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Title: Need to open more procurement centres for paddy in the country.

MADAM SPEAKER: Now, we will take Zero-Hour matters.
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12.12 hrs.

At this stage Shri Shailendra Kumar, Shri Neeraj Shekhar, Shri Lalu Prasad and some other hon. Members came and stood on the
floor near the Table.
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12.13 hrs.

At this stage Shri Shailendra Kumar, Shri Neeraj Shekhar, Shri Lalu Prasad and some other hon. Members went back to their
seats.
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THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM): Madam Speaker, I share the concern of the hon. Members. Our
farmers are growing more paddy year after year. They are offering more paddy to the Central pool; FCI has been directed
to purchase the paddy that is offered. But senior leaders, the hon. Members have pointed out that there are deficiencies in
purchasing. ...(Interruptions)
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SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM: I understood. I am answering it. ...(Interruptions) I am answering it. ...(Interruptions)
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SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM: Madam, they have pointed out various deficiencies like not enough purchasing centers, not
purchasing enough paddy, rejecting paddy on the ground of not meeting the standards and not enough storages. These are
the deficiencies that they are pointing out. I take note of these deficiencies. I will convey it to the Minister concerned and
we will call a meeting of the State Governments and officers concerned and try to remove these deficiencies as early as
possible.

MADAM SPEAKER: Shri P. Karunakaran.
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12.16 hrs.

At this stage Shri Lalu Prasad, Shri Shailendra Kumar and some other hon. Members came and stood on the floor near the Table.

MADAM SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned to meet again at 2.00 p.m.
12.17 hrs

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Fourteen of the Clock.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Now, the House will take up Item No.11.
...(Interruptions)
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THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, I said in the morning that I share the
concern of the hon. Members and I would convey it to the Minister concerned....(Interruptions)

Shri Lalu ji has said about it in the morning. In the morning itself, it was over....(Interruptions)
IUTEAST ABIGA : Gl AGI dle b 3|
&€ (caeron)
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SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM: We cannot have a debate on this....(Interruptions)

AN HON. MEMBER: Let the reply come....(Interruptions)

SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM: I said in the morning that I share the concern of the hon. Members....(Interruptions)
3. 2gder Y16 Ris : %3 odt acien, 3y st ard oft ot s ... (aeer)

SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM: You cannot come and speak whenever you like to speak. Shri Lalu ji has spoken. Sir, please tell
him that Shri Lalu ji has spoken in the morning.

3ureRIgl ALIG * il it dict gb & 3l Rpeol Ay dicidr?
&€} (caaren)

IUTEST HBIGA + 3MUD ol I click it et b 3



&€ | (corderrot )
SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM: Dr Raghuvansh Prasad Singh, Shri Lalu ji spoke in the morning....(Interruptions)
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€| (caaeror)

SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM: Sir, every Member cannot speak on every subject. I have already assured the House that the
feelings of the Members would be conveyed to the Minister concerned.&€| (Interruptions) The Minister will be requested to
take a meeting of the State Government officials, the FCI officials and even Members of Parliament in the area. We will try
to remove all the deficiencies to the farmers so that the farmers do not suffer....( Interruptions) 1 understand the Minister
had already held a meeting this morning. He will hold further meetings to resolve the problem. I do not think everybody
would need to speak on every subject. ...(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Hon. Minister.

SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM: Sir, I beg to move the Enforcement of Security Interests and Recovery of Debt Laws Billa€;.
(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: He has already replied to it.
...(Interruptions)
IureRIgl ABIcA + Fcfl Sft of Srara S e & s1u cllel A6 SIsw| S ordl 8 b Asft g~ |t
G€ | (carerror)

SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM: The Chair has called me. I have already said that I share the concern of the hon.
Members.a€| (Interruptions) Can every Member speak on every subject?...(Interryptions)

IUTERIST ABIG 31U ¢lIv] PUI BIP Jo SIS
€| (e
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14.30 hrs

The Lok Sabha re-assembled at Thirty Minutes past
Fourteen of the Clock.

(Shri P.C. Chacko in the Chair)



SUBMISSION BY MEMBERS

Re: Need to open more procurement centres for paddy in the country- Contd.

14.30A Y4 hrs.

At this stage, Shri Shailendra Kumar and some other hon. Members came
and stood on the floor near the Table.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Go back to your seats.
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: All the party leaders have participated in this discussion and the Minister has given a detailed reply.
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: 'Zero Hour' submission cannot be made into a discussion.
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mulayam Singh ji, the Minister has given a detailed reply that the matter will be brought to the notice of
the concerned Minister and a conference will be called and action will be taken. More than this, nothing can be taken.

...(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please go back to your seats.

...(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: We cannot go like this.

...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now discussion on Item 11, Shri Dushyant Singh.

...(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please go back to your seats.

...(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Mulayam Singh ji raised this issue.

...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Minister is on his way, I am told. In another 10 minutes the Minister will be here. Please allow
the other Item to be taken up. As soon as the Minister comes, he will reply.

...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: This is not right.
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, please go back to your seats. The Minister has come.
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please resume your seats. The hon. Minister is here.



...(Interruptions)
14.34 hrs
At this stage, Shri Shailendra Kumar and some other hon. Members
went back to their seats.
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: See, this is a 'Zero Hour' submission and we cannot expect the Government to come with the ready reply.
But at the same time, this being a very important issue raised from all sides of the House, I asked the hon. Minister to give
a reply to this. You please listen to that.

...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: We cannot allow any discussion at this stage. Please take your seat.
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Ram Chandra Dome, Please take your seat.
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please take your seat.

...(Interruptions)

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V.
THOMAS): Sir, I was in the other House, in Rajya Sabha, and sitting there. I just came to know that Mulayam Singh ji has
raised this issue. Mulayam Singh ji had called me a few days back and a delegation came to me. We had a detailed
discussion. We are sending a high level team to UP. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI SYED SHAHNAWAZ HUSSAIN (BHAGALPUR): Why not in Bihar?...(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Shahnawaz ji, let him complete then you can speak.
...(Interruptions)

PROF. K.V. THOMAS: I am starting with UP and then come to Bihar. Please give me some time. ...(Interruptions) 1 can
answer one by one. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please take your seats.
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Ram Chandra Dome, Please take your seat. Let the Minister to explain. Please do not disturb him.
...(Interruptions)

PROF. K.V. THOMAS: If you allow me, I will answer one by one. I am prepared to answer all the questions.
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister, Mr. Mulayam Singh Yadav Jji, Lalu Prasad Yadav ji, Shahnawaz Hussain ji and many hon.
Members have raised this issue. Please mention those States and what you are going to do.

PROF. K.V. THOMAS: I will answer all the questions one by one. As it is a procurement season, fortunately we have got the
highest production in the country. Highest procurement is going on. It is a serious issue.

A few days back, Mulayam Singh ji called me over the phone at night. He sent a high level team of MPs. They had come and
met me day before yesterday and today also. After our discussions, we have decided first to check the quality. In quality



we cannot compromise. To check the quality, we are sending a team today itself to UP. The team has been approved by
the UP Government also. Secondly, there will be a discussion on Monday with all the senior officers of UP and our senior
officers have to find out the mechanism for procurement. As you know, the procurement is taking place in every part of the
country. We will find out the solution. We have been deputing more FCI staff, specially, quality control staff, to UP so that

this issue can be settled.

Then, when this Session is over, our senior Secretary will be going to UP. He will discuss with the UP officers and find out a
solution. Finally, if there is something remains then I myself will go to UP and discuss with the Chief Minister and find out
the solution. ...(Interruptions)

Now, I am coming to Bihar. The hon. Chief Minister was here. He met Agricultural Minister and me also. We have had a
threadbare discussion on this issue. All the problems have been discussed. Solutions will be found out very soon. Our senior
secretaries will be going to Bihar and they will find out a solution. What I could understand is that the hon. Chief Minister
was satisfied with that. This discussion took place about two days back.

Now, I come to West Bengal. I just have the information about the problem of West Bengal. We are sending our officers to
West Bengal. Even last year also, hon. Members know, I sent a team. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Silence please.

...(Interruptions)
PROF. K.V. THOMAS: Last year also, we had been discussing this issue with the hon. Members.
PROF. SAUGATA ROY (DUM DUM): Yes, I myself was there.

PROF. K.V. THOMAS: I discussed with him. The problem is this. In this season or in the last season, this is the best
production. The production has happened at such a higher level. The MSP has been raised. The States are announcing
bonus. As a result, the private trade, which has been procuring about 40 per cent, in not in the field. The Government is
procuring more than 47 per cent. Usually, Government procures only 25 per cent. You should talk with Chidambaram ji on
this issue. There is an unending procurement so we have to find out a solution. Last season, we had procured 80 million
tonnes but what we needed was only 55 million tonnes. But we have allowed export. Export is going on from the Central
Pool. Export is done by the private people. For export also, there is a subsidy component; you have to find out the subsidy
component.

As regards OMSS, usually every year we release about 20 lakh tonnes or 25 lakh tonnes. Already 30 lakh tonnes have been
released, and 70 lakh tonnes are to be released now. Sir what I am saying is that there is a huge subsidy.
...(Interruptions)

Coming to West Bengal, the hon. Members from West Bengal know that last year we had sent a team and it discussed with
the State Government; and if there is any problem in procurement, we will solve it. They have just started procurement in
West Bengal. They are doing a good job. Whatever assistance is needed from our side, we will give.

Coming to Odisha also, ...(Interruptions)
DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME (BOLPUR): Many farmers have committed suicide. ...(Interruptions)

PROF. K.\V. THOMAS: That is a different issue. ...( Interruptions) I am coming to Orissa. I want to assure every State that
...(Interruptions)

DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME : More than hundred farmers have committed suicide. ...(Interruptions)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PERSONNEL, PUBLIC GRIEVANCES AND PENSIONS AND MINISTER OF
STATE IN THE PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE (SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY): Do not bring your Bengal politics here.
...(Interruptions) He is telling that the farmers are committing suicide in West Bengal. The Trinamool Congress MPs should
deny it. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Dome, allow the hon. Minister to complete his speech.
...(Interruptions)

PROF. K.V. THOMAS: Sir, as far as Odisha and other producing States are concerned, we are ...(Interruptions)



MR. CHAIRMAN: He has given a detailed reply. You should be satisfied with that. Please take your seat.
...(Interruptions)

PROF. K.V. THOMAS: For every State, there is production. We will monitor the situation. Whatever assistance is needed for
FCI, that will be given. There would not be any dearth of that. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, we have a very detailed reply from the Minister.
...(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, it cannot go on like this.

...(Interruptions)

oft AP Ris aca (Siog): St s I3t S govt 8, 33 SHRI ol A B2 f&r? uad Al 33 doR b2 forn, DI ot ordt urft srft
3tz 3@ 3t aract @ R¥oiae @2 &= 3| asi Uz o1 ot storret freT Ffere et Tdtgar & fére dwrR & ordl 3 ...(=Iaea)

PROF. K.V. THOMAS: Shri Mulayam Singh ji, today morning I discussed with your senior Members of Parliament and this
issue was sorted out. So, our team is going today itself. But we should also understand that there cannot be any
compromise on quality.

off A1 RiE AIca : 31U TG DI AD DR Tiol?

PROF. K.V. THOMAS: I am sending the team and the members of that team are acceptable to you. I suggested the team
members and they are also acceptable to you. ...(Interruptions)

PROF. SAUGATA RQY : Mr. Chairman, Sir, I would like to seek one clarification from the hon. Minister.

Sir, I am happy that the hon. Minister has come forward and tried to assuage the feelings of the Members of all sides of
this House, who are agitated about the procurement of rice in the country. West Bengal is the first in rice production in the
whole country.

I would like to put only one question. Dr. Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar and myself just spoke to the West Bengal Food Minister to
find out whether there was any problem in procurement. Shri Mulayam Singh mentioned about the problem in Uttar Pradesh
that FCI was rejecting it on the basis of quality, too much moisture. That problem is not there in West Bengal but there is a
general demand — FCI is paying Rs.1,250 per quintal — for raising this price to Rs.1,350 per quintal. Would the hon. Food
Minister kindly consider that? That is the only question. There are no other questions. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: That has already been replied.

Now, we are moving to item no. 11. Shri Dushyant Singh.
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Prof. Saugata Roy, price revision cannot be announced by the hon. Minister here. You know that.
...(Interruptions)

PROF. SAUGATA ROQY : Mr. Minister, I pray you to consider this. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: They are discussing it with the State Government. Please take your seat.
...(Interruptions)
3. yIvol AR urcAmd (saerar): ¥ & du2 @ 3 Sl 23is & of ... (cugeror)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, we are moving to item no. 11. Shri Dushyant Singh.






