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THE MINISTER OF TEXTILES (SHRI KASHIRAM RANA): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move:

"That the Bill to repeal the Cotton Ginning and Pressing Factories Act, 1925, be taken into consideration."

The repeal of the Act will, we hope, provide a thrust and incentive to the modernisation efforts in the cotton
ginning and pressing sector. This, in turn, will encourage quality processing of cotton. Ginning and Pressing
factories will be able to charge appropriate price commensurate with the service provided.

In the present liberalised industrial scenario, many of the restrictions laid down in the Cotton Ginning and
Pressing Factories Act, 1925 are not required any longer.

It is felt that the Cotton Control Order of 1986, issued under the Essential Commodities Act, 1955 would, after
necessary amendments, take care of the provisions considered essential to regulate the working of cotton ginning
and pressing factories in future.

As hon. Members are well aware, we are also pursuing other incentives to help the textile industry to become
more competitive. For instance, there is a proposal to launch a Technology Mission on Cotton Development,
which is in an advanced stage of finalisation. In fact, the hon. Finance Minister in his Budget speech announced
allocation of Rs. 60 crore for the Mission. Activities under this proposed Technology Mission would cover both
pre-harvest as well as post-harvest operations. While the proposal for the Mission is being piloted by the
Ministry of Agriculture, my Ministry will be responsible for two Mini-Missions relating to marketing
infrastructure and processing of cotton. Under the proposed Technology Mission, we also propose to provide an
incentive to cotton ginning and pressing factories to encourage them to modernise.

Similarly, we are working on another proposal for a Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme for the textile and
jute industries. Here again, we are keen to encourage different identified segments of the textile industry to go in
for technological upgradation and to modernise in order to be better equipped to meet international competition
in the post-MFA era.

The present proposal for repeal of Cotton Ginning and Pressing Factories Act should, therefore, be seen in a
wider context. I hope that these measures will lessen some controls. It will also, in its own way, encourage
modernisation in cotton ginning and pressing factories. This should help in availability of cleaner and
uncontaminated cotton. This should also help farmers on the one hand as well as the units which consume the
cotton on the other.

I hope the hon. House will be pleased to approve the repeal of the Cotton Ginning and Pressing Factories Act,
1925.

This Bill was also introduced in the Lok Sabha. The Tenth Lok Sabha passed this Bill unanimously on 13th
August, 1997. This Bill was also introduced in the Rajya Sabha. But the Lok Sabha was dissolved. So, I again
come here for repeal of this Act. I request all the hon. Members to pass this Bill.

MR. SPEAKER: Motion moved:

"That the Bill to repeal the Cotton Ginning and Pressing Factories Act, 1925, be taken into consideration."

Shri Varkala Radhakrishnan.

SHRI AJAY CHAKRABORTY (BASIRHAT): It was the Eleventh Lok Sabha and not the Tenth Lok Sabha.

SHRI KANSHIRAM RANA: Yes; the Bill was passed by the Eleventh Lok Sabha. It was introduced in the
Tenth Lok Sabha also.



SHRI VARKALA RADHAKRISHNAN (CHIRAYINKIL): Sir, the logic advanced by the hon. Minister is not
convincing. In the first place, this is an offshoot of liberalisation to meet the requirements of market economy.
They would then find a solution that the Act itself may be repealed. But there are certain provisions in the
original Act, that is, the Act of 1925, which safeguards the interests of the cotton industry as a whole. Now, the
hon. Minister would answer that this could be safeguarded by the Cotton Control Order, 1986 which was issued
under the provisions of the Essential Commodities Act, 1955. That order was an executive order. That was
issued under the provisions of the statute of 1955 and requires certain changes. I hope the hon. Minister will
bring forward an amendment to that order retaining the provisions contained in the Act of 1925.

There are certain provisions which are helpful to the workers engaged in the factory and they will be thrown out.
You will have to safeguard their interests. I do not stand in the way of modernisation. I think, that modernisation
could be achieved even by retaining the Act. The Act itself could be modified to such an extent giving a
complete provision for modernisation. Instead of doing that, what you propose to do is that the Act itself may be
repealed to suit the changing conditions. That logic is not convincing.

Sir, at any rate, the hon. Minister has agreed to make amendments to the Cotton Control Order of 1986. Will you
please come forward with amendments at an early stage giving protection to certain provisions in the Act of
1925, in the Order itself which was issued in 1986 under the provisions of the Essential Commodities Act, 1955?
So, I would request you to bring certain amendments which are essential, which are useful to be retained. If you
find it difficult to retain the Act of 1925, those provisions can be retained at least in the Cotton Control Order
issued under the provisions of the Essential Commodities Act, 1955.

If the Government has taken a decision, I do not stand in the way. But if you are very pertinent, if you insist that
the Act itself should go, you make a provision in the Cotton Control Order by suggesting amendments which
have to be retained in the original Act.

With these words, I conclude.
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¸ÉÒ¨ÉiÉÒ ¦ÉÉ´ÉxÉÉ EònùÇ¨É nù´Éä (ºÉÖ®ú äxpùxÉMÉ®ú): ¨ÉÉxÉxÉÒªÉ +vªÉIÉ VÉÒ, ªÉ½þÉÆ ºÉnùxÉ ¨Éä Æ Eò{ÉÉºÉ EòÒ +Éä]õÉ<Ç +Éè®ú nù¤ÉÉ<Ç Eòä EòÉ®úJÉÉxÉä Eòä Ê±ÉB VÉÉä Ê´ÉvÉäªÉEò ®úJÉÉ MÉªÉÉ ½þè, ¨Éè Æ =ºÉEòä
{ÉIÉ ¨Éä Æ ¤ÉÉä±ÉxÉÉ SÉÉ½þiÉÒ ½þÚ Æ*

... (´ªÉ´ÉvÉÉxÉ)

+vªÉIÉ VÉÒ, +É{ÉºÉä MÉÖVÉÉÊ®ú¶É ½þè ÊEò ¤ÉÒSÉ ¨Éä Æ EòÉä<Ç Eò¨Éäh]õ xÉ ½þÉä*

+vªÉIÉ VÉÒ, ªÉ½þ Ê¤É±É ±ÉÉxÉä Eòä Ê±ÉB ¨Éè Æ ¨ÉÆjÉÒ VÉÒ +Éè®ú ºÉ®úEòÉ®ú EòÉ +É¦ÉÉ®ú |ÉnùÊ¶ÉÇiÉ Eò®úiÉÒ ½þÚ Æ* <ºÉ Ê¤É±É EòÉä ªÉ½þÉÆ ®úJÉxÉä ºÉä 1925 ´ÉÉ±ÉÉ {ÉÖ®úÉxÉÉ Ê¤É±É ®úq ½þÉä VÉÉBMÉÉ +Éè®ú
=ºÉºÉä ¤É½þÖiÉ ½þÒ ¡òÉªÉnùä ½þÉä ÆMÉä* ¨Éè ÆxÉä +É¦ÉÉ®ú <ºÉÊ±ÉB |ÉnùÊ¶ÉÇiÉ ÊEòªÉÉ ÊEò ¨Éè Æ ÊVÉºÉ IÉäjÉ ºÉä +ÉiÉÒ ½þÚ Æ, =ºÉ ÊVÉ±Éä ¨Éä Æ ºÉ¤ÉºÉä VªÉÉnùÉ Eò{ÉÉºÉ EòÉ =i{ÉÉnùxÉ ½þÉäiÉÉ ½þè* Eò{ÉÉºÉ EòÒ
ºÉ¤ÉºÉä VªÉÉnùÉ ÊVÉÊxÉÆMÉ +Éè®ú |ÉäÊºÉÆMÉ ¡òèEÊ]ÅªÉÉÆ ¨Éä®ú ä IÉäjÉ ¨Éä Æ ½þè Æ* ªÉ½þ Ê¤É±É +ÉxÉä ºÉä ¤É½þÖiÉ ¡òÉªÉnùÉ ½þÉäMÉÉ EªÉÉä ÆÊEò ÊVÉÊxÉÆMÉ +Éè®ú |ÉäÊºÉÆMÉ ¡òèE]ÅÒ ´ÉÉ±ÉÉä Æ EòÉä +{ÉxÉä º]õÉìEò Eòä ¤ÉÉ®úä ¨Éä Æ
|ÉÊiÉ ºÉ{iÉÉ½þ Ê±ÉJÉEò®ú nùäxÉÉ {Éc÷iÉÉ lÉÉ ÊEò ÊEòiÉxÉÉ º]õÉìEò ½þè* +¤É ªÉ½þ ZÉÆZÉ]õ {ÉÚ®úÉ ]õ±É VÉÉBMÉÉ +Éè®ú <ºÉºÉä ÊVÉÊxÉÆMÉ +Éè®ú |ÉäÊºÉÆMÉ ¡òèE]ÅÒ ´ÉÉ±ÉÉä Æ EòÉ EòÉ¨É ¤É½þÖiÉ ½þÒ ºÉ®ú±É
¤ÉxÉäMÉÉ*

<ºÉEòä +Éè®ú ¦ÉÒ ¤É½þÖiÉ ºÉä ¡òÉªÉnùä ½þè Æ* VÉèºÉä +¤É iÉEò ÊVÉÊxÉÆMÉ +Éè®ú |ÉèÊºÉÆMÉ ¡òèE]ÅÒ EòÉä ºÉ®úEòÉ®ú EòÉä ¡òÒºÉ nùäxÉÒ {Éc÷iÉÒ lÉÒ* ®úÉVªÉ ºÉ®úEòÉ®ú EòÉä Eò±ÉäE]õ®ú Eòä WÉÊ®úªÉä ªÉ½þ ¡òÒºÉ nùÒ
VÉÉiÉÒ lÉÒ* ªÉ½þ +ÊvÉÊxÉªÉ¨É +ÉxÉä ºÉä +¤É ¡òÒºÉ xÉ½þÒÆ nùäxÉÒ {Éc÷äMÉÒ +Éè®ú =ºÉEòä EòÉ®úhÉ ÊVÉÊxÉÆMÉ +Éè®ú |ÉäÊºÉÆMÉ ¡òèE]ÅÒ EòÉ ¨ÉÉMÉÇ ´É½þ BEònù¨É JÉÖ±É VÉÉBMÉÉ* <iÉxÉÉ ½þÒ xÉ½þÒÆ, <xÉEòÒ
MÉÖhÉ´ÉiiÉÉ ¨Éä Æ ¤ÉgøÉäiÉ®úÒ ½þÉäMÉÒ +Éè®ú +ÊvÉEòiÉ¨É ¨ÉÉjÉÉ ¨Éä Æ EòÉ¨ÉEòÉVÉ ½þÉäMÉÉ* ÊVÉÊxÉÆMÉ +Éè®ú |ÉäÊºÉÆMÉ ¡òèEÊ]ÅªÉÉÆ VªÉÉnùÉ EòÉ¨ÉEòÉVÉ Eò®úä ÆMÉÒ +Éè®ú <ºÉºÉä ½þ¨ÉÉ®úä =tÉäMÉ EòÉä ¤É½þÖiÉ ¡òÉªÉnùÉ
½þÉäMÉÉ* <ºÉEòä EòÉ®úhÉ ÊxÉªÉÉÇiÉ ¦ÉÒ VªÉÉnùÉ ½þÉäMÉÉ ÊVÉºÉºÉä ½þ¨ÉÉ®úä +lÉÇ iÉxjÉ EòÉä ¦ÉÒ ¡òÉªÉnùÉ ½þÉäxÉä EòÒ ¤É½þÖiÉ ºÉÆ¦ÉÉ´ÉxÉÉ <ºÉ Ê¤É±É Eòä EòÉ®úhÉ ÊnùJÉÉ<Ç nùäiÉÒ ½þè*

<iÉxÉÉ ½þÒ xÉ½þÒÆ ½þ¨ÉÉ®úä ¨ÉÆjÉÒ VÉÒ xÉä ªÉ½þÉÆ Eò½þÉ ÊEò +Éè®ú ¦ÉÒ ªÉÉäVÉxÉÉBÆ +É ®ú½þÒ ½þè Æ +Éè®ú <ºÉÒ EòÉ®úhÉ ½þ¨É +ÉvÉÖÊxÉEòÒEò®úhÉ Eò®úxÉÉ SÉÉ½þiÉä ½þè Æ* +ÉvÉÖÊxÉEòÒEò®úhÉ Eò®úxÉä ºÉä ªÉ½þÉÆ
ÊVÉÊxÉÆMÉ +Éè®ú |ÉäÊºÉÆMÉ ¡òèE]õ®úÒVÉ EòÉä ¤É½þÖiÉ ºÉ®ú±É ¨ÉÉMÉÇ |ÉÉ{iÉ ½þÉäMÉÉ* <ºÉ Ê¤É±É Eòä +ÉxÉä ºÉä VÉÉä ºÉÆOÉ½þJÉÉä®úÒ ½þÉäiÉÒ ½þè ´É½þ Eò¨É ½þÉä VÉÉªÉäMÉÒ, ¤ÉÊ±Eò =ºÉEòÒ VÉ°ü®úiÉ ½þÒ xÉ½þÒÆ
{Éc÷äMÉÒ* VÉ¤É EòÉ¨É ºÉ®ú±ÉiÉÉ ºÉä ½þÉäiÉÉ ½þè +Éè®ú =ºÉ¨Éä Æ EòÉä<Ç Ê´ÉPxÉ xÉ½þÒÆ +ÉiÉÉ, iÉ¤É EòÉ¨É ¤É½þÖiÉ ½þÒ MÉÊiÉ ºÉä SÉ±ÉiÉÉ ½þè +Éè®ú |ÉMÉÊiÉ VªÉÉnùÉ ½þÉäiÉÒ ½þè* ¨Éè Æ ¨ÉÆjÉÒ VÉÒ EòÉ ¤ÉÉ®ú-¤ÉÉ®ú
+É¦ÉÉ®ú |ÉnùÊ¶ÉÇiÉ Eò°üÆMÉÒ EªÉÉä ÆÊEò =x½þÉä ÆxÉä ªÉ½þ Ê¤É±É ªÉ½þÉÆ |ÉºiÉÖiÉ Eò®úEòä BEò ¦ÉÉ®úÒ ={ÉEòÉ®ú ÊEòªÉÉ ½þè* ¨Éè Æ ªÉ½þ ¦ÉÒ Eò½þxÉÉ SÉÉ½þiÉÒ ½þÚ Æ ÊEò +¤É ½þ¨ÉÉ®úÒ Eò{ÉÉºÉ ¨Éä Æ MÉÖhÉ´ÉiiÉÉ ¦ÉÒ
¤ÉgøäMÉÒ* ¨ÉÖZÉä ¨ÉÉèEòÉ Ê¨É±ÉÉ ½þè iÉÉä ¨Éè Æ BEò ¤ÉÉiÉ +Éè®ú Eò½þÚ ÆMÉÒ ÊEò +É´É¶ªÉEò ´ÉºiÉÖ+ÉäÆ EòÒ VÉÉä vÉÉ®úÉ ½þè, =ºÉ¨Éä Æ ªÉÊnù lÉÉäc÷Ò ®úÉ½þiÉ Ê¨É±É VÉÉB iÉÉä `öÒEò ®ú½þäMÉÉ* <ºÉ ¤ÉÉ®ú ¨Éä®ú ä
ºÉÆºÉnùÒªÉ IÉäjÉ ¨Éä Æ Eò{ÉÉºÉ EòÒ ¤É½þÖiÉ ½þÒ +SUôÒ ¡òºÉ±É ½þÖ<Ç ½þè, ÊVÉiÉxÉÒ +SUôÒ ¡òºÉ±É ½þÉäxÉÒ SÉÉÊ½þB lÉÒ, =ºÉºÉä ¦ÉÒ VªÉÉnùÉ +SUôÒ ¡òºÉ±É ½þÖ<Ç ½þè, ºÉ¤É EòÖnù®úiÉ EòÒ ¨Éä½þ®ú¤ÉÉxÉÒ ½þè*



+¤É +É{É Eò{ÉÉºÉ Eòä ÊxÉªÉÉÇiÉ Eòä Ê±ÉB VÉ±nùÒ ºÉä VÉ±nùÒ VªÉÉnùÉ ¨ÉÖÊEiÉ nùä Æ iÉÉä +SUôÉ ®ú½þäMÉÉ* ¨Éè Æ Ê¡ò®ú ºÉä +É{ÉEòÉ +É¦ÉÉ®ú |ÉEò]õ Eò®úiÉÒ ½þÚ Æ ÊEò +É{ÉxÉä <ºÉ Ê¤É±É EòÉä ªÉ½þÉÆ
®úJÉEò®ú ÊEòºÉÉxÉÉä Æ, ´ªÉÉ{ÉÉÊ®úªÉÉä Æ +Éè®ú ºÉ¦ÉÒ Eòä Ê±ÉB ¤É½þÖiÉ ½þÒ +SUôÉ EòÉ¨É ÊEòªÉÉ ½þè ÊVÉºÉEòä Ê±ÉB ¨Éè Æ +É{ÉEòÉ +Ê¦ÉxÉÆnùxÉ Eò®úiÉÒ ½þÚ Æ +Éè®ú +É¦ÉÉ®ú ¨ÉÉxÉiÉÒ ½þÚ Æ*

SHRI AJAY CHAKRABORTY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, this Bill has been brought in order to repeal the old Cotton
Ginning and Pressing Factories Act, 1925. No doubt it is very much old. This Bill has been brought for repealing
the old Act on the basis of so many reasons. As per the hon. Minister's version, this Act is no longer required
due to the modernised and liberalised industrial scenario.
There is another Act called Cotton Control Order, 1986 which has come within the purview of the Essential
Commodities Act, 1955. As far as the Cotton Control Order, 1986 is concerned, I think, there is no sufficient
material to properly regulate the work of the Cotton Ginning and Pressing works. We have no objection to repeal
this old Act because a new scenario has come. We are not disagreeing with the ground which has been stated by
the hon. Minister. But I would like to draw the attention of the hon. Minister regarding the pathetic condition of
cotton industry as well as the condition of the cotton growers.
The hon. Minister comes from a State which is famous for cotton industry. The cotton industry of the entire
country, namely, Gujarat, Maharashtra, West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, etc., is being ruined day after day.
(Interruptions). The entire cotton industry has fallen in a deep crisis and so many cotton mills throughout the
country are now closed. Thousands and thousands of cotton workers have been thrown out from their jobs. The
Cotton industry is a key and old industry of our country. Cotton is very much popular not only within our
country but outside our country also. Just like the jute industry of the West Bengal, the fate of the cotton industry
is also the same. The jute industries are being closed down. Thousands and thousands of workers have been
driven out from these industries.
I want to just draw the attention of the hon. Prime Minister to the fact that whatever was happening regarding
jute packaging, the same thing is happening in the case of the cotton industry also. Cotton industry mills are
getting closed and thousands and thousands of workers are being thrown out of their jobs. It is a matter of regret
that the Government of has not, up to now, taken any suitable and proper steps or measures to overcome the
problem. They should take some steps so that the cotton mill workers can get back their jobs, they can increase
the production and the mills could be run smoothly.
The same thing has been mentioned by the hon. lady Member who has spoken just now and who comes from the
same area where cotton is growing. The agriculturists are not getting any remunerative prices. The future of the
entire industry is now bleak. It is in a pathetic condition.
I urge upon the hon. Minister to take suitable steps to improve the condition of the cotton industry because it is a
matter of shame that the cotton growers are suffering all over the country.
MR. SPEAKER: We are not completing the Bill today. We will take it up tomorrow.
SHRI TARIT BARAN TOPDAR : I will just mention one point.
I am not against repealing this order; I am not against this Bill which is for repealing the Act. I only apprehend
that the idea behind this should not be like this. Cotton ginning and pressing should be modernised. This has to
be coordinated with the new policy that is coming. The old textile policy has to go and a new Textile Policy has
to come. This must be coordinated with the New Textile Policy where it must be ensured that raw cotton should
not be exported as is being done now.
MR. SPEAKER: Now, statement by Shri L.k. Advani.

 

 


