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INTRODUCTION 

I, the Chairman, Estimates Committee, having been authorised 
by the Committee to submit the Report on their behalf, present this 
Fifth Report on the Ministry of Education-(i) Indian· Museum, 
Calcutta; and (ti) Victoria Memorial Hall Museum, Calcutta. 

2. ~ subject was examined by the Estimates Committee 
(196fHi7) and necessary information obtained and evidence taken 
by them. That Committee, however, could not finalise their Report 
due to the sudden dissolution of the Lok Sabha on the 3rd March, 
1967. The Estimates Committee (1967-68) have perused the 
minutes of evidence and have come to their own conclusions whiCh 
have been embodied in the Report. 

3. The previous Committee (1966-67) took evidence of the 
representatives of the Ministry of Education, Indian Museum, 
Calcutta and Victoria Memorial Hall Museum, Calcutta on the 28th 
September, 1966. The Committee wish to express their thanks to 
the Joint Secretary, Ministry of Education, Dir'ector of the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta and Curator and Secretary of the Victoria 
MemoriaJ. Hall Museum., Calcutta and other Officm-s of the Ministry 
of Education, Indian Museum, Calcutta and Victoria Memorial Hall 
Museum, Calcutta for placing before them the material and infor-
mation they wanted in connection with the examination of the 
estimates. 

4. They also wish to express their thanks to Dr. T. N. Ramachan-
daran, Joint Director-General of Archaeology (Retired) and Dr. 
(Mrs.) Grace Morley, Adviser on Museums, Ministry of Education 
for giving evidence and making valuable suggestions to the Com-
mittee. 

5. The CommLttee also wish to thank Numismatic Society of 
India, Varanasi; Prof. D. P. Ghosh, President, Museums Association, 
West Bengal; Director, Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay; Curator, 
Mysore Government Museum, Bangalore and Director, Museums & 
Zoos, Trivandrum for furnishing Memoranda to the Committee. 

6. The Report was considered and adopted by the _Committee on 
the 9th May, 1967. 

7. A statement showing the analysis of recommendations con-
tained in the Report is also appended to the Report (Appendix IX). 

NEW DELHI; 

June 7,1967 
lyaistha 17, 1889 (Saka) 

(v) 

P. VE~TASUBBAJAH, 
Chairntan, 

Estimates Committee. 



CHAPTER I 

INDIAN MUSEUM, CALCUTTA 

A. Genesis and Functions 

lHiStorica.l' Background 

The origin of the Indian Museum, Calcutta can be traced back to 
'1814, when Dr. Nathaniel Wallich, a Danish Botanist proposed. to the 
Asiatic Society, founded in 1784, the formation of a Museum, offer-
ing to act as its Honorary Secretary and to provide the nucleus 
·tlmlugh the duplicates of his own personal collection. The proposal 
-.eompanied by the generous offer' met with ready response from 
"the members of the Society which formulated a scheme -to establish 
"the Museum in two Sections, one comprising of the archaeological, 
ethnological and technical matters, and the other, of Geological and 
~logical, with Dr. Wallich as the first Superintendent of the latter. 

2. The scope and jurisdiction of the Museum was laid down in 
'the widest possible terms. It was to be an institution meant "for 
1be reception of all articles 'that might be sent to illustrate oriental 
manners and history, or to elucidate the peculiarities of Art or 
lIfature in the East." 

3. The' Museum remained under the control of the Asiatic Society 
upto the formation of the Board of Trustees in 1865. With the 
enactment of Indian Museum Act of 1866, the Society made over its 
entire collection to the Board of Trustees. A building was sanction-
ed and created on a separate piece of land and the Society was paid 
a compensation for its claim to accommodation in the Museum 
Building whiCh was now made available exclusively for its own 
purpose as a separate institution. It was, however, not until 1875 
that the Museum Building came to be completed and ready for 
'OCCUpation. It was on the 1st April, 1878 that the galleries were 
"thrown open to the public for the first time with the Zoological and 
the Archaeological Galleries. Gradually the other Sections, viz. 
'Geology, Botany, Art and. Anthropology were added. 

4. By successive Acts of Legislature, the Board of Trustees was 
n!Constituted from time to time. After the initial Act of 1866, it 
-was followed by -those of 1876 and 1887, raising the number of 13 to 
16 and then to 21. In 1910, the figure was fixed at 17. One of the 
'Very important changes introduced by the Act of 1910 was to make the 
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heads of all the different Sections of the Museum a Trustee-e.x-oficiD> 
~ reducing the number of representatives from the Asiatic ~ 
to one from five as laid down by the previous Acts of 1876 and 1_ ... 
and allowing ~tead three Public Bodies, such as, the Universiti ttI.-
Calcutta, the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and the British Indiaa 
Association to elect a Member each on the Board. 

5. Between 1904 a'nd 1911, fresh additions of new wings both fit 
gallery purposes and for study and administrative accommoda~. 
as well as for meeting the needs of a lecture hall, were compI~ 
Frorn the administrative point of view -apart from the Art Secti_._ 
the remaining five Sections, Zoology, Geology, Economic :Botau.I',.-
Archaeology and Anthropology were under the administrative a.-
trol of. the respective Surveys of the Government of India while tt.e-
Board of Trustees remained as custodian. 

6. The' Collections of the Indian Museum are vast and varie!L 
They started in their various branches from different sourCES .r 
acquisition, and later on, got augment~ by equally varied s01J.ttlS,-
sometimes very curious. The zoological collection, .... 
example, with the possessions of the Asiatic Society as its nuclela 
was further enriched by a collection of specimens gathered by tile 
Surgeon-Naturalists on board the Surveyship 'Investigator, frma 
the depths of the Indian seas. The other interesting sources were 
a number of political and military expeditions along the llOl'theIa 
and eastern Frontiers of the then Indian Empire, from as early ~ 
1868, whe:ein almost invariably a zoologist, a doctor or a na~ 
sometime from amongst the Museum officials, were deputed to· 
accampany; but by far the largest contributions came from the 
private donors, notable among whom being Ferdinand Stoliczlra" 

-Dr. Ferdinand Stoliczka joined in the Geolog:cal Survey o-f India as 
Palaeontologist in 1863. As a staff of the Geological Survey of India, he carried 0lIl 
expedition to the no,-th-west Himalayas to collect mesozoic and PaIaeozo'c f(}Ssils .. 
well as to work out the struCture of this very interesting region. Dr. Stolicxka u.o 
continued lhe unfin ishel work of H. T. Blanford on "the Cre:aceolls Faune of Southern. 
India" in successive ,olumes from 186~ to 1873. 

Dr. Sloliczka was the first naturalist to give an adequate descript-oo of the in-
ternal anatomy of a sea-anemone. He was a pioneer in the study of Indian archae0-
logy. Recognising the sc;cntific needs of InJia, Dr. Stoliczka presented in many in-
\-aluable collections he made in the East to the Asiatic Socie:y's Museum or later, to.-
the Indian Museum. to which he bequea -hed the specimens in his possess;on at thee 
time of his death. 
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and William Blanford.·· Almost sirnil'ar sources also helped to' 
build up the collection in the geological sedtion, except for the fact 
that the collection grew quicker on account of its larger contingent 
of scientific staff. For the archaeological section, the Asiatic Society 
gave statues, smaller sculptures, inscriptional records and coins col-
lected by the members of that learned body and presented to it 
from all parts of this sub-continent long before the Indian Museum 
came into being. The collection of industrial objects similarly 
started with the specimens of industrial arts collected by the mem-
ber.; of the Asiatic Society and most of these were transferred to the 
Museum after 1883-84 In the ethnological collections which were 
at one time under the economic section, the items include weapons. 
implements, clothing and the various other articles used by the' 
various Indian tribes and races, and life-si1te models of the various 
ethnic types of the Indian people togethe\" with a collection of 
.Javanese weapons and a set of Indian musical instruments present-
ed by the late Raja Sir Sourindra Mohan Tagore. 

7. In 1960 the Indian Museum Act (Act 45) was passed by 
Parliament which sought to reconstitute the older Board of Trustees, 
of the Indian Museum, installing the Governor of West Bengal as 
its ex-otficio Chairman, with provisions for Rules and Bye-laws 
which would conform to the pattern obtainable in the Union Gov-
ernment Bodies. It was thus that the Indian Museum virtually 
obtained the status of a National Museum for the e.tern region. 
in the country. 

··Mr. William Blanford of the Geological Survey of Ind;s jo'ned .he Survey en. 
18SS from the Royal School of Mines, London. , 

As a successful Geologist, Mr. Blanford was admitted as Fellow Geologist, canied 
out SUlveys and prepared geo!ogical maps of Takher Coal· field (]8~8-6<), N.'m~c"a' 

Valley, Daccan Trap, Rajputana (1876), Sine (I8n), NOl1helO Ba,rchisttn, Sou.hern 
Afghanistan (1881-82) e!c. He was appoinetd as .he Depu.y SuperintenLent of t:oe' 
Geological Survey of India in 1862. 

As a Zoologist, he is best known in connection with .he official series "Fauna 
of British India", the incept'on of which was cue to his nntiring efrons. To this 
series, he himself contributed the Volume on the rnamrnals and two of the four 
Volumes on birds. He was one of the most active agents in the fOundation of the 
Indian Museum as a Government institut on and aIm n the negotiation connected with 
the first Zoological work of .he "Investigator". Ris private collect ODS, gathered 
together in the course of h's geological worles 'n Persia and Abyssnia and in the Central 
Provinces, 0 rissa and other parts of India were distributed to the Indian Museum, 



11. By now, the activities of the Indian Museum, not only as a 
store-house of the largest collection of materials. Indian., and, to 
,some ex.tent, trans-Indian, but also as a body corporlilte to fulfil its 
mission of promoting study an~ research in the respective fields of 
its six. Departmentsj had lbecome far-4lung. Monographs, catalo-
gues and Guide-Books have appeared, apart from the Annual Re-
ports telling the story of its year to year development and output 
in the field of acquisition, administration, preservation and research. 

The Committee. however, note that the Indian Museum Act, 1910 
o(as amended by Act 45 of 1960) makes no mention about the objec-
tives of the MUIeUID. The Committee hope that an early opportu-
nity would be taken to define the basic objectives of the Indian 
Museum by a Government Resolution so that the Mnseum could 
be developed on proper IiDes. The Committee also feel that it is 
time that the Indian MUIIeUlIl is given the formal status of a 
.National Museum and all consequential steps taken in this diredion. 

B. Organisational Set-up 

Board of Trustees 

9. The administration of the Indian Museum is vested in the 
Board of _Trustees under the Indian Museum Act X of 1910 (As 
amended upto 1960), with a Museum Directorate. A number of 
-Committees, viz. Finance Committee, Visiting Committee, Selection 
Committee and Committee of Management have been set up to as-

-sist the Board in carrying out its functions. From time to time, ad 
hoc Committees are also appointed by the Board to go into any 
:;pecial problem or make any suggestions on any special matter. 

The present constitution of the Board of Trustees of the Indian 
Museum may be seen at Appendix I. Powers of the Trustees re-
·.gardingproperty vested in them and to exchange, sell and destroy 
the articles in collections have been laid down in Sections 6 and 7 
.of the said Act which are enumerated below: 

"6. (1) All the property, whether movable or immovable, 
which at the commencement of this Act is held by the 
Trustees of the Indian Museum constituted by the Indian 
Museum Act, 1876, on trust for the purposes of the satid 
Museum shall, together with any such property which 
may hereinafter be given, bequeathed, transferred or 
acquired for the said purposes, vest in the Trustees of the 
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Indian MWIeUm. constituted· by this Act on trust for the 
purposes of the said Museum: 

Provided that the Trustees may expend the capital of any 
portion of such property which may consist of money on 
the maintenance. improvement and enlargement of the 
collections deposited in, presented to or purchased' for, the 
said Museum or other-wise for the purposes of the same 
as they may think fit. 

(2) The Trustees shall have the exclusive possession, occu-
pation and control, for the purPoses of such. trust, of the 
land specified in the schedule, including any buildings 
which may have been, or may hereafter be. erected there-
on, other then those portions thereof which have been 
set apart by the Trustees for the records and offices of 
the Geological Survey of India." 

"7. Subject to the provisidn of any bye-law made in this be-
halJ.f, the Trustees may, from time to time,-

(a) deliver, by way of loan, to any person the whole or any 
portion of, or any article contained in, any collection 
vested in them under this Act; 

(b) exchange or sell duplicates of articles contained in any 
such collection and take or purchase, in the place of 
such duplicates, such articles as may in their opinion 
be worthy of preservation in the Museum; 

(c) present duplicates of articles contained in any such 
collection to other Museums in India; and 

(d) remove and destroy any article contained in any such 
collection." 

The number of meetings of the Board of Trustees held during 
the 2nd and 3rd Plan periods were as foIlows:-

2nd Plan Period~ (During this period the previous Bye-laws 
provided for meetings every month). 

3rd Plan Period-22 (After the amendment of the Indian Museum 
Act, the number of meetings was automatically 
restricted) . 

The number of persons attending each of these meetings may De 
seen at Appendix II. The duration of each meeting's stated to be 
on an average of one hour. 
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Asked during evidence whether the members of the Board of 

Trustees have tried to collect any non-official donation Ol" anything 
like that, the representative of the Indian Museum replied in the 
negative. 

In view of the important role that the Indian M1I8eUIIl has to· 
play for promoting cultural and edueatioDal. interests of its users,. 
the Committee feel that the Board of Trustees should have a larger 
repreaentation of edueatiODists, historians, mQlleOlogists and social 
scientists. The Committee reeomm .... d that the Board should be-
suitably reconstituted if necessary by amending the Indian Museum 
Act. 

The Committee further suggest that the feasibility of acc:epting 
donations from the public: for tbe purpose of enriching the c:0Uec:-
tions of the Museum may be explorid. 'l'he responsibility abo Jies 
on the ':'OIl-oftidal members of the Board to attract private mone-
tary and/or art donations from philanthropists, art c:oaDOissears and' 
private donon • 

. Committees set-up by the BOOTd of TTUStees 

10. The Cormnittees set-up in the Indian Museum are as follows: 

(a). Committee of Management: The Committee of Management 
consists of-

(i) Head of the Department of Zoology. 

(ii) Head of the Department of Geology. 

(iii) Head of the Department of Botany. 

(iv) Director of the Indian Museum. representing the three in-
tegrated groups of the galleries of Art, Archaeology and 
Anthropology. . 

This Committee meets once in every month to discuss and sug-
gest improvements regarding galleries of the Indian Museum.. The 
recommendations of this Committee are placed before the Board of 
Trustees for consideration and approval. 

(b) Fimlnce Committee: The Finance Committee-consists of the 
following: 

(i) Vice-Chairman of the Board of Trustees; 

(ii) Accc.'Untant-General of West Bengal; 
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(iii) Hony. Treasurer, Board of Trustees; 
.',' 

(iv) Honorary Secretary, Board of Trustees. 

(c) Visting Commi~ee: The Visiting Committee is appointed an-
.nually by the Boatd of Trustees at the Annual General Meeting of 
-the Board to suggest and recommend improvement of galleries and 
-the campus of the Museum. The present constitution of the Com-
mittee is (i) Shri S. C. Bhattacharyya, Accountant General, West 
Bengal, (ii) Prof. S. K. Saraswati. representing the Asiatic Society, 
(iii) Shri S. N. Ray, I.C.S. (Retd.), HonQrary Secretary to the 
Board of Trustees. 

(d) Selection Commi~e: The present composition of the Selec-
tion Committee is·as foHows:-

For Class II and Class III appointments: 

(i) Dr. H. Santapau, Director, Botanical Survey of India, 
Calcutta. 

(ii) Shri P. C. Mukherjee, Director of Public Instruction, Gov-
ernment of West Bengal, Calcutta. 

(iii) Shri S. N. Ray, Honorary Secretary, Board of Trustees, 
Indian Museum. 

(iv) Shri A. K. Bhattacharyya, Director, Indian Museum. 

For Class IV appointihents: 

(i) Shri S. N. Ra!V, Honorary Secretary, Board of Trustees, 
Indian Museum. 

(ii) Shri A. K. Bhattacharyya, Director, Indian Museum. 

It has further been stated that experts are associated with the 
'Committee specially for selection of technical staff as and when 
necessary. 

The number of meetings of Committee of Management, Finance 
Committee and Selection Committee held during 1963-64 and 1964-
'65 were as foHows:-

-Committee of Management 
Finance Committee 
.Selection Committee 

4 
5 

Every month since July 
4 
7 
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Having reali&ed that the Committees set-up .". the Board of 
Trustees especially the Committee of Maaagement aDd Fiaanl:e 
Committee have very important functions to perform, the Commit-
tee suggest that the constitution of these two Committees should 
be mote broad-based so as to include represeatatives from the re-
maining Departments of the Museum in the Committee of Manage-
ment and the Director of the Museum in the Finance Committee. 

Central Directorate of the Indian Museum 

11. With a view to co-ordinate the activities of its many Sections-
in so far as the galleries rod the collections are concerned, the estab-
lishment of a Central Directorate of the Museum was envisaged in 
the .amended Museum Act of 1960 itself. Accordingly in 1962 a 
Director of the Museum was appointed. Way was paved also for 
the establishment of a few co-ordinating centralised sections viz. 
Publication Unit, Presentation Unit, Photography Unit, Chemical 
Unit etc. to help the Directorate in meeting the gnwing require-
ments for makir.g the Museum more effectively serviceable to the 
general public and scholars. The Art Gallery and Anthropology 
and Archaeology Galleries were integrated and brought under the 
Directorate of the Museum in 1965. 

The Chart showing the organisationa:l set-up of the Museum may 
be seen at Appendix III. Broadly speaking the organisation set-up 
of the Museum can be divided into two divisions which are as 
follows:-

• (i) Administrative Division; 

(ii) Technical Division. 

Administrative Division.-Office, Accounts Section, Watch and 
Ward and Maintenance Branch come under the Administrative Divi-
sion. The Director on behalf of the Board of Trustees administers 
the Museum. 

Technical Division.-This Division has the following Units/Sec-
tions working under the guidance of the Director of the Indian 
Museum: 

A-Co-ordinating ServiCe Units-

(i) Publication Unit; 

(ii) Presentation Unit; 

(iii) Photography Unit; and 

(iv) Chemical Unit. 



~Ed.1lCational Service. 

C-Library. 

D-Galleries-

(i) Art; 
(il) Archaeology; and 
(iii) Anthropology. 

E-Medical Unit. 
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The Committee have been infonned during evidence that the 
three remaining Departments viz. Zoology, Geology and EcOnomic 
Botany are still under the respective Surveys, namely, the Zoological 
Survey, the Geological Survey and the Botanical Survey. Asked to 
state why these DepartmenJts were not yet transferred to the 
Museum, the representative of the Ministry of Education stated 
that ".... after these three Dep9.rtments (Art, Archaeology and 
Anthropology) which had already been transferred were integrated, 
we shall take up the question of the other Departments. We thought 
it would be more advantageous to do the job in stages and do it well". 
Asked further whether there was any real advantage in transferring 
these Departments to the Museum when for more than 100 years· 
they were managed by the Government Departments, the repre-· 
sentative of the Indian Museum stated that" ...... idea of integra-
tion was to bring about a general all-round improvement in aIr 
these Galleries under a Central Directorate as all these Galleries 
were a small adjunct to the Surveys and ~~re not properly looked' 
after as they had so many other works to attend to." 

The Committee feel that from the point of view of efficient ad-
ministration. and also for the proper development of the. Indian 
Museum, aU the departments. units and galleries should be under· 
the same administration. The Government also seem to have rea· 
lised this when they d~ded to transfer Art, Archaeology and 
Anthropology Galleries to the Museum but they retained the· Geo-
logical, Zoological ~d Botanical Galleries under the respecth'e 
Surveys. . The Committee feel th~t this piece-meal integration and 
dual control has hampered the proper development of the Indian 
Museum resulting in lack of coordination. The Committee would 
urge that early steps be taken to remedy the situation. 
Details of funds and staff transferred from diffcren:t Surveys to the' 

Museum 

12. In a written note submitted to the Committee by ute Indian 
Museum, it has been stated that the funds available earlier to the 
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.Departments or Surveys have not been traDsferTed to the :Museum 
oOll Integration of the galleries (Art Archaeological and Anthropo-
logical) and their collections with the Directorate of the Indian 
Museum. 

The Committee desired to know the details of such funds and the 
reasons for delay in transferring these funds to the Indian Museum. 
In reply thereto, the Ministry of Education have stated in a written 
note submitted to the Committee that, "No transfer of funds as such 
bas taken place from the budget of .AIchaeological Survey of India 
or Anthropological Survey of India. Nor is such transfer of funds 
possible because the budget of the Indian Museum. Calcutta is in 
one "Demand for Grants" and that of the Surveys is in others. 
However, in order to cover the additional expenditure on the pay 
-and allowances of staff transferred to the Indian Museum from the 
Archaeological and Anthropological Sections an amount of Rs. 47,738 
was re-appropriated to the budget of the Indian Museum. It took 
·some time to do so because savings from other sub-~leads had to be 
10cated before the amount in question could be re-appropria.ted." 

So far as the transfer of staff to the Museum is concerned the 
position has been stated as below by the Indian Museum: 

(i) The number of stalf exclusively attached to the Galleries in the 
Anthropological Survey were transferred to the Indian Museum on 
"integration. 

(ii) The position of the staff· in the Archaeological Section which 
was exclusively meant for and was doing the work of the Archaeo-
10gical Galleries in the Archaeological Survey is explained in the 
statement at Ap~ndix IV showing those transferred and those not 
transfen~d to the Indian Museum. 

The Ministry of Educa.tion has further supplemented this infor-
matio]l i'11 a written note stating that, "w~n the proposal for the 
transfer of the two sections was mooted, the Indian Museum indi-
cated only the technical staff of the Slurveys to be transferred to it. 
This staff was duly transferred when the integration of the two 
sections with the Indian Museum was effected. It was l.a.ter on that 
the Indian Museum intimated that the two surveys had not transfer-
red some staff which was indirectly serving these two sections. When 
the matter was taken up with the Archaeological Survey of India, 
it was pointed out that the staff in question was looking 'after many 
other sections and Site Museums in additiDn to the transferred 
sections and. as such could DOt be transferred to the Indian Museum. 
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"This ~~ion has been accepted by this Ministry and it has been 
~decided 'that whenever the funds of the Indian Museum pennit extra 
posts will be created in the Indian Museum after the requirements 

·of the Indian Museum have been carefully examined by its Board." 

The representative of the Indian Museum stated during evidence 
that, "We got the exhibits, and we got alongwith them only the 
-curatorial staff :and only a portion of the watch and ward staff and 
not the ministerial or accessory staff or co-ordinating staff like the 
carpenters, the label writers, the draughtsmen or artists and so on. 
So, what we have to do in the circumstances is to get work done by 
wage workers; daily We employ a iarge number of them, but actually 

· this system has not been very satisfactory." He further added that, 
"this system was also very costly and had been objected to by 

.Audit". 

The Committee do not feel satisfied with the explanation given 
by the. Ministry that the relevant staff could not be transferred as 
they were doiag other work also in addition to looking to the galleries 
transferred. The Committee feel that the Government should have 
transferred a portion of the staff when a big load of their work was 

· transferred to the Indian Museum. They also feel that employment 
· of a large number of staff on daily wage basis is more expensive and 
· not very conducive to the efficient working of the Museum. In order 
to see that the Museum may initiate development programmes on a 
planned basis, the Committee suggest that after thoroughly examin-

· ing the staff requirements of the Museum, Government should take 
immediate steps to meet the demands of the Museum either by trans-

· ferring some staff from the Surveys or by recruit~ng new staff. 

,Galleries 

13. The various galleries in the Indian Museum are enumerated 
.BS follows:-

Archaeology Galleries: 
Maurya 
&unga 
Gendhara 
Kushan 
Gupta 
Early Medieval 
Medieval 
Late Medieval 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



Trans-Indian 

(Java & Cambodia) 
Bronze 
Pre-history 
Numismatics 
Architecture 

Epigraphy 

12 

1 

1 

1 
3 

1 
3 

18 

The total number of objects in the Archaeological collections; 
including those which have been displayed, is 60,252. 

Anthropology Galleries: 

Tribal & Regional 
representations 

Ethnic Groups 
Dresses & Utensils 
Musical Instt:1JII1eD.ts 

1 

1 
1 
1 

4 

The total number of objects in the Anthropology collections ... 
tncluding th~ which have been displayed, is 12,355. 

Art Galleries: 

Textiles 1 
Ivory 1 
Nepalese &: Tibetan Bronze 1 
Metal-waare 1 
Ceramics 1 
Wood Carvings 1 
Nahar Gallery of Oriental Art 1 
Paintings 1 
Manuscripts 1 

9 



13 

The number of objects in 'the Art Galleries, int;luding those which 
have been displayed, is 12,125. 

It was admitted during evidence that physical side of the anthro-
pology has not been developed as the Indian Museum did not get 
the original materials which were under the Surveys. Asked when 
it was expected to develop this. the represent1:,uve of the Indian 
Museum stated that, "We are trying to develop it. Unless we get 
the materials from the Anthropology Survey, it may be very difficult 
to develop it." He further stated in reply to a question that, "In the 
matter of transference of the collection, the Indian Museum has no 
say. Actually it was under the negotiation by the Ministry on the 
Qne side and by the Survey concerned on the other." Asked whether 
the Indian Musewn has any pre-historic human fossils, the represen-
tative of the Indian Museum stated that, "No human relics or fossils 
are there. But animal relics are there in the Zoological Survey." 

The Committoo attach great importance to the development of 
the Anthropological Gallery both on its ethnological and physical 
sides. They are unhappy to observe that in the Anthropological 
Galleries the ethnological exhibits predominate and that no effective 
steps have been taken by the Government for the transferen('e of 
the original t:Xhibits from the Anthropological Survey to the Indian 
Museum. The Committee think that the Gallery as it is in the 
Indian Museum has no justification of being called Anthropological. 
The Committee are alSo unhappy that the Indian Museum does not 
have any pre-historic human fossils even though it is the, oldest 
Museum in the country. The Conunittee would urge that efforts 
should be made to develop the physical anthropology unit in the 
Indian Museum and for that endeavour should also be made to 
acquire the original fossils of pre-historic human bei~ and other 
relevant objed~ Ol" at least their re!)1icas for display in the Indian 
Museum. . 

Guide Lecturers 

14. It has been stated by a leading museologist that, "At the 
Indian Museum, Calcutta only six Guide Lectur£'l"S are available 
at present. It is quite inadequate for catering to the needs of the 
large musewn clientale. At least twelve Guide Lecturers for the 
vast collections of art, archaeological, anthropological, zoological a.nd 
botanical (Industrial) Sections are immediately required. There 
should be at least two Guide Lecturers for each Gallery." 

Asked during evidence how many more Guide Lecturers were 
needed by the Musewn for catering to the n~ds of a large museum 
clientale properly, the representative of the Indian Museum stated 
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.that, "We have only one for each section. We need three more 
with one senior Guide Lecturer." In reply to a further question 
whether the Guide Lecturers possessed the efficiency and outlook 
to attend to the needs of all types of visitors, viz. literate, semi-
literate and illiterate, the representative of the India'll Museum 
stated that the Guide Lecturers could speak in English, Hindi and 
Bengali and as far as possib'ie the people were given guidance in 
tpeir own mother-tongue. 

The Committee think that a Museum like the Indian Museum 
cannot serve its purpose without an adequate number of properly 
trained Guide Lecturen;. The Committee suggest that the needs of 
the Indian Museum, so far as Guide Lecturers are concerned, may 
be gone into by the Ministry of 'Education at an early date and, 
necessary number of properly trained Guide Lecturers be provided. 

As the Museum has to cater to all types of visitors with a pre-
Tlonderance of semi-literate or illiterate visitors, the Committee sug-
gest that there should be a nH)rientation in the outlook of the Guide 
Lecturers so that they could educate even the uninformed aoout the 
richne,s of country'S hoary past as enshrined in the galtt'!ries of the. 
Museum. It should be the responsibilitv of the Guide Lecturers to 
explain things to the un~ueated in a bnguage that can be under-
stood by a layman. As fur the literate or educated ;visitors. the 
guidance should be on a higher plane so that they could react 
aesthetically and intelligently upon the subjects that they see. 

Museum Building 

15. Asked during evidence whether the buildiJlg of the Indian 
Museum which was more than 150 ye'ars old was quite safe for the 
exhibits there, the representative of the Indian Museum stated that, 
"There are some inherent defects in it, but from the museological 
point of view, it is well protected, well maintained by the chemicals 
and other things." He also stated that the roofs of some of the· 
rooms· were leaking. In the ground-floor, it was mostly damp. Asked 
whether the )'duseum's object.s were safe from dampness, the repre-
sentative of the Indian Museum stated that, ''The Archaeological and 
Geological Sections which are· less susceptible to dampness are 
situated in the ground floor, and the other Sections which are sus-
ceptible to dampness are situated in the first and the second floors." 
He further added that for preserving these exhibits, a Chemical 
Laboratory was set-up in the Museum in May, 1966 but the work 
would take a long time. ' 

Tn a written note submitted to the Committee, it has been stated 
that the expenditure incurred on the repairs of the' buildings during 



15 
the Second and Third Plans was as follows:-

Second Plan 

1956-57 

1959-60 
1960-61 

Third Plan 
1961-62 

1962-63 

1963-64 

1964-65 

1965-66 

Nil 
Nil 

Rs. 12,692.00 (For addition and alterations 
in the ground door rooms of 
the Museum House.) 

Nil 
RS.7B,100.00 (For conversion of D.C. 

supply to A.C.) 

Rs. 17,117. 00 

Rs. 1,08,199.55 
From the year 1962-63 Trus-
tees received the Grants for 
repairs works and deposit 
work system was introduced. 

Rs. 3,41, 750.00 

Rs. 1,01,355.00 

Rs. 79,175.00 
Mus~um's needs for repairs 

On thp average ar;:! an amount 
of Rs. 2,00,000 to Rs. 
3,00,000. (cf. amounts in 
1963-64 and 1964-65) but 
owing to reduced Budgetary 
sanction, there was a forced 
reduction of the repairs acti-
vitks in the year 1965-66. 

The Committee cannot over-empb.sise the importance of prop";; 
maintenanee of the Museum building which is more than one hun-
dred and fifty years old. The building should be adequately protect-
ed against leakage and dampness so that the costly materials housed 
in the building are not aftected. The Committee suggest that the 
Central Public Works Department may carry out a technical Survey 
about the condition of the Museum building so that a phased pro-
gramme for repairs and reDJ)vation couJd be drawn up in the light of 
the findings. The Committee. hope that Government will ensure 
that the essential and inescapable repair works are not held UIl due 
to lack of funds, as this may lead to damage of the valuable exhibits 
in the museum. 
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Space a.va.ilable with tht: Museum 

16. It has been represented to the Comlnittee by the Indian 
Museum that the space available with the Indian Museum at present 
is not adequate. With the construction of the new-six-storeyed 
Spirit BUilding within the Museum campus, some of the adminis-
trative blocks of the Anthropology and Archaeology Surveys have 
been moved to this new building and the space thus vacated has been 
made available to the Museum. However, a considerable part of 
the Museum building is still under the occupation of the adminis-
trative offices of the Authropological Survey and the Zoological 
Survey. The Library of the Zoological Survey occupies, in fact, a 
part of Gallery space and has not moved to the spaCe on the first 
floor of the aforesaid new Spirit Building originally earmarked for 
the Library. A large part of the 9I!Cond floor of the Museum is 
Similarly occupied by the Anthropological Survey. The result has 
been that the Library of the Indian Museum and the Chemical 
Section have very little scope for expansion when it grows further. 
This has also greatly limited the Museum's Gallery and reserve 
space. 

It has further been represented that the Civil Defence Organisa-
tion still occupies a large part of the Southern wing of the ground 
floor of the main Building. The space of the former Pre-history, 
Egyptian and Epigraphy Galleries are at present under the occupa-
tion of the Civil Defence Organisation. The exhibits displayed in 
these galleries were ordered to be vacated late in 1962 during the 
Chinese aggression and the whole gallery space was made over to 
the Civil Defence Organisation under orders of the Government of 
India, dismantling thereby the costly installations and the valuable 
exhibits. These exhibits including coin collections were lying stor-
ed in packing boxes for long. The coin collection, however, was 
brought from the Mint where they were deposited, in October 1964 
and set up in a new strong room though in a congested manner. The 
Pre-and Proto-history collections could not be displayed since no hall 
was immediately available for the purpose. Sometime in early 1965 
a hall was made available to the Archaeological Survey, who were 
then holding the charge of the Pre-and Proto-history collections, after 
renovation and re-colouring of the hall. The collections were subse-
quen:ly handed over to the Board of Trustees in September 1965, 
when due to Pakistani aggression. the hall had to be declared a 'Shel-
ter' against bombing under instructions from the Civil Defence 
Authorities. It has been stated that a portion of the hall has now 
been set up with Pre-and Proto-history collections as the Introductory 



17 
'Gallery to Pre--history. The work is being continued to rehabilitate 
"the collections. A portion has been eannarked for a separate Bay for 
:Egyptian antiquities, followed by a Bay for excavated materials. 
These Egyptian and excavated materials are also a part of dismantled" 
objects from existing showcases during the time of Chinese aggres-
sion. A part of these dismantled materials, the inscriptions, have also 
been set up as separate Gallery on the first floor of the Museum Build-
ing along the corridor. 

The Indian Museum have stated that the space occupied by the 
Civil Defence Organisation when released may be utilised for proper-
ly disPlaying some of the collections of the Museum which are now 

_ very much congested and also for setting up new galleries with ob-
jects which are at present almost deteriorating in the reServe cellars 
etc. 

The Committee realise the difticulties experienced by the Indian 
Museum due to lack of adequate accommodation. The Committee 
feel that some other suitable accommodation should have been 
requisitioned by the Civil Defence Organisation. The Committee 
would urge that the portion of the building occupied by the Civil 
Defence Organisation should be released and handed over to the 
Museum for its own use, as early as possible. 

The Committee would also urge the vacation of the portions of 
the building which are occupied by dilferent Surveys at an early 
date. Even this may not be adequate for the proper arrangements 
and display of the exhibits. So, the Committee suggest that the 
Government may make a proper study of tlte question of accommo-
dation for the Museum. " 

.Stock-taking 

17. It has been stated during evidence that so far as the general 
'stores are concerned, the stock verification is done annually; but for 
antiquities, as is the case in other Museums, the stock verifica.tion is 
-done once in five years. Asked whether any case of pilferage has 
come to notice, the representative of the Indian Museum stated that 
in 1962 about 10 pieces of silver jewellery of Tibetan origin were 
stolen. No other case has come to notice. 

The Committee need hardly stress the desirability of conducting 
-stock.taking of the antiquities regularly SO as to avoid loss or pilfer. 
-age" of rare exhibits. They also feel tliat security arrangements 
should be tightened to avoid thefts etc. 



C. Acquisition 

Purchase of E:chWits 

18. The present system of acquisition of art objects is through ~ 
Central Art Purchase Committee on which the Indian Museum is re--
presented through its Director. The Director has also been delegated 
powen by the Board of Trustees to purchase art objects upto a total" 
value of Rs. 2,000 per year directly. 

The following acquisitions have been made during the last five' 
years by the Indian Museum: 

1964-65 
(1) One leaf from a Jain Mss. 
(2) One sketch. Early Rajasthani. 
(3) Wine cup, Pratapgarh gold gill and inlay. 
(4) Kalighat Pata showing 2 figures. 
(5) Jarana Pata, Midnapore. 
(6) Painting, Hyderabad School. 
(7) One leaf illustrating a Malva painting. 
(8) BaIuchar Palla. 
(9) Butidar Banarasi Dopatta with Palla. 

(10) Wooden panel shawing Krishna with Gopis vertical. 
(11) Pabari Miniature Painting. 
(12) Largo Kangra Pamting-illustration from Bhagavataa 

Purana. 
(13) Kantha, Bengal. 
(14) One leaf from a Jain Mss. 
(15) One Painting of Badshah Md. Shahjore. 
(16) Kangra Painting-Vatapatrasayi Narayana. 
(17) Murder of Salar Jung by Amar Singh (oblogy), Late.. 

Mughal, C. 1780, 
1~66 

(1) 421 old Indian coins. 
(2) One painting, Jodhpur School . 

. (3) Old Tibetan Thanka with :figure of Dakini. 
(4) Old Tibetan Thanka with figure of Hayagriva. 
(5) Old Tibetan Thanka with figure of Beg-tse. 
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(6) One stone sculpture of Vishnu. 
(7) AUrangabad Butidar. 
(8) Patala. 
(9) Chamba Rumal, Krishna and Radha. 

(10) Chamba Rumal, with figure. 
(11) Basholi Painting, Krishna. 
(12) Basholi Painting, King. 
(13) Bronze figure of Vishnu from Sujan Pur Tra. 
(14) 10 gold coins purchased from National Defence.Fund. 

The amounts provided/expended for the acquisition of art objectS' 
during each of the last 5 years have been stated to be as follows:-

Budget Actual Actual ex- Percentage--
proposals amount penditure ofexpendi-

Year submitted sanctioned incurred ture in-· 
by the In- by Govt. on Art ob- curred on 
dian Mu- jects during acquiltirion 

seum under the last 5 of Art ob--
the head years jects to the 
"Acquisi- total expen-
tion of Art diture du--
objects dur- ring the last 
ring the last 5 years 

5 years 

Rs. Rs. 

11)61-62 20,000/- 200,000/-

1962-63 20,000/-

11)63-64 

11)64-65 15,907 11% 
11)65-66 5,00,000/- 140777/- 10% 

The Committee regret to note that no acquisitions were made by 
the Indian Museum during the year 1961-62. The Committee need-

Iuardly emphasise that the aequisitiOIl of art objects is one of th~ 
major. functions of a MWJeIUD and UDless this function is performed 
properly and adequately, the development of the Museum is likely 
to be retarded. The Committee hope that the Indian M1ISeUIIl will' 
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pay due attention in this direction in future. The Committee also 
-suggest that the Indian Museum shonld sirive to establish exchange 
relations with other museums in the country as well as abroad. 

Manuscripts transferred to the Indian Museum 

19. In a written note submitted to the Committee, it has been 
stated that the following manuscripts were transferred to the Indian 
Museum on integration of the Archaeological Section in September, 
1965. 

No. of Manuscripts Language 

Reg. Nos. 46, 51, 87, 105 Persian 
Reg. Nos. 1,45, 47,48,52,60, } 

66, 67, 90-92, 94, 96-98, 
101-102, M. 13 

Reg. Nos. 2, 42-44, 61-65,} 
68-85, 93, 95, 99, 100, 103, 
109-114, 116-117· 

Reg. No. 118 . 
Reg. Nos. 6-41 Turki 
Reg. No. 49 Arabic 
Reg. No. 86 
Reg. No. 107 
Reg. Nos. 104, 108, M. 16 
Reg. Nos. 3, 4 

Reg. NO.5 
Reg. No. M. 18 
Reg. Nos. 121, 125, M. I, M. 4 l 

M. 6, M. 8, M. 9 J 
M. 14 Reg. No. 120 . 
M. 10, M. II, Reg. Nos. 122, l 

123, 124,M. 15, Reg. 128. f 
Reg. Nos. 126, 127, M. 12 . . 
Reg. Nos. 89, M. 19-M. 21, J 

M. 23, M. 24, M. 28, M. 29 >-
M·32, M. 33,M. 34· J 

Bi-lingual 
(Persian & Ben-

gali) 

Sanskrit 

Bengali 

Reg. Nos. 88, 106, M. 22, M. 25, 
M. 27, M. 30, M. 31 

M.5 Bengali 
M. 17 Avestan 

Period 

16th Cent. A. D. 

17th Gent. A. D. 
IPth Cent. A.D. 

19th Cent. A. D. 
Early 20th Cent. A. D 
Early 16th Cent. A.D. 
17th Cent. A.D. 
18th Cent. A.D. 
19th Cent. A.D. 
17th Cent. A.D. 

18th Cent. A.D. 
6th Cent. A.D. 
17th Cent. A.D. 
1~8th Cent. A.D. 
13th Cent. A.D. 
18th Cent. A.D. 

19th Cent. A.D. 
18th Cent. A.D. 

18th-19th Cent. A.D. 

18th-19th Cent. A.D 
19th Cent. A.D. 
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The position regarding the state of preservation of the above 
manuscripts has been stated as under:-

Mss. Mss. not Mss. treated Mss. requiring Mss. that may 
Beyond treated but and in good urgent atten- be taken up 

Recovery in satisfac- condition tion for treatment 
tory condi- after com-

tion pletion of those 
given in Col. 4 

2 3 4 5 

Reg. Nos. Reg. Nos. Reg. Nos. Reg. Nos. Reg. Nos. 

6 M-I 36 128 -c 128 (1)) 
8 M-4 33 128-d 128 (b) 

14 M-8 30 12 7 
15 M-Io 37 II 21 
16 M-12 32 10 26 
19 M-r4 31 r8 M-rr 
23 M-16 41 20 
27 M-17 39 17 44 
28 M-19 38 13 57 
29 71 35 22 S3 

, 75 40 25 96 
Total 10 79 115 24 91 

82 106 107 M-IS 
120 III 93 M-9 
121 110 M-I0 
122 112 50 M-27 
123 116 98 M-20 
124 I14 83 M-2r 
125 43 67 M-22 
126 81 74 56 

76 127 117 
TOTAL 20 70 M-25 "84 

73 M-26 100 
48 64 M-29 
59 99 92 
51 M-28 119 
69 M-32 M-3 
85 M-231 M-7 
78 94 M- 5 
62 Sg M-33 
54 103 42 61 87 55 
52 63 77 
47 roS M-30 
45 109 M-23 
60 105 M-34 

II3 65 M-24 
115 M-68 80 
58 13 M-2 
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z 3 4 S 

Reg. No. Reg. Nos. 
66 M-7Z 102 
49 6 101 

I 
Z TOTAL 44 TOTAL 41 
3 --I 
4 s 

90 
46 
88 
34 

M-18 
(Ator) 

1I8 
(Ator) 

TOTAL SZ 

It has further been stated that apart from the Chemical treatmentr 

the general storage methods followed are as follows:-

(i) The leaves of the manuscripts containing paintings are 
given a protection for the paintings by inserting a tissue-
paper in between. 

(ii) The whole manuscripts is wrapped up first in a tissue-
paper sheet and is placed between two masonite sheets cut 
to the size of the manuscript, leaving sufticient margin all 
around. The manuscript together with the covering 
masonite sheet is wrapped up in cloth so that the leaves 
are immediately protected from dust and the comers and 
edges are protected from being twisted or folded by 
having the masonite sheet, and finally the whole manus-
cript is protected from dust, heat and damp by the overall 
wrapping cloth. The descriptive label for each manuscript 
is tagged on to the wrapping cloth. These are placed in 
classified order inside steel racks as protection against fire 
but the whole is ventilated by keeping the racks opened' 
daily for some time. 

(iii) In some special cases, after treatment the manuscripts are 
placed between two glass sheets which are sealed around. 
This method is adopted in the case specially of the fragile-

manuscripts and leav"'~ 



23 

The Qpmnittee are distressed to note that as many as 10 of the 
are and-invaluable manuscripts in the Indian Museum have been 
-badly damaged and are beyond recovery due to lack of proper con-
servation. The Committee suggest that a proper enquiry should be 
made to fix the responsibility for this damage and loss. The Com-
mittee also note that 44 manuscripts need urgent attention for con· 
servation in addition to 41 manuscripts which have also to be con· 

-served. They feel that Government have failed to make necessary 
provision for the preservation of rare and valuable manuscripts. 
"They need hardly stress that immediate attention should be paid for 
proper conservation of all these manuscripts so that they are not lost 
to posterity for ever. The Committee suggest that arrangement may 
be made to obtain from indigenous sources usefuI preservation mate. 
rial like cellulose acetate foil, tissue paper, etc. 

They also suggest that Government may provide adequate facili-
ties to the Indian Museum for micro filming of rare manuscripts. 

D. Display 
Presentation Unit 

20. The Presentation Unit of the Indian Museum, Calcutta looks 
after the display work in the galleries of the'Museum including set-
ting-up of visual aids to the visiting public by drawing and pailtting 
genF~ral indicators, like labels, maps, charts etc. Designing of show-
-cases lighting etc., preparation of Notice Boards and setting up of 
temporary and permanent exhibitions in the gallery are also attended 
to by this Unit. It is also helping the Publication Unit and Photo-
graphy Unit in laying out cover designs of Publications. As part of 
Educational Services, this Unit is engaged upon preparation of plas-
ter casts of selected SCUlptures, coins, inscriptions, seals, etc. for sel-
ling to the public, schools, colleges universities and other educational 
institutions. 

The Preservation Unit was set up in 1964 and continues to be 
'staffed with only two members-~>ne Artist and one Technical Assist-
-ant (madeller). 

Le'lel!ing & Display 
21. In a written note submitted to the Committee it has been stat-

€d that the following steps have been taken by the I~dian Museum for 
jmprovement of labelling and methods of display: 

Labelling: 
(D In order nat to over-burden with too many labels, some-

times broad labels are provided gi\'ing the general features, 
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the provenanceJand the related period. Those are in three-
languages-English, Bengali and Hindi. 

(ii) Since labels in this Museum were done from the very in-
ception on different materials and under different schemes, 
these are now being brought under a systematic type as 
far as possible. Perspex is generally used for labels which 
are written by hand by artists sometimes with a covering" 
of another plastic sheet, so that visitors may not spoil it by 
touching or mis-handling. 

(iii) Cknerally the printed labels are being done away with, 
since the small printing on the papers is not visible and 
the papers get spoiled after sometime. Further, the print-
ing is not necessary in such cases of labels as it is not re-
quired on a large scale for anyone item, and the labels are 
also liable to changes and corrections. 

(iv) Labels have been made most inconspicuous with a view 
to keeping the objects themselves more prominent before 
the visitors. This has been done by keeping the back-
ground colour of the labels very much subduced and the 
writing less prominent. 

(v) In a few cases, the colour of writing in the labels is match-
ed with the colour of the background so that less promi--
nence is given to the label writings. 

(vi) In a few bays and galleries and dioramas, it has been-
necessary to put broad introductory labels or general labels. 
introdUcing the subjects of the bay or the gallery or the 
dioramas. This is also done on the same principle of sub-
dued writing on perspex. 

(vii) Apart from pe~x, in some cases of mnaIl objects, speci-
ally in the art galleries, wooden blocks with the typed 
labels pasted on them are put. This has generally the· 
desired effect. 

(viii) In the Paintings Gallery, a new kind of labelling has been 
done where broad and brief outlines of each school and 
artist are given without repeating the same for each item. 
The individual description of the painting concerned is" 
attached with the item. The broad outlines help the-
v$itors to follow ~ the school until the style and the 
school changes, when the general label denoting the style 
also changes. This relieves much of the repetitions on the 
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text of the labels and the consequent burden on the-
visitors. 

(ix)In the Paintings Gallery, the labelling has been done with. 
the most soothing colour of enamel white on a new back-
ground of the panels. The geheral and the individual 
labels have been done with distinctive lettering. 

(x)/ In some cases, in keeping with the background colour of 
the paint or the cloth-lining, the labels have been coloured 
matchingly on wooden blocks. This has been specially-
~ffective in the Musical Instruments Gallery of the Indian 
Museum. 

(xi) Commensurate wirth the colossal type of the building of 
the Museum, sometimes experiments have been made with 
labels in white on varnis.hed surface on wood. This has 
been effective in a few very limited cases, like the Introduc-
tory Gallery of the Pre-history collection of the Museum._ 
where the general labels are written in this technique on 
varnished masonite boards, with advantage. 

(xii) In some cases, labels have been written on the block itself 
which serves as a pede'Stal of the antiquity displayed __ 
This is possible in those cases where the wooden blocks 
are wax polished and subdued in their natural colour. The 
writIng is done in black. This has been done very effec-
tively in the new Pre-history Gallery of the Indian 
Museum. 

(xiii) A kind of labelling with letters cut from work sheets has 
also been done in the Pre-history Gallery, but mostly for 
the larger general lettering on the charts. -This has its own 
charm of simplicity and novelty and has been appreciated 
very much by the visiting public. 

Methods of display 

(i) One of the fundamental difficulties inherent with the 
century old building of the Indian Museum is its distract-
ing and unuseful height's. In order to c~ it down to con-
venience, in the ~haeological Bays of the Long Gallery p_ 

artificial ceilings have been put up with restrained light-
ing from the top. 

(ii) In cases where objects in low relief are concerned, it 
has been endeavoured ,to !put them on show setting ti~ 
false walls which recall their original setting around stupas. 
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and mupa-railings. This is done in the Amaravati Bay in 
the Indian Museum. 

(iii) In different Galleries with different shades of stone f~ 
Archaeological objects, background colour of the Gallery 
has been so done that the objects are brought out in suffi-
cieni relief. 

,(iv) So far as lighting is concerned, in the showcases in the Art 
Gallery and the Bays in the Archaeology Gallery, each 
one is provided with concealed lighting from the top with 
louvres attached to the false-ceiling. 

(v) In some special cases like the Textile showcases, the older 
mode of display has been completely changed, and shawls 
and other spread items are put on slanting supports, so 
that not only bet~er display-effect is brought out but also 
with the least stain on the pieces and with congestion com-
pletely avoided. 

The Committee are glad to note the steps taken by the Indian 
Museum for the improvement of labeling and method of display. 
'The Committee need hardly stress that continuous efforts should 
be made to ellect further improvements in this direction.. In the 
matter of presentation however, the Committee would like to sug-
gest the use of simple but effective media of display, and use of indig-
onous and less costly materials. 

The Committee also suggest that the working of the Presentation 
Unit of the Indian Museum vis-a-vi.~ its stall strength should be gone 
into with a view to see whether the stall strength is adequate to 
handle the work smoothly and efficiently. 

E. Conservation 

22. The Chemical Untt of the Indian Museum has recently been 
set-up to deal with all kinds of preservation and restoration works 
required for the Museum exhibits. The staff (4 in number) neces-
sary for this Unit has since been recruited. The functions of this 
'Uni1 have been stated to be: 

(i) To renovate the rooms with necessary fittings and fixtures 
for the laboratory; 

(in Purchase of laboratory equipments ~rnitUl'e, chemicals, 
etc. 
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It has geen staJted th~t the c9,Q8etyation laboratory is now func-
tioning with a wide ran~> of activitieS; It is looking to the chemical 
preservation of arcliaeoloii;ical antiquities, like cqp~ and lead coins, 
sculptures, wood-carvings, brol!Zes, etc., while the an,thropological 
(:ollections with a large amount of Qamboo-materiaIs are also receiving 
.attention from it; On this Unit has also devolved the responsibilities 
of maintaining t~e enormous reserve collection. of Art Galleries, 
which comprises ivory 'work, metal-ware, wood~carving etc. Starting 
in May, 1966, the Unit has treated upto the end of J,une 80 objects 
with success. TIiese comprise head-dress of various materials viz. 
cane, palm-leaf, etc., woode~. obje<'ts and earth~n. ware, of the 
anthropological reserve collections. These were cleaned and cleared 
'Of colloIdal dirt ~nd soot. They are also given anti-insect treatment. 

The representative of the Indian Museum stated during evidence 
that the Museum did not possess adequate facilities f'Or the chemical 
treatmenf of the <;.arcasses, fossils and ather exhibin.. He also stated 
that a sum of Rs. 25,000 was required as initial e:s:penditure on the 
Chemical Unit. But this was not available from the Government 
and the Museum was asked to meet· it from the total sanctioned 
budget. 

In a wrl;tten note submitted t'O the Committee it has been stated 
tha't the Cliemical Section which was only set up by the midd.le of 
tliis year (1966) requites to be fully equipped with all necessary 
chemicals, apparatus etc.,' so that it can work satisfactorily and meet 
the large requirements of this Museum for chemical treatment of its 
vast collections of objects like Bronzes" manuscripts, coin'S, textiles, 
ceramics, wood-carvings, Paintings, etc. In, fact, ,this Chemical 
Laboratory at the Indian Museum should !provide for needs for 
chemical treatment of objects for the Museum~ and other similar 
bodies in the eastern part of India. For this, a minimum amount for 
purchase of chemicals and equipments should be made available and 
a minimum number of staff appoimea. At present there is ()nly one 
Assistant Chemist in the grade of Es. 3~75 along with two Labo-
ratory Attendants. It lias been staJted that ihis is a very unsatisfac-
tory staff position in such an important Section of the Indian Museum. 

It has been suggested by a leading museblogist that the Indian 
Museum sliould as sOon as possible have a well-equipped and well-
staffed Conservation Laboratory to serve its own needs and those of 
the Victoria Memorial Iran Museum and ,other museums of the 
Tegion. 

In view'of the fact that the Indian MU5elJIIl is thf! oldest Museum. 
in the country with an extensive collection of objects like bronzes, 
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JDanuseripts, coins, textiles, paintings, etc. which require preservr 
tion and chemical treatment, the Committee feel that the scheme-
of setting up a full-fledged Chemical Section in the Museum shoulcf 
have been processed with a sense of urgeney. The Committee note 
that although the Chemical Unit has started functioning since May, 
1966, it is still poorly equipped in regard to both equipments and 
staft. The Committee need hardly stress that the Conservation 
Laboratory of the Indian Museum should be fully equipped and ful-
ly stafted as early as possible so that it can look after the varied and 
enonnous collections of the Museum as also of the Victoria Memorial 
Hall Museum properly. The Committee also suggest that efforts 
should be made to; get aid from UNESCO or any other international 
agency in this regard. 

They further suggest that the Couservation Laboratory of the-
Indian Museum should also render assistance to the other important 
museums in Calcutta e.g. Victoria Memorial Hall Museum, Asiatk 
Society, Ashutosh Museum, etc. 

F. Educational Facilities 

Educational Programmes 

23. In a written note submitted to the Committee, the Indian 
Museum has enumerated the details of educational programmes 
undertaken by the Museum. Those are reproduced below:-

(i) A series of 12 Popular Lectures in two sessions, Winter and 
Summer, are arranged each year fm: discourses on the 
MUseum collections in the six different Sections, two being: 
aevoted to each. . 

(ii) A course of monthly Discu~ion-seminars has been started 
in the Museum with reading of research papers and dis-
cussions by the Curatorial staff once every month. In 
these Discussion-Seminars outside scholars are also invited 
to participate. 

(iii)1 A programme of publishing Bi-annual Bulletin has been 
started. Two issues of these have already been out in 1966, 
for January and July respectively. This Journal apart 
from giving information about the Museum activities and 
new acquisitions, and interpretation of its vast collections 
by specialists in the form of research articles, also publishes 
the important lectures delivered under Popular Lecture 
series on the subjects relating to the museum collections. 
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(iv) 'The Children's Day which has been instituted in this Museum 
on every Saturday of the week is also an item for Educa-
tional Services organised in the Museum. Each day about 
3 to 4 schools with a limited number of students at a time 
are invited to participate in tMse programmes which 
include special guided tours in the galleries and also educa-
tive film-shows suited to the children. 

(v) A general Guide Service '1:hrough out the week has been 
organised by making the Guide-Lecturers easily available 
in the galleries. Special visits by VIPs. are attended to 
and the latter are received at the Museum. Indications at 
all vantage points have been put up in order to publicise 
the availability of the Guide services. Important delega-
tions are taken round with special care by the Guide-
Lecturers. 

(vi) Publication of Guide Books for all the six Sections, each 
one in three languages, English, Bengali.. and Hindi, has 
also been completed including ine General Guide Book 
covering all the Sections. The Museum has thus about 21 
volumes of Guide Books available to visitors at very cheap 
rates. 

(vii) Casts of coins, sculptures, copper-plates etc. are provided 
to SChools, Colleges and Universities on demand. So far, 
about 1500 casts of coins have been supplied to the Univer-
~ities within the last one year. This work, however, is 
greatly handicawed through dearth of modellers of whom 
there is only one. 

(viii) Extension Lecturers by outstanding scholars are organised 
on special invitation under the auspices of the Educational 
Services of the Museum. 

(ix) Special Exhibitions accompanied by relevant film shows are 
also organised from time to time by the Museum. During 
the last one and half yea~ the following exhibitions 
accompanied by film-shows have been held: 

(a) Indian Ancient Monuments through photographs 
(Sponsored by UNESCO). 

(b) Museums in Elucation (Sponsored by the British 
Council). 

(c) An Exhibition of Modern Art (Sponsored by the Indian 
College of Art). 
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The Committee need hardly stress that 'every museum must 
develop an appropriate programme f. education of the commUDity 
it serves.' They are glad to note the ed.ucatiClD81 programmes start-
ed by the Indian Museum in this regard. They, however, feel that 
ed.ueatioaal programmes shoald be further inteDsified and etreDgth-
~. The Committee think there is coosiderable· scope for holding 
featured exhibitions. symposia and Seminars in collaboration with 
the Universities and Museums in the eastern region. 

lAaison with University of Calcutta, Colleges Schools etc. 

24. It has been stated that as a part of the educational programme 
recently started, the Museum has formulated a scheme to establish 
better contacts with the schools and colleges by inviting them on 
special occasions to participate in its galleries and film shows. 

The number of schools and colleges which have participated so 
far is stated to be as follows:-

(i) From 31-7-1965 to 18-12-1965. 28 schools have participated 
in Children's Programme with 1010 students attending. 

(ii) Owing to unusual conditions of the city during the first 
four months of this year, all scheduled programmes could 
not be executed. As a result, frolP January to July, 1966 

only 17 schools participated in this programme with 613 
students attending. 

(iii) About 15 colleges so far have partiCipated during the yeaa: 
ending 31-3-1966 in the different guided tours round the 
galleries. 

It has further been stated that MuseoloiY Classes are also held 
in the Museum Galleries and in the Lecture Hall of the Indian 
Museum as and when arranged. The Director takes classes of 
Museology as and when requested by the Calcutta University. With 
the establishment of the Chemical Laboratory this facility also will 
be available to the Museology students in future. The Library 6f 
the Indian Museum also is used by the Museology students and is 
available to all research workers. During the last three years on 
an average 8 to 10 students each year, which is the maximum num-
ber of students in the Museology Department, have taken advantage 
of the facility. 

The Study Group of the Estimates Committee which visited 
Indian Museum during June, 1966 had been informed that post-
graduate classes of the Calcutta University in Geology and Ancient 
History etc. were being held in the Museum. Although the Museum 
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had not so far been recognised for the purpose of preparing students 
for their doctorate in these subjects, advice and guidance to research 
workers preparing for the doctorate were made available by the 
Museum informally. 

The Committee are glad to note that there is liaison with the 
Calcutta UniVel'Sity and with other educational institutions at Cal-
cutta in regard the facilities for research and education jn the Indian 
Musemn. They, however, feel that it would be desirable to draw a 
eo-ordinated programme for research in consultation with the 
Victoria Memorial Hall Musemn and the Ashutosh Museum of ih~ 
Calcutta University. Efforts should continue to be made to establish 
regular contads with other universities situated in the Eastern Zone. 

Modelling Department 
25. It has been stated that a Modelling Department has been seot 

up in the Indian Museum in September, 1965 to popularise exhibits 
among schools and colleges. Since its inception the amount of work 
undertaken by the Modelling Department has been tabulated as 
under:-

September 1965 to March 1966 

Plaster Casts : Pes. 

(I) Buddha (Samath) 11 
(2) Jambhala (Nalanda) 19 
(3) Seated Buddha (Nalanda) 4 
(4) Inscription on copper plate 12 
(5) Do. (Ring with seal) I 

(6) Soap stone & terracona . 4 
(7) Coins . 474 
(8) Pedestal of Samath Buddha, Jambhala and Seated " 

Buddha 36 

TOTAL 

Plaster piece-mould: . 

(9) Samath Buddha 
(10) Pedastal ofSamath Buddha 
(II) Seated Buddha and Jamabhala 

TOTAL 

Pes. 

I 

T 

3 



MisceUaneDIU Pcs. 
(12) Model ota showcase wtih mountboard for sales counter I 
(13) Scale drawing of two dummy models for displaying 

choga, etc . 2 

(14) Prepared Pedestal in clay for Samath Buddha I 

(15) Prepared Pedestal in clay for J ambhala & Seated 
Buddha 1 

TOTAL 4 

Wax-mould: Pes. 

Copper plates and Ring . 13 

April 1966 to 29th October, 1966 : 
Plaster Casts : 

(1) Buddha (Samath) . 13 
(2) Jambhala (Nalanda) 13 
(3) Seated Buddha (Nalanda) 3 
(4) Inscription on copper plates 19 
(5) Ring with seal of above plates 2 
(6) Terracotta sealing 4 
(7) Coins . 240 4 
(8) Pedestal of Sarnath Buddha, Jambhala and Seated 

Buddha 27 
(9) A medallion on rail pillar from Bharhut 2 

(10) Head of Buddha (Samatb) 1 

TOTAL 2488 

Plaster piece-mould: 

(II) A mdallion 0:\ nil pillar fro.n B!lIlrhu t 

(12) Buddha (Chittagong dt.) 

(13) Plaster & Plastacin piece-mould 

TOTAL 

Wax-mould: 

(14) Copper Plates & Ring 

1 
(under 
progress) 

1 

3 

21 
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... Tlvfiscellaneous .' 

(IS) Repaired Broken vases . .. 
The sales proceeds of this Department since its inception have 

'been stated as follows year-wise: 

1965-66 
1966-67 

Rs. 

351 . 00 

1,211.00 

It has been further stated that there is only one Madeller in this 
Department: This staff strength is far from adequate. The Depart-
ment should have a minimum of the following staff to meet its bare 
:requirements: 

(i) Two Modellers in the scale of Rs. 210-425. 

(Ii) One Moulder in the scale of Bs. 150--240. 

The Committee feel that the Modelling Department of the Indian 
Museum can go a long way in establishing better contacts between 
the Indian Museum on the one hand and colleges and schools on the 

.other as many edgcatiow institutions would like to have these casts 
and moulds which have great educative value. Furthermore, this 
Department can help in aagmentiDg the revenues· of the Indian 
Museum by sale of plaster casts, wax-moulds. etc. The Committee 
therefore suggest that the Ministry of Education may review the 
needs for staff vis-a-vis the work-load of the Department. 

Publicity 

26. The Committee halVe been informed that in order to publicise 
the activities of the Indian Museum, Press releases, Radio-broadcasts 
have been arranged whenever any new galleries of the Indian 
Museum are inaugurated or new activities are held. ' The following 
are some of the occasions when such publicity arrangements were 
done:-

(i) On the occasion of the inauguration of the Nahar Gallery 
of Oriental Art by the Governor of West Bengal on the 
3rd January, 1966, Press releases were made and news 
flashed in the newspapers of India. This was commented 
on under the news comments over All-India Radio. 

(ii) On the occasion of the inauguration of the Musical Ins-
truments Gallery on the 25th July, 1966, representatives 
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of the Press were invited to a preview, and the inaugati~~ 
ceremony was reported in the newspapers, most of whic:h 
also published photographs of the new Gallery. 

" . (iii) The opening of the new Introd1J.ctory Gallery of Pre-and 
proto-history collections on the 8th September, 1966, was 
also similarly publicised through the Press who were in-
vited as usual for preview. This was also published in 
the leading papers with photographs of the Gallery. 

(iv) Besides, new and outstanding acquisitions by the Museum 
are occasioriaIly flashed over the newspapers with full 
description and interpretation of objects so acquired. The 
Films Division of the Ministry of Information BI!ld Broad-
casting took shots on the 25th February, 1966 of the items 
newly acquired by the Museum and televised programmes 
on these were also arranged by them. 

(v) Occasional shots of the Gallery and its important objects 
are also encouraged and done by the Films Division for its 
Documentary Films. A recent such shooting was aIlTang-
ed by the Tourist Department for "Calcutta and its places 
of interest". 

(vi) Series of radio interviews for recording and broadcasting 
were made recently on tlie various collections of thp 
Indian Museum in which the Director and a 'few curators 
participated. 

\ 

(vii) Speciall talks on iIlJ.POl'tant monUillents and collections re-
lating to these monuments were broadcast over the radio 
by the Director and the Curatorial staff. 

(viii) A talk in Hindi on the Indian Museum and its collections. 
was also l"ecently broadcast over the radio. 

Exhibitions 

21. It has been stated that the Indian, Museum takes part in 
exhibitions of cultural interest in India and abroad. It has partici-
pated in the following exhibitions held in India: 

(i) Exhibition of Monuments in India in photographs (spon-
sored by the UNESCO). 

(ii) Exhipition on MUseums in Education (Sponsored by the 
British Council). . . 

(iii) Exhibition of Modem Paintings (organised fotDefeIlCe' 
Funds)~ 
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It has also participated in exhibitions abroad on Indian Art as-
I below: 

(i) Exhibition of Indian Art m' Japan in 1962-63. 

(ii) Exhibition of Indian Art in U.S.A. in 1963-~. 

(ill) Exhibition of Indian Art in West .~rm.any in 1964. 

Publications 

28. The details of the publications brought out - by the Indian 
Museum during the last 5 years ha:Ve 'been stated to be as follows:-

1962-63 
Guide Book for Anthropology Gallery (Hindi) 

1963-64 
Guide Book for Art Gallery (Bengali) . 
Guide Book for Anthropology Gallery (Bengali) 
Guide Book for Geology Gallery (Engl!sh) 
Guide Book for Botany Gallery (Bengali) 
Guide Book for Botany Gallery (Hindi) 
General Short Guide Book (Bengali) . 
General Short Guide Book (Hindi) 
PictUre Postcards for Geology Gallery 
Annual Report (1960-61) 

Annual Report (1961-62) 

1964-65 
Guide Book for Art Gallery (Hindi) 
Guide Book for Archaeology Gallery (Hindi) 

• Abanin~r:math Tagore-His early Works (Album) Revised 
Edmon. - . _. _ . _ 

Royal Conquests & Cultural Migration in South and Deccan 

Price 
Rs. 

. 1'00 

2'75 
1'25 
1·85 
0'55 
0·60 
1'30 

1'25 
0'40 

Not for 
sale 

- Do. 

(Reprinted}-SivaramamUrti 8· 00 

Annual Repon (1962-63) . Not for 
sale. 

1965-66 
Guide Book for Archaeology Gallery (Bengali) I' 25 
Guide Book for Zoology Gallery (English) 1'15 
Guide Book for GeolOgy Gallery (Hindi) I . 00 

Indian Museum Bulle9n (Vol. 1, No. I) 5'00 

Picture Folders from Tagore Album (13 kinds oipictures) 0'40-
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-,:¢6-67 
Guide Book for Geology (Bengali) 
Indian Museum Bulletin (Vol. I, No.2) 
Annual Report (1963-64) & (1964-65) . 

PictUre Postcards (Art & Archaeology) 6ltinds 

Price 
Rs. 

1'00 

5'00 

Not for 
sale. 

Price not 
yet fixed. 

"'The future plans for publications halVe been stated to be as follows:-

(8) Series of Monographs as detailed below:-
(i) The Vanishing and Extinct Birds and Mammals of Indian 

by Shri Ajit Kumar Mukherjee, Zoologist, Zoological Sur-
vey of India. 

(ii) Mughal Miniatures: Its origin and character by Dr. 
Niharranjan Ray, Director, Indian Institute for Advanced 
Studies, Simla. 

(iii) The Wood Plants of India by Shri V. S. Agrawal, Assist-
ant Curator, Botanical Slection. Indian Museum. 

(iv) Chamba Rumal by Shri A. K. Bhattacharyya, Director, 
Indian Museum . 

.(b) Picture Folders and Picture Postcards: 

(i) One set of six Picture Postcards in Colour for Anthro-
pology. 

(ii) One set of six Picture Postcards in colour for Zoology. 

(iii) One set of six. Pictures Postcards in colour for Art. 

(iv) One set of Picture Postcards in black and white for 
Archaeology. 

(v) One set of Picture Folders for Anthropology. 

'(vi) One set of Picture Folders for Art. 
(c) Bulletin: 

(1) Subsequent volumes of the Bi-annual Bulletin of the. 
Indian Museum. 

Catalogues and Hand Books 
(i) Revised Edition of Catalogue of coins Vol. L 

.(H) Revised Edition of Catalogue of coins VoL U. 
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(iii) Revised Edition of Catalogue of coins Vol. III. 

(iv) Revised Edition of Catalogue of coins Vol. IV. 

(v) Revised Edition of the Hand Book of Sculptures (Vol. 1-
Sunga). 

(vi) Revised Edition of the Hand Book of Sculptures (Vol. II-
Gamihara). 

(vii) Catalogue of Sculptures of Kushana period. 

(viii) Catalogue of Sculptures of the Gupta period. 

(ix) Catalogue of Sculptures of the Post-Gupta period. 

(x) Catalogue of Brones. 

(xi) Catalogue of Textiles. 

(xii) Catalogue of Paintings. 

The Publication Unit of the Indian Museum looks after the work 
-involved in bringing out the publications. The Unit at present con-
:slsts of three members of stilff as foIlows:-

Publication Superintendent 

Proof Reader 

Copy holder 

1 

1 

1 

The Unit has also entered into exchange programmes with differ-
.ent museums both in India and abroad. 

The Committee commendl the steps taken to publicise the activi-
ties of the Indian Museum through- Press releases, radio broadcasts, 
.documentaries, radio talks, etc. They also note that Indian Museum 
has taken part in exhibitions of cultural interest in India and abroad. 
The Committee need hardly point out that it is mainly through the 
publications like news-letters, bulletins, monographs, hibliographies. 
inexpensive prints, etc. that the Museum could be better known to 
.a larger public not only within the country but also outside its 
limits. The Committee would urge that a phased programme of 
bringing out essential publications by Indian Museum as well as 
other Central Government Museums should be drawn up and strict-
ly adhered to. 

In view of the exteasive publieationsand publicity aetlvities 
undertaken by the Museutn. the Committee suggest that the ques-
:tion of strengthening the publicity IPublication Unit in the Indian 
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M1I8e1IDl may be coosidend. The Committee also reeommend that 
COIII:el1ed elforta &booJ.d be made to promote the sales of the publi-
cations brought out by the Indian Museum in India as well as abroad. 
The Committee "!ould also like to stress that the Publication Unit 
should, as far as possible, be self-supporting and if necessary special 
grants should also be made to make it purposeful. 

Library 

29. It has been stated that the Central Museum Library caters to. 
the needs primarily of the members of staff of the Museum though 
scholars from the Calcutta and other Universities, and other research 
workers and students make full use of it as a reference Library. 

The nucleus of this Library has been formed by the collection of 
Art books which were transferred to the Directorate of the Museum 
on integration of the Art Section with it. The Library thus recon-
stituted in 1965 is housed in a spacious hall on the top floor of the 
main Museum Building, provides sitting accommodation for research 
workers, in addition to providing facilities for general readers for 
reference work. Under an exchange programme of publications. the 
Library receives pUblications from different institutions both at 
home and abroad and gets books on temporary loan under an inter-
library loan system, for the use of scholars etc. The staff consists 
of an Assistant Librarian and a Library peon. 

The Committee have been informed during evidence that the 
Indian Museum has prepared a scheme to develop the Library into a 
larger Library, including scientific books also, so that research in 
other scientific sections could also be carried out. 

The Committee recommend that adequate facilities should be 
developed in the Library of the Indian Museum to meet the grow-
ing needs of 'Students and research workers. They feel that the 
Library should be properly staKed and should be in the charge of 
a trained Librarian. 

The Committee also suggest that a phased programme for the 
development of the Library may be drawn up and bnplemented. 

Visitors 

30. The : Committee have been informed that the Indian Museum 
is open on all days except three national holidays and Mondays 
which are weekly closed days for the Museum. Opening hours are 
from 10 hrs. to 17 hrs. from March to November and from 10 hrs. 
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to 16-30 hrs. from December to February. Admission to the Museum 
is free for all days except on 'Fridalys on which entrance fee of 
'25 Paise per head is charged. Certified students and children under 
12 years are exempted from paying entrance fees on Fridays. 

Asked to state the number of visitors to Indian Museum during 
each of the last five years, the Committee have been informed in a 
written note that since there is no system of levying entrance fees 
for visitors on any day, except Friday, it is not possible to give 
an exact and accurate number of visitors to the Museum. By cal-
culation based on the number of visitors on Fridays from April 
1965 to March 1966 an average number for one complete year can 
be anived at. This figure is 1,000 to 1.200 per day on an average. 
The income from the entrance fees charged from the visitors for the 
last five years is as follows:-

1961-62 Rs. 12,967.25 p. 

1962-63 Rs. 12,196.25 p. 

1963-64 Rs. 8,601.75 p. 

1964-65 Rs., 14,325.75 p. 

1965-66 Rs. 12,210.75 p. 

It has further been stated that there is no Suggestion Book or 
Complaint Book to record the comments of the visitors. Any sug-
gestions or complaints. however, communicated to the office are 
attended to as far as possible. 

, The Committee feel that proper day to day record of the number 
of visitors to the Indian Museum should 1¥l kept by the Museum. 
They also feel that there should be a uniform practice for admission 
of visitors to all the Central Government Museums. ~n this con-
nection the Committee note that the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum 
charges an admission fee of 25 paise for adults aad 12 paise for 
children below the age of 7 years on all working days except Friday 
when double fee is charge!I. The Committee suggest that the fea-
sibility of introducing a similar scale of admission fee in the Indian 
Museum and all other museums may be considned by Government. 

The Committee also desire that a complaint or suggestion book 
should be kept at the Museum where the visitors could register their 
views and impressions about the Museum. 
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G. rmance 
Financial Assistance 

31. The quantum of financial assistance received by the Indian 
Museum during Second Plan and Third Plan from various sources 
is indicated in the statement given below:· 

(i) Central Govt. (ii) State Govt. (iii) Trust Fund 

Lecture Up-keep Entry Other 
Grant of Nahar fees Misc. 

Gallery collections 

Rs. Rs. Rs. R&- Rs. 
Second Plan Period 

1956-57 Figures not readily available. 

1957-58 · 1,58,755'00 . 4,800'00 744'00 11,701 '00 1,171'00 

1958-59 · 1,62,830 '00 4,800'00 835'00 10,886'50 1,947'00 
1959-60 1,54,236'00 4,800'00 744'00 10>434'5° 1,164'00 

47>400 '00. 

1960-61 1,61,300 '00 4.800 '00 744'00 11,357' 50 85°'00 
· 1>40,799'00"'· 

TOTAL · 8,25,320 '00 19,200'00 3067'00 44,379'5° 7,132 '00 

Third Plan Period 
1961-62 2,°3,934'00 4,800'00 744'00 12,967"25 1,984"00 

IM,7oo·00*"'· 
1962-63 4,53,900"00 744'00 12,196"25 3,682"00 
1963-64 4,13,300 "00 2>400 '00 744"00 8,601'75 7,776"00 
1964-65 4,53,000'00 2,400'00 744'00 14,325 "75 51,262"00 
1965-66 5>47.738 '00 627"00 12,210'75 2,313'00 

TOTAL 22,52,772" 00 9,600"00 3,603"00 60,301 '75 67,017"00 
- AdditiODal Grant for Public:atiODS, Lecture Hall and Pbotographic cquipments 

improvement of Art Section and purchase of Art objects" 
--Additional Grant for E1ectrical worts and 2nd Lift Rs. 1,08,143"00 and the 

balance for Publications and bener sitting accommodation. 
* **Additional Grant for improvement for Art Section Rs. 60,000"00, Publication~ 

Rs. 50,000/-, Photography and Chemical Units Rs. 34/-700/-, etc. 
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The details of the (i) Budgetary proposals submitted by the-

Indian Museum; and (ii) Actual amount sanctioned by the CentraJ. 
Government during the Second and Third Plan are as follows:-

Period 
Budget 

Proposals submitted' 
Actual 

Amount sanctioned 

Rs, 
Second Plan Period-

1956-57 Figures not readily available. 

1957-58 Normal ' 
Fresh Charge 
Acquisition of 

United Service 
Club Building 

M/Tax 

1958-59 Normal' 
Fresh Charge 
M/Tax 

1959-60 Normal 
Fresh Charge 
M/Tax , 

IC}60-61 Normal 
Fresh Charge 
Mrrax 

Third Plan Period 

1961-62 Normal 
Fresh Charge 
Mrrax 

1,17,400 Recurring 
1,53,500 Non-Recurring 

1,14,900 Recurring 
2,51,900 Non-Recurring 

16>300 

1,33,600 Recurring 
2,77,100 Non-Recurring 

16>300 

1,29,100 Recurring 
4,18,000 Non-Recurring 

16,300 

1,91,300 Recurring , 
7,80,300 Non-Recurring 

16,300 

Rs. 



"Period 

1962-63 

1963-64 

1964-65 

1965-66 

Budget 
Proposals' submitted 

RI. 
Normal' 2,02,800 
Fresh Charge 5,05,800 
M/Tax' , 16,300 

7,24,900 

Normal 3,01,700 
Fresh Charge 2,42,000 
M/Tax 16,300 

5,60,000 

Normal 3,10,200 
Fresh Charge 2,13,700 
M/Tax . 16,300 

5>40,200 

Normal ".',. 3,41,400 
Fresh Charge '11,77,138 
M/Tax 16,300 

15,34,838 

ActUal 
Amount sanctioned 

RI. 
Recurring 

Recurring' 

Recurring 

Recurring 

During the current financial year, the Government has sanctioned 
a sum of Rs. 5 lakhs as grantil~in-aid to the Indian Museum for its 
maintenance and development as against the sum of Rs. 16,29,400 
budgeted by the Trustees. Asked during evidence, how it was ex-

-pected to meet the shortage, the representative of the Indian Museum 
stated, "We would ask for supplementary grants." ,Further asked 
what were the main items ~hich were cut off due,to lesser grants, 
the witness replied that, "Only the expenditure has been cut' down, 
not the items.-

The Committee find that there is a wide gap between the budget· 
ary proposals submitted by the Indian MIIIeUDl ud the IUIlO1IIIts 
'lBDdioned by the Central Govemmea.t during the last 110 maDY years. 
Although the Commi«eerea1ise that the amounts have to be lBDe-
tiODed by the Central Go~~t subject to the ov~-aU fiDandal 
resourees, they feel that eV8)' eare should be taken by GovernmeDt 
to see that tile MSeDtial items of work are Dot held up due to paadty 
... funds. The Committee would like to Stress - that· the Indian 
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lMuseum..Qari from being the oldest, is the biggest multipurpose 
IIIlU5eUID in the country with vast and varied collection of materials, 
'rare manuscripts and records. The Committee feel that this Museum 
,.eeserves to be properly developed so that it can take its rightful 
place as the National Museum for the Eastern Zone. In the opinion 
of the Committee there should not be much disparities in financial 
~ from the Central Government between this Museum. and the 
::National M1UIeum. at New Delhi . 

. P!an Provisions 

32. In a written note submitted to the Committee by the Indian 
'Museum, it has been stated that no provision was made ill the 
~Second Five Year Plan for developmental works in the Indian 
Museum. A sum of Rs. 75,000 was provided in the second year of 
the Third Five Year Plan, but this amount was surrendered due to 
national emergency. In the Fourth Five Year Plan, a total sum of 
::Its. 10,00,000 has been provided for the Indian Museum. 

A sum of Rs. 2.50 lakhs has been sanctioned for the current year 
>under the provisions of the Fourth Five Year Plan for the following 
:purposes:- . 

(i) PaIY and Allowances etc. of the staff of Archaeological and 
Anthropological Galleries transferred to the Indian 
Museum. 

(ii) Setting up new galleries, Museums workshop, mobile unit, 
improvement of lighting and display arrangements, publi-
cation and printing machines. 

(iii) Purchase of Godrej Iron Safes and Renovation of Musical 
instruments. . 

In the written note furnished to the Committee the Indian 
aluseum has stated as under:-

"The developmental programmes of the Museum including 
the galleries transferred since September, 1965, suffered 
considerably in the absence of adequate funds in the first 
year of the Fourth Five Year Plan. The following items 
of work received a set-back and were delayed to some 
extent:-

(i) The setting up of the Chemical Unit which is so essen-
tial for the preservation of Museum Objects could not 
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be set up until Mary, 1966 and this also was handicapped" 
greatly for purpose of materials and equipment since the 
funds required, viz. Rs. 25,000, was not available. 

(ii) The setting up of the Jewellery Gallery of Anthro-
pology Gallery could not be taken up in view of the 
shortage of funds as the setting up of such a Gallery re-
quires adequate security measures like Roll-top steel 
shutters, iron gates and unbreakable glass-cases for this 
type of valuable objects. 

(iii) The Children's Gallery also could not be tak.:n up im-
mediately as the funds available were not quite ade-
quate. 

(iv) In view of the non-provision of adequate funds the required 
equipment like Linhoff camera, projecto.' etc, could not be 
procured and no progreBS could be made in the Photo Sec-
tion. It is also necessary that we should have adequate 
basic Photography material like Photo paper, chemical~ 

. etc. for supply of photos to public and for record of photo-
graphs of Museum objects. For this, adequate provision of 
funds is necessary, 

(v) The Modelling Section could not be set up in view of the· 
shortage of funds and staff. Normal necessary equip-
ments like rubber moulds, special lights etc. could not 
be purchased, with the result that much of publi~ 
demand for plaster casts and models could not be met 
nor our day-to-day work carried on in the absence or 
adequate staft' to help the only one Technical Assistant 
(Modelling) looking after the Modelling Section. 

(vi) The progress of setting up the Pre-and Proto-history 
Gallery along with the Egyptian Gallery could not be 
made sufficiently except a part of the Pre-history Gallery 
-The Introductory Gallery-for paucity of funds. 

So far as the provision of the Fourth Plan is concerned it is' 
not at all adequate. Since the taking over of the galleries, 
there are large collections of almost irreplaceable and valu-
able objects which require rehabilitation in the galleries_ 
These objects were stored in the cellars on account of dis-
mantling of a few galleries while space was vacated for the-
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Civil Defence Organisation in connection with the Chinese 
aggression, in 1962. Some of these galleries are: Insects 
Gallery, Invertebrate Gallery, the Egyptian Gallery, the 
pre-and Proto-history Gallery, the Gallery for Excavated 
Materials and the Gallery for Physical Anthropology and 
a part of Gallery for Cultural Anthropology. Unless ade-
quate funds are available some of these galleries cannot be 
arranged and opened, with the consequence that the re-
lated objects may deteriorate in'the stores and cellars. For 
this also an accessory workshop. Carpentry, a unit of show-
case designers etc. have to be set up which require at least 
minimum funds. This is more necessary as the normal 
sanctioned Annual Budget is curtailed to nearly 1/3 of the 
original estimated expenditure." 

ThE> details of the amounts already sanctioned for some of the 
new projects, the target dates of completion and the proposals of staff'-
ing them may be seen at Appendix V. 

The Committee realise that the question of providing funds in the 
Fourth Five Year Plan so far as the Indian Museum is concerned, 
has to be considered in a wider perspective, i.e. provision of funds for 
the development of other Museums and the over-all finances avail-
able. However, the Committee are unhappy to note that adequate 
attention has not been paid towards the development of those 
Museums in the country whiclt can claim the status of National 
Museums in their respective regions. The Committee feel that for 
allocating funds to the various MU!IIeIUIDS, there should be a system of 
priorities and funds should be provided to those sections first which 
can be made self-supporting and can augment the revenues of the 
Museums. In the opinion of the Committee the Modelliug, Photogra-
phy and the Publication Units conId be suitably developed so that 
they could bring in revenues by the sale of their products. Next in 
order of priority· comes the Chemical Unit which is so essential for 
conservation and preservation of invaluable and rare objects. 

The Committee suggest that the question of provision of funds for 
the developmental works of the Museums should be gone into in aD 
its aspects by Government in consultation with the Planning Com-
mission and an order of priorities laid down for the development pro-
grammes to be undertaken by the Mnseums in futUre. 

Percentage of revenues spent on acquisitwn, administration etc. 

33. The percentage of revenue spent on acquisition, administration 
repairs to the building, etc. by the Indian Museum during each of the 



4.6 

last 5 years has been stated to as follows:-

Head 1961- 1962- 1963- 1964- 1965- Grants 
62 63 64 65 66 for 

Deve-
0; 01 01 % % lopmcnts ;0 0 10 

0 ' 10 

(I) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) . 
(0 Acquisition 21 

(ii) Administration 83 72 69 70 70 
(iii) Repairs to Bldg. 8'5 24 27 26 24 
(iv) Preservation 
(v) Presentation 2 

(vi) Publications 31 
(vii) Research 

(viii) Municipal Tax 8'5 4 4 4 4 
(ix) Photography : 20 
(x) Reorganisation 

28 of Art Section 

The Committee are distressed to note that during the last five 
years, the Indian Museum has not incurred any expenditure under 
the heads "Acquisition, Preservation, Publications and Research, and 
even the expenditure incurred on Presentation during 1,965-66 has 
been rather insignificant.* The Committee are particularly unhappy 
that the bulk of the expenditure is being incurred on Administration. 
The Committee cannot too strongly emphasise the need for the 
balanced development of the Museum under different heads like Ac-
quisition, Preservation, Presentation, etc. 

• At the time of factual verification, the Ministry have stated as follows : 
" ...... the following amounts were ~pent from t he Trust Funds for publications 

and purchase of art objects during the period : 

Head 1961-62 1962-6, 1963-64 1964-65 • 1965-66 

R •. Rs. Rs. 
Publications 1,708 10,028 26,767 
Purchase of Art 

Objects 15,907 

As no Government grant was received for the above items during the said periods. 
percent8j!e of revenues spent on them could not be shown in the statement which was 
meant for the Government grants only." 
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THE ASIATIC SOCIETY, CALCUTTA 

Origin 

34. On the 15th January, 1784 through the exertions of Sir William 
Jones,· a Puisne Judge of the then Supreme Court at Fort William 
in Bengal 'and a distinguished scholar and linguist, a meeting was 
held at the premises of the court under the Presidentship of Sir 
Robert Chambers, Kt., Chief Justice, Supreme Court. At that meet-
ing a resolution was passed unanimously for establishing a Society 
under the name of the "Asiatick Society" for enquiring into "the 
HiStory, Civil and Natural., the Antiquities. Arts, Sciences, and Lite-
rature of Asia." Thirty leaders of the European Community then 
settled in Calcutta who took part in the meeting became the founders 
of the Society and later on became the leading officers of the East 
India Company in India. Among them were some of the principal 
contributors to the pages of the Society's Transactions. 

The name "k.iatick Society" continued in use up to the begin-
ning of 1825. 

In 1825 the antique "K" was dropped without any fonnal resolu-
tion having been passed to that effect. In 1829 the Royal Asiatic 
Society of Great Britain and Ireland was established and that Society 
requested the Asiatic Society to be affiliated to that organisation but 
the Society declined that offer with thanks. The Literary Society 
of Bombay set up in 1806 was affiliated to the London Society under 
the designation of "The Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society." 

·Jones, Sir William, orientalist, was born in London, 28th September 1746, and 
from Harrow pas.ed in 1764 to University College, Oxford, where hi. remarkable attain-
ments attracted attention. In 1774 he was called to the bar; and in 1776 became Com-
missioner of Bankrupts, publishing meanwhile a Persian Grammar (1772), Latin Com-
mentaries on Asiatic Poetry (1774), and a translation of .even anceint Arabic poems (1780). 
In 1783 he obtained a judgeship in the Supereme Court of Judicature in Bengal, and 
was knighted. He at once devoted himself to Sanskrit, whose startling resemblance to 
Latin and Greek he was the first to point out in 1787. He established the Asiatic Society 
of Bengal (1784), and was its first President. He had finished his translation of the 
SakuntaJa, the Hitopadesa, parts of the Vedas, Gitagovinda and Manu, when he died 
at Calcutta, 27th April, 1794- The reputation of Sir William Jones during his lifetime 
was immense. The extraordinary range of his knowledge caused him to be regarded as 
a prodigy of learning. He is said to have known thirteen languages thoroughly and 
twenty-eight fairly well. But by posterity he is chiefly remembered as the pioneer of 
<;anskrit I earning. 

47 
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In 1832 the Society accorded pennission to Mr. James Prinsep· 
to publish Captain J. D. Herbert's Journal "Gleanings in Science" 
under the new name of "Journal of the Asiatic Society". Mr. Prinsep 
in order to distinguish it from the Journal of the Royal Society at 
London added the words "of Bengal" on the title page. The introduc-
tion of the words "of Bengal" was not noticed by the then Council 
oi the Society as no formal permission was taken by Mr. Prinsep to 
add those words. In 1842 when the Council of the Society took upon 
it the responsibility of publishing the Journal, the name "Journal of 
the Asiatic Society of Bengal" had become so very familiar allover 
the world that the title in question was tacitly retained. In the Code 
of Bye-laws of the Society printed ,by the Society in 1851; the words 
"of Bengal" were allowed to stand. 

In 1899, the Council went into the question of resumption of the 
original name of the Society by dropping the words "of Bengal" but 
the general body of Members to whom the matter was referred in 
January 1900. did not approve of the {)roposal of the . Council to the 
effect that the Society should ,be designated simpl,)" as "the Asiatic 
Society". 

The ,Society c.elebrated the 150th anniversary of its foundation on 
the 15th January, 1934, and on that occasion the then President pro-
posed that the Society should apply for a Royal Charter to be known 
under the name and style of "The Royal Asiatic Society of India 
(A'iiatic Society of Bengal)." A formal application to the British 
Crown was submitted through the Viceroy with the result that the 
Royal Permission came in 1936 and since then the Society came to 
be known as "the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal." 

·PRINSEP, JAMES (1799-1840), architect and orientialist, born in 1799, was 
seventh son of John Prinsep, and a younger brot~r of Henry Thoby Priusep. He arrived 
in Calcutt. on 15th September, 1819 and was appointed assistant ... ay-master at the 
Calcutta mint. Prinsep was later appointed assay-master in the Banaras mint, and retained 
that office until that mint was ~bolished in 1830, when he was reappointed to the Cal-
cutta mint as deputy assay-master under Dr. Horace Hayman Wilson. On the 
retirement of the latter in 1832, Prinsep succeeded him as assay-master and Secretary 
to the mint committee at CalCUli.. He retained these appointment' until 1838, when 
owing to his int~nse applicati on to sci~ntific and literary pursuits, in addition to his official 
duties, his health entirely failed, and he was compelled to return to England. He 
died in London on 22nd April, 1840, in his ferty-first year. 

It i. upon his literary work that Primep's fame mainly rests. Shortly after his 
return from Banara. to Calcutta, he had became a frequent contributor to, and 
afterwards, editor of, a periodical called "Gleanings in Science, started by Major Herber" 
a scientific officer in the company's service. Its obiect was to make known in India 
dilCOveries or advances in art and .c;ence made in Europe. This per'od 'cal subsequedy 
became the Joumd of the Asiatic Society of Bangal, of which Prinsep became secretary 
in suc:ceas!on ~o Wilson: From thi. time Prinsep devoted himself largely to the study 
of the ant:'quiues of India, and to deciphering ancient inscriptions, of which copies were 
8ent to him from all parts of India. He su~ed in deciphering certain important in-
ecription. in the Pali language, on pillan at Delhi and Allahabad, which had ba1Iled Sir 
'William Jone., C"lebrooke, and Wilson. 



49 

On th~ suggestion of some members and on the basis of the letter 
'from the Government of Indi:a which was received in July 1949, re-
;commending a change in the name of the Society by clipping the word 
'''Roya:l'' and changing the word Asiatic to 'Asian' the question of a 
further change in the name of the Society was considered but the 
general body of members did not agree to adopt the name "the Asian 
Society" but voted for the adoption of the title "The Asiatic Society" 
at the general meeting held on the 2nd of January, 1950. As the tech-
nical formalities about the alteration in the name in the books of the 
Registrar of Joint Stock Companies, Government of India (who is also 
the Registrar under the Registration Act XXI of 1860) could not be 

·-completed till about the middle of June, 1951, the formal change in the 
.name could not be effected before 1st July, 1951. 

. Building 

35. For twenty years since its Foundation in 1784 the Society had 
'no house of its own. The meetings were held in the Grand Jury 
Room of the old Supreme Court. After the death of Sir William 
.Jones in 1794 some inconvenience was felt in this respect. Besides, 
books, papers, records, etc. had accumulated and required a perma-
nent accommodation. In 1796 the Society resolved that an applica-
tio'o should be made to the Government for the grant of a free site 
for a house and that the members should pay a quarterly subscription 
·of one gold mohur each and entrance fee of two gold mohurs which, 
accumulating for a few years, would yield a sufficient sum to cover 
the expense of building a house. A second application was made in 
1804 for a spot of land at the corner of Pa:rk Street, which had before 
been in the possession of a Riding School but had reverted to Govern-
ment, and in 1805 the Government Granted it with the exception of 
a small portion on the western side. This portion was wo made over 
to the Society by the Government in 1849 and had later on been leased 
..out to Messrs. Standa:rd Vacuum Oil Company, 

In 1805 the Society undertook to have a building for its own use, 
'The bui!dil!g was completed in 1808 and the Society took possession of 
it early that year. 

Although built at the cost, and for the exclusive use of the Society, 
-the building has always been accessible to various literary and scientI-
fic organisations for their activities and their lectures. 

In its rooms the Society had a small, ·but very valuable and select 
-collection of oil paintings and busts, the memorials of many great men' 
'Whose labours contributed so largely to establish and sustain th~ 
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renown of the Society. Many memorials are of a miscellaneous;. 
character and most of them belonged at one time to the studio of~ 
Robert Home, a reI1:ted English artist in India of the first quarter of:' 
the JUneteenth Century, who took an active interest in the affairs of~ 
the Society. Many of the paintings were from his own brush, while· 
among others there were originals by Rubens, Guido, Domenichino, 
Reynolds, Canaletti, and Kettle. From other sources, the Society hac:!< 
received originals by Chinnery, Poe, Daniel, Say etc. The Society's-
collection of paintings and busts may be said to be of rare interest 
in this country. 

For the last fifty five years, the accommodation in that building •. 
though large and commodious, was being felt to be inadequate for' 
the growing needs of the Society. - The question of erecting a new' 
building had been coming up for consideration from time to time in 
1902, 1903, 1911, 1914, 1920, 1921, 1924, 1931, 1946, 1948, 1949, 1950 and' 
1951. No proposal, however, could materialise due to one reason 
or another, the chief among which was the difficulty Of making nece-· 
ssary financial arrangements and of providing accommodation for the' 
Library and office during the period that would be required for the" 
new building to be completed. After a careful consideration of all' 
aspects of the various proposals, the Society at last decided for the· 
erection of a multi-storied building on Society's land at lA, Park 
Street. The construction of the new building was undertaken in stages. 
with the help of grants from the Government of India to the extent: 
of Rs. 111akhs. Although a provision was made for a building of 9' 
storeys, only four storeys have been constructed. As and when funds 
become available, the remaining storeys are to be completed. The 
new building was inaugurated on the 22nd February, 1965, by the Pre-
sident of India The ground floor of the building has been rented: 
out at an annual rent of Rs. 1,20,000. 

Activities and Achievements 

36. The activities and achievements of the Asiatic Society have' 
been stated to be as follows:-

(a) Library and Research 

The Society has built up a very rich and varied Library in fulfll-· 
ment of its special role in the domain of Literary and scientific stu-
dies. It consists of several sections. The General Section comprises 
printed books and manuscripts in European languages numbering' 
more than 1,00,000 volumes. The printed books in this section range-
in date from the latter half of the fifteenth century A.D. and one of: 
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the special features consists in the many items of rare works, other-
wise unavailable, or scarcely available. 

l11e Sanskrit Section comprises printed books and manuscripts in 
Sanskrit and Sanskritic languages. Particularly valuable is the mag-
nificent collection of manuscripts, which range in date from the' 
seventh century AD. Rich and varied in textual contents the collection' 
is an opitome of India's achievements in different spheres of life and 
learning. Every language and every script of India is represented in 
this unique collection, and every aspect of Indological studies as well. 
No less interesting are the manuscripts with fine miniature illustra-
tions which go back as early as the 10th Century A.D. 

The Islamic Section comprises printed books and manuscripts in 
languages of the Islamic world, Arabic, Persian, Turkish, Pushtu, etc. 
The manuscripts in this section range in date from the first quarter of' 
the 12th century A.D. Rich and varied in textual contents they cover 
every branch of Islamic history and learning, a good many of the 
manuscripts being extremely rare and, not unoften, unique. Very 
fine calligraphic writing is a spec1al feature of this collection, while a 
few bear miniature paintings of pleasing quality and style. Some of 
the items in this collection belonged to the Mughal Imperial Library. 

The Sino-Tibetan Section comprises manuscripts and xylographs 
in Chinese and Tibetan. The Chinese manuscripts relate to Chinese 
translation of the Indian Budhist texts, while in the Tibetan group 
the Society has the entire set of the Kangyur and the Bstangyur, 
besides also individual xylographs and manuscripts. 

The Society's Library possesses also manuscripts works in Burmese, 
Siamese. Javanese, etc., and they are interesting for studies in the· 
history and culture of these countries. 

The Copperplates and Coins Section possesses copperplate inscrip-
tions and a few thousands of coins. The copperplates range in date· 
from the 3rd Century B.C. to the 18th Century A.D. and represent' 
important documents for a study of Indian history and culture. Up 
till 1906 the coins acquired by the Society had been made over to 
the Indian Museum and the present collection represents accessions 
after that ciRte. The coins in the Society's collection cover practically 
the whole range of the Indian numismatics from the earliest issues to· 
the latest. 

The Library extends facilities to members of the Society and 
scholars, visiting the Library from difterent States of India and' 
abroad. Books and manuscripts are also lent out. A fully equipped~ 
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~Photographic Section to enable the Society to supply microfilm copies 
at cheaper rates has been set up. 

Out of an annual grant of the West Bengal Government, the 
Society created in 1946 four Research Fellowships for (i) Sanskrit, 
(ii) Buddhistic, (iii) Epigraphic and Numismatic, and (iJv) Islamic 
Studies, named respectively after Sir William Jones, Raja RajendralaI 
Mitra, James Prinsep and R. G. Casey*. Two unitJ; of History of 

,Science, Ancient Period, are working at the Asiatic Society and are 
being given facilities in respect of accommodation and use of the 

;Library. 

(b) Publications 

The most important of the Society's activities is the publication of 
the Bibliotheea Indica which consists of a series of oriental texts in 

'Sanskrit, Arabic, Persian and other Eastern Languages and their 
translations. This series now covers several hundreds of individual 
works. It was under the initiative of this Society that studies in 
Tibetan and Tibetology were first initiated. 

In addition to the above, several orieIlltal works have been pub-
lished either with the aid, or under the supervision of this Society. 
Moreover, a large number of reports on the search for manuscripts 
have come out under the superintendence of the Society and they have 
heen instrumental in resuscitating the varied literature of the Indians 
from oblivion. The Society also publishes a journal (Journal of the 

~ Asiatic Society), Biblographs and Monographs. 

(c) Exhibitions 

The Society also organises exhibitions of rare books and manus-
"cripts. Exhibition of rare books and manuscripts were organised in 
1963-64 in connection with the visits of foreign delegates. The 
Society sent seven manuscripts to the exhibitiC1n headed by the 26th 
International Congress of Orientalists at New Delhi. An exhibition 
on the life and works of Dr. Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan, Dr. Albert 
Schweitzer and Sri Nandalal Bose (recipients of Rabindranath Tagore 
Birth Centenary Plaques for the year 1962, 1963 and 1964) was 
organised on the occasion of the inauguration ceremony of the new 
building in February 22, 1965. 

(d) Museum 

As early as 1837 the Society proposed to the Government for thE' 
establishment of a Public Museum at Calcutta. The proposal was 

*Rt. 1:100. Richard G. Casey was Governor of Bengal during 1944-46. At 
present he IS Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Ausrralia. 
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.repeated in 1857 and it was further strengthened by the offer of i4;. 
-own coUections if the Government would be agreeable to establish 
an Imperial Museum at Calcutta. After protracted negotiations the 
Government agreed to found a Public Museum at Calcutta and the 
Indian Museum of Calcutta came into ,being by the Act of 1866. The 
Society made over its valuable collections to form the nucleus of this 
Museum. It was the Asiatic Society which had built up a Museum 
of varied interests pertain:i.ng to all branches of sciences and humani-
ties and but for its persistent activities the Indian Museum would 
not have come into being, nor could i.t have reached its present posi-
1ion but for the Society's voluntary offer of its own substantial collec-
tions. It is to be noted that the Asiatic Society did the pioneering 
work for the setting up of museums in India. 

{e) Scientific Studies 

Being one of the oldest scientific institutions in the world, the 
Asiatic Society is said to have initiated scientific researchs in India on 
western lines. The Society's Transactions and Journal constituted; 
the principal channels of communication for studies in Mathematical 
and Physical Sciences (including meteorology, tidal observatiOns, 
laws of storms, electrical researches, etc.) Geology (stratiographical 
:and dynamical), and in Mineralogy, Zoology, Botany (including Pala-
eo-Botany), Geography, Ethnology, Chemistry, etc. The Centenary 
volume of the Society, published in 1885 in Commemoration of the 
completion of its hundred years of existence, summarises the activi-
ties of the Society in scientific researches and the Journal and 
Memories, published since then, cD'ntinue the tradition already esta-
blished. Every branch of scientific activity in India owed its start 
to the Asiatic Society which had made important and va1uable con-
1ributions in every field. 

(f) Humanistic Studies 

It goes to the credit of the Asiatic Society that it started and ini-
tiated investigations, on modern lines, on every aspect of humanistiC 
studies in India In the field of language, Literature and Philology 
it has made the most important contributions, so also in History, Art 
and Archaeology in Epigraphy, Palaeograpby and Nunismatics, in 
Religion, Philosophy and Folk-lore, etc. It is to the exertions of the 
Asiatic SoCiety that Europe owes the discovery of Sanskrit and the 
birth of the science of Comparative Philology. The reconstruction 
of the HiStory of India, her institutioIlS-5OCial and religio~nd, to 
a certain extent, of the History of Asia and Asiatic lore has largely 
been the result of the activities of the Asiatic Society. Indian archae-
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ology owes much to the Asiatic Society and it was through the-
Society's contributions that the grant and magniflcient monuments of' 
India and of neighbouting countries came to be known to the outside-
world. The Asiatic Society started epigraphical and palaeographica1 
studies and such studies became surely founded by the deciphennent 
of he Brahmi script by James Prinsep in 1837 at the Asiatic Society. 
This is also the case with reference to numismatic studies. 

(g) PTeseroation and Cataloguing: 

A study Group of the Estimates Committee visited the Museum 
of the Asiatic Society on the 25th June, 1966 and were greatly im-
pressed by the collection of rare and invaluable manuscripts, plates, 
copper plates, coins, et-::. Tibetan Xylographs, paintings and printed 
books and journals relating to various subjects on Indology including 
Buddhistic, Islamic, Numismatic and epigraphic studies. 

It was, however, brought to the notile of the Study Group that 
with a view to preserve the old manuscripts, air-conditioning of. 
rooms was considered to be a necessity, but in the absence of suffi-
cient funds at the disposal of the Society it had not been possible to 
do so. It was stated that a proposal had been submitted to the (':rOv-
ernment of India through the West Bengal Government and the 
matter was receiving consideration. The Study Group were further 
infonned that in the absence of a trained full-time Curator, the con-· 
dition of the old valuable manuscripts was deteriorating. The Study 
Group noted that there was no uptodate catalogue of the articles 
kept in the Society Museum, but efforts were being made to prepare' 
an uptodate catalogue as early as possible. 

Finance 

37. The Society is running with a deficit budget. The recurring 
expenditure is met mainly from the membership fee and the rental 
income which is received by the Society for letting out a portion of 
its bUilding. The Budget Estimates for 1966 show on the revenue 
side Rs. 1,54,500 and on the expenditure side Rs. 2,56,820.84. 

Besides receiving grants from the State Government, the Society.' 
has received grants from the Central Government the details of 
which are given in Appendix VI. 

The financial difficulties of the Socity have been highlighted in 
its Annual Report for 1965 in the following terms: 

"The high rates and the ever increasing expenses of the 
Society have been a cause for worry to the Council. In~ 
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order to augment the inoome of the Society almost the 
whole of the ground floor has been let out to the Central 
Bank of India and Messrs. Singer Sewing Machine Com-
pany. We appreciate the help We have received from the 
Government of India and the Government of West Bengal. 
The Society, however, is not yet in a position to support 
itself and the Council may find it necessary to approach 
the Government again for financial help in order to enable 
it to .:arry on its normal activities, and to take up new 
schemes of scholarly work." 

_Pay Scales 

38. The Study Group of the Estimates Committee which visited 
the Asiatic Society in June, 1966 were informed that the pay of the 
staff was very low. It has been represented to the Committee that 
"there has not been any substantial change in the scale of pay of the 
staff as introduced in 1947. Bearer, peon, mali, sweeper, etc. get 
Rs. 20 p.m. as their basic salary; Office Assistants get Rs. 60 and 
Rs. 75 p.rn. as their basic salary. The pay of the worker serving the 
Society for 16-17 years does not even amount to Rs. 70. The Libra-
rian, the Deputy Librarian and the Assistant Librarians get Rs. 300, 
Rs. 200 and Rs. 125 respectively as basic salary per month; the Sup-
erintendent gets Rs. 250 and the Publication Assistant gets Rs. 125 
at their initial stages." 

During the course of evidence, the representative of the Ministry 
of Education admitted that the pay scales of the staff were very low. 
-So far as aid was concerned, he stated that the "Government of India 
will always be prepared to consider a legitimate request. But of 
course the Society ultimately should stand on its own legs. That 
is the view that is normally taken." He further stated that until a 
year ago, the Government of India had a representative on the 
'Society but the representative was withdrawn inasmuch as the 
So~iety's meetings were held every month and the attendance of a 
representative of the Central Government would b.ave cost Rs. 6000 
per annum. Moreover the Government of India had already given 
-quite a substantial financial aid, and it was felL that the 'Society 
'should be in a position to look after itself better.' 

The Committee are unhappy that a society like the Asiatic 
Society, which has been a pioneer institution in the field of scientific 
'and humanistic studies in this country for more than a century and 
naif, and has fostered the first museum in India, has not received 
~mcient and legitimate encouragement from the Government. 
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In view of the Iact that the Society is running at a deficit and has 
no sources of income other than the income from the rent that it re-
ceives, the Committee feel that the Government should render ade-
quate financial assistance to it by way of maintenance grant. The 
very fact that the Society has been compelled to let out a portion of 
its building on rent goes to show that it stands in dire need of finan-
cial assistance. The Ministry of Education which has the primary 
responsibility for fostering the growth of the museums and of learn-
ed societies, in this country should take more acti\'e interest in fost-
ering the activities of the Society. 

The Committee regret to learn that the Union Government have 
withdrawn its representative on the Council of the Society to save 
B.s. 6000 per annum to be spent for sending an official from Delhi. 
The Committee feel that the Governmenf could have nominated as 
their representative, some Central Government Officer posted at Cnl·-
cutta or even some eminent non-official of Cakutta. The Committee 
would like to stress that Government should take more active inter--
est in this matter. 

The Committee do not find any justification for giving a building' 
grant of Rs. 11 lakhs to the Society if the Government have not ap-
preciated the utility of this body and its proper functioning. The-
Committee think that the Government, before making that building 
grant, should have ensured the proper functioning of the Society-
and of proper utilisation of its collections_ 

'fhe Committee further feel that it is not quite proper for the-
Government to ask a learned Society like the Asiatic Society to main-
tain itself or to allow its valuable and rare collections to go waste ana 
deteriorates. The Committee would like to impress that the collec-
tions in the Society are the preciOUs property of the nation and the-
Government should have taken active interest in the maintenance ana 
proper utilisation of the collected materials. 

The Committee are unhappy about the low pay-scales of the staff 
and recommend that the Government should look into-- the matter-
and will help the Asiatic Society to take effective steps to improve-
the pay-scales and service conditions of all categories of staff em-
ployed therein. 

The Committee attach great importance to the preservation oi 
valuable manuscripts which are kept in Asiatie Society. Arrange-
ments should therefore be made to utilise the services of the UNESCO 
Unit, Calcutta, for micro-filming and preservation of the documents 
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that are in the custody of the Society. The Conservation work of' 
Society also requires closer attention; and arrangements mlly be 
made, in consultation with the Indian Museum, Calcutta and the 
Asiatic Society, for renovating such of the manuscripts as stand in 
need of restoration. There should be close collaboration between the 
Indian Museum, Calcutta and the Asiatic Society on the technical, 
professional and academic level. The Committee hope that the Asia-
tic Society on its part will take energetic steps to prepare a compre-
hensive catalogue of all the manuscripts and other articles which it 
has in its possession. 

The Committee are not happy about the present organisational and 
administrative set-up of the Society and would suggest that an early 
review may be made in this direction. They would al!>o urge that in 
view of its importance as a learned Society, the Government should 
have a more direct and active role to ~}Iay in its organisation and 
administration. 



CHAPTER m 
VICTORIA MEMORIAL HALL MUSEUM, CALCUTTA 

A. Genesis and Objectives 

Brief HistOTY 

39. The Victoria Memorial Hall Museum owes its origin to Lord 
'Cul'Zon, the then Viceroy of India, who proposed after the death of 
Queen Victoria that a building in her name might be constructed to 
serve the purpose of a historical museum. The princess and people 
'of India responded generously to his appeal for funds and the total 
cost of construction of the monument alllDunting to one crore and five 
lakhs of rupees was entirely derived from their voluntary subscrip-
tions. The bUilding was started in 1904 and was finoUy opened to the 
public in December, 1921. 

40. The Museum is administered by a Board of Trustees COnstitLlt-
"€d under Victoria Memorial Act, 1903 (Act X of 1903). The President. 
of India is the President of the Board of Trustees. An Executive 
'Committee of the Board of Trustees of which the Governor of West 
Bengal is the Chairman transacts the detailed business of the 
:Museum. 

41. The collections in the Museum relate to Indian HIstory from 
<the 16th to the 20th century. The Persian manuscripts include Ain· 
'i-Akbari by Abul Fazal, Akbarnama, Firdausi's Saha Namah, trRns)a· 
tion into Persian of Nal-Damayanti by Abul Fazal, Tipu SultRn's 
letters etc. There are some Mughal and Rajasthani miniature pRint-
ings. The Museum also has some valuable documents relating to 
the British period of Indian history as well as portraits, statues, 011 
paintings and engravings of famous persons of the 16th and 19th 
centuries. Then the history of the growth of the city of Calcutta is 
well illustrated by paintings, drawings and engravings showing the 
'state of Calcutta at different stages in its development. The arms 
and armours are of great historical importance. 

-0bjecti?;es 

42. The Victoria Memorial Hall Museum is stated to be a historl· 
cal Museum depicting the history of medieval and modern Tndia. 
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Mughal and Rajput paintings and illwninated Persian manuscrJpU 
.disseminate knowledge about medieval India. Pictures and statues 
-of those who played a prominent part in the history of India during 
the 18th and 19th centuries and the original manuscripts relating to 
the British period enable the visitors to recount the events of th:ll 
period. It has been stated during evidence by the representative 

-of the Ministry of Education that the Museum was being developed 
as a modern History Museum as recommended by the Exrert Museum . 
Survey Committee (1955). 

The Committee, however, note that the Preamble to the Vid(lria 
Memorial Act 1903 (as amended by Act 58 of 1960) makes no mentioD. 
about the ohjectives of the Museum. The general Pllhlic associates 
the Museum with the name of Queen Victoria whose memory it pcr-
petuates but it has no vivid idea about the collections or the func-
tiODS of the Museum. The Committee hope that an early opportunity 
would be taken to define its basic objective by R GoverUDlf!Dt ~lu
tion so that the Museum may be developed as a Modtorn Historical 
.Museum of the country. The Committee also suggest that the acti-
vities of the Museum should be widely publicised. 

Nature of Collections 

43. It has been brought to the notice of the Committee by a lead-
in..!.! museologist that, "Certainly at present the exhibits Jo not pre-
sent a balanced picture of Indian history (including social, political 
and cultural activities) from the advent of the East India Company 
or during the British Rule. Probably research in U.K, in the India 
Office Library and in the archives of the British Government could 
furnish additional pertinent material, whiCh would, at least in photo-
graphs and photostats, be added to the collections as research and 
reference material for this Museum. Also, of course, the scope of 
the Museum could be enlarged to include the later periods of history, 
the struggle for Independence and the long period of preparatIon for 
it in Bengal or whatever segment of history is to be deriVed from 
the present nucleus collection and to be built upon it." • 

The Committee have been informed during evidence thl't the 
Victoria Memorial Hall Museum contains valuable manuscripts 
which throw light on the renaissance movement in India. F'or in-
stance, "there i~ Foster's English-Bengali dictionary which was the ' 
first English-Bengali dictionary. Then, there is a manuscript 
volume of the laws of Manu translated by Sir William Jones with 
the assistance of his teacher. That volwninous manuscript is on 
show there: Then, there is Digdarshan and things like that. 
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There is another wonderful thing <1n show here. P'anC\it Ishwar-
chandra Vidyasagar's own handwriting is on display here. He was 
obviously consulting the shastras to find out what they said about 
widow remarriagle." 

Asked whether any concerted steps have been made to collect 
all the manuscripts of Vidyasagar and other renaissance leaders like-
Michael Madhusudan Dutt, Rajendralal Mittra, Bankim 'Chandra 
Chatterjee, Barish Mukherjee and others either by the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta or by the Victoria ~oria1 Hall Museum, the 
representative of the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum stated that "r 
have made some personal efforts in these matters fOI: the Victoria 
Memorial. Only recently I collected the manuscript of Deshbandhu 
C~anjan Das's Poem, KishoTe KishoTi. I have approached an-
other gentleman for Vidyasagar's manuscript but I have not been 
able to secure it as yet." The representative of the rndian Museum 
Calcutta informed the Committee that this matter was out!.ide the 
scope of the Indian Museum, Calcutta, inasmuch as it exhhbited col-
lections of pre-1857 period. 

The Committee regret that even after 19 years of independence 
the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum is still continuing to pre..ent only 
one side of the shield namely, the British side and almost nothing 
substantial has been done to exhibit the other sidl', ie. the Indian 
side. In cultural, religious, political, journalistic ant'! literary fields, 
eminent Indians have played a significant role from the days of the 
East India Company. The Committee feel that the Government 
should immediately take steps to make the Victoria Memorial Hall 
Museum a well-balanced institution containing exhibits relating to 
modern Indian history. In this connection, the Committce aho sug-
gest that the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum should t'ndeavour to-
collect the manuscripts and other exhibits connected with the politi-
eal and cultural renaissance movement with particula1" refercnce to 
the regions in the Eastern Zone. The Agrarian movement against 
the Indigo planters of Bengal and Bihar, which might be called a: 
turning point in the political movement in India, should have receiv-
ed some attentioa. 

B. Organisational Set-up 

Board of Trustees 

44. The Victoria Memorial Hall Museum is administered by Ir 

Board of Tnlstees constituted under the Victoria Memorial Act, 1903= 
(Act X of 1903). The Tl;ustees are appofated for a period of 
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five years and are ~ligible for re-appointment. Section 2 (2) of the 
Act says that, "The Trustees shall be Ii body corporate with perpetual 
succession by the name of 'The Trustees of the Victoria Memorial' 
and a common seal, and in that name shall sue and be sued, and 
shall have power to acquire and hold property, to enter into con-
tracts, and to do all acts necessary for and consistent with the pur-
poses of this Act." 

A list of present members of the Board. of Trustees is enclosed 
(Appenc:Ux VII). The Board also appoints an Executive Committee 
from amongst its Members to transact the day to day business of the 
Musewa ' 

It has been stated by a leading museologist that, "Representation 
to the Board of Trustees of Victoria Memorial Hall is confined to a 
group of Industrialists and businessmen with scarcely any scholars 
and musewn experts. As a general principle, the Museum. Trustees 
should include the representatives of the Museum Association of 
India, the Regional Museums Association and a few recognised scho-
lars and museum experts not represented in the Trust." 

Asked during evidence why it has not been possible to reorganise 
the Board of Trustees for all these years and the old pattern has been 
allowed to be continued, the representative of the Ministry of Edu-
cation stated that, "We are seized of this problem and the Governor 
who is the President of the Board of Trustees has been requested." 

The Committee regret that even after 19 years nf independence 
DO steps have been taken· to reorganise the Board of Trustees, which, 
as at present ronstituted, is not likely to inspire much confidence and 
give a lead in the all-round development of the MUSellJD. The Com-
mittee hope that immediate steps will be taken to reorganise the 
Board of Trustees so as to make it a suitable organ for running a 
learned body in which the representatives of Museum Association of 
India, Indian Museum, CaIC'lltta, the Ashutosh Museum of Calcutta 
University, the Central and the State Governments interested 
(i.e. of the Eastern Zone) may be included. If necessary, the rele-
vant Act may be suitably amended to meet-this purpose. 

c. Acquisition 

Acquisition 

45. The Study Group of the Estimates Committee which visited the 
Victoria Memorial Hall Museum in June, 1966 were informed that 
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there were 296 light paintings, 1,077 water colour paintings, 1,696 en-
gravings etc., 398 documents, 265 arms and ammunition, 526 medals 
and COins, 41 statues, 28 busts and 293 miscellaneous articles, making a 
total of 4,620 exhibits in all. 

It has been stared by a leading museologist that, "Certainly the 
collections are not complete or systematic and .the Museum must still 
have need to acquire whatever comes on the market or is offered as 
gifts. In this respect, of not having a complete and systematic col-
lection of its field's material, the Victoria Memorial Hall r.Juseum is 
no different from museums in general no matter what their scope; to 
some extent collections grow haphazardly. However, by careful plan-
ning gaps can be filled in many cases ...... 

The Committee have been informed during evidence that apart 
from the paintings of national leaders and one or two manuscripts, 
no acquisitions have been made in the recent past. The Committee 
have also been informed that a provision of Rs. 20,00(1 has been made 
in the Budget for the current year for the acquisition of new oil 
painting of national leaders. 

The Committee are unhappy to note that the yidoria Memorial 
Ball Museum. which is expected to be developed as a Museum of 
Modern History has not during the recent years acqnired any exhibit 
of historical value so as to give the col1eetions a diversity and rich-
ness that the Museum. deserves. They also feel that the amount 
placed at the disposal of the Museum. to}" the acquisition of exhibits 
is nther meagre. The Committee hope thaf Government would see 
to it that the development of the Museum is not regRrded either due 
to lack of funds o}" initiative and eagerness to enrich the collections-
in different dil"ections namely, historical, social, political 8Qd cultural. 

Gallery of Nationa.l Leaders 

46. The Committee have been informed during evidence that the 
Victoria Memorial Hall Museum has started a gallery containing 
portraits of the national leaders with a view to maintain continuity 
of history till modern tim~s. This gallery is separate from the port-
rait gallery of eminent Indians who played a notable part in the 19th 
century Indian history, namely, Dwarkanath TagoI'e, Keshab Chandra 
Sen, Michael Madhusudan Dutt, Dr. Alexander Dutt, Rawlinson, etc. 
The Committee have also been informed that the gallery of portraits, 
of national leaders contains portraits, amongst others of Raja Ram 
Mohan Roy, Ishwara Cba'ndra Vidyasagar, Dadabhai Naoroji, Suren-
dranath Bannerjee, Swami Vivekananda, Motllal Nehru and Gan-
dhijL The painting of a portrait of Jawaharlal Nehru has been under-
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completion. 

Asked whether. there would be any portrait of revolutionaries like 
Jatin Mukherjee, Khudiram, Surya Sen, Bhagat Singh and others, 
the representative of the Victoria Memorial trall Museum stated 
during evidence that "Their portraits have not yet been taken up, but 
they will be taken up gradually." 

The Committee wanted to know if any criteria have been laid 
down in selecting the portraits of those who have taken part in Inde-
pendence struggle from the early British days and they were inform-
ed that "The idea is rather to illustrate the new awakening of India 
and so the gallery has started with a very big life-size portrait of 
Raja Ram Mohan Roy." It has also been stated that the Purchase 
and Exhibition Committee, which is a sub-committee of the Board of 
Trustees, decides on the pictures that have to be painted and to be 
taken up next for painting. It was further stated that the Board of 
Trustees have always insisted that the paintings of the national lead-
ers should be real pieces of art. 

The Committee re£ret to note that no criteria ha,"e been laid down 
in regard to the selection of portraits of national leaders for display 
in the Gallery of the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum. The Commit-
tee are also distressed that the Central Government has not deemed 
it necessary to give any directives to the authorities of the Victoria 
Memorial Hall Museum in regard to the selection of portraits of 
India's national leaders. The Committee would suggest that Govern-
ment may immediately constitute a Selection Committee consisting 
of eminent historians, public men (including Members of Parliament), 
representative of the Central and State Governments, with a view 
to draw up a list of national leaders whose portraits could find a place 
in the Gallery of the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum. The Selection 
Committee may also select the artists who should execute thl' work. 

Stock-taking 

47. It has been stated that the physical veriA:ation of the objects, 
whether on display or in stores is done annually with reference to 
stock registers. No shortages have been foWld, However, the Study 
Group of the Estimates Committee which visited Victoria Memorial 
Hall Musewn in June, 1966 were informed that, "The present stock 
Registers of bhibits are incomplete in as much as they are of very 
little help in checking and verifying the exhibits in the galleries and 
stores. This is due to a lack in the Registers of the specific items of 
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gisters should also indicate the location of an exhibit in the gallery or 
stores along with the identification number in the catalogue. The 
Government of India also desires, on the recommendation of the 
Central Advisory Board of Museums, that a standardised form of 
stock register should be maintained in all statutory galleries and 
museums. In the circumstances a standa.nlised. Stock Register, after 
a thorough checking and stock-taking has to be prepared incorporating 
all the necessary information." 

The Committee cannot overemphasise the necessity of preparing 
standardised Stock Register so that stock taking could be done metho-
dically to avoid possible pilferage or loss of exhibits. They would 
urge that adequate assistance be provided to the Museum in this 
reprd. 

D. Display 

Lighting arrangements and labelLing 

48. It has been alleged by a leading museologist that, "The gal-
leries of the Victoria Memorial Hall suffer from a serious want of 
sufficit>nt light, specially during the rainy season and wlnter months 
causing a bad visibility of the objects specially the paintings. It is 
very surprising that the Trustees of the Victoria Memorial on several 
occasions are understood to have rejected the 'suggestions of utilisation 
of artificial lighting of the galleries. The mode of display there is 
very backdated without any relevance to the modern scientific me-
thods of museum display. . ... the mode of exhibition in Victoria 
Memorial Hall has not changed for last thirty years." 

Asked to clarify the position, the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum 
has stated in a written note that, "The mode of display cannot be 
termed as backdated or unsatisfactory. It may be, however, improved 
if adequate funds are provided. Light is generally adequate except 
on very cloudy days during the rainy season. No formal complaint 
has been received in this regard. The architectural peculiarities of 
the building and its massive strong walls do not easily permit elec-
trification of the Galleries." 

The Study Group of the Estimates Committee which visited the 
Victoria Memorial-Hall Museum during June, 1966 observed that 
only the names of the British Generals and Viceroys have been 
shown below their respective statues but no indication has been 
given about their achievements. Asked whether all the old labels 



.on the exhibits have been replaced, the Victoria Memorial Hall 
Museum has stated in a written note that, "This work has been 
-undertaken though the pro~s is not as rapid as desirable. This is 
due to shortage of assistants." 

The Committee desire that immediate steps shollld be taken t. 
ttll'ect .improvements in the method of cUsplay in the Victoria Mem .. 
rial Hall Museum and fer this purpose the Government/Museum may 
seek the advice of some of the eminent museelogists in the country. 
"The Committee also feel that old labels on the exhibits should be 
replaced by printed labels containing additional information as earl7 
-as possible. 

The Committee would suggest that Government may explore the 
feasibility of keeping in the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum or any 
other suitable place the statues of the British and other foreign die-
Batories which have been removed from public places all over the 
country, 

E. Conserv!ltion 

-Conservation Department$ 

49. The Committee have been informed during evidence that the 
'Conserv3tion Department of the Victoria Memorial Hall MUS('UDl 

is working very satisfactorily, There are an Assistant Conservator 
and a Repairer to look after the repair and rehabilitation of docu-
ments and manuscripts of the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum. 
There is also an Artist Restorer designated as 'Picture and Print 
Repairer' who is responsible for repair and restoration of paintings 
(oil and water colour) prints and engravings, etc. Asked to state why 

it was necessary to develop a conservation Department in this 
'Museum when there was already such a Department in the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta and when the two museums were situnted nearby, 
the repre-.sentative of the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum stated 
during evidence that, " .... the day-to-day requiremen. of the mu-
'Seum has to be met." 

The Committee also understand that some of the manuscripts 
-kept in the Museum have started fading away. When asked about 
this, the representative of the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum 
-mated during evidence that, " .... we have prepared the phot'Jstat 
-copies of an manuscripts." 

While the Committee realise that for day-to-day c:on'!ervatiOD 
work there is a need for having n !'n1Ml conservation cell in the Vic-
ioria ~emorial Han Museum, they feel that for mRjor conservatioD 



works, the Museum should utilise the facilities available at the Indian 
rwiUlleU1D, Catcul~... in J.IICL, ,i.e w .... "cvauon veparlment oi the 
Indian Museum should be able to render expert advice to the con· 
servation staff of the Victoria Memorial Ball Museum and also train 
them in conservation techniques. 

The Committee are unhappy to learn that valuab,e malluscripts 
of the Victoria Memorial Ball Museum are fading due to lack of pro--
per conservation. The Committee would urge that immediate steps. 
should be taken to renovate such manuscripts so that they may not 
be permaneatly lost to the Musenm. The Committee would like to-
stress that though photostat copies are necessary, these cannot be ex-
pected to substitute the originals and as such, efforts should continue· 
to be made for conservation of the original manuscripts. 

F. Educational Facilities 

Present educational facHi.ties 

SO. It has been stated that individual and group labels imparting 
important historical infonnation have been introduced and intro-
ductory labels will be ctisplayed with a view to depict the history 
of modern India vividly in this Musew'n. Besides there is a free 
guide service. The Guide Lecturer conducts visitors who include 
school and college students through the galleries and explain to 
them the importance of each exhibit. 

It has also been stated that students from diff&ent educational 
institutions come to visit the galleries under the guidance of their 
teachers. The Guide Lecturer conducts them round and explains: 
the significance of the exhibits with reference to the history of 
modern India. Recently, a lecturer of the Calcutta University 
Postgraduate Department delivered a series of lectures in the 
Museum on Mediaeval paintings and illustrated his lectures from 
the Mughal paintings. Principals of colleges have also been invited 
to send batches of students having honours in History under their 
teachers to the Museum to see the historical documents and pictures. 

The Committee commend the educational programmes undertaken 
by the Victoria Memorial Han Museum. They hope that these pro-
grammes will be further intensified I and strengthened. 

Present Research Facilities 

51. The Study Group of the Estimates Committee which visited 
the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum in June, 1966 we~ informed 
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that there were no facilities for conducting research in the Museum. 
There was no room where the research students could work. There 
were also no facilities far guiding the research students. 

Asked whether the Museum has organised any Exhlbitions, Se-
minars or Symposia, the representative of the V~ctoria Memorial 
Ha1l Museum stated. during evidence that in 1957, the Museum or-
ganised an Exhibition of documents relating to the Indian uprising 
of 1857. Nothing was put on the Exhibition depicting the Indian 
side of the picture. The Committee have been told that there were 
no exhibits of Indian leaders of the rising like Nana Sahib, Tantia 
Tope, Rani Lakshmi Bai or Kunwar Singh. 

The Committee feel that the Vicloria Memorial Hall Museum with 
its varied collections relating to the British period of Indian history is 
capable of being and should be developed for purposes or research in 
modern Indian history. The Committee suggest that a comprehen-
sive programme for research may be drawn up in conjunction with 
the University of Calcutta and other universities. In order to pro-
vide facilities for research, the Vicloria Memorial HIlIl Museum Lib-
rary should be enlarged so as to include comprehensive c"l!~ctions 
on modern Indian history. The Museum should have a qualified 
Librarian to cater to the needs of the research scholars. More read-
ing space should be provided for the research scholars visiting the 
Mnseum for purposes of study. 

The Committee note that the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum has 
not organised any exhibition since 1957. Even the exhibition that 
was held in that year was one sided inasmuch as only the British 
side of the 1857 uprising was shown. The Co~tt~ suggest that 
the Vicloria Memorial Hall Museum should be helped to acquire and 
exhibit some pictures, books, documents etc. showing the Indian side 
of the 1857 rising. The Committee would further urge that tbe Gov-
ernment should provide adequate facilities to the Victoria Memorial 
Hall Museum for organising exhibitions on modern and contemporary 
history at regular intervals. 

Publications 

52. It hu been stated that no publications have been brought out 
by the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum during the last five years. 
Only the manuscript for an illustrated guide books has been pre-
pared. 

So far as picture post cards are concerned, the Victoria Memo-
rial Hall Museum published them many years ago. They a1'" now 
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said to be out of stock and have not been reprinted for want of 
funds. 

The Committee are unhappy to note that the Vietoria Memorial 
Ball Museum has not brought out any public:ation for many years. 
The Committee cannot overemphasise the importanee of bringing out 
an illustrated guide book and a eatalogue for the use of the visitors 
:as well 118 researeh scholars. The Committee hope that Govemmea.t 
would see to it that these publications are brought out without delay. 

The Committee eannot appreciate the argument of the Victoria 
Memorial Hall Museum authorities that they eould not publish the 
pieture post cards for want of funds; rather the Committee feel that 
these picture post cards eould have brought in some additional reve-
nue. The Committee suggest that Vietoria Memorial Hall Museum 
should bring out multi-eoloured pieture post eards which have great 
attraction for the tourists. 

Number of ViaitOT, 

53. The number of visitors to the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum 
-during each of the last 5 years and the income from the entrance fee 
charged from them have been indicated in the statement given 
'below: 

Year 

1961-62 

1962-63 

1963-64 
1964-65 
1965-66 

No. of 
Visitors 

3,00,000 

3,55,000 
. 3,50 ,000 

4,00,000 
3,65,000 

Entrance 
fees 

Rs. 
88,598 

92,875 
9 I ,502 

I ,07,793 
95,820 

It has been stated that the Museum is open from 10.00 hours to 
17.00 hours during the summer term:-{from 1st March to 31st Octo-
;ber) and from 10.00 hours to 16.00 hours during the winter term (from 
1st November to 28th February). An entra..'lC!e fee of 25 paise per 
head for adults and 12 paise per head for children below the age of 7 
years is charged on all days, except Mondays when the Museum is 
fully closed and on Fridays when double fee is cha,rged, i.e. 50 paise 
per head for adults and 25 paise per head for children below the age 

<If 7 years. 
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The Committee have been further informed that there is no sug-
" gestion or complaint book kept in the Museum but a responsible om-

eer under the Curator personally attends to complaints if made by 
the visitors. 

The Committee nO\., with regret that during these five years, the 
number of visitors bas remained more or less stationary in spite of 
lU-ge expansion of education and increase in number of literate pe0-
ple. The Committee can come to only one conclusion that the autho-
rities have not made any serious effort to attract visitors and to popu-
larise the Museum. 

The Committee suggest that concerted drive should be made to 
publicize the activities and importance of the Victoria Memorial Hall 
l\'Iu.<>eum so as to attract more visitors to this important historical 
Museum. The Committee also suggest that a complaint or suggestion 
book should be kept at the Museum where the visitors could register 
their views and bDpressions about the Museum. The Committee feel 
that special lectures and symposia by eminent persons organised in 
the Museum may be utilised for popularising the Museum anti .t-
tracting more visitors. 

G. Finance 

Financial Assistance 

54. The quantum of the financial assistance received by the Vic-
toria Memorial Hall Museum during each of the last 5 years from 
various sources is indicated in the statement given below:-

----- ---.---

Year 

---_._----_. - ------- . 

9/'iJ-62 

1962-63 

19'53-64 
1964-65 
1965~ 
-_.----

Other 
Sources 

Central State (Entry fee 
Government Government !lnd other 

receipts) 

Rs. Rs. Rs. 

1,88,921 25,000 1,08,766 
1,87,100 25,000 1,03,146 
2,18,660 25,000 1,10,199 
2,06,691 :'.5,000 1,32,843 
2,16,000 25,000 1,46,166 
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The percentage of the revenue spent on (i) administration (staff). 
(ii) maintenance; (iii) acquisition of objects; (iv) preservation of 
objects; (v) purchase of books and equipment; (vi) Research, and 
(vii) miscellaneous during each of the last 5 years has been stated 
to be as under:-

Head 

(i) Administration (Staff) 
(li) Maintenance and up-

keep of the Building 
(iii) Acquisition of objects 
(iv) Preservation of objects 
(v) Purchase of books and 

equipments 
(vi) Research 
(vii) Miscellaneous 

% 
55 

Nil 
3'90 
3 

0'69 
Nil 

% 
71 

10,53 
Nil 

4 

Nil 
Nil 

18'47 

% 
60 

0'60 
Nil 

3 

0'54 
Nil 

38 '86 

% 
61 

3'17 
Nil 

3 

1965- , 
66 

% 
66 

Nil 
Nil 

20'31 

It has been alleged by a leading museologist that in the Victoria 
Memorial Hall Museum, more amount is spent for the maintenance 
of the garden than the museum pro~, When asked during evidence 
whether it was true, the representative of the Victoria Memorial 
Hall Museum replied in the affirmative, 

The Committee are lUIhappy to note that the expenditure being 
incurred by the VictOl'ia Memorial Hall Museum on acquisition and 
preservation of art objects, purchase of books and equipment etc, is 
negligible as compared to the expenditure being incurred on staff. 
They are all the more unhappy to note that nothing has been provid-
ed for research work and more amount is spent for the maintenance 
of the garden than the Museum proper. Thc Committee feel that 
expenditure on the maintenance of the garden should not be a charge 
on the Museum but it should be met out of a separate grant to be 
given to the Museum for the purpose. It should, however, be ensured 
that the garden is not neglected and is properly maintained. The 
Committee would like the Ministry of Education to go carefully into 
the budget of the Museum so as to ensure that the amounts are spent 
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properly and in keeping with the needs of the Museum before sanc-
tioning the gqmts. 
Amounts lying in London. 

55. It has been stated that Lord Curzon raised and collected a 
wm of £20,076-13-8d in England and formed it into an Endowment 
Fund. It was held by him in his own name. After his death his 
executors in accordance with his wi§'hes transferred the said Fund 
to the name of Earl of Lytton, the then Governor of Bengal, as the 
Trustee of the said Fund. The power to appoint a new Trustee of 
the Fund was vested in the Trustee, so that no person might be 
appointed as Trustee of the Fund other than the Governor of 
Bengal for the time being. The income from this fund could be 
~ed by the Trustee for the purchase of objects of interest or 
w or for the adornment or completion of the Victoria Memorial 
Hall. The balance in current account of the said fund as on the 
30th June, 1966 was £. 105-16-1d and in Accumulated Interest In-
vestment Account £5,711-15-4<1. This account is with the State Bank 
-of India, London. 

Asked during evidenCe whether any steps have been taken to 
transfer the amount to India, the representative Of the Victoria 
Memorial Hall Museum replied in the negative. 

The Committee are constrained to note that a large amount, 
which was intended for the purehase of objects of interest or art or 
for the adornment or completion of the Victoria Memorial Hall 
Museum, has been allowed to accumulate in the Endowment Fund 
-now held with the Stat~ Bank of India, London. They are unhappy 
that no steps have been taken by the Government to have the funds 
·transferred to India for being spent for the development of the 
Museum. The Committee would stress the need for the early trans-
fer of the funds from London so that they could be utilised for the 
·betterment of the Museum. 

NEW DELHI; 
June 7, 1967. 

Jyaistha 17, 1889 (Saka). 

P. VENKATASUBBAIAH, 
Chairman, 

Estimates Committee. 



·APPENDIX I 

('Ditk Para 9 of the Repon) 

Board uf Trustee. of the IndiQIJ Museum, Calcutta 

I. Smt. Padmaja Naidu, . Chairman Ex-officio. 
Governor of West Bengal,. 

2. Dr. B. Malik, Vice-Chiarman " Vice-Chancellor, 
Calcutta University. 

3. Dr. P. K. Roy Choudhury, Member " Mayor, Calcutta Corporation. 

4. Shri S. C. Bhattacharyya, 
Accountant-General, " 
West Bengal. 

S· Shri A. K. Ghosh, " " Secretary to the Govt. ofIndia, Minis-
try of Education, New Delhi. 

6. Dr. A. Aiyappan, Nominated member 
Head of the Department of Anthropo-
logy, Utkal University, Orissa. 

7. Mr. N. C. Srivastava, 
Secretary; 
.Ministry of Mines & Metals. 

8. Dr. Niharranjan Ray, 
Director, .. 
Indian Institute of Advanced Studies, 
Simla. 

9. Shri S. N. Ray, ICS (Retd.), 
and now Chairman ofthe West Bengal 
State Electricity Board. 

10. Shri P. C. Mukherjee, 
Director of Public Instruction, 
Government of West Bengal. 

II. Prof. S. K. Saraswati, 
Head of the Department of Archaeo-
logy, 
Calcutta University. 

'12 

" " 

" 

Nominated by the Govt. of 
West Bengal. 

Nominated by the Asiatic 
Society. 



APPENDIX B 

(f)jde Para 9 of the Repon) 
Details of the Meetings of the Board oj Trustees held during 2nd lItId 

]I'd Plan Periods· 

Date of the meeting held during the plan periods 

lIth April, 1956 
14th May, 1956 
lIth June, 1956 
22nd June, 1956 
9th July, 1956 
20th July, 1956 
13th August, 1956 • 
loth September, 1956 
29th September, 1956 
12th November, 1956 
loth December, 1956 
17th January, 1957 
12th February, 1957 
18th March, 1957 
8th April, 1957 
13th May, 1957 
lOth June, 1957 
17th June, 1957 
8th July, 1957 
12th August, 1957 
9th September, 1957 
26th September, 1957 
14th November, 1957 
25th November, 1957 
2nd December, 19S7 

I 
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Number 
of 

persons 
attending 

meeting 

2 

IS 
18 
14 
13 
12 

II 

16 
15 
7 

II 

7 
12 

IS 
13 
13 
13 
14· 
15 
14 
12 
14 
9 
7 

14 
9-



13th December, 1957 
13th January, 1958 
lOth February, 1958 
loth March, 1958 
16th April, 1958 
12th May, 1958 
9th June, 1958 
14th July, 1958 
IIth August, 1958 
8th September, 1958 
13th October, 1958 
8th December, 1958 
12th January, 1959 
9th February, 1959 
9th March, 1959 
21St March, 1959 
30th March, 1959 
13th April, 1959 
IIth May, 1959 
8th June, 1959 
17th June, 1959 
13th July, 1959 
17th August, 1959 
14th September, 1959 
28th September, 1959 . 
'9th November, 1959. 
14th December, 1959 

• IIth January, 1960 
8th February, 1960 
14th March, 1960 
23rd March, 1960 
11th April, 1960 
9th May, 1960 
13th June, 1960 
nth July, 1960 
19th July, 1960 
8th August, 1960 

74 

2 

II 
II 
9 

1,2 

II 
16 
10 

9 
12 
10 
10 
I2 

II 

U 

II 

9 
9 

13 
13 
1,2 

1,2 

I.2 

9 
II 

3 
13 
II 

8 
15 
15 
9 
8 
II 

10 
7 

II 

13 
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------ ---------------------------------------------

"I 2 

"22.nd August,l96o 12 
"318t August, 1960 II 

12th September, 1960 10 
16th November, 19"60 12 
12th December, 1960 12 
22nd January, 1961 8 
tth March, 1961 8 
:27th March, 1961 10 
19th July, 1961 6 

4th October, 1961 6 
28th November, 1961 5 
4th April, 1962 9 
12th July, 1962 6 

:29th November, 1962 8 
"9th March, 1963 5 
loth April, 1963 9 
"loth April, 1963 (Extraordinary meeting of the Board of Trustees), 9 
loth August, 1963 6 
18th December, 1963 8 
_24th February, 1964 5 
25th March, 1964 9 
6th July, 1964 6 
:l:9th September, 1964 II 

17th December, 1964 10 
27th March, 1965 II 

29th Mav, 1965 7 
17th August, 1965 9 
7th Decembr, 1965 9 
'9th March, 1966 6 
.26·h Mc:"~h" 1966 6 





APPENDIX IV 

(Vide Para 12 of the Report) 

Tire SI4i! rvhidl has been IrtJ1lSjtTTed and which has lUll been IrtJ1lSjtTTed u> die 
Indian Museum by different surwys. 

Archaeo1ogical Survey 
(Staff originally attaChed 
to A!chaeologica] Sec-
tion, Indian "Museum) 

(I) 

A. Technical 

I. Superintendent I 

Indian Museum 
(Staff ttaDsferred on 

integration) 

(2) 

Nil 
1 I Curators 7 

Staff to be ttaDsferred Remarks 

Superintendent 

2. Assistant 
Curators 

3. Asstt. 
3 ~ Nil 

As it appears, 6 posts 
originally anacbed 
to the Gallery (with 
changes ot designa-
tions) plus 2 addi-
tional posts have 
been transferred to 
the Indian Museum. 

Numismatist. I 
4. Gallery Assistant 2 

s. Chemical 
Assistant 

6. Assistant 
Librasian 

7. Photograpber 

8. Pbotoprinter • 

9. Modeller 

10. Draftsman 

II. Marksman 

12. Carpentu 

B-Ministerial 

I. Head C1erk 

2. 2nd Oerk 

J Gallery Assistant 1 

Nil Nil 

Nil Nil 

Nil Nil 
Nil Nil 

Nil Modeller 

Nil Draftsman 

Nil Marksman 

Nil Carpenter 

Nil Head C1erk 

Nil 2n Oerk 

'19 

} 

The post baa since 
been abolished in 
the Archaeological 
Section. 

So rar the Library of 
tbe Archaeologi-
cal Section has not 
been transferred. 

So far the pboto-
negatives of the 
Archaeologic:al Sec-
tion have not been 
transferred. 



(l) 

3. StcnoiraPher • 

4. Accountant 

S. Store-Keeper. 

6. L. D' Clerk • Z 

CllU. IV 

Ori~a11ist is not avail-
a Ie in this office 
record 

(Z) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Museum 

Attendants 5 

80 

Stenographer 

Accountant 

Store-Keeper 

L. D. Clerk Z 



APPENDIX V 

(Vide para 32 of the Report) 

Statement showing details of the amounts sanctionedfor some of the NtfD 
Projects, the target dates of completion and the proposals for staffing 

them. 

Name of the Unit 

(i) Chemical Unit 

(il) Children's Gallery 

(iii) Jewellery Gallery 
Anthropology . 

. (if)) Mobile Unit 

Amount When to Proposals for staffing 
sanctioned be 

completed 
2 3 

Rs. 
15,000 

(Non-Plan) 
31-3-67 

out ofRs. 
5,00,000 

2,20,886 31-3-67 
(Plan) 

40,000 
(Plan) 

81 

4 

One Chemical Asstt. 
in the scale of Rs. 
210 to Rs. 425 is 
required for the 
present. 

One Curator and one 
Guide-Lecturer 
both in the scale of 
Rs. 21C>-425 are 
necessary to run the 
Gallery and one 
Museum Atten-
dant in the scale of 
Rs. 7C>-1-8c>-
EB-I-85· 

One Curator and one 
Museum Atten-
dant in the scale of 
Rs. 21(;-425 and 
Rs. 70--85 res-
pectively . 

One Driver and one 
Driver-mechanic 
in the scale of Rs • 
I1C>-ISo. 

The amount of Rs. 
1,266 being the 
total expenditure 
for pay and allow-
ances of these two 
posts for the re-
maining 3 months 
of the year is avail-
able from out of the 
sanctioned amount 
for the unit. 
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(0) Museum Workshop 

.. _._------------

82 

Rs. 15,000 
(Plan) 

3 4 

31-3-67 The following staff 
are required :-

(a) Cabinet Maker-
one in the scale of 
Rs.1S0-240. 

(b) Mender (Tex-
tiles)-one-in the 
scale of Rs. 150-
240 • 

(c) Carpenten--two-
in the scale of Rs. 
125- -155· 

(d) Label-writers 
two-in the scale of 
Rs. no-ISS. 

The requisite amount 
of expenditure for 
3 months for the 
above posts viz., 
Rs.4,281 is available 
from out of the 
sanctioned budget . 

------------------



(Vide Para 37 of the Report) 

. (b) Central GOf)ernmenl grant wulsr Pla" expmditure Jor CIllaJoping an4 
Publication of Sanskrit and Arabic Manuscripts 

Year Head No: Sanction No: Letter No. and date 

Sanskrit 

Arabic 

37-Education and the budget Provision during 
196'1-62 under Demand No. 81-Scicntific 
'Research and Cultural Affairs-B-Educa-
don, B-1, 'Promotion of Art and Culture 
B-l(4)(6) other grants "Publication of Rare 
Manuscripts". (Plan. expenditure) 

Letter No. F. I8-42!61-C.2, dated 29-1-62. 

28-Education-and the budget provision 
under Demand No. 'I6-Education E-
General-E. 3~nts-in-aid, Contribution 
etc., E. 3(7)-other grants,-"Publication 
of Rare Manuscripts;" (Plan expenditure). 

Letter NO.I8-69-9!6S-8:U., dated 29-7-65. 

No. 2g....:Education and the budget Provision 
during 1962-63 under IDemand 'No. 84 S.R. 
& C.A.-B-Education-B-I: Promotion 
of Art and Culture, B-A(4)(6)-other grants 
"Publication of Rare ManuscriptS". (Plan 
expenditure). 

Letter No. F. I8-30!62-C. 2., dated 11)-2-1963. 

.Amount 

RI. 

3.500 '00 

. 7,000'00 

Central Govern"'mt grant under Plan Expenditure for constrUCtion of NerD 
Building 

Year Head No: Sanction Letter No. and date Amount 
37-Education and budget provision u!lder 

Demand No. 79-Scientific Research Cul-
tural Affairs : B.I. Promotion of Education, 
111(4)(5) other grants (Plan expenditure) 
Sttcngthening of existing Institutions of 
Higher learning of all-India importance. 

Letter No. 19-27,'59-C. 2, dated t-12-59. 

5,00,000'00 



Year 

1960 

Head No : Sanlttion Letter No. and date 

37-Education and the budget provision under 
Demand No. 78-S.R. & C.A. B. 1(4)(6) : 
other grants-Strengthening of existiilg 
Institutions of higher learning of all-India 
Importance. (Plan). 

Letter No. 19-IS/6o-C. 2, dated 22-10-60. 

Letter No. 19-18j60-C. 2, dated 16-3-61" 

Amount 

2,00,000'00' 

28-Eudcation and the budJet provision under' 2,00,000'00' 
Demand NO.9-Education F. General"F. 3"' 
Grants-in-aid Contributions etc., F: 3(7)-
other grants Strengthening ofEXistiDg insti~ 
tutions of higher learning ofall..Ihdia rm-
portance. (Plan expenditure)., 

Letter No. F. 19-13j63-C. 2, dated'I6-10-6~ 



APPENDIX VII 

(Vide para 44 of the Report) 
. THE TRUSTEES OF THE VICTORIA MEMORIAL 

HALL MUSEUM, CALCUTTA 

Ex-Officio 

1. Dr. S. Radhakrishnan--,President of India. 
2. Sm. Padrnaja Naidu-Governor of West Bengal. 
3. Justice Shree D. N. SiDha-Chief Justice, High Court,. 

Calcutta. 
4. Shri P. N. Kirpal-Secretary of the Govt. of India, Minis-

try of Education. 
5. Mr. J. V. Jardine Paterson-President of the Bengal . 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 
6. Dr. P. K. Roy Choudhury-Mayor, Corporation of Cal-· 

eutta. 

Nominees of the GO'Vt. of India. 

7. Shri A. K. Sarkar, Retd. Chief Justice of India. 
8. Shri FraDk Anthony, M.P. 

Nominated by the TT1.£Stees with the approval of 
the Central Govt. 

9. Shri Badridas Goenka-Banker &. Industrialist. 

- .. 

10. Shri Birendra Nath Moo1rerjee-Governing Director, Mls.-
Martin Burn Ltd. 

11. Maharajadhiraja Uday Chand Mahtab Bahadur of Burdwan. 
12. Shri S. Gupta-Managing Director, MIs. Martin Burn Ltd. 
13. Shri Sachin Chaudhuri, Bar-at-Law-Finance Minister, 

Govt. of India. 
14. Justice Shri Sankar Prasad Mitra-Judge, High Court, 

Calcutta. 
15. Sbri Sankardas Banerji, Bar-at-Law-Advocate General, . 

West Bengal. 
~ 16. Dr. B. Malik-Vice-Chancellor, University of Calcutta. 
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'17. Shri Sookamal Kaati Ghosh-Journalist. 
18. Maharaja Shri Karni Singh of Bikaner. 

·19. Maharaja Shrlmant Fate Singhrao, Gaekwar of Baroda. 
· 20. Maharaja Shri Pratap Chandra Bhanjdeo of Mayurbhani. 

21. Shri M. R. Das-Retd. Director, Mis. Mackinon, Macken-
zie & Co. (P) Ltd. 

·22. Mr. C. I. Turean-Director, Mis. Andrew Yule & Co., 
Ltd. 

· 23. Shri M. P. Birla-lDdllstrialist. 
· 24. Shri P. V. Rajamannar-Ex-Chief Justice, High Court, 

Madras. 
:.25. Maharani Vijayaraje Scindia of Gwalior. 



S. 
No. 

·1 

:2 

3 

APPENDIX vm 
Summary of Recommendations/Conclusions contairud in the Report 

Reference 
to para. No. 

of the 
Report 

:>. 

8 

9 

10 

Summary of Recommendations! 
Conclusions 

3 

The Committee note that the Indian Museum 
Act, 1910 (as amended by Act 45 of 1960) makes 
no mention about the objectives of the Museum. 
The Committee hope that an early opportunity 
would be taken to define the basic objectives of 
the Indian Museum by a Government Resolu-
tion so that the Museum could be developed on 
proper lines. The Committee also feel that it is 
time that the Indian Museum is given the formal 
status of a National Museum and all consequen-
tial steps taken in this direction. 

(i) In view of the important role that the 
Indian Museum has to play for promoting cul-
tural and educational interests of its users, the 
Committee feel that the Board of Trustees should 
have a larger representation of educationists, 
historians, museologists and social scientists. 
The Committee recommend that the Board should 
be suitably reconstituted if necessary by amend-
ing the Indian Museum Act. 

(ii) The Committee further suggest that the 
feasibility of accepting donations from the public 
for the purpose of enriching the collections of the 
Museum maybe explored. The responsibility 
also lies on the non-official members of the Board 
to attract private monetary andlor art donations 
from philanthropists, art conru>isseurs and pri-
vate donors. 

Having realised that the Committees set up 
by the Board of Trustees especially the Com-
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4 II 

5 

6 13 

88 

3 

miUee of Management and Finance Committee-
have very important functions to perform, the-
Estimates Committee suggest that the ccnstitution 
of these two Committees should be more broad-
based so as to include representatives from the 
remaining Departments of the Museum in the 
Committee of Management and the Director of 
the Museum in the Finance Committee. 

The Committee feel that from the point of 
view of efficient administration and also for the 
proper development of the Indian Museum, all. 
the departments, units and galleries should be 
under the same administration. The Govern-
ment also seem to have realised this when they 
decided to transfer Art, Archaeology and Anthro-
pology Galleries to the Museum but they retained 
the Geological, Zoological and Botanical Galleries 
under the respective Surveys. The Committee feel 
that this piece-meal integration and dual control 
has hampered the proper development of the· 
Indian Museum resulting in lack of coordination. 
The Committee woula urge that early steps be 
taken to remedy the situation. 

The Committee do not feel satisfied with the 
explanation given by the Ministry that the rele-
vant staff could not be transferred as they were 
doing other work also in addition to looking 
to the galleries transferred. The Committee feel 
that the Government should have transferred a 
portion of the staff when a big load of their work 
was transferred to the Indian Museum. They 
also feel that employment of a large number of 
staff on daily wage basis is more expensive and 
not very conducive to the emcient working of 
the Museum. In order to see that the Museum 
may initiate development programmes on a. 
planned basis, the, Committee suggest that after 
thoroughly examining the staff requirements of 
the Museum, Government should take immediate 
steps to meet the demands of the Museum either 
by transferring some staff from the Surveys or· 
by recruiting new stal!. 

The Committee attach great importance to the 
development of the Anthropological Gallery both 
on its ethnological and physical sides. They are 
unhappy to observe that in the Anthropological 

- ----------------------
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Galleries the ethnological exhibits predominate 
and . that no effective steps have been taken by 
the Government for the transference of the ori-
ginal exhibits from the Anthropological Survey 
to the Indian Museum. The Committee think 
that the Gallery as it is in the Indian Museum 
has no justification of being called Anthropolo-
gical. The Committee are also unhappy that the 
Indian Museum does not have any pre-historic 
human fossils even though it is the oldest Museum 
in the country. The Committee would urge that 
efforts should be made to develop the physical 
anthropology unit in the Indian Museum and for 
that endeavour should also be made to acquire 
the original fassils of pre-historic human beings 
and other relevant objects or at least their repli-
cas for display in the Indian Museum. 

(i) The Committee think that a Museum like 
the Indian Museum cannot serve its purpose 
without an adequate number of properly trained 
Guide Lecturers. The Committee suggest that 
the needs of the Indian Museum, so far as Guide 

. Lecturers are concerned, may be gone' into by 
the Ministry of Education at an early date and, 
necessary number of properly trained Guide 
Lecturers be provided. 

(ii) As the Museum has to cater to all types 
of visitors with a preponderance of seIni-literate 
or illiterate visitors, the ComInittee suggest that 
there should be a re-orientation in the outlook 
of the Guide Lecturers so that they could educate 
even the uninformed about the richness oi coun-
try's hoary past as enshrined in the galleries of 
the Museum. It should be the responsibility of 
the Guide Lecturers to explain things to the 
uneducated in a language that can be understood 
by a layman. As for the literate Or educated 
vi5itors. the gUidance should be on a higher plane 
so that they could react aesthetically and intelli-
gently upon the subjects that they see. 

The Committee cannot over-emphasise the 
importance of proper maintenance of the Museum 
building which is more than one hundered and 
fifty years old. The building should be adequately 
protected against leakage and dampness so that 
the costly materials housed in the building are 
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not affected. The Committee suggest that the' 
Central Public Works Department may carry out 
a technical Survey about the condition of the 
Museum building so that a phased programme 
for repairs and renovation could' be drawn up in 
the light of the findings. The Committee hope 
that Government will ensure that the essential 
and inescapable repairs works are not held up, 
due to lack of funds, as this may lead to damage 
of the valuable exhibits in the Museum. 

The Committee realise the difficulties expe-
rienced by the Indian Museum due to lack of ade-
quate accommodation. The Committee feel that 
some other suitable accommodation should have 
been requisitioned by the Civil Defence Orga-
nisation. The O:>mmittee would urge that the' 
portion of tlie building occupitod by the Civil 
Defence Organisation should be released and 
handed over to the Museum for its own use as 
early as possible. 

The Committee would also urge the vaction of 
the portions of the building which are occupied, 
by different Surveys at an early date. Even this 
may not be adequate for the proper arrangements 
and display of the exhibits. So the Committee 
suggest that the Government may make a proper 
study of the question of accommodation for the, 
Museum. 

The Committee need hardly stress the desira-
bility of conducting stock-taking of the antiquities, 
regularly so as to avoid loss or pilferage of rare 
exhibits. They also feel that security arrange-
ments should be tightened to avoid thefts etc. 

The ComInittee regret to note that no acquisi-
tions were made by the Indian Museum during: 
the year 1961-62. The Committee need hardly 
emphasise that the acquisition of art objects is 
one of the major functions of a Museum and 
unless this function is performed properly and 
adequately, the development of the Museum is 
likely to be retarded. The Committee hope that 
the Indian Museum will pay due attention in this, 
direction in future. The Committee also suggest 
that the Indian Museum should strive to estab-
llsh exchange relations with other museums in'_ 
the country as well as abroad. 
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The Committee are distressed to note that as· 
many as 10 of the rare and invaluable manu-
scripts in the Indian Museum have been badly 
damaged and are beyond recovery due to lack 
of proper conservation. The Committee suggest 
that a proper enquiry should be made to fix the 
responsibility for this damage and loss. The Com-
mittee also note that 44 manuscripts need urgent. 
attention for conservation in addition to 41 manu-
scripts which have also to be conserved. They 
feel that Government have failed to make neces-· 
sary provision for the preservation of rare and 
valuable manuscripts. They need hardly stress 
that immediate attention should be paid for pro--
per conservation of all these manuscripts so that 
they are not lost to posterity for ever. 

The Committee suggest that arrangements may 
be made to obtain from indigenous sources useful: 
preservation material like cellulose acetate foil;. 
tissue paper, etc. 

They also suggest that Government may provide' 
adequate facilities to the Indian Museum for' 
microfilming of rare manuscripts. ' 

(i) The Committee are glad to note the steps 
taken by the Indian Museum for the improvement 
of labelling and method of display. The Com-
mittee need hardly stress that continuous efforts 
should be made to effect further improvements in. 
this direction. In the matter of presentation, 
however, the Committee would like to suggest 
the use of simple but effective media of display,. 
and use of indigenous and less costly materials. 

(ii) The Committee also suggest that the work-
ing of the Presentation Unit of the Indian 
Museum vis-a-vis its staff strength should be 
gone into with a view to see whether the staff-
strength is adequate to handle the work smoothly 
and effiCiently. 

In view of the fact that the Indian Museum 
is the oldest Museum in the country with an exten-
sive collection of objects like bronzes, manu-
scripts, coins, textiles, paintings, etc. which 
require pres~ati~n and chemical treatment, the-
Committee feel flia! the scheme of setting up a 
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full-fledged Chemical Section in the Museum 
should have been processed with a sense of 
urgency. The Committee note that although the 
Chemical Unit has started functioning since May, 
1966, it is still poorly equipped in regard to l)oth 
equipments and staff. The Committee need 
hardly stress that the Conservation Laboratory 
of the Indian Museum should be fully equipped 
and fully staffed as early as possible so that it 
can look after the varied and enormous collections 
of the Museum as also of the Victoria Memorial 
Hall Museum properly. The Committee also 
suggest that efforts should be made to get aid 
from UNESCO or any other international agency 
in this regard. 

They further suggest that the Conservation 
Laboratory of the Indian Museur.l should also 
render assistance to the other important museums 
in Calcutta, e.g. Victoria Memorial Hall Museum, 
Asiatic Society, Alshutosh Museum, etc. 

The Committee need Irardly stress that "Every 
Museum must develop an appropriate programme 
for education of the community it serves". They 
are glad to note the educational programmes 
started by the Indian Museum in this regard. 
They, however, feel that educatio'nal program-
mes should be further intensified and strengthen-
ed. The Committee think there is considerable 
scope for holding featured, exhibitions, symposia 
and seminars in collaboration with the univer-
sities and museums in the eastern region. 

The Committee are glad to note that there is 
liaison with the Calcutta University and with 
other educational institutions af Calcutta in re-
gard to the facilities for Tesearch and education 
in the Indian Museum. They, ho:wever, feel that 
it would be desirable to draw-a co-ordinated pro-
gramme for research in consultation with the 
Victoria Memorial Hall Museum and the Ashutosh 
Museum of the Calcutta University. Efforts 
should continue to be made to establish regular 
contacts with other universities situated in the 
Eastern Zone. 

The Committee feel that the Modelling Depart-
ment of the Indian Museum can go a long way in 
establishing better contacts between the Indian 
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Museum on the one hand and colleges and schools 
on the other, as many educational institutions 
would like to have these casts and moulds which 
have great educative value. Furthermore, this 
Department can help in augmenting the revenues 
of the Indian Museum by sale of plaster casts, 
wax-moulds, etc. The Committee therefore 
sugge::."1: that the Ministry of Education may 
review the needs for staff vis-a-vis the work-
load of the Department. 

The Committee commend the steps taken to 
publicise the activities of the Indian Museum 
through press releases, radio broadcasts, docu· 
mentaries, radio talks, etc. They also note that 
Indian Museum has taken part in ~ibitions of 
cultural interest in India and abroad. The Com-
mittee need hardly point out that it is mainly 
through the pUblications like news-letters, ,bulle-
tins, monographs, bibliographies, inexpensive 
prints, etc. that the Museum could be better 
known to a larger public not only within the 
country but also outside its limits. The Com-
mittee would urge that a phased programme of 
bringing out essential publications by Indian 
Museum as well as other Central Government 
Museums shOuld be drawn up and strictly adher-
ed to. 

In view of the extensive publications and 
puhlicity activities undertaken by the Museum, 
the Committee suggest that the question of 
strengthening the Pu'&1icity Publication Unit in 
the Indian Museum may be considered. The 
Committee also recoIIl.lIlend that concerted efforts 
should be made to promote the sales of the pub-
lications brought out by the Indian Museum in 
India as well as abroad. The Committee would 
also like to stress that the Publication Unit should, 
as far as possible, be self-supporting and, if neces-
sary, special grants" snould also bf: madE> to make 
it purposeful. 

The Committee recommend that adequate faci-
lities should be developed in the Library of the 
Indian Museum to meet the growing needs of 
students and research workers. They feel that 
the Library should be properly staffed and should 
be in the charge of a trained Librarian. 
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The Committee also suggest that a phased pro-
gramme for the development of the Library may 
be drawn up and implemented. 

The Committee feel that proPer day to day 
record of the number of visitors to the Indian 
Museum should be kept by the Museum. _ They 
also feel that there should be a uniform practice 
for admission of visitors to all the Central Gov-
ernment Museum. In this connection the Com-
mittee note that the Victoria Memorial Hall 
Museum charges an admission fee of 25 paise for 
adults and 12 paise for children below the age of 
7 years on all working days except Friday when 
double fee is charged. The Committee suggest 

'that the feasibility of introducing a similar scale 
of aclmissidn fee in the Indian Museum and all 
other museums may be conside~ed by Govern-
ment. 

The Committee also desire that a complaint or . 
suggestion book should be kept at the Museun'l 
where the visitors could register their views and 
impressions about the Museum. 

The Committee find that there is a wide gap 
between the budgetary proposals submitted by 
the Indian Museum and the amounts sanctioned 
by the Central Government during the last so 
many years. Although the Committee realise 
that the amounts have to 'be sanctioned by the 
Centrai GOVeI'runent subject to the over-all 
financial resources, they feel that every care 
should be taken by Government to see that the 
essential items of work are not held up due to 
paucity of funds. The Committee would like to 
stress that the Indian Museum, apart from being 
the oldest, is the biggest multipurpose museum 
in the country with vast and varied collection 
of materials, rare manuscripts and records. The 
Committee feel that this MUseum deserves to be 
properly developed so that it can take its rightful 
place as the National Museum for the Eastern 
Zone. In the opinion of the Committee there 
should not Be much disparities in financial aid 
from the Central Government between this 
Museum and the National Mtlseum at New Delhi . 

. ~e Committee realise that the question of pro-
v;dmg funds in the Fourth Five Year Plan so far 
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as the Indian Museum is concerned, has to be 
considered in a wider perspective, i.e. provision 
of funds for the development of other Museums 
and the over-all finances available. However, 
the Committee are unhappy to note that ade-
quate attention has not been paid towards the 
development of those Museums in the country 
which can claim the status of National Museums 
in their respective regions. The Committee feel 
that for allocating funds to the various Museums, 
there should be a system of priorities and funds 
should he provided to those sections first which 
ca'n be made self-supporting and can augment the 
revenues of the Museums. In the opinion of the 
Committee the Modelling, Photography and the 
Publication Units couJd be suitably developed 
so that they could bring in revenues by the sale 
of their prodUcts. Next in order of priority 
comes the Chemical Unit which is so essential 
for cC1llServation and preservation of inva!'lable 
and rare objects. 

The Committee suggest that the question of 
provision of funds for the developmental works 
of the Museums should be gone into in all its 
aspects by Government in consultation with the 
Planning Commission and an order of priorities 
laid down for the development Programmes to 
be undertaken by the Museums in future. 

The Committee are distressed to note that dur-
ing the last five years, the Indian Museum has 
not incurred any expend~ture u'nder the heads 
Acquisition, Preservation, Publications and 
Research and even the expenditure incurred on 
Presentation during 1965-66 has been rather in-
significant. The' Committee are particularly 
unhappv that the bulk of the expenditure is being 
incurred on Administration. The Committee 
connot too strongly emphasise the need for the 
bala'nced development of the Museum under 
different heads like _ Acquisition, Preservation, 
Presentation, -etc. 

(i) The Committee are unhappy that a society 
like the Asiatic Society, which has been a pioneer 
institution in the field of scientific and hum-
anistic studies in this country for more than a 
century and half and has fostered the first mus-

--~- ---------_._-- - - --~---~- .. --
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eum in India, has not received suftlcient and 
legitimate encouragement from the Government. 

In view of the fact that the Society is running 
at a deficit and has no sources of income other 
than the income from the rent that it receives, 
the Committee feel that the Government should 
render adequate financial alSsistance to it by way 
of maintenance grant. The very fact that the 
Society has been compelled to let out a portion 
of its building on rent goes to show that it stands 
in dire need of financial assistance. The Ministry 
of Education which has the primary responsi-
bility for fostering the growth of the museums 
and of learned societies in this country should 
take more active interest in fostering the activities 
of the Society. 

(ii) The Committee regret to learn that the 
Union Government have withdrawn its repre-
sp.ntative on the Council of the Society to save 
Rs. 6000 per annum to be spent for sendi'ng an 
official from Delhi. The Committee feel that the 
Government could have nominated as their re-
presentative, some Central Government Officer 
posted at Calcutta or even some eminent nO'n-
official of Calcutta. The Committee would like 
to stress that Government should take more 
active interest in this matter. 

(iii) The Committee ao not find any justifica-
tion for giving a btlilding grant of Rs. 11 lakhs to 
the Society if the Government have not apprecia-
ted the utility of tliis -body and its proper func-
tioning. The Committee think that the Govern-
ment, before making that building grant, should 
have ensured the proper functioning of the So-
ciety and of proper titillsation of its collections. 

(iv) The Committee further feel that it is not 
quite proper for the Government to ask a learned 
Society like the Asiatic Society to maintain 
itself or to allow its valuable and rare collections 
to go waste and deteriorate. The Committee 
would like to impress that the collections in the 
Society are the precious property of the nation 
and the Government should have taken active 
interest in the maintenance and proper utilisation 
of the collected materials. 

---_._--------------
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(v) The Committee are unhappy about the low 
pay scales of the stafr and recommend that ~e 
Government should look into the matter and will 
help the Asiatic Society to take ~ffective .s~eps 
to improve the pay-scales and service CO~ditlOns 
of all categories of staff emplCl'Yed therem. 

(vi) The Committee attach great iI?porta~ce 
to the preservatio'n of valuable manuscrIpts whIch 
are kept in Asiatic Society. Arrangements should 
therefore be made to utilise the services of the 
UNESCO Unit, Calcutta, for micro-filming and 
preservation of the documents that are in the cus-
tody of the Society. The Conservation work of 
the Society also requires clOSer attention; and 
arrangements may be mage, itt consultation with 
the Indian Museum, Calcutta and the Asiatic 
Society, for renovating such of the manuscripts 
as stand in need of restoration. There should be 
c'lose collaboration between the Indian MUlleum, 
Calcutta alld the Asiatic Society on the technical, 
professional and academic level. The Committee 
hope that the Asiatic Society on its part will take 
energetic steps to prepare a comprehensive cata-
logue of all the manuscripts and other articles 
which it has in its possession. 

(vii) The Committee are not happy about the 
present organisational and administrative set-up 
of the Society and would suggest that an early 
review may be made in this direction. They 
would also urge that in view of its imp"rtance 
as a learned, Society, the Government should 
have a more direct and active role to play in its 
organisation and administration. 

The Committee note that the Preamble to the 
Victoria Memorial Act, 1903 (as amended by Act 
58 of 1960) makes no mention about the objectives 
of the Museum. The general public associates, 
the Museum with the name of Queen Victoria 
whose memory it perpetuates !Jut it has no vivid 
idea about the collections or the functions of the 
Museum. The Committee hope that an early 
opportunity would be taken to define its basic 
objectives by a Government Resolution so that 
the Museum may be developed as a Modern His-
torica'! Museum of the country. The Committee 
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also suggest that the activities of the Museum 
should be widely publicised. 

The Committee regret that even after 19 years 
of independence the Victoria Memorial Hall 
Museum is still continuing to preSe'nt only one 
side of the shield, namely, the British side and 
almost nothing slllbstantial has been done to exhi-
bit the other side, i.e. the Indian side. In cultu-
ral, religious, political, journalistic and literary 
fields, eminent Indians have played a significant 
role from the days of the East India Company. 
The Committee feel that the Government shOuld 
immediately take steps to make the Victoria 
Memorial Hall Museum a well-balanced institu-
tion cdntaining exhibits relating to modern IndIan 
history. In this connec1Jion, the ComlI).ittee also 
suggest that the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum 
should endeavour to collect the manuscirpts and 
other exhibits connected with the political and 
cultural re'naissance movement with particular 
reference to the regions in the Eastern Zone. The 
Agrarian movement against the Indigo planters 
of Bengal and Bihar, which might ,be called a 
turning point in the political movement in India, 
should have received some attention. 

The Committee regret that even after 19 years 
of independence no steps have been taken to re-
organise the Board of Trustees, which, as at pre-
sent constituted, is not likely to inspire much 
confidence and give a lead in the ali-round deve-
lopment of the Museum. The Committee hope 
that immediate steps will be taken to reorganise 
the Board of Trustees so as to make it a suitable 
organ for running a learned body in which the 
representatives of Museum Associaion of India, 
Indian Museum, Calcutta, the Ashutosh Museum 
of Calcutta University, the Central and the State 
Governments interested (i.e., of the Eastern 
Zone) may be included. If necessary, the relevant 
Act may be suitably amended to meet this pur-
pose. 

The Committee are unhappy to note that the 
Victoria Memorial Hall Museum which is expect-
ed to be developed as a Museum of Modern His-
tory has not during the recent years acquired 
any exhibit historical value so as to give the 
collections a diversity and richness that the 
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MUlleUIn' deserves. They also feel that the 
amount placed at the disposal of the Museum for 
the acquisition of exh1bits is rather meagre. The 
Committee hope that Government would see to it 
that the development of the Museum is not 
retarded either due to lack of funds or initiative 
and eagerness to enrich the collections-in diJIe-
rent directions namely. historical, social, political 
and cultural. 

The Committee regret to note that no criteria 
have been laid down in regard to the selection of 
portraits of national leaders for display in the 
Gallery of the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum. 
The Committee are also distressed that the Cen-
tral Government has not deemed it necessary to 
give any directives to the authorities of the Vic-
toria Memorial Hall Museum in regard to the 
selection of portraits of India's national leaders. 
The Committee would suggest that Government 
may immediately constitute a Selection Commit-
tee consisting of eminent historians, public men 
(including MembeI'S of P.arliament), representa-
tives of the Central and State G<>vernments, with 
a view to draw up a list of national leaders whose 
portraits could find a place in the Gallery of the 
Victoria Memorial Hall Museum. The Selection 
Committee may also select the artists who should 
execute the work 

The Committee cannot over-emphasise the 
necessity of preparing standardised Stock Register 
so that stock taking could be done methodically 
to avoid possible pilferage or loss of exhibits. 
They would urge that adequate assistance be pro_ 
vided to the Museum in this regard. 

(i) The Committee desire that immediate stePs 
should be taken to effect improvements in the 
method of display in <the Victoria Memorial Hall 
Museum and for this purpose ~he Government/ 
Museum may seek the advice of some of the 
eminent museologists in the country. The Com-
mittt:e also feel that old labels on the exhibits 
should be replaced by printed labels containing 
additional information as early as possible. 

(ii) The Committee would suggest that Gov-
ernment may explore the feasibility of keeping in 
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the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum or any other 
suitable place the statues of the British and other 
foreign dignitaries which have been removed 
from public places allover the country. 

While ,the CoInmittee realise that for day-to-
day conservation wor~ there is a need for having 
a small conservation cell in the Victoria Memorial 
Hall Museum, they feel that for major conser-
vation works, the Museum should utilise the 
facilities available at the Indian Museum, Cal-
cutta. In fact, the Conservation Department of 
the Indian Museum should be able to render ex-
per~ advice to the conservation staff of the 
Victoria Memorial Hall Museum and also train 
them in conservation techniques. 

The Committee are unhappy to learn that 
valuable manuscripts of the Victoria Memorial 
Hall Museum are fading due to lack of IProper 
ronserva'tion. The Committee would urge that 
immediate steps should be taken to renovate such 
manuscripts so thaJt they may not be permanently 
lost to the Museum. The Commi,ttee would like 
to stress that though photostait copies are neces-
sary, these cannot be expected to substitute to 
originals and as such, efforts should continue to 
be made for conservation of the original man'l-
scripts. 

The Committee commend the educational pro-
ap-ammes undertaken by the Victoria Memorial 
Hall Museum. They hope that these IProgrammes 
will be further intensified and strengthened. 

The Committee feel that the Victoria Memorial 
Hall Museum with its varied collections relating-
to the British period of Indian history is capable 
of being and should be developed for' purposes of 
research in modern Indian history. The Com-
mittee suggest that a comprehensive programme 
for research may be drawn up in conjunction 
with the University of Calcutta and other uni-
versities. In order to provide facilities for re-
search, the Victoria MeffiQrial Hall Museum 
Library should be enlarged so as to inclUde com-
prehensive collections on modern Indian history. 
The Museum should have a qualified Librarian to 
cater to. the needs of the research scholars. More 
reading space should be provided for the research 
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, scholars visit~ the Museum for purposes or' 
study. 

The Committee note that the Victoria Memorial 
Hall Museum has not organised any exhibition 
sincel9P7. Even the exhibition that was held in 
that year was one sided inasmuch as only the 
British side of the 1875 uprising was shown. The 
Committee suggest that the Victoria Memo.rial 
Hall Museum should be helped to acquire and 
exhibit some pictures, books, documents etc. 
showing the Indian side oHhe 1857 rising. The 
Committee would further urge that the Govern-
ment should provide adequate facilities to the 
Victoria Memorial Hall Museum for organising 
exhi·bitions on modern and conteIDiPOl'ary history 
at regular intervals. 

The Committee are unhappy to note that the 
Victoria Memorial Hall Museum has not brought 
out any pu:blications for many years. 'nil." Com-
mittee cannot over-emphasise the importance of 
bringing' out an illustrated guide book and _ a 
catalogue for the use of the visitors as weLl as 
research scholars. The Committee hope that 
Government would see to it that these pub1ica~ 
tions are brought out without delay. 

The Committee cannot appreciate the argumEnt 
of the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum' authori-
ties that they could not publish the picture post 
cards for wa'nt of funds; rather the Committee 
feel that these picture post cards could have 
brought in some additional revenue. The Com-
mittee suggest that Victoria Memorial Hall 
Museum should bring out multi-coloured picture 
-post cards which have great attraction for the 
tourists. 

The Committee note with regret that during 
these five years, the number of visitors has re-
mained more or less stationary in spite of large 
expansion of education and increase in number of 
literate people. The Committee can come to 
only one conclusion that the authorities have not 
made any serious e1fort to attract visitors and to 
popularise the Museum. 

The Committee suggest that concerted drive 
should be made to publicise the acitivities and 

--------_._ .. -
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-importance of the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum 
so as to attract more visitors to this importanl 
historical Museum. The Committee also suggest 
-that a complaint or suggestion book should be 
kept at the Museum where the'visitors could 
register their views and impressions about the 
Museum. The Committee feel that special lec-
tures and symposia by eminent persons organised 
in the Museum'may be utilised for popularising 
the Uuseum and attracting more visitors. 

The Committee are unhappy to note that the 
expenditure being incurred by the Victoria 
Memorial Hall Museum on acquisition and pre-
servation of art objects, purchase of books and 
equipment etc. is negligible as compared to the 
expenditure being incurred on staff. They are 
all the more unhappy to note tha. nothing has 
been provided for research work and more 
amount is spent for -the maintenance of the 
garden than the Museum proper. The Committee 
feel that expenditure on the maintenance of the 
garden should not be a charge on the Museum 
but it should be met out of a separate grant to 
be given to the Museum for the purpose. It should, 
however, 'be ensured that the garden is not neg-
lected and is properly maintained. The Com-
mittee would like the Ministry of Education to 
go carefully into the budget of the Museum so as 
to ensure that the amounts are spent properly 
and in keeping with the needs of the Museum 
before sanctioning the grants. 

The Committee are constrained to note that 
a large amount, which was intended for the pur-
chase of objects of iIl'terest or art or for the 
adornment or completion of the Victoria Memo-
rial Hall Museum, has been allowed to accumu-
late in the Endowment Fund now held with the 
State Bank of India, London. They are unhappy 
that no steps have been taken by the Government 
to have the funds transferred to India for being 
sPent for the development of the Museum. The 
Committee would stress the need for the early 
transfer of the funds from London so that they 
could be utilised for the betterment of the 
Museum. 
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II. ANALYSIS OF THE REOO,MMBNDATIONS DIRECTED 
TOWARDS EOONOMY 

S. No. as 
per summary 

S. of recom-
No. mendations 

2 

3 

(Appendix 
VIII) 

2(ii) 

17 

18 

particulars 

3 

The feasibility of acceptin~ donations from tho! 
public for the purpose of eJU'lching the collections 
of the MUSeum. may be exploted. The responsibi-
lity also lies on the non-official members of the 
Board to attract private monetary and/or art 
donations from philanthropists, art connoisseurs 
and private donors. . 

Modelling Department of the Indian Museum 
can help in augmenting the revenues of the 
Museum by sale of !plaster casts, wax, moulds, etc. 
The needs for staff of this Department vis-a-vis 
the work load of the Department may be review-
ed. 

Concerted efforts should be made to promote 
the sales of the publications brought out by the 
Indian Museum in India as well as abroad. The 
PublicatiQn Unit should, as far as possible, be 
self-supporting. 

103 



4 

s 

3 

For allocating funds to the various Museums, 
there should be a system of priorities and funds 
should be provided to thQSe sections first which 
can be made self-supporting and can augment the 
revenues of the Museums. Modelling, Photo-
graphy and the Publication Units could be suit-
ably developed so that they could bring in reve-
nues by the sale of their products. 

Early steps may be taken to transfer the funds 
of the Victoria Memorial Hall Museum which are 
lying in London to India so that they could be 
utilised for the betterment of the Museum. 
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