an>
Title: Regarding Minister of External Affairs not accompanying Prime Minister at BRICS Summit.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Madam, before the hon. Minister makes a Statement, I would like to inform the hon. House that on earlier occasions
whenever the Prime Minister attended the BRICS Summit, at least on 4 or 5 occasions there was no occasion for the Prime Minister to make a
Statement in the House. I have the records with me, which state that even in 2010, when that Conference was held, subsequently, the Minister of
External Affairs has made a Statement.

Yesterday, the Leader of the Congress Party has made certain comments about the Prime Minister that he is absent from the Budget Session and all.
The Prime Minister had gone for an international Conference, and he has brought name and fame for the country and he is back successfully. We all
know what exactly has happened there. If anybody has got to ask anything further to it, then they can discuss it appropriately at an appropriate
time. But, my suggestion is that we should not come to the conclusion.

Madam, there is another important thing. As the Parliamentary Affairs Minister, it is my duty to bring to the notice that another Member yesterday
made an uncharitable comment saying that it is very discourteous and we do not know where to stand and speak in this House as the Division
Numbers have not been given. He said that : "The so-called great and efficient Government has not managed to give us Division Number." The
Members should know what is the Rule position; what is the procedure; and without knowing that you should not criticize the Government. It is the
domain of the Speaker, and nobody can question the Speaker in this House. We should understand it. Mr. Pinaki Misra had made this comment, and I

want to put the record straight. Otherwise, I have no intention of even joining issue with him. As Parliamentary Affairs Minister, I must make
Members also to be aware of the Rules.

As far as Shri Kharge's issue is concerned, the Government is coming forward to make a Statement on the BRICS Summit, and the Minister of
External Affairs will make the Statement.
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SHRI KODIKUNNIL SURESH (MAVELIKKARA): Are you following the UPA Government? Please tell us whether you are following the UPA
Government. ...( Interruptions)

SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL (ALAPPUZHA): That is the prerogative of the Prime Minister.
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