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Title: Further discussion on resolution regarding creation of a new Union Ministry for the Development of Himalayan States (Resolution withdrawn).

HON. SPEAKER: The House will now take up further discussion on the Resolution moved Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal *Nishank' on the 11t July, 2014.
Shri Bhatruhari Mahtab to continue.

(Prof. K.V.Thomas in the Chair)

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Sir, I was on my legs the other day when the discussion was going on relating to the Resolution that

was moved by Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal “Nishank' on creation of a new Union Ministry for the development of Himalayan States. I had requested Dr.
Singh to be present. On this aspect, I would say that this Government was toying with the idea of setting up a nodal agency that could be launched
as a separate Ministry in the next Cabinet expansion which will work as a fulcrum for all things concerning Himalayas. This was published in The

Economic Times on 315t May, 2014.

"While the Ganga clean-up Ministry that functions under Uma Bharati Ji has its mandate limited to ecological concerns, this new
Himalayan agency will dabble with topics ranging from ecology, tourism, power, trade and security."

The newspaper came out with an information that former Lok Sabha Speaker and veteran leader from the North-East, Shri PA. Sangma is among the
front-runners to lead the effort.

Sir, I would say that Himalayas has been the Treasury Benches area of special attention for some time now. Its election manifesto shows their keen
interest in Himalayas.

Among the key promises it has made include setting up of a National Mission on Himalayas, a Himalayan Sustainability Fund and a Central
University on Himalayan Technology.

There are few points which need to be highlighted. A separate Ministry for Himalayas is a great idea which has unfortunately not received the
attention it deserves. Even purely from the security perspective on the Himalayan region, it makes sense.

Recently, the Prime Minister visited Thimpu and that also should be taken into consideration. The Union Minister for Environment, Forests and
Climate Change, Shri Prakash Javadekar already has announced that his Ministry was working on a policy for fast track green clearance for border
roads and defence projects upto 100 kilometres from the Line of Actual Control.

Former Minister, former Chairman of the Standing Committee on Finance and former Chief Minister of Uttarakhand, Major General (Retd.) B.C.
Khanduri had also said that the Central Government is to establish a separate Ministry for the Himalayan Region so that developmental activities
could be easily taken up without disturbing the flora and fauna of the Region.

I would like to repeat a point for not only drawing the attention of the House but also to put it across the Government, that is, he had addressed a
Press Conference held in State Party office where Major General (Retd.) Khanduri had said that the State Governments should sensitize masses
about the pros and cons of eco-sensitive zone before implementing any development programme. The Army officer-turned-politician also demanded
from the Government to install hi-tech and latest equipment for weather forecast.

The Himalayas need an agenda for development and environment. I would quote only five points for elucidating my point of view. The Himalayan
States must build a viable and sustainable forest-based economy. Can they use forests for development? Can they value eco-system services of
forests so that protection is valued?

I would say that the strategy for water development must balance the opportunity for energy and threat to livelihood particularly in the age of
changing climate and hydrology. The need for energy in remote villages must be secured first before exporting to regions outside.

There is a need to promote local organic agriculture and its produce as a specialty high value premium produce of a fragile ecology. There is a
need to use ecosystem-based tourism for development but with safeguards and local benefits.

I would say, as I had mentioned in my speech the other day, there is a need to take effective measures to check cross border infiltration particularly,
not only in Uttarakhand but also all the States, especially those States which border Nepal. That is the need of the hour today. So, I support the
Resolution that has been moved by Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank.

While concluding, I would say that the issues are not new. But what is new is the need to respond more urgently to the changes that are beginning
to be seen in this climatic vulnerable region. It is also clear that development will be critical for the region to cope with climate change and its
variability. This is the opportunity to use new models of development based on the region's ecology and traditional knowledge and culture, to build
an economy capable of withstanding these changes.

The BJIP in its manifesto had urged the people that there is a need to have specific Ministry. I would urge upon all the Members of the Treasury
Benches to pass this Resolution so that it can have an impact. Invariably, the Resolutions are of a different kind but here is a Resolution which the
major Party of the ruling alliance had in its manifesto and a number of people have spoken outside. I have quoted what the Modi Government had
said earlier in my speech today. I would urge upon all the Members of this House that this is the need of the hour; the country needs it; and there is
a need to take specific Ministry for Himalayan Region. I support the Resolution.
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SHRI ADHIR RANJAN CHOWDHURY (BAHARAMPUR): Sir, the hon. Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishak has brought one Resolution with respect to the
creation of a new Important Ministry for the Development of Himalayan States. I must appreciate the idea of my esteemed colleague. We have
already discussed this issue and its various aspects.

Sir, our sentiments, our tradition and our civilization are very much attached with the great Himalayas. The majestic, magnanimous and magnificent
Himalayas has been enticing the people across the world since its birth. The great Himalayas was originated by the collision of two continental
tectonic plates. It runs, west-northwest to east-southeast, in an arc of 2,400 kilometres. Its western anchor is Nanga Parbat and its eastern anchor



is Namcha Barwa. The range varies in width from 400 kilometres in the west to 150 kilometres in the east.

It is a matter of great pride for us that the Himalayas have the third largest deposit of ice and snow in the world, after Antarctica and the
Arctic. The Himalayan range consists of 15,000 glaciers. We are all concerned of conserving our wealth of glaciers because in the wake of global
warming, the glaciers have been receding much to the consternation. It is not only alarming for the Indian people but for the South Asian people
because the Himalayan glaciers are used to provide water to them. They are the lifeline of people of Indian sub-continent.

So, it is an urgent need to preserve our glaciers from being further receded. Indian Himalayan region is a range that spans ten States of India. Three
major geographical entities that we know along the Himalayan range are the Himadri, Himanchal and the Siwaliks. Multiple ethnic compositions are
the striking features of the Region. More than 170 of the 701 Scheduled Tribes of India inhabit in the Indian Himalayan Region.

Sir, the Region is known as a 'water tower of the earth'. Approximately, 10 to 20 per cent of the area is covered by glaciers while 30 to 40 per cent
remains under seasonal snow cover. Despite the vast water resources (1,200,000 million metre cubic annual flow of the Himalayan rivers) trends
such as diminishing regulatory effects of glaciers, streams and rivers are gradually occurring in the Region. This Region has a total geographical area
of about 5,30,795 square kilometres inhabited by nearly four crore people, representing 16.16 per cent of the total area and nearly four per cent of
the total population of our country. The literacy rate of the Indian Himalayan Region is about 67 per cent. It is good that it is marginally higher than
the national average of 65.4 recorded in the 2001 census. Its forest inherents phenomenal biodiversity that is used to meet the diverse needs of the
people,

Sir, 65 per cent of the geographical area is under forest representing one-third of the total forest cover, and 46 per cent of the very good forest cover
in the country. Thirteen peaks surpassing 7,000 metres in elevation plays a strategic role in safeguarding the entire northern boundary of our
country.

The Himalayas with its vast green cover acts as 'sink' also for carbon di-oxide. In the age of global warming, the word 'sink’, carbon sequestrations
have become a very familiar name. The Himalayas with its vast green cover acts as 'sink' for carbon di-oxide. Estimates of annual carbon
sequestration by the forests of western and north-eastern Himalayas are computed to 6.49 Mt, that values to 843 million US dollars. This is one of
the important ecosystem services being performed by the Himalayan forests.

The people of the Indian Himalayan Region are still the victim of poverty and misery. Their livelihood basically depends upon the natural resources,
forestry, livestock, etc. The continually growing population depend upon finite resources. We know that the resources could always be termed as
'finite’ but the demand has been growing exponentially over the years because population has been growing. Naturally, in commensurate with the
growth of population, demands are also rising but the resources are finite. So, what is the way-out? The way-out is that we have to innovate, we
have to modernize the Himalayan farming; we have to make productivity of the Himalayan farming harness and furthermore rich biological and
cultural resources in this Region which is still under-developed. Present trends of environmental health suggest that existing interventions are
unsustainable.

Sir, it is very much witnessed that the development in the Himalayan Range has become a nemesis for the common people because the
development has not been made in a sustainable manner. As a result, we had witnesses the horrific incidents of Uttrakhand episode. Still, the horror
has been haunting our memory. That is why we ought to be very much careful and cautious.

In the year 2011, we had witnessed the severe earthquake occurred in Sikkim. Himalayan Range is known to be very fragile and vulnerable. That is
why Himalayan Range needs some sorts of specifications in all its activities.

Therefore, a dedicated agency for the entire Indian Himalayan Range is a pre-requisite. In consultation with all the Himalayan States, the
Government should come forward with a holistic approach for the development of entire Himalayan Region.

Sir, the inherent fragility of the mountains as well as the increased vulnerability of the Himalaya to human-induced environmental impacts make
people live in the shadow of fears of natural hazards. Accelerated soil erosion and increased silting of water bodies, drying up of springs,
replacement and disappearance of species and increased ratio of energy expended in fodder, fuel collection and agricultural activity that increase
drudgery of the womenfolk, are some of the tell-tale symptoms of environmental ill-health.

Sir, nature does not brook any kind of unceremonious infringement upon it. In the name of civilisation, we have destroyed the pristine environment of
great Himalayas, as a result of which we have been inflicted by the fury of Himalayas, which culminated in the devastation and destruction of lives
and properties.

Sir, the Uttrakhand episode should be treated as a red signal for any future development in the entire Himalayan Region. In this regard, a Task Force
was already constituted to have a long-term policy on the Indian Himalayan Region. That Task Force had recommended that the balance between
natural resources exploitation and conservation should tilt in favour of the latter. Zones must be identified for appropriate activities such as zones of
snow, Alpine, Sub-Alpine areas and sacred landscapes to be protected at any cost. All natural water zones must be strictly protected. Spring
Sanctuaries must be harboured. Forest zones should be conserved and augmented for environmental services and biodiversity values.

16.00hrs

Zones of fertile river valleys at lower altitudes should be utilized for maximizing agricultural production but conversion of agricultural land to other
uses in such zones should not be allowed.

River zones for decentralized electricity production should be earmarked to meet the household and small industrial power requirements.

In zones for habitation, especially of urban spaces, no construction should be undertaken in areas having slope above 30 degree or areas which fall
in hazardous zones or areas falling on spring and aquifer lines.



Zones for industry should only be in non-fragile areas and include only those activities favourable to mountain condition.

Further, the Task Force recommends two loop railway lines — one for the Western Himalayan region connecting Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand, and the other for the North-Eastern Region.

I would propose that this Government should celebrate a Himalayan Day to the dedication of Himalaya because Himalaya is our pride; Himalaya acts
as a barrier to save us from any incursion; and Himalaya also helps us in having bountiful for monsoon. So, Himalaya is our life and blood. safere &
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SHRI B. VINOD KUMAR (KARIMNAGAR): Hon. Chairman, Sir, on behalf of myself and on behalf of my party, Telangana Rashtriya Samiti, I support
the resolution moved by our good friend, Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal. We do have a Ministry for Development of North Eastern Region. In fact, we should
have had this Ministry - Ministry for Development of Himalayan States — long back.

Very recently, an incident occurred in Himachal Pradesh where many students of a Hyderabad based engineering college, who had gone on a study
tour, were washed away in River Beas near Mandi in the first week of June this year. I was one of the few Members of Parliament who, as directed
by our Chief Minister K. Chandra Shekhar Rao gary, went there and supervised the relief operations undertaken by the Government of Himachal
Pradesh Government as well as the Army. I stayed there for few days. I saw there indiscriminate construction of dams, more particularly hydro
power stations. It was due to the negligence of the officials of those dams that water was released and this unfortunate incident occurred where 24
students got washed away and bodies of four students are yet to be recovered.

During my stay in Himachal Pradesh as well during my visit to some of the tourist sports in the Himalayan States, I found that it is a fact that the
roadways in those States are not properly made. There are many curves. And they are supposed to be national highways. Therefore, many incidents
and accidents are happening in those States, particularly Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and even Jammu and Kashmir,

This whole range is around 2,500 kilometres right from Kashmir to Arunachal Pradesh. Sikkim State was annexed to our country in the year
1975. Today, almost 40 years have already elapsed, but till now there is no railway line to Sikkim. There were developed railway links for Shimla,
Ooty in southern range and Darjeeling and for many tourist spots in British India, but after Independence, I do not know whether any new railway
lines have been made, except something as new as has happened very recently in Jammu and Kashmir.

Definitely, these Himalayan States were deprived of getting funds because they do not have their own strength to pull up money. So, I feel
that it is very much necessary on the part of the Government of India to rescue them or to support all these States. As we have a Ministry for North
Eastern States, I propose -- and I also support the Resolution moved by hon. Member Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal -- that the Government should think very
seriously to have a Ministry for these Himalayan States also.

SHRI MULLAPPALLY RAMCHANDRAN (VADAKARA): Hon. Chairperson, Sir, I am greatly privileged to participate in this important discussion on the
Resolution moved by Dr. Pokhriyal for setting up of a new ministry for the sustainable development of the Himalayan States. I fully support this
proposal.

The Himalayas or the abode of snow extends over 2,900 kms. between Nanga Parbat in the West and Namcha Barwa in the East. The mighty
and majestic Himalayas being the youngest and loftiest mountain chain of the world, scientists say that it is continuing to grow. The Himalayan
Region is naturally fragile and unstable. The diversity in climate, altitude, rainfall and soil types and the variety of agro-climatic zones in the
Himalayas make an interesting study.

The existence of numerous glaciers is another unique phenomenon of the Himalayas. Siachen Glacier is the largest in the world outside the
Polar region. These Himalayan glaciers are the source for several large and perennial rivers, which are the lifeline of our country. It has been
acknowledged that more than 60 per cent of the water requirement of Asia comes from the Himalaya regions. Himalayan ranges have a profound
effect on the climate of the Indian sub-continent. The Himalayas is a gift of nature to our country, and even the existence of this sub-continent
depends greatly on the Himalayas. It also protects the country, and stands as a fortress.

A holistic approach is required for the protection of environment and ecology of Himalayas. Our reckless land-use pattern and merciless killing
of trees have caused great damage to the ecosystem of the Himalayas. Himalayan regions often witness flash floods, cloudbursts and avalanches.
The Uttarakhand deluge last year has opened our eyes, and it made us realize how fragile the Himalayan region is. Any hazard to environment and
ecology will definitely endanger the whole northern region, and probably the existence of this subAcontinent.

Experts say that one of the reasons for flashfloods in the region is soil erosion following the reckless felling of trees. We may recall the Chipko
movement launched by Shri Sunderlal Bahuguna who waged a relentless battle to protect the forests of Himalayas.

The flora and fauna of Himalayas are famous from time immemorial. Going in for large-scale industries will ruin the ecosystem of the
Himalayas. The weather and climatic conditions of Himalayas are more suitable for electronic industries, watches, computers etc. The inhabitants
along the Himalaya region are to be sensitized about the fragile and yet bountiful Himalayas. ...(Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON : Hon. Member, please wait for a minute. I am to inform the hon. Members that three hours have already been taken on the
Resolution, thus almost exhausting the time allotted for its discussion. As there are six more Members to take part in the discussion on the
Resolution, the House has to extend the time for further discussion on the Resolution. If the House agrees, the time for discussion on the Resolution



may be extended by one hour.
SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS : Yes, Sir.
HON. CHAIRPERSON: So, it is agreed. Okay. Hon. Member, please continue.

SHRI MULLAPPALLY RAMCHANDRAN : A separate Ministry would definitely be helpful in protecting the ecology and developing the region by putting
rich resources to the best use.

The mover of the Resolution, Dr. Pokhriyal wants to identify the backward areas of Himalayan States, and ensure their overall development
and conservation. Here, my considered view is that sustainable development is possible only through conservation of the ecology of the Himalayas.
The mover of the Resolution is also seeking for providing special financial package for the development of backward areas, particularly, the border
areas. My suggestion is that the issue of backwardness must be addressed by taking a holistic view on the matter.

The suggestion made by the mover of the Resolution for establishing hydro-electric power projects is to be assessed by way of a thorough
scientific study.

It is a fact that the perennial rivers of the Himalayas are a great source of huge volume of water. The question arises, how best it can be
harnessed without harming the eco-system.

I, once again, welcome the proposal for setting up of a separate Ministry for the sustainable development of the Himalayas.
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HON. CHAIRPERSON : There is no ...## in this. Please do not pass such remarks. I know how to deal with the business of the House.
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SHRI VINCENT H. PALA (SHILLONG): Hon. Chairman, Sir, I thank you for giving me this chance to speak on the Resolution moved by Dr. Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank.

Sir, the Resolution is a very meaningful one. I support this Resolution because I too belong to a part of Himalayan region. Moreover, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and the entire North Eastern States are a part of the Himalayan Region.

I again support this Resolution because it is the need of the hour to have a Ministry so that we can give advice or any information to the Central



Ministry with which it could act accordingly. Sir, I will speak for only half of the time which Shri Anurag Thakur has taken. I will limit myself to four
points only.

Firstly, this Ministry, if formed, will help in identification of the people around Himalayas. For example, we have eight States in the Northeast but we
do not have a research centre where we can research the prospects of the area, the strengths, in terms of habit, practice and culture of the people
living in these areas. We may know their requirements. When Shri Rajiv Gandhi came to Northeast he said that if you want to know the true colour
of India you come to Northeast, especially to a State like Arunachal Pradesh. I do not know how many of you have visited Arunachal Pradesh. If at all
I get a chance, I always go there because it is rich in culture. It is rich in minerals. People are very hospitable. These are the areas which we should
support and the idea given by Shri Ramesh is very ideal.

If you see in terms of sports, we get a lot of football experts from Sikkim, Darjeeling. We have got good boxers from Manipur. In songs competition
my State Meghalaya used to be a champion. Even when President Obama came they called the singers from Mehalaya to sing for him. These are the
specialities which the people living in the Himalayas have. So, we should have a research centre in the Northeast which can identify the strengths of
the people living there.

We need to provide a special financial package to all these areas because most of them are the border areas. It is not that easy to live in the border
areas. As Shri Anurag Thakur has said, the rules, the laws of the Metro cities like Delhi or Mumbai may not be applicable to Northeast because of its
terrain. For example, in my State Meghalaya six out of twelve months in a year it rains. So, if we have to implement a project, we cannot say twelve
months but we say that it is to be implemented in six months only. This is the difference. Until and unless we have a Ministry like this which will
know the problems of the area, it is difficult to develop the State.

In terms of logistics also, for example to carry one tonne of cement from one of the Capitals of a Northeastern State to Delhi, it will cost not less
than Rs.2000 whereas the cost for carrying the same from Delhi to Madras is not even ten per cent of that. We need to support the people of the
Himalayan region and hence there is a need for this Ministry.

We must also take measures to check infiltration. I feel infiltration is a major concern especially for the tribal people of the Himalayan region. In my
State there is a lot of agitation because of infiltration from the neighbouring countries. So, we have to empower the people living in those areas.
They are the best people who know the terrains, the problems of the area. Instead of deploying thousands and lakhs of forces from the mainland to
these areas we can train the local youth and employ them there. They will give the best service. They will protect the country and protect
themselves. We can give them employment and thus migration from those areas to the cities will minimize. These are certain things which we have
to keep in mind.

The other thing that I wish to say is that we should provide more for the infrastructure. Whoever has presented the Budget, be it the Railway Budget
or the General Budget, he always talks about giving 10 per cent to Northeast. They always keep 10 per cent for the north-east. Why do you want to
keep only 10 per cent for the north-east? For roads, we should have 20 to 30 per cent. A lot of money is required. For the construction of one
kilometre of road in north-east, you require a minimum of Rs.2.5 crore but here it may be only Rs.1.5 crore. So, the question of 10 per cent should
not arise. It should be demand based. We should build infrastructure. If China can build infrastructure along the border of Himalayas, why can we not
do that? So, infrastructure is very important. This will be a part of the assets of the country as well as the people of that area. If we do that, they
would not migrate and they would get employment.

At the same time, we should set up industries. As Anuragji has said, people come from those areas to Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai and other cities. You
set up industries there. In the areas near Himalayas, if you grow trees, it takes only five years to grow and you can use them. If you grow trees in
Delhi, it will take 20 years to grow. Therefore, we should identify industries and projects in such a way that we could establish them in those areas.
We should relax certain rules also. For example, if you define forest areas in Rajasthan or Gujarat, you need only 20 trees an acre but in north-east,
we need 100 trees an acre. So, we should define those areas and relax the rules. We should empower and encourage people of those areas so that
they can prosper.

With this, I really support the idea and I think we should congratulate Dr. Rameshji who has given an excellent idea. I wish him all the best and I
wish that this Resolution should be passed.
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SHRI KONDA VISHWESHWAR REDDY (CHEVELLA): Si, thank you for this opportunity. India is a very diverse country. The needs of one region
cannot be fully understood by the people of another region. But more importantly, the potential of one region may not be understood by the people of
another region. Even if they do understand in the larger interests of the nation, the potential of the hill States may not be recognized. Therefore,
definitely there should be a special emphasis and maybe as the Member who brought this Resolution, I think, there is a need for a separate Ministry
for the Himalayan States, the hill States.

The potentials are definitely not recognized. The entire national receipts by the Ministry of Forests are only Rs.254 crore. But if the potential of
the forests is recognized just from these hill States, it can be actually Rs.2,000 crore. The potential for tourism is not fully recognized — both the
receipts of both the States and the Centre are marginal. About skiing, billions of dollars are earned by the smallest European countries but all of us
know Himalayan range has a huge potential. What is the revenue? Almost negligible; it is only capital expenditure but hardly any revenue.

We have numerous sports like river rafting, kayaking, trout fishing, the famous Maheshi fishing but almost no revenues to the States and of
course, to the Central Government. We have recently discovered the potential for uranium and thorium mining in Leh. There is not even a detailed
study conducted, although it was discovered, though the potential is huge. But more importantly, which is more important to the nation and to the
world is that the hill States can potentially become renewable energy Capitals of India. The solar energy, the solar irradiation in some of the
Himalayan States is more than twice of even Rajasthan but the solar energy is not fully utilized. I think, this Government is going to do it. But the
problem with the solar energy is, it needs to be utilized, transmitted and distributed. But there are no industries. So, transmitting all the way from
Leh to the rest of the country where industries are, is going to be phenomenally expensive. So, why not the industries also be set up in these hilly
States where we have renewable energy resources? But it is not just solar energy; we also have green energies like wind energy and hydro electric
energy which our country require.

Lastly I will come to transportation. I am actually from the Central India, and we do not have very big mountains where I come from but I
have the opportunity to visit almost all the hill States. I discovered some phenomenal vegetables, fruits and berries and I remember one such
vegetable is /engdifrom Uttarakhand which is phenomenally delicious. If anyone goes to Uttarakhand, I will request him to get that particular
vegetable. In Delhi, you can get the German asparagus and you can get the European green asparagus which tastes similar to /engdi, but I cannot
get fengdi of our own hill States.

So, I think transportation is critical and this has to be a focus. As I mentioned, this cannot be the focus of the Ministry of Transport or the Ministry of
Environment and Forests. A separate Ministry is definitely required. With these words, I support the Resolution.

Thank you for the opportunity.
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HON. CHAIRPERSON : Ahluwalia ji, just wait for a minute.

Hon. Members, the extended time for discussion on this Resolution is over. As there is one more speaker to take part in the discussion on the
Resolution, the House has to extend time for further discussion on the Resolution.

If the House agrees, the time for discussion may be extended by half-an-hour.
SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Okay; thank you.
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HON. CHAIRPERSON : Please conclude.
Now, the hon. Minister is to reply.

oft arferott o <t : df Waer seron weon argar g 5 g3 aeon B usd PR B FeyerRn diar, ot ot gien 20 3t gandt 2eftwror 3 ar axcft &) 33 qpad A gy Arg
frgpr Sit a1z 51y A af¥es ueproste &) Iogier arer 3 &t 2y dicprerll oY 2eftwlor Rvem s @R B o dicrerr A Aw? e Iwr B I Arerl O 2efiwlr fRar, Afisor
¢ ofl Ganl el B Sor garet B e 3P ol AR L. ()

HANG, 3P VD H[Ier B ... (emeiet )
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: The Minister is standing.
...(Interruptions)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Nothing will go on record.
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: The hon. Minister is standing. Please conclude. Have you concluded your speech? The Minister will speak now.
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policies and programmes. a3 &t afiz zicu ) arct 3 Ry soft 21 & sng2vfler e aicft St o swer aste smor, 2014-2015 3 100 @dis wwd v yraerer Barerr sedls
drgrater ez &bt zenuon W fere Rpen 3) It is for setting up of a National Centre for Himalayan Studies. amu @& aropeer eon 21axd & b 2w B Aen 3 amor B Al
@: Auie A ot gore aren 3, 329t g wnrer xS & s 8, o Yoo Rooeft & st & awwr & sl A, 3T sg@er sa aa A aeren 2 R all the 11
Himalayan States, which include Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Sikkim, Tripura and Jharkhand, have been accorded special category status by the National Development Council mainly for four reasons — hilly and
difficult terrain, low population density, strategic location and non-viable nature of finances. 2 st Mo deardt e &, & 3 el A aron araean
&)...(urer)

HON. CHAIRPERSON : We extend the time of the House up to 6 o'clock.
DR. JITENDRA SINGH: Sir, I will finish in another two to three minutes.

This is an important aspect which is to be brought to the notice of the hon. Members that these 11 Himalayan States, which have been accorded
special category status, get a number of benefits from the Central Plan Assistance which is more as compared to the general category states. i
gt ot 281 en 10 yftrer &, as g2t @it & @ sa1 g yferert oot agrent &, 20 @ 30 yferer waan &, diftvor g2y arsedl &t qeron 3 A user I aiftrs & That in many of
the Centrally sponsored schemes, the requirement of State's share for these States is at much lower level compared to the other States. st Jigeft
Fuiord ¥ blea el 8, Rrordi Ao s &t sl 3 oft o ddle)nt w0 3, a6 gor s A ma 3Rfdia 2w 3 Sloll s A Pog, G sk A @6 gena sar 3 [ snfio
7l u2 so1 15wl 6 Ricroll arI 8 2185, &1 ome) s# 51 art 3 #fl e 260 & i s2 @a o1 gy eemar 2xa & that all the Himalayan States have blocks with
international borders. et 2ftor sz & A Mo Stan sscaifern Sft ws 2 &, de-crera 3 3N S BV YS! awm, odl diel i odf ultsaer 3 cordl E sl
Hftarr ¥ @iy 3801 arcr cisit & aeft e 3 325 e Border Area Development Plan, BADP usct 3t € seor of zenfia fRpen gam & for the balanced
development of the border areas and to look after the specific problems of the border area people. avia yreerar &, 531 ¥ ygor 3t dids of¥en & il &
o Dt sftst 2, St &9 s @il A Aemal @t Joft usdt ) o1 fore REfaRom & senfé-senfe; Therefore, keeping in view the special characteristics of the
North Eastern States and majority of the Himalayan States, there is a provision of earmarking of funds of 10 per cent of the several Central
Ministries, which already exists. Briwr seciza apft aaf 3 sft amem,

Therefore, to conclude, s ziweu & yfer a3 Gorefier a3 A Al Agea of smeds @ am = s aa @ off & ema 3 oo ¥ gt 3, which are
constantly susceptible to national disasters, which require increased cost and technical requirements for retrieval. saifere sor 2ra ardl @ temer 3t 2uRT 5w
fr R usdr A & yferag & Bemcrmer Siq & o b fere and the Himalayan States are on the highest priority of the Government. The Government is
committed to the sustainable development of the Himalayan States. At the same time, I must state before the hon. Members that for the time being
the Government has no proposal for creation of a new Ministry to exclusively deal with matters relating to the development of the Himalayan States,
and doing so may not be viable for the time being. & g 3 saom & ween agsn b a1, 331 TRU 3 ariG apft a8 3R odl @ s FiqrerE 6 Femuen won
gatfers fibetaret IR B Ut A8 g Ranrdter ordf 3, art: 3w aedll B aSererz & amorsfter ezer A origer wFen 5 ag el e @t AT ol @1 A et Tt
a3 [ will request the hon. Member to kindly withdraw the Resolution.

3i. dver Uty freiw (afgr): gfiwe, cemer 17 oz o 521 wcu u2 3ol Rar «ror e & wgorn oY aga arearn e, Afdvor anuot 2mrr &I arezrr afiz 2o a2
ol 2xdt & safere g 3t agen ¥ Sreard @ ol WSt urRn [ S g1 G &2 aidl 9 ag arearn &) o ft sl of s adaf 9 féeen férm, arg et oft gear & &, v
awﬁlaﬁampﬁﬁnﬁ,mﬁtﬁﬁ,aﬁmﬁgmmﬂm&aﬁa@ﬁﬁrﬁﬁmmﬁwmﬁmmE,Qﬁwmg,mﬁaamﬂ,aﬁﬂﬂﬂm
32 arxisdr &, JAepler &, @ ISl i dls as war & b afe s31 391 ol JRfdr 3w & at e @1 a1 8 aga st & 32 3Ry fére Jiger @i sioe glen iy

& wrsran g o arg st oft ardt & rgewr &1, ang Redt oft g 3 &, RBorermer Bower & @ & &, afdver s s & arce=i o oft sar ara o gt ganforaar B e war &
o5 &3 @re1 3 ag sicrera woton anfeéw) rerefter sicft Sft of aft so1 @ @ Fdtwrn & @5, @i, bt srEea & safere St g1 adten & Ry wfe oakor ws sefloor fven & at Bifte u
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HON. CHAIRPERSON : Is it the pleasure of the House that the Resolution moved by Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal 'Nishank' be withdrawn?

The Resolution was, by leave, withdrawn.



