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Title: Further discussion on resolution regarding formulation of an action plan to rehabilitate persons displaced from
Pakistan moved by Shri Arjun Meghwal on 17.08.2012.

MR. CHAIRMAN : The House will now take up Item No. 27, Private Members' Bussiness. Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Resolution moved:

"Taking into account the problems being faced by the persons migrated from Pakistan to India and settled in
various parts of the country, this House urges upon the Government to take immediate steps to grant them
citizenship and formulate a time bound action plan to extend them facilities as are available to other citizens
of the country."
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SHRI TK.S. ELANGOVAN (CHENNAI NORTH): Thank you, hon. Chairman, for permitting me to speak on this important
subject.

Sir, I fully support the Resolution moved by our hon. Friend, Shri Arjun Meghwal, that people who are living in this country
for quite a number of years should be naturalized and made citizens of this country.

Sir, as far as Pakistan is concerned, not all the people living in that area called Pakistan wanted separation. They might
have liked to live as Indians, but it has happened and the country has become not a secular country like ours. It has
become an Islamic Republic, a religious Republic, which means the minorities may not have their full rights. The Hindus,
the Jains, the Sikhs, the Buddhists and the Christians may not have a say in the affairs. They might feel difficulty in
practising their own religion; they might feel difficulty to have their own culture intact; and they want to come to India
where they can have their own culture intact and practise their own religion.

The question is whether all Hindus can migrate to India. Maybe, there are strict rules not allowing migration from various
other countries, but those people who are here in this country living for the past 30 years, 40 years, or even 50 years in
some places, can be given citizenship.

The migration is of two types — one is illegal migration, and the other is 'refugees' allowed by the country; the country had
accepted them and given asylum.

In Tamil Nadu, the Sri Lankan Tamils have come to India as refugees and they are living in the country for a little less than
30 years, that is, from 1983-84. I cannot call them as 'living' here. They are surviving; they are given some subsistence.
Their children who now would be about 20 years of age or 22 years of age were not given proper or higher education. They
live as refugees and they have their subsistence allowance given by the Government. They are made to live in the Camps
without any rights, and their future generations have no good future.

That is the condition of the refugees there. All I request is that the Government should ask them if anybody wants to
become a citizen of India or they leave it to their choice. We need not make all of them as citizens. Let us leave it to their
choice. Let us ask them as to whether they want to become citizens of this country. If they apply for citizenship, then we
can give them the citizenship.

Sir, one more thing in this regard which I would like to tell is that there is a UN Protocol in which about 125 countries have
already signed but India is not a signatory to that protocol. I do not know why India is not a signatory to that protocol.
India should also be a signatory to the protocol so that many of the issues can be resolved in a way which is acceptable to
the world community. We must do something proactive to see that such problems are settled.

Sir, in the US or in the Western countries, an immigrant after 7 or 8 years can naturally become a citizen. But here,
they lived as refugees for thirty years. They lived as illegal immigrants but still they are not given citizenship. They find it
difficult. It is not difficult for those people who had actually migrated to this country but their wards, their children will
suffer. They do not have a proper education. They may not have a proper employment in the future. So, we must protect
the innocent wards of those people who had immigrated to this country 30 or 40 years back. So, the Government should
look into all these things. With these words, I request the Government to immediately look into the affairs of the
immigrants particularly, the Sri Lankan Tamils who are living in Tamil Nadu.

With these words, I fully endorse the views expressed by our hon. friend Shri Arjun Meghwal and other colleagues.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : Sir, I stand here to participate in the discussion on the Motion that has been moved by my



friend Shri Arjun Meghwal. I would first refer to a news item which was published very recently relating to 300 Pak- Hindus
who sought Rajasthan Government's help to get Indian citizenship. And there are a whole lot of issues that is mentioned
here. The basic question that is put forth is that their cases are with the Union Home Ministry in order to get them Indian
citizenship. Here I am reminded of another news item and I quote:

"Hindus are a weak segment in Pakistan. Hence they become an easy target for religious bigots."

It was said by Shri Ramesh Kumar Vankwani, the Patron-in-Chief and founder of Karachi based Pakistan Hindu Council, a
registered society of Hindus of Pakistan:

"Mostly young hindu woman are abducted and converted. We have petitioned in the Supreme Court of Pakistan
against forced conversion."

Another right-minded person Mr. Igbal Hyder, a former federal Minister for Law and Justice, Information, Human
Rights and Parliamentary Affairs echoes his views. Mr. Hyder currently practices law and is a prominent human rights
activist based in Karachi. Pointing out that social and economic security was at its worst in Pakistan, Mr. Hyder has said:

"Whoever gets a chance to flee irrespective of religion and destination is leaving. The minorities have been
suffering more. A few years ago, the Christians were persecuted. I have dealt with their cases. The Sikhs were
attacked 3 - 4 years back. Now, it is mainly the Hindus. In 2012 alone, more than 45 cases have been reported
sofar. "

This is the version what I gathered from Pakistan.

Now, I come to the Motion which Shri Meghwal has moved. He mentioned that there are three basic issues
that are entwined in this Resolution.

The first is, persons migrated from Pakistan to India; second is, settled in various parts of the country; and third, I
would divide it into two parts (a) and (b), that is, to take immediate steps to grant them citizenship and (b) is to formulate
a time bound action plan to extend them facilities as are available to other citizens of the country. My only amendment to
this provision is this. Instead of insisting on citizenship, my request to Shri Meghwal, the Mover of this Resolution, is to
make it for resident of this country. When I conclude this discussion, I would come to that aspect as to why I would insist
on resident of this country and not citizen of this country. If they get citizenship, that is well and good. But, if they are to
get other facilities that are being provided to many, then, resident-ship is necessary.

Incidents of persecution and intimidation of the minority communities not only Hindus but the Christians and the Sikhs also,
are being reported time and again from Pakistan. It is the responsibility of the Government of Pakistan to discharge its
constitutional obligations towards its citizens including those from the minority communities. Pakistani nationals belonging
to minority communities including Hindus have come to India on valid visas and have not gone back to Pakistan on the
grounds of religious persecution in Pakistan. That is a matter of concern for us and also a matter of concern for the
Government of Pakistan.

Yes, it is the responsibility of the Government of Pakistan to discharge its constitutional obligations towards its citizens
including those from the minority communities. The Simla Agreement of 1972, which is being repeatedly mentioned
between India and Pakistan, specially provides for non-interference in each other's internal affairs. But I would very humbly
mention here one thing. When this clause was being included, we had Kashmir in view; Jammu and Kashmir was in view.
We had never thought that we would be facing this type of a challenge of migration from Pakistan, especially the minorities
from Pakistan. India perhaps never contemplated that the minority Hindus would be driven out of Pakistan. Now the Simla
Agreement of 1972 will be repeatedly told to us saying that you do not interfere. Pakistan continues to interfere in our
internal affairs and yet we are always citing the Simla Agreement of 1972.

The human rights are being trampled upon there. India cannot be a silent spectator. The Hindus who are migrated to India
bring harrowing tales of harassment, violence and death at the hands of Islamists. Forced conversion, abduction and forced
marriages of young girls by Islamist group in Pakistan is still going on. The Pakistan Government feels embarrassed when
minority Hindus come out of Pakistan and express themselves in public. The trials and tribulations of Pakistani Hindus came
to limelight when a 14 year old girl Manisha Kumari was kidnapped, forced to convert to Islam and married off. Earlier this
year, Pakistan's Supreme Court heard the case of three women — Rinki, Asha and Lata — who also faced the same fate.
Sunil, I would say, "converted" to Islam on TV during Ramadhan.



I am drawing the attention of this House and the Government about the plight of 2000 Sindhi families from Pakistan who
are running from pillar to post for the last several decades to get long term visa to stay in India. These families are settled
in different parts of the country. Nearly hundred families are settled in Chhattisgarh. Their long term visa applications have
been kept pending for want of several documents which these families from Pakistan do not hold. During partition, the
countries had signed an agreement and I would refer to that because that precedes 1972. During partition both India and
Pakistan had signed an agreement, according to which, people who could cross the border should be entitled to the
nationality of that country.

Why are we only turning to Simla Agreement? What does our Constitution say? India's policy on granting asylum is
based on two fundamental rights in the Constitution provided by article 21 and article 14. I need not read out what these
articles say. These articles give any resident in India the right to life, equality and justice. Do we have an asylum policy?
That is being always asked. I would say the Constitution provides that authority that any resident enjoys the rights
provided by article 21 and article 14.

India does not generally turn away asylum seekers. By and large India does not send back people fleeing
persecution. Many many years ago, I would say more than 1500 years ago, people who were persecuted because of their
religious beliefs were embraced in our country. People who were persecuted because of their religious beliefs 2100 years
ago in Middle East were also embraced, and Kerala coast had embraced them with open arms.

Very recently, say 60 years back, when religious persecution was being conducted in and around the subcontinent,
India embraced those people. Even today, Rohingyas from Myanmar is an issue for us. Sri Lankan Tamils is an issue for us.
Bangladeshi tribals, especially the Buddhists, are being persecuted and it is an issue for us. Whoever is being persecuted
because of their faith and because of their religion, India has accepted them with open arms.

My earnest appeal to the Government is that we should not play with these words of asylum seekers and refugees.
We should accept them and treat them as human beings. This needs to be tackled by both External Affairs Ministry and the
Home Ministry through respective State Governments.

During the Partition of 1947-48, a large number of people had migrated to our country. They were settled in different
parts of our country. Dandakaranya Project, I think the Home Minister is aware of how Dandakaranya Project came up.
Even today large number of people get elected from there to the State Assembly, if not to the Parliament, because that is a
reserved Constituency.

Applications of displaced Hindus from Pakistan were processed to grant them citizenship. This was done last in 2004
when NDA Government was in power. Thousands of such migrant Hindus were able to get Indian citizenship in one stroke.
But still, lakhs of Hindus are yet to get citizenship. Why are they being asked to pay between Rs.3,000 to Rs.20,000 as fee?
I think that needs to be corrected. I think the Government can do that. This should be reviewed.

Citizenship has certain conditionalities. A person has to be born here and he has to ask for citizenship to get
citizenship. However, a 'resident’ as is being defined by the Aadhaar Card or the Unique Identity Card system I think would
be more appropriate here. I think we should not fiddle with these two words - asylum seekers and refugees.
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f3edfywa zdta &, 33 I want to quote that. He says, and I quote —

"From today onwards, you ceased to be a Muslim, you ceased to be a Hindu, you ceased to be a Sikh, you
ceased to be a Christian; not in the sense that you will stop going to mosques, not in the sense that you will
stop going to temples, but in the sense that you are all Pakistanis."
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&l wlor: 3 3l 5 oft epIfoRUSIAT U2 ST ¢FFI 3, Il SR 3 GIPI ¢Fl, 33 ol & fore &4 Sit oft B2, a8 A ol alar 3)...(xuaumer)
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TIEdY; 33 3 ol b SaeiR 3 3) Asi AT S Al clret 9t Sft of... (raerer) # smuat dwepss aar a1 &) I will tell you the background.
There is a difference when you talk about Jammu and Kashmir and when you talk about rest of the country. There is a huge
difference. They are not telling you that. They are misleading the nation.

Sir, the difference is, we have a State subject in vogue in the State of Jammu and Kashmir and that State subject was not
given by a Muslim leadership. It was given by Maharaja Hari Singh. I do not know whether my friends know it or not. It was
given by Maharaja Hari Singh and we were made the citizens of the State of Jammu and Kashmir. On whose demand was it
done? The Kashmiri Pandits went to Maharaja Hari Singh and said: 'Please save us, our identity is in danger'. They said this
because they thought Punjabi Muslims will come and they will finish their identity. So, when you become a citizen of this
country, you do not automatically become a State subject of the State of Jammu and Kashmir. They can settle in any part
of the country. But in Jammu and Kashmir, only those who live, only those who can vote in the Election to the State
Assembly are the State subjects besides being citizens of this great country because the State of Jammu and Kashmir is
the only Muslim majority State and we are proud of it.

We had an option to go to Pakistan, we had an option to go to India and our Muslim leader Sheikh Abdullah opted for a
secular, democratic India and we did not go to a theocratic State like Pakistan and we are proud of it. But to preserve our
identity, 33m DS 9T o1& 3| S MU IGRIA P 93l Bl I B2 ADA 3, & ot BT P 33 B @ B2 D 3 FEh dl 57 Jor BI
TSl 3|

But so far as the State of Jammu and Kashmir is concerned, we have signed a document when we forged our relationship
with the Union and that document is known as the Delhi Agreement of 1952 and we stick to that. My Party, the Jammu and
Kashmir National Conference always says with head held high: 'Please restore that status which has been granted and
given to us by the great Constitution of India'.

So, I am grateful to Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal who moved this Resolution in this House which, in fact, gave us an



opportunity to speak on this Resolution. These were the words that I wanted to express.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Members, I have to inform the House that 2 hours time has been allotted for this Resolution and we
have almost exhausted the time allotted. There are 5 more Members to take part in the discussion on this Resolution. Now
the House has to extend the time for further discussion on the Resolution. If the House agrees, the time for discussion on
this Resolution may be extended by one hour.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Mr. Chairman, Sir, the next Resolution is also very important.
MR. CHAIRMAN : This is not completed yet. We have to complete this first.

So, the time for discussion on this Resolution is extended by one hour.
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the file; you find out the report and solve the problems of the concerned people.
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SHRI KABINDRA PURKAYASTHA (SILCHAR): Mr. Chairman, Sir I am grateful to Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal ji for the
Resolution that he moved for the formulation of an Action Plan to rehabilitate the persons displaced from Pakistan.

Sir, Pakistan was formed on the basis of two-nation theory. Unfortunately, Muslims under the leadership of the
Muslim League wanted Pakistan and they got Pakistan, and the remaining persons remained in Hindustan or Bharatvarsh.
Due to civil disturbance in Pakistan after the formation of Pakistan when Pakistan became a theocratic State, Hindus or the
people belonging to other minority communities living in Pakistan were unable to stay there because of civil disturbance and
they had to come over to India and took shelter And naturally they became the refugees in that sense as they could not
stay in Pakistan. Pakistan did not allow them to stay there. That is why they took shelter; and naturally so, they are
refugees. Refugees were to be given shelter, rehabilitation and also citizenship observing all formalities. Unfortunately, we
see that many refugees, who came over to India, did not get citizenship. They tried but failed. So, because of different
causes, they were not given citizenship. It is said that they are foreigners and they are being disturbed continuously.

As per the Resolution of the UNO, the persons who are compelled to leave a State because of civil disturbance and take
shelter in another State, are treated as refugees; and they are to be given all the facilities and necessary things as



refugees. But this is not being done in many cases in India. I can particularly say so in the cases of Assam. You will be
astonished to know that the people coming from East Pakistan, who are now living in Assam, particularly, have been
suffering a lot.

I would give you some examples. There is no provision and/or definition of 'D' voter in any law of the country. Even there is
no constitutional provision for making 'D' voters. 'D' voters means Doubtful voters. There is no provision in the Constitution.
In any other State, this problem is not there. But in case of Assam, the matter of D' voters has been introduced/embodied

in the Electoral Roll of Assam with effect from 15t Janjuary, 1997, vide Election Commission of India Circular No. 23/AS/96

dated 17th July, 1997. The term 'D' voter connotes Doubtful voters whose voting rights have been withheld. It is so
unfortunate that there are more than 2 lakh people, who have been made 'D' voters and their voting rights have been
withheld.

This 'D' voter problem has been introduced by the above-mentioned Circular of the Election Commission of India in respect
of the State of Assam only like IM (DT) Act, 1983. This provision or the introduction of 'D' voters has not been found in any
other State/ Union Territory in the Union of India.

So, this problem of 'D' voters/doubtful voters will also be found not in only in Assam but also in other international
bordering/neighbouring States of Mizoram, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, Kashmir, Punjab, Rajasthan, Gujarat,
West Bengal, Tripura, etc. There are also problems. There are also such doubtful voters. But this provision of 'D' voters is
not present anywhere and no such Circular has issued by the Election Commission there. As such, it is a discriminating step
taken by the Election Commission of India without any legal or constitutional background.

That is why I wanted to say that this Circular issued by the Election Commission cannot be held valid in case of only
one State. There are 'D' voters in many States, but nowhere this Circular is given excepting Assam.

Regarding this, I can say one thing. The problem of 'D' voters has been dealt with for the last few years. You will be
astonished to know that several lakhs of people have been made 'D' voters after this Circular of the Election Commission.
All the District Commissioners of Assam were asked to go to the people, see their identities and ascertain whether their
names are there in the voter list are not. They sent police personnel and others. They went and thus, they sought the
information but wherever they did not find the persons or the persons who were absent, all those persons were made
'D'voters and they have been suffering. These things have been going on. Unfortunately, you will be astonished to know
that there were many writ petitions in the Guwahati High Court and one hon. Judge, Mr. B.K. Sharma gave a verdict.
According to the verdict, he declared that those persons, who are 'D'voters, have to be kept in detention camps. Many of
them are in the detention camps also. There is no facility. Nothing is given there. This is the position of the refugees. In
this situation, I want to say that these 'D'voters, who are there in Assam, should be totally abolished and the refugees
should be given opportunity to become the citizens of this country or they should get the citizenship right; they should be
made the real citizens; and there should not be any harassment to them.
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"Four primary themes that emerge most strongly as constituting the bulk of the curricula and textbooks are
that Pakistan is for Muslims alone; Islamiat is to be forcibly taught to all the students, whatever their faith,
including compulsory reading of Quran; the ideology of Pakistan is to be internalised as faith, and hate be



created against Hindus and India; and students are to be urged to take the path of Jehad and Shahadat."
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"In the matter of Pakistan's treatment of its religious minorities, each week brings new shame. The latest is
Interior Minister Rehman Malik's reaction on hearing a media report that several Hindu families from
Jacobabad had chosen to emigrate to India to escape persecution: he termed the migration a "conspiracy" to
defame Pakistan, ordered the FIA to investigate the situation before the travellers could be allowed to cross
the border, and asked the Indian High Commission to explain why it issued visas to 250 Hindu citizens of
Pakistan."
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri Rajendra Agrawal, you can continue your speech next time. Now, we will take 'Zero Hour'.



