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Title: Further discussion on the Motion of Thanks on the President's Address moved by Shri Anurag Singh Thakur and seconded by Shri Nishikant
Dubey on 24" February 2015 (Discussion Concluded).

HON. SPEAKER: Now, the House will take up further consideration of the following motion moved by ShriAnurag Singh Thakur and seconded by Shri
Nishikant Dubey on 24th February, 2015:

"That an Address be presented to the President in the following terms:-

'That the Members of the Lok Sabha assembled in this Session are deeply grateful to the President for the Address which he has been
pleased to deliver to both Houses of Parliament assembled together on February 23, 2015"."
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*SHRI PRASANNA KUMAR PATASANI (BHUBANESWAR) : Most respected President Pranab Mukherjee's Address to the Parliament in Joint
Session was really drastically different from the past. The way he was addressing the august house remarkably created a history and also he was
quoting from the time of Nehru-Gandhi's dominated past and also began with guoting from Shyama Prasad Mukherjee, founder of Jan Sangh to any
spiritual leader and the civilisational heritage, and the great values of our great history emphasising on the universal good. He also quoted about
former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee and the greater Pandit Nehru. A very rare speech of the Government committed to provide affordable health care,
quoting from Ayush to full fledged global laughing of Yoga, the traditional system of health including yoga. I can draw the attention of House that
there was no electronic media at that time for propagation. From year 1980 onwards, I was the first man who initiated how yoga is scientific and my
guru Maharshi Mahesh Yogi was a renowned scientist who introduced Vedo-Ayurvedic, s science in European countries. In academics to the laws of
the nature, once you tune his body and mind where I am the founder father of the college of natural law named after him in Odisha for first time in
the country. And I had been trying since long that how yoga would be introduced as a curriculum in schools and colleges. This is not yet done.

I like to draw the attention of the House that for my constituency the metro work should have been started immediately to avoid traffic congestion.
The work is too delayed. Again, I have been raising in the Parliament through submissions, 377 to start the flyover work at Kandgir under
Bhubaneswar constituency. Work on another flyover on railway under Kurda road i.e. Nirakarpur Railway flyover and the Kurda-Bolangir railway work
is too much delayed for completion. So, the step-motherly attitude of Central Government should not have been repeated as it has happened.

For metro work it should start from Cuttack Bubhaneswar, via Kurda, Jatini to Puri to Konark. To promote international tourism, it should be the best
metro. The survey work should start immediately to complete the same.

And in the health sector, I have taken proper initiative to request the Central Government and the land is provided by the State Government. It
should have been a highly equipped technical hospital of the country and many patients enrolled out of the state throughout India. The Central
Government should sanction more grants to facilitate Odiya people. Therefore, we are demanding always a special category state. Our hon. Cheif



Minister, Shri Navin Patnaik organised one public meeting for the first time in Delhi to declare immediately Odisha as a special category state. That is
not done yet.

I am opposing Presidential Address to avoid use of Ordinances, defiant stance on land acquisition amid mounting opposition. Land for poor people
not for the rich. Now rich people are paying more money occupying the lands of poor farmers and India is now lacking cultivation. If the land is
occupied by this, the food will not be sufficient for future generation.

Addressing a Joint sitting of both the Houses to mark the beginning of the Budget Session, President Pranab Mukherjee called upon MPs to 'discharge
their solemn responsibility in a spirit of cooperation and mutual accommodation.

With the Opposition determined to challenge the land acquisition ordinance, he affirmed that the government attaches paramount importance to
safeguard the interest of farmers and families affected by land acquisition.

The Presidential Address was an elaborate report card of the government and hardly projected a significant fresh idea. India, according to
Mukherjee, has emerged as the fastest growing economy with an estimated 7.4 percent growth rate in 2014-15. He said inflation was at a record
low due to a number of decisive measures taken by the government. While stating that terrorism and left-wing extremism posed a grave challenge
to the internal security of the nation, the President asserted that the government was committed to dealing with them in collaboration with affected
people and state governments in a holistic manner.

On foreign policy, he said while the government has "reinvigorated" the relations with neighbours, we speak clearly about our interests and are fully
prepared to defend our borders and secure our people.

The conclusive paragraph of the address, dwelling on the government endeavour for smooth conduct of legislative business and enactment of
progressive laws in Parliament, was reflective of the compulsion of the Modi government to seek Opposition cooperation.

*SHRI DUSHYANT SINGH (JHALAWAR-BARAN) : The Hon'ble President stressed that we could not call ourselves developing unless every
person in the country feels a sense of fulfillment. I could not agree more with the President. I believe the Prime Minister's Jan Dhan Yojana
envisaged by our hon. Prime Minister is a guiding light in this regard. The Government of Rajasthan too had started the 'Bhamashah Scheme' to bring
about Direct Benefit Transfers to the beneficiaries. Financial inclusion forms the base of complete economic development. It is only by making sure
that each individual is a beneficiary of the schemes of the Government that we can truly say that we have lived up to "Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas". In
this scheme, the Government has made tremendous progress by surpassing targets by miles and achieving almost universal coverage of bank
accounts across the country, however, I know we will not rest until each and every citizen is covered. The Prime Minister's Jan Dhan Yojana is a
scheme that not only has immediate benefits but large positive economic externalities in the foreseeable future. The scheme lays the foundation for
Direct Benefit Transfers that will help bring down the cost and the leakages from Government programmes. It also helps us gather more information
on the financial state of each individual in the country which would help us make more prudent policies in the future.

"Roti, Kapda, makkan" are the fundamental needs of survival of any person in the world. Roti has already been giving through the Right to Food Act
and a number of Public Distribution Systems across the country. To make sure that each person has a "makkan" in our country, our Prime Minister
has come out with a visionary "Housing for All" mission by 2022. In this regard, he has set out fiscal and non-fiscal incentives that would help
achieve this goal. To aid investment into this sector that is currently plaugued with high interest rates, FDI has opened to make easier access to
capital. I thank the President for recognising the importance of Housing in our country.

Over the last year, our Government has given great impetus to Skill Development. Skill Development is crucial for our economic progress. It helps in
creating a highly skilled labour force that can find employment not on the basis of "digging a hole and refilling it but on the basis of their own merit.
It helps a person stand on his own two feet so that he must not depend on the Government. It helps in easing generation of employment and weeds
out the disguised unemployment plaguing the economy. A roadmap and dedicated policy was much needed and I thank the Prime Minister for taking
this visionary step that will bear fruit both immediately and for the future. With a growing youth population, this is exactly what is required for the
future generations as well, I thank the President for recognizing the contribution of this particular step to the progress of our country.

The Apprentice Act passed by the Government was passed by the Rajasthan to bring about cooperation between the private sector and the
Government. It too will help train the youth and bring about a sense of responsibility in the corporate sector.

One cannot talk about the Government without talking about the laudable initiatives to modernise the working of the Government and the initiative
to bring in the suggestions of the citizenry in policy making. In his rail budget speech, the Hon'ble Railway Minister spoke about how the Government
engaged with the citizens to get feedback on the improvements they sought from the Government. Democracy is "by the people, of the people, for
the people" and so far, the people were not actively involved in the decision making process. By bringing the voice of the people in decision making,
our Government has strengthened the roots of democracy in our country and has made it truly participative. I would like to thank the Hon'ble
Minister for taking this initiative. In addition to this, our hon. Prime Minister has launched the My Gov Online platform which to is a path-breaking
innovation. These steps will truly contribute to a vibrant democracy.

The Prime Minister has launched the Digital India Programme envisaging a truly connected India in the future. The initiative will not only connect
India via the internet but will help in reducing the cost of dissemination of information across our widespread country. In addition to this, it will help
us gather information quicker and will lead to quicker decision-making. As we know, our country saw decisions moving at a slow rate for the last 10
years. By this programme, the Prime Minister has made sure that this Government and no future Government can ever make excuses for delaying
decisions in the face of all information. The Digital India initiative is also likely to create a second wave of digital entrepreneurs from across the
country and help put the rural areas on the map by easing the burden of marketing their indigenous products to a larger market.

In addition to these, the Government has also helped push up for growth rates and give a new lease of life to our failing industries. My home state of



Rajasthan has been a pioneer in this regard. We have brought about a slew of changes in labour laws to ease the lacuna of laws otherwise required
to do business in our state. We have helped industry by removing obstacles from their path and revitalising industry in the state. Prior to the election
of our Government, industry was hesitant to make further investment in our country and foreign investors were finding other opportunities. Post our
election, investors are lining up and there is an influx of capital that will help regenerate our economy while simultaneously furthering employment
opportunities and getting work for youth who were otherwise unable to find work due to lack of employment generation. I am happy to see that the
Union Government too has decided to take this path that will no doubt lead to a more prosperous India.

The Government also plans to make doing business simpler by removing a number of taxes and replacing it with a single goods and services tax. In
this regard, I am happy that the Government has taken the initiative to not only include the States but also to build an atmosphere of cooperative
Federalism by giving the States a larger portion of voting right on the Council created for the same purpose.

While promoting industry, our Government has made sure they have taken enough measures to protect the environment which otherwise gets
denigrated in the process. The Government has given a push to solar energy in our country and has aimed to promote 24x7 electrification of the
country by 2020. It has planned to create 100GW of power through renewable energy and this is a brilliant step in creating a sustainable future for
future generations. Our cities are right now choking under the weight of pollution and these are the steps in the right direction to create not only a
clean environment but also a healthy populace.

The Government has taken a number of steps to ease the visa approval process and encourage tourism in India as well. Tourist Visa on Arrival has
been expanded to 44 countries to make our country a tourist-friendly country. We have also enabled Electronic Travel Authorisation to make it easier
for foreigners to procure visas for our country. We have also undertaken a number of initiatives to upgrade facilities at major tourist centres and for
the maintenance of our rich cultural heritage.

To help our farmers and increase productivity of our farm sector, the Government has made tie-ups with a number of countries for technology such
as with Israel to cultivate olives indigenously. The Government has recently launched initiatives to keep a check on soil quality which is a perfect
step to create sustainability. Many a time, human urge pushes us to exploit our environment without realisation. This will help keep a check on that
as Kisans will be better informed and will be able to maximize productivity through this. The Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana too has been
launched to address irrigations requirement for every village in the country.

With a population of over a billion people, it is surprising that our country isn't the foremost country in every sport in the world. Our country produces
many athletes of exemplary quality. However, many talents go unnoticed in our large population. This is a matter of deep disconcert. However, the
Government has formulated the National Sports Talent Search Scheme to overcome this difficulty. This will help inculcate talent that will push our
sports to a new frontier. As we know, numerous sportspersons in our country are the result of discipline and training by our Defence Forces. Our
hon. Minister of I&B is one outstanding example of the same. This will help push the scheme to other parts of our society as well. As I stressed
previously in this speech, sustainability is one of the major concerns we have grappled within the past. Given our large population, sustainability is
and should be a major concern for us. In this regard our Prime Minister has taken the visionary step of putting impetus on the creation of sustainable
smart cities that would be eco-friendly. I do believe that these steps will go a long way in preserving and growing at the same time.

To conclude, I would like to thank the Government for the brilliant initiative for progress taken in the past year We have moved from a regime of
creating entitlements to creating and opening a plethora of opportunities for our citizens and this is a step in the right direction.
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+*SHRI B. VINOD KUMAR(KARIMNAGAR) : The Hon'ble President in his speech has spoken of the Government working by the motto of 'Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikaas' and its commitment to the poor. In the constructive criticism I would like to add certain points to the issues raised.

The Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana has supposedly had a coverage of close to 100%. I would like details on 100% of what exactly. Is it the entire
population that lacks financial access? Also, for the progress done so far, I would like the Government to ensure that not only are accounts opened,
but steps are taken to ensure that the accounts are used. Financial literacy and ease of access are essential prerequisites for ensuring the
sustainability of such an initiative.

The Direct Benefit Transfer Programme's expansion is welcome. However, clarity is required on the Aadhaar programme - it's legal status is still
unclear and has become even more uncertain after the closure of the Planning Commission. For such a large programme, a firm legal and
administrative grounding is a must. I therefore ask the Government how it plans to clarify the status of Aadhaar, which is the foundation of the
DBTP.

On a related note, there is the question of the National Population Registry (NPR). This is a parallel programme which duplicates the efforts of
Aadhaar. What is going to be its future? At present one of the two is redundant as running two programmes with the exact same objective is
nothing but duplication of efforts which is a colossal waste of taxpayer money at the very least. This also requires clarification.

The Swachh Bharat Mission has noble goals which none of us will disagree with. Who does not want to see a clean and open defecation free India?
However, I must urge the Government to note that construction of toilets is only half the job done. Repeated studies have shown that generating
demand is the essential factor that guarantees the success and sustainability of any sanitation programme. This requires that a huge awareness
generation programme be the central focus of the Mission, while the current focus is on construction of toilets. Surely, no one wants toilets to be
built and then subsequently unused.

Another crucial area which the Mission has ignored is the role of local governments. PRIs and ULBs have the ultimate responsibility for tackling
cleanliness and sanitation. Any plan to ensure a clean India that remains clean must ensure a way to strengthen local governments through greater
devolution of funds and decentralization. This is another crucial aspect which the Mission does not take into account.

The Government's claim that it attaches the highest priority to growth of rural areas and that it works for the poor has not been matched action so
far. If anything, the Land Acquisition Ordinance marks the single biggest betrayal of this promise. The Ordinance is nothing but a pretext for large-
scale land grab by private companies and land mafias. It seeks to remove any protection that landowners have and it is even more regressive than



the 1894 Act as it is not even confined by the concept of 'public purpose'. For the sake of the future of the vast majority of this country, I urge the
Government to withdraw this ruinous and destructive ordinance that serves only to satiate private greed.

The initiatives taken for the farmers can be further strengthened by ensuring that three key areas for farmers are further strengthened -easy access
to credit, stronger farm and non-farm insurance and a renewed thrust on market infrastructure, particularly storage and transportation.

For strengthening the weaker sections of our society, I also urge the Government to ensure that steps be taken to ensure greater skill development
and entrepreneurship amongst the Muslim community whose poverty is on par with the SC community. The scheme of entrepreneurship for SCs can
be expanded to include Muslims and STs as well.

The Safety of women is a topmost priority for our nation and it is good to see the initiatives that have been taken. However, they are too few and
more is needed. The most important change is that we need a system of education which proactively targets gender inequalities and gender biases
which result in gender violence later can be nipped in the bud. We also need awareness generation programmes that target patriarchal mindsets in
general and men in particular and try to promote positive mindsets amongst them. Men should be seen as partners in the battle of gender inequality.

The replacement of the Planning Commission with NITI Aayog throws many unanswered questions. What is going to be the future of planning in
India? Who will have the power to delegate funds which the Commission did? These are serious questions and require clarification.

On the subject of black money, it must be said that the main generator of black money in India-the real estate sector-has been completely
untouched. The Government should start with the possible and take strong steps to check the generation of black money in this sector rather than
giving excuses for not being able to get money back from abroad.

The unified regulatory framework for the financial sector is also something that needs to be discussed. Can a single body handle the vast financial
responsibilities before it?

The textile, being the second largest employer after agriculture needs a great deal of help. Easy access to credit, tech upgradation, market linkages,
skill development and insurance are major thrust areas that do not appear in the address.

I urge the Government to take note of these points raised.
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