
Prime Minister stood up and apoke Maul the Odta, we 
staged a walle out. Hawver, we do w.Icome you. 
(InterrrJpIit1M) 

'8.00 hl'8. 

[English} 

MR. SPEAKER : I am caIIng Shrimall KaIlMho DevI 
and not Kumar! Mayawatl. 

(InterruptioM) 

MR. SPEAKER : Please be seated. ThIs will not go 
into the record. Please be seated. I have given the chance 
to Shrimatl Kanasho Devl and not to you. 

(Interru(JI/t)M) • 

(Translation) 

SHRIMATI KAILASHO DEVI (KUI'UImhetra) : Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, India Is the largest democratic country 01 the 
world and the office of the Speaker of Lok Sabha In indian 
democracy. is very Important. I extend my ~ 
congratulationa and \Velcome you on utumIng IUCh a 
prestigious office Of this g .. at country. Our Haryana Lok 
Dal Ras~triya Party hu given support to you 'or thla office. 
One of the reasons 'or extending this aupport by our Party 
to you has been that you belong to the DaIH aectIon. Some 0' the Hon. Members pointed out that Sangma ~ conducied 
the proceedings of the House succeufully. There • no 
doubt about that. However, I have COfY1)Iete confidence 
and firm 'alth' that keeping the dignity of the Houae In mind, 
you would not .ag behind in protecting the democfllCy In 
India at all costs. Democracy can never be demoIIIhed In 
India. You would prove that the democracy In india h. 
a bright future. You have been the ChaIrman of the Dlatrlcl 
Council of Panchayatl Raj. You are well awa .. that 80 
percent of the total population of India lives In .... 
Bapu ~ dreamt 0' ·Grarri Swa,aj·. That • why he 98"" 
importance to Panchayatl Raj and wanted " to be 
Implemented. But today there are Mveral stat.. In India 
where Panchayetl Raj inItiIutIorw have not been gIvM 8If'J 
financIaL and admInIItrat.lve powers. Therefore, you are 
kIncIy requealed to lake this matter Into consIderalion on 
priority basil • soon • you assume your office and wodl 
wiIi'I fuU dewItion to provide financial and admInIIti'atIve 
powers to the Panchayatl Raj InatiIuIIona • per the 
proviIIons; othatwiIe the IOUI 01 MahaIama GancIIi would 
not rest In peace. You have usuniec:t IhII oIficIa after the 
50th annIvelJ8ry of indepelldence. But the motive for 

"Not AecordId. 
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which we got independence, the motive for which many 
freedom fighters were hanged, has stiU not been fulfilled. 
Even today, severe economic, social and political slavery 
prevails in India. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I strongly appeal to you to provide 
justice to the 8Q percent poor population and work with 
devotion In order to keep the dignity of your office high, 
We should not confuse ourselves to our luxurious life style 
and forget the poor which constitute 80 percent of the total 
population, the people who have elected us as their 
representatives in this House with a confidence that we 
would do justice to them and protect their interests. With 
these words, I again extend my heartiest congratulations 
to you on assuming this office. 

[Eng/ish] 

SHRI R.S. GAVAI (Amravati) : Sir, on behalf of 
the Republican Party of India, I am here to extend my 
sincere congratulations on your elevation to this highest 
post. 

Sir, India is the largest democracy in the world In the 
lNe sense. The various articles published regarding the 
future of democracy in India express the hope that we 
are shaping in the proper way. A day was there when 
the chief architect of the Constitution of India, Dr. 
Babasaheb Ambedker had offered 'one man, one vote and 
one value'. Many critics in lridia and outside Including Mr. 
Churchill said : °Sorry, the formula adopted· by Dr. B.A. 
Ambedkar, 'one man, one vote and one value' - Will it 
be successful as the essence of democracy or not 70 .. 

The reply given by Dr. B.A. Ambedkar to Mr. Churchill was, 
'I am hopeful that democracy will develop in India. It 
will take ten years, twenty years or fifty years.' The 
forefather of the Constitution of India reposed faith in the 
praja, i.e: in the citizens of this country. UHimately, through 
ups and downs we have proved that ours is the largest 
democracy. 

You are a symbol of the largest democracy. A political 
thinker, regarding Parliament, has made an obeervation . 
He says, What is Parliament 7 Parliament is nothing but 
a holy telnJ)le of democracy.' What Ie in Parliament 7 It 
is praja satta.' The people of this country !A the gods 
and goddesses. Whet does he lay about UI and about 
you 7 We are supposed to be the devotees, the 
representatives of the people to laM the cause or the 
pUblic at large. 

, Vou are the custodian of the whole House, not )ust 
tile party and the Members who haw· propoeed and 
seconded you. Kumari Mayawatl, my sister has been 

misunderstood. She means to say that merely according 
a high position to a person belonging to the Scheduled 
caste will not serve the purpose. That is only an 
omamental hypocrisy on the part of either the Ruling Party 
or the Opposition. The problem is that we are according 
pOSition but dithering from the genuine problems of the 
weaker sections of the society, the Scheduled CUtes 
and the Scheduled Tribes. Unfortunately, there is no 
social agenda on national programme after the tenure of 
Shri V.P. Singh. 

Why do I respect you ? It is not just because 
you belong to a Scheduled Caste. But as the Leader of 
the Opposition Shri Sharad Pawar has correctly men-
tioned that you have a vast experience of dedicated 
service in the Zila Parishad and Panchayat Samilis. You 
have served as a Minister thus not because of the fact that 
you belong to a Scheduled Caste but because you 
deserved it. 

Do we mean to say that the elevation of His 
Excellency, Shri K.A. Narayanan - Was he elected as the 
President of India in the fiftieth anniversary of our 
Independence - was because he belonged to a 
Scheduled Caste 7 No. It because he deserves it. He has 
proved his ability. So, do not be under the wrong 
impression that this post has been .accorded to you only 
because you belong to a Scheduled Caste, but II is 
because of the inherent talent in you. You have to develop 
on it and pr~ve that we are equally competent. 

The one essence of political democracy is 'decision 
out of discussion.' 

This is the essence of democracy. There is noIh-
Ing wrong If you could allow Kumari Mayawatl to 
spea~. Instead of asking her, to sit down, This IBlhe 
eaaence of democracy. So, there should be no bar on 
discus,lon. 

MR. SPEAKER : Please conclude . 

SHRI R.S. GAVAI : Sir, what for we a,. twe ? We 
. have rules and procedures. Various procedure like CeIlIng 
Attention, Question Hour and Adjoumment MotIon ... the 
modus operandi for discussing In the House to deal 
with the problema of the people of India. You are Ihe 
custodian of not only of the House but also to give ~ 
to the problems relating to the Scheduled CJltes. 
Scheduled Tribes, OBCs and minorities. You have _ to 
see that secularlam and national integration are strlngth-
ened. You have now become a eymbof of democraCy. On 
behalf of rrri party, ttlt Republican Party of India, I once 
again congratulate you and aaaure you for our full 
cooperation. 
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[Translation] 

SHRI G.M. BANATWALLA (Ponnani) : Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, this august House 6f the people has elected you 
to the office of Speaker. On behalf of my party, the 
Muslim League and on my own behaH, I extend 
congratulations to you. This House has had a proud 
tradition, and this is no secret, that the Speaker. . 
.(Interruptions) hon. Speaker is the custodian of democracy 
and the protector of Parliament,ry prectices, decorum and 
dignity. We hope that you willllphol:l these partiamentary 
practices and maintain the dignity, decorum and the 
high traditions of this House and, thus, eam a name for 
yourself too. 

Mr. Speaker. Sir. we mayor may not like the advent 
of this Government but this House should be conducted 
with full dignity and decorum so that Indian democracy 
occupies a pivotal position in the democratic world. I 
assure you of my party's fullest co-operation so that India, 
which is the largest democracy of the world is able to bring 
pride and glory to be avowed democratic values and thIs 
House is conducted with full dignity, decorum and as per 
the established rich traditions. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, a cursory glance at the composition 
of this House will reveal that it is a very delicately balanced 
House. Such a composition burdens you wIth additional 
responsibilities. I think that keeping in view the composition 
of different Houses since the time of Shri Mavalankar, the 
composition of 12th Lok Sabha presents a very delicately 
balanced House and demands from you the dexterity of 
what is called the balancing act, making your task quite 
difficult. We wish you to successfully pass this ordeal and 
we extend our futt co-operation in your endeavour. 

I would like to elaborate one more point. At a time, 
when warm felicitations are being extended to you. 
. (Interruptions) 

{English] 

MR. SPEAKER : No, ;'In. We must have completed it 
by six O'clock. It is already 6.15 P.M. now. So please 
conclude. 

[Translation] 

SHRI G.M. BANATWALLA : I witt conclude by .. yIng 
that you should keep in mind that the hon. Members of 
smaller parties are also present here, who hold the flag 
of our democracy high. Image of our democnIcy will be 
tarnished if these smaller partieS are suppre .. ed. I am aure 
thai the image and the dignity of this HoUle wII not suffer 
a set-back under your IeadIIrship and fuU justice will be 
done to theae smaller partieS. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, this Ia the 12th Lok s.bha. Shrl 
Sangma was our Speaker In 11 th Lok Sabha. My epeech 
will remain inconclusive If I mila to make a mention of his 
laudable performance. We are v.ry grateful to hin for 
upholding the dignity of democracy end conducllng the 
Houle very. efficiently, sagacloully, wJth fuo integrity, In an 
extremely sensitive and turtluJent lltuatlon, For thIa we hold 
him in high esteem and take thIa opportunity to 
congratulate him. We shall also remember the day .• 
.(Interruptions) 

I congratulate you and ... ure you of my own and my 
party'. full co-operatlon In conducting this HOUle with 
dignity and decorum. 

(English) 

SHRI VAlKO (Sivakasl) : Hon. Speaker, Sir, It gIvea 
me immense pleasure to extend _Itint congratulatlone . 
and felicitations to you on behalf of the Marumalaldll DMI< 
and on behalf of myseH for having been elected to the high 
office. 

Sir, half a century has passed away since the dawn 
of Independence. Today is a red leiter day In your public 
life. You have been elected as the CU8lodIan of the auguat 
House, Speaker of the HOUH of the People of the lara-t 
democracy of the world which would eend a meeeage 
of hope and confidence to cro.... and croree of people 
who have been oppressed for many a century, that 
would be a fitting tribute to the memory 10 the Father of 
the Nation. 

Sir, I am sure and confident that with your ex-
perience as a Parliamentarian In the Tenth Loll Sabha, 
with your rich experience as the Chairman of the ZJIa 
Parishad of It1e State of Anethra Pradesh and with your 
experience as a MinIster In your State, you would rIM 
to any occasion 10 taelde any turbulent stluatlon In the 
House . 

Shrl Verranneldu, when he wu referring 10 your 
career, made a mention that you were a ltudenI ludltr 
of the Law College. So you would taclda any turbulent 
situation as the one which we wltneeaed lOme mlnutee 
ago. 

Some people say that the people have given a 
fractured mandate. It Ia not 10 III all. The people .. ve given 
a definite mandate for the 8.lP and Ita anled parties to form 
the Government. The people have given the mandate to 
Shri Alai BIhari VaJpayee to lead the counIIy. 

I wIIh you 10 protect the dignity, the deconMn and the 
rich tradltionl of the HOUle and -.0 fie rightI 01 the 
MemWrs for a 'full term of fIVe years having ShrI VIIjpayee, 
the Leader of this HOUle, as the Prtrr. MlniItw of IhII 
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[Shri Vaiko) 

country. From our side, we would extend all our 
cooperation to you to conduct the House. 

I appeal to our friends from that side to extend· the 
same cooperation. I fully share with the views expressed 
by hon. Shri Indrajit Gupta that a hundred crore people 
are watching what Is happening In the Lok Sabha today. 
The whole world is watching us. So, we have to have self-
Introspection. 

With these words, I congratulate you once again. I 
wish you success in your endeavour. 

SHRI AMAR ROY PRADHAN (Cooch Bihar) : Mr. 
Speaker, Sir on behalf of. my party and on my own behalf, 
I would like to congrat/..alate you on this occasion that you 
have been eleva~ as the Speaker. When I am 
congratulating you, I cannot forget the Speaker of the 
Eleventh Lok Sabha who performed very well in the 
House. 

It is not correct to say that you are an unanimous 
candidate or a consensus candidate. It is a question of 
,the Speaker's election. When the election is there, 
naturally, you are from one side and we have another 
candidate from our side. We opposed you. But after all this, 
you are the custodian of this House. You are no more with 
a partisan spirit. You are now the impartial custodian of 
this House. 

In this connection, I would like to request you to 
look to your right, to your left and to your front. You also 
ple~e look to the back Benches and also look to the 
small groups like that of ours. Now, the party In power wiU 
have to keep in mind that their number in 1984 was only 
'two'. It is a democracy. From this side only, they have 
now gone to that side. So, in a democracy, I think, 
Mr. Speaker, you have to perform that job. I hope, you 
will be able to keep the dignity of this House. I wish you 
good health. 

SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM (Sivaganga) : Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, on behalf of my party, the TMC, I rise to offer you my 
felicitations and congratulations. All Members of this House 
will immediately recognise that you have occupied this 
Chair to a rether unusual reception. 

The recaption has been unusual because you were, 
in many ways, an unusual candidate IlIAd the election was 
an unusual election. When your' ca,*dacy was an-
nounced you did not ask us for our support, yet we are 
happy to congratulate you. 

Sir, all of us are limited by tima and circumstances. 
~very Member of this Lok Sabha and indeed you, are 

elected for a period not exceeding five years. It is not what 
we say today that will enter the pages of h;story but It is 
what we will say when each one of us lays down office 
that will enter history. 

Sir, I am tempted to quote a Tamil couplet: 

"Thakkar Thahavilar Enbadhu 
Avaravar Etchathal Kanappadum" 

The great and the not so great will be determined by 
what they leave behind them. You have heard tributes paid 
to your predecossors. I sincerely hope that you will 
safeguard the rights of the Members of this House, you 
will uphold the great traditions of this House and that you 
will win not only our cooperation but also our esteem and 
gratitude. 

Sir, on behalf of my party I wish you success, I wish 
you best of health and I wish you all that is necessary to 
conduct this House. My party offers your sincere 
congratulations. 

PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ (Baramulla) : Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, on behalf of my party, the Jammu & Kashmir National 
Conference, I join the hon. Prime Minister, the hon. Leader 
of the Opposition and many other Members who felicitated 
you when you occupied this august office. 

In my scheme of things it wollld have been better if 
you had occupied that high office through a consensus. 
In fact, to the best of my knowledge, a consensus was 
growing the night before last but yesterday morning that 
was shattered. Now that you have occupied that high 
office, I can only join the hon. Members in offering you 
not only congratulations but aiso my party's whole-hearted 
cooperation in the days to come. 

I do not agree with people who offer advice to 
personalities who occupy that high august Chair. I have 
seen and it is my experience that every person who 
sits there has his own style. I saw Dr. Balram Jakhar, 
Shri Shivraj Patil and Shri Sangma in that Chair. All 
of them had their own styles. So, no word of advice is 
required for the hon. Speaker as to how to conduct the 
House. 

Sir, I have a thought to share with you and the thought 
suggests 88 to how many are needed In this house. Shri 
Sangma reminded us that we were sometimes befQ~e a 
live telecast by Television I Now the world has become 
so small that before even the Doordarshan telecasts a 
thing In India it would be highlighted and telecast by the 
Star TV or the Zee TV. 

We have to be responsible and we are responsible. 
Sometimes, hard and hot words bring a new colour to the 
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Lok Sabha. But some of us sometimes cross the ffIkha. 
What do we do on that occasion ? 

I request you to kindly make an effort to evolve 
a system of self·discipline. I can assure you that my 
party, particularly myself and my colleagues here, shall 
contribute to that evolution of self·disclpllne. this Is 
needed in this august House. When I was talking 
about the self·discipline, I remember a couplet In the realm 
of my mind and l>efore I conclude I wish to quote that 
couplet. 

Phool Ki patti se kat sakta hai heere ka jigar, 
Marde nadan par salame narm·o-nazuk beasar. 

The Speaker's appeal may not always affect a 
Member who wants to say whatever he or she wants 
to. Hon. Speaker should lead all of us to the evolution of 
self· discipline. I quoted this couplet only for this 
reason. 

Before I conclude, I must place on record that 
Shri Sangma while occupying that Chair proved his 
high level of emancipation and integrity. All this is going 
on record. It is no secret that many of us wanted Shri 
Sangma to be a consensus candidate for the post of 
Speaker. This is an open secret now. Now that you have 
occupied thai exalted Chair, I have no doubt that you 
will prove your mettle and give the kind of leadership that 
this august House needs. I wish you well in your task 
for the future. 

MR. SPEAKER: It is already 6.30 P.M. I have two more 
names. Shall I call these two names also ? I think, it will 
take another twenty minutes. 

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS : Yes Sir. 

SHRI K. BAPIRAJU (Narasapur) : Sir, I am a few 
hours old baby of this House. I have just taken oath today 
only and you have given me an opportunity to offer my 
congratulations to you. We travelled together from 
Hyderabad to Delhi. You could reach here a~ file your 
nomination in the last minute. I only feel that you 
are blessed by the God. It Is a miracle that you could 
make It and file your nomination in the last minute. I 
feel that the BJP and the TOP, your· original Party, 
have become instrumental in your being elected 88 
the Speaker. 

I wish to share my thoughts here. I am two-
deCades old MLA of a State to which you also belong. I 
want to be very very cautio~ because I know my 
limitations. In my political career, I have never cro88ec:l my 
limitations. But today, in the ·political system that we 
have in our country. people feel dIIgu8Ied. We give 
the least respect to this kind of honourable post to 

which everyone of us should atand In ovation W. should 
see to It thai we develop ....... for the society and 
for everybody. 

I wish to mention here about Shri SIIngrna, The 
shortest man of the Parliament hu grown like an oak 11M 
in his character. I was obaervIng that ShrI SIIngrna, the 
man who just lost an opportonity to beoome • COl ..... 

candidate for the post of Speaker, wu offering hie 
felicitations to you with a heart, with • emile. ThIe II hII 
quality. That gentleman was offering hII beat wtshal to you 
with a smile on his face and I expected a amlle on your 
face also. Pleue smile, Sir. Your amite will not co.t you 
anything. It will rether help you. 

MR. SPEAKER : A lot of time II thera for thet. 

SHRI K. BAPIRAJU : AnaHy, I do not want to 
make a long speech. I wish you all the beat. God wII help 
you. In politics, there are no rnurdeN and only 1UIcIdeI. 
It Is left to you, how you wish to bring up the 1nItIIuIIon. 
You take the example of Shrl ShIvraj Patll, he II a 
gentlemsn .. 

Take the cue of Dr. Balram Jakhar. He wu a 
shrewd man. Our own .nan Shrl SllnIMI Reddy, who 
passed only Tanth Standard, proved to be one of the beat 
Speakers. Pie... keep them In mind Md bring cracIt to 
the State. to the country and to the chllir that you are 
occupying. 

{Tf'8nslatlon} 

SHRI SULTAN SALAHUDOIN OWAiSI (HydeNbed) : 
Mr. Speaker Sir, I exprea my heartiest felicitatione to you 
on your election to the office of Speaker. II I. CUIIOnWy 
u well 88 a Parliamentary prllCtice that we graeI the 
newly elected and praise the outgoing person. But, thera 
a~ some persona who are always remembered for their 
good deeds. Mr. Sangm& Is one of them. I do not want 
to take more time of the Hou .. but I cannel restrain myself 
from expre88ing my views that after the formation of the 
new govemment, the MuaIIms the biggest raIIgIoua 
mkIorIty, are feeling Insecure '"" I hope that you would 
prOvIde enough opportunities for the aoIutIon of their 
problems. Thera should not be anything which gIvea an 
Imp""" that their problema cannOt be aoMtd In a 
democratic way. 

I hope that you would realise " and I once IIQ8In 
congratulate you. 

SHRI S.M. MENSINKAI (Dharwar-SouIh)· : Mr. 
SpeIIker, Sir, on behalf of my party Lok ShaktI, I rile to 
feIIcIIate and Congratulate you on thII a~ 

-Translation of .. IPMCh orlglnaiiy ~red In Kanneda. 
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occasion. Sir, I am very glad that you have been elevated 
to this prestigious post of this August House. Our party 
shall extend full cooperation to you in conducting the 
bualneu of the House. You hail from Andhra Pradesh, a 
neighbour of Kamataka. This fact has made me to feel 
supremely happy about your elevation to the post of 
Honourable Speaker. 

While congratulating you, many honourable col· 
leagues have already mentioned about poverty that Is 
prevailing in our country even after fifty years of 
Independence. I, therefore, urge upon you Sir, to enthuse 
the Members of this house to work hard and root out 
poverty from this country. There Is an urgent need to 
provide medical facilities particularly to the poor people 
living in remote villages. 

Finally Sir. we have to maintain the dignity 
and decorum of this House. I hope you would guide us 
properly and help us to keep up the prestige of the House. 
I pray God to bless you with courage and confidence. I 
am sure that you would be a successful Honourable 
Speaker. 

Sir, I thank you for giving me this opportunity to 
expl'88l my views on behalf of my party Lok Shakti and 
with these words I conclude my speech. 

{English} 

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Members, I take this opportunity 
to, heartily congratulate all of you who are elected to the 
Twelfth Lok Sabha. I particularly compliment you for 
furthering the cause of democracy by participating in the 
election in the true spirit of democracy. 

I also compliment all those who have contested in the 
elections but could not make It to this august House, for 
their contribution is no less. It is time for all of us to leave 
behind the memories of the electoral contest and strive 
collectively to live up to the expectations of the people who 
have given us the mandate. 

It is with a deep sense of gratitude and humility 
that I assumes the Office of the Speaker of the 12th Lok 
Sabha. I sincerely thank the hon. Members for this 
honour. I am hopeful that the demands of the duty win be 
made lighter by the active cooperation of all the hon. 
Members. 

I need not remind the hon. Members of the eocIo-
political translormation that our country Is undergoing. Over 
the years, the composition of this august House Is also 
changing. reflecting the socio-poIiticaitranstOrmation. this 
auguat House has always endeavoured sincerely to fulfil 
the mandate given to It through the hon. Membena. I am 
particularly conscious 01 the compoaition of the 12th Lok .. 

Sabha and the expectations that flow out of It. Our 
democracy has successfully faced several challenges. Thia 
august House has withstood the test of the time and 
emerged as a pioneering Institution upholding the 
democratic and social values and the philosophy en· 
shrined in the Constitution. 

Dear Members, the 12th Lok Sabha has got the 
people's mandate to launch our country into the next 
millennium. This Is a unique responsibility bestowed on 
this august House. As a constituent of the Legislature for 
the Union and as its distinguished Members, we have 
an important responsibility to shoulder at this crucial 
time. Since Independence, our country has made 
Impressive gains and still there is much to be done. The 
Legislature is an effective vehicle of change. Hon. 
Members have an important role to perform in pioneering 

. the process of change and guiding the destiny of our 
nation. We have a solemn responsibility of ensuring that 
the constructive energies of our people and the Govem-
ment are effectively channelised towards fulfilling tM 
aspirations of our nation. 

Hon. Members, I am conscious of the responsibility 
bestowed on me as the Presiding Officer of this august 
House. I have always believed in the concept of 'collective 
wisdom'. I shall always be guided by this faith in 
discharging my duties. The institution of 'Speaker' has 
acquired great character and strength over. the years 
due to the significant contributions of my worthy predeces-
sors. This institution has moved from strength to strength 
on the force of the conventions and the highest traditions, 
while at the same time addressing itself to the new 
challenges based on the collective wisdom of hon. 
Members. I particularly recall the contributions of my worthy 
immediate predecessor, Shri .P.A. Sangma in this 
regard. His goodwill and council shall be a source of great 
strength to me. 

In my view, the Presiding Officer is as important 
as the first and the last Member of this House. This 
august House has the benefit of drawing upon the vast 
experienCe of Its senior Members In moulding and guiding 
the new. The spirit of cooperation for collective good is 
the eaaence of democracy. I shall endeavour to ensure 
that this spirit prevails aU through. I shall do my best to 
uphold the true democratic traditions and defend the 
privileges of this august House and Its hon. Members. 
Parliament Is the conscience keeper of our nation and 
reflects the sovereign will of the people ot India. As a 
constituent of Parliament, the responsibilities of this 
august House and Its hon. Members are manifold. It 
shall be my utmost effort to ensure that these reeponsi-
bIIItiee are cbcharged in the belt J)OIIIJIe manner. The 
PresicIng OffIcer .. alwaya guided by • .... of ju8IIce 
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and fair play. 

I am grateful to the hon. Members for their warm 
expressions about me and for assuring me their 
cooperation. I particularly seek the cooperation of the 
Leader of the House and the Prime Minister, Shri Alai 
Bihari Vajpayee. the Leader of the Opposition, Shri Sharad 
Pawar and all the Members in the direction of this august 
House making a durable contribution to realise the Ideals 
and goals enshrined in the Golden Jubilee Resolution 
which was adopted by the Parliament. 

Any institution is as good as its Members choose to 
make it. We shall collectively endeavour to set new 
standards and reach higher levels of consciousness so 

thai we wlH be able to live upIO the expectattona. Let UI 
all join hands In heralding • new .... Into the new 
millennium. 

The House standa adjourned to meet tomorrow, the 
25th March, 1998, half an hour after the PANIkIent's 
Address. 

18.46 hra. 

The Lole Sabha then adjoumed till half-an-hour alter 
1M Add,... by 1M P"""'t on Wect.dIy, 

25 March, 1998/4a..",., 11120 (SaU) 
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