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DISCUSSION UNDER RULE 193

Sustainable Development Goals ... Contd.

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now we take up discussion under Rule 193; Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank to continue.
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DR. KULMANI SAMAL (JAGATSINGHPUR): Hon. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, I am thankful to you for giving me this opportunity time to participate on this
Discussion under Rule 193.

The idea of the Sustainable Development Goals has been emerged on the backdrop of the Millennium Development Goals. The idea 'Millennium
Development Goals' is the brainchild of the United Nations; and the idea has revolutionized the mindset to set goals in order to implement various
plans. What are those plans? In simple terms, I could say that the plans were made to proceed in the direction of goal and the goal is to end
extreme poverty, hunger, preventable diseases etc.

The idea of the Millennium Development Goals was applied first in the undeveloped regions of the African Continent; and it is claimed by the United
Nations that this Millennium Development Goal has become an instrument in reducing the poverty. Subsequently, the reduction in poverty has made
them to control various types of diseases in African countries.

The goals of sustainable development are many in numbers. I am emphasizing upon the goals because 'goals' push the person to achieve something
in a determined manner. It puts the pictures in front of you that yes, we have to achieve our goals and reach the destination at any cost. Our goals
of Sustainable Development Goals Project are:- to end poverty; to end hunger; to ensure healthy lives; to reduce infant and maternal mortality rates;
to fight against HIV/AIDS; to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education; to achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls; to
ensure availability of water and sanitation; to ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy; to promote economic growth
and productive employment; to build resilient infrastructure, promote sustainable industrialization; to reduce inequality; to make cities and human
settlements secured and sustainable; to take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts; to protect and restore forests; to provide
justice to all, etc.

The Sustainable Development Goals project from these points gives a clear cut idea to achieve economic development which could generate
employment for future, Secondly, the destination of social development, if achieved, could distribute resources among its people and make them feel
that they are equal. The environmental development will make the people realize the quality of air, water and physical surrounding and the same
could be preserved for the future generation also.

I can say it is a very ambitious project. Although the project offers the opportunity for even greater advancement with so many goals, ambition must
be balanced logically. Why I am saying that balance should be there because I sense contradiction in the parameters of goals, if we are directed to



achieve all of them simultaneously. For example, the goals to protect the environment conflict with the goals to end poverty and promote
industrialization. Because environmental sustainability and industrialization do not run together as they affect each other. So we should take care of
the goals step by step rather than targeting all to achieve at a time. If poverty and unemployment is there, equality cannot be achieved and equal
access to education cannot be realised. Moreover, in my opinion, we are a diversified society having a vast population, different religions, varied
languages, culture, belief system, geographical location, etc. Hence, we have to implement the project and set the goals as per the requirement of a
specific area, specific community etc. The United Nations claim that under the Millennium Development Goals, many countries were able to achieve
universal primary education for children. But how far it is true that the quality of teaching, curriculum and post-primary education were up to the
standard. If it does not meet the equality at that level how can we claim that equality could be restored for the next generation? Where is the
meaning of sustainable development then? Though it sounds well that we can do this, we can do that but I feel it is a bit impractical and over
enthusiastic in nature.

First of all, I would like to state that the first point the Sustainable Development Goals Project is supposed to deal with is to end poverty. The
reasons for poverty are many like climatic factors as climate is responsible for frequent flood, famine, earthquake and cyclone, etc., as they do
damage to agriculture. Moreover, absence of timely rain, excessive rain and deficient rain affects severely the country's agricultural production.

Similarly, the demographic factors, unequal distribution of land and other assets, decline of village industries, immobility of labour, lack of
employment opportunities, lack of education, practice of caste system, social customs etc. are major reasons of poverty. So, the problem of poverty
is different in nature in various parts of our country. Hence, the reason should be studied and surveyed accordingly in order to determine the therapy
to address the problem. Same parameter may not be applicable everywhere.

Further, I could say that the points we have mentioned in our goals are interlinked to each other. If education in all the formats is extended to

everybody, there may not be unemployment, there may not be lack of awareness to combat climate change and there may not be inequality. So, it is

my suggestion that instead of focussing upon so many goals at a time, we should take five or six goals, like implementation of education equally for
everybody, establishment of industries and to strengthen agricultural sector to generate employment etc., which could address all the inclusive
problems at one go.

Thank you.

SHRI S.R. VIDAYA KUMAR (CHENNAI CENTRAL): Hon. Deputy speaker, Sir, I thank my beloved leader, hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Dr.
Puratchi Thalaivi Amma for this opportunity.

A great saying goes like this : "If you want to reach a goal, you must see the reaching in your own mind before you actually arrive at your goal." We
have so many goals regarding sustainable development before the world, before our nation and before each State of our country.

The Sustainable Development Goals are intended to be universal with shared common global vision of progress towards a safe, just and sustainable
space for all human beings to thrive on the planet.

Our great Tamil poet, Kaniyan Poongunranaar had said yaadhum oore yaavarum kelir which means 'To us, all towns are one, all men are our kin'. It
means inclusive growth is inevitable. The greet poet, Saint Thiruvalluvar, had 2000 years ago defined the country as one which does not have
extreme hunger due to failure of crops, incurable disease due to climatic changes and an enemy who attacks from outside leading to destruction.
The poem reads as:

Urupasiyum ova piniyum serupakaiyum
Sera thiyalvadhu naadu

We are moving in the direction of providing food and healthcare for all without any discrimination. But still a country with more than 125 crore
population, and which is growing day by day stronger than ever, poses a challenge in fulfilling the basic needs of life for every citizen of India.

There are different goals. Some are country specific, some are region specific and some are need specific. We should underline the challenges and
undertake measures to overcome those challenges in reaching sustainable development for all.

Food security, affordable and best healthcare, safe drinking water and sanitation facilities for all, cleanliness, secured environment, housing for all,
ending inequality and promotion of empowerment of women are some of the goals that should be achieved within a timeframe for human
development.

Let us create a mindset among all our young men and women to work for the country selflessly. They are the future of this country. We should
ensure quality and compulsory education to all our children irrespective of their economic status. Right to Education is one great step towards this
goal, but still we need to walk an extra mile to educate our future Indians with zero dropout rate. Is that possible for us? Let us hope positively to
contribute and build an enlightened and educated India as knowledge is power. It is worthy to mention here that the world needs Indians for their
talented brain power.

Tamil Nadu, led by our beloved Chief Minister Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi Amma, has a vision document called Vision-2023 which tries to identify and
remove the bottlenecks in development, prioritise critical infrastructure projects and work to propel the State of Tamil Nadu to the forefront of
development once again. The objective of achieving economic prosperity and employment generation with inclusive growth is sought to be achieved
through the implementation of a coherent vision.

The Tamil Nadu Infrastructure Development Board was established under the Chairmanship of the hon. Chief Minister, Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi
Amma, for facilitating the speedy implementation of critical infrastructure projects. These projects are in important sectors including power, roads,



port development, agriculture, irrigation, housing, health, higher education, urban development, public transport, industry and tourism.

Tamil Nadu has identified ten themes for the State as follows: (i) Tamil Nadu will be amongst India's most economicallv prosperous States by
2023 achieving a six-fold growth in per capita income over the next 11 years to be on par with the upper-middle income countries globally; (ii) Tamil
Nadu will exhibit a highly inclusive growth pattern, which will largely be a poverty-free State with opportunities for gainful and productive
employment for all those who seek it and will provide care for the disadvantaged, vulnerable and the destitute in the State; (iii) Tamil Nadu will be
India's leading State in social development and will have the highest Human Development Index amongst all Indian States; (iv) Tamil Nadu will
provide the best Infrastructure services in India in terms of universal access to housing, water and sanitation, energy, transportation, irrigation,
connectivity, healthcare, and education; (v) Tamil Nadu will be one of the top-three preferred investment destinations in Asia and the most preferred
in India with a reputation for efficiency and competitiveness; (vi) Tamil Nadu will be known as the innovation-hub and knowledge-capital of India on
the strength of world class institutions in various fields and the best human talent; (vii) Tamil Nadu will ensure peace, security and prosperity for all
citizens and business enabling free movement and exchange of ideas, people and trade with other Indian States and rest of the world; (viii) Tamil
Nadu will preserve and care for its ecology and heritage; (ix) Tamil Nadu will actively address the causes of vulnerability of the State and its people
due to uncertainties arising from natural causes, economic downturns and other man-made reasons, and mitigate the adverse-effects; and (x) Tamil
Nadu will nurture a culture of responsive and transparent governance that ensures progress, security, and equal opportunity to all stakeholders.

Tamil Nadu, under the able leadership of hon. Amma, with path-breaking initiatives has been striving hard to ensure that by 2023 nobody is
left behind in reaching these development goals. Necessary measures are undertaken to increase the per capita income by six-times when compared
to present ones, so that the Gross State Domestic Product of Tamil Nadu will reach 11 per cent. As remarked by Dr. Putatchi Thalaivi Amma, an
aspiration of making the State's economy grow at 11 per cent is an 'achievable goal' as the State had already clocked an impressive growth rate of
13.95 per cent in 2005-2006 and the manufacturing sector registered an all time growth of 15.10 per cent.

The State also concentrates on inclusive growth taking all the stakeholders on-board. Efforts are on to make it poverty-free, which means that
no person in the State is deprived of any of the basic needs such as food, clothing and shelter. Any resident who seeks employment will be able to
find gainful and productive employment commensurate to his or her capabilities. The State Government provides best healthcare and implements
pro-people health insurance schemes in Tamil Nadu. It is noteworthy to mention that 90 per cent of the people of Tamil Nadu are covered under
Public Distribution System, which functions effectively in the State.

World-class infrastructure irrespective of their economic status is the vision of Tamil Nadu Government. The total investment to enable
universal access to infrastructure services over the next eight-year period in the State is estimated at Rs. 15 lakh crore. A substantial portion of the
financing for infrastructure has to be mobilized from non-Governmental sources including private sector organizations, banks and Foreign Direct
Investment.

Ten existing cities in the State would be developed to world-class levels, which would subsequently become the 'nuclei and engines of
economic growth' of Tamil Nadu.

Tamil Nadu shall provide piped and pressurized 24-hour water supply to 100 per cent of its residents and ensure that all of them have access
to safe sanitation including open defecation-free and garbage-free environment. Hon. Amma's vision is to build 20,000 MW of additional power-
generation capacity in the next eight years. Twenty-five lakh affordable houses need to be constructed to create hut-free villages and slum-free
cities. The State vision is to achieve universal secondary education, increase enrolment in colleges, including vocational educational education, to
over 50 per cent.

Tamil Nadu is to do 2,000 kilometres of six to eight lane expressways, 5000 kilometres of four lane highways, and all highways being at least double-
laned and with paved shoulders.

Incremental capacity of ports in Tamil Nadu will exceed 150 million tonnes per annum.

All urban nodes with population of over five lakhs will be connected with high speed rail corridors for both freight and passenger traffic. With a total
capacity to handle 80 million passengers per annum across all airports in the State, with Chennai alone accounting for half the capacity, Tamil Nadu
will provide the best facilities for air passengers.

Every village will be connected with high speed Optical Fibre Cable (OFC) network enabling broadband in terms of universal access to
connectivity at a grass-root level across the state.

Tamil Nadu will put in place a system of integrated multimodal urban transport, including mass transit systems for faster connectivity. Chennai
Metro is a recent addition to this.

Tamil Nadu will become one of the top three destinations for investment in Asia, and also be the most attractive State for investments in
India. The key to being internationally competitive is highly efficient and responsive governance. Ensuring that every youth of Tamil Nadu is
sufficiently skilled at his or her job is another vision.

Creating conducive peace and giving secured environment for all humans is yet another milestone. Moreover Tamil Nadu will preserve and care for
its ecology through efficient recycling of solid waste, besides, preservation of environment, by minimizing atmospheric pollution and maintaining the
ecological balance across the entire State.

Tamil Nadu will actively address the causes of vulnerability of the State and its people to uncertainties arising from natural causes, economic
downturns and other man-made reasons and mitigate their adverse effects. Tamil Nadu will seek to be exemplary in the quality of progress, security,
and equal in its planning and regulation in the State. Tamil Nadu as one of the most progressive States of the country wants to complement and
supplement the efforts of the Union Government in attaining the Sustainable Development Goals. It is also the duty of the Union Government to
provide incentives by way of special financial packages for progressive States like Tamil Nadu.



Again to from Tirukkural, it says,
"Nadenba Nada Valathana Nadalla
Nada Valantharu Nad."

It means "That alone is called a country where one need not seek all comforts, but everything is naturally there. That is not a country where
the comforts or riches are sought for with effort."

With the hope that we will make India self-sufficient and we will have inclusive growth, I conclude my speech. Thank you.

SHRI JAYADEV GALLA (GUNTUR): Mr. Deputy-Speaker. Sir, I feel that it would be inconclusive and incomplete if we start discussing Sustainable
Development Goals without touching on the progress that we have made in implementation of the Millennium Development Goals. I am saying this
because MDGs and SDGs are intertwined and SDGs are built on top of the MDGs as they aim for inclusive growth.

Sir, on the one hand, I am happy because you have given me an opportunity to speak on this important subject, but on the other, I am deeply
anguished that even after becoming a part of MDGs framework in 2000 and implementing it for nearly 15 years, we are still languishing and
struggling to achieve even the basic minimum goals. Forget about being at par with the West, the painful fact is that we are not even at part with
the BRICS countries, that is, Brazil, Russia, China, India and south Africa.

Sir, next month the world leaders at the UN are going to adopt 17 goals and 169 targets under SDGs to be achieved by 2030. But before coming to
the proposed Sustainable Development Goals, with your permission, let me touch upon some of the MDGs, the progress that we have made, the
reasons behind our failure in achieving the same and some suggestions on how to overcome those failures.

The House is aware that there are eight goals and 18 targets to be achieved by this year end. If you look at the MDGs India Country Report 2015, so
far, we have been able to achieve only four or five targets. We are into August and we have only four months left to achieve the remaining targets,
which makes it very difficult to achieve by December 2015 deadline if you look at our track record. Who is responsible for this? I am neither playing
any political blame-game nor am I interested in scoring brownie points. All I would say is that we have to accept that we have collectively failed to
achieve these Goals.

The next point I wish to make is relating to Targets 3 and 4 of Goals 2 and 3 which aims at children to complete a full course of primary schooling.
Yes, we have achieved this. We have the net enrolment ratio of 88 per cent in primary education. Apparent survival rate, that is, children surviving
up to Vth standard is 93 per cent and youth literacy between the age group of 15 and 24 is 86 per cent. But, the problem is, we are concentrating
more on retaining children, rather than giving them quality education.

I will talk about youth literacy. Undivided Andhra Pradesh has the highest number of engineering colleges and lakhs of students are coming out
every year. But, if you look at the percentage of employability in these students, it is miniscule. Even the Skill India Report says that only 37 per cent
of graduates are employable in the country. It means that there is lack of quality in education and the result is such that graduates are applying even
for a clerk job. So, all I would say is that along with concentrating on quantity, we should also concentrate on quality education. It is good that the
present Government is giving a lot of emphasis on skill development and created a separate Ministry for this purpose. I just attended a Workshop
yesterday that Shri Rajiv Pratap Rudy had conducted. I hope that this will help us to increase the skilled people in the country from less than three
per cent today to at least 30 per cent by 2019.

Goal No. 3 deals with the subject of empowerment of women. The NSS 68t Round (2011-12) results had estimated the percentage of share
of females in wage employment in the non-agricultural sector as 19.3 per cent with corresponding figures for rural and urban areas as 19.9 per cent
and 18.7 per cent respectively. There is an improvement in the status as the NSS 66" Round which was taken in 2009-10 had reported that the
share of women in wage employment is 18.6 per cent at the national level and the corresponding estimates for rural and urban India pegged at 19.6
per cent and 17.6 per cent respectively. It is projected that, at this rate of progress, the share of women in wage employment can at best reach a
level of about 22.28 per cent by 2015 which is far from the targeted fifty per cent. To achieve this, I suggest for consideration of the hon. Prime
Minister to pass 33 per cent reservation for women in Lok Sabha and State Assemblies and also 50 per cent reservation in all local bodies. This
would go a long way in empowering women and achieving this target. Secondly, I also recommend for reservation of women, particularly SC and ST
and OBCs in the private sector to empower them financially. Thirdly, one of the indicators to achieve this Goal is to have equal ratio of girls to boys
in primary, secondary and tertiary education. As I said earlier, we have been able to achieve universalisation of education. With the Government's
initiative of giving emphasis on education for girl child through Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, I am sure we can eliminate gender disparity in primary,
secondary and in all levels of education very soon and match with the parameters of UNESCO.

With regard to Target 10 of Goal 7, I would say that we are better placed as far as providing drinking water is concerned. Of course, there are
some villages or Mandals which still are suffering in getting safe drinking water. For example, we have 757 rural habitations, including 13 habitations
from my district of Guntur, in 10 districts of AP affected with fluoride. They need to be provided with safe drinking water, With regard to sanitation, I
would say that Swachch Bharat Abhivan would definitely achieve this target in a year or so.

Coming to sustainable development, sustainable development has been defined as development that meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. SDGs cover much broader range of development issues such as poverty,
hunger, improving health, education, climate change, protecting forests, etc. when compared to MDGs.



There are 17 goals with 169 targets. As I do not have the luxury of time to discuss each and every goal and target, I only wish to touch upon some
of the important aspects. First I come to Goal 1 and 2 which deal with ending poverty in all its forms, ending hunger, food security and improved
nutrition. There are various factors behind India's poverty and hunger. India is estimated to have one-third of world's poor as per 2013 estimates.
Thirty-seven per cent of India's 1.3 billion people fall below the International Poverty Line which is 1.25 US dollars per day. This is not my figure, Sir,
this is the figure given by the Planning Commission. As per the World Health Organisation, 98,000 people die from diarrhoea each year in our
country. It is due to lack of sanitation, nutrition and safe drinking water.

Goal 2 also deals with sustainable agriculture. Here I wish to submit that 20 per cent of the fruits and vegetables are going waste in our country.
This is a very conservative estimate and it may be much higher than that also. If you calculate this in terms of money, it comes to nearly Rs.13,500
crore. If you add grains to it, then the wastage comes to Rs.44,000 crore every year in food wastage. This is directly contributing to food inflation,
and successive governments are failing to stop this monumental wastage. If we stop this, we can provide nutritious foods to many of our poverty-
stricken people which constitute 37 per cent of our population. For this, we have to develop cold chain facilities, food parks and food processing
industries in the country.

To give example of my own State, undivided AP has the highest number of food processing units at 9,500 units. But it is not the case when it comes
to other States. So, the Government has to push the private sector in this area which will considerably reduce the food wastage in the country.

Secondly, this government has resolved to take the benefits of social security to the last person in queue to reduce poverty and hunger and provide
them with food security. And the JAM trinity — the Jan Dhan Yojana, Aadhaar, Mobile trinity — is one of the biggest pieces of reform ever attempted
in the country. It aims to directly transfer subsidies to the accounts of the beneficiary thereby checking diversion, corruption and pilferage in the
subsidies. I am confident that in the years to come we will be able to remove poverty and hunger from the map of this country.

The Government of India has also taken up Swachh Bharat on a mission mode and aims to accomplish the vision of a clean India by 2nd

October, 2019, the 150t birth anniversary of the Father of Nation by spending Rs.62,000 crore. I am confident that this will wipe out the basic
health hazards that the poor of this country are facing, and achieve Goal 3 of the SDGs.

Sir, I now come to Goal 4 which deals with quality education. Goal 3 aims to ensure healthy life and Goal 5 deals which deals with gender
equality and empowerment of girls and women. Under the MDGs we only talked under Goal 2 about the universalisation of primary education. But
here we are talking about inclusive and equitable quality education and to promote life long learning opportunities for all.

Here I am a little bit disappointed because philanthropy in India is yet to take off. If you look globally, philanthropists spend between two and
five per cent of their net worth annually towards charitable activities. But here in India it is between 0.7 and 1.7 per cent. Secondly, in spite of the
fact that we have double the number of NGOs when compared to schools, 250 times the number of government hospitals, each NGO covers 400
people as against one policeman for 709 people, we are still struggling to provide quality education, providing health and empowering women and
girls.

These are the statistics as per the CBI which has collected this information. The point I am trying to drive at is that we have enough people
but lack of commitment to improve the conditions of the people. I am confident that we would achieve this since the Government has made it
mandatory for all companies under the Companies Act to spend two per cent of the average profit of the last three years when turnover is more than
Rs.1000 crore or net worth of Rs.500 crore or more and a net profit of Rs.5 crore or more to spend on CSR activities. The CSR activities can be in the
areas of education, gender empowerment, health, eradicating poverty and others.

I think next month we will get the first results of amounts spent by various companies under the CSR to be able to understand what the
impact has been. But one estimate shows that there are around Rs.25,000 crore a year would be spent through corporate philanthropy. I am
confident we will make a huge impact on achieving these goals.

Sir, Goal 6 deals with water and sanitation which is very vital for human kind. This goal is giving us time and says that by 2013 every country
has to achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and end open defecation by paying special attention to the needs of
women and girls and those in vulnerable situations.

As I said earlier, we have already started the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan to provide sanitation facilities to every family including toilets, solid and liquid

waste disposal system, village cleanliness and safe and adequate drinking water supply by 2"d October, 2019. So, to implement this with
commitment, we need not wait even until 2030 as proposed by the United Nations. We can achieve this by 2019 itself.

Here one point I wish to make is to keep the constructed toilets functional. I am saying this because as per the baseline survey of 2013 by the
Ministry, 20 per cent of toilets are defunct and the percentage is as high as 66 per cent in Jharkhand and 59 per cent in Chhattisgarh. So, this has to
be looked at.

As per the reports of the Estimates Committee, seven crore people in the country across six States are suffering from arsenic in the groundwater
and there are many blocks which are affected with fluoride. I request the hon. Minister of drinking water and sanitation to provide sufficient funds to
address this problem. I also suggest for the consideration of the Government of India to permit spending MPLADS fund for providing drinking water,
taking up projects and schemes to remove arsenic and fluoride content from the water.

Goal No. 8 deals with providing productive employment and decent work. Setting up a separate Ministry for skill development is one clear indication
in which direction the Government wants to move. The Government's aim of replacing the existing National Skill Development Policy with a new one
clearly indicates in which direction it wants to go.

As per one estimate, India will need 500 million skilled people by 2020. With 70 per cent of our population living in rural areas, this is where
we need to focus in order to achieve these numbers. We need to have alignment between skill development and industrial development. There is no
point in creating jobs. We have to then bring people from rural areas to take up those jobs. It is much better to create those jobs where we have the



people who can be trained and skilled and provide them those jobs.

There are other goals which are likely to be approved by the United Nations if all the countries agree to them. But there is some problem in
accepting all the goals as they are two unwieldy. The United Kingdom and Japan have already expressed their reservations in accepting all the 17
goals. The United Kingdom's Prime Minister has publicly said that he wants 12 goals at the most and he will be happy if they are limited to only 10. It
is not only the Governments, but also some NGOs have expressed their reservations saying that there are too many goals.

Anyway, we have to see what the final outcome will be at New York next month. But I feel that the goals that I have talked about are the
important ones and have to be a part of the STGs as they are the core of humanity, human dignity and human development. It has rightly been said
by the hon. Prime Minister that unless we reinforce the priority of Millennium Development Goals through the principle of Sabka Sath Sabka Vikas and
work together overcoming poverty, gender inequality, lack of sanitation, child mortality etc., we will continue to lag behind. But with the change of
guard led by Shri Narendra Modiji, I am confident that we will achieve the Millennium Development Goals by next year with cooperation from civil
society and private sector through the CSR activities and also the STGs before the deadline of 2030. With these words, I conclude my observations.
Thank you.
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HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Prahlad Patel, you can continue next time.

18.01 hrs
The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on



Friday, August 7, 2015/Shravana 16, 1937 (Saka).



