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Title: Discussion on the motion for consideration of the Provision of Social Security to Senior Citizens Bill, 2010 (Discussion
not concluded).

MADAM CHAIRMAN: The House shall now take up Item No. 76. Shri J.P. Agarwal.
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SHRI S. SEMMALAI (SALEM): Thank you Madam Chairperson for giving me this opportunity to speak on the Provision of
Social Security to Senior Citizens Bill initiated by hon. and senior Member, Shri J.P. Agarwal.

Madam, at the outset I would like to appreciate the efforts of the hon. Member, Shri J.P.Agarwal for bringing about such an
excellent Bill pertaining to the welfare of senior citizens. Now a days, social security to senior citizens has become very
essential. By 2050 nearly one-fifths of the world population will be above 60 years of which India the proportion would be
around 24 per cent. Thanks to the increase in the average life expectancy. Generally, senior citizens suffer from economic
insecurity, physical and psychological problems and also psycho social problems. The existing old age pension scheme does
not meet fully the needs of the elderly people. Solitude, neglect, indifference and abuse are some of the problems that
elders in our country today are faced with.

A recent survey conducted by Help Age India reveals that the elderly people face abuse from their own family members. In
Calcutta, 40 per cent of the elders are facing abuse; in Delhi 30 per cent of the elders are facing abuse from their own
family members. The percentages in Mumbai and Chennai are 29.46 and 27.56 respectively. Disappearance of joint family
systems, Westernised way of living is some of the factors that push elders to lead a miserable life. Economic prosperity is
also one of the reasons. Disrespect, neglect and verbal abuse are faced by elders very often. The provisions of the existing
law, namely, Maintenance and welfare of parents and senior citizens Act, 2007 does not give adequate security to the
elderly persons. That is why, I support this Bill it has been brought by hon. Member, Shri J.PAgarwal and it has paved the

way to fulfil the directions of the General Assembly of the United Nations.

Madam, hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Puratchi Thalaivi has doubled the old age pension from Rs. 500 to Rs. 1,000. But
the Central Government is providing only Rs. 200 per month. I would like to request the Central Government to emulate the
path shown by the hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu and enhance the OAP from Rs. 200 to Rs. 1000. Now, under the OAPR,
an old age pensioner can get only Rs. 6.60 per day. It is very pitiable and meagre. How can one person manage with a
meagre amount of Rs. 6.60 per day? The hon. Minister, Shri Jairam Ramesh once said that it was an insult to the dignity of
our nation. The Government may think over the plight of such persons. Our rich cultural values are on the wane.
Disintegration of families is the order of the day. As average life span increases, the senior citizens, the grey haired men
and women will be more in humbers in our country. Consequently, need for providing social security to the senior citizens
has become more essential.

As the need arises, we need more Geriatricians, the doctors. Counselling and healing touch centres for the elderly people
have to be set up as our hon. Member Shri Jai Prakash Agarwal has said just now. Both the Centre and the States have to
formulate and chalk out social welfare measures to the aging persons. On the evening days of life, the elders need affection
and bondage. They need nothing but affection and bondage. So, it is the healing medicine for them. In their old age,



affection and bondage given by their children is the healing medicine to them.

So, in fine, I support the Bill and I would like to conclude my speech with these words which is for all: "The best thing you
can do for your elders is to spend your leisure time with them."

With these words, I conclude my speech.
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