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Title: Discussion on the Supplementary Demands for Grants No.2 and 16 in respect of Budget (Railways) for
1998-99. Demands - Voted

18.28 hrs.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The House will now take up Supplementary Demands for Grants in respect of the
Budget (Railways) for 1998-99 for which two hours have been allotted for discussion and voting.

Motion moved:
"That the respective supplementary sums not exceeding the amounts shown in the third column of the Order
Paper be granted to the President of India out of the Consolidated Fund to defray the charges that will come in

course of payment during the year ending the 31st day of March, 1999 in respect of the heads of Demands
entered in the second column thereof against Demand Nos. 2 and 16."
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SHRI KONIJETI ROSAIAH (NARASARAOPET): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, the number of Members in the
Treasury Benches is small. It shows their lack of interest in getting these Demands passed. Though we are sitting
in the Opposition, we are helping them to get the Demands for Grants of the Railways passed. I would request
the hon. Minister of Railways to kindly listen to me and note down one or two points which I am going to place
before him.

In our country, gauge conversion on a number of routes is going on. Metre-gauge is converted into broad-gauge
with huge investments. This is a most welcome move. Wherever gauge conversion has taken place, it has helped
those areas to join the national map. The economy in those areas is also improving.

Sir, the Railways are not taking care of the passenger amenities wherever they go in for gauge conversion.
Platforms are very low wherever we have metre-gauge lines. They are called low-level platforms. When the
metre-gauge is converted into broad-gauge, it goes without saying and it goes without any demand from any
quarter that the level of the platform should also be raised to a high level. For carrying out this work, sufficient
Budgetary provision is necessary. Most unfortunately, in Andhra Pradesh, I have seen that on a number of
routes, age-old low level platforms are continuing. The Railways are not taking sufficient interest to raise the
level of those low-level platforms. For instance, [ will submit to the hon. Railway Minister that there is a route
from Guntur to Guntakal via Nandyal.

Actually, the stations are also decades-old and no renovation work has been taken up in many stations. The
platforms are very low and a number of accidents are taking place. The villagers who travel in train are, really,
not aware of the compensation that they can claim whenever an accident takes place and due to the negligence of
the Railways, they are suffering. [ would request the Minister of Railways to pay special attention and see that
the platforms are raised. Then, lighting arrangements in the stations also have to be improved.

Sir, I will give a classic example of the negligence of the Railways. There is a railway station called Tonakonda
in Vijayawada Division. When metre gauge trains were running on that line, there was a foot overbridge
connecting the two platforms there. When the line was converted into broad gauge, the railway authorities said
that they would reconstruct that bridge after gauge conversion and they had removed it. Now, even after three
years, that foot overbridge has not been reconstructed. I made several representations to the railway authorities,
including the Minister of Railways. I met the railway officials. They are pleading their inability to reconstruct it
because of the non-availability of funds. It is most unfortunate and also unfair that an existing facility was
removed at the time of gauge conversion. After all, the people of that area are demanding the reconstruction of
that foot overbridge for them. I think, the Minister will kindly look into this matter also.

Sir, apart from other things in the Budget, the allocation for passenger amenities needs to be increased. The
allocation for passenger amenities is very negligible. The Railway Budget is increasing multifold, but the
allocation for passenger amenities like improvement of stations, platforms, lighting arrangements, supply of
protected water, cover over platforms etc. need some money, and proportionate increase in the Railway Budget
for these things is lacking. So, I appeal to the Minister to bear this important aspect in mind for the benefit of the

travelling public and look after their welfare.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Shailendra Kumar, you have to conclude now.
... (Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record.

(Interruptions) *

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Shailendra Kumar, look towards this side.

... (Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record.

(Interruptions)*
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SHRI AJAY CHAKRABORTY (BASIRHAT): Hon. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, I think, the Railways is a miniature
form of India. It is a symbol of national integrity. The Railways connect the entire India, that is, from North to
South and from East to West. The passengers in the bogies or the compartments of a particular train are from
different regions and speak different languages. They represent different culture and creed. They are travelling in
the same train. [ hope, the demands presented before the Minister of Railways for improvement of the railway
facilities will be agreed to. No doubt these are modest demands but these are also just demands. It is not possible



on the part of the Minister of Railways or anybody else to fulfil all the demands due to inadequacy of funds. So,
I urge upon the Minister of Finance to allocate more funds. I think, cutting across the party lines, all of us should
make a demand before the Government of India for more budgetary support for the Railways.

Let me draw the attention of this House, through you, to another aspect. Every day, we read in the morning
newspapers about more and more train accidents taking place, and the hon. Minister of Railways or the Minister
of State for Railways or the Chairman, Railway Board rushing to the spots. They set up inquiry commissions to
be headed by some persons. The Minister of Railways makes a statement before the Press that they are rushing
medical aid, etc., etc.

A railway accident may happen due to a technical fault or it may be a man-made fault.

There are so many reasons. I urge upon the hon. Railway Minister to look into the matter seriously because our
signalling system is of very low standard. The signalling system should be improved. The tracks on which our
trains are moving are very old as most of the tracks had been laid by the Britishers and after Independence
practically very few tracks have been laid. The Railways have been using the same old tracks. So, I urge upon
the Railway Minister to look into this matter seriously.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Now, the hon. Railway Minister.

... (Interruptions)

SHRI VARKALA RADHAKRISHNAN (CHIRAYINKIL): Sir, I have not spoken... (Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: All right, then let him complete first.

SHRI AJAY CHAKRABORTY : Lastly, Sir, I would like to draw the attention of the hon. Railway Minister to
my area. In my area mostly the Dalits and downtrodden people are living. It is quite far from Calcutta City. Last
year, the hon. Railway Minister was kind enough to sanction a sum of Rs.1 crore for the electrification of
Basirhat Section under Sealdah Division of the Eastern Railway.

I would urge upon the Railway Minister to give a budgetary support for the remaining money.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: You have to put a fullstop now.

SHRI AJAY CHAKRABORTY : Sir, [ am completing.

Sir, I urge upon the Railway Minister to sanction more money for the completion of the electrification of this
Section under Sealdah Division. The Hon. Minister has already sanctioned Rs.1 crore for that project.

Thank you, Sir.

SHRI C. GOPAL (ARAKKONAM): Mr. Deputy-Speaker Sir, I am very much grateful to you for giving me an
opportunity to speak on the Supplementary Demands for Grants (Railways).

I would like to draw the attention of the hon. Minister to the problems relating to my constituency and I am
expecting that he would do something in this regard.

Sir, Arakkonam is the main junction and it is situated in between Katpadi, Coimbatore, Chengalpet, Tirupati and
Chennai. Arakkonam is a major town and is having a population of more than five lakhs. Through Arakkonam
Railway junction daily more than two lakh people travel from different parts of the country. There has been a
demand for quite a long time for operating electric trains which should run between Arakkonam and Katpadi,
and Arakkonam and Tirupati. I have met the hon. Railway Minister several times and given him the papers also
in this regard. The EMU trains are very much necessary on that route.

Therefore, I would request the hon. Railway Minister to sanction electric trains from Arakkonam to Tirupati and
Arakkonam to Katpadi and fulfil the demands of lakhs of people of that area. It has become necessary to allot
EMU trains to the Southern region immediately.

19.00 hrs.

Also I request the hon. Minister that the superfast train should be stopped at Arakkonam because I have already
stated that daily two lakhs of people are travelling. Even though there are trains, they feel it insufficient.
Therefore, for the convenience of the public, it is necessary that Brindavan Express, Cheran Express and
Chennai-Mumbai Express should be stopped at Arakkonam railway station for at least two minutes.

Also Mysore-Tirupati fast passenger train must be allowed to run via Arakkonam junction instead of bypassing
Arakkonam.

There is also a connecting train running between Arakkonam and Katpadi and that train starts from Arakkonam
at about 6.15 a.m. and reaches Katpadi at 8 a.m. So, from 8 a.m. to 5.15 p.m. it is halting in that place.
Therefore, I am requesting the hon. Minister to operate -- I am not asking for a new train -- that train in between
time and to solve the problems of more than two lakh people.

There is also an inter-State Express which was running in between Chennai and Tirupati as a fast passenger train
and now it turned into an Express train. Also the train fare has been enhanced. Therefore, the public find it



inconvenient and the poor people are also suffering a lot. Therefore, that train may be converted into a fast
passenger train again.

On behalf of my party, I am supporting the Supplementary Demands for Grants (Railways).

SHRI S.S. PALANIMANICKAM (THANJAVUR): Sir, last year the hon. Railway Minister allotted Rs. 4 crore
for Thanjavur-Nagore broad-gauge conversion but it had been diverted into some other project. I urge upon the
hon. Minister to allot some funds because this 1s a long pending conversion.

For Thanjavur-Vilupuram broad-gauge conversion, they announced that they are going to allot Rs.85 crore in the
main Budget. But, later in the House we have been demanding that full funds should be allotted; otherwise, the
project could not be included in the Budget. At that time, the hon. Minister assured that he would allot Rs.85
crore and start the work this year. But we came to know that so far the permission from the Planning
Commission has not been received. I would request the hon. Minister to get the permission from the Planning
Commission and speed up the work.

Day before yesterday, our hon. Minister gave a reply that in the Ninth Five Year Plan we need 1,65,000 wagons
but the Wagon India Limited produce only 29,000 wagons per year. We are 1n need of 4,000 wagons per year.
The very old, Golden Track Workshop in Trichy may be upgraded as a wagon producing workshop. The well
experienced, employees and vast area are available in the workshop.

We need a new DMU train between Thanjavur and Tiruhci where we have already got the broad-gauge line. But
so far we are not getting more trains.

I request the hon. Minsiter to introduce express trains to Coimbatore with first class and AC facilities.

More than a century old Rameshwaram Express, which is running between Chennai and Rameshwaram, was
renamed as ‘Sethu Express'. I would request the hon. Minister to kindly restore its old name, which is a
prestigious name.

Thank you for giving me an opportunity to speak.
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SHRI VARKALA RADHAKRISHNAN (CHIRAYINKIL): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, there is a general
complaint in the State of Kerala that the State is being neglected by the Railway authorities. This complaint is
there for years together, but nothing has been done to improve the situation. I am also of the same opinion. I will
be compelled to offer Satyagraha before the Railway Divisional Office, Trivandrum, if the grievances are not
redressed. I have given a notice also. This is what [ want to say in sum and substance.

My first and foremost demand is about the electrification of the Trivandrum-Ernakulam Section. Now, the State
Government has already given an assurance to the Railway Board that they will provide power at concessional
rates. There is an agreement also to that effect. However, the Ministry of Railways have not taken up the work so
far. It has to be taken up immediately.

Now, I come to the doubling work of Shoranur-Mangalore Section. The work is not in progress. This is a general
demand of the public for a long time. They are not doing it in spite of the repeated requests from the public. So,
the work has to be expedited.

I would also like to mention about the doubling of the Quilon-Trivandrum Section. This work is also not
progressing as desired by the people of Kerala. This is rather lamentable.

Now, I come to the development of Trivandrum Central Station. We can see that the State Government has
surrendered most of the building in and around the Station. The Headquarters of the Kerala State Electricity
Board was handed over to them years before, but they are not using it and keeping it vacant without any work.
The State Government also surrendered the Kerala State Road Transport Corporation's Central Office, but it is
also kept idle. It is used as a taxi stand collecting revenues from the taxi owners. [ would like to point out that no
development work has been started. The State Government has acquired some hotels near the Station. They are
also being kept vacant without starting any construction work. The situation is lamentable. So, immediate steps
should be taken towards the improvement of Trivandrum Central Station. The Railway Board had already
declared it as a model Station. But no work has taken place so far. This Station is bringing revenues to the
Railways which is next to Madras Central in Southern Railway. It appears that the Railway authorities are very
much benefited by the Trivandrum Central Station.

I would like to touch upon another important demand, that is, with regard to Konkan Railway. (Interruptions).
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Radhakrishnan, please conclude. You have already taken more than five
minutes.

... (Interruptions)

SHRI VARKALA RADHAKRISHNAN (CHIRAYINKIL): Sir, I will conclude within two minutes.
(Interruptions).

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please conclude.

... (Interruptions)

SHRI VARKALA RADHAKRISHNAN (CHIRAYINKIL): I would like to touch upon another important
demand, that is, with regard to Konkan Railway. It is said that 1t 1s running at a loss. If it is to be made
remunerative, then immediate steps should be taken towards doubling of Mangalore-Shoranur Section.



Now, I come to the most important aspect, that is, about the delays in the running of trains. We travel by trains at
a risk. We are not sure whether we will be alive in the morning, if we travel during night. The people are not sure
of reaching their destinations. In spite of the fact that the railway journey is very risky, people will have to resort
to that only because there is no other source of travel. So, the authorities should take prompt action to run the
trains as per schedule. We see very often on television that Trivandrum-Mangalore Express is running late by 23
hours. Sometimes, the delay 1s about two to three hours, and it is very common in most of the trains. After all,
life is short. It should not be spent in railway journey. So, the authorities should take immediate steps to run the
trains as per schedule and help the public. (Interruptions).

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: If you want reply from the Minister, please conclude.

SHRI VARKALA RADHAKRISHNAN : Yes. So, [ would request him to at least try to keep the schedule
because time is very precious. Man's life is very short and it cannot be unnecessarily spent in railways but he has
to spend much of his life time in railways because of the late running of the trains.

What about the bogies or the wagons used? We cannot travel during rainy season because the entire rain water
will be inside the bogey. People are put to so many hardships.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please conclude.

SHRI VARKALA RADHAKRISHNAN : Yes, I am concluding. I would request the Railway Minister to at least
give us some good bogies.

About Varkala, I would request you to stop the train at Varkala. I have given you a notice. If it is not done, I will
be compelled in my advanced age to offer Satyagraha before a particular office. About the Supplementary
Demands for Grants, I have no objection. I support it. But the thing is that the Railways and the time schedule
should be maintained properly. With these words, I conclude.

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI NITISH KUMAR): The train will run late due to his agitation.
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SHRI K.S. RAO (MACHILIPATNAM): Sir, as Shri Radhakrishnan has said the Railways is one of the most
important organisations which is catering to the needs of the common man. In this context, I would like to say
that South-Central Railways is running in profit and efficiently also. I do not know whether the credit would go
to you or to somebody else. The hon. Minister is also aware of that. It is one of the Zonal Railways. We have got
great faith on you. We thought that as an youngster, you are very dynamic and you will do things that you have
promised.

During his visit to Vijayawada last time, the hon. Minister had promised that looking at the performance of the
Railways there and the requirements of the people there, he would immediately start a Shatabadi train from
Vijayawada to Secunderabad. I am sure that he would start it, but I only wish that it should be introduced this
year itself and not in the next year.

As I had explained last time, Machilipatnam is a town which has got about 1,500 years of history and there used
to be a train running from Machilipatnam to Marmagoa. But today, it is a neglected district headquarters. This is
the only district headquarters which does not have a direct train to the State capital. [ would request the hon.
Minister to provide at least a fast passenger train, if not a super-fast train between Machilipatnam and
Secunderabad. Similarly, we brought to his notice last time that the doubling work and also electrification of
Guntur-Bibinagar line had to be taken up.

I suppose that at the moment, they are drawing power from the State Government. I do not know the price at
which they are drawing power, but there is an opportunity now, with reduced cost of generation and cost of
equipment in a competitive spirit, to get it at a cheaper price. I would like to bring it to the knowledge of the
hon. Minister to see whether Railways can think in terms of starting a power project either on its own or in a
joint venture with private entrepreneurs and by doing so, they can reduce the cost of power.

The hon. Minister, time and again, is feeling constraint of money in expanding the projects of Railways. He has
got the opportunity to earn more money in the South-Central Railway by introducing more trains between
Machilipatnam, Vijayawada and Hyderabad in which people are ready to travel, who are otherwise travelling by
road transport. So, I would request the hon. Minister to give a serious thought to immediately starting this
Shatabadi train and also a fast passenger train from Vijayawada to Hyderabad and Machilipatnam to Hyderabad.
As Shri Radhakrishnan was saying, in the recent past, the accidents have become more frequent, and particularly
the Narsapur Express which runs between Vijayawada and Hyderabad had met with accidents on many
occasions in the recent past thereby the faith of the people who travel in that train has come down. [ would
request the hon. Minister to find out the reasons. Of course, in the recent past, in reply to a Starred Question, the
hon. Minister had said that 80 per cent of the accidents had taken place only due to human failures. Unless the
hon. Minister gives some deterrent, severe and stringent punishment to the people who are neglecting their
duties and taking them easy, this will continue. Therefore, if he gives severe punishment to those who fail to
perform their duties or are not taking proper care, then he can reduce the number of accidents taking place due to
human failure. I can understand other reasons for accidents, but 80 per cent of accidents occurring due to human
failure cannot be allowed to continue for ever.

Only yesterday, the Government has got a legislation passed giving death penalty for using explosive substances.
I do not say that they should give death penalty here also, but some severe punishment should be given. [ would
also request that the inquiries should not be prolonged for years together. If he takes action within a short spell of
time, then rest of the people will remain in form and the number of accidents can be reduced.

I just read in the newspapers recently that the hon. Minister wanted that the Rajdhani Express which is running
bi-weekly between Secunderabad and New Delhi should be run once in a week. Our people are requesting us
every time to go to the hon. Minister and get this train run tri-weekly. I do not know whether the news is right or
wrong, but I would request the hon. Minister not to reduce the frequency because Rajdhani Express is there from
everywhere to New Delhi, but it is not there from Hyderabad. It should have been run daily, but I would request
the hon. Minister to make it a tri-weekly train and not a train running once in a week.

Similarly, the Minister gave a super-fast express train from New Delhi to Vijayawada, but it is taking 44 hours
from here to Vijayawada instead of taking about 26 or 27 hours. May I request that instead of calling it a super-
fast train, it may be called a passenger or a fast passenger train? But if he calls it a super-fast train, [ would
request him to reduce the time and see why it is delayed. The fare the Railways are charging in those trains is of
super-fast train, but the train is going at a speed of super-passenger train. May I request the hon. Minister to find
out the reasons for its getting delayed almost everyday? I can understand some reason if it is getting delayed
once in a month or two. It is getting late everyday. Maybe, the Railway authorities are taking it easy thinking



that no Member of Parliament is there to raise that issue or to sit on the neck of the hon. Minister and fight as to
why there is such a delay.

I request the hon. Minister to pay some attention to this. Similarly, last time, you have promised to introduce a
direct train from Vizag to Bangalore. You did give it, but the passengers have brought it to our notice saying that
the coaches are condemned ones and that they do not offer any facilities to the passengers. May I request the
hon. Minister to give some serious thought to it? I also request him to keep his commitments and promises that
he made to the Members of Parliament and also in public at Vizag.

Lastly, Vizag is a fast growing industrial and business centre, and everywhere the growth is very high. So, I
request the hon. Minister to introduce a direct train from Vizag to Mumbai as it will help both Vizag and
Mumbai. Thank you very much.
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SHRI BAJU BAN RIYAN (TRIPURA EAST): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I request the hon. Minister of Railways to
order survey for a new railway line from Agartala to Sabrum, and to ensure early completion of the Kumarghat-
Agartala broad gauge project.
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