Title: Requests the Government to reconsider and cancel the decision of granting Visa to Mr. Salman Rushdie.

SHRI E. AHAMED (MANJERI): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, | am raising here a serious matter which is the
concern of a very large population of this country. I also avail of this opportunity to express deep sense of
resentment of the Muslims community of India on the Government decision to grant visa to a foreign national
Salman Rushdie to visit this country.

Sir, Salman Rushdie, in the eyes of the Muslim community of the world over, is blasphemour. He has committed
a blasphemy by abusing the holy Prophet of Islam and his family. He has not regretted so far, and it has wounded
the sentiments of Muslims all over the country and all over the world. He has really hurt the feelings and
sentiments of a very large section of the people in this country. Such a man should not be welcomed in the soil
of this country. Freedom of Expression does not mean freedom to wound other submits.

Sir, [ would like to say that, Muslims have taken a principled stand on this matter. The feelings of the Muslims
towards the Prophet cannot be expressed as it is quite in explicable. On such an occasion, Mr. Salman Rushdie
by abusing the holy Prophet and his family has become a man of blasphemy. He has committed a blasphemy. He
has not regretted his action. Such a man cannot be allowed to visit India. It is the duty of the Government to
respect the sentiments of the people of this country. It is not the duty of the Government to bring anybody to
wound the sentiments of the people of this country. It is a question of sentiments of millions and millions of the
people of this country. But our Government feel that it 1s not a concern for them. Grant of visa to Rushdie is
unwise and provocative. Therefore, I would request that the Government should reconsider it and cancel the
decision of granting him the visa.
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