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SHRI ABHDIT MUKHERJEE (JANGIPUR): Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I am grateful to you and my leaders for allowing me to speak on the most
important and interesting subject namely, Sustainable Development Goals 2015-30. It may be noted that it is nothing but continuation of earlier
Millennium Development Goals. SDG with respect to MDG is much more quality specific. Since SDG covers a large number of countries covering
many points relevant to a specific region or country, it may not be applicable to developed countries like USA, UK etc.

Sir, what is required for an individual country like India should be decided by the Government of our country only because our Government knows
which goal should be the priority out of these 7 goals. For example, some diseases do not exist in India. We have eradicated them. But they are still
prevalent in some other countries. What is applicable to Africa may not be applicable to India or other countries.

Now, let me come back to our great country, India. The greatest problem of India is its population. This was also raised in a seminar held a few days
ago by one of our hon. Members that population pressure, in fact, upsets all our planning done by the Planning Commission or Niti Ayog. By the time
the programmes get implemented, the projected population increases. The rate of growth of population in India is much higher than China and other
countries like USA and UK.

Sir, all 7 goals mentioned in SDG are relevant for India since our country is a developing country even now. In our country, all successive

Governments, right from the time of Shrimati Indira Gandhi, tried to develop the country in a specific manner by implementing several social welfare
schemes in a phased manner, like Mid-Day Meal Scheme, MGNREGS, and imparting education to all under the Right to Education Act. Even the
present Government has done one great thing and that is providing training to all able, educated persons so that we get trained manpower instead
of unskilled, untrained manpower in our industry or any other field of work. One of the most important development works which was started long
back, since Nehruji's time, was development of planned National Highways, National Waterways etc. Providing connectivity to all places in this
country is very important for development. Infrastructure development, by way of developing our National Highways and State Highways, will help
our country grow faster. Under the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana, all remote villages are being connected by black metal roads and they are
connected to State Highways and National Highways. This is a bold step taken by the Government for connecting all villages with pucca roads. This
will help the development of all the regions of our country.

I feel that India should prioritise few SDG goals to implement them with a specific target of completing them in three to five years in the first phase.
The planning and implementation of schemes to achieve these goals should be done judiciously so that problems are more or less addressed in a
phased manner. I am sure all my esteemed colleagues in this august House will agree with me and extend their whole hearted support to implement
these schemes.

Sir, every Member of Parliament likes to develop his or her constituency as the best one having all kinds of basic amenities available like health,
education, potable or piped water, road connectivity, electrification of all households of the area and obviously some kind of income generation
scheme for all households. Let us make a resolution that each household should be supplied with piped or potable water sufficient in quantity which
is required for all family members within three years. Let us fix a target of three years to complete this.

The Government should be flexible and allow all MPs and MLAs to use some part of their Local Area Development Funds, which can also be



dovetailed with schemes of the Central Government and State Governments.

Sir, I would reguest the concerned Minister to increase the MPLAD Funds so that we can also take up this job including development of model
village, which the hon. Prime Minister has already declared.

As mentioned earlier, the population pressure in our great country sometimes poses threat to the planners because of sheer, huge numbers. That is
why the per capita availability of any planned items like water, electricity, etc., gets reduced by the time it gets implemented because the population
has increased from the projected one.

Therefore, the second priority should be to control population or control the rate of growth of population. Huge population is also a boon for our
country. The average age of Indians is much more less than that of developed countries and also that of China.

As I mentioned earlier, the Government has already announced a programme of imparting training in various faculties to the young, able, educated,
unemployed persons by way of Skill Development schemes. To assure regular income or alternative jobs for all trained people, the Government must
make some rules so that no untrained persons can work in the field of certain professions like electricians, plumbers, carpenters, blacksmiths,
goldsmiths, vehicle mechanics or any kind of artisan job including health sector We do not have sufficient number of trained ayahs, medical
attendants, nurses, paramedics or even doctors although there are sufficient number of unemployed educated or partially educated young people in
India.

Education of all has already been made practically a Constitutional Right for all Indians by the UPA-I Government by enacting the Right To Education
Act. For this, the UPA Government took the initiative to create hardware infrastructures like school buildings, college buildings, laboratories, etc.
Now, it is the responsibility of the present Government to induct properly educated and trained teachers in these educational institutions.

The next thing that comes to my mind is the health sector. A lot of initiatives have been taken by successive Governments with regard to healthcare,
but it is not sufficient with respect to our population. It is evident when one visits the All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi or even any
Government hospital in the State Capitals where one can find an overwhelming number of patients waiting in queue for their turn to get treatment.
Not a single Government hospital in India is having sufficient number of beds, doctors, trained nurses accommodation and other paramedics. Most
important, the hospitals are run by mainly two different categories of people. One category is the doctors and medical attendants like nurses,
compounders, attendants etc and the other category is Group 'D' employees, who take care of cleaning, etc., of the hospital.

Sir, in this regard, I would like to draw your kind attention to various circulars issued by successive Governments for not recruiting fresh recruits in
the Government hospitals and other healthcare services, which is actually the root cause of shortage of trained manpower including doctors, nurses,
etc., in Government hospitals. Therefore, this point should be taken care of so that we can achieve our target with respect to healthcare.

Sir, why I am emphasizing only on the Government hospitals is that most of the people in India prefer Government hospitals as the treatment there
is either free or cheap; and the doctors and staff are much more experienced as compared to reputed private hospitals. I have come across
instances where poor people from rural areas, after spending lots of money in reputed private hospitals across the country, have approached the
Government hospitals for better treatment after they failed to get the required or desired treatment in the private hospitals.

Therefore, healthcare should be made a Constitutional Right for each and every citizen of this country as it has been done by the earlier Government
in respect of Right to Education and Right to Work.

Sir, in this regard, being an ex-Public Sector man and that too a CSR man, I would request the Government to assign each private as well as the
Central PSU to set a certain amount of Corporate Social Responsibility Fund for schemes like potable water, etc.

By just emphasizing the following three points, I would conclude my speech.
1. Let the Central Government, in consultation with the local and State Government prioritize its goals with respect to SDGs, 2015-30.
2. To fix a targeted date or period for execution/implementation of these schemes which could be well planned.

3. Involve all the stakeholders without seeing any kind of colour — political, regional or religious -- to make it successful so that the next
targeted goal can be achieved within the stipulated timeframe.

With these words, I conclude my speech. Thank you very much.

SHRI IDRIS ALI (BASIRHAT): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, I am really grateful to you for giving me this opportunity to speak on this important topic.

I would only take two minutes and conclude my speech. At the same time, I am deeply grateful to our hon. Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, who is
working as Razia Sultana or on the other side Maa Saradamoni.

I have two or three points to make. The first point is regarding supply of fertilizers to farmers. In my Constituency of Basirhat, West Bengal and in
the Ashoknagar area, there are several complaints made by the farmers that they are not getting fertilizers. Our hon. Minister also knows that this is



the time of harvesting. So, it is my humble prayer to the hon. Minister that fertilizers should be given to the farmers immediately in my Constituency,
specially in Basirhat and Ashoknagar areas.

Sir, my next point is regarding opening of a Central School in my Constituency. My Basirhat Constituency has seven Assembly segments but there is
not a single Central School there. So, it is my humble prayer to the Government that a Central School may be established in my Basirhat
Constituency.

Lastly, I am deeply grateful to our hon. Prime Minister for supporting the poor patients of my Constituency from the PMNRF, for treatment of cancer,
heart and other expensive medical procedures.

In the end, I would again request to the hon. Prime Minister and the Central Government to see that fertilizers and other facilities are provided
to people of West Bengal, specially in my Constituency.

With these words, I conclude. Thank you.

SHRI K. PARASURAMAN (THANJAVUR): Hon. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, Iam thankful to you for giving me this opportunity to participate in the discussion
on Sustainable Development Goals.

As one of the fast developing countries, there are several challenges in front of us. Sustainable Development Goals reflect the things to be done by
the Government for the next 15 years. If we see the background of the SDGs, it is one of the main outcomes of the United Nations Conference on the
Sustainable Development Goals. The goals of the SDGs are intended to advance sustainable development through greater integration of its three
pillars — economic, social and environmental.

Sir, we see that there are 17 goals indicated in the SDGs, which have been mentioned in the Concept Paper released by the NITI Aayog on 4" April,
2016.

I would like to list out a few Goals which are more important and to be achieved by the Government through effective initiatives.

The first Goal is "End Poverty in all its forms everywhere". It is the prominent Goal and to achieve the same the Government should come
forward to plan innovatively. The Government targeted to reduce by half the proportion of men, women and children of all ages living in poverty in all
its dimensions, according to national definitions of Ministry of Rural Development, Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation and the Ministry
of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship. The Government should implement nationally appropriate social protection systems and measures for all
and by 2030 achieve substantial coverage of the poor and the vulnerable. But if we see the real situation in the country, we feel it is difficult to
achieve the target of eliminating poverty. For example, 50 per cent of the Indians do not have proper shelter; 70 per cent of the people do not have
access to decent toilets; 35 per cent of the households do not have a nearby water source; 85 per cent of the villages do not have a secondary
school; over 40 per cent of these same villages do not have proper roads.

There are various schemes like National Urban Livelihoods Mission, National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme, National Rural Livelihoods
Mission, National Social Assistance Programme, National Land Records Modernisation Programme, etc., which have been implemented by the
Government with the aim of eradicating poverty. However, when we compare them to the intensity of the poverty amongst people particularly
people living in rural and tribal areas, the allocation made by the Government for the above schemes is not enough. Therefore, I request the
Government to allocate more funds to achieve the said Goals more effectively.

Second Goal is, "End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture”. It is primarily an important
Goal which should be addressed on a war footing. The Government has fixed the following targets to be achieved by 2030 - to end hunger and
ensure access by all people, in particular the poor and people in vulnerable situations including infants, to safe, nutritious and sufficient food all year
round; to end all forms of malnutrition and to double the agricultural productivity and incomes of small-scale food producers, particularly women,
indigenous people, family farmers, pastoralists and fishers, including through secure and equal access to land, other productive resources and inputs,
knowledge, financial services, markets and opportunities for value addition and non-farm employment; and to ensure sustainable food production
systems and implement resilient agricultural practices that increase productivity and production, that help maintain ecosystems, that strengthen
capacity for adaptation to climate change, extreme weather, drought, flooding and other disasters and that progressively improve land and soil
quality of Agriculture.

But if we see the real situation in the country, we feel it is difficult to achieve the said target as nearly 836 million Indians survive on less than
Rs 20 per day. Over 20 crore Indians sleep hungry every day. Nearly 10 million people die of chronic hunger and hunger related diseases.
Approximately 60 million children are underweight in India. Given its impact on health, education and productivity, persistent under-nutrition is a
major obstacle to human development and economic growth of the country. One of the major economic issues faced by the country is in the field of
agriculture as this is the sector which is a source of livelihood for about 54 per cent of Indians till date. About 43 per cent of land in India is used for
farming but it contributes only 18 per cent of the nation's GDP. Another major problem faced by Indian farmers is their dependency on nature and
monsoons for water and poorly maintained irrigation systems.

To achieve this goal, the Government has implemented various schemes such as the National Food Security Mission, Mission for integrated
Development of Horticulture, National Mission on Sustainable Agriculture, National Oilseed and Qil Palm Mission, National Mission on Agriculture
Extension and Technology, Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana, National Livestock Mission, Livestock Health and Disease Control, National Programme for
Bovine Breeding and Dairy Development.

However, comparing the intensity of poverty amongst people and seeing the need for sustainable growth of agriculture amongst the people
particularly living in rural and tribal areas, the allocation made by the Government to achieve the above schemes is not enough. Therefore, I would



request the Government to allocate more funds to achieve the said goal more effectively.

Thirdly, to ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all and to achieve this sustainable development goal,
the Government has laid the following roadmap: To achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water for all; to achieve
access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and end open defecation paying special attention to the needs of women and girls
and those in vulnerable situations; to improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping and minimizing release of hazardous
chemicals and materials, halving the proportion of untreated wastewater and increasing recycling; and to substantially increase water-use efficiency
across all sectors and ensure sustainable withdrawals and supply of freshwater to address water scarcity and substantially reduce the number of
people suffering from water scarcity and to implement integrated water resources management at all levels, including through trans-boundary
cooperation as appropriate.

The Government has planned to achieve all these goals by 2030 and to achieve these goals, the Government has implemented various
schemes such as National Rural Drinking water Programme, Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan, Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana, National River
Conservation Programme. But, if we see the facts, the real situation prevailing in India, shared by the Union Ministry of Water Resources, they have
painted a grim picture for the country which has 18 per cent of the world's population with only four per cent of the total usable water resources.

Official data shows that the annual per capita availability of water has already decreased in the past 10 years (from 1,816 cubic meter in the
year 2001 to 1,545 cubic meter in 2011) which is alarming. Only 31 per cent of India's population use improved sanitation. In rural India, 21 per cent
use improved sanitation facilities. However, comparing to the intensity of the water scarcity and lack of sanitation due to acute poverty amongst
people particularly people living in rural and tribal areas, the allocation made by the Government for the above schemes is not enough. Therefore, I
request the Government to allocate more funds to achieve the said goal more effectively.

SHRI PREM DAS RAI (SIKKIM): Thank you Deputy Speaker Sir for giving me this opportunity to participate in one of the most important discussions
that has been allowed under Rule 193. I would like to thank the hon. Speaker for making it convenient for the entire House to be looking at the
Sustainable Development Goals. I would like to start this whole debate by quoting Mahatma Gandhi Ji when he said that:

"There is enough for everyone's need on this planet but not enough for everyone's greed."

I think that sums up the entire issue related to sustainability challenges that this world is facing today.

Deputy Speaker Sir, the whole aspect of sustainable development is encapsulated in this planet. We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors, we
only borrow it from our children. Now, this is precisely the reason why we need to look at development and the use of this planet's resource in a
manner in which we leave enough of the resources for the future as well. We are also aware that technology plays a very, very important role, We
know that technology can help us in many ways. Communication technology over time - we have understood - allows us to be much more
productive. It helps us in being almost omnipresent. Today through our mobile sets, we know what exactly is going on at the very moment anywhere
in the world. So, this kind of use of technology allows us to also understand how the whole world is consuming resources at such a rapid rate.

If we are to think about the future that we want, it is encapsulated in the 17 sustainable development goals which were adopted as part of agenda
2030 of the United Nations, we have to actually look at it from the prism of equity as well as we have to look at it from the prism of inclusive growth.
That is the reason why I think, in many ways, our country has moved forward on that particular path - and I dare say - that we are witnessing. When
I refer to technology, I also would like to mention here that there is a whole issue.

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Prem Das Rai, you can continue next time.



