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Title: Demand to 1ssue visa to the Haj Yatries being send by the private tour operators.
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... (FEur)
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Nothing will go on record except Shri Sunil Khan's speech.

(Interruptions)*

*Not Recorded.
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Mr. Minister, do you want to react on this?

>THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRIMATI VASUNDHARA
RAIJE): Sir, I can understand the concern of the hon. Members. ... (Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: She is reacting on the point made by Shri Shailendra Kumar.

SHRIMATI VASUNDHARA RAIJE: Sir, | understand the concern of the hon. Members. The Government is as
exercised about this issue as you are. This year, 91,000 yatris were given permission to go for Haj. Out of that,
66,000 of these were given to the Haj Committee, and 25,000 were given to private tour operators. Out of
66,000, approximately 63,000 were given visas, permission for travel, through the Haj Committee. The leftover
quota was given to the private tour operators, which made 1t from 25,000 to 28,000. We have permission for
91,000. The issue was closed on the 5th of March, after which, we did not want to allow anybody else to travel
because you will all appreciate that the logistics involved with the travel arrangements are enormous. However,
these 91,000 people, about whom we are talking about, will travel.

As far as the other issue of increasing their amounts or their quotas are concerned, we are, at the moment, in
discussion with the Government of Saudi Arabia and we hope that, perhaps, next year, they would increase that
amount. ... (Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Nothing will go on record.

(Interruptions)*

*Not Recorded.



