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Title: Further discussion on the motion for consideration of the Central Himalayan States Development Council Bill, 2014 (Discussion concluded and
Bill withdrawn).

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now, we will take further consideration on Central Himalayan States Development Council Bill, 2014.

Item No. 37 — Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank.
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(Shri Hukum Singh in the Chair)
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SHRI DUSHYANT SINGH (JHALAWAR-BARAN): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak on the Central Himalayan

States Development Council Bill, 2014 which has been brought here by senior leader Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal. Earlier, in the previous Session of
Parliament, he had asked for a separate Ministry to be formed for the development of Himalayan States and now he urges the Government to create
a Central Himalayan States Development Council, till a separate Ministry is formed, for the development of Himalayan States.

Sir, I come from Rajasthan. Water for my State comes from the hill State of Himachal Pradesh. So I look forward for the progress and
prosperity of hill States. A large number of our people are very closely associated with the hill States. The purpose of this Bill is basically to uplift the
States of Uttarakhand, Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and other North Eastern States of our country.

There was a cloud burst in Uttarakhand area and before that there was an earthquake. There was a lot of destruction in the State of
Uttarakhand. Due to the cloud burst in Uttarakhand, a lot of pilgrims going to Kedarnath had to face difficulties and many people were stranded in
the hilly terrains. The infrastructure in the State was completely damaged. So, to improve infrastructure and other basic facilities of the State, Dr.
Ramesh Pokhriyal has brought this Bill.

I would like to focus on a few important issues here. These hill States do provide our country with the Army and the para-military forces. They
provide us an opportunity of tourism which has been mentioned by the previous speakers. The most important thing is the cultural tourism which
people undertake especially in States like Uttarakhand and other hill States of Jammu and Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh. We need to look into that.
They are also located strategically vis-A -vis our neighbours. So need to have a special focus on that.

Education in this area has to be uplifted. We need to look at the future growth of this area which we are asking for through our GDP growth.
We must uplift these areas with the new Skill Development Ministry which has been formed. We need to look at the industries which were helped by



the then Prime Minister Shri Atal Behari Vajpayee sahib through a special package.

The State of Jammu and Kashmir has experienced flooding which has totally devastated the region. A special package to this region will
certainly help us. Railways in these regions are dismal. I would just like to focus on Uttarakhand which has only 345 kilometres of railways and 90
per cent of the area is hilly. The same condition happens to be in Himachal and other parts of the region. There is shortage of medical facilities and
staff. We need to look at improving the air connectivity to these regions. We can improve transportation vis-A -vis health, vis-A -vis tourism and help
people to travel to different parts of the region. The basic function of this is to help industrial growth, to promote the remote areas by connecting
them by roads and rails, to help telecommunication which is not there, to provide electricity, drinking water and housing which are not there, to
provide health services, to provide educational facilities and employment and to lessen suffering of people coming in from the hill States to major
towns so that they get employment there.

HON. CHAIRPERSON : Dushyant ji, please conclude now.

SHRI DUSHYANT SINGH : Sir, I am just concluding. The North East Council was set up in 1971 which consists of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland and Tripura. In 2002, Sikkim was added. They have a vision : the 2020 plan. The other States also want
tobe a

part of that vision, By this we can make India and the hill States more stronger. We also need to look at organic farming, My State, Rajasthan also
has hilly areas of high repute like Abu and Aravallis. We need to focus on that. So I would urge the Ministry to give a special package to our region,
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"The Government will work on a model for the common development of the Himalayan ecosystem from Jammu and Kashmir up to North-East."
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HON. CHAIRPERSON : The question is:

"That leave be granted to withdraw the Bill to provide for the setting up of a Council to be called the Central Himalayan States
Development Council to formulate development plans and schemes and also to monitor their implementation for the balanced and all-
round development of the hilly States comprising the Central Himalayan region and for matters connected therewith."

The motion was adopted.
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