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Title: Offered felicitations to the Deputy Speaker and in reply Shri P.M. Sayeed, the Deputy Speaker, thanked
the Speaker and the members.
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>SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA (MIDNAPORE): Sir, ever since [ have been in this House, I have watched my
friend, Shri P.M. Sayeed, with great appreciation, respect and admiration the way he has always conducted
himself whether as an ordinary Member, a Minister or Chairman of various Committees. What has been said
here about him, only proves that he is eminently suitable for the choice which the House has made today in
electing him as the Deputy Speaker of this House. He has never shown anger, impatience or any tendency to be
subjective in his judgment or finding. He is eminently a person who can always be relied upon to show the
utmost impartiality and to treat the House and all the Members here with utmost respect.

I, on behalf of my Party, extend our warmest felicitations to him and assure him of our utmost cooperation in
helping him to discharge his duties in a way which will bring him further credit in addition to whatever credit he
has already accumulated in these many years.

I have nothing further to say. I am extremely happy and all Members here, I am sure, are happy with the choice
of the House that has fallen unanimously on Shri P.M. Sayeed. That 1s also a record in the sense that there was
some apprehension of some controversies being aroused over the choice. But ultimately, Sir, as you know, the



matter has been settled unanimously. This is a no small measure due to Shri Sayeed's own personality, his
reputation and his great standing in the House.

So, I join with all the other leaders in once again expressing our felicitations and congratulations to him for his
election.
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>SHRI LK. GUJRAL (JALANDHAR): Sir, I consider it a privilege to get up to felicitate my dear old friend
who has been chosen to this high office. He came to the Parliament in 1967 when I was already there. I have
been watching him since he has come here. It has been my privilege to work with him in various capacities. I
have always found him a man of great intellect and also a man of great values. I know of his faith in the
Parliamentary democracy. I am conscious of the fact that in whichever bench he has sat - opposition or the
Government - he has always upheld the democratic values.

Since I have known him from the day he came here, as I said, I was present there when he came, I am certain
that when he adorns this Chair, he will continue to uphold those values for which we all stand for. And we all see
to 1t that democratic values, democratic procedures, democratic attitudes prevail under all circumstances.

I wish him good luck and I wish our House good wishes because I think, we have chosen the right person for
this post.

>SHRI PURNO A. SANGMA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the world is celebrating the Golden Jubilee of adoption of the
UN Charter on Human Rights. According to the Charter, amongst other things, social origin shall not be a
ground for discrimination. Shri Sayeed hails from distant, sea-bound, small region of Lakshadweep. Today, by
electing him as the Deputy Speaker, the House has signalled that in our sub-continent-size democracy, people
with origin in distant, small regions will not be forgotten. For us, there could not have been a better way of
celebrating the Golden Jubilee of the Human Rights Charter, than this.

Shri Sayeed is a linguist. He 1s proficient in Hindi, English, Malayalam, Kannada, Tamil and Tulu. In a sense, he
represents the composite culture of our country and is hence eminently suited to hold the high office of the
Deputy Speaker.

It was 1996. I went to Lakshadweep to attend a reception that Shri Sayeed had organised in connection with the
marriage of his daughters. It was then that I realised the place that Shri Sayeed has in the hearts of his people.
His entire village had turned up in his humble house. Virtually, all the islanders in the village and nearby places
attended the reception. They sat inside his house, in his courtyard, in the sea-front and under coconut trees and



helped themselves to the very same simple lunch in congregational style. There was no distinction between the
rich and the poor, high and the lowly, close relatives and others.

No wonder, Shri Sayeed has returned to this House nine times over consecutively. In fact, Shri Sayeed and Shri
Khagpati Pradhani are the two Members of this august House whose names have been entered in the Guinnes
Book of World Record for having elected to Parliament eight consecutive times.

For him, maturing in our parliamentary democracy through the terms of 11 out of 12 Presidents and 11 out of 14
Prime Ministers should have been a ground experience. This house has already seen this experience in display in
the performance of Shri Sayeed as a member of the panel of Chairmen.

Shri Sayeed is a senior politician, senior to me in politics. Nonetheless in 1995-96, when both of us were
working in the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, I was the Cabinet Minister and he was the Minister of
State. The gentleman that Shri Sayeed is, he never brought our relative political seniority positions to affect our
hierarchical relationship in the Ministry. We had excellent working relationship. I found that God has gifted Shri
Sayeed with a mind and heart which are as serene as the blue lagoons of Lakshadweep.

Thomas Gray, the famous British poet of the romantic period, in his elegy written on a country churchyard sang:
"Full many a gem of purest rays serene,

The dark unfathomed caves of ocean bear,

Full many a flower is born to blush unseen,

And waste its sweetness in the desert air."

Shri Sayeed is a coral gem; is a lilly of lagoons; we have fathomed this gem out of the Arabic Sea for us to wear;
presented this flower to adorn our House Chair. We have proved the poet wrong. I am sure, he will shine. He
will spread fragrance.

Hon. Shri P.M. Sayeed, I wish you all the bounties of God and success in your new assignment. Thank you, Sir.

>SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA : Mr. Speaker Sir, I rise to congratulate Shri P.M. Sayeed on being elected
unanimously as the Deputy-Speaker.

This day will be remembered because today we have elected a person who is the most popular leader of the most
beautiful island of our country. Shri PM. Sayeed has been elected continuously as a Member of this House since
1967. Since the time I was elected in 1980, I have seen him as a Member, as a Parliamentarian, as a Minister and
as a member of the panel of Chairman in this House. I have seen his capabilities and efficiency. It would have
been better if he was elected earlier also. We wanted to keep up the traditions of this House in electing the
Deputy-Speaker from the Opposition. I am extremely happy that Shri P.M. Sayeed, a person of stature,
personality, capability, efficiency, democratic approach, impartiality and a Parliamentarian with a long tenure,
has been elected unanimously today. We sincerely hope that as the Deputy-Speaker of Lok Sabha, he will be
able to maintain the dignity and decorum of the House. What is needed today is that the voice of all sections of
this House should be reflected and also protected. We sincerely hope that this can be done under his Deputy-
Speakership.

On behalf of my party, I extend our sincere cooperation to Shri P.M. Sayeed in conducting the business of the
House.
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>SHRI K. YERRANNAIDU : Mr. Speaker, Sir, on my behalf and on behalf of my Telugu Desam Party, I am
congratulating and felicitating Shri P.M. Sayeed for being elected unanimously as the Deputy-Speaker of the
Lok Sabha. He 1s a distinguished personality, a senior Member of this House. He was elected to Lok Sabha for
nine times. When he was first elected to Lok Sabha in 1957, I was studying in 5th class. So, I am very happy
today that a distinguished personality is elected unanimously by this House. I am also very happy that in spite of
differences, we are unanimous on some democratic values. I am sure, he would give more chances to the new
Members and also each and every Member is allowed to speak in this House.

Once again, my heartiest congratulations and best wishes for his new assignment.
*m>10
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>SHRIMATI KRISHNA BOSE : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the leader of our party, Kumari Mamata Banerjee, who would
have been the happiest person today, 1s not present in this House. On behalf of Kumari Mamata Banerjee and on
behalf of all my colleagues, I offer our heartiest felicitations to Shri P.M. Sayeed. We look forward to having a
very competent and very impartial Deputy-Speaker in the Chair. May I also take this opportunity to congratulate
the hon. Prime Minister. It was his statesmanship which made it possible to reach a consensus and to conform to
the tradition of the House that the Opposition should get the post of the Deputy-Speaker. Again our heartiest
felicitations to Shri P.M. Sayeed. | hope he would invite us all to Lakshadweep.

*m>11
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>SHRI R. MUTHIAH : At the outset, I wish to convey my happiness and congratulations to Shri P.M. Sayeed
for being elected unanimously as the Deputy-Speaker of this House. I also convey my congratulations to Shri
P.M. Sayeed on behalf of our party, AIADMK and on behalf of my leader, Puratchi Thalaivi, Dr. Jayalalitha.



By the election of this experienced and eminent politician, we have once again been upholding the highest
tradition and convention of this House by giving the post of Deputy-Speakership to the main Opposition. At this
juncture, [ wish to thank all our ruling coalition for accepting this conventional tradition to give the post of
Deputy-Speaker to the Opposition. It is our leader, Puratchi Thalaivi, Dr. Jayalalitha, who had aired this appeal
to all the political parties and to the hon. Prime Minister to uphold this convention in this House. Hence, I thank
all the leaders of our ruling coalition as well as our hon. Prime Minister for getting together in upholding this
tradition and convention.

Sir, moreover I am so happy that we are having both the presiding officers, the Speaker and the Deputy-Speaker,
from our South. Again, we are proud enough to note that we are having an eminent person, who is well-versed in
our Tamil language to hold the post of Deputy-Speakership after our hon. Minister, Shri Thambi Durai. With all
this happiness, I once again felicitate Shri P.M. Sayeed for being elected unanimously as the Deputy-Speaker of
this House by upholding our highest tradition and convention.

*m>12
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>SHRI MURASOLI MARAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am very happy to join my colleagues in offering my
encomiums to my great friend and brother, Thiru P.M. Sayeed, for having been elected as the Deputy-Speaker.
Sir, the eight-month old controversy, which generated unusual heat and interest, is over today. As the saying
goes, "All is well that ends well', it has ended in choosing a right person for the Deputy-Speakership.

Thiru Sayeed has many records, many achievements. Everybody has stated that he has been elected for nine
times to the House. It is not a joke to be elected from the same constituency for nine times. That is why I used to
call him as "Sultan of Lakshadweep'. Sir, incidentally, he and I entered the Lok Sabha sometime in 1967. He has
been elected for nine times along with Shri Pradhan. I think, he can be compared only to Thiru Indrajit Balu,
who has been elected to the Lok Sabha for ten times, with one break. Therefore, if you want to say in cricket
terms, you can call Thiru Indrajit Gupta, as Don Bradman, the dayen cricket, and I would call Thiru Sayeed, as
Sachin Tendulkar.

So, I offer my congratulations to him. Sir, Shri Sayeed did not listen. I compared him with Sachin Tendulkar.

Sir, he has got another achievement which has not been mentioned by anybody. He has got one son - it is very
good - and he has got seven daughters. It is probably because he was in the far-flung area that he forgot about
family planning.

He has done a lot for his constituency. When he was elected to the Lok Sabha for the first time in 1967, the rate
of literacy in Lakshadweep was 15 per cent. Now it is 100 per cent. It is a great achievement.

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Maran, he 1s also an expert in handling the "Zero Hour'.
SHRI MURASOLI MARAN : Yes, Sir.

Sir, Lakshadweep was an isolated island earlier. But it is no more an isolated island now. There is a daily flight
to Lakshadweep and he has created telephone connections to all the places over there. As our former Speaker
said, it is a great tribute that he has been chosen from a far-flung island in the Arabian Sea. Not only that; he
belongs to a minority community. He is elected not because of that, but because of his talent.

Sir, this 12th Lok Sabha will go down in history because, as my friend from the AIADMK has said, both the
Presiding Officers are from the South. Not only that; another credit is that the Speaker belongs to the Scheduled
Caste and the Deputy-Speaker belongs to the Scheduled Tribe. I think, this custom will continue and will
become a tradition, just like the post of Deputy-Speaker belonging to the Opposition Party. I think, both the
positions should go to persons from the South and both should be from the Scheduled Caste and the Scheduled
Tribe.



Sir, it is said that the parliamentary form of government is a government by speaking. When the post of Deputy-
Speaker was once offered to my Party, at that time I asked the Presiding Officer as to what should be the
criterion and whom should I select for that post. He said that the primary criterion is that our candidate for the
post of Deputy-Speaker should have a stentorian voice, a voice which will prevail over the voices of all other
Members. He has not only the stentorian voice, but also, what is called, the Lok Sabha tact. In the House of
Commons, they used to say that the Presiding Officer should have the House of Commons tact. He has got the
Lok Sabha tact, because he has been in the Panel of Chairmen for five years.

Sir, it used to be said that the House of Commons is the most effective rostrum in the world. Likewise, our Lok
Sabha is the most effective forum in India. Not only that; recently it has become the best television broadcasting
station in the world. Naturally some of us will raise our voices. But he is an experienced parliamentarian as a
Member of the Ruling Party, as a Minister of State and also as a Member of the Opposition Party. So, he has got
all the talent to become the Deputy-Speaker of this House and I am very happy about it.

Sir, on behalf of my Party and on my own behalf, I, once again, congratulate him, congratulate the people of
Lakshadweep and offer my cooperation to him.
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>SHRI NAVEEN PATNAIK (ASKA): Sir, on behalf of the Biju Janata Dal, I congratulate Shri P.M. Sayeed on
being elected unanimously as the Deputy-Speaker of this august House. I am sure, with his vast and rich
experience of over three decades, he will conduct this House more effectively. Thank you.
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>SHRI MADHUKAR SIRPOTDAR : Mr. Speaker, Sir, thank you very much. On my own behalf and that of my
party, Shiv Sena, I congratulate Shri P.M. Sayeed for having been elected to the position of Deputy-Speaker.



First of all, I am proud that he has been a student of the same College where I studied in Mumbai. He is an ex-
Sidharathian.

Secondly, he is representing the culture of our country. It is very important. Because of that, he is occupying
such a position by which the controversy will be minimised.

Thirdly, he has been given a very nice message because the Leader of the Opposition says that now he is sitting
very close to him. I wish this position continues for the next four years so that the entire controversy is
minimised in this House. Otherwise, every MP of this House is very much doubtful. There is an apprehension
that they have to go back to fight the elections. But because of his election, I feel, that apprehension will be
removed and the people will have a very stable mind, a stable Government and a stable Parliament.

There is one more point. Culturewise also, he has a capacity to tackle the situation. While congratulating him,
most of the leaders, who actually create problems in this House, have assured him to extend their full
cooperation for smooth running of the House. That is also an additional qualification that he possesses.

Shri Sayeed being a proper representative of our Indian culture, my only wish 1s that he succeeds in all spheres
of activities. He 1s one of my best friends. Ever since I came to this House, I got his friendship. I consider myself
lucky for this. The entire credit goes to Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the hon. Leader of our Government.

13.00 hrs. It is only because people talk about the convention. But, I would say that the convention is to be
honoured by each and every Member of this Parliament. Whenever we talk about convention, it should be
strictly adhered to in all respects. That is my only expectation. If this would have been done earlier, I think, this
election would not have been delayed so much.

Once again, I wish all the best to my friend and the hon. Deputy-Speaker, Shri P.M. Sayeed. Thank you Sir.
*m>17
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>SHRI SANAT KUMAR MANDAL (JOYNAGAR): Sir, on behalf of my party, RSP, I warmly congratulate
hon. Shri P.M. Sayeed on his election as the Deputy-Speaker.

Sir, he knows the composition of the Twelfth Lok Sabha. The ruling coalition and the opposition are more or less
evenly balanced. There are a number of smaller parties and I firmly believe that he will give good time to them
to air their views on various burning issues.

I hope that along with you, he will safeguard the rights of the hon. Members and the dignity of this august
House. I once again assure Shri P.M. Sayeed my party's fullest cooperation in conducting the proceedings of the
House in an orderly, impartial manner and wish him very very successful tenure. Thank you.
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>SHRI R.S. GAVAI (AMRAVATI): Hon. Speaker Sir, I rise to extend my sincere congratulations to hon. Shri
P.M. Sayeed, who has been unanimously elected as the Deputy-Speaker of this august House.

Sir, this House is supreme and sovereign. In parliamentary language this House is designated as the temple of
democracy. We achieved democracy and parliamentary democracy but at the same time, the reasons are best
known to all of us, we are far away from the social and economic democracy. Unless and until, we achieve the
social and economic democracies, there is no value of political democracy. Therefore, this being the temple of
democracy and there are crores of Gods and Goddesses, we are the devotees here. Whatever the parliamentary
devices we have been using for the cause of greater democracy, I hope, through you and through the hon.
Deputy-Speaker, Shri Sayeed, we may be in a position to achieve the two political democracies, as well as ,
social and economic, democracy also.

Once again, I extend my sincere congratulations to Shri P.M. Sayeed and assure him every cooperation in his
tenure. Thank you very much.
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>PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ : Hon. Speaker Sir, on my own behalf and on behalf of my party, Jammu and
Kashmir National Conference, I rise to congratulate the hon. Member of this House, who has now become the
Deputy-Speaker of this House

Sir, over a long period of time, since this House came into being, prominent men and women brought dignity to
this House. Shri Sayeed belongs to only that category, who brought dignity and grace to this House.

In English poetry perhaps Robert Harrick said that *Small is Beautiful'. Lakshadweep 1s beautiful and Shri
Sayeed reflects that beauty in an ample measure. It is harmony here and this has been brought about by the
unanimous election of Shri Sayeed. That harmony is welcome because occasionally this House gets divided to
my great disappointment. But today, I feel happy to see this harmony and for this harmony I appreciate the role
of not only the Opposition, but I also appreciate the role of BJP, which came finally to understand and appreciate
in ample measure that democracy and harmony in this House would get strengthened by Shri Sayeed's election
to this exalted Office because he is very popular and his popularity cuts across all sections of this House.

I must congratulate you also because you would not get a better colleague than Shri P.M. Sayeed.

Now, finally I must say that the culture which Shri Sayeed has reflected here has made him popular here. He 1s a
man of high culture and high magnanimity towards his colleagues and he got it i.e this office on merit.



Incidently, he brought credit not only to Lakshadweep, the small island known for Lagoons, but he brought
credit to his community, the Muslim Community, also.

He is the first Muslim to adorn that Chair. Among the Speakers and the Deputy-Speakers, he would be the first
Muslim adorning the Chair.

Now that Shri Arif Mohd. Khan had recited a couplet, I remember a little better than that, but the credit goes to
Shri Arif Mohd. Khan. The House will appreciate it.

THET HT I 2 -
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>SHRI E. AHAMED : Mr. Speaker Sir, may I take this opportunity to express my heartfelt congratulations and
also to offer the felicitations to Shri P.M. Sayeed Saheb on my own behalf and on behalf of my party, the Indian
Muslim League, on his unanimous election as the Deputy-Speaker of this House?

Sir, this election demonstrates one thing. Despite the differences of opinion on various issues, we are able to
come together in upholding the highest democratic tradition of this House by electing a Member of the main
Opposition party as the Deputy Speaker of this House though it has been delayed for some time.

Sir, I am personally ecstatic that a very close friend of mine has been elected as the Deputy-Speaker of this
House. When he was elected in 1967, I was elected to Kerala Legislative Assembly and whenever we, the young
MLAs come here, it was Shri Sayeed who took us to the Visitors' Gallery of this august House and his scooter
was the only vehicle for us to travel. I am very happy that an old colleague of mine has assumed the Office. His
one quality which I have seen in him is this. Not only he has been elected from Lakshadweep nine times since
1967 but also he was perhaps the only one Member 1n this House who have got elected unanimously,
uncontested, in 1971 to this House.

SHRI SURESH KURUP (KOTTAYAM): In 1967, he was elected to this House at the age of 26 years.
SHRI E. AHAMED (MANJERI): Yes. I was also elected to Kerala Legislative Assembly like that.

One of the most important qualities of Shri Sayeed is that he is sober; soft-spoken and unassuming and that has
endeared him to one and all and he eminently deserve this position.

I am very happy that a member of the Muslim community has been given the first occasion to assume the Office
of the Deputy-Speakership though the Muslim community deserves much more than this in this country.

Sir, I am sure that the manner in which Shri Sayeed has been conducting the House will also follow the example
set by yourself and your distinguished predecessor giving more consideration to the small parties in this House. |
am sure that Shri Sayeed will definitely maintain his sober and level-headed quality in conducting the Business
of this House.

Sir, for our brothers in Lakshadweep, it is a day of happiness. They will be just watching each and every word
spoken by the Prime Minister, Shri Chandra Shekhar, Shri Gujral, Shri Sharad Pawar and all other Members
here. It will be a great day for the people of Lakshadweep and it will also be a great day for this House for
having elected a popular Member as the Deputy-Speaker of this House.



Sir, he is a man who knows Malayalam, Kannada, Telugu, Hindi and what not, all the languages. It will not be
very difficult for any Member of the House to interact with him. Sir, I take this opportunity once again to

felicitate him on behalf of my Party, the Indian Union Muslim League and on my own behalf and wish him good
luck and God speed.
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>SHRI AMAR ROY PRADHAN (COOCHBEHAR): Mr. Speaker, Sir, all the hon. Members of this House are
very happy that a Member from Lakshadweep has become the Deputy-Speaker of this House. He 1s not only
from Lakshadweep but also the fact that Shri P.M. Sayeed is known to me very closely for the last 22 years. I
saw a patriotism in him. I saw a perfect gentleman. I saw a good Parliamentarian. So, through you, Sir, I would
like to congratulate him for having been elected as the Deputy-Speaker of this House.

Sir, I appeal to yourself and also to the Deputy-Speaker that we are the smaller group in this House. But what
about the smallest baby? The former Speaker Shri Balram Jakhar is here. The former Deputy-Speaker, Dr. M.
Thambi Durai is also here.

In 1984 when the BJP was having two Members, Shri Balram Jakhar was the Speaker and Shri M. Thambi Durai
was the Deputy-Speaker. They used to give chances to the smaller parties. Now, the BJP has grown from 2 to
182.

We may be small in number, but we have got a national view and we have got a say on different issues which
should be reflected here so that the nation could know about it.

Sir, through you, I would again like to congratulate Shri P.M. Sayeed, as the new Deputy-Speaker.
*m23
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>DR. SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY : Sir, the weather outside today is foggy, cloudy and gloomy, but inside the
House there is sunshine. This has been made possible by the unanimous election of Shri P.M.Sayeed for which
we have to, first of all, thank the Congress Party for selecting such an able and experienced person to be the
candidate, to Kumari Mamata Banerjee for suggesting that he should be supported, to my senior ally, Dr.



Jayalalitha, for crystallising the picture and making his election inevitable and, of course, to the hon. Prime
Minister for gracefully accepting the arithmetic and making a virtue of the whole thing.

Sir, I think, this election also makes me proud that the whole world can see that there has been a social
transformation that two powerful officials of Parliament, the Presiding Officers, are not only highly educated,
but also represent the deprived communities of this country. I think, this message to the world will be a great
message, this empowerment that is taking place gradually, the unity of the country that is coming about.

I would urge Shri P.M. Sayeed to give me some special consideration because I proposed his name.
I wish him well and we are all very very happy and proud of this day and his election.
*m>25
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>SHRI GANESAMOORTHY (PALANI) : Hon'ble Speaker Sir, on behalf of our party Marumalarchi Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam, I would like to congratulate and falicitate Thiru. P.M. Sayeed who has been elected as the
new Deputy Speaker of this House. I am a first-time member in this august House. Now I am getting an
opportunity to great a senior member who made it to this House nine times consecutively. I do noty have age and
experience but still with great admiration for his rich accomplishments I am bestowing my warm greetings on
my personal behalf and on behalf of my party Marumalarchi Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam. We wish him
success. Thank you.

* Original in Tamil
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MR. SPEAKER: Shri P.M. Sayeed has got a lot of affection. That is why, every Member wants to speak.
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>SHRI CHAOBA SINGH (INNER MANIPUR) : Mr. Speaker Sir, today in this august House I express my
happiness for lecting Shri P.M. Sayeed Ji as the Deputy Speaker. Sir, in a democracy suppression of small by big
is unwanted and undesirable, but this election clearly shows that the hegemony of the big States is no more. |
would like to appreciate the Hon'ble Prime Minister and the Hon'ble Leader of the Opposition for such a
democratic pursuit. Sir, we belong to smaller States and P.M. Sayeed Ji is also one of us. Once again I apreciate
the Hon'ble Prime Minister, the Hon'ble Opposition Leader and the Hon'ble Member of the House for
unanimously election P.M. Sayeed Ji as the Deputy Speaker. Let this tradition of encouraging and protecting the
small and meek by the big and mighty live long. We all are happy for electing P.M. Sayeed Ji.

* Original in Manipuri
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>SHRI B.M. MENSINKAI (DHARWAR SOUTH): Mr Chairman Sir, today I am

supremely happy, Shri P.M. Sayeed a great lover of Kannada language and Kannada culture, has been elected as
the Deputy Speaker of this august House. There are three hon. members from our party Lok Shakti and from the
State of Karnataka totally there are 28 members. All of us are being chances by Shri P.M. Sayeed to speak and to
ventilate our grievances in this House.

Shri P.M. Sayeed is an eminent and experienced parliamentarian. He is an impartial leader and possesses all
good virtues. I, on behalf of my party express my heartiest congratulations to him. I also assure him that we will
give him our full cooperation in conducting the business of Lok Sabha. Sir, I request to please put him in the
Chair during zero hour. He knows the knack of handling zero hour in a more scientific and systematic manner.
All the members of this House are happy about his elevation to the post of the Hon'ble Deputy Speaker and I am
sure that all of us will cooperate with him. I wish him long life, great strength and all success and with these
words I conclude my speech.

* Original in Kannada
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>MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Members, it gives me great pleasure to congratulate Shri P.M. Sayeed on his election as
the Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha. His unanimous election is a testimony of the collective wisdom of the
House and a triumph of our democratic tradition of achieving consensus through dialogue.

Shri P.M. Sayeed is an embodiment of the virtues that make an effective parliamentarian. Conscientious, sharp,
knowledgeable and affable, Shri Sayeed has abiding faith in the efficacy of the parliamentary institutions and
respect for opposing viewpoints. He has been representing Lakshadweep in the Parliament for over 30 years. To
be precise, this is his ninth term as a Member of the Lok Sabha. This speaks of his popularity in his constituency.

Shri Sayeed has judiciously blended his roles as a representative of the constituency and as a member of the
national Parliament. His contributions as a member of the House and as member of various House Committees
and Joint Committees, have been highly appreciated. His in-depth knowledge of rules and conventions and
understanding of our parliamentary traditions have helped him to run the House smoothly as a member of the
Panel of Chairmen.

His two tenures as a Central Minister during 1979-80 and 1993-96, have also enabled him to have first-hand
experience of the working of our Executive.

I compliment the hon. Members for electing a person of such long experience, high stature and integrity as the
Deputy Speaker.

I wish Shri P.M. Sayeed all the best in his new role as the Deputy Speaker of the House.
*m33

>SHRI PM. SAYEED (LAKSHADWEEP): Hon. Mr. Speaker Sir, hon. Leader of the House, Shri Atalji, hon.
Leader of the Opposition, Sharadji, hon. ex-Prime Minister, gurudev Chandra Shekharji, former Prime Minister,
hon. Guyralji, hon. senior leaders and my esteemed colleagues, I am indeed overwhelmed with a sense of
gratitude to this august House, and [ thank the hon. Members for their profuse compliments to me on my
election as the Deputy-Speaker of the House. I do not see in my election victory or defeat for any party or group
in political terms. I only see the victory of the hallowed conventions of this House.

People who come to see P.M. Sayeed, Member of Parliament elected nine times over, often visualise him as an
old person of snow-white hair and flowing beard. They get jolted by surprise on seeing only a person past the
middle age, thus, their imagination not squaring up with reality. What can I do? My island people caught me
young. They returned me to this House for the first time when I was just 26 years of age. Now, at 57 years, age
has not necessarily withered me nor has custom staled me to my people. They have remained steadily with me
and unfailingly returned me to this House since 1967, with an average voter turnout of 85 per cent, highest in the
country.



Indeed, the relationship between my islanders and me is one of abiding romance. My election is a tribute to my
people. I thank with immense gratitude my people who are ultimately responsible for where I am today.

I represent Lakshadweep, the smallest constituency in our country of nearly one billion. The size of my
electorate is only about 40,000 as against the country's total electorate of nearly 500 million and average
electorate size per constituency of around one million. My election, in this background, has a significant
message that the forces of national integration which are neutral to the magnitude of geographical regions have
triumphed.

It was the late Prime Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi who held the concerns of the island people driven to
geographical isolation dear to his heart. To take them on board the mainstream of our political, social and
economic life, he created the Island Development Authority. On this occasion of my election as the Deputy-
Speaker, let me pay homage to his soul and spirit.

Lakshadweep is not the only island region of our country. We have the Andaman and Nicobar Islands also. In
the discharge of my duties, I shall be a man of all islands.

I am aware that in my election, I have had the support of the growing women power of our country. I salute our
WOmen power.

In these days of fractious political life and consequent hung Houses, more than ever before, unanimity in
election to the Offices of the Presiding Officers is getting to be increasingly desirable. I would assure the House
that the unanimity of my election would always condition my reflexes in the conduct of the House. I shall
sincerely endeavour to bring the discharge of my functions and responsibilities as Presiding Officer in
conformity with the spirit of this unanimity. I hope that the Members would also demonstrate the same spirit of
unanimity in cooperating with me on a day-to-day basis in facilitating the peaceful and efficient transaction of
the business of the House.

In the large House that ours is, hon. Members are, more often, not able to catch the eye of the Presiding Officer.
Indeed, the eye of the Presiding Officer has been described as the most elusive organ that nature has ever
created. But I would request the Members to appreciate that the elusiveness of my eyes would necessarily have
to be inversely proportionate to their throats. In the appreciation of this factor as well, I seek the cooperation of
the Members, without which I cannot succeed in my Office.

The media, the Fourth Estate, is an essential part of our democracy. A role for the media in Parliament has even
been envisaged in our Constitution. Our media has always vigilantly invited our attention to the traditions of this
House. In the context of today's election to the Office of the Deputy-Speaker as well, the media had reminded us
of our conventions and had contributed, I believe, to creating an environment of unanimity about which I made a
reference earlier. It deserves compliments for its role.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, Shri Balayogi, for me growing as a Parliamentarian in this House over three decades, even
as our parliamentary culture, traditions and conventions evolved, has been a fabulous experience. May I assure
you, Sir, that I shall bring this experience to bear on my role as your lieutenant worthy of your trust and
confidence. That you, Sir.

MR. SPEAKER: Now, we shall take up matters pertaining to "Zero Hour'.
... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: I will call you later. Shri Mallikarjuniah to speak.



