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Title: Made a statement regarding price policy for rabi crops of 1998-99 to be marketed in 1999-2000.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SOMPAL): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I
rise to make a statement with your permission regarding the price policy for Rabi crops for the year 1998-99 to
be marketed in 1999-2000.

The Government has fixed the Minimum Support Price (MSP) of wheat of Fair Average Quality at Rs.550 per
quintal for the crop of 1998-99 to be marketed in 1999-2000 season, marking an increase of Rs.95 per quintal
over the MSP of last year which was Rs.455 per quintal. The increase would, however, be Rs.40 only when
compared with the effective procurement price of Rs.510, i.e., Rs.455 MSP + Rs.55 bonus, paid last year per
quintal. The MSP fixed is also higher compared to Rs.490 recommended by the Commission on Agricultural
Costs and Prices.

SHRI N.K. PREMCHANDRAN : Mr. Chairman, Sir, this has already come in the newspapers. What is the point
in making a statement now?

SHRI SOMPAL: No, this has not come in the newspapers. ...(Interruptions) I would like to correct, this has not
come. ...(Interruptions) Mr. Chairman, Sir, I repeat that this has not come in the newspapers.

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA : What has come out then?

SHRI SOMPAL: Please Achariaji, you are a very senior Member. I never interfere when others speak. It is an
important factual statement on policy.

Sir, the MSP of Barley of Fair Average Quality has been fixed at Rs.385 per quintal which marks an increase of
Rs.35 per quintal over the price of Rs.350 per quintal fixed for 1998-99 marketing season.

The MSP of Gram of Fair Average Quality at Rs.895 per quintal marks an increase of Rs.80 per quintal over the
previous year's price of Rs.815 per quintal.

The MSP of Rapeseed and Mustard has been raised by Rs.60 per quintal over the previous year's price and fixed
at Rs.1000 per quintal.

The MSP of Safflower has been fixed at Rs.990 per quintal which is higher by Rs.80 per quintal over the price
of Rs.910 fixed for the previous marketing season.

It is expected that these MSPs will provide sufficient inducement to the farmers for raising production and
productivity of these crops.

... (Interruptions)
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... (Interruptions)
AN HON. MEMBER: What about the issue price?... (Interruptions)

SHRI KONIJETT ROSAIAH (NARASARAOPET): What has happened to paddy and groundnut? The hon.
Minister may say something about the paddy also.
SHRI SOMPAL: Mr. Chairman, Sir, this is the announcement of the policy for rabi crop. Paddy is a kharif crop.



SHRI KONIJETI ROSAIAH : Sir, I want to make one submission that paddy also is grown during the rabi
season. It is not only kharif.. (Interruptions)...
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SHRI KONIJETI ROSAIAH : Sir, let the Minister hear me. He is talking to somebody else. I am only asking for
an additional information about paddy.... (Interruptions)... Sir, the Minister for Agriculture may kindly listen to
our submissions.
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SHRI B.M. MENSINKALI : What about jawar?...(Interruptions)
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SHRI B.M. MENSINKAI (DHARWARD SOUTH): What about jawar?
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We have pleaded that this formula of the Planning Commission should be modified.
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SHRI KONIJETI ROSAIAH : Sir, paddy is also grown twice a year. It is not only a kharif crop. It 1s also a rabi
crop... (Interruptions)
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SHRI KONIJETI ROSAIAH : Sir, I think, the hon. Minister is trying to avoid to reply... (Interruptions)

SHRI K. YERRANNAIDU : The hon. Chairman is a former Minister. He knows everything. That is why he is
not allowing ... (Interruptions)

SHRI KONIJETT ROSAIAH : Sir, I know, when you sit here, how you elicit information...(Interruptions)
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