Title: Regarding reported drying up of and pollution in river Yamuna.

MADAM SPEAKER: We will take up 'Zero Hour'.
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MADAM SPEAKER: I cannot compel. I think, it is a very important subject. =z aga sarayvt o= 3
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THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN):

Madam, I heard the hon. Leader of the Opposition. I want to assure the House, through you, that the UPA Government
takes this issue extremely seriously. This House discussed the entire issue of the pollution of the River Ganga last year.

Under your guidance, the entire discussion took place for over three hours. We are aware of the pollution issues of the
River Yamuna. I would only point out, in the beginning, that the effort to clean the River Ganga and also the River Yamuna
was started by the then Prime Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi. And after those efforts, after the Ganga Action Plan-I and II, after
the Yamuna Action Plan-I, II and III, the efforts have borne fruit to this extent that the water level would have been much
worse had those efforts not been taken up. ...(Interruptions) 1 was listening to Shrimati Sushma ji. Please listen to me. I
totally agree with Shrimati Sushma ji that today the 22 drains that drain into Delhi in the Yamuna, as it passes through
Delhi, has made it a drain. There is no water. Today, water is an issue. First, the river has to flow and the water has to be

released. She talked about the release from the Hathni Kund Barrage. This is a political issue where the entire House has to
take a call. ...(Interruptions)

offercit IR ¥R | difefedet 391 UR BIS> QRI el ?
SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN: I will tell you. ...(Interruptions)

offercit RN ¥ : sl J snuchl PR 8, g A AMUD! INDR J) Acel TRl AN [P SR s Faret A urell of e? MU 3ol
BRI RPR Bt BISr o 3, ...(auer) ot gt urdt &t FRPR o g ...(=aaerer)

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN: I will explain how. I will explain why it is a political issue. Madam, I do not want to take
too long. I just want to say this. It is a political issue because water is taken by every State for agriculture. About 90 per
cent of the water is used for agriculture. Are people willing to let that water go? So, the water should flow.
...(Interruptions)
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MADAM SPEAKER: What is happening? No, nothing else will go on record.

(Interruptions) 3€;*
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MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing is going on record.
(Interruptions) €, *

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN: I think the hon. Member has not understood what I was saying. The only way the river
can be cleaned is if the water flows. If there is no water flow, it cannot be cleaned because there is no dissolution, it does
not dissolve.



Regarding the pollution, Madam, the point sources of pollution, I want to say as a matter of pride for this
Government, during the Kumbh Mela we took short-term and medium-term measures to ensure that during the Kumbh the
water was clean. And in the same way we will see that there are short-term measures which are employed. We are looking
at new and innovative measures like bioremediation. We are looking at measures like interceptors. The problem is, all the
money that Sushmaji referred to has been spent by the Central Government in setting up sewage treatment plants but the
sewage treatment plants do not work because the State Governments and the urban local bodies have not connected their
sewers to the sewage treatment plants; and there is no electricity. ...(Interruptions)

Therefore, Madam, we need to look at new and innovative ways. We have to ensure that the sewage treatment
plants work at full capacity. We have to also ensure that there is bioremediation and that treated water is not sent back
into the dirty drain. All these are being submitted before the Supreme Court today. The Government has taken this up very
seriously and we will ensure that we do everything in our power to make sure that the Yamuna is clean. ...(Interruptions)
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