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HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I request the hon. Members to be very brief. There are many Members who want to speak on this issue. It was supposed
to be completed yesterday night itself but keeping in view many members want to speak, we have taken up this discussion today also. So, I would
request all the Members to be very brief in their speeches. After this, the hon. Minister has to reply and then, we have to take up other business
also. So, highlight only the important issues in one's speech and be brief.

ADV. JOICE GEORGE (IDUKKI): Sir, when we are discussing about the agrarian distress in India, we cannot ignore the agonies and pathetic
economic conditions of the victims of the WTO regime and Indo-ASEAN free trade agreement. In Kerala, the plantation capital of India, millions of
growers and workers are in distress due to the spiraling down of prices of cash crops. Two-third of Kerala's cultivated area is dedicated to eight cash
crops — natural rubber, cardamom, pepper, arecanut, coconut, tea and coffee and cashew nut.

Sir, growers of cash crops are more vulnerable to the vagaries of the market than any other sector. Given the strategic importance of cash crops, the
Government of India brought all these cash crops under the Ministry of Commerce and Commodity Boards were established under different
enactments — Rubber Act, Coffee Act, Tea Act etc.

Forty-six percent of the country's plantation produced are being contributed by Kerala. As far as the Rubber is concerned, 83 per cent of natural
rubber is being produced in Kerala. After economic reforms and trade relaxation in 1991, the Government has relaxed restrictions on import of
agriculture produces especially cash crops like natural rubber and cardamom. Anybody can import rubber to India by paying 20 per cent or Rs. 30
whichever is lower as import duty. Rubber can also be imported under free export with a commitment to re-export the value added goods within 18
to 24 months. I am very grateful to this Government that the time period has been reduced to six month and I appreciate that also.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, during the period April, 2011, we were getting rubber at Rs. 240 per kilogram and now we are getting at Rs. 113 per
kilogram. The cost of production of one kilogram of dry rubber is now Rs. 150 to 160 per kilogram.

There are WTO agreements as well as the Indo-ASEAN Free Trade Agreements wherein India has offered tariff concession on import of a number of
agricultural commodities including rubber. The most alarming, rather unfortunate fact is that natural rubber is classified as an industrial product and
not as an agricultural commodity. Bound rate of the imported tariff of natural rubber in dry form is fixed as 25 per cent or Rs.30, whichever is less,
whereas the rate of latex is 75 per cent or Rs.49, whichever is less.

Taking advantage of the relaxed restrictions, the import of the natural rubber has witnessed manifold increase. During 2008-09, only 77,762 metric
tonnes of rubber was imported to India whereas during 2014-15, they have imported 360,273 metric tonnes of rubber. Last year we consumed only
763,800 metric tonnes of rubber but the manufacturers had imported more than 125,000 metric tonnes of rubber in excess of their actual
requirement and they are keeping it as a buffer for keeping the price of the natural rubber at a low rate.

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please conclude.
ADV. JOICE GEORGE: Sir, I am in the process of concluding.

In these circumstances, there are re-negotiation clauses provided under the WTO and ASEAN agreements. Now, it is for the Government to
invoke the re-negotiation clauses in the ASEAN GAR as well as WTO regime for the purpose of re-classifying the rubber and include rubber under the
agricultural commodity.

As far as cardamom is concerned, there are a lot of problems in the cardamom sector also. Earlier, we were getting Rs.1,600 per kg for
cardamom but now we are getting only Rs.450 per kg. Here also there is indiscriminate import of cardamom. Sir, you are also interested in
cardamom because a lot of Tamil people are there in my constituency.

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am not interested in anything. Please conclude.



ADV. JOICE GEORGE: Sir, I have only this point because there is nobody to represent the grievance of these cash crop growers. That is why, I am
presenting their problems.

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Many Members have already spoken on rubber. Please wind up.
ADV. JOICE GEORGE: I will take only one more minute.

Sir, because of indiscriminate import of cardamom from Guatemala and mixing it with our original cardamom and selling it as Indian cardamom
domestically and internationally, we have lost our traditional markets in Saudi Arabia and in other countries. This is the case with tea also. In my
constituency, there are 45,000 families of tea plant workers and 8500 families of small growers are there. They are all depending on tea but their life
is also in distress because of the difficulties in the tea sector. The cardamom sector is also facing the very same problem. In these circumstances, I
urge upon the Government to have a considered view in this matter and invoke the re-negotiation clause in the WTO and ASEAN agreement.

Sir, I am concluding. Agriculture is always subjected to vagaries of nature, market and several other factors. Thus, social protection programmes,
crop insurance, price stabilization and ensuring a minimum of 50 per cent profits over the cost of production as recommended by the Swaminathan
Commission and as stated in the BIP's election manifesto are the need of the hour to mitigate the agrarian crisis in the country and they have to be
introduced. I urge upon the Government to take immediate decisions to protect the agrarian people and also include natural rubber as part of 'Make
in India' programme. Thank you, Sir.
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*SHRI P.K. BIJU (ALATHUR) : We all know that India lives in village and agriculture is the backbone of our economy. Around 70% rural
households dependent on farming as main income source. It is no wonder that "Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan" became a catchy slogan and since 3rd five year
plan we laid considerable stress on the agricultural sector. Subseguently, we embarked upon a spate of programme aiming the overall development
of the country with agriculture as a main focus. Despite all these efforts and rhetoric, it is a fact that we are still lagging behind in the agriculture
sector and the actual tillers of the soil are living in eternal penury. Agriculture is a sector which has been given primacy in every budget speech in the
independent India but it is not reflected in the sector when you analyse the state of affairs in the ground level. There has been an upward trend in
cases of farmer suicides in Maharashtra, Telangana, Karnataka and Punjab and recently, besides reporting of instances in Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu and even the so called developed state Kerala.

According to the IB, "the main reason of farmers' suicides can be attributed to both natural and manmade factors". While natural factors like uneven
rains, hailstorm, drought and floods adversely affect crop yield, the manmade factors, i.e. pricing policies and inadequate marketing facilities result in
post yield losses. The all India report titled 'Spate of Cases of Suicide by Farmers' emphasizes how government relief packages are of limited use as
they do not address the plight of farmers who borrow from private moneylenders. Again, it is pointed out that the threat of attachment and fall in the
price as the immediate causes of the mishap. Falling prices; crop failure and mounting debts have been identified as reasons behind these incidents.
The victims had borrowed from banks, cooperatives and money lenders for their farming operations. But the price crash and crop failure shattered
their dreams and they ended their miseries. The policies of the Centre including rise in fertilizer price and subsidy cut have further pushed the
farmers into distress. Various programmes of the government did not benefit the farmers.

The newly initiated slew of measures, including support price for agricultural products, one year moratorium on loans and interest concessions are
just an eye wash. The moratorium on repayment of loans will not help farmers unless steps are taken to ensure higher price for their products. The
interest concession will also not bring relief to many as only few farmers had availed loans from the government institutions . Agriculture land
declined to 181.98 mn ha in 2011-2012 from 182.44 mn ha in 2007-08. 85% of all landholdings in country belong to small & marginal farmers. The
farmers, who are the backbone of our economy are rendered speechless on the kind of treatment they received from the present government. In the
department of agriculture allocations have been reduced from Rs.19,852 in previous year to Rs.1,7004. The amount Rs.5000 crore allocated for



micro-irrigation projects is a paltry sum. Allocation of Rs.8.5 lakh crore as agriculture loan is another promise. But there is no blue print for finding
out the resources. It is also worth noting that majority of the agriculture loan in India are spent on agricultural purpose and even if it is materialized,
it will not be reflected in the agricultural sector. It is a fact that around 94% of the existing farm credit corpus goes directly to agro-based industries
and not to the farmers. The problem is that the definition of farm credit has expanded over time and now includes retail chains and storage houses
that eat into the subsidy. So, the promise of Rs.8.5 lakh crore is nothing but eyewash to boost the business. Announcement of the United National
Agriculture Market by replacing Agriculture Marketing Price Committees (APMCs) will not solve the problem of lower price for agriculture produce.
There was hardly any relief for a foreseen problem that farmers and consumers might face in the recent future in the form of failure of monsoon or
natural calamities. It so appears that the Minister did little more than cosmetics and tokenism. If India's overall GDP as mentioned in economic
survey 2014-15 is growing at 7.5% and if agriculture growth rate is limping at 1.1% in FY 2015 should it not be a cause for worry?

Census 2011 data reveal a shrinking farmer population in country, 42% farmers want to quit agriculture if given an alternative : Report of NCRB
reveals that 270,940 Indian farmers have taken their lives since 1995. Farmers' suicide due to agrarian reasons increased by 26%. The NSSO date is
a shocking eye opener. It states that out of 89.35 million farmer households 43.42 million (48.6%) indebted. Reasons are many including the policy
of cutting in budgetary allotment from irrigation, subsidies for fertilizer to inadequate credit facilities.

Kerala is not exception from the national scenario. For example, my constituency, Alathur, where majority are subsisting upon rice cultivation are in
either debt trap or leaving paddy cultivation. I request the Ministry of Agriculture to take appropriate step to materlize the right bank canal extension
(RBC) project in Chittoor taluk, Palakkad district of Kerala. Minimum support price for rice is the need of the hour. Parallel to these, provisions should
be made to easy loans through cooperative credit societies.

I urge the Government that beyond the rhetorical level the government has to take realistic steps to the development of agriculture in our country.
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*SHRI R.K. BHARATHI MOHAN (MAYILADUTHURATI) : More than 60% of the people in Tamil Nadu are engaged in agriculture and its allied
activities for their livelihood.

Farmers are facing problems like deterioration of soil health, water shortage, price hike of fertilizers and other raw materials. This resulted in poor
income and thereby farmers find it hard to run the day to day life. To alleviate the suffering of the farmers the Tamil Nadu government is
implementing the following programme on the advice of hon. People' Chief Minister Puratchi Thalavi Amma.

1. Free distribution of raw materials and HDFC pipes, distribution of power tillers, tractors, planting machines on subsidy. Further, distribution of
planting machines to farmers self help groups on 100% subsidy.

2. Encouraging drip irrigation.

3. Distribution of seeds on subsidy.

4. Free soil Testing and recommending ways for soil health improvement.

5. Development of horticulture through farm gardens.

6. Free electricity for agricultural pump sets.

7. Marketing of Agriculture produce through agriculture market commodities and procurement of paddy through direct purchase centers.
8. Distribution of interest free loan through cooperative societies to farmers for a specified period.

9. Marketing and selling of vegetables produced in the farms through amma thittam.

10. Free distribution of mulch animals and goats to poor farmers.

11. Raising of target for agricultural produce and achieving it.

I request the Central Government to extend Financial Assistance to the Tamil Nadu Government for implementing the above schemes.

oft ygers Big wear (cals) : surerst wdlewr, #f e Sft @ towaG Gon fp Jogior el A fere st aaf @t ger 3 w2 amy) & anuet oft amndt g amy oft ari,
adtdl bI fdemai b fére ameict & ag oft gt wa &)

ardicer, 3 amud yrefenr aen Rp ora oft 21ge1 & aftere fvamer @t e anan 8, 79 cerm & 5 591 w2 wgelt aser gl anfde) A2 amuds aneeer A yzara & o amadler pft
ofifer it 81, sor 21ger 3 521 w2 aaf Seft anfge, w=ifs us Sor as1 &) Sor &t sifelfer afie e &t o Beafern &, 321 amur w el 22 w2 ot ofifer aowRl, ag it oft
wep-Giht ordl &) aravelt) afdrereng 3 it dan &, ag wexr ySor 3 ardl @ e SN IREvs A Aen &, ag we yJer A ordf & Jwan F owlar B wor A A §, Sal ofvRr
HBIg bl e Iusn fd &)



Jureerer AEIGH, AL clior an weolt &) Sit oft ofifere aeft &, ot i Eoml FNfirn formrer Arwar g Afdser, 791 B Fad st aweli &, Brwps fore do wafeel i of an
amufer oft S 8, ag w1s 2 o Hor sden Ag war 2 b snu B Ew wr st dlior Y eia Fa F) S ase Wt Rograrar B yeraer Wt 3 A 3, vt wd ordt s
aftpot, st aa el oft Frmm at SR aere Wt w o s Ao 9 aal B, o 33 ot usarer <t o o & waft 3w o e g @ St A, Rrerbl wa A wa s
Gor d Tal 9= &%) Pw sy ORI 6 33 uF Aed ot S &) arg i o o 3w gy & Amd &) 531 Aael A et daw ol off s arT w2 Brorfere wal ol g o arxa 3
lol-A Ao 3 S 3iofgel & Al Whol-3 Aovr 3 s Yfergpe &) dier an w18 st & b ool o Wt oot wdlor o gt giorn of 3331 sl arer dia fére) g0 At
Afeas sliz Al Fliure w2 fRoamer © gy a9 ao i 2 iz sl gy J9R 53 391 & Kol ol ool [ 8, a6 31 521 Agel A W3 8lo? 3R ) smud
yrelfoll a2ds Yeoll d1aell § b &9t sol dlar disil u eemer aell ordl & &7

walG, s G b effae arfer apcaicar 6t ughr oidf &) sitem, uren, afergfte, segite scenfé & Rpedl oft amerer 3 fselt oft warer @Y, a1 ag aemEel & 2, ard s waet
&1, ot ot somrard @1 @i daren Sor & a2 w2 aidf &) ¥ ora ad 1989 9 usclt ar 531 FAcer 3 amen en A ol sEER! U2 Yt cEmRN A A5 yET aRN e b ws 'semar’
916G TR BT 37 06 8l Ahell & [ Fereiler smunill 3 a8 o i 8 st siferget 5 ajcaiaor @t amIR aen Zen? AR 3 usel yfer wabs St 3ust eft, amer 3ads 80 apn 3
SeNGT 4G RN, Afdpor s1fergfel ot w1 g Gerron ordl acen &) @il sifcrglel A PicEl? @ v o &) g R disn Asen A i &) o oft St off dlen @dswn e,
I3 st steet St @ oicea 3 versie & Fewre &fl, 321 2 i e it i aisrer el off, 33! ge1d P R U = e aRn o ARk @ $ord @oliel O ard &l okl
eft, ciftvoer aa yeiler 31 o1 3 et aidl 81 uren areea ¢, aien Roelt i @ Sxre oS @ of Brar 3) @ ar s IR0 P FeA &SI & ali I Jlid ad SIle 3 B
fpIret @1 A Xl $331 FOA &1 Sl & 312 3N T ad Sl &) a6 $IRD 18 3 &2l umen? dgiter 3abl sord &, ociim 32ebl s 3| 4 Gaen o &) g4 [dpod
a0 2, gardt 1w Ay Rooa Scft &) arer ydor &t ez 50 Giardt G cft 3, shwmn & wxwr G 3dt 2, aftver ast B fvamer o v ot wid ordt Brereft, aeiifts
3ept ait datrent &, ot snen2 &, ag & st ) dfierdt @ gz ameft 2 R 31 g9 wat 3 &7 g6 Sl seiret 3usn frn saror Sifdas Jesft 3us oft, Aftver 3D are sl 3A
fRrazer asaor SEdY A Bt dlorer &t eftor apft frersht aifde, 331 fvarer @ 33t vos-Frar Ghore freredt &) ol andbfar wr RBrear ordf &) A effer art &) sy urr ol ofy
aftfer ordl & s Rsar ugfer A amaserer @03, Rsarast 3uder w53 B Fa-fdas 3 fsanet 453 A7 gnn adta dlar 3 R s R 3 we 5ms? 3pR greplras ander 3 a[asarer &
SITGSH oY 32 Fpcriaver 1 ket anat aas 1 Sor A ol 27 M2 gar areedt spraenr arert sfonat o1 @2 & o gar 3N AP g uz Aadr B e smu? sadt Gt wlor e
o, gl 1f aner ol 3) it wat s Brde? 21 angel At 2 Ry gar siger d dows sa fvar aa w2 aaf w2 2 F?

3urezrsr Aate, A adt Rowpen P e ot area § 5 A ant g de Berdt 3§ adf & aaxdt &) aga o el aal wwft mde R amea & oft ofifer Beft 87 & B B
A aien g, fBgeron 3 21 Seret weT wi FeurGel StaetyR BieY 3 derr 3 aai o st g ardl &) Rvamel o Der fare u2 Ay 33 aidh wor feren &) ae? wsi A dad S
&) amat aft arc gandt sporrt Y el 3 ol &) s wwft Roaft wnwre i B ol &) Roamer wel uz ome? s Bogramel B wad a¥ Icuge 3, Aol Sraerg? el 3 aiez oA
feran Brdom avaft amu sffasst sorase 3w, @ S &, aeiifs as warer &t et & ordl &) afdrerong 1 d we Jwn §, IS @ we AWl &) d s wddl § e, aa do
w1 s azerz 3 ad weslt a1 &, ar st et 8, a6 Sifdw 2, afdver gz B Kool o a2 3 it sie dior wuu el 8, 3aa) vw wwen oft ol Breren, Bradt 9 wuw
larer @ aroir 3 Gretolt anfde, 331 v wuen off Hlarar ot Brereht 3) @18 woar 3@ 3 531 w2 aaf @la wwen?

& aorent & 5 foremr 193 & asa ag aal e 3 and 8, Afdver 4 senerorwre odl & wdl & & anud greforr w¥on, 3mu ameror uz A gu &, smu 3ureagt &, AU vw @2
FPIEY 2] 31 was [er ameflar ol ofify uz aal ¥ e 2Raw) & 2wk & @5 215 anwbl (2w A yem ame a) 9rlG A8 Aol Rpdiel A5 R1e o a2 ulesl) Qge-agi1 oG
et e [ sAfem ega A uowrrG W §)

oft gwier dieren (Farz) @ #&lcw, anuel 31 anet s aaf uz dierst @i Jilwr far, sb e 7 anuw) dewdae don &) anel Agl foaer B ar @ 3§ dl #81 eprn § @ A
a3 3 do1 gu &7 AeT As Aol & 5§ o1 B 366 PR WIS A SArer WIeEl E Al ag EART el ) 36t PR X ol daitarw arfder e by Jpyar sl adt Jredy
SereT A1 & oY a6 fvaner @ sven &) anft 3 vos s ue va1 en al 33l R £ @5 70 uedic vamer 1l @sen aisd &) 36 & Jor 70 wdic elsil &l ant @3 o d
mﬁmaﬁg,a’eﬁIEmmahIanﬁﬁmmﬁ,Mﬁﬂmmmﬁm?ﬁmm&m&-mﬁmﬁmﬁﬁﬂﬁmaﬁ:aﬂﬂfﬁ%-‘ﬁ
Rft 9t arvon Fer farzen R o1 @Rt ) Ror-yfifder wme & am aed on 23 &, Rowell #wEall Aeft on 3@ 3 san spR a3 sl s Rl 6 S w2 usan ol
gty fty giey 3 2dfder gans Rl 61 S w2 usar 3

aretofler aiclt Sft 21gor 3 3ufder &, 3 aerron argon b Mgl et Sia worgle-G) &1 W doft @l gy Jor B 352 AN USY IR SR AIAMS WIS e srn, Brd sige
dzeot aqult, sfvenun, arsrzenet, sare sh2 oS quwiel Hdfer ef¥en ait) y&or stz aNfon @1 en) ag Gan ySor AxwEl & urA uga RN, A9 sATE el &b ur ofdl uga urenm
foreel arer aif¥or & wraur sf¥mon ygor a1 ol e silenqfte & wror arfyor 31 @ g3 &, 31161 1M 3HDT H3AS oidl uge urn

et 2mrer uaet @1 v arren & @ fEensen, aa ;e & @ yger i off, Wog I eft) sy Roaell B uRt AIS B AW AW SER, FAard B RbATell B U ST Aw M@
Al =g @l fier &t ar 8, 3ot w2 1 Fuw, 2 Fuw, 5 Fuv e @1 P AR o e e @ effer de & A &) o A Reeer efter do d e, @1 1,080 Fue 33t zmar
Feraret W fere fepmar @t &0t 03, RrrY ag 1 Fuw @ aw Faxd 3 s1er ure) aen st R g el & are & b dadt &7

Jurearst AglGe, A Ao A Brdgel waan O s e ot siiemafte sfiz qwrel & wreul si¥un yeer I, sl o, ufeft 302 yaer I, e Yder I, ABIA, DI, ISR
@I agd TST A1 W TA B DRI dal ;T &) IPR 512 AR o2 2 geft fis fRvareil o Aamsn & smy s s B bl I o1 ag ameft daif @ @ gger
MR @ Fer-rder & @ 3 et sdl St 31 andler @vEen i et s fRern a1 @1 W @ 7 Brrbt warer 25 wdie mwie g€ &, 331 200 @ 500 v &, 3
Gl A5 ARIeTol A5 dad @l A asat 7 A 8 s Fuw afie Hrereht 75 3 80 yferera werer aafe g¢ 3, 33 @ A war 25 &olz Fuw ARG Iog, ATDI et A foruf¥a a2

USal DR DY SISl BT TR DY)

S1d &1 algtelel [3emees wus &l aaf wad & Al dwitew afer & 3G 3ADT aga sl APGel 261 &) 9 ol sicl Prwren d uar aell [p IReR GrRI ar A b 36
vol. 313, ew. & dad si¥emun 3 vw suen oft ol [ oren &) 9 snuast acren agen [ ad 2004 3 sf¥emn & sige ot 3 Fafia 161 csil o sncascn B 3 fwa 10
el 3t 3orh 2iaen Gt & orft &, ast 374 el ot ancargeen @Y &) 3ot fpeTer anaGeR Azl wad &, A sncAGen sAfee WA & b e A Fory Hur fer-gfereor wark
3IcK &, Jorcht swffel @Y b weel oI Wil wad §)

a2t =it amelE wwen fos smorotler it oft, soretter genorerd} Sft 2 ardter @53, amsr aws gy Ao B vl B Huz Kot wot &, amudt @R fpamer f&ddt 2, amudbt
iz 50 yferere diorar ot 5t ara wadt eft, vos weer A vos ar Y sferert 2R @ gy ww-uw Riszmor @1 wall @w weael @ o @2, St sy R adl oft wed &
fp otz dar 6t oft.hdt. w1 70 gferera f&een user At 31 s e, aist ag 14 gfttert s &) ama v a1z gan fpamell B Sz 3 wel gor w2 3fiae, Slarr sary fAemer 70
yferere oY ordl, #er 32uept 40 yferert s ugan w2 Jer 6t oft St 3 2@ as1 Merarer ganRn PRy S asyem, .. (raeior)

Jurezer FAEtGe, 3 vas anfadt IYsma o are § b AwR wadl 2 fv "dlor gurer 3uremrr syEftor SRfT s B dea freil @ wriet ugden et ag I Huz A offx
AW UGl 3| 3D g2 AR gl o orn & 75 "dler gener surern sqeftor seifer sen” O daa siai 100 el 6 Rearrer 2, aai w swr Rl woldgel o @i @i



@myell ffparer 100 &1 arere # WAdl # ol 380 2, 4 2 & aere 3 &0 &) anu Ararefter uras fEferees oft 3 am @2 "dar cerar Jurterrer syeior SAfer @isen” & e A &2
A 3, W sl v 3nedt & &, IAD a2 ad [erell ugarer o om BE), qa sHl2 Kbamel Aple! @ smudbl AR & @it &g A diia ae o op e &

&A1 ferdarat sifws fyaet &6t ara @ &) 7 amefg @vwen &5 amuds gd yarerid} off srcer fierdt arenrl Sft @1 @ e ey 3P aer AT RS s et ¥ fém ajee Sot @1
oA @it df 10 He arg sy foame o 33 wren ficen)

3 glanT 3l AefE el 65 amu qerewid oft s frmed} off 3 B amE ©3F /@5 anudt WER Ford afee o it Rmi & o &) et 21 dicol & fero oo
IR &, diftbol dietol @1 il &= &, $Ib fere 3 anue! toerare &t &)

oft forcermotos 2wt (3RIRY2): Fioroller JureRtst #ElG, #3Y §3 Acal 3 ol Suwol w1 frel & Jordt 3 et arcedt art <46 & B arg ag ver 3 S g1 =n fuer 3 3 8, ool &
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13.00 hrs

fparer 51 At O rer diey 8, Rerol srarrer 2shasz ag aefl At Bt ondl rar aszen &) 3R 3ad warer Al o1 ot 3aht 331 and i swafe oft fdre St & actarer 9 alen usi,
afer gfte g%, Rl @ sfasarel g3, af Siel aardl Reefl agoll &t enfeer crar g§ 2l [ Sra Her 3 ool g8 wara wesfl, sy az 83 M Y gar swefl A B ot ager
3i9tTall A Jmer a3 3D vep Jaret Ioelr & 7y anfae sorb e wla Beder 3 amendl 3 apfl o sl s Roelt B ay 3 ad ol 28, afver sa 3o & 70 gferera
ot 5t Wefl 2 forala & an Rt asaey &, Joreht srz=nal a1 anfl aos Jenarel odl gany F Jersen g 5 am aos Bied Rsamell ¥ aiy 4 ant assor @t a2 [Bren, 3oy aeant
s fong <Arsrens @ettol =0 a@ste # Yol as¥ol a1 a3 Bren, A eler Budar 89 am 39l & aeiifds vas aredl a1 woft &) vardle &t s1ves1e g1 arorefler yener aicf} A5
arerea 31, Rrer sicf} afte @i sieft 4 2rsremall B argpu 521 o1 w1 Rsarer Forerer Ao 53 off &1 To Joma Jon asd J)

3elo1 31 ot der den &, B 3 3rurgor ¥ o e Pradf¥a &1 &, 3 Fenemly S 8, ARpol Rsmer smofl @t 3ust a1 aear Fralf¥a ol @52 urny PR 48 AR
fpareil @ & e sme oY o s & [ 3w oft weamn @ 2oar 3 anet 3PR fziner 61 3ust @i &) amell 3 deart w2 e sme ol 33 oft Rraner @1 wewmun &1 A §)
&Il OO WA W IGIG01 Soll A Toie 8, 3iow Afdsrn 81 @1 wet 8i, 308 &) awil 3 aic & sme) dlas 3, @ Y Sorizen aren 125 wds dpil o 39 &) Al B e
arfla &, w1ga) zmer ugrel xrdfleass el Sflder-anuer @ dtas A ordl aen Fasy xmer ugrel B U H Gl Juilen fser S e 81, 33wt S wavad! Biallya &, ag 8 &, Al
fRp2rmeil @1 ag 3euig it Bl oo ugan 8, oft waer B anur uz 5t AwREf gordt 3, 33 A o1 P 3rue 1 3elsr B aees A arewn B @) spr mfdbe F 10
HUu el aneg @ afie frer 200 w0 Roed 2 o) R gerrdt areft assufordl @ aneg, 50, 60, 80 Bud fasell el 3 xrdlear &t wsrgdt @ yraurer &) 3P A1 VAT Yraeol
e ot 3 Jrsren & Ry Rl @ e da,

aier 9, & aefE wan arddl s B s Rerell 6 water ¥ 3 At 3 i 31 e O e wdican &, oY ag el ves o1 $91 @) s el & a2 2 st ordl
a1, e 3t wdlgor 6t arsrgdt dieft &, 10 st el daen & afie 20 st Rt sadlgar & o war 3 war 25 yftrorT 31 st ot A gu aekT ajer u2 fvarer aeima & safi
it wdlG A1) aPR AR YA yraurel ¥l & o 7 s § 5 Rl o aga e Brcten) i ue oft ason arean g 5 ot # amerT gea & amenz uz weelor apea Graifa
8| UGRIAIG |

oft e gze R (Sec) @ urel Helae, A MUt aga AR § R snuol St dictel @t #itot ) g e Bl P g DY anT Aroflar Ag=i o 301 A R
11 8iey A 31 &, as afdlorer sl Faifer wwlel A 9R1 gaw 3 3 iy d Py Bt Prerolt Sacrdie Aoft wifde, 3ol ol 8 3) safew RMech ar ol Jun v Afeer i
ufyarz 3 vadiidec o &) ol gu &, ag o 3wl ordl Surn & Rt asrs 3 gor vaxfefies 3 acn srn, aiG 3 sorl 2 o dpll & Al oft 58 3l o Bier &) aw srwE
& wntz O fere saa @ifter &t cazen odl & wasdl? asi o1 sEver Breea ft aga ¥ 3) Al @ srm o1 gla wwn dl S /b asl o 381 Gles 2z ust gan 3,
samt sf¥oror b1 crewen ordl &, sact after wr @ Brecer ol 8 it citer gy 22¢1 3 firer 23 & Afdvor w3 Wil oot a1 3 Jov aiforcer Gz @1 &) TWRIw2
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SHRI MD. BADARUDDOZA KHAN (MURSHIDABAD): Hon. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, I would like to say something about jute, mango and litchi, which
grow in our country, in my State and also in my district. I am from Murshidabad district which is fully dependent on agriculture; there is no industry in



my district except the beedl industry. Most of the farmers are dependent on farming jute and paddy; and in horticulture sector, they produce huge
quantities of mango and litchi. In the last Session, I mentioned the problems of jute industry and jute growers. According to the report of the
Government jute provides direct employment to about 0.37 million workers and supports the livelihood of around 4 million farm families. This
industry also has an export earnings nearly to the tune of Rs. 1880 crore annually.

But I am sorry to say that eight jute mills have been closed and some others are sick on date. Jute growers are not getting Minimum Support Price
(MSP) even though the present MSP is not profitable. JCI has some 171 purchasing centres they do not come forward at the time of crisis. They
always purchase jute from a middieman who manages Jute Card by unfair means. What will be the result then of declaring MSP? Will declaring MSP
be effective? Besides that the Government of India is reducing the usage of jute bags in sugar, fertilizer etc. The agricultural products like potatoes
and onions are also not packaged in jute bags. What Bangladesh can do in respect of jute export, why can the Government of India not do that? It is
a matter of shame after 67 years of Independence. Now it needs 100 per cent mandatory packaging of food grains, sugar, potatoes and onions by
jute bags. Situation now demands quick modernisation of jute mills in West Bengal.

Sir, there is lack of warehouse and cold storages in our State. This year huge quantity of potatoes were produced in West Bengal but due to lack of
cold storages and market price, the farmers are facing serious crisis. They are not getting minimum price also. So, they are committing suicides. Till
date 104 farmers have committed suicide in the State of West Bengal itself The Government of West Bengal is not taking any positive steps to
prevent these farmers from committing suicides.

Sir, in my district we have mangoes, litchis and some other vegetables but there are no effective food processing centres to process these valuable
produce. It is because of these that the farmers are sometimes facing huge losses.

I would like to demand from the Central Government that they should take some fruitful steps to modernise jute industries; set up sufficient number
of cold storages; food processing units; and should also arrange for supplying seeds, fertilizers etc. in subsidised rate and also increase the Minimum
Support Price of agricultural products.

Thank you.
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Agrarian situation in the country — Contd.
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a1 oft ag uael &t g & o eft b as Sifdw e aotan ared &) &2 e # A A verst 3 Sifae Jdl &1, s aga uscl & e & orn e el Acl Sft @ St zgw &,
3T & FAPK B & Afbol a6 #ST 3Rl @2 o 3R M2 uar aerar fo aem 3 g7 Roaon @ w2 g 8 My learned from the BIP, an hon. Member from
Jorhat, painted a very dismal picture of Assam and the North-East. The traditional method of farming in Assam was paddy. He is right that at one
point of time, we would do only single cropping. But over the last decade, we have focussed on Mission Double Cropping. He would be happy to
know that because of Mission Double Cropping, this new Central Government has awarded the State Government of Assam for the highest
production in pulses. Pulses is not a traditional crop. uedist gar arier 3 Aa1 ardf @2 s asi SNSRI ot B Deft w2 &) Aol Roeft a4, dv. 22wR e alamer
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HON. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Gogoi, you address the Chair.
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I am happy to tell you that in the field of spices, we often compete with the State of Tamil Nadu. Various reports have now said that the level
of organic content found in the spices of Assam is greater than the content found in spices of Tamil Nadu. Therefore, if you focus on spices like
turmeric, black pepper, ginger, cardamom -- I am saying this not only for my State of Assam but also for the entire North-East — then we can
actually make Assam and the North-East a spices hub from where we can export to our neighbouring countries of Bhutan, Myanmar, Nepal and
Bangladesh. If we only focus on production, post-harvest infrastructure and increase the connectivity as well, this can be done. ser Rraer @ ps
aren &, oY ag ¢iRalé a1 wive &) S dstender aen @ ara A our economic growth has been hampered because transport costs have increased. Therefore, 1
urge upon the Government to focus on connectivity issues to lower the transport costs. spiz an e & gt wa @3 &, o Rarell @) aga amn don, Afdser
ot a1 oft ordl fsem) smuot Ui grear gt A, Af¥en & grsar agt 3, s gpaserer sl @t dem # Faein azar & off 2men asor Sft @1, o131 ySt ameftale oft Bren 3, &
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I would like to just make one last request to the Government. I come to the area of tea. Tea comes under the Ministry of Commerce.
Domestically, 50 per cent of tea in India is produced by Assam. Now, there is a revolution that has been taking place and 30 per cent of Assam'’s tea
is produced by the small tea growers. It is not that the companies like the TATAs, APPL produced it but the ordinary farmers have started taking to
tea. If we deliver the same extension support that we give to horticulture farmers, paddy farmers, it will benefit them. & aram g s % and St PN
& gie] A, SNt arr @t i) 3, A s &, A oft 521 wa B ;a1 3 W3t werin w39 If tea can be treated as an agricultural crop, then, 30 per cent of Assam's tea
grows who are now small tea growers, if we can give them the same extension support, subsidy support, post-harvest support,. I am telling you that
not only Assam but also the entire North-East will benefit out of this. 3 smes w¥en 5 arr @t & oftt a2s & &, 5231 wft ydiee s 1 am don il gy du
@l I B9
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*DR. K. GOPAL (NAGAPATTINAM ) : Farming in India had become a business of loss.

Farmers have gained nothing but the false promises of the rulers of the country.

Farmers are considered the backbone of the economy but the reality is that 70 million farmers are exploited by the middle man of the country.
The incidence of farmers committing suicide is endemic in our country.

On one hand, we are having at tremendous growth in the sectors like IT, etc. on the other hand we still have 50% of the population living below the
poverty line.

75% of our population is related to agriculture and allied activities yet the contribution of agriculture to our economy is only 21%.
We have attained an overall growth of 8% but our growth in agricultural sector is not even 4%.
Among the major reasons for the poor condition of our farmers, there is no sufficient financing, hence they loan money with high interests.

Indian farming is monsoon dependent, lack of sufficient rain is a major problem, to overcome this, farmers must be provided with alternative
irrigational facilities. Subsidies on the agricultural products must be increased. There must be minimum support price for agricultural products.
Government funding for the agricultural sector must be increased. Proper storage facilities for storing the produce must be provided to avoid
wastage. Improve over public distribution system. Farmers suicide has increased at an alarming rate.

Agriculture continues to be the most predominant sector of the state economy, as 70 percent of the population is engaged in agriculture and allied
activities for their livelihood.

Tamil Nadu has an area of 1.3 lakh sg.km. with a gross cropped area of around 63 L. Ha.

The government policy and objectives have been to ensure stablity in agricultural production and to increase production in sustainable manner to
meet the food requirement of growing population and also to meet the raw material needs of agro based industries, thereby providing employment
opportunities to the rural population.

Tamil Nadu has all along been one of the states with a creditable performance in agricultural production with the farmers relatively more responsive
and receptive to changing technologies and market forces.

The Agricultural Department has taken up the challenge to achieve higher growth rate in agriculture by implementing several development schemes



and also propagation of relevant technologies to step up the production. Intensive integrated farming system, massive wasteland development
programme, comprehensive watershed development activities, water management through micro irrigational systems, organic farming, soil health
improvement through bio fertilizers including green manure, adoption of integrated nutrient management and integrated pest management
technologies are given priority through various programmes, besides crop diversification to fetch better return and value addition to agricultural
produce are also given priority to improve the economic status of the farming community.

FINANCIAL ISSUES : To help farmers there are several government schemes through which poor farmers can help themselves through sanction
of loans. But due to unawareness or illiteracy they rely heavily of government funds whose credits partially reach the hands of farmers, as large
amount of money is being siphoned off in between by public servants.

Also inadequate and unrevised old financial scheme do not meet the needs of costs of cultivation in present time.

KCC's (Kissan Credit Card) main objective is to help farmers and it is very helpful to them. But most farmers are unaware of its benefits. This
scheme needs to be popularized.

High interest rates on agriculture term loan also do not offer much help.

Increased social expenditure and lack of access to consumption loans from the banking system leads to an increase of indebtedness to informal
sources.

OLD FARMING PRACTICES AND LACK OF INFRASTRUCTURE : Any innovation or development in agricultural filed does not reach the farmers.
There is no or little supply of quality seeds and pesticides to farmers by the state government.

Inadequate power supply hinders the use of conventional pumps.

No guidance for adoption of bio fertilizers organic farming etc.

There is huge price difference in retail price and farm gate price due to which margin money is very less in farming.

Lack of organised market support for horticulture and garden crops result in over dependence on private dealers who never fail to exploit the
situation.

Market stablization and intervention should be ensured by the government.
Unavailability of fertilizers testing facilities in districts.
Lack of proper roads and communication facilities.

Sharp decline in water table and unavailability of proper irrigation facilities by the government is forcing the farmers to go for pumping sets at heavy
costs.

Too much dependency on monsoon rain also affect the yield.

In Tamil Nadu despite the water disputes like the Cauvery dispute by Karnataka, Mullai Periyaru dispute by Kerala and Palaru dispute by Andhra, our
beloved leader Amma has managed the irrigation crises by drip irrigation, sprinklers, issuing free pipelines, free tractors, free seeds, sewing
machines, harvest machines, fertilizers and pesticides are in subsided rates and uninterrupted free 3 phase electric power supply for the farmers.
Our beloved Amma to uplift the agricultural labourers, widows, destitutes, and people below poverty lines, gave milch cows and four goats to each
family in order to safeguard the welfare of the people during the draught season. She also advised to desilt the ponds, tanks and river beds in order
to retain more quantities of water. She also established the rain harvest system effectively in Tamil Nadu.

INTER-LINKING OF PENINSULAR RIVERS : The Government of Tamil Nadu has been urging the Government of India to implement the inter-
linking of the rivers Mahanadi-Godavari-Krishna-Pennar-Palar-Cauvery and then onto Gundar as also the diversion of waters of the west flowing rivers
of Pamba and Achankovil to Vaipar in Tamil Nadu under the peninsular rivers development component.

While thanking the government of India for having notified the special committee for inter-linking of rivers, as requested by our beloved leaders on
03.06.2014, the other genuine request that all interstate rivers should be nationalised so that the water resources of the country are optimally
utilized must be looked into seriously and implemented in a time bound manner.

INTER LINKING OF THE RIVERS WITHIN THE STATE : Government of Tamil Nadu had sought the assistance of Government of India for the
implementation of Athikadavu Avinashi flood canal scheme at an estimated cost of Rs.1862 crores.

This may be sanctioned on a priority basis.
Pennaiyar (sathanur dam) palar link scheme and pennaiyar nedungal anicut palar link at an estimated cost of Rs.500 crores may kindly be expedited.

CAUVERY GUNDAR LINK : The proposal to divert the flood waters of Cauvery to draught prone areas by linking the Cauvery vaigai gundar at a
cost of Rs.5166 crores which was kept pending and later returned by the previous Central Government may be expedited.

CAUVERY MODERNISATION SCHEME : The river Cauvery is the lifeline of Tamil Nadu. With the notification of final order of the Cauvery water
disputes tribunal the scheme for modernisation of the canal system in the Cauvery basin at a cost of Rs.11,421 crore may be accorded approval.

This request of our beloved leader Puratchi Thalavi Amma on 3.6.2014 is yet to be acceded to. We request this may be approved at the earliest.



+*SHRI Y.V.SUBBA REDDY (ONGOLE) : Agriculture plays a pivotal role in the economy of a country and better performance of this sector is vital
for inclusive growth, for a developing country like India. Development of agriculture and industrialization are both essential. There is no justification
in putting one against another. Planned, balanced and harmonious developing industry and agriculture is essential for employment generation and
economic development. Agriculture indebtedness have claimed thousands of lives of farmers because of their suicides.

Land relation in Andhra Pradesh are extremely complicated which have led to serious problems for actual cultivators, unregistered cultivators,
tenants and tribal cultivators all face difficulties. There is need to record and registered actual cultivator including tenants and women cultivators.

The farmers suicide has been most virulent in Andhra Pradesh with two thirds of suicides deaths in the state alone. With high cost of cultivation of
diminishing productivity and low returns, it become difficult for farmers of the state to withstand crop failures. Since, many farmers depend on crop
for their livelihood, the situation becomes miserable when the crop fails or they do not get a remunerative price for their product. In this situation
formers are invariably driven to debt trap. A former can repay the loan incurred, if gets reasonable crop and the reasonable price for the produce.
Since, both these conditions are rarely met in the state, the loan of the poor farmers get piled up.

The agrarian economy in the state has fallen on such bad times that farmers hardly find buyers for their product. The present marketing structure for
agrarian produce in Andhra Pradesh consists of a number of imperfections, leading to disastrous consequences on the price front. Due to a weak
economic position in the state, small and medium farmers sell produce immediately after the harvest, when the whole sale price is at its lowest.
Thus the farmers lose considerable income in this way.

Agriculture in Andhra Pradesh has not received adequate credit support from formal financial sector, as a result of massive debt burden are evidence
to neglect of agriculture by the institutional source of credit, particularly the banking sector. Excessive use of chemical pesticides, erratic rain fall,
heavy debt burden and spurious seeds also take a heavy toll of farmers in Andhra Pradesh. Thousands of farmers have committed suicides during the
last few years in the state and to add salt on their injury, the government has recognized only couples of hundreds as genuine and eligible for
compensation.

Farmers suicide in the Andhra Pradesh and Telangana have risen in the recent months because debt loans have not been waived off as promised by
the government in their election manifesto. The state government has not able to fulfill any commitment made during election period. It surprises
that in Ananthapur district 44 formers committed suicide. It is also regretted that Reserve Bank has rejected a cabinet proposal for recasting
outstanding farm loan.



The extreme agrarian crises and subsequently the distress in Andhra Pradesh achieved notional performance when it resulted in the dramatic
increase in suicides by farmers in the region. The difficulties confronting in the state are complex and multifarious and needs a complete relook of
economy strategy in the state. If these problems are adequately addressed, many of the problems in the agrarian economy in the state can be
traced to the deduction of the government's positive attitudes toward farmers. More than 60% of India's population depend on agrarian livelihood, it
is the responsibility of the government both Central and State to genuinely wave of the outstanding loan of farmers in Andhra Pradesh and provide
suitable crops and better irrigation facilities and latest agriculture infrastructure to the farmers otherwise thousand of impoverished farmers juggling
debt and failed crops will continue commit suicides. We should seriously solve over the problems of farmers immediately to prevent from killing
themselves.

The recent Hudhud cyclone damaged most of the crops which resulted the farmers to take loans on high interest to start their livelihood. The cyclone
played havoc in the lives of many villages who could not even bear fodder expenses for their cattle. It is sensory that adequate compensation for
farmers whose crops were destroyed in this natural calamity, the farmers should also be exempted from paying electricity bills.

SHRIMATI PRATIMA MONDAL (JAYANAGAR): Thank you, hon. Deputy Speaker, Sir. Agriculture is the backbone of Indian economy; 70 per cent of
our population earns its livelihood from agriculture. A majority of farmers of our country is farming for their own consumption. The entire production
is largely consumed by the farmers and their families and they do not have any surplus to sell in the market because of small landholdings.

I would like to bring to the notice of the hon. Minister, through you, Sir, that more awareness programmes are to be arranged to make the farmers
aware about using modern technology to increase their production and to also to make them aware about the seasonal harmful insects so that they
can protect their crops. Soil testing is a major issue in this regard so that farmers can know which crop is suitable for which field. Digging of canals
and installation of tube wells are required to maintain the water flow to the field. I would like to request the hon. Minister to allot more funds in this
respect.

The Government should take initiative to regulate the market so that farmers can get actual price. The Government should kindly look into the
matter of insurance policy for farmers to save their lives.

Farmers use chemical fertilizers and pesticides to increase the production. We take poisonous food daily due to that reason. So I would like to
request the hon. Minister to take positive measures for use of vermin-compost fertilizer instead of chemical fertilizer to save our lives as well as to
protect our environment.

I would like to inform you that hon. Member, Shri Md. Badaruddoza Khan gave a false statement regarding a suicide case in West Bengal. Our Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee has taken various measures to protect the farmers of West Bengal.

Finally, I would like to request the hon. Minister to take measures for upgradation of Kalyani Krishi Vidyalaya so that scientists can make their
innovative efforts and take more effective steps for greater interest of the farmers of West Bengal. Thank you.
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SHRI C. MAHENDRAN (POLLACHI): Thank you, hon. Deputy-Speaker, for giving me this opportunity to speak in this august House on the discussion
under Rule 193.

I humbly thank to our people's Chief Minister, hon. Puratchi Thalaivi Amma for giving me the opportunity to be a Parliamentarian in this hon. House.
In my Pollachi Parliamentary Constituency nearly 92,000 hectare area is under coconut cultivation, which is one-fourth of coconut area in Tamil Nadu.

Due to failure of South-West and North-East monsoon, water level has hugely depleted in wells as well as underground. Owing to insufficient water
and high cost of maintenance, the coconut farmers are in great crisis and are facing huge losses in the production of copra. So, the production of
copra is dwindling in my Parliamentary Constituency.

Even though 2,02,000 Metric Tonnes of copra is being produced, yet the agriculturists cannot survive as the support price of copra fixed by the
NAFED is only Rs. 52.50 per kilo whereas in the open market, it is being traded today at around Rs. 125 per kilo.

Hence, there is a need to increase the procurement price by the NAFED to the market level in order to stabilize the demand and supply mechanism.
Now, the copra production is not remunerative to the coconut growers. They are, now, finding ways to grow some alternative crops. The present
yield of coconut trees is maintained by the growers for more than 15 to 20 years. The coconut cultivation is a long term crop. So, they have no other
alternative. Due to monsoon failure, with great hardship, only 50 per cent of the agriculturists are able to maintain their coconut cultivation.

Sir, in the year 2012-13, our people's Chief Minister, hon. Puratchi Thalaivi Amma had given Rs. 1,755 crore as the Drought Relief Package for the
non-delta farmers. Of this package, six components were meant for about 17.9 lakh farmers, who had suffered the crop loss of over 50 per cent. The
farmers, for their variety of crops, would receive a total compensation of Rs. 835.21 crore, Making an announcement in the Assembly, our people's
Chief Minister, hon. Puratachi Thailaivi Amma said that the package was based on the assessment made by a High Level Committee after visiting 18
Districts and interacting with the representatives of farmers and District officials apart from Reports from the District Collectors.

A sum of Rs. 312.89 crore had been earmarked for giving compensation of Rs. 5,000 per acre to 6,25,481 farmers who raised paddy over 6,25,786
acres. As per the Central norms on disaster relief, even small and marginal paddy farmers, experiencing more than 50 per cent crop loss, were
entitled only to Rs. 2,429 per acre whereas our people's Chief Minister hon. Puratchi Thalaivi Ammma has also given for long term crops including
coconut growing farmers 50,908 numbering would be given Rs. 4,000 per acre. A relief of Rs. 43.35 crore has extended covering 1,08,383 acres in
the last year and also set up a Coconut Breeding Centre in Udumalpet constituency by allotting 100 acres of the Government land for the benefit of
coconut growers to produce good quality seedlings with the participation of National Coconut Board by taking into consideration long term vision and
mission of the coconut cultivators of Tamil Nadu.



Considering these facts, will the present Government headed by Shri Narendra Modi Ji move any proposal to increase the support price of copra to
triple the NAFED price or even Rs. 140 per kilogram so as to give relief to the existing coconut growing agriculturists from their present financial
crisis? I request the hon. Minister for Agriculture, Shri Radha Mohan Singh Ji to grant adequate compensation to the copra producers and save
coconut growers from the present copra price crisis.

I have hundred per cent confidence that Agriculture Minister will do the best for the agriculture welfare of Tamil Nadu to tide over the copra price
crisis. It would be very helpful to the coconut growers by allotting any financial assistance from the Agriculture Price Market stabilization fund that
was announced in the Budget 2015-16.

Thank you Sir once again for giving me an opportunity and our people's Chief Minister hon. Puratchi Thalaivi Amma for sending me to this august
House, the Parliament.
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DR. MAMTAZ SANGHAMITA (BARDHMAN DURGAPUR): Sir, the Union Government is promising growth, development and progress of India in the
form of increased scope of industrialization, increased chance of foreign investment, establishment of smart cities and increase in the standard of
living. But is it for whom? It is beyond my understanding how we can at all thrive, not to think about advancement when 70 per cent of our rural
people are depending on agriculture. They, themselves, are starving due to various obstacles in the cultivation system, due to natural calamities,
non-availability of fertilizers on time at subsidized rates and not getting the right price. Even if the yield of agriculture is sometimes surplus, there is
no uniform system or rule of distribution or export to different States of India or abroad, which can yield much money.

Moreover, West Bengal is full of farmers having only small fields with less production. These small field farmers need extra monetary support and
there should be a special provision for that. This is not only for West Bengal but for anywhere in the country. But I am talking about West Bengal. My
constituency, Bardhman district of West Bengal, is really a sort of Heaven for agriculture. There is production of, mainly, rice and potatoes in this

district and it is first in production of rice in West Bengal. Still this year one or two farmers have committed suicide here and many people are leaving
the fields and going in search of services or some other things in the towns. This year potato production is also surplus. Still the farmers are starving
due to over production leading to lowering of market price. The farmers even cannot manage to get back their money spent on production due to
lack of control or monitoring of market price.

I would request the Union Government to think about the farmers and their agricultural fields more seriously and they should make proper farmer
friendly policy. My previous speakers from West Bengal, especially Badaruddoza Khan really said everything about this and also about the people of
West Bengal. I am talking about West Bengal. But as you know, agriculture is one thing for which we

cannot depend on other countries for our food production by giving all our fields for industry and for every other thing.
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But we should make a proper policy for that.

You know that the whole political scenario of West Bengal has changed because of the do beegha jameen ka kissa. 1 urge upon the Government to
make a proper farmer-friendly policy, improve yield by scientific methods; fix appropriate market price for farmers and subsidise fertilizers not for
special and poorer farmers only but also for all farmers. Steps should be taken for scientific storage and distribution system because vyields of



farmers including that of potato get rotten. There should also be an inter-State and foreign export mechanism in case there is a surplus production.

I would conclude my speech by saying that a system should be developed by the Government to inform farmers in advance about the ensuing natural
calamities so that preparation could be done in advance to deal with that.

SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY (DHENKANAL): Sir, I am extremely grateful to you for giving me this opportunity to speak on the plight of the farming
community in India today.

We have a lot of discussions in the House about infrastructure, roads and airports and everything. But there is also an alternative thought that India
could probably become the food bowl not only for itself but also for half of the world, as has been forecast by the Food and Agriculture Organisation,
which is a UN organisation. It says that much more land and much more agriculture will be required to feed the teeming millions if we calculate the
present growth of the population of the world.

Sir, I come from the State of Odisha, which is primarily an agriculture dependent State and a majority of our population depends on agriculture for
survival. But we find that while four-lane and six-lane highways have been built, many power plants have been built, many mine-based industries are
coming into existence, there is least concern or least regard for the needs and the requirements of the farmers.

Sir, you are aware as a seasoned politician that before the late 60's and the early 70's we used to import even our basic necessities like wheat,
paddy and other things. PL-480 is one such thing and I remember that it was American wheat. The lingering effects of those imports are still visible
when one goes into the hinterlands of India where we find certain seeds, like in Bangalore there is a grass which neither goat nor cow eats. It is
called the Congress Grass because it has a white fopi kind of a thing on the flower. When the pollination takes place, a lot of people get asthmatic
attacks and physical problems arise. That is one story. But the story is that we should concentrate on how to become a food bowl for the future of
this world and not only for this country. We should make all efforts that we do not fall back into a food deficit country, which was the situation that
existed in India prior to the Green Revolution.

Sir, there is a community on the internet called 'Reddit'. T asked people, would they be willing to give suggestions in respect of a discussion going on
on farming and agricultural practices? I was surprised that educated young people, both men and women, were forthcoming from their own life
experiences regarding agriculture suggesting how many things could be set right with very simple small efforts.

Sir, I will suggest one thing. As you know, different political parties come up with loan waivers to farmers. They come up with free electricity. Then,
the Government for years and decades together has been subsidising production of fertilizers and chemicals. Instead of subsidising huge fertiliser
plants or waiving off loans or pitying farmers that they are committing suicide because they are so poor, because we always look down on our
farmers, is there a method by which we can make farming an attractive proposition or an attractive occupation so that people from cities, those who
possess land, will wish to go back to their lands and start farming?

Sir, there are one or two concrete proposals that I would like to give. All subsidies should be stopped to farming. Instead of subsidising the inputs,
would the Government be willing to consider that it will take into account the input costs? If a farmer owns a hectare of land, what is his electricity
input, what is his fertiliser input, what is the cost he is incurring towards amount of water for which he is paying cess, what is the pesticides input
and what is his family's and his labourers' input? You take that and make it a variable component. It should be a State based thing. The Central
Government has to mandate the States to work out a figure before every harvest so that you have the basic information on the cost of production of
your food grain, whether it is paddy, wheat or anything else. Then, you base your MSP on that cost and double it. Suppose a farmer spends Rs. 500
in a hectare of land as inputs, including his labour cost, your MSP should be such that when his food grains come out, it fetches him Rs. 1,000 for Rs.
500 he has put in. Once you make farming profitable, people would want to go back to the villages. The Minimum Support Price is one thing.

Sir, the other issue is that we are not training our farmers with new technologies. For example, we are wasting a lot of water. Odisha is a State that
has 10 per cent of this subcontinent's fresh water resources flowing through its geographical boundaries. There have been surveys - Sir, your State is
deprived of water and we have excess of water — which have found that in one good and healthy monsoon in Odisha, the water that comes down,
the rain that comes down and goes into the Bay of Bengal, if that could be stored, that would be sufficient to undertake complete farming activities
and meet drinking water needs. We could produce electricity as well as supply fresh sweet water to neighbouring States for one whole decade. It
means that if we could preserve the water of one rain, for rest of the nine years, we will have no drought, no shortage of drinking water and no
prablem at all.

In reality, what we find is that we do not harness the water resources. It just washes away the top soil and the farmer is left at the mercy of
mother nature every year, without mercy and without any compensation. This idea of compensation to the farmer, I think, is also a very perverted
idea. Once you enable the farmer, once you put money in his pockets, not through your sarcastic programmes like JNNURM or MNGREGS, through
his activities, then the farmer is rich enough to avail of medical facilities, education facilities and health facilities also. He can do everything on his
own. So, the Government has to work out a policy where the farmer is enabled to make money out of his produce. The question this Government has
to ask itself is : Are we willing to do that?

It has thought too much about the big people, about the urbanites, about the people who are living in well to do conditions, but now let us
give respect back to the farmer, let us put money back in the pockets of the farmer, let farming be a respectable and well considered profession. Let
us give that confidence to our farmers. Thank you.
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14.57 hrs (Hon. Speaker in the Chair)
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DISCUSSION UNDER RULE 193
Agrarian situation in the country — Contd.
HON. SPEAKER: We shall now again take up the Discussion under Rule 193.
oft arcfaly araena (wew) : adas woft 5 Fuz o et amen 3, .. (o)
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THE MINISTER OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT, MINISTER OF HOUSING AND URBAN POVERTY ALLEVIATION AND MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS (SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU): Madam, I want to share with the House that the other House is discussing the Coal Mines (Special

Provisions) Bill 2015. If a contingency arises, then I may have to bring it back here. I only appeal to the Members to have some more patience and
continue with the other business. After an hour only we will be able to know what exactly the position is. ...(Inferruptions)

We are discussing one of the most important issues of the problems of agriculturists in the country. I do not think any time any Government had this
much discussion when such a large number of Members is participating.
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SHRI KODIKUNNIL SURESH (MAVELIKKARA): Madam Speaker, I thank you for giving me an opportunity to speak on the issue of agrarian crisis.
Agriculture scenario in Kerala is getting worse day by day, especially in paddy production.
15.29 hrs (Hon. Deputy-Speaker in the Chair)

The provisional estimate of agricultural income of the State recorded a negative growth of 1.79 per cent during 2009-10. The quick estimate for 2010-11
also indicated a decline of 0.78 per cent in growth over 2009-10. The share was 17.48 per cent during 2004-2005, which declined to 10.59 per cent in
2010-2011. The real GDP growth at factored cost increased to 8.5 per cent in 2010-2011 from 8 per cent in 2009-2010 in the country.

After two consecutive years of subdued performance, agriculture ...( Interruptions)
HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon. Member, you can continue it afterwards. Now, we have to take up the Private Members' Business.
... Interruptions)

SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL (ALAPPUZHA): What about the reply? ...(Interruptions) Already, the Government has stated that the most important matter
is being discussed in the House. ...(Inferruptions) The Minister of Parliamentary Affairs has himself said this. ...(Inferruptions)

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Okay, let him finish.

...(Interruptions)
SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL : What would happen to the reply?...(Interruptions)
HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The reply will come next.

...(Interruptions)

SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL: When will it be? ...(Inferruptions) Sir, already, the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs has stated here the reason why the
Government has taken up the discussion under Rule 193 for two days. ...(Inferruptions) 1t is because it is such an important subject relating to the



agrarian situation in the country. ...(Interruptions) Why cannot the Government reply now? ...(Interruptions) We need a reply from the Government.
... Interruptions)

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please allow me to explain. Please take your seat.
...( Interruptions)

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Till now, we have discussed about the agrarian situation in the country, and the Minister has to reply to the discussion.
... Interruptions)

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, you are correct, but at the same time, it is the priority of the House to take up the Private Members' Business and
that cannot be postponed. Therefore, as regards your query about when the Minister will reply, if the House feels, after 6 o'clock a€|

...(Interruptions)
HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please listen to me.
...(Interruptions)

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: As far as the business is concerned, you can ask as to when the Minister is going to reply and I am not objecting to it. If
the House feels that after the Private Members' Business is over at 6 o'clock, then let us sit after that and listen to the reply. I have got no objection
to that. But as far as Private Members' Business is concerned, we cannot postpone it and that is all that I am telling. This is my ruling.

...(Interruptions)

SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL: Sir, what did the BAC decide, and what did the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs say yesterday? ...(Inferruptions) Sir, you
were also there yesterday. ...(Interruptions) What was decided yesterday? It was decided that at 12 o'clock we will have the reply of the Minister.
...(Interruptions)

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The reply at 12 o'clock is a different thing.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL: The issue of agrarian situation is very important. ...({nferruptions) We want to hear the reply of the hon. Minister on this
important issue. ...( Interruptions)

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF SKILL DEVELOPMENT AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY): Mr. Venugopal, what you say is that this is a very important issue. We have been

discussing about the agrarian situation in this country. The Minister has been here, and he is taking notes. There are many more people who want to
participate. Why do you want to terminate the debate when the Government wants to hold the debate? ...(Jnterruptions)

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Okay, let him continue.
...(Interruptions)
SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL: It cannot be after one month. ...(Interruptions)
HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is nothing wrong in it. We can have it.
...(Interruptions)
SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL: Then why was there this urgency? ...(Interruptions)
SHRI KODIKUNNIL SURESH: What would be the importance of the issue if you give the reply after one month? ...(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY : I think that if the Members want to speak on the subject, then it is for the Government to decide how much time we
have to allow them to speak and the Government to reply. Now, we have never ...( Inferruptions)

SHRI P. KARUNAKARAN (KASARGOD): Sir, the time has already been allotted for it in the BAC. &€! (Interruptions)
SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL : The BAC has already allotted time for it. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY : Sir, nowhere in the BAC it was decided that the Government would not reply. ...(Interruptions) It has been precedence
for long that for a discussion under Rule 193, the Members of Parliament participate and the Government will reply. Where is the Government saying
that they will not reply? But the Government wants to hear more and more Members. ...(Interruptions) So, under the Rules, the Private Members'
Business is to be taken up at 3.30 pm. If you want to continue, then we will continue with the debate after 6 o'clock. ...(Inferruptions)

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is the right of the Members, which cannot be forgot.
...(Interruptions)
SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY : We will have as many Members to speak, and we will see when the Government has to give a reply. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL: I am also agreeing with you on it. But who is responsible for this? ...(Inferruptions) I am also agreeing with your views, but
the hon. Minister of Parliamentary Affairs is saying that the topmost priority is Rule 193. ...(Inferruptions) The farmers of the entire country are



facing severe problems. ...(Interruptions) We are eager to hear the Government's view on this issue. ...(Interruptions) Why is the Government
delaying the reply on this important issue? ...( Interruptions)

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please listen to me.
...( Interruptions)
SHRI KODIKUNNIL SURESH: We want to know as to when the hon. Minister will give the reply. ...(Interruptions)
HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please take your seat. This we will discuss.
...( Interruptions)
SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL: Sir, the Government has to tell as to when they are going to give the reply. ...(Interruptions)
HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have already given my ruling on this issue.
...(Interruptions)
HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please take your seat.
...(Interruptions)
SHRI KODIKUNNIL SURESH: The issue that we are discussing here is very serious. ...(Interruptions)
HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Karunakaran, what do you want to say?
...(Interruptions)

SHRI P. KARUNAKARAN : Sir, this discussion was listed two weeks ago, and it has been dragging on a daily basis. ...(Inferruptions) Every day, we
see that the discussion under Rule 193 is being listed in the agenda paper This has not come yesterday or today. This is the duty or the
responsibility of the Government to take the agenda in time and complete it.

SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY: Shri Karunakaranji, we have taken the Calling Attention Motion. We also have taken other business. This business is
continuing. We have the Private Members' Business. It comes after so much of an effort. Shri C.R. Patil is ready to speak. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL: Entire thing is done at your convenience. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY: BAC is an advisory body and the House decides. Now it is a mandatory time for the Private Members' Business. Sir, you
must ask the Private Member to start his business. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI P. KARUNAKARAN: You want to pass all the Bills, but you are not taking up the Agrarian issue. ...(Interruptions)

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Shri Karunakaran, that can be discussed. It can be discussed with all of you.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL: What is the use of the discussion when there is no reply?

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It has not concluded. 1t is still going on. Anyhow, he has to reply. We have sufficient time. Next Session is also there. At
that time, let some more Members speak and then the Minister will reply. Reply is going to be there. It is a serious issue.

...(Interruptions)
HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You can continue next time.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: We can do one thing. If they want the Minister's reply, let this Private Members' Business be over. Then the Bill would
come and let that also be over. If they want to sit further and then hear the reply, we can have the reply today also. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL : That is why, we are saying that you are diverting the entire parliamentary convention.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Where is the question of diverting it? We are taking only people's issues. We are not taking anything personal. Secondly,
hon. Deputy Speaker has rightly observed that this is a very serious issue and many Members are interest to speak. Some more Members want to
speak. The Government is ready to accommodate them. If it is not possible today, we can have it during the next part of the Session. The issue is a
live issue. Please try to understand. There is nothing personal, nothing pristine. About 40 more names are there to speak. &€! (Interruptions)

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: We will take up next time.
...(Interruptions)
SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: If they want to extend it, we will extend it. ...(Inferruptions)

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: We will take it up in the next part of the Session.



HON. SPEAKER: Hon. Members, we have a Supplementary List of Business. We will take up Discussion under Rule 193 afterwards when we get
time. Now, Supplementary List of Business — Bills to be introduced. Shri Arun Jaitley....(Interruptions)

SHRI MOHAMMAD SALIM (RAIGAN]): Madam, I have a point. ...(Interruptions) These Bills have just come at the fag end of the day.
...(Interruptions) The Minister has already announced the Budget proposals. The whole country knows it....(Interruptions) We welcome the Bill but
the question is...( Interruptions)

HON. SPEAKER: He is only introducing it; nothing more than that.
... Interruptions)

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE, MINISTER OF CORPORATE AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI ARUN JAITLEY):
We are not passing it today. You will get sufficient time in the break to go through the Bill.
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