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PROF. SAUGATA RQOY (DUM DUM): Sir, I welcome this discussion on education and uniform pattern of education brought
forward by Shri Shailendra Kumar and Shrimati Sumitra Mahajan. I welcome the young team in the HRD Ministry led by Shri
Pallam Raju who is an engineer and trained MBA from the U.S. I would urge them firstly that let them give up the legalistic
approach of his predecessor Shri Kapil Sibal. Shri Kapil Sibal is a brilliant lawyer. He thought that he could change education
by bringing in laws. Most of the laws which were brought by him in Parliament have not been passed in the last three and a
half years. That is not the way to change education. Shri Kapil Sibal thought that education could be controlled from the
Centre. As Shrimati Sumitra Mahajan has correctly pointed out that education has essentially to be administered by the
State. The Centre can help in advising them. Shri Kapil Sibal said that they would abolish exams up to Class 10. Ultimately,
they were able to abolish exams only for CBSE. The class 10 exams remained everywhere. I would request the new HRD
Minister to adopt a policy of consensus with the States. He should, through the Central Advisory Board on Education, bring
about a consensus and then bring about a change. He need not be in a hurry to suddenly change education in the country.

Briefly, I would say that in the first three and a half decades of Independence, we followed a wrong policy on education. We
built up an inverted pyramid. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was responsible for building the IITs, the national laboratories. But
the primary education remained neglected in that period. It was Shri Rajiv Gandhi who for the first time thought anew
about education and brought about a new National Education Policy, started the National Literacy Mission for removing
illiteracy and also started the pace-setting Navodaya Vidyalayas in each district. I think, his initiative was a welcome. In the
90s, two important initiatives were taken to bring back dropouts into the primary school. One was by the Narasimha Rao's
Government in introducing Mid-Day Meal and the second was by the NDA Government in introducing Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan. There is no doubt that the money from Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan has at least contributed to building one class room
and one toilet in all the primary schools of the country.

Now it is time to give the educational structure a pyramidal structure with a broad base. It must benefit every boy
and girl of this country. We have given them the Right to Education. But it must taper also to an apex. Higher education is
not for everyone. Higher education should be limited. I have taught education in an undergraduate college for 35 years. I
was a teacher of science. At the end of it, I feel it was an exercise in futility. Whatever skill I could impart to my students,



that could get jobs to them after passing out. Only a few students went into post-graduation and maybe into teaching. The
others whom I thought are medical representatives, clerks in Government offices and so on. All their education was lost.

The education must keep in touch with job needs. We must make people fit for jobs or it must be related to their
lives. I have seen that just for the sake of prestige, we have established colleges in remote villages. There are paddy fields
all round and we are teaching them Shakespeare. It has no meaning to them. Maybe, you need an agricultural college
there. But colleges are mushrooming. There are 33,000 colleges in the country. The education that we give does not make
them fit for jobs. It is time to urgently look into total vocationalisation of education starting from Class 8. In no advanced

country of the world, normal students go for studies after Class 10t". In our country, people go to colleges because there
are no jobs. So, they spend their time in the colleges. If they have proper jobs, they would not go to colleges. This is not
the way.

Lastly, I want to say that education is for knowledge and is for developing skills. Kumari Meenakshi Natrajan
correctly said that English is a skill that we ought to acquire. We have talked much about teaching in mother-tongue. I do
not object to it. I will be happy to learn. But having studied in an English medium school, I feel that I am at an unfair
advantage vis-A -vis the others. Why deprive the poor students of this advantage of learning and knowing English well? In
Kolkata today, most of the sarkariprimary schools have no students because even a rikshawalah prefers to send his child
to a school which teaches English. This is the demand of the market. So, how can you really dispense with English?

We must free education from our old concepts. Dr. Lohia was very good in his time like Jawaharlal Nehru was. But in
today's time and age, in a globalised world where computers are ruling the roost, our children must be exposed to an
international language.

Minister Pallam Raju was saying the other day that none of our universities feature in the top 200 universities in the world.
We have 611 universities and 18 IITs. None of them is world class. The Prime Minister talked of creating world class
universities. Indians have been proved to be the best teachers abroad. Why has the Prime Minister not been able to bring
his friends Nobel Laureate Amartya Sen and Jagdish Bhagwati back to India?

I would like to remind the House of our pre-Independence days when Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee as Vice-Chancellor of
Calcutta University brought to Calcutta University Sir C.V. Raman who became a Nobel Laureate, top scientists Dr. M.N.
Saha, and Prof. S.N. Bose after whom Boson was named. Why are our universities not getting the best talent from all over
the world? We must stop the inbreeding in education. Our universities must try and make themselves world class.

In higher education, nothing matters except excellence. All academic appointments must be made on merit only.
There is no scope for politicisation in education. There is no scope for either saffronisation or redification of education.
Education must be value neutral. But value education is important.

I think that a lot more discussion on education is necessary. As Brecht who said, "Hungry man, reach for the book, it
is your weapon.", and as Paulo Freire who taught the poor people in the jungles of Latin America, we must develop the
pedagogy of the oppressed. We must give the oppressed people of this country a new weapon in the shape of education.

SK. SAIDUL HAQUE (BARDHMAN-DURGAPUR): Mr. Chairman, Sir, a uniform educational pattern does not mean
centralization of education. India is a country with diverse cultures, diverse social backgrounds and diverse social
structures. So, what we can do is make some common guidelines which can be equal to all, but not as strictures to all
States. That is because education is a subject in the Concurrent List meant both for the State and the Centre.

As regards a common uniform system of education, the first education policy of the country was framed in the year 1968
following the recommendation of Kothari Commission of 1964-1966. The Kothari Commission talked of a common school
system and a neighbourhood school system.

In 1986, that is when the National Education Policy came, a uniform structure of school education and curriculum
was thought of. As a result of that, we know that the 10+2 structure has been adopted by all the States. In the case of
curriculum, the National Curriculum Framework of 1985 was framed and later on it was modified in 2005 which sought to
identify certain essential levels of learning for all students, particularly basic knowledge of literature and science, and
common social and human values. That does not mean that it is only a religious and spiritual learning but it is common
human social values.



As Swami Vivekananda said in his time, education is the manifestation of the perfection in the man. That should be
common to every State. That perfection should be created.

As regards the question of uniformity, it was stated in the 1986 policy that uniformity means universal access, universal
enrolment, universal retention and universal achievement of quality education. So, DPEP programme came; SSA programme
came; now, RMSA came. But the question is what should be the target. The target should be to achieve not only quality,
but also quantity and equality. What is the picture now?

I will quote from the report of the HRD Ministry. In 2003, we had a dropout rate in primary school of 34.9 per cent; in upper
primary, it was 52.8 per cent; in 2009-10, it was 62.6 per cent in secondary level. Two years back, NUEPA, National
University of Educational Planning and Administration, brought out a figure stating that till today, in spite of so many
programmes, we have a dropout rate in the primary level to the extent of more than 20 per cent and in upper primary,
including elementary education, it is almost more than 45 per cent. This is the picture today.

In 2005, UNESCO brought out a report which talks about the present position of today. It says that India lacks
infrastructure, there is teacher-absenteeism, high teacher-pupil ratio, and inadequate teaching materials and facilities, etc.
Based on this, when we talk about universal retention and universal enrolment, the first thing is about funding. The Kothari
Commission told that six per cent of the GDP and 10 per cent of the Budget should be spent on education. Kothari
Commission said this in 1966. We are now in 2012. How much are we spending on this? We are not able to reach that
criterion. We need to think about this, and also about the textbook evaluation, etc.

Another important thing is this. We are ourselves making education as two parallel systems — one is education for the rich
and another is education for the poor. In RTE, there is no scope for pre-primary education. What we ourselves are doing?
Our children are going to pre-primary education. In the case of poor and backward class children, there is no scope for pre-
primary education. We are telling that they should be sent to EECC, Early Education and Child Care, which is in ICDS. What
is done in ICDS? st 3t oIRT & 2@l 8| w1 w9l frcell, arsml o1 @I 8kl A I8 sAR s P A dedlc wewn? This is the
problem. My humble submission is this. We are talking about the poor. But I think, there should be an assessment of all the
MPs, MLAs and MLCs of all the States, to find out how many of them are sending their children to the common neighbouring
schools, and how many of them are sending their children to the private English medium schools. That should be surveyed.
Without doing so, we cannot do anything. We have the basic structure of the country.

The Kothari Commission had pointed out this — if there is a parallel system, what will happen is, we will send our children
to the elite schools and they will send their children to the poor school and there will be dropouts. That is why, we do not
want privatization and commercialization of education. The Government had proposed that 6000 model schools will be built
up — 3500 between the States and the Centre and 2500 under PPP mode. What will the private entrepreneurs do? They will
make business out of that. So, we will encourage business in education, as if we are making education as a commodity.
That cannot be done.

Rabindranath Tagore told Jibone Jibonjog - education means man-to-man relationship. That relationship can come only
when we build our common school and neighbouring school system. Otherwise, we cannot do so.

Our country is facing the scourge of illiteracy. We are signatory to 1990 Thailand Declaration and we are signatory to 2000
Senegal-Dhaka Declaration. We have committed there that we shall remove the scourge of illiteracy by 2015. But how shall
we do? Till today, what is the level of illiteracy rate?

MR. CHAIRMAN : Okay, please conclude your speech now.

SK. SAIDUL HAQUE : If we want to remove the scourge of illiteracy, what is needed is we need to encourage the admission
of these children to the schools. That will be the place where the students will grow and then the scourge of illiteracy will
be removed. So, we need to think in that line, to spend more funds on further education, think of having neighbouring
schools; and that should be initiated by us; in our attitude and in our behaviour, we should do that; otherwise, we will talk
about the poor and keep ourselves at a distance from the poor in separate schools.

That is why I say that uniformity means universal enrolment and universal achievement of quality education.
Otherwise, we have no right to talk about the uniform education system.

SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY (DHENKANAL): Sir, I would like to thank my colleague, Shri Shailendra Kumar and our senior
colleague Sumitra Mahajan ji for bringing about a discussion on a very important issue of the 'Need for Uniform Education in
the country'.



As you might be aware, there is a proverb in Latin. Unfortunately, since I cannot speak Latin, I will only read the translation
in English. The proverb says, "We have not inherited the earth from our ancestors. We are borrowing it from our children".

We are in a country where we only dwell on the past. We only speak about what achievements were made by Shah Jahan
or what Babar or Chandragupta Maurya did forgetting that even while we stand here and speak on the floor of this green
carpeted room, this is actually a creation of history. History is created now. It is not something that we have inherited from
the past.

In my opinion, although it may sound a little odd, we are not a federal country. We are a Union of States. We may have one
major religion and many minor religions however, we are as different from each other as crows and sparrows. We have
heard many speakers talk about Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan; talk about Government funding and talk about what the
Government should do. But in the opinion of many people that I have come across in this country even in my State of
Odisha, it is not alone the Government which can transform a society. It is the society itself which should be willing to be
transformed which can bring about the change.

We have many inherent problems. For instance, a huge unwieldy population which puts every project, everything that you
do, as a drop of water in the ocean and it gets lost. Added to that, we have the problem of so many languages and so
many dialects. So, when I sit in this House and hear many colleagues talk about English and Hindi being brought on the
same footing, obviously I think about the Ministers here. What about Telugu, Malayalam, Oriya, Tamil, Bengali, Gujarati and
Kannada? Are they in any way inferior languages? Long before the Aryans came into this sub-continent, long before
Sanskrit came in, we — the dark skinned people like me — are the original inhabitants. We are tribals. We lived here. Our
language, Telugu, Odiya are the languages without a line on top. These are derivatives of Pali, a language which was
spoken and used on this sub-continent long before Sanskrit came and long before the progenies of Sanskrit manifested. So,
this reminds me of what once a great national Leader, Shri C.N. Annadurai had said. He had said that just because a lot of
people speak one language, if you put it down on everybody in a ham-handed manner that this will be the national
language, then what about a lot of crows? Let us make the crow a national bird. So, he had equated common sense with
not just numbers but with knowledge.

In this country today, I am saddened to say that our education system has become a system where we only impart
general information. We are forgetting that information and knowledge are completely different things. It is true that this is
an over-populated subcontinent but many of us are also very confused. We always claim that we are going to be one of the
youngest countries in the world. But you will be surprised to know and people who have travelled to neighbouring countries
like Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Sri Lanka know it that all these countries also have — although they have much smaller
population — a huge youth population. You see them on their streets, in their cities and in their rural areas. It is all young
boys and girls who are on the streets. They do not rape their women. They do not become hoodlums. They do not go into
hospitals and shot patients. They are conscious of their national identities.

But today we have very successfully after Independence managed to create a country which has lost its national
identity. It is absurd to speak that we are descendants of a great culture. What is the culture? We have to think of our
children now and decide what we want to offer them. In India today we have, for instance, two major systems. One is
CBSE and another is ICSE. The CBSE has more of a subjective thing. You have to appear for examination. You will become
an IAS or IPS officer. You are taught how to ride horses or fire to weapon, how to become a babu without ever being
taught how to be perceptive; how to be humane as a human being; and how to be taking decisions. You must be
encountering many such people in your career. We also do that. They are people who are not taught how to take decisions
in their lives.

The country today detests politicians. But I am proud to say that all these people sitting here — everybody from that
side to this side — are people who are willing to wager their careers and to wager their lives for what they believe in. It is
not only a belief in say 2G or CWG or @i Sfi- aai Sfty It is also a belief in the love for the country. We do not know what
tomorrow holds for us but we take our own decisions. We risk our lives and we are facing the people. That uniqueness of a
politician is not appreciated in this country because at large we are not teaching our children how to be independent, how
to be thinkers and how to fight not only for their rights but to understand their responsibilities towards the nation and
towards the society.

We have failed in teaching our children logical thinking. An earlier speaker had mentioned that our children are being
crammed with information as to when did Porus fight Alexander; what happened to Shah Jahan; who created the Qutub
Minar and details like that.
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But when children ask us as to what relevance will it have in their lives, we are at a loss to answer them. It is because we
are not teaching our children to think logically and take decisions and be capable to face the consequences of those
decisions. That is what is most important for a nation like ours which hopes to be one amongst the international
players...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN : You may kindly take your seat now. Your time is over.

Hon. Members, it is six o'clock now. If the House agrees, then we can continue this discussion on some other day and now
we can take up *Zero Hour' matters.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Sir, yes.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri K. Sugumar.



