>

Title: Combined discussion on the Budget (Railways) 2012-13; Demands for Grants in respect of Budget (Railways) for
2012-13; Supplementary Demands for Grants in respect of Budget (Railways) for 2011-12 and Demands for Excess Grants
in respect of Budget (Railways) for 2009-10.

MADAM SPEAKER: Motion move:

"That the respective sums not exceeding the amounts shown in the third column of the Order Paper be
granted to the President of India, out of the Consolidated Fund of India, on account, for or towards defraying

the charges during the year ending the 315t day of March, 2013 in respect of the heads of Demands entered in
the second column thereof against Demand Nos. 1 to 16."

DEMANDS LIST

"That the supplementary sums not exceeding the amounts shown in the third column of the Order Paper be
granted to the President of India, out of the Consolidated Fund of India, to defray the charges that will come in

course of payment during the year ending the 315t day of March, 2012, in respect of the heads of Demands
entered in the second column thereof against Demand Nos. 6, 8 to 13 and 16."

DEMANDS LIST

"That the respective excess sums not exceeding the amounts shown in the third column of the Order Paper be
granted to the President of India, out of the Consolidated Fund of India, to make good the excess on the

respective grants during the year ended on the 315t day of March, 2010, in respect of the heads of Demands
entered in the second column thereof against Demand Nos. 4 to 6,8,9,12,13 and 15."

DEMANDS LIST

ofierclt ARy A1esTet (309kR): FreTollT s1eIst FBIGRM Sft, el Tolc U2 3ol AR ®KP ®al B e & smefl urdt & aw 3 x=t 58 §) A2 ot
31 w15 o1 281 8 fp areaa 3 33 39T P sirerI 3 9 uscell AR v wgd & selidi-oRta Reftr o1 A ©2 3@ 3. (Riawer)

31EAST HBIGAT : DU 9L Bl SIISA| PURM MU A 3MUA I AT Dol 6 Difdre
&€ (caaurar)
off 9iclog waR (wlomedl): AR I, st o1 alieT w2 14 et 712 31, ...(=aeroT)
3TEAGT ABIGAT & 31U AG SIS
G€ | (czraeren)
3reRIel Aeic | 3t s1u do SIse; MU eller do SISy
G€ | (czraeren)

ofiareit ARG HBISTA & 3AST IBIGAT, AR 31 3T dgd 8l 3ferel ulafer s Sor 31 Uat & 38t &) v a1 IS! AB A9ST I oldl 3l &t & fp o
P! A ©%| MUl 8t A Dol &) Sl il St ca-2a9 D WA Al P D W U, Ioslol Vellol e e b Jerd elisel wR Hld
Tlior! ordl 3, Siret 3, A Stater 8, Aifdser g3 aRn’?. .. (e



oft af¥et urow (sredcIaNc ud): dAsH, 3 a1S Al f3AP9I6l SI-aR € €16 B3 o) 3¢l ad] Sft s ot ... (atmer)
oft 3toicl R (do1ciz <féor): disa, Ape I St 6 IJyas ouer A bl 3. (@)
off af¥ot utowm : AsH, yferust A AR usct awr A &t &, FAdl Sft sl ol 3)... (o)
31&AST ABIGAI & 311 I8 &, SADI &1 eI ToIISY

3€ | (cacrerror)
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.H. MUNIYAPPA): I will answer. ...(Interruptions)
SHRI ANANTH KUMAR : Madam Speaker, where is Shri Mukul Roy? He is the Cabinet Minister ...(Interruptions)
SHRI K.H. MUNIYAPPA: He is coming. ...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: All right. Let her continue.

...(Interruptions)

SHRI ANANTH KUMAR: It is a very important debate. ...(Interruptions)
SHRI K.H. MUNIYAPPA: Shri Ananta Kumar ji, he is coming. ...(Interruptions)

He is in the Rajya Sabha. He is being introduced in the other House. . ...(Interruptions) Please allow me to speak.
...(Interruptions) 1 would like to say something. ...(Interruptions)

MADAM SPEAKER: Hon. Minister of State is saying something. Please listen.
...(Interruptions)
3[€A81 ABIGI : T8 PB DB I3 3, Jolch!I Il AfoTw
€| (caaerrar)

SHRI K.H. MUNIYAPPA: Madam Speaker, the hon. Prime Minister is introducing the Minister of Railways in the Rajya Sabha.
...(Interruptions) Madam, introduction of the Minister of Railways is being done in the Rajya Sabha. The hon. Minister of
Railways will come here shortly. ...(Interruptions)

31181 HBICAT & 31U lIoT 46 SIISY,

a€| (caqerror)

oft stoid AR : disd, [iforxe: DI usell 1ol &, old! Acol G Aol oIl ALY SE (AP I8 oldl 3 3, BI3A TSolol DISIY, Iold! Yellsy 3R
b2 B acse,...(demo)

MADAM SPEAKER: Please sit down. His introduction is being done in the Rajya Sabha. That is what I understand. He will
join here shortly. The Minister of State in the Ministry of Railways is also competent. You also know about it. smu g ®ifore,
qg 3l SIoa),

3| (cagerret)
ofl 316id AR  IoIdDI SCISA9IEl 9= 3 Bloll AT ... (RAqeIor)

MADAM SPEAKER: Let us not waste the time of the House. smu g &ifem;

...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: That is not an issue.

...(Interruptions)
off 316l AR : AsH, 33 AUDI Yieaolel 312 3BTV AL IoIdp! AT YCIISY; ... (Rt

MADAM SPEAKER: Yes, hon. Minister of State. Do you want to say something?



...(Interruptions)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY):
Madam Speaker, he has come now. He was in the Rajya Sabha. ...(Interruptions)

31€A8I ABICA = SIb 3, &l oI 31U Ad ol ST,

€| (caaerror)
IEAST HBIGAT = 31T 3T A} Sft 311 s1e &, 31 3y cller AfSw,

€| (caerrar)
MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing else will go on record. Please sit down.

(Interruptions) €] *
MADAM SPEAKER: Please take your seats. Shrimati Sumitra Mahajan, you continue your speech now.
...(Interruptions)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY):
Madam, it is because of a system that the new Minister is taken for introduction to Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha both.
Accordingly, Mr. Mukul Roy was in the Rajya Sabha. The hon. Prime Minister introduced him; and for which there has been
a delay of three to four minutes. Now, the hon. Minister has come here. I do not know why the major Opposition party is
creating such a problem....(Interruptions) Mr. Mukul Roy is already here, now....(Interruptions)

31e=I8T ABIGAT: 3MUhT 3uoit urct &t ATeTotlRT A=A diet &t 3, 308 dl f$3ed of B2 3 3 AG Y,
...( o)
MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing else will go in record.
(Interruptions) G€;'»
ofiercit ARy srarstar (3031R): e 3 et Ficfl Sft o waon asd 3

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MUKUL RQY) Madam, I have been introduced by the Prime Minister in the Rajya
Sabha at 1200 hours. I was there; and as and when it was completed, I rushed to the Lok Sabha.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Thank you.

3IEAGT HBAGATL: 31 JBIT ABISIol il DI dictol SIY|

ofiareit AT HBISIGT © ATl 3reAST ABIGR, ol€ IeT el Sl DI 391 IAPK Dl 8| 9 AB IAAT 2t ol b [ A3 aR-arR ud et #icf} Sit of s
D3I, 96 DB, AS Dol TS9N Gd 3T A} Sff of g5 Sliz-9ile 3 36l 3l Tl IITUYI 3 el ol 5 eI elrsel 2 #ila Id®r oidl 8, Siret 3 Al Sislet
8| a1 g 9131 AT DI JoBiol BAIY AWl A I 3R I g Pl a1 3 b v YR A P dKdl S acla Jorchl P & Shiaw 3 us a1 399l
2 fop o1 a1 Fid} Sft sof ardl @l «iet 3 ¥,

311 o1 et wste Ul g3ll, 3 33 WR dlietol A Uscl v Dol dlgoall| Sid A JAUe bl As JDR dofl &, Ad A AHASI oldl 31 28l & b $Slol Al Yelrol
FA St Trctror &t DIfSrer B2 3B 3, SISt DY 3P A Sirot bl DIfdrer A F, Afdpor woft DI Aot At Jar 3 3hi a1t DY Apor b Difdrer Bt 3
oI Doft PIS 3ueil TcensSt b Dufcicd fordIctor ot epTht Sar 8 b 3 3IU6l DI 3IcTel B0l 33 YDIR DI ReIfel 331 IRPR bt al 28t 3 cifdpor
fusser gl-dlet ot Al 3iR oft arra Raifer 21 o5 eft) YT soic Uor B0t B ga w6 et et et 6t =1s Reifer 31 o 6 7= v Boct fbear & sior
DI #XST AG 30 RN, PP 3R ol qie &= Sirer 8 ik el Sir 3 - AR &1 S =1 815 &= Sie fusdl gl-die o1 ao A& 3smis ot
ferfey aeredt 281 & Aost 3 oIl 311 @I &l b B Il dolc U2 dl sileidl] A dART @2 8t oft, cifdpot erst o1dl ur 2t oft fob b el F=t
dictet & 3l fap2rdt RedIcrt ATerd2 3ol aId Badil 8| s Reifer IeT Jiqiert bl 3l 58 oft 3liz JePR &I st 31 o et

& uscl ot ST g & il fUwel 3Mo-GT Alel 3 AB S 38 8 b S it et asle U9l Bl 8, Gor Pl 3Mst il & b As g S9I I SISl 8ol U2
ST I A6l I FY, U S9I b fAPRI Bl AWl IX BT 3T ToIc 3TN Afpel S0l 3 A6 3MIAI 2 b 319 8ft 3T soie Yot e 8 dl ool 3
o5 - &, I3t urct sl IR YS9l s Yrefdrepar w2, a6 3 SRR firetr, P Tar Al 3 Al Sor B W2 I AN $APT BRI S Bl & b 3T Tole
dl QoI STl 8, cifcbol reIfdbdle Aad-Add dealdl 3adl 8

Sil 3eT SSiC 8 A1 gt ATl 3T &, As iR srefoarazen & fore ua siceie ascayut ofdrmt foramrdt 8 cifdpot areea 3 Gaar S dl ddet
cllp-c]9TIdol NI, 3MUol-3MUol 81, 31 AT Sol DI B AT Al FoIdP2 3¢l ToIC B SIFT 3| SARTY TP AYUT IeT STPRICAD A7 UR AT



ust 3| 713t ot e 8 b o ud et #icf} Sft bl arle oF a1 ol oF wiifs peft-opeft Afddwer da s sl 2 ciftper T ardl 3 Al Jorbl arle
©olt usell) i ud i} Aroroiler feotar Sit I IRIssl Dxdl € b Ioadlol dacl ol &l oldl Aar dfcd Iodiol G TIAUS DAL ST TollS|
DA ToITD2 B AlSoISNIT 3T I IURT Bt zfie A Rrar far AIfds cavsi-cast 3t A ufveiisoms ordf Joft oS stz vas 2iyul Yer 6t zfee
fdar 2l a8 Sloll it off BaA12 Aol & 3iie A Gloil Rl ALeTofir sreas it & 18l ue &t g clfdbol It gRealIA bl Sil dlcd & dge IRIeID
3, 3o1d gaa Aldell US| $AHA Sl HAloToRI 3ifoTct DIPIS®2 A Bl B 3 Sl usen arrr 3oalar dienr 3 "The financial state of Indian
Railways is at the brink of collapse unless some concrete measures are taken." =z ara ar 3salar @t ¢t 6 fpar A8 A a6 g3
I U it ot i feifer 3 3,

gt DI 3 amorotter Jr-fiqiet sie 330t ol oft aga A vaeteRf ¥ 3w 3, Sodker oft St At et &, awft F 33 A P weon argsh "At
present, the Indian Railways is close to falling into the vicious circle of diminishing efficiency, falling safety standards,
eroding share in national freight and passenger traffic and possibly ending up as a burden on the national economy instead
of being its bulwark and vital support." areft Jmid w0t & gore A Yerd bt Bafer auet 8 srft 3 DET B 6 yqfts B are 34 dar 3,
"sFecfidicore w1 ot @ oft st Dl 3| sAfee v yP disensoloret Gl Arsten Jorrs oRft BRI 15 Wi ef¥rer fiqier wact of dore &, aga
3rcdl ar 3 Afdpot 15 wiapr ef¥erret 3 fapen aemr 3 fop ¥et ekt Sft s1uol 3t goic 3 wad 3 &6 s forw 5.60 cira s FUA <Pk 3PR & U
T35 A $A U2 3WICT 31 IR DI 1ol 3P fo1e 3ot syt 3f 124t daailer istolr ot Sit efledivr-ud, & 33T IccrA fipen 3) 3} I Do
g 5 A 50 era oI5 Fu B forder i Aistenr Uy Sor B efte 3 3 FHrwEt A 25 ara w3s Fu sl Aace 3, 25 g TS FW IRDR B
ORI WRE-IBRE D& B8 d Ul D2 38 & [ 18 oI oS 3wl Aft 10 yfererd Jerd @t Rrclen, a8 Iordh 3Msir &) A3t 3MSIr d Yerrol Jcft
1 [ Aol A 5 R BAs I B SAfRIRD ABRIAT Bt B2 28 8| VAT DD UP dgd Is1 DoldR Aol &I a1 31l 3 31 sauet dl v
Dal6ll A6 3Kl 8| Ul St b 2 P Us Ol Daloll Dl Al 3l &) Tl SR A dgd 3G DI dId D2 3B & [ U AW 3IR SR §cdl| DI a1 o
RPN DI o1dl Strerer 3 @18 2020 fistor &1 @ 3oaior 1 3 fstor 2020, vaeiud wafeeit &t fdicet siiz Yo st wat 3 o5 st ot and ot
g a1 g fostar 2020 a3 Aret 3 9 oot b fore 14 ora 1S FUI Dl saeaddr 3) 3ids dl 9gd 95-aS & 8) $3epT aicerd gan 5 gferan
1.4 ara o35 U, Aoroitr ddt Sft, et s B1er 3 S doic &, 60 3olR 2 TS Iuv A 42 yitrord PR 3 B A ard o2, dl @@
Ben? 3| i Sft of @ Al ISt IRGR ®al oft, ATereI fEoter Sft of b ase & Fele B DI, BFara A DY) Afdpel Jelc Al 368! DI ool 316
bl P oI8l 8l Url| 3ol A Al U= AlToll USaI|

3 TSt-aS! Arstol Al Toirfl, vaRud Pardt sft gorrfl, cifdpot et o ARl 3 a1er 3 wRI 37 TRIud BIct of IFsd Al ggd g &, Ied Top b
sIeT gt eft, Je1d yell ot st wodt efty a1 gdton svil 3 e 316 & fob A YD SIel FSIRT ¥erd Yol Bl goifer 81 o1 & ol 3/ Jotadl Sioi oft
18l wgsll, goifer 81 1S &) 3/ AP 1w a8 e & fp 63212 s sur aifdy AwcH yfer ad 12642 o2ls Sur & SIaeaddr &) 31U 3Mdcol
fiperon @2 33 & meft St a4t a1 2l 3@ &, Y1 B JeR Y, I8 A aer 3= g st sidcat bt fopen 8 6467 @3S FUw M e $A AT
1| 3Tl 3Mel, Alfdpel A fopdelr Bdr 3, ag Al 8 A A 3| 3Mdcal T3-a3 2l &, dal AR Afifer s/ Swadl &, fasss v
fepetolt, wargaIet BdIe faprell Al aRARIPAT AMPI6! 3L 3

Reaifeier Sefioplar & fore uia arar 3 39110 w25 Buw &f smaeersdr 3) el gftr adf 7822 ois »ue aifde, sidca febder feper & 2002
DAS UL fopn &) airdest aI yferord SRau b 831 R ol ared 37 sR-IRUG Rafer ad Joft, S f usd gu Al Afdensil dao Imrll, datart
eIl bf a1 I 3 sMids] W Al ofdl Sell asdl g, ciftbol 361b 3l TN 3 bl B 3, A6 3 SRaw; T 41 3 sl e Joie
9ITHIVT 3 98 & 33 8 3l 3181 & 33 3 b g1aIdl Ieagiel 3 Sloll ardl & fore Al Jfren 3l b2 sme! wetarfsll P fore) s3@t Ioalel dal 3 b
Areff Yferemsil & fere oI golc 3 762 o315 Fuu fGu aw I, i s IR 1102 o315 Suw & @I § Al SAGT & 23T g died aul 3 sl o= b=, a8
ol Aol aretl @ &) b2 Ioslol wal & b Sil DRt &, 3old fe1e DRIz i JerR 3ii2 s18 A i DS AR olf3fsr wictel bl ard g3 oft, Astoer
&t a1 33 oft, vorgel Afder B ara 53 oft, 3 ADIol D a1 g3 eft) s W I 717 BAs Fuw T J, 337 IR Torn 3, 1381 2As) afdper
TE AT PIA-DA] S 3B UG 3, A A PIANRI Dl Soll A & AR PIdR! AT 3 DRl DA 3, A8 I & Al A 3, Tifcpol =
{2 U WA A 311 9I5| & FAUGT i Sllcd G | IAH HITD MUl olld2 DI Dl & b ¢ & TSI DI D3I & 32 sAfTe T8 ST &l
38l 8 oo 3 AR Slarefl Uz 81 Aol DI BSI G G) oD A oI dgd g9l BIcll | b2 Jferd s & fob Aot I eI Al § g, cifdvot i 3A
JAFICT D2 DA PN ? I WA DA § [ob 98 v WISt ¢ ST g 3R & WLt A 7 3 diel D2 GIPT 312 T3 3BT copl| SR 9t ol Iq9r
3Id1 2 b acll WISt 2t frel Sirostt ¥R BIA-BA a1 s 3t 3 b ollpe I SIr a® #ff o1t Rrerar 3 33 3t st wetanfRIl & e gar 3
312 ud eI ekt of pal o6 a1 A-A S9N, sRUAret! bt a1 Bd, AbIoll Bl I Bt 3l aAd 3 A ALRABAT 3

cifdpol 3l 812 ekl Sl Dael & b Ppataris=il &I ad Tolrel D AR IR I T 91 &) Dal A Y3 8l 91 il 3 Bl W 31 3R] 87 AS A 3131
93T 31 o1l MKl BISOIfIRICT TSIc BT Sl IeldTel 36101 TPIRN 3, PR 3D gal dIcd D2 dl 336 8ft F acre argelt s b1 avs 3 T W17 534
ATeT S[pATel 8l ofpATel 3 3KI 3| 31 Alel 993 e ol AT AMRIA DI clifdel cPle o, a8 I oidl g3t 3 A 970 2 orn 3l adt Reafer
Tic1e 6t Al o1 ) 3AfTY $A AT BT S Ioalol Bl 3 5 Sit ADe SR AARIA A Tofl 3, a5 13917 o5 Tud wofl 3 arcit 2,322 s Iwr
a1 31 5R 3| 3000 3ts FuR & afchel vaRniRit off 3l oI 3| fih2 wIsoll fifore? 3 P IaR eIl 3T SR A Sl AR Bl 3 3R 3A aR
3oalol @3l b e cifSer aar 1025 #ifee cor aw a@199)| ... (cIatior)

31181 ABICAT & 3T Ficfl St 311 SosY; sy dfSw; s Tat actal ST,
€ | (z=raermon)

off ¢ty dSruneRI & s, s A9 4 aff A 3. (=aum)



ofirett ARG Aol St 3, DI TA ol AR-AR 3 oIl CIPdl TR MGII-SIIGI ATl 39| 3 $A AR 3oIDI Dol & [P & DI DI
5.67 %e eifSsr 1025 i col ad gemes) fusclt ar =g 970 o) 331 I0RI d616l Bl a1 B 3, TSI fprn sft ge1 o1dt e, oat 33l ey 331
9T fib2 At agtol B aId 2 23 2 b 391 IGT0dY 3l AaB A B 3U 3oIdI Dol 3 o da 1,32000 w3ts 3 oft Uz &3 3mWAGA o SLY,
qfchoT BRI SiI 3oalol 11.56 et & 3iie Sl BRI ¥des] Yotae 27.6 yferor 3 3iiz a8 s oI AR o 38 3 b 391 95 3T Db [GIsay
fireR &9 gga sreat & <t ciftpal 3 ugol argoelt b a—I S SUCI9reT I &RITel 31 31 SR 37 do 8ft exet 3 ordt 3 srn 8 fop foperon wigon
3l g oft o=l agen? HESIE DY DA Dol DI BEL ol ofdl o= skl 3

B2 ]l Sft o A Pad 3 b go Do Al Do D) sARI SfuATsT AR 95 yferord Bt SR 3BT DA BID TILs! iR As A Bl D 1w
Aroft 3ricpst B Aot & 1w 3calol a=n fdpenr 37 3 b dId Acel B el 3 cliell A1gell i BT} AT Tael ofRrat dl at a1g) 5 T3y, 5 Txram 4
T3 it off I@TE &, A S@Tor BT &1 =1 o1dl, 31 3A U2 TAl Dol Bl MDA ofdl & FSR dl IAPD fe18 GIRIST Bl 315 cIfdbol 3D UK D TR
oft I8 KT Jo1cb €rol 3 o1dl 31s feb 1A b A 4y fEogarol P rer eixar ganr & &b 6 A ol St A g 38 A oo a1 cfSeT scToll TGILT 32
msﬁaﬂ'ﬂaﬁﬂéﬁm

goaiol 6 A @) ailfiefbdorel SI3t fdpem| arda 3 S/ dolc U9l Blol arell BIdI &, IAAG Ac], AT 23T & Ad AS oldl Dol AIZT cifdbal soalol v
3Iz 6 1t Pl o SARRITGT SRt DI 38 ALl #11S 3 3KIlold gfg bl IA Al ez usel sft e Bl 2 I BT 3| Usel D e} Tart I fp ot
Al ¥et 9 95 JeR o &, BRIG I ele & cifdpol 3 PRI 3oaiol cllfSal G631 ot off; Jorel I <lfSor 91 ot 3li? wars ol &l 3 Wwrr 20 e
ol 1 ARl wrt ¢ sieslae Hiver HRURK 3 wd &, cc + 8+8+2 ao wa1 &= U6 o8t S 6 $op o1 Rrerfer a=nr Sdit? aster slot 6t Refer
3 2391 1 o1dl? AT ilS GG ADA 3 A oldl? 3 &=MIel 3 ofdl 22am el bt fFeufer fpar ymwpre 6t 21 Siesht? Ioalor 531 AW eemet oidl e,
3Iol areTl A 3 -l ARL? 31rel uRRfe A 2l o 8 fop amst 3 g Al 3 Pbact 3ol I B, 32 AR I A 3ol 31 38, 3 B! 3ol arel DI A
3K, 98 Al 3Mel dIell SXBM| 3MST AS AR 9 DI Ferfer 3t o 8 fip a1 3o & Ak &, 31l O o1t A 3| 3, IR Y9I aAfbol Sof B T 3
DI ordl Aadr &) 3AD AP oIl Alacd b AY A DI q=I Bler? A, D AURT DI q=Ir Bon? IA IVRI Jodiol okl 3 oI d@l & iz e A
SRIIGT ClIfSeT B2 WRIGT & f&ar s/ &t AR it St of St fapen &, ag it & eerrer 31 o1df 31 a1 3

6 A @1 Sifefbdborel fben ST 3, 3 Pact e AR deTol bt I &t ofdl &, UB AT A A6 2 b JfSoT 3 BSIYal ABeN ol ol AT
fop21 @2z A 20 uic gerol & ara 3 as 40 wic ad Ses| 3 31 A8 I IGRI SRI 3, Uadl fpcisfics & dfa &t >cia 25 fpeiefies uz Zadt
off 52 50 fepeiefics iz fibz 500 & g gt off) 53 aig 1000 fpciefics & arg 100 fepeiefies 6 3cia gam @t oft) 6 ard @ st
siifefiiporel 3 daa sefldeRIa Rerfer 3 sz gsna &t 100 fpcisfics & Felq 3 6t o8 3| s3p w1000 3 250 fpeiefics 6t el a1 o1
2000 & arg 2001 3 vwaa 2500 fopeisfics &t Feia 311 o Arsit 3PR f&octt A dorciiz Arcers! Sirdl 3 8z side 2297 fbeisfics & smemurT 3
Al A AR Glol drell dusfl a1 =it sfiz 1 fperr 2500 fepeieiles & & 3 Pk s3I #ided 8 b J & 250 fepetpiies & B A
SRAGT Soll USSl| 33 36 A $6ai0l IR 3|

#ABIGAI, B oI 3R & Sl fep=it & earot 3 ol 3IS) #Arel Gells & feru sremr-sictsl eSB! 8idl &, @i, dils 3RRF®D, Wsojol o DR 8Kt 8,
wsoEl Ot 130w HeBR 2l 2 iz 5361 T Dot aldr 3 130u Hefrt et ¢t o w6l s Bssjel W st giel, fercTsal, Getgel, arad, 315
Uz oft 961 330 e 3¢ oM 3 Sield 3 b S G2 a=I &t Sl 3 Al ¢aicers wrRe 15 uRic it Sl 3) 3PR 06 SISt o8 dl udb f[bellse u2
56 31 A Jo1pr &t R TGl 3MU6T AGIWBI SISD2 TP RPISE DI 36l Bh JUT I 3¢ HUT AGIR I A 3l SITUdT, SAoil A6eIS Joof

g ¥ Pacl 3elisl Dt did D2 I8t § 3IR Bl 618l & {ob A it B et 9 18l 3IRM Sl 8l ORI D IR Hcfl &, IoBlol el Al ARRA DI Yol Feft
Sit @1 2 forar sz 3calol UG TARN & 3ioleT Al #AZM B &, cifdsol ICT dIdoidioc Sil DRICT GIdl 3, DRICT cIkdt 3, A U2 Uscl 3l AL AT YGoI bt
CISE el 381 & I sk ABi Sl Walol &, 3018 A &I IR WellocA B fere et o1d Bicion, adf g2 3 elioll uSoN 3iiT 3Id Sid 891 g2 3 PRICH CIRBI dl a8
B3 AGSI TSI 3T HAESII cllol B dIG S ABI Sil fSSTelt bl Iculgal 2ol, a8 &3 fdbdoll AN USel| 3Id S UG AGSI TSI Al $ADI 912 3MRaz 31 fbar uz
ST, 33 31TGat der fabret Sit 3ruot &2t 3 fasicht SICIRISY, el of Bal Iob HU AB I 3MTel 3

ofi af¥el urow : G, AENGal Jfe AT AL &l SR
31eR18l ABIGI & G TR 3l 33T 3, AT Sit, 316 31U oA BT MMUDT AR AA 3l SR 3| ... (AGEIoT)
MADAM SPEAKER: Now, nothing else will go on record.
(Interruptions) €}
31eR18T ABIGAT & 31U il diet 33 3, AL Sft a8 dicidlt [ 3y eI Hifdte

offercit ARy ABISTe & 31 Scoll & Daoll 3 b 53 WA DI €A1l 9 IXToll USSH b We AISTel IBIB2 Sl Pal 3R 3 [ sa1 27.6 yferera
U2 2301 3R a8t st Ulshiorer 3 2891 3T daall & b anf¥az 3 odl of Bl 31 3Gl Uz & 3APT IR usal 3, 36T 3Gt & fere &t
DI T@ofl 3| 3T PRI Al 368 SAGT Joll BB, Si 3T A AT DY U Sil 3¢ A oldl S 3, 31 Rore oft ol of Bdt 3], U
3nfc; 82 <lisl a18el 8l SIRel, s I U2 off & &6t Goll anfdy,

3ie ¥ DAl Gl WIST DD 3Uoll A AAH Dol gl Ud Al sgd yairdl aic} &, A8 w5 3rcel ard & cifcpol BaAUé DCT of UD dId
Bt eft 3l 3B BRI 3 3foIbIold JNFIETST BT sIGel Dol B AT B2 38 & fololdl IcTd AUST 3y, algreret Yo1d a5 FUis arelifsd,
e 3, Ifs Au9lel PRURME, difSiRcd PRUlRG MG YR &) SADI 3K A BT & P aeiarel 9 gal2 Sl Prel Dol dIel clldl & Al
Al q A8 o1t & 3R P B2 ot o1t 38 8| A b 3R P 911 UaT 3l ST 3| BIcTifp i Auet ey AfIfer BT provigd: Sft Ruid
31 3ccrxa 3 b 3oalol [t sieta a1 ot AUl o1t f3p=n o1y Ioihl BIS AcTIB sIcTd Blct 3, VAT 18] &) Icalol 3Meit Ul 3 war & b St



e At ey Afdfer of 1998 3 par er -

"If this Committee were to make only one recommendation, it would be for Indian Railways to rigorously monitor
implementation of safety items already known and languishing at various stages of consideration / execution. The
most serious deficiency in safety matters is that these are inordinately delayed or insufficiently funded.”
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SHRI P.C. CHACKO (THRISSUR): I rise to support the Railway Budget for the year 2012-13 presented before this August
House by the then Railway Minister Mr. Dinesh Trivedi. It is being piloted by our new Railway Minister and I am very glad to
support this Budget. This House has got an opportunity to discuss a Budget which is futuristic, which is growth oriented
and which has taken into consideration all the concerns of the Indian Railways, the third largest Railway network in the
world.

Madam, for the last two days after the Railway Budget was presented before this House, there was a criticism. Today
Shrimati Sumitra Mahajan Ji also was raising some doubts that whom should she address to? Should she address to the
Minister who presented the Railway Budget who is not present in the House? That confusion probably was being spread by
many interested people that the Budget which was presented before this House is not going to be discussed and this



Government is facing a crisis and all these things are being proven wrong.

Madam, in our democratic system, we have a practice that the parties are deciding their Ministers. When a Railway Budget
was presented in this House, that was accepted by this House and by the whole country with an overwhelming opinion in
favour of that. The main Opposition party wanted this Railway Budget to be collapsed. So, they imagined that if the
Minister is subsiding, the Budget will go, knowing fully well that the Budget is the property of the House, whoever is piloting
the Budget, the Budget will be House property and that can be discussed.

Madam, instead of finding the positive aspects of this Budget, probably this political criticism realized that all this criticism
which they built up imaginary fears, which they have created, the rumours which has been spreading over the last two days
is totally belied.

Madam, before I go into the Budget in the background of the criticism against the Budget, I feel that before finding fault
with others, one should look inwards. Especially, some parties should be more worried about themselves than about others
and this Budget which is presented before this House compared to many other Budgets in the past is a Budget which has
taken into account the realities for the situation. The facts which are explained by Smt. Sumitra Mahajan Ji are very
realistic. The requirement of the Indian Railway is huge. The amount required is very huge amount, and here, the charge is
that the money provided is very little.

Madam, this year's Railway Budget is Rs. 1,13,461 crore. We have to compare this Budget with the previous year's Budget,
not that with the requirements. Whether it is the General Budget or the Railway Budget, requirement is so huge and our
resources are limited. Any Minister presenting the Budget will have to take into account the realities what are the
resources which they can mobilize and the fact remains that this Railway Budget of Rs. 60,100 crore is the Plan Budget and
the non-plan is only Rs. 53,000 crore. And we should appreciate the Railway administration because Budget of many States
and even when the hon. Finance Minister presented the Indian Government Budget also, one worrisome factor was that
non-plan expenditure was much more than planned expenditure. Here the plan expenditure is Rs.60,000 crore and non-plan
expenditure is Rs.50,000 crore. At least, over a period of time, in spite of all the shortcomings, in spite of all the problems
of resource mobilisation and meeting all the requirements also, the Railways could keep the balance today also and
Rs.1,13,000 crore is being raised with the Budgetary support also from the internal resource mobilisation and, of course, a
small sum of money is taken from the market as borrowings. So, this measure of Rs.1,13,000 crore is an improvement on
the previous year's Budget.

One thing which we want to appreciate especially, irrespective of the difference of opinion between parties in this House is
that this Budget was prepared on a sound footing, on a sound base. The Minister who presented the Budget said that the
focus was on safety and modernisation. Whenever a rail accident happens, all of us are concerned about the safety aspect.
Some of the tragic accidents which happened in the last one year, are an eye-opener. We cannot afford to go the way we

were going in the past. Safety is of foremost consideration. A Committee was appointed. A Budget can be prepared simply
by compiling all the figures and anybody can make a statement of accounts. But much beyond that, this Budget has drawn
its strength from the two Committees constituted by the Railway Ministry, that is, the Anil Kakodkar Committee and the
Sam Pitroda Committee. The Anil Kakodkar Committee has given a detailed road map about how the safety can be ensured
along with a time-bound programme.

The question may be asked whether we have the money. We should think of investing more in the Railways. Today,
what is happening in the Indian Railways? The Indian Railway system has got 63,974 route kilometres. We are behind to
two other countries only in the world. There are 7,000 stations; 19,000 trains are there; everyday 23 million people are
travelling; and it is carrying 2.5 million kilometres of freight. The requirement of this system of the Indian Railways is very
huge. How are we going to find the money? How are we going to find the resources for this? Here, on the basis of the Anil
Kakodkar Committee, a detailed road map has been prepared. But it needs money. It needs almost Rs. 5 lakh crore for
implementing the safety aspect. At the same time, we are very much concerned about it. The Parliament and the whole
country is concerned about it. As has been said by the Minister who presented the Railway Budget, we want to reach a
zero death situation. We have improved in terms of percentage. But the fact is that we cannot afford to do so. All the un-
manned level crossings in this country are to be eliminated in five years' time. That detailed road map is given. The modern
technology can help the braking system and the signalling system wherever it is to be improved.

Today, constructing of rail network system is very expensive. But if the signalling system is modernised and
automatic signalling system is introduced, the present railway tracks can carry twenty per cent more rolling stock. So, the
modernisation of the railway signalling system is a very important thing for the railways. So, more importance is given to
the modernisation of the signalling system. Safety has been given a pre-dominant role in the whole scheme of things to
come. That modernisation scheme is being prepared by Shri Sam Pitroda. We all know that Shri Sam Pitroda is the father of



the Indian telecom revolution. He is a man of ideas. He has been given the task of drawing up a programme for the
modernisation. A modernisation plan is being drawn out. We need Rs.14 lakh crore for the modernisation of the Indian
Railways. Where would the money come from? We would have to put our heads together and think about it. We cannot
apportion the blame and end up with that. Today, if the Railway is short of anything, it is investment. The marginal
investment which we are making every year will not help the situation. Every year, the major emphasis is on for the new
lines, for the doubling, for the gauge conversion, for the electrification and for the passenger amenities.

What we are able to spend is: Rs.6,878 crore for new lines; Rs.3300 crore for doubling; Rs.1,900 crore for gauge
conversion; Rs.800 crore for electrification; and Rs.1100 crore for passenger amenities. All this comes to a minimum of 20
per cent increase over the last year's spending. What more can a Railway Minister do with the available resources? The
Government of India gave Rs.24,000 crore as gross budgetary support to the Railways. Definitely we can ask more.
Railways needs more.

The Finance Ministry is well aware that the Railway system of India, which is one of the largest in the world, needs
modernisation, needs more safety, needs more investment. But there is a limitation for the Government of India as far as
additional investment is concerned. The gross budgetary support which was Rs.20,000 crore last year has risen to
Rs.24,000 crore this year. From out of the internal resources, from out of the borrowings from the market, from out of the
budgetary support, all these put together, the limitation of the Minister is that this division is becoming quite unsatisfactory.
The marginal increase from the last year's figure to this year's is not at all satisfactory.

Considering the huge requirement of the Indian Railway system, we need more investment. It is there that we have
devised the PPP mode. One can criticise it always, but it is a fact that Indian Railway system has to be developed not only
with the Railways' own resources but with the public-private participation also.

What the state of affairs of our Indian airports was ten to fifteen years back, we all remember. It was severely criticised in
this House that private people were being given access to the property of the Government of India, of Air India or the
Indian Airlines, and of the Civil Aviation Department. When we travelled abroad to the Middle East and Western countries,
at the airports we used to wonder when our country would have airports like those. Many of us might have thought of that.
But in the last ten years, a transformation has taken place in the country as far as airports are concerned. Today the
airports at Mumbai, Kolkata, Hyderabad, Delhi, Bengaluru or wherever, are on par with the international airports. How
could it be brought about? It became possible because of public-private participation. The money is available with the
people and that should be mobilised through the PPP mode. If everything is taken with a pinch of salt, it would be very
difficult.

Today whenever the Government decides to sell the shares of public sector companies, immediately all kinds of objections
are raised. Railway PSUs are also there. Their shares can be sold in the market. The Finance Minister has made it very
clear while presenting the Budget that the Government of India will retain 51 per cent of shares in public sector
undertakings. If the Government owns 51 per cent shares of a unit, that means the Government will control that unit. Then,
why should the Government keep 90 per cent of the shares of that company with it? The rest of the shares can be sold to
the public in the market. Then there is criticism of the idea and it is objected to. This should not stand in the way.

We all know that in our democratic system Governments may come and Governments may go. And BJP may be thinking
that they may come back to power. It may not be a possibility in the near future. But at least once they were also a ruling
party, may be by default. But even then, any party in the Opposition can become a ruling party also theoretically. So, we
cannot always go on opposing whatever the Government is going to do. The thing is that we have to come to an
understanding as far as this public-private participation is concerned. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI P. KARUNAKARAN (KASARGOD): Can you tell me whether the Ruling party itself is supporting this hike in the rail
fare?

12.59 hrs (Mr. Deputy-Speaker in the Chair)
SHRI P.C. CHACKO : I have not come to the hike yet. I am speaking about public-private participation now.

Karunakaranji's party has reservations on the issue of public-private participation. Even if the Government keeps 51 per
cent shares with itself and sells the rest 49 per cent shares, they take objection to that. The fund which we are getting
through PPP mode is invested for development and making the thing bigger. This kind of an approach we should agree to.
All these outdated theories should not stand in the way of modernizing our establishments. Railways also should go
through that kind of a thing. ...(Interruptions)

13.00 hrs.



...(Interruptions)
SHRI M.B. RAJESH (PALAKKAD): What about the earlier promises made in the last Budget about the PPP mode?
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: When you get a chance, you will speak, and the hon. Minister will reply to that.

SHRI PC. CHACKO : There are delays in implementation. Shri Rajesh is very correct; both Shri Rajesh and I were waiting
for the development which Kumari Mamata Banerjee had announced when she was the Railway Minister — the multi-facility
centre. It was said that people would come in to invest and all the major stations will be developed. That concept was
there. We had been waiting for the last two years to see development of our railway stations as multi-development
centres. That did not happen. He is right. But choosing the private partner was a problem with the Government to see how
to make it happen. It should be done in a very scientific manner. That problem is being handled and it is coming.
...(Interruptions) If all the hon. Members are anxious, then they should support this.

I am tempted to come to the fare revision in the Railways, about which Shri Karunakaran was mentioning. When the
Budget was presented, the immediate reaction was that fare revision is not acceptable. I have no hesitation in saying this.
Whether fare revision is reasonable or not, can we, without any political interest, leaving it on merit, analyze the fare
revision? How many kilometres, an average passenger, traveling in an ordinary passenger train travels? He goes to the
railway station, take a ticket and travel. It may be 50 kms. or 75 kms. or 100 kms. A person taking a ticket in a passenger
train for 50 kms. will be paying two paise per km.; that means, it will be Re.1. Is it not affordable? If it is 75 kms., then it
will be Rs. 1.50 or if it is 100 kms. it will be Rs.2. If this is not a modest increase, what else? For the last ten years, the
Indian Railways has not increased the fare. In these last ten years, all the parties sitting here — BIP, Congress, Left and
others — were ruling in different States. Can they say how many times they increased the fares of the buses of the State
Transport Corporation, taxies and auto-rickshaws? It may be at least half-a-dozen times, by all the parties sitting here,
when their Governments were ruling in the States. Are we really practical and are we taking a practical view of things?
...(Interruptions) There is no confusion about it; you are only creating confusion. ...(Interruptions)

But there was another opinion — when there is an increase of ten paise or 15 paise or 30 paise per km. I come from the
farthest State of Kerala. From Cochin to Delhi, it is 3000 km. or from Thiruvananthapuram or from Kannur, it is 3500 km.
So, if a passenger travels in II-class sleeper, the increase will be Rs.150. If you take up and down charges, it will be
Rs.300. If it is a five-member family, it will be Rs.1500. Naturally that pinches. That is where, we have the difference. An
ordinary passenger who is traveling in II-class sleeper, what has he to pay as extra? So, was it not a reasonable increase in
the II-class sleeper charges? We are not here to argue our political cases. But we are all concerned here about the health
of the Railways and how it could be developed. So, as a whole, we cannot say that the entire fare increase is unreasonable.

Here is another situation. Even today, ordinary people are traveling in III-AC or II-AC coaches. All those who travel by AC
compartments are not rich people. Today people traveling from distant places like Bhubaneswar or Kolkata or Chennai, or
Cochin or Thiruvananthapuram to Delhi in III-AC and II-AC will have to pay a very big amount. If the distance is 3000 km.
and if the increase is paise 15 per km. it becomes, Rs.450 per ticket. Up and down, it becomes Rs.900. This is a little bit
increase which is not easily absorbable.

Probably, there is a reason to say that it should be rolled back and you do not find fault with people saying that.
Mamata ji said that the revision was on the higher side and it is not correct. She represents the real poor people and that is
why she could dislodge the ruling party from West Bengal. For the last 35 years one party was ruling the West Bengal.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please address the Chair.

SHRI PC. CHACKO : A scientific party which ruled West Bengal for the last 35 years, was dislodged by a single woman
brigade. That Party is nowhere today. How could it happen? It could happen because she represents poor people.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please do not interrupt.

...(Interruptions)
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please sit down.

...(Interruptions)
SHRI P.C. CHACKO : Sir, Rajesh ji is very unhappy.

MR.DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Nothing, except what Shri Chacko says, will go on record.



(Interruptions) G€;'»

SHRI PC. CHACKO : Kalyan ji, we are together. There is no problem. They may not know that....(Interruptions) We may
have some problem but we will sort it out. They do not know that.

So, we can think of a marginal roll back. The House can collectively decide where we have to reduce the fare but we should
not come to the conclusion that the entire fare revision is unreasonable. Tomorrow we will have to see that the Railway is
developing.

Shrimati Sumitra Mahajan is a very-very moderate person. She does not use extreme words but today she said that the

country is being betrayed because of the announcement of the freight hike on 5t March. I would like to know from her is it
the first time that any Government has increased the fare or freight rate by a notification? A number of times in the past
Railways has increased the fare and freight by a notification. I can agree with her if she says that it is a matter of propriety.

SHRIMATI SUMITRA MAHAJAN (INDORE): It was announced just before the Budget Session was to commence.

SHRI PC. CHACKO (THRISSUR): Sumitra ji that has happened just before the Budget in many States. I will agree with you
and say that it is a matter of propriety but the point is that it is a question of hardly Rs.20,000 crore. One can say that the
prices of rice, pulses or other commodities which are being carried through railways will increase. The increase in freight

rate was implemented on the 5t of March. I would like to ask the hon. Members whether the price of any of these
commodities has gone up even by one paisa. Probably they wanted the prices to go up. They wanted to create confusion
and they wanted the common man to suffer...(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please address the Chair.

SHRI P.C. CHACKO: Taste of the pudding is in the eating. In the last two weeks since the freight rate has been increased
prices of none of the consumable items, be it vegetables, pulses or grains, have gone up. Probably somebody is visualizing
that prices will go up, there will be agitation and the Government will be in difficulty tomorrow. I appeal to you with folded
hands that this should not be the approach or the attitude of the Members. I would say that the freight revision and not the
fare revision in any way can be said as adverse.

I would like to place before the House five major points on which this Budget has laid emphasis on the basis of two
Committee Reports. They are: safety, consolidation, decongestion and capacity augmentation, modernization and bringing
down the operating ratio. I wish the Members to at least comment on all these items. Today the operating ratio of
Railways is 95 per cent. What does it mean? It means that to make Rs.100 the Railways has to invest Rs.95.

So, 95 per cent is the operating ratio. The Budget says that in the current year, that is, in 2012 we want to bring
down the operating ratio to 84.9 per cent or say 85 per cent. If the Minister and the Government tell before the House that
the operating cost will be brought down by ten per cent, is it a small thing? I am sure you may say, let us see whether it
can be done. This Government is of the opinion that in the current year, we should bring it down to 84.9 per cent. For 2014-
15, the Government's plan is to bring the operating ratio down to 74 per cent. How do we generate money? When the
operating ratio comes down, then the surplus is created. The internal resources can be generated. We can borrow from the
market, but before that, we need money. The Sam Pitroda Committee and Kakodkar Committee talked about it. There are
no two opinions about these recommendations.

Everybody is agreed on safety aspects and development. Each one of us has no demands about our railway stations
in our constituencies. But, for that we need money. That money has to come from the public, private sources and market.
The Indian Railways' borrowing capacity is not being utilised fully.

Today, there is a Metro Railway in Delhi. What is the share of the Central Government? What is the share of the State
Government? Sixty per cent of the money is borrowed from international agencies. Wherever money is available to borrow,
we have to borrow it.

The growth can only be proportionate to investment. We cannot expect growth without investment. It is only
proportionate to growth. It is a simple theory. If, you do not invest more money in the development of Railways, you cannot
expect growth. So, today the major problem of Indian Railways is the lack of investment. There is quite inadequate
investment. There we have thrown out a road map. How can we mobilise the money? How can we achieve the results as
far as safety and modernisation is concerned?

Sir, some of the long-term goals about the fare hike are going to be discussed in this House. I have also very sad points to



remember here. It is because my friend, Shri M.B. Rajesh was reminding me that some of the things which were
announced last time were not implemented.

What should be the income and expenditure of Railways is not a very difficult exercise for anybody to make. A
Railway Budget can be prepared in 24 hour's time. When Kumari Mamata Banerjee presented the last Budget, she
announced the Vision 2020. No Minister for Railways can deviate from this. This Budget, which was presented by Shri
Dinesh Trivedi is also on the basis of Vision 2020. It means that what is the road map of Indian Railways for the next 20
years. Here, I salute the farsightedness of Kumari Mamata Banerjee. It is because that Vision 20:20 is the basis of this
Budget also. Today, we need to reach that target.

We do not have sufficient money for passenger facilities. The passenger facility means renovation of the railway stations
but everything requires money. But most of the railway stations in far-flung areas of the country are not maintained
properly. The way we have changed our airports in the country, we should also change our major railway stations in the
country with private participation. In the same way, a Multi-Facility Centre was announced earlier. It is almost two years
but it is not being taken off.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please wind up.

SHRI PC. CHACKO : Wherever it is possible, it should be allowed to develop. We listed out other stations. We listed out
Multi-Facility Centres. But the money has not been provided, then what is the point. This time also 73 new trains are being
introduced and along with that Memus and other trains are being introduced.

Now, I come to some of the problems of my State. We were told by the hon. Minister for Railways that he visited all the
States and had meetings with the Chief Ministers as also Members of Parliament. Many of the representations which were
given in time have been well received by the Railways. But, finally, they are not finding a place in the Railways. It is a sad
thing. We understand and appreciate the idea behind the development and aspirations of this Budget.

Sir, the Minister said that station development is at Annexure - X and railway lines are at Annexure — Y. With great hope,
we went and saw Annexure — X and Annexure — Y, but it was missing in them. Now Shri Mukul Roy and Shri Muniappa are
sitting here. I would request them to consider some of the neglected areas which are there.

Under the leadership of our Chief Minister, Shri Oommen Chandy, we have given a list of 29 new trains. All this was
justified in the meeting of the hon. Minister but we have got only one train. We are travelling 3000 kilometres to reach the
Capital of our country. We are undertaking the longest journey in the country to reach the Capital. But we have got only one
train. This should not happen.

The only train which we have got is from Yeshvantpur to Bangalore. We have a big problem of travelling to Bangalore
because in the northern part of Kerala, the forest is closed to protect the animals. The environmental issue is involved. So,
the night travel is banned. Therefore, from the Malabar part of Kerala, we cannot travel to Bangalore. So, the Yeshvantpur
train which is culminating at Kannur may be extended to Calicut. This is one of our demands which is not being considered.

We also demanded a train from Mumbai through Konkan to Kerala. It is not being considered. The Konkan Railway is a
partnership of Kerala, Karnataka, Goa and Maharashtra. On this line, there is still space for one more additional train to
come from Mumbai to Kerala. A new train from Mumbai through Konkan and a new train from Malabar to Hyderabad are all
a bare minimum requirement which we had discussed with the Railway authorities.

We have an airport in Cochin called Nedumbasheri Airport. This Airport is unlike other airports which are built by the
Department of Civil Aviation. This is a private airport. The Government formed a company and we built up our own Airport.
That Airport is a role-model in the country and 200 metres away from the Airport, a railway line is passing by. Last year,
the Railway Minister came and placed foundation stone for a Railway Station near this Airport. But nothing has been
mentioned here.

There was a mention about a coach factory. We have been waiting for long and the provision which has been provided for
this is inadequate. I hope that the Railways will take the Palakkad Coach Factory seriously. Many people now believe that
there is a Coach Factory in Palakkad because we have been saying in this House time and again that already there is a
Coach Factory. So, the provision may be increased for this Coach Factory.

As far as wagons are concerned, the Railways are short of wagons. They have decided to have wagon factories in some
places. We have given land in Alleppey and every facility was given to the Railways. We also entered into a Memorandum
of Understanding also. But after signing a Memorandum of Understanding, how can the Railways forget to mention this
issue in the Railway Budget? There is no mention of this Wagon Factory at Alleppey.



Now we have got two small distance MEMU Trains. Sir, you know very well that Kerala is an extended city. We have no
village or city as that division is not there. It is an extended city. So, MEMU Service would be ideal for Kerala. All the
passenger trains can be replaced by MEMU in due time. So, I wish it would be done.

Time and again, cutting across party lines, the Members of this House have been raising the issue of railway vendors. The
vendors who are working on Railways, they are being summarily dismissed. How can it happen? This cruel joke cannot be
allowed to continue. We were given the assurances that the vendors will not be banned by the Railways. They are so
helpful to the passengers....(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please sit down. Please conclude now.

SHRI P.C. CHACKO : Sir, I want the Railway Minister to note this. This Government represents aam admi. They belong to
the poorest of the poor. They are totally displaced. They are out of their jobs now and when they are agitating, they are
arrested. They are in jail also. This cannot continue. I wish the Minister and the Railway Administration would take an
immediate step in this matter.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, one day you may travel with us in the coaches of the trains that are south-bound. The cleanliness
and the facilities of the coaches are very inadequate. The coaches that are discarded in other sectors are being sent to the
South. This system should be changed.

Sir, there is the great pilgrimage centre, namely, Sabarimala. We have been demanding that there should be a survey by
the Railways at Erumali, near Sabarimala, to Thiruvananthapuram. That survey is not finding a place in the Budget.

Sir, Railways have got invaluable railway properties all over India. One of the important aspects is that how we can
mobilise money and this can be best done by utilising the railway property in a commercial manner. If the railway property,
which is very valuable, is commercially exploited, then we can get good revenue from this property. Towards this end, I
would like to submit that there is a pit-line proposal in Calicut in West Hill and there is a railway property which is a very
valuable property. The Calicut station is now suffocating. So, this pit-line in Calicut is a must. Probably, it escaped the
attention of the authorities when it was prepared here. In Kottayam we were provided with two coach yards but the
provision for it has to be increased.

Sir, these are the few bare minimum requirements of my poor State. I hope, the Ministry of Railways will consider all these
aspects.

Sir, I quite justify the freight and fare increase.
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: How much more time will you take?

SHRI PC. CHACKO : While I appreciate the futuristic plan of the Railways, if we are able to collectively implement the
schemes as enumerated in the present Railway Budget, then we can definitely be proud of the Railways and next time
when we discuss the Budget we can have a different atmosphere.

Sir, with these words, I support the Railway Budget.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Hon. Members, those who want to lay their written speeches, they may place it on the Table of
the House. Today, there shall be no lunch break.
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*SHRI GAJANAN D. BABAR (MAVAL): Mr Chairman Sir, during the last ten years the entire complexion of Pune has
changed. The influx of population to Pune from various parts of the country for education, occupation, business is
continuously increasing. That is why it is necessary to start new trains for the facility of passengers. Despite continuous
correspondence new trains have not been started on neglected routes. Railways should start these trains and include the
same in the current Railway Budget.

The runs of Jodhpur and Jaipur Express trains from Pune which are presently weekly trains should be increased. Pune-
Ratnagiri-Sawantwadi train should be started for visiting Konkan. No goods sheds are available between Khadki and
Malavali for storing fertilizers and seeds of farmers in Pune district. That is why farmers have to visit Satara or Saswad for
procuring fertilizers and seeds. They have to spend more time for this purpose. Farmers have to unnecessarily bear this
expenditure. For saving this expenditure and time, Railways should identify suitable places with the help of the State
Government and set up goods and cement shed. This shed should be located near the highway. In many cities of our
country, alternative railway stations are available for passengers. But unfortunately for a city like Pune, only one railway
station is available in the city. There is no space available on this station for constructing additional platforms. For 60 lakh
population of Pune, railway stations at Hadapsar and Chinchwad should be set up so that congestion at Pune station will be
reduced. For suburban passengers, smart card facility should be introduced like Mumbai section.

Population of Pune and adjoining area is nearly 60 lakh. Taking into account passengers traveling from Pune to
Mumbai, not even a single train from Pune to Mumbai is available between 11 AM and 3 PM. So, a new train from Pune to
Mumbai (CST) should be started during this time. This will enable suburban passengers to avail tickets immediately. The
proposal of metro railway for Pune city and adjoining area should be finalized on priority basis. If need be, Railways should
appoint experts in this field on deputation and plan the metro project with their assistance.

The condition of goods sheds of Satara, Karad, Sangli-Miraj is very pathetic. Not even a shed is constructed there. No



basic facilities are available for workers. The condition of roads is also poor there. The roads should be levelled properly so
that transportation of goods becomes easier.

It appears that Railways have decided to make only one line available for transportation and transporters should use
only that line for transportation. Fertilizers, food grains, sugar, cement get spoiled for 6 months due to rainfall or moisture.
Due to inefficiency of Railways, common people have to suffer a lot. Transporters hike the rates of above goods owing to
reasons mentioned above. Railways should construct its own godowns for storing these goods by charging reasonable
rates. Workers working in railway sheds are not given required facilities. The work of new office of Pune railway station is
lagging behind since 2003. This work should be completed at the earliest. The offices of Pune railway station are scattered
at various places. All offices/employees can work together in the new office. For citizens also a convenient office will be
available.

Like Mumbai, there is a need to start two new trains — Pune city-Shirdi and Pune-Chennai super fast express.

Intercity Express should be started for Nanded, Solapur and Ratnagiri. Apart from this, new train from Pune to
Chandrapur and Pune to Guwahati should be started. The present Pune-Delhi Duranto Express should be converted into
daily train. This demand has been made by Railway Passenger Group President Ms. Harsha Shah.

Maratha Chamber of Commerce has made a demand to start 10 new trains from Pune in the current Railway Budget.
These include Pune-Kolhapur Shatabdi Express, Pune-Ratnagiri-Sawantwadi superfast train, Pune-Surat Intercity Express,
Pune-Bengaluru, Pune-Rajkot Superfast Express, Pune-Amaravati Express, Pune- Jammu Express and Pune-Guwahati
Express.

If Railways give priority for starting Pune-Kolhapur Shatabdi Express, it will help businessmen traveling between
these cities. No direct train is available from Pune to Konkan for the facility of tourists. The chamber has also demanded
that Pune-Savantwadi train should be started for the facility of tourists.

No direct train is available from Pune towards South India. If Superfast Express is started from Pune to Chennai and
Bangalore, the passengers will be definitely benefited.

If Pune-Jammu Express route is made via Lonavala, Vasai, Surat, Baroda, Jaipur, Jalandhar, it will save time of
passengers and help passengers going to Rajasthan.

Superfast train from Pune to Guwahati should be started for passengers traveling to North and North-east. This need
was emphasized by Shri Chandmal Parmar, Chairman, Road Transport Committee, and Shri Anant Sardeshmukh, Executive
Director General.

The number of railway passengers is continuously increasing. Considering this, weekly trains namely, Pune-Jodhpur
Ahimsa Express and Pune-Delhi Duranto Express should be made daily trains.

Purna Express, Pune-Ernakulam Express, Pune-Lucknow and Pune-Jaipur Express should run at least thrice a week.

Taking into account increasing number of trains arriving and departing from Pune station, a demand has been made
to make significant provision in the present Railway Budget for setting up separate terminal at Manjari or Daund for trains
going to North India and Khadki or Lonavala for trains going to South India. Some cities are given high priority in every
year's Railway Budget.

Pune has made lot of progress in IT and industry sector in the last ten or fifteen years. Still the demands of people of
Pune in regard to railways are always neglected. People of Pune are expecting that in this year's Railway Budget it will not
be so and their demands will be considered.

*SHRI JOSE K. MANI (KOTTAYAM): At the outset I would welcome the efforts of the Government to present a realistic
railway budget for 2012-13 proposing a modest increase in passenger fares in order to augment the resources for funding the
ongoing projects as also to embark on many new projects announced in the last year's budget, but not taken up for want of
funds. I foresee that this bold attempt will mark the beginning of the much wanted turnaround in railway finances and its overall
functioning.

I would now attempt to focus on a few points relating to my constituency Kottayam.
New coaching terminus at Kottayam

01 Construction of pilgrim shelter at Kottayam RS



[0 Construction of a multifunctional complex at Kottayam RS
Upgradation of facilities at 'Adarsh' stations on Ernakulam Kottayam section falling within my constituency

I would now elaborate on the abnormal delay in implementing the proposal announced in the last railway budget
2011-12 relating to setting up a new coaching terminus at Kottayam RS. I have been pursuing this proposal for almost a
year now at different levels- the Hon'ble Minister for Railways, Government of India New Delhi, the Chairman Railway
Board, New Delhi, the Zonal General Manager of Southern Railways, Chennai and the Divisional Railway Manager at
Trivandrum. To my great disappointment, I find that there were no fund allocations towards carrying out a survey or
acquisition of the land for the coaching terminus. I would like to stress upon the strategic importance of Kottayam RS as
the gateway for Central Kerala known for many global standard tourist resorts and pilgrim centers. The Government of
Kerala has proposed to set up a Mobility Hub at Kottayam for seamless integration of inland waterways, highways and
railways which would ensure adequate passenger revenue to justify the setting up of new coaching terminus at Kottayam
RS. It is, therefore, requested that the necessary work on new coaching terminus at Kottayam RS be initiated by allocation
of token funds for coaching centre in the current budget pink book.

There has been a persistent demand for construction of a pilgrim shelter at Kottayam RS as there is a constant flow
of pilgrims converging into Kottayam RS on way to temples and shrines throughout the year and in large numbers during
festive season at Sabarimala. To provide basic passenger amenities including proper/hygiene and sanitation it was
proposed to construct a pilgrim shelter at Kottayam RS. The Hon'ble Minister for Railways during his visit to the state
capital in September 2011 had accorded sanction for this project and assured that the work will be taken up and completed
early. It is very disappointing that till now no work has been initiated on this project nor any funds allocated therefore.
There seems to be lack of will and coordination among different levels of the railway administration even not giving effect
to orders emanating from the Hon'ble Railway Minister himself. However, I still have hopes that the pilgrim shelter project
will be taken up with work and location specific fund allocation made in the current budget pink book.

The multifunctional complex announced in the last budget for Kottayam RS under the PPP mode has not still taken
off the ground. This prestigious project was supposed to give a facelift to Kottayam RS upgrading it to global standards.
There is no specific mention or fund allocations in the current year's budget for this multi-functional complex project at
Kottayam RS. I request that this project be taken up on priority and work initiated for inviting bids.

Lastly, I would like to remind the Government of total apathy towards upgradation of passenger amenities befitting
the status of 'Adarsh' stations conferred to the following railway stations failing within my constituency on Ernakulam
Kottayam Section :-

] Chingavanam
J Ettumanoor
] Kurupanthara
0 Piravam Road
Vaikam Road
O Kanjiramittam
Mulanthuruthy

Most of these station premises and infrastructure are dilapidated and needs remodeling. These stations generate
enough passenger revenue serving a large number of daily commuters and regular passengers yet the basic amenities are
lacking. Very meager funds were provided during the last budget year but the work could not be taken up for want of
adequate funds although the mandatory tendering process was gone through. It is, therefore, essential to take up
development work on these 'Adarsh’ stations during the current budget year, making location/work specific provisions
made in the pink book for the current year.

I am happy to note that the MEMU services announced long back between Kollam and Ernakulam has now been
operationalised with the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Kerala flagging off the maiden run on 18t March, 2012. MEMU trains are
considered most ideal on this section catering to a large number of daily commuters who do not require the full fledged
amenities provided in the conventional passenger rakes. It would therefore be beneficial to the traveling public if the



existing passenger rakes running on this section be replaced with MEMU in a phased manner.

I would also like to comment on broader perspectives transcending my region. A host of measures and proposals
have been introduced in the current budget for ensuring safety and implementation of modernization requirements. But
merely creating new committees to oversee diverse areas of railway modernization will not yield the desired results. As
each of these committees/panels will be working at cross purposes and their findings remain advisory and not mandatory.
It is, therefore, necessary to strengthen the existing safety evaluation and correction mechanism rather than creating new
bodies.

It is reassuring to note that the Government has bought down accident per million train km from 0.55 to 0.17. If I
recollect the railways had launched the anti-collision device indigenously developed by the Konkan Railways long back and
launched in North Eastern Frontier Railways. It would be interesting to learn how far this attempt has been replicated in
other zonal railways. The Hon'ble Minister has claimed that almost 3500 trains have been provided with security escorts
comprising of RPF/GRP personnel but the increasing number of thefts of baggage/molestations of women passengers on
board indicates inadequacy of the force deployed. Besides there has been reports by the CAG that there is lack of
coordination between the RPF/GRP and the state police leading to duplicity of manpower.

It is discomforting to note that more than 480 ongoing projects of capacity addition nature are far behind the
deadline set for completion. Many such projects not only entail cost and time escalation but also cause loss of revenue
because of dismantling of tracks. A few of these projects are in pipelines for more than a decade. It would be prudent not
to embark on new capacity augmentation projects until the backlogs are cleared.

The Government has also embarked on large-scale recruitment of operatives numbering more than a lakh in the
coming year. Since more than 40% of railway accidents are attributed to human error/skill deficiency it is imperative that
the workforce be given proper orientations towards railway safety and upgradation of their skills be made a continues
process.

With these remarks, I would like to express my support for the motion.
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*SHRI C. RAJENDRAN (CHENNAI SOUTH): To begin with, the Railway Minister had increased the freight charges a
few days before the beginning of this Session. This increase would increase the prices of essential commodities. This would
lead to higher inflation. In the Budget, he increased the passenger fares, ranging from two paise to 30 paise, depending on
the class of travel. The common men may not be able to take this, because already there is all round price rise. This has
come at the most inopportune moment. Moreover, the announcement of setting up of a 'Railway Tariff Regulatory
Authority' confirms that there will be frequent and constant fare increases.

Safety of traveling public is the most important concern. There have been instances of robbery and loot in the running trains
during nights, apart from human and mechanical accidents. Hon. Minister said that he would deploy GRP/RPF personnel on
3500 trains, this would not suffice. I request the Minister that at least two such personnel would be required in each coach
of the trains to take care of the passengers. This would remove the huge unemployment that this country is facing. The
hon. Minister has to devise some plan of action so that this initiative is set in motion and that this whole exercise would be
completed in few years.

Though the Minister himself said that he was not satisfied with the safety standards in the Railways, there are no concrete
measures to take care of this, nor is there any allocation for this. Modernisation of signaling system has not been given
attention and no significant allocation has been made in the Budget. He talked about 'Modernisation of Railways Stations'
through PPP mode, the modernization project of Chennai Central Railway Station had been proposed three years back, but
it is put in cold storage, and there is no efforts to start and complete it soon. I request the Minister to take up
modernization of Chennai Central Railway Station and complete it as early as possible.

Cleanliness and hygiene in the station areas are not being taken care of at all. Even in the prestigious Rajdhani and



Dorando Express trains, we always have filthy smell because of lack of cleanliness. Sufficient staff may be kept ready at the
technical stoppages/stations of those trains so that immediately the coaches could be cleaned. Shortage of water in the
coaches is another problem. With summer fast approaching, this problem is going to be acute and severe. The Railways
has to take adequate measures so that the traveling public, especially in the long distance trains, are not put to undue
hardship.

Quality of food is another concern. Public are not getting quality food. Most of the times, half-baked rice, roti/poori are
being given to public, and by the time, they get out of the trains, their stomachs get upset. Even after the new catering
policy, things do not seem to have improved. The Railways have to pay immediate attention to this aspect and set things
right.

Coming to the on-going projects in Tamil Nadu, the electrification project of Villupuram-Katpadi section is not taken up in
this Budget. Moreover, the State Government of Tamil Nadu had made a request in respect of gauge conversion of six
railway lines. This has not found a mention in this Railway Budget.

There is another long pending demand from Tamil Nadu to have a rail link between Oragadam and Avadi. We are
disappointed that this project is not considered by the Ministry. Double line project from Villupuram and Trichy has not
found a place. I request that this may kindly be considered and launched in this Budget.

Tamil Nadu has become a manufacturing hub of India; there is a need to connect Chennai with all other places. Hence,
there is a need to have a dedicated freight corridor in the southern region, originating from Chennai. Therefore, I request
the hon. Minister to consider this.

Thousands and thousands of people from southern districts of Tamil Nadu are working in northern states. They find it very
difficult to reach their homes early, in the absence of a direct train from New Delhi to Kanyakumari. Hence, I request the
Minister to kindly announce a daily train from New Delhi to Kanyakumari via Trichy or Tanjore. This would mitigate the
hardships being faced by the common people.

I had been requesting for a daily train from Chennai Central to Jodhpur for the last two years. There is a huge population
from Rajasthan, working in Tamil Nadu. Since there is no direct train connecting Chennai Central and Jodhpur, they undergo
a lot of stress. Hence, I request the Minister to consider and concede to this request to have a direct train between
Chennai Central and Jodhpur daily.

There is another demand from the people of southern districts of Tamil Nadu that they face a lot of hardship while catching
fights from Chennai. They demand that all the mail and express trains may be allowed to be stopped for one minute, at
Tirusoolam Railway Station in the Chennai Beach-Tambaram section. I request the hon. Minister to do the needful in this
regard.

The major problem in the Chennai Mass Rapid Transit System is that all the stations in this route lack cleanliness and
maintenance. Even water is very difficult to find, in case of emergencies. There are no proper lighting facilities in the
stations. I request the hon. Railway Minister to pay immediate attention to this and sort this out.

With more people moving to Chennai, the existing reservation counters and ticket dispensing counters at Tambaram,
Chromepet, Pallavaram, Mambalam and Saidapet are found to be inadequate. Hence, I request the hon. Minister to allot
additional reservation counters and ticket dispending counters at these stations. Moreover, there is a need to open a new
reservation counter at Tambaram Sanatorium Railway Station. I request the hon. Minister pays attention to this and
sanction these additional counters.

Tambaram Railway Station has become a major destination for south-bound trains. There is a need to upgrade this Railway
station on a war-footing. Hence, I request the hon. Railway Minister to immediately sanction the
modernization/upgradation of Tambaram Railway Station.

With these words, I conclude.

*SHRI BHASKARRAO BAPURAO PATIL KHATGAONKAR (NANDED):

Nanded Division of Marathwada has constantly been ignored with regards to some of its key railway demands. The feelings
of the common people in this regard are very instense. People have undertaken various types of agitations during last few
months. But there seems no significant response of the railway administration and the Government as well.



Please take a kind note of the following key demands :

1. Request to sanction adequate funds in Railway Budget 2012-13 for the work of Nanded-Degloor-Bidar
new railway line :- In the railway budget 2011-12, the then Railway Minister, Mrs. Mamta Banerjee announced for the

completion of the aforesaid work under 12t five year plan. But it is very unfortunate that no funds were released for this
work. So, provision of adequate funds be made in Railway Budget 2012-13.

2. Laying double track between Mudkhed-Parbhani :- Owing to the growing number of trains the demands of laying
double track between Parbhani and Mudkhed came forward and was sanctioned. So, the work of laying double track be given
momentum by allotting sufficient funds for this work.

3. New superfast train to Mumbai : - Mumbai being the capital of Maharashtra, thousands of passengers travels daily
from Nanded to Mumbai. The existing trains have more than 100 waiting list in all classes. A train like Garibrath may be
introduced for the benefit of passengers.

4. Extension of Mumbai-Latur Express to Nanded : Mumbai Latur daily express train to be extended to Nanded. This
train stays idle for more thani4 hours at Latur. If this train is extended up to Nanded. The demand of daily train to Pune
and New Train to Mumbai will be automatically met.

Nanded is a holy pilgrimage spot of the Sikh community where 10% Guru of Sikh community Guru Gobind Singhji breathed
his last. Apart from this, the Ist Guru-Nankji on whose name the holy Nanak Zara is situated at Bidar is also a well
known place. These two places of historical and religious importance must be connected with railway access for the
benefit of the pilgrims. Lakhs of devotees travel by Tar —road for the holy Darshana in between Bidar and Nanded.
Especially the women and children are facing severe problems in the journey of this kind. The railway route will make
the journey comfortable.

Hence, I request you to kindly recommend to sanction this project of Nanded-Naigaon-Degloor-Hanegaon-Bidar new line under
socially desirable project and make provision of adequate funds in railway budget 2012-13 for early completion of this project.

14.00 hrs.
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*SHRI R. THAMARAISELVAN (DHARMAPURI): It is very disappointing that the Railway Minister was not kind enough
to the State of Tamil Nadu as he has totally neglected this progressing state. I found nothing for the state of Tamil Nadu in
it and whereas we expected a lot from the Government. Even the schemes announced by the Railways in its previous
budgets do not find place in the current one and many projects have not been implemented in the year passed. As my
beloved leader Dr. Kalaignar said, the budget contains many things which are laudable and many things which could have
been avoided.

While participating in the railway budget for the year 2011-12, I had made some pressing demands concerning my
Parliamentary Constituency, Dharmapuri, Tamil Nadu and not only that I have made personal submission of the same to the
railways, but I am very sorry to say that none of the proposals have been found in this railway budget. Therefore, I wish to
present again the same demand herein for the kind consideration of the Hon'ble Railway Minister.

Following are the few railway projects concerning my Dharmapuri parliamentary constituency which need your special
attention as these have been hanging and I am very confident that these projects will get life under your golden hands.

1) LAYING OF MORAPPUR — DHARMAPURI RAIL LINE

Morapur — Dharmapuri rail line providing about 36 kms at a total cost of Rs.108 crores. It comes under my
parliamentary constituency. This is the long pending demand of the people living in my constituency. If this
project is implemented, the people from the headquarter of Dharmapuri district i.e. Dharmapuri town and
surrounding towns will be benefited and it would also generate a lot of resources for the Railways as these routes
are highly economically viable because of the geographical structures connecting places of importance with
regard to religion, commerce and tourism. Since this project does not involve huge amount. I urge upon the
Government to bear the entire cost of the project without insisting the State Government to bear 50% cost of the
total cost of the project.

2) CONSTRUCTION OF RAIL OVER-BRIDGES

a) Adhiyaman Kottai Railway Gate falling on the Dharmapuri-Salem National Highway (NH-7)
b) Vennampatti Railway Gate in Dharmapuri town

¢) Pennagaram Railway Gate (Kumarasamy Pettai Railway Gate)

d) Kadagathur Railway Gate

e) Chinthalpadi Railway Gate

f) Buddireddipatti Railway Gate

There is an urgent need to construct these over bridges at above places. All these places fall under
Bangalore Division of South Western Railway and under Salem Division of Southern Railway. The construction of



these over bridges are very essential as public passing through these gates are finding it very difficult to commute
and these over bridges should be constructed at the earliest.

3) CREATION OF MANNED LEVEL CROSSING AT SIVANALLI VILLAGE

There is also a need to construct a level crossing at Sivanalli under Salem Division of Southern Railways. In
the absence of level crossing at Sivanalli, people from more than 30 villages have to take the risk of their lives by
crossing un-manned level crossing. Therefore, provision for a manned railway crossing at this place is very
essential.

4) STOPPAGE OF TRAIN NO. 3351/3352 ALLEPPEY TATA NAGAR — BOKARO EXPRESS and 2695/2696
CHENNAI — THIRUVANATHPURAM — CHENNAT EXPRESS AT MORAPPUR RAILWAY STATION

Railway Station at Morappur is an ancient Railway Station under the control of Salem Division of Southern
Railways which falls in my constituency. This station serves the people who are heading towards Chennai and
other parts of the country and the State. Hundreds of people visit the railway station regularly. Dharmapuri
district is the most backward district in the State of Tamil Nadu. Due to this backwardness, the people of this
district had to move from Dharmapuri to far away places for their livelihood and for better prosperity. However,
the trains which are passing this Morappur Station, do not stop over here i.e. Train No.3351/3352 Tata Nagar-
Alleppey — Tata Nagar-Bokaro Express and 2695/2696 Chennai-Thiruvananthpuram, Chennai Express. Therefore,
stoppage for this train at Morappur should be given.

5) STOPPAGE OF TRAIN NO. 6381/6382 MUMBAI — KANYAKUMARI MUMBAI EXPRESS AND 7229/7230
SABARI EXPRESS AT BOMMIDI RAILWAY STATION

Another important Railway Station falling in my district is Bommidi. This station also serves the people of
both Dharmapuri and Krishnagiri districts. However, this station does not have stoppage for train No.6381/6382
Mumbai-Kanyakumari Mumbai as well as 7229/7230 Sabri Express running between Thiruvanathpuram to
Hyderabad via Tirupati. It is painful and pertinent to mention here that when the Mumbai-Kanyakumari GST
Express enters Kerala, it stops at all stations in Kerala, whereas it does not have a stoppage at many important
stations in Tamil Nadu. Therefore, stoppage for this train should be given at Bommidi Railway Station.

6) STOPPAGE OF TRAIN NO. 6537/6538 BANGALORE — MANGALORE-BANGALORE EXPRESS AT
DHARMAPURI RAILWAY STATION AND INCREASING ITS FREQUENCY ON DAILY BASIS

Dharampuri Railway Station under control of the Bangalore Division of South-Western Railway serves the
people of both Dharmapuri and Kanyakumari heading towards Bangalore, Mumbai, Thiruvananthapuram etc.
However, it does not have a stop for train No. 6537/6538 Bangalore-Mangalore-Bangalore Express. Therefore,
stoppage for this train should be given at Dharmapuri Railway Station and its frequency should be increased.

7) ENHANCEMENT OF FREQUENCY OF TRAIN NO. 16537/16538 BANGALORE-NAGARCOIL EXPRESS

There has been a popular demand to enhance the frequency of train no. 16537/16538 running between



Bangalore and Kanyakumari (Nagarcoil) Express on daily basis instead of twice in a week as there is huge volume
of passenger traffic between Nagarcoil and Bangalore daily. Many trade and passengers associations have been
making efforts to enhance the frequency of this particular train because of the heavy volume of passenger traffic
in this segment of railways, but all their efforts so far went in vain. Therefore, you may please intervene into it
and fulfill this long pending demand.

8) IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW TRAIN BETWEEN BANGALORE AND DHARMAPURI ANNOUNCED IN 2011-
12 RAILWAY BUDGET

A new fast passenger express train was announced in the last Railway Budget 2011-12, to be operated
between Bangalore and Dharmapuri by the then Hon'ble Railway Minister, but the same has not yet become a
reality. Therefore, I request the Hon'ble Minister to fulfill the assurance made by your predecessor.

9) CONSTRUCTION OF FOOT-OVER BRIDGE AT DHARMAPURI RAILWAY STATION

As you are aware that the traffic volume at Dharmapuri Railway Station has increased over the years and
many trains have halt at this station, making both the platforms remain busy throughout the day. However,
reaching one platform to another has become difficult and passengers are now illegally crossing the railway track
to reach the other platform in the Railway Station to catch the train which resulted into many fatalities in the
past. Therefore, there is an urgent need to construct a foot-over bridge at this station at the earliest to avoid loss
of life.

10) PROVISION FOR NORMAL RESERVATION FACILITY AT DHARMAPURI RAILWAY STATION.

Presently, the railway reservation counter functions from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and from 4:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m. Since the sale of tickets at Dharmapuri railway station has increased due to enhancement of trains, the
reservation facility and timing at Dharmapuri Railway Station be made at per with other leading reservation
counters in the country.

With this I conclude and request the Hon'ble Minister to consider all these projects and give due share to the
State of Tamil Nadu.



*SHRI AMARNATH PRADHAN (SAMBALPUR): I support the Railway budget presented by the Hon'ble Ralway Minister. The
fares increased after 9 years is very minimal and will not affect the common man. I also request the Hon'ble Minister to
emphasize on basic passenger facilities especially hygiene and medical facilities on board.

I would like to draw the Minister's attention towards an urgent requirement of a new train from my constituency
headquarter Sambalpur in Orissa to Allahbad. This will suffice the need of the people going to perform last rites.

Once again I congratulate the Minister for a successful Railway budget.



* Speech was laid on the Table

*SHRI SANJAY BHOI (BARGARH): First of all I congratulate the Hon'ble Minister for a successful Railway Budget. Sir, as a
member of consultative committee on Railways, I can understand the compulsion of increasing fares which are very mild in
nature.

Sir, I would like to remind the Minister that Districts — Bargarh and Jharsuguda which are in my parliamentary constituency
were declared by Kum. Mamata Banerjee as Adarsh Station, but no progress can be seen there. Also Padampur, which is a
sub-division of my constituency was identified for opening a PRS counter. Unfortunately this was also not taken up as yet.
Therefore, Sir kindly be generous enough to accept these demands.

* Speech was laid on the Table

*SHRI NILESH NARAYAN RANE (RATNAGIRI-SINDHUDURG): I am not keen to talk on the situation that arised
after the railway budget speech by the earlier Railway Minister. For me what is more important is the fact that railways
should function well and the people of this country are satisfied with services given by the railways.

The fare-hike, though seem inevitable in the present context, should have been effected with a great deal of caution and
concern. It is a sensitive issue, impacting the lives of common man. I sincerely feel that instead of across the board hike,
the ordinary second class and suburban rail travel should have been spared. Railways should have cross-subsidized the
second class rail fare through the hike in Sleeper Class and AC classes, which they have done. An inclusive agenda should
have governed the Railways.

It is true that the financial health of the Indian Railways has slipped overtime with the current operating ratio rising to 95%
; it is also true that Railway's internal resource generation has almost dried up with no fare hike for almost a decade. The
Indian Railways balance sheet portrays a very dismal picture- it has borrowed 20,000 crore from the market in 2011-12.
Modernisation and safety of the Railway systems have been hit by resource crunch. Nothing could better capture the state
of affairs of the Indian Railways when the Minister said, the 'Railways is in ICU'. If this is the situation, then how to
resurrect it, how to restore its glory. We all as Members of Parliament would like to see the Indian Railways thriving as
before, meeting our odd demands in its stride.



My learned colleagues have reflected on various important issues facing Indian Railways. I would not like to repeat them. I
would rather like to present an overview of the state of Konkan Railways, which has been the lifeline of my constituents —
the people of Konkan in Maharastra. With several on going projects and schemes to modernize the Indian Railways and
with steps augmenting number of train services, steamlining and gearing up freight movement and increasing the
connectivity of the Railways to the far flung corners, I request the Hon'ble Minister to give some priority to Konkan Railway
in his scheme of things.

As Hon'ble Members are aware, the sole purpose of Konkan Railway was to link the people of this region with Mumbai city
as well as other parts of the country, to make the transportation of goods and movement of people easier and faster. But in
reality, the people of South mostly Mangalore and Goa regions are more benefited. The irony is that the Konkan Railway
which was conceived by the visionary leaders of Konkan and was named after.

Konkan region is hardly catering to the needs of the people of this region. The saddest part is that most mail/express trains
do not stop in many important stations of the region and there is hardly any reservation quota for the people of Konkan
region in the trains that pass through this region. As a result, the majority of people of this region who are below poverty
line (BPL), are facing insurmountable difficulties. Besides, Konkan has rich tourism potential because of its natural
resources. Rail facilities must help tap the potential for the economic well being of the people of the region and also the
country. However, unfortunately, nothing is there in the budget for the people of Konkan. Therefore, I seek the special
attention for Konkan from our Railway Minister from economic and tourism points of view.

In the Budget, the Minister has given a lot of emphasis on railway safety. I welcome it. It is indeed long overdue. In fact,
rail safety should be non-negotiable. As expert panels have suggested, railway safety is contingent upon railway
modernization in almost all areas of operation-signalling, rolling stocks, maintenance and so on. I would like to appeal the
Minister to attach special priority to the Konkan Railways in the overall framework of railway safety, as it is located in a
fragile eco-system and is vulnerable to disruptions during monsoon raising questions about safety of passengers.

The Hon'ble Minister is aware that several projects for Konkan Railways initiated in the preceding years are still underway
without any tangible benefits being accrued to the people. I urge the Minister to kindly intervene in facilitating early
completion of the projects.

With these words, I conclude.



SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI (BHADRAK): Thank you, Sir. I am thankful that you have given me the opportunity to speak a
few things on the Railway Budget, which is being discussed on the floor of the House.

Railway is the biggest Government undertaking and the largest one also in the world. The Railway functions as a vertically-
integrated organization providing passengers and freight services. It is the single system, which consists of 64,460 route
kms. of track that criss-cross the country; on which more than 19,186 number of trains ply carrying about 21 million
passengers; and hauling nearly 2.5 million tonnes of freight every day thereby contributing to the economic growth of the
nation.

Sir, over the period of time, the Railway finances as well as the Railway system, which was sacred and there was also
sanctity on the finance side, gradually has been eroded. I will mainly confine my speech regarding the White Paper on
Indian Railways placed on the floor of the House by the then hon. Minister for Railways, Madam Mamata Banerjee.

My first observation and also a strong one is this. However well intentioned, does the Ministry of Railways have
Parliamentary sanction for re-appropriation of funds between various funds paid / plan heads and zones of Railways? Over
the period of time, it is seen that whatever this hon. House gives approval to, particularly, to the project and amount is
being diverted / re-appropriated to some other project. This is not allowed as per the system in vogue, Parliamentary
system. The hon. President of India as well as the hon. House gives approval to this particular sum of money. How can the
Railway Ministry having their officials sitting in the chambers overrule and re-appropriate those funds? This is my
observation. This is not only my observation, but certainly the hon. Members here will agree with me that every time
money is being diverted from a particular project to another project.

14.38 hrs (Dr. M. Thambidurai in the Chair)

Sir, I am the Chairman of the Railway Convention Committee (RCC). The RCC vide their Third Report approved and the
Capital Fund was created with effect from 1992-1993 with the express objective of Supplementary Gross Budgetary Support
for works of capital nature. When 'express objective' is appropriated to both Development Fund and Capital Fund based on
estimation and considering the annual requirements, then how is it that huge surpluses are left in the Capital Fund while
there is shortfall in Development Fund and there is a need for transfer of funds from one fund to another?

This is also very common now-a-days in the railway financial system. So, I would like to urge upon the hon. Minister,
who has newly assumed the charge, to take note of it. When the House has approved of certain sums of money to be
utilized against a particular project, how can the officials sitting in the Railway Board reappropriate the monies to some
other project? I do not know whether they have the approval of the hon. Minister of Railways or not. I have umpteen
number of cases that I can cite here, but I have no time to do so. I would only request the hon. Minister Shri Mukul Roy Ji
to take note of it. How can the officials sitting in the Railway Board overrule and reappropriate certain sums of money
which the Parliament has approved of? Will not the transfer of funds from Capital Fund to Development Fund dilute the very
purpose for which these Funds were created? In case of extreme exigency, the Ministry of Railways should put up



proposals for transfer of more money from one Fund to another Fund before the Railway Convention Committee and seek
their views before its approval.

When the operational losses incurred on the strategic lines by the Ministry of Railways is more or less being reimbursed for
the last three years, then on what basis can this be justified as a ground for reduction of rate of dividend? We know and the
hon. Minister knows that whatever amount the Railway Ministry spends on a particular national project, that is being
reimbursed. But when such a proposal is put before the Railway Convention Committee for reimbursement, it is something
that is unheard of.

In the White Paper which has been placed on the Table of the House, as against a growth elasticity of 1.25, the traffic
growth achieved by the Railways hovered around 0.79 and has been below par for the entire period. It is an observation
made by the World Bank. The percentage of shortfall, as per the expected elasticity vis-4 -vis actual growth of Railway
GDP, ranged between 17.5 per cent and 26.4 per cent. As against China's addition of new lines of 1000 kilometres per
annum, India achieved a mere 220 kilometres per annum during 2004-05 and 2008-09. Recently, it was mentioned that we
have completed 700 kilometres, but I do not know how far it is true. The hon. Minister may look into the matter and inform
the House of the details.

The hon. Minister of Railways informed the House that on a main level crossing, an accident took place and a few people
died on the spot. He has, no doubt, announced an ex-gratia compensation, but that would not serve the purpose. Those
who died have died and no amount of ex-gratia or any amount can help their families.

On the issue of safety, it was said that the number of accidents has come down. This is the observation made in this White
Paper on Railways. What is its percentage? The number of accidents came down from 234 in 2004-05 to 177 in 2008-09.

The unmanned level crossings were 16,976 as on 1.04.2009. Out of annual allocation of about 700 crore for the purpose,
the expenditure has been about 500 crore.

Sir, certainly Rs. 700 crore has been earmarked and sanctioned by this hon. House but they spent only Rs. 500 crore. How
it can be done? When money is available, why that money cannot be utilised? The number of cognisable crime under IPC
has come down from 20,623 in 2004-05 to 15,336 in 2008-09 and for passenger amenities, the public perception is not good
in terms of catering, cleanliness, punctuality, efficiency. This is all being diverted here and almost all the hon. Members
have pointed out that cleanliness, punctuality, efficiency and security of the Railways are in jeopardy. The growth rate of
freight earnings which was 15 per cent in 2005-06 has decreased to 10 to 11 per cent in 2008-09. The growth rate of
passengers is much lower in 2008-09 as compared to 2006-07 and 2008-09.

Another peculiar thing that has happened is that while there has been no increase in fares, the Railways has increased
their earnings by reclassification of about 200 trains as Superfast trains without reduction in running time during 2004-05 to
2008-09 resulting in levy of Superfast charges. The running time of the so-called Superfast trains has not reduced but they
have earned much by just reclassifying these 200 trains in Superfast category. And there is another method which they
have adopted to increase the revenue of the Railways is that they have increased the Tatkal seats from 5.6 per cent in
2004-05 to 14.20 per cent in 2008-09 thereby charging about 30 per cent extra fare on Tatkal seats.

In fact it is being told here that during the last nine years, we have not increased the fares but by indirect means, they
have increased it in a very clever manner so that no passenger can object or no MP or Parliament can take notice of it.
Losses in passengers operations have increased from Rs. 5,782 crore in 2004-05 to Rs. 13,957 crore in 2008-09. Earlier the
manpower was of 13.72 lakh with pensioners but now, it is 11.5 lakh. The White Paper on Railways has brought out on
December, 2009 that figures of cash surplus investible funds were projected higher than the actual to the extent of Rs.
23,000 crore by changing the accounting procedures. So, they have not increased the efficiency, cleanliness and also other
things but very cleverly, they have earned money and on the face of it, they say that there has been no increase in fares.

Sir, T want to tell a few words about my State. I hail from the State of Odisha and there are three important Railway
projects which have been in operation since more than one decade.

The length of the Khurda-Bolangir line is 289 kilometres. What was the achievement in the last more than ten years?
It was only 16 kilometres. They have spent more than Rs.200 crore. They have earmarked only Rs.40 crore for the current
year. If this kind of thing goes on, it will take hundreds of years to complete a project. There is no doubt that Members
demand for a more number of projects and new lines. That is all right. But the money earmarked for the construction is not
being utilised fully. I would ask the hon. Minister to look into this project. If they have earmarked Rs.200 crore for the



Khurda-Bolangir railway line, how much of it really have they spent? I would like to know whether this amount has been
utilised or not.

Similarly, another important project is the Port Link Project, Haridaspur-Paradip Project. There was some kind of confusion
between the land owners as well as the State Government and the Railways. We are told that this type of confusion is
already over. Why has only Rs.2 crore been earmarked for the current year? I am very sorry to say that there are enough
things to say. At the same time, they have declared Bhubneswar as the world class station. When have they declared it? It
has been declared three years back. But there is no sign of anything. There is no construction work; there is no tender work
and nothing of the sort. Similar is the case of Puri. Puri, as you know, is not only a place of tourism importance but also an
important place from all angles. They have declared that it will be a world class station. But still they are thinking about it. I
do not know whether it would be done under PPP model or by the Government or by the RVNL.

I am very much thankful to you that you have given me an opportunity to speak. I would also request the hon. Minister,
who is @ new and competent Minister, to look into it. He should try to set right the auditing or the financial management
system so that there is sanctity. When Parliament approves certain sums of money, how can it be diverted by the officials?
This is something unheard of. The former Finance Minister is sitting here. He will certainly agree with me that the money
should not be diverted by the officials. The amount that was sanctioned for these projects has remained unattended. That
should not happen. With these words, I conclude my speech.
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*SHRI E.G. SUGAVANAM (KRISHNAGIRI): Hon. Chairman, Sir, it gives me great pleasure to speak on behalf of my DMK
Parliamentary Party on the Railway Budget for the year 2012-13. I support the budgetary proposals spelt out by the hon.
Minister.

Our Hon'ble Railway Minister has very ably presented his maiden Budget and took all steps to present a balanced and growth-
oriented budget.Indian Railways is the third largest railway network in the world. It covers over 65,000 kms. operating 12,000
passenger trains and 7000 freight trains every day. It has as many as 7,500 stations, and carry almost 25 million passengers in a
day. It moves 2.65 million tonnes of freight. Indian Railways as the world's largest employer has 36 million staff on its rolls.

Sir, it is not out of place to mention here that most of the revenue for railways comes from freight traffic. The frequent hike in
the freight rates and moving of cargo at a snail's pace at 25 kmph poses strict competition particularly for middle distance
operations. To improve the freight traffic, strengthening of track to carry heavier loads at faster speed, laying of dedicated freight
corridors is necessary and it should not be postponed any longer.

Sir, the proposal of the Railways to introduce 75 new Express Trains, 21 Passenger Trains are welcome. Extension of 39

Trains, increasing the frequency of 23 Trains, laying of 725 km of new lines, 800 km. of gauge conversion, 1,100 km. of
electrification, setting up of Railway Traffic Regulation Authority, Railway Safety Authority with statutory status, expansion
of Railway Board with two additional members, setting of new wagon and rail coach factories are widely welcome.



Sir, safety is the primary concern for railways and travelling public. Large number of train accidents due to derailment,
head-on-collision, ramming with the stationary vehicle, trespassing at unmanned level crossing, low visibility, human error
are on the increase in the last few years. The preventive steps taken by the railways to avoid such increasing accidents are
inadequate. Application of modern technologies, adequate training, infrastructure consolidation, modern signalling.
Development of Stations and Freight Terminals, technology transfer, skill upgradation, offering of yoga/meditation and
physical training lessons, disaster management training to the technical and safety category staff will go a long way in
reducing the number of accidents. The proposal to set up Railway Safety Authority will definitely address these concerns.

Sir, as on 01.04.2011, vacant posts in the safety category stood at 1, 26,304. Railways should take concerted efforts to fill
up all the vacant posts in a time bound manner will greatly reduce the stress on the existing staff.

Sir, the standard of cleanliness and hygiene is far below the standard. Railway Stations, coaches, platforms and railway
tracks are found dirty. Train travel has become a nightmare because of the unhygienic conditions. Passengers have to
travel facing much of discomfort. This is causing irritation and strain particularly to the Sleeper Class and Second Class
passengers. Now, the passengers can hope that with the setting up of special house-keeping machinery, proper care would
be taken to keep clean both the stations and trains. The proposal to replace open discharge toilets in trains with green
toilets will help improve hygiene conditions to a great extent.

Railways has proposed to upgrade 84 stations in the country as Adarsh stations. I am surprised to note that Hosur station
in Tamil Nadu is not among them. Hosur is a fast growing industrial hub bordering Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. It is
close to IT hub, Bangalore. As large number of business houses and industries are situated in and around Hosur, the
passenger traffic is very high. Therefore, I urge upon the Hon. Railway Minister to consider including Hosur station to be
upgraded as an Adarsh station. Our Minister of State is also familiar with Hosur.

Sir, the proposal to introduce ten Express Trains and two Passenger Trains to Tamil Nadu is there. This is not enough. Bus
fares have been hiked in Tamil Nadu. So this adds up to the burden on Railways as the passenger volume has got
increased. Hence there is an urgent need to introduce more trains. The proposed introduction of Double Decker Train from
Chennai—Bangalore will ease traffic congestion in this route as there has been a long pending demand to introduce more
trains in this route. I have also met the hon. Minister in this regard many a times. The proposed new projects for Tamil
Nadu like setting up of wind mill and bio-diesel plant and rail neer plant at Palur are welcome. Survey for new coaching
terminal at Nemam is need of the hour. Tamil Nadu is far behind in getting new railway projects in the last few years. I
urge upon the railway administration to consider our demands.

Sir, introduction of Izzat Scheme was widely welcomed by poorest sections of the society. In order to provide further relief
to the underprivileged citizens, the proposed extension of travel distance from 100 kms. to 150 kms. under the scheme.
This will help them greatly.

Sir, it is a known fact that UPA Government tried to avoid hiking the passenger fares for about a decade now. As a result it,
revenue generation and development of railways got affected. To avoid the Railways from falling into the debt trap, Hon.
Minister has hiked the passenger fares in the budget. However, the hike amounts to 35% or more in some cases. Instead
of hiking the fares at one stretch gradual hike can be considered so that it will not be a burden on passengers. I urge upon
the Railway Minister to review this proposal.

Salem Division was carved out recently. The division is not having required number of staff. I request the Railway
Minister to look into this and fill up the vacancies there.

Sir, there is a long pending demand from the people of Krishnagiri constituency for laying of a new railway line between
Jolarpettai and Hosur via Tirupathur — Kandili — Barugur — Orappam — Krishnagiri — Sulagiri (101 kms). In pursuance of the
genuine demand made by me along with the people of my constituency, this project was announced in the Railway Budget
in February 2010. An updated Survey was completed and its Report was sent to the Railway Board on 31.01.2011 and the
total cost of the project is estimated at Rs. 687.92 crore. However, no adequate funds were sanctioned for taking up the
project. During his Budget Speech, Hon'ble Minister has announced that this project is being sent to the Planning
Commission for Appraisal and I thank him for his initiative and kind gesture.

The majority of the products meant for exports like fruits, vegetables, flowers, electronic goods and other perishable items
from Hosur area are sent by road and airlifted to various parts of the country and abroad. The absence of a rail link in this
route has been an impediment to the district's industrial growth. Therefore, I urge upon the Hon'ble Minister to persuade
the Planning Commission to allocate adequate funds for this New Railway Line Project between. Jolarpettai and Hosur and 1



request him to start the project without any further delay.

The following proposals are pending for a very long time. It has been represented to the Hon'ble Railway Ministers time and
again. I would like to briefly highlight them.

The number of passengers using Bangalore- Nagercoil Express have increased. Therefore I request the Minister to
make Bangalore — Nagercoil Weekly Express (16537/16538) a Daily Train with convenient Timings(16537/16538). The
number of trains between Dharmapuri- Morappur needs to be increased.

The request for stoppage of Kochuveli — Yashwantpur Garibrath Express 12257/12258 at Hosur may kindly be considered.
Stoppage for Yashwantpur — Tirupati Express (12543/12544) and Coimbatore — Tirupati Express (12257/12258) at Jolarpet
may also be considered by the hon. Minister. There should be a stoppage of all trains in Samalpatti and Dasampatti in
Krishnagiri District.

A new service like that of the Coimbatore — Bangalore Inter City Express should be introduced. The congestion and
crowding in the buses can be eased by way of commuters taking to rail travel. It also saves time for the passengers.

The number of coaches in Mysore — Mayiladuthurai Express needs to be increased from the existing 19 to 24
Coaches.

Bangalore — Erode Passenger via Hosur, Dharmapuri and Salem must be introduced.

I request the Minister to re-introduce the Daily Train between Mysore and Rameswaram via Madurai and Bangalore
as Nagore Passenger.

Bangalore-Nagercoil daily train which was in operation in the MG line vig Hosur, Virudhachalam and Karur must be
re-introduced.

I would like to support the initiative for starting new train services between Mysore and Rameswaram via Salem,
Trichy and Pudukottai and between Kanniyakumari and Mysore via Madurai and Hosur.

The frequency of 2667/2668 Chennai — Nagercoil Weekly Express may also be increased. The number of trains
covering places like Hosur — Bangalore — Chennai may also be increased.

The Nagercoil — Mumbai Express may be diverted via Hosur and Dharamapuri.
It would be highly appreciated if a Hosur — Erode Passenger is introduced.

The Deployment of RPF at Hosur Railway Station is to be taken up immediately. This will ensure the safety of the
public.

The train between Bangalore and Anekal should be extended upto Hosur. The Minister may also increase the
frequency of Mumbai — Nagercoil Train 16339/16340. Chennai — Salem train may be extended upto Hosur.

The Doubling and Electrification of Bangalore — Salem Railway Line is pending for long. It calls for the Minister's
immediate attention. The train between Hyderabad and Chennai should be extended upto Kanyakumari or a new train from
Hyderabad to Kanniyakumari should be introduced.

I, therefore, urge upon the Hon'ble minister to kindly consider all the proposals I put forth and go in for implementing
the same during the current year.

With these words, I conclude my speech on Railway Budget.



(Shri Francisco Cosme Sardinha in the Chair)

DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME (BOLPUR): Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir. I rise to oppose the Railway Budget 2012-13. At the
outset, I congratulate Shri Mukul Roy, who has been inducted as the new Railway Minister this morning.

At the same time, I must express my sympathy to the former Minister for Railways, Shri Dinesh Trivedi who had to
leave the chair of Pilot in the mid way. It is very unprecedented in the Parliament history of our country.

I must start with the environment prevailing in the Indian Railways. I must refer the report of the hon. Anil Kakodkar

Committee. This report has been placed on 17th February, 2012 and I quote some important points from this Committee's
recommendations.

"Present environment on Indian Railways reveals a grim picture of inadequate performance largely due to poor
infrastructure and resources and lack of empowerment at the functional level. The financial state of Indian
Railways is at the brink of collapse unless some concrete measures are taken. The infrastructure way beyond
its limit and all the safety margins have been eaten up pushing Indian Railways to a regime of adhocism in
infrastructure maintenance."

The Committee has also strongly recommended stopping of such a practice of introduction of new trains without
commensurate inputs to the infrastructure. The Committee has strongly recommended adopting of advanced signaling
system, which would be based on continuous tracks', circuiting and cabling signaling, similar to European Train Control
System level 2 on the inter-trunk routes of about 19,000 route kilometre at an estimated cost of Rs. 90,000 crore within five
years.

Sir, what is the situation? The Railways' financial situation is best known by its operating ratio. This is an important index
for the financial status. The operating ratio of the Railways signifies the level of efficiency of the organization. It is a ratio of
operating expenses of Railways to the revenue earnings. Sir, lower the ratio, the more efficient is the operation and it is
better for the financial health of the Railways.

In this respect, I must refer to the White Paper. The White Paper on Indian Railways published by Ministry of Railways in
December, 2009 under the previous Minister for Railways, Kumari Mamata Banerjee. That has given the trend of the
Railways' operating ratio during the tenure of UPA Government, from 2004 to 2009. What is the position about this? In the
year 2004-05, the operating ratio was 91 per cent; in 2005-06, it was 83.2 per cent; in 2006-07, it was 78.7 per cent; in
2007-08, it was 75.9 per cent and in 2008-09, it was 90.5 per cent. The trend was again on the rise.

What is the present position? During UPA — II Government, this has to be taken note off seriously. This has a trend
of rising operating ratio abruptly. In 2009-10, it was 95.3 per cent; in 2010-11, it was 94.6 per cent and in the year 2011-
12, it is 95 per cent. The Minister for Railways has expressed his desire that it would be contained and would come down
to 85 per cent in the next year's Budget, that is, 2012-13.

It will be contained to a level of 75 per cent by the end of 12th Five Year Plan, i.e., by 2017. It cannot be taken
seriously. This sudden jump has no basis or logic for targeting this sort of operating ratio. This is the precarious situation
prevailing in our country. The fare hike that has taken place needs to be seen in the backdrop of this severe deterioration in
the financial performance of the Indian Railways. But why has this deterioration happened? This is the main issue which is
confronting us.

While presenting the Railway Budget, 2011, the former Railway Minister, Madam Banerjee, had said:

"The testing time for the Railways continue to 2010-11 due to the impact of allowances and several post-
budgetary factors. On the earning side, disruption of train movement has resulted in a loss of about Rs.1500
crore and another Rs.2000 crore due to the ban on export of iron ore. As a result, the loading target had to be
reduced by 20 million tonnes to 924 million tonnes. On the basis of freight traffic projection of 993 million
tonnes and passenger growth of 6.4 per cent over 2010-11, the gross traffic receipts are estimated at
Rs.1,06,239 crore for the year 2011-12."

But in this present Budget Proposals of 2012, the then Railway Minister, Mr. Dinesh Trivedi says:

"On the loading side, the continued ban on export of iron ore by Karnataka and Odisha State Governments led



to scaling down of loading target from 993 million tonnes to 970 million tonnes in the revised estimates.
However, the earning targets for goods has been retained in view of the freight rationalization implemented

from 6t March, 2012. In view of the lower growth in the number of passengers that is 5.1 per cent to end of
January 2012 as against the budgeted target of 5.9 per cent, the earning targets have been scaled down by
Rs.1656 crore to Rs.28800 crore in the revised estimates. Taking into account the lower growth in other
coaching and sundry earnings, the gross traffic receipts have been kept at Rs.103917 crore in the revised
estimates, short of the budget target by Rs.2322 crore."

This is the situation. What does this show? The targets for the basic operations of the Railways, /.e., carrying passengers
and goods traffic are not being met. Last year, 2010-11, the freight loading target had to be scaled down by 20 million
tonnes. This year, 2011-12, the shortfall in the freight loading target is 23 million tonnes. The present Railway Minister is
blaming the ban on iron ore exports for the shortfall. But the ban was in place last year too. Was not the ban on iron ore
exports taken into account while setting up the targets for the year 2011? Why are the freight loading targets being missed
despite the economy growing at 7 to 8 per cent while real GDP grew at around 7 per cent in 2011-12? Sir, growth in freight
loading is only 5 per cent. Earning on freight has grown by 9 per cent in 2011-12 despite nominal GDP growing over 14 per
cent. This shows the gross inefficiency of Railways. Clearly, the Railways are losing freight traffic to other forms of
transport, specially the roadways. The Railway Minister is now trying to meet the earnings of the freight traffic by
increasing the freight charges for almost all the commodities like coal, fertilizer, food grains, steel, cement, etc. which was

notified on the 6% of March, 2012. This 20 per cent increase will have an inflationary and cascading impact on the economy
and ordinary people will have to bear the burden of the inefficiency of railway operations. Why is the passenger traffic not
growing as per the projections? Former Railway Minister Ms. Mamata Banerjee projected the passenger traffic to grow at
6.4 per cent for the year 2011-12. Shri Dinesh Trivedi brought it down to 5.9 per cent. What has been achieved at the end
of the financial year is only 5.1 per cent. This is because of the deteriorating quality of services being provided on one hand
and the lack of concern for safety and security of the Railways on the other.

Sir, the Railways set targets for reducing the accidents in terms of accidents per million train kilometres and this has been
claimed in this Budget. The claim made in 2001 was to reduce accidents per million train kilometres from 0.5 per cent to
0.17 per cent has been achieved. This claim is thoroughly misleading because there are large number of accidents and
casualties that we continue to witness. This year already 55 consequential train accidents have occurred between April and
November, 2011 leading to loss of lives of 104 persons. Even this morning there was a tragic accident took place in
Mathura section resulting in the death of 15 helpless and unfortunate persons who were crossing the unmanned level
crossing.

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA (BANKURA): The Railway Minister should make a suo motu statement on this...(Interruptions)

DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME (BOLPUR): Though the hon. Railway Minister has already made a statement, yet I demand that
a thorough enquiry into this should be ordered. Adequate compensation should be provided. A sum of Rs. 2 lakh has been
announced. It should be Rs. 5 lakh to the next of kin of the deceased and Rs. 2 lakh to those who have been injured in the
accident.

Sir, regarding filling up of vacancies in the Railways, I would like to submit that in response to an answer to a Starred
Question dated 16t" December, 2011 in the Rajya Sabha, the hon. Minister of State for Railways, Shri Bharat Sinh Solanki
replied that the number of posts lying vacant in Group C and Group D as on 15t April, 2011 was 2, 21,499. Further he said

that 14,872 posts of Loco Pilots, including Assistant Loco Pilots and 55,359 posts of gang man are lying vacant as on 15t
April, 2011. In order to be transparent the Railway Minister should provide a break-up of the new recruitments in terms of
Group C as well as of Loco Pilots and Gang Man. In this respect I would like to submit that the backlog vacancies of the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and OBC which are being carried forward for a long time now should be cleared
immediately to give justice to these vulnerable sections of society.

Sir, 427 projects are pending and the estimated cost has been given by the Railway Minister. About Rs. 1 lakh crore
are needed for those projects. Some projects have been pending for years together.

The credibility of the railway budget making exercise has suffered under UPA-II because the plethora of promises made in
the budget of the year are there only to be forgotten the next year. There are several such examples since the Budget of
2010 like 50 world class stations, six bottling plants for fresh water, five sports academies, 522 hospitals and diagnostic
centres, 40 multi-speciality hospitals, 50 Kendriya Vidyalayas, seven new coach and loco factories, five new wagon
factories, rail axle factories and so on. The silence or obfuscation of the present Railway Minister on these promises
confirm that these budget announcements made by the former Railway Minister, Mamata Banerjee in 2010 and 2011 were



all gimmicks and a fraud on the Indian people.

These false promises are now being utilised by the present Railway Minister to initiate large scale privatisation of the
Indian Railways. The "Expert Group for Modernisation of Railways" headed by Sam Pitroda has submitted its Report in
February, 2012. The Report recommends the development of PPP models in various areas of Railways to attract private
investment in stations and terminals, high speed rail corridors, freight terminals, leasing of wagons, loco and coach
manufacturing units, captive power generation, railway hospitals and schools, etc. The Report also recommends mobilising
Rs. 50,000 crore through monetization that is selling off land and airspace belonging to the Railways. In keeping with these
recommendations, this year's Railway Budget has announced the setting up of companies like the Indian Railway Station
Development Corporation, Logistics Corporation, etc. in the PPP mode.

The Expert Group envisages PPP investment in railways worth Rs. 4.13 lakh crore over the next ten years.

The Railways are already showing negative growth in investment. This year's Economic Survey even shows -9.5 per cent
negative growth in the case of Railway Department investment. So, PPP will not work and it is to sell out our proud and
largest PSU of India, the Indian Railways to the private hands and corporates to loot it and make out another scam like how
it has happened in the telecommunications sector.

This is very much a fact and in this backdrop, I must oppose this Railway Budget because the main dimension of this
Budget is at par with the liberalisation, globalisation and privatisation policy of UPA-II Government to privatise, liberalise
and globalise the entire economy including the Indian Railways. So, I oppose this Railway Budget to protect our important
and golden PSU of our country.

I also oppose the fare hikes in the second class in the mail, express, suburban and non-suburban trains. This fare
hike is not fair. Hence, I oppose this hike in the passenger fare in the second class. I oppose this anti-people Railway
Budget presented by this Government.
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*SHRI LAXMAN TUDU (MAYURBHANDJ) : I represent the tribal and backward Mayurbhanj district of Odisha. It is the
largest district of Odisha and also one of the largest tribal and backward districts of India. My district is about 10,418 Sq.
Kms. in area highly dominated by Tribals where about 25 lakhs of people reside. The literacy percentage of people is about
52%. Most of them are poor and below poverty line (BPL). In such a large area there are no railway facilities at all till now.
It has not got its due share of railway development since independence for various reasons. I am very sorry to say that this
time also in the Railways Budget 2012-13; my district has been deprived of getting its due share. I would like to draw the
kind attention of the Hon'ble Minister of Railways, to my following points for speedy and positive actions on these for the
socio-economic development of the poor and backward tribals of my district.



I am sorry to say here that no any remarkable project/train have been taken up during this current budget.

In the Annexure 4 corresponding to Para No. 45 of the Railways Budget 2012-13 speech of the Hon'ble Minister of Railways,
at point No.9, it has been mentioned that new line survey will be taken up for extension of Rupsa-Buramara line up to
Chakulia. But, I am surprised to see this as on several occasions during question hours in this august House, the Hon'ble
Minister of Railways has replied that the Buramara-Chakulia new BG line is being taken up and executed by Rail Vikash
Nigam Limited (RVNL). Therefore, I would like to request the Hon'ble Minister to clarify the present position of Buramara-
Chakulia new BG line project.

At the same time, I would like to request the Hon'ble Minister, to take up and execute following new BG line projects in my
district at "Socially Desirable Projects" for the socio-economic development of the poor and backward tribals of my district.

(1) Bangriposi — Gorumahishani
(2) Badampahar-Keonjhar
(3) Baripada to Jajpur Road via Udala-Kaptipada-Sarat-Anandpur

(4) Buramara to Kharagpur via (Chandua — Gopiballavpur)

In order to decongest and augment the capacity of Rupsa-Baripada-Bangriposi section of South Eastern Railway (SER),
Betnoti PH on this section must be converted into a Crossing Station. This is required for proper timing of existing trains
and introduction of new trains as per huge public needs and demands, in this section. Therefore, sufficient budgetary
allocation should be provided for converting Betnoti into a crossing station.

Similarly, as the number of trains originating and terminating at Baripada station on the above section has increased
many folds, the single line and single platform at Baripada are not at all adequate to cater to the growing number of
trains in this section and to run these trains as per public needs and demands. SER authorities have also appreciated
this situation. As around 50 acres of railway lands are available at Braipada, sufficient budgetary allocation must be
provided for construction of a second line and second platform at Baripada station to decongest and augment the
capacity of the above section.

Baripada railway station is the 107 years old station which comes under South Eastern railway. It was the first witness
to a train communication in the state of Odisha which was piloted by the then Maharaja of Mayurbhanj Krushna Chandra
Bhanjdeo. The annual total revenue income of this station is around 84 lakhs. It is the main linkage between Rupsa-
Bangriposi broad gauge railway section. I have made 100 requests to the Ministry of Railways for making the Baripada
as modern full fledged railway station for the greater interest of the railway passenger. But, I am surprised in the
current budget session the Minister of Railways has announced in his budget speech about 1,102 crore rupees have
been allotted for redevelopment of 100 railway stations whereas the name of my Baripada station is not found in the
list. Is it not the step motherly attitude of Union Government towards my state Odisha?

Here, I with great regret put-forth my demand to the Ministry in the presented Railways Budget 2012-13, not even a
single station from my state Odisha has been taken up as model station for the year 2012-13. Therefore, I would like to
request the Hon'ble Minister to take up Rairangpur station in my district, alongwith other stations from my state Odisha,
as model station.

In view of the huge needs and demands of the public especially of the tribals of my district. I would like to request the
Hon'ble Minister, to declare the introduction of following new trains in addition to the Bripada-Bangriposi DEMU
passenger already declared by the Hon'ble Minister :

(1) Baripada-Bhubaneshwar Rajya Rani SF Express (Tri-weekly)
(2) Badampahar-Rourkela Express/Badampahar-Ranchi Express (Tri-weekly)

I would like to request the Hon'ble Minister to extend Train No. 12891/12892 Baripada — Bhubaneshwar SF Express
from Bangriposi to Puri and increase the frequency of Train No. 18007/18008 Shalimar-Baripada Simlipal Express from Tri-
weekly to daily in order to fulfill the long cherished dream and demand of the people of my district.

At last but not the least on behalf of the people of my constituency I like to thanks the Ministry of Railways for
considering the request of people for renaming Train No. 18007/18008 Shalimar Express as Simlipal Express and secondly



to win the hearts of poor tribals of Mayurbhanj district the Railway Ministry may be agreed to rename the Train
No.12891/12892 Bhubaneswar SF Express as Kherwal Express the great ancient world tribal state Odisha. As one day
Odisha was called Utkala, Udra and Kalinga so as Odisha was called by tribals as Kherwal Galh. This is nothing but the
mind and poor sentiment of tribals of Mayurbhanj.

As I come from the represent the poor and backward tribal district Mayurbhanj of Odisha, I strongly oppose the hike
in the passenger fares in ordinary mail and express second class.
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*SHRI A.K.S. VIJAYAN (NAGAPATTINAM): I am representing Nagapattinam Lok Sabha constituency, Tamil Nadu. I
would like to bring the following important proposals in respect of my Parliamentary Constituency, Nagapattinam, Tamil
Nadu.

The gauge conversion of Thiruvarur-Thiruthuraipoondi-Pattukottai segment of Thiruvarur-Karaikudi metre gauge line has been
left out in the budget 2012-13. I had made several representations to convert this meter gauge segment into broadgauge. This
segment ends at Thiruvarur which has already been converted into broad gauge. On Thiruvarur-Thiruthuraipoondi-Pattukottai
lies the famous 800 years' old Dargah at Muthupettai, which attracts pilgrims from all over the country. Moreover, this area is one
of the salt producing areas of the country. People of my constituency had great expectations that gauge conversion of this
segment could be announced in the Budget, but they were disappointed. I would also like to inform that I have raised this issue
in the Parliament on several occasions during the last 10 years. I have also written so many letters to different Railway Ministers
in this regard but the demand still remains unaddressed.

More shockingly, I am given to understand that the Railways are going to take up the work of Karaikudi-Pattukottai line first,
which is gross injustice to the people of my parliamentary constituency. Starting first the Karaikudi-Pattukottai line is like laying
steps on a hill from top to bottom whereas it is prudent to start the work from bottom to top from engineering point of view. I,
therefore, request the Ministry of Railways to start first Thiruvarur-Thiruthuraipoondi-Pattukottai line instead of the present
proposal of starting first the Karaikudi-Pattukottai gauge conversion work. This is relevant if Thiruvarur-Thiruthuraipoondi-
Pattukottai line is completed, which is of approximately 70 kms. only. It would save the time and money of the people who
would travel to Chennai, whereas if Karaikudi-Pattukottai line is completed first, then the people of my constituency have to travel
200 kms. more to reach Chennai, i.e. via Pattukottai-Karaikudi-Tiruchirapalli-Chennai. As such, they have to spend more time
and money to reach Chennai. In this regard, I would also like to mention here that I am ready to spend/give one year MPLADS
fund of Rs.5 crore for taking up Thiruvarur-Thiruthuraipoondi-Pattukottai gauge conversion project, if the Railway Ministry is
facing any financial crunch in taking up/completing this project.

Muthupettai in Tamil Nadu is the native place of Late Shri Sandanam Aiyangar, who was the First Railway Minister of the country.
The works of Broadgauge line on the Agasthiyanpalli and Thiruthuraipoondi route has already been announced and the works of
Broad gauge line between Mayiladuthurai and Thiruvarur is under construction. Thiruvarur-Muthupettai (Approx. 40 kms) Broad
gauge line project should also be taken up immediately as the people of these areas are facing lots of difficulties due to non-
availability of rail transport on this line.

There is a place called Akkarpettai situated between Nagapattinam and Nagore. The people of these areas are facing great
difficulties in crossing this Akkarapettai due to non-availability of an ROB. Due to frequent rail traffic, the railway gate at
Akkarapettai closes very frequently and the people have to wait a long time in crossing this railway gate. Because of this, the
people have to rush to cross the railway line which leads to frequent accidents and death of these innocent people. This causes
great inconvenience to the people at large and patients and school going children in particular. If an ROB is constructed in
Akkarapettai, it will be of great help to them. I request the Railway Minister to take up this project immediately.

At present, there is no direct train connectivity between Nagore and Delhi. Lots of people from North India visits the tourists
places of my constituency very frequently and the people of these places have to visit North India on search of jobs and other
purposes. Due to non-availability of direct train between Nagore and Delhi, the people have to change train either at Chennai or
at Tiruchirappalli which causes lots of inconvenience and time consuming. If a direct train between Nagore and Delhi is
introduced early, it will be of great help and convenient to the people of these areas and to the people of North India who are
visiting the above mentioned tourist places. I would like to add here that the Hon'ble Minister of State for Railways, during his
visit to the Tamil Nadu recently, has assured me that introduction of a direct train between Nagore and Delhi would be
announced in this year's Budget. But that has not been so, which has disappointed a large number of people. Hence, I urge upon
the Railway Minister to consider introducing a direct train between Nagore and Delhi.

At present, the Kamban Express (Train No.16176) is running between Nagore and Chennai Egmore is not having a stopping at
Mambalam, Chennai. After leaving Tambaram, it stops only at Chennai Egmore. The people who carries more luggagues to the
in-between areas of Tambaram and Chennai Egmore, have to either alight at Tambaram or Chennai Egnaove. And in the return
journey also, the Kamban Express (Train No.16175) starts from Chennai Egmore and stops only at Tambaram. The people with
more luggages have to hire a taxi or autorickshaw to either Chennai Egmore or Tambaram and have to pay huge sums to these
taxis or auto-rickshaws, which poor people cannot afford. If this train stops at Mambalam, Chennai for a minute, it will be of
great help to them. I request the Hon'ble Minister to issue orders for stoppage of Kamban Express (Train No.16176/16175) at



Mambalam, Chennai for a minute so that the people can be saved from paying huge sums to the taxis or auto-rickshaws.

There are three passenger trains (Nos. 56714, 56712 and 56852) are running from Thiruchirappalli to Nagore via Nagapattinam.
These trains start from Thiruchirappalli at 0610 hours, 1005 hours and 1630 hours and reaches Nagore at 1050 hours, 1415
hours and 2055 hours and all these train are of 10 coaches. I would like to suggest that if these trains are increased to 16
coaches and delink 8 coaches at Nagapattinam for Velankanni and 8 coaches for Nagore, it will increase the tourist arrival at
Velankanni and will give great boost to the people of Velankanni.

While considering the modernization and going in for Unit — 2 of ICF, the Railway may also consider setting up Metro Coaches
Production Centre with which we meet our local demands. Road travel has become costlier because of hike in oil prices and
frequent increase in petrol/diesel prices. For instance in Tamil Nadu, the bus fares has been increased exorbitantly. Hence, I urge
upon the Railway Minister to take into consideration the fact that more and more of passenger are thronging to the Railways now.
Hence, the Southern Railways may be suitably instructed to attach more number of coaches in the existing trains running
between Tirunelveli and Chennai, Madurai and Chennai and Trichy and Chennai. At least two more long distance trains may be
introduced to catch up with the demand. I urge upon the Railway Minister to introduce sub-urban rail service between
Coimbatore and Erode, Vellore and Arakkonam, Madurai and Dindigul, Trichy and Thanjavur and Trichy and Dindigul, Salem and
Erode. The law abiding commuter culture in Tamil Nadu will help the Railways to have increased revenue and viable safe
operation.

I urge upon the Railway Minister to consider the above proposals favourably for the benefit of the people of Tamil Nadu.

SHRI P. KUMAR (TIRUCHIRAPPALLI): Mr. Chairman, Sir thank you very much for giving me this opportunity to put forth
some of my suggestions in the august House on the Railway Budget on behalf of my AIADMK Party.

Sir, as we all know, the Railway is a significant mode of transport for poor people and for majority of goods. It has been
acting as an unavoidable component mixed with the life of common people in the country.

Therefore, it is very important for the Government to view the concern of common people while preparing the
Railway Budget. Even a small increase in passenger fare may lead to negative impact on their livelihood.

As far as new announcements for Tiruchirappalli constituency is concerned, I would like to thank the hon. Minister for the
introduction of new line survey between Thanjavur-Pudukottai via Gandarvakkottai. Also, the hon. Minister has announced
84 stations for upgradation as Adarsh Stations during the year 2012-13. While thanking him for selecting Thiruverumbur
railway station for upgradation as Adarsh Station in my constituency, I am disappointed that only four stations have been
selected for upgradation in Tamil Nadu. Therefore, I request the hon. Minister to select more stations for upgradation in our
State including the religious place Srirangam and the historical place Pudukkottai in my constituency.

I further thank the hon. Minister for announcing news daily express train between Tiruchirappali-Tirunelveli Intercity
Express via Madurai and Virudunagar. But the longstanding demand of introducing express trains or super fast trains from
Tiruchi to Kanyakumari, Pudukkottai to Chennai and a direct train from Tiruchirappalli to Bangalore is not met and these are



not yet announced. So, this line should also be included for introducing new express train.

Rock Fort Express which is also called as Malaikottai Express in Tamil Nadu was early running between Tiruchirappalli-
Chennai-Tiruchirappalli. Since Tiruchi and Pudukkottai are populous cities, a huge number of people from these cities are
benefited due to this Rock Fort Express. In view of gauge conversion, this express was extended up to Thanjavur in the
year 2000, then up to Kumbakonam in the year 2004. Now, the gauge conversion has been completed on the main line.
Thanjavur and Chennai are connected by various trains. After restoration of train connectivity on the main line, the Rock
Fort Express should be run on its original line, that is, between Tiruchirappalli and Chennai, and Chennai and Tiruchirappalli
since people of Tiruchirappalli and Pudukkottai to whom this train has been introduced could not get reservation in Rock
Fort Express. I request the hon. Minister to take necessary action in this regard.

Likewise, in the last Budget Speech, I requested the hon. Minister to include Tiruchirappalli for Duranto Service. Since this
city is a populous city with a number of industries and trade units, it should be made as the starting point for Duranto
Service to other cities. I also reiterated during the discussion on the Supplementary Demands for Grants of the Ministry of
Railways for the year 2010-11 for construction of a Railway Over Bridge at Srirangam Railway Line. Frequently, there is a
heavy traffic from Singaperumal Koil to Government Boys Higher Secondary School, Srirangam. Further, I also demanded
the construction of ROBs at the railway gate in-between Tiruchi and Pudukkottai NH-210 near Rasa Vayal level-crossing
and one in Tiruchirappalli City near Maris Theatre at Tiruchirappalli on priority basis. I am disappointed that not even a
single work has been announced in this Budget also. Hence, I once again urge the hon. Minister to consider these lines for
construction of Railway Over Bridges - Tiruchirappalli-Dindugul Four Lane Road Over Bridge No.1136 near Tiruchirappali
Junction. The process for implementing it is getting delayed beyond schedule. I urge upon the Government to expedite it as
per the schedule.

The gauge conversion project from Salem to Karur is already completed. It should be inaugurated at the earliest. The
ongoing doubling project from Villuppuram to Dindugul is at the estimated cost of Rs.1280 crore. But till now, only Rs. 210
crore is spent and a meagre amount of Rs.60 crore is allocated in this present Budget. This project is going very slowly due
to poor financial allocation. So, I request the Government to allocate more funds in order to complete the doubling project
at the earliest. The doubling of railway line from Thanjavur and Ponmalai also needs sufficient financial allocation.

The Golden Rock Railway Workshop and 3200 staff quarters are in 225 acres at Golden Rock, Tiruchirappalli. Nearly 70 per
cent of the employees staff quarters are demolished and the said land is lying vacant. It is one among the primary railway
workshops in India which was commenced in the year 1918. This Workshop is in the heart of Tiruchirappalli City. Now, the
Railway Workshop is involved in wagon production, periodical overhauling of wagons, overhauling of diesel locomotives and
steam locomotives. As huge lands are available, I urge upon the Railway Ministry to consider the inception of another
Railway Coach Factory at Golden Rock, Tiruchirappalli on the lines of the ICF, Perambur, Chennai. If the Ministry is inclined

to implement these suggestions, there will be a lot of employment opportunities which will be provided to the unemployed
and the Indian Railways will also get sufficient new and modern coaches to meet the present needs of the Railways.

I appeal to the Ministry through this august House to consider the suggestion and to take suitable action to fulfil our demand. In
order to facilitate the air passengers from Chennai to different parts of the country, I request the hon. Minister of Railways to
order for stoppage of all Express Trains for two minutes at Thirisoolam Railway Station opposite to Meenambakkam Airport.

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI (KARUR): As mentioned by the hon. Minister, there is a need for a stoppage at Thirisoolam Railway
Station because most of the people can benefit from that as it would become easy for the people who wanted to travel to
the southern parts of the country by catching the trains at Thirisoolam Railway Station. This is very important. Therefore,
this may kindly be considered by the Railway Minister. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN : Those who wanted to associate with the issue may send the slips.

SHRI P. KUMAR: As mentioned by our beloved leader hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi Amma, "the
Budget mentions that 487 projects are pending and the Minister himself admits that they cannot be completed in a time
bound manner due to inadequate budgetary support. Many projects in Tamil Nadu are moving at a snail's pace and
languishing for want of funds.

There is a shortage of staff at Karur Railway Station. Therefore, I would like to request the hon. Railway Minister to
increase the staff immediately. Sir, A/c coaches and Sleeper coaches should be increased in the Mangalore Express which is
running between Chennai-Trichy-Mangalore.

To conclude, as earlier Budgets, this year Budget also failed to concentrate many of the long pending demands of South
Railways. As you know, that Southern Region is significantly contributing a major share for the revenue of Railways. Therefore it
is pertinent to give more importance for projects under Southern Railways. I request you the hon. Minister to take initiatives in



this regard at least now.

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): I stand here on behalf of my Party in support of the Railway Budget. I compliment
the hon. Railway Minister and the entire Railway Ministry for coming up with a Budget where the priority of the entire
Budget is safety. Sir, 30 million commuters in our country use the Railways. It is a very interesting fact that in the growth
story of India, roads have been improved; the airports have improved but the Railways have substantially have not been
able to grow at the speed of the rest of the infrastructure in our country has grown.

I would like to reflect back on Shri Chacko's speech where he repeatedly said that fortunately when we land in any airports
of our country, infrastructure in the airports is something India is very proud of as well as the road connectivity. But I think
the real reason where the Railways has not been able to achieve this is purely because of paucity of funds. Even in this
year's Budget, we were expecting a far bigger share for Railways.

As the common man today in our country uses Railways day in and day out, be it in any part of the country or even from
the State from where I come or Mumbai which has seven million commuters every day who use for going to work or
schools or colleges.

Even if you consider the Sam Pitroda as well as Kakodkar Committee Reports, their investment requirement of the entire
Railways is Rs.14 lakh crore. We are nowhere near this in this Budget. A lot of controversy in the last few weeks really has
been over the tariff issue. This is something which this House needs to deliberate, discuss whether a Railway Tariff
Regulatory Authority is the final solution for our Railways because there will be a lot of controversy over this because
everybody feels and I have heard a lot of speeches and the sense of the House that nobody is really for the rise in the ticket
or fare hike but I personally feel from the State from where I come from, where really Railways is used by millions of people
day in and day out for work, everybody is willing to pay a little more provided the services of Railways are improved. So, the
onus is really on the Railways today that people would pay a little bit extra but the responsibilities are on the Railways to
give much better services

If we are increasing the fares or freight for safety, I do not think any consumer or commuter is going to object because
safety is really critical and in the entire speech, the Minister himself and the Ministry has focused on safety purely. The kind
of accidents that have been happening in the country, we really need to address this issue. I am not sure if the Railway
Tariff Regulatory Authority is the only solution but we have seen that with electricity. In our country, initially, it was a very

political thing but when in our State when we first had the regulatory authority for electricity, a lot of people objected to it
but people realized that for better services today, if there is an independent authority which is non-political, the things
become a little easier and if that is an option and if the sense of the whole House agrees to something like this, we really
need to consider. Otherwise, we are going to let our Railways, which is one of the most important transport options,
probably decay and die in a few years to come. So, I think, eventually the Railways have to think as to whether they really
want to only go for politics and vote bank or survival of our Railways which, probably, does need a slight increase in the



fares.

Talking about safety, I think we really need an Indian Railway Safety Authority as well as a Railway Research and
Development Council on an urgent basis because safety is only going to get better provided we use improved technology.
The latest technologies that are available in the world today should be used in our country. If you go anywhere in the
world, you can see that the Railways is one of the most major transport options. So, we need to improve our tracks and
bridges, signalling systems, anti-collision technology etc.

There was a mention about a bullet train earlier in somebody's speech here. India is looking at becoming a greener nation
and a healthier nation. We have to look at all these options. Anti-collision technology is used worldwide today and trains
are getting greener. Even in his Railway Budget Speech, the Railway Minister has talked about a green train. Now they are
using diesel in a big way and using bigger and heavier machine. So we should use modern technology for improving our
trains with more bogies and use the technology for reducing the use of diesel and coal. There is a lot that Railways can do
in respect of electrification, modernisation of rolling stock etc. and I think the sense of the House must support all these
changes and for improving all these safety systems in our Railways.

The next point is, Shrimati Bhavana has talked about agriculture in her speech. I think she is talking about cotton which is
grown in the area which she represents. I think we should walk an extra mile in this regard because cotton is a very
important product in the agriculture growth of our country. Fruits and vegetables are grown more in Pune District from
where I come from and the grapes and mangoes from the Konkan area are all sent to various parts of our country with the
help of Railways. So, if the Railways can improve their systems, which can give us more bogies especially for transporting
vegetables and fruits, I think, our farmers will definitely get some more money and good remunerative price which we keep
discussing about.

Sir, this year's Railway Budget is a completely inclusive budget which talks about differently abled people. They have talked
about barrier free infrastructure. Normally, when we talk about differently abled people, we always feel that we should
provide them with a ramp and that is good enough. Actually a ramp does not mean that you cover all the differently abled
people. They need things to hold while they walk up the stairs and they need definitely better infrastructure in toilets and
drinking water facilities for them as well as good signages. I think signages is one thing which needs to be improved in
India. Even inside Parliament, there are hardly any signages here. If a disabled person comes to this building or a visually
impaired person or a hearing impaired person comes here, I do not think he can find his way here. In India, really in our
infrastructure we always think that a barrier free infrastructure, which is a ramp, is good enough for the differently abled
people. But it is not sufficient. I think the Railways need to expand their role and their view of looking at differently abled
people.

Sir, another point which was mentioned in the Railway Budget is about a Logistics Corporation. I think it is extremely
important because they make a lot of profits in freight, but the people who work in freight wing are the biggest sufferers in
this entire Railway family. Actually the Railways do not even consider the porters and ma/ dakka workers as their family.

These mal dakka workers work under extreme conditions all over India because our entire cement production goes through
the Railways or fertiliser is also transported to various parts of our country through trains and in this, these porters and ma/
dakka workers play a major role in carrying these cement bags and fertiliser bags to the Railway wagons. In most places in
India, there is not even a shed for them to sit, there is not even proper drinking water facility or toilets available for these
people. Normally, if you write to the Railway Ministry, they say that they are not their employees and they are contract

workers. I think it is completely unfair on these people. They do a very important job and I think the Railways and the
Government of India has to seriously consider and include these people, who come under the unorganised sector, into their

family.

Then, we welcome the recruitment of more staff in the Railways. I must compliment the Railway Ministry for this because
in my State especially there used to be a huge controversy about railway recruitment as these examinations were not being
conducted in all the regional languages. I would like to compliment the Railway Ministry for the initiative which they have
taken. Today, railway recruitment is done very transparently. Now they have said that they are going to recruit one lakh
more people into the Railways. I think we hope that people of every State will get a chance to work in the Railway Ministry.

Another point that the Rail Mantralya very candidly accepted is that there are 487 projects worth Rs. 1 lakh crore which are
pending, which are committed in the previous various Budgets. I think, time has come for the Government to come out with
a clean White Paper and not just make documents because there are promises and promises made in every Budget. Even in



my own constituency, a lot of promises are made. My colleague Shri Sajeev Naik is from Thane and there it is one of the
oldest Railway Stations. It was promised to be made world-class, but I think even the survey has not been completely
done. I think these are a few concerns that we all have that we want the Budget to come out with a White
Paper...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please do not disturb.

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE : So, we would just urge for a clean White Paper to come, revamp whatever commitments are
made because I think the Budget is a very important and a serious document. It is no point just making new promises and
new lines when we have not got the old ones.

There are just a few interventions that I would like to make regarding my State, where I come from, Maharashtra. The Rail
Mantralaya has made a lot of good interventions in Mumbai, especially, when it comes to connect our Central, Western and
Harbour Line, whether it is the Karjat-Panel, the MUTP Projects 1 & 2 and the third phase also are going to be a big
connectivity and going to help millions of commuters in Mumbai.

The only two things which are very critical in Mumbai, especially, since the hon. Home Minister is here, we would like to his
intervention that whenever there is an accident in Mumbai, the Railway Police say it is not our job, and the Home Ministry
of Maharashtra says that it is not our job because it happened on the Railway track. So, those bodies lie unattended and
unidentified for days, sometimes it takes three days unless some channel or a newspaper covers that story and that
unidentified body is picked up. I think we need to have a clear policy on who really, when there is an accident, needs to
address these issues because there are a lot of times there are accidents and even after the hon. Mumbai High Court,
which has made several interventions, we see that the Railway has not been able to cope up. There are requirements of
Ambulances at every station in Mumbai. Millions of commuters sometimes just die because in that golden hour, which is
the first one hour after an accident, they have no access to any health service. I think that is one big intervention which the
Government needs to make whether Railway Police is in charge or the Home Ministry is in charge. There are millions of
people suffering only because of this.

Talking about the area where I represent, my own constituency, I think Pune has really got a raw deal in this Budget. Pune-
Nasik is a welcome step, but I would urge the hon. Minister to look at Pune-Mumbai and Nasik to make it into a Golden
Triangle. These are commitments made in the last Budget; they have given a promise of starting a new train in the
memory of Shri Krishnuma Gaj, who is one of the tallest poets in Maharashtra. It is his centenary year. We were committed
that there would be a train starting, but we have not seen that happened, so I would urge the hon. Minister to make the
necessary intervention.

I have even asked for several trains like Daund-Pune Shuttle, Lonawala-Pune-Daund local service, electrification of Pune-
Daund track, extending the Pragati Express up to Baramati, morning-evening, Baramati-Pune, Nira, Daund, Yawat, Khutbav,
Kadethan and Patas and various stations in the State which all lack the basic amenities. We are also looking for an RUB at
Kurkumbh; that is something which we have tried for the last two years, regularly worked with them. The Maharashtra
Government is also willing to share the cost. We have not got a very good response from the Rail Mantralaya.

Looking for Kedgaon station for Pune-Jammu Tawi Jhelum Express, Mumbai-Pune-Pandharpur Express, even Daund block
which has large areas of land, which is just lying idle and a lot of hutmen are living there today. If you can use that for
beautification of that city and improving some infrastructure because Pune today is completely congested, so if you can
extend some of that load to Daund, it will help that city even in the economics of that city because in Daund the entire
land, about 60 per cent, is owned by the Railway and lie completely vacated and idle today.

Even Pune-Kolhapur needs an extension and we have asked for a Shatabadi Express. Pune-Konkan region; Konkan region is
an integral part and Shri Chacko, even in his speech, mentioned that Mumbai-Konkan Railway connects to Kerala, which
needs more frequency. So, we urge the hon. Minister to look into that if we can more trains. Normally what happens is that
people buy tickets either in Konkan or in Kerala or in Mumbai. This Railway is made for the Konkan people in the Kokan belt
and the in-between people do not get reservation.
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They never get reservations because the tickets are all bought either at the Mumbai end or the Kerala end. So we need
more stoppages and we need some seats blocked for all our people from Sindhudurga area and the entire Konkan belt.

We definitely welcome the proposal to connect Shirdi-Pandharpur and Amritsar-Patna-Nanded. Thousands of pilgrims are
going to benefit from this. We need Amarawati-Pune express; we need more frequent trains in it. Nagar-Beed-Parli is a plan



of Rs. 462 crore and 261 kilometre route has been approved in 2008 but the work has still not started. Inauguration of the
Wardha-Yawatmal-Nanded project was done but there is no progress in it. Developing Lonand station will help the newly
industrialized towns like Shirwal, Khandala, Lonand and Phaltan. This is one demand which has been discussed several
times but still no action has been taken from the Rail Mantralaya end. Konkan railway double line project till Rohe was
suggested but we still have not got it. Connecting Konkan to Kolhapur, Sindhudurga and Ratnagiri is also a commitment
made which has not been completed. Some rail projects like Solapur-Aurangabad-Jalgaon; Nanded-Bidar, Jalana-
Khamgaon, Nanded-Yawatmal-Wardha, Nagar-Beed-Parli-Vaijanaath, Wardha-Nanded, Manmad-Indore, Wadasa-Desaijang,
Armori-Gadchiroli, Pune-Varanasi, these are all mentioned in various budgets but we still do not see any of these converting
into a reality.

I understand that you are under tremendous pressure and the paucity of money is definitely a big challenge in front of the
Ministry. I would urge upon the hon. Finance Minister and the hon. Prime Minister to reconsider and give a bigger Budget
allocations to Railways which is a lifeline for an average commuter in our country. I finally pledge my support and congratulate
the Minister for coming up with a development-oriented rail growth and expansion of the Railways.

+*SHRI ADHI SANKAR (KALLAKURICHI):

I would like to bring the following important proposals in respect of Tamil Nadu :-

The survey work on laying of new railway line between Kallakuruchi and Chinnasalem has already been completed in 2005. The
local area people are very much annoyed that even after the completion of survey in 2005, no work has been started yet. I urge
upon the Railway Minister to consider the Survey Report of 2005 and start the work on this line immediately for the benefit of the
people of this area.

I am given to understand that the Railways are going to take up the work of Karaikudi-Pattukottai line first. Starting first the
Karaikudi-Pattukottai line is like laying steps on a hill from top to bottom whereas it is prudent to start the work from bottom to
top from engineering point of view. I, therefore, request the Ministry of Railways to start first Thiruvarur-Thiruthuraipoondi-
Pattukottai line instead of the present proposal of starting first the Karaikudi-Pattukottai gauge conversion work. This is relevant if
Thiruvarur-Thiruthuraipoondi-Pattukottai line is completed, which is of approximately 70 kms. only.

At present, the Kamban Express (Train No.16176) running between Nagore and Chennai Egmore is not having a stopping at
Mambalam, Chennai. After leaving Tambaram, it stops only at Chennai Egmore. The people who carry more luggages to the in-
between areas of Tambaram and Chennai Egmore, have to either alight Tambaram or Chennai Egmore. And on the return
journey also, the Kambam Express (Train No. 16175) starts from Chennai Egmore and stops only at Tambaram. The people with
more luggages have to hire a taxi or autorickshaw to either Chennai Egmore or Tambaram and have to pay huge sums to these
taxis or auto-rickshaws, which poor people cannot afford. If this train stops at Mambalam, Chennai for a minute, it will be great
help to them. I request the Hon'ble Minister to issue orders for stoppage of Kamban Express (Train No.16176/16175) at
Mambalam, Chennai for a minute so that the people can be saved that the people can be saved from paying huge sums to the
taxis or auto-rickshaws.

While considering the modernization and going in for Unit-2 of ICF, the Railway may also consider setting up Metro Coaches
Production Centre with which we meet our local demands. Road travel has become costlier because of hike in oil prices and
frequent increase in petrol/diesel prices. For instance, in Tamil Nadu, the bus fares has been increased exorbitantly. Hence, I urge
upon the Railway Minister to take into consideration the fact that more and more of passengers are thronging to the Railways
now. Hence, the Southern Railways may be suitably instructed to attach more number of coaches in the existing trains running
between Tirunelveli and Chennai, Madurai and Chennai and Trichy and Chennai. At least two more long distance trains may be
introduced to catch up with the demand. I urge upon the Railway Minister to introduce sub-urban rail service between
Coimbatore and Erode. Vellore and Arakkonam, Madurai and Dindigul, Trichy and Thanjavur and Trichy and Dindigul, Salem and
Erode. The law abiding commuter culture in Tamil Nadu will help the Railways to have increased revenue and viable safe
operation.

I urge upon the Railway Minister to consider the above proposals favourably for the benefit of the people of Tamil Nadu.



*SHRI N.SIVA PRASAD (CHITTOOR) : Thank you Chairman Sir, for giving me this opportunity to speak on Rail Budget. But I
don't understand what I should speak about this Rail Budget. The Minister who introduced this Budget is no more a
Minister. What is the fate of this Railway Budget? Usually, train starts with a whistle, Trivedi Ji's train started with poetry,

but it ended in tragedy. Common man is worried about this Budget, so is new Minister for Railways. Shri Mukul Roy must be
in a strange situation, where he will be replying to a Budget which he didn't introduce. With zeal to do something former
Rail Minister failed so, is the condition of my state, Andhra Pradesh. Whether it was faith or myth, we expected a lot, but
we are shocked every time. Andhra Pradesh is the crown of UPA Government but this Government is fooling us through Rail
Budget. When our Chief Minister convened a meeting with Minister for Railways and MPs from our state we thought there
will be a great deal. But again Railways betrayed us. If we compare our country with other countries, it is sad to note that
we are way behind them in laying new lines, electrification and doubling of Railway lines and in introduction of new trains.

Around 40% of train accidents happen due to unmanned level crossings, I request Railways to take up responsibility and
ensure adequate safety measures to minimize number of accidents.

Due to inadequate funds allocated to Andhra Pradesh, the projects which commenced around 25 years ago are yet to be
completed. If this approach continues, the Railway projects in my state can never be completed. Though Congress party is
in power at both state and central level, the State of Andhra

* English translation of the Speech originally delivered in Telugu.

Pradesh is meted out injustice. The Railway projects announced under Congress party's regime are confined to papers only.
Issues related to modernization and expansion of Railway lines, re-organisation of safety system and Railway bridges which
are in dilapidated situation, are not addressed to. Vishakhapatanam, Vizianagaram and Srikakulam districts in North Coastal
Andhra Pradesh are part of Eastern Coastal Railway zone. There was a proposal to merge these districts in South Central
Railway, but this is yet to be materialized. The proposal to provide facilities of International Standards to Secunderabad and
Tirupati stations is also unattended. Adarsh stations are in cold storage. The works of Medical college, Nursing college and
Sports academy are in slow pace. There are no new industries that are being set up in our State. Even the work of Rail
Coach Factory which was proposed three years ago in Kazipet, is stand still and is neglected. Shri Muniyappa ji informed
that land could not be acquired for the factory, hence work could not start. The State Government expected Rs. 750 crores
for Nadikudi — Srikalahasthi, Manoharabad — Kothapalli, Kotipalli — Narsapur, Guntur — Tenali — Repalli, doubling of
Vijayawada — Gudivada — Bhimavaram — Narsapur and Kadapa — Bangalore projects, but not a single rupee was allocated
in this Budget.

We asked for 33 new trains, but we are provided with only two daily trains and five weekly trains. The manufactured
wagons are being taken away by other states because of which South Central Railway could not operate around 100 special
trains. Additional bogies could not be attached to 600 trains which are running presently.

Bigger States like West Bengal, Bihar and Tamil Nadu have 38 kms of Railway line per every 1000 kilometers, whereas, in
our state it is only 18 kms per 1000 kilometers. Though we have minerals like coal, Iron, Bauxite and in major parts we
don't have railway network to realise this potential. Though South Central Railway accounts to Rs.9000 crores of revenue
out of Rs. 30,000 crores revenue generated by Indian Railways, South Central Railway gets only 1500 crores in allocations.
This is how injustice is meted out to our state.

In my constituency, there is a strange situation. Muniyappa ji, please understand our plight as a neighbour We can be
happy only when our neighbours are happy. My constituency falls under three Railway zones. Nagari is in Southern



Railways, Kuppam is in South Western Railways and Chittoor, Tirupati, Chandragiri are in South Central Railway zone. It is
very difficult for me to co-ordinate with these three zones. One or the other GM ignores me. The officials of Railway Board
are inaccessible. There is a need to respond to us on time. Muniyappa ji, there is 'Ekambarakuppam' railway station in
Nagari. The level of platform is so low that while de boarding passengers fall on each other on platform. Similarly, it is very
difficult to board a train from this station. Sir, Kuppam is your neighbourhood constituency, where we have Dravida
University which was set up by N. Chandrababu Naidu and catering to the needs of four South Indian States. It serves as an
education hub, but no express train stops here. There are thousand of students studying here. Hence, there is a need to
provide halt for Yeshwantpur-Hawarh Express. The town may be bifurcated and RUB may be provided, which would reduce
number of accidents. There is a need for push-pull train in my constituency. It comes to Bangarpet and remain there idle
from morning to evening. I request an additional trip of that train to Kuppam.

Chittoor is nearer to Katpadi, there is a need for train from Chennai to Chittoor. We have pilgrim centres like Kanipaakam
and Tirupati, hence there is need for a train from Chennai to Shirdi. There are three Railway crossings between
Poothalapattu and Chittoor where several accidents happen, which is on NH-218. Hence, I request for Rail Over Bridges at
these places. You proposed to upgrade Tirupati station to International Standards, but there is no adequate land available
there. Instead, I request you to consider Chandragiri which is very near to Tirupati. There was a proposal to set up hospital
in Paakala, I would like to inform that Railways has 200 acres of land in Paakala, they may consider setting up Rail Coach
Factory or some other factory. Mukthiravala is a station which was functional during Britishers' regime but it is closed now.
I request you to revive that Railway station. You sanctioned a new line between Bhadrachalam and Kovvur in my colleague
MP Nama Nageshwara Rao's constituency and I thank you for this. 151 km railway line was sanctioned with Rs.938 crores
estimate. I request you to release these funds and lay foundation stone for this line at the earliest. I extend my
appreciation to Ministry of Railways for extending this railway line from 100 kms to 150 kms and served the poor people. I
request Muniyappa ji to show affection for neighbourhood constituency. I once again thank you for giving me this
opportunity.

*SHRI ANANDRAO ADSUL (AMRAVATI) : The Hon'ble Minister of Railways has announced the much awaited express

train from Amravati to Pune while presenting the Rail Budget 2012-13 in Lok Sabha on 14th March, 2012. However, the train
is biweekly, and citizens expect it to be made a daily train. As soon as the local people hear the announcement of biweekly
train, they were feeling very miserable.

The demand for the Amravati-Pune train picked up in the last decade since most students and youngsters have rushed to Pune
for jobs and education and there are very limited trains for Pune. Even these are from Badnera railway station. Private bus
operators took full advantage of this paucity. In the festival season, bus fares to Pune would shoot up dramatically. Therefore,
when Amravati railway station was developed, the demand for the Pune train intensified.

The proposed route of the train is lengthy instead of straight route. If the train is proposed via Manmad, it would save 3-4
hours of journey and cover 213 km less distance to reach the destination. There is a big difference in the distance of
Badnera/Amravati — Pune and Nanded —Pune routes. Further, Akola to Purna and Purna to Pune are single line route and
also not electrified resulting in change of Engine of the train at three times in single journey which also increase the time of
journey.

Due to long journey hours and lengthy route, the local people/regular commuters are not feeling cheated.

I would request the hon'ble Minister of Railways to modify the route of proposed train and to run it via Manmad instead of
via Latur. Consider the passenger load to Pune. I also request the Hon'ble Minister to make the proposed train daily affair.

I wish to bring some facts to your kind notice that there is a long pending demand of gauge conversion of Achalpur-
Murtizapur (77 kms.), Murtizapur- Yavatmal (113 kms.) and Pulgaon — Arvi (35 kms.) narrow gauge lines into broad gauge
line. Presently these sections of rail line are owned by the private company known as Central Provinces Railway Company
Limited (Klickson & Company, Britian) and operated by a Central Railway. The Central Provinces Railway company Limited
is unable to bear the expenditure to be incurred on the repair& maintenance. Due to poor maintenance of this rail line, the
trains are being run on this line at the average speed of 16-17 km per hour.

The railway line is passing through Anjangaon, Achalpur, Murtizapur, Paratwada areas, which are agriculturally rich and
best irrigated area of Maharashtra State. This area is famous for cotton, chilly and orange. Finlay mill project has been set
up there. In the absence of broad gauge rail line facilities in this area, the farmers and business communities are facing



hardship resulting development activities in this area are impeded.

The people of the region feel cheated as after the 63 years of independence, these stretch of rail lines are still owned by
the foreign company.

The Hon'ble President of India has also desired vide letter No. 10/Per Cell/2009 dated 24th June, 2009 to prioritize the
following works: -

(i)  Expeditious completion of Amravati-Narkhed new broad gauge line which is already under construction.

(i)  Conversion of Achalpur —Murtizapur narrow gauge railway line into broad gauge.
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*SHRI P. LINGAM (TENKASI): Mr. Chairman, Sir, we are now discussing the Railway Budget for the year 2012-13 presented
by our former Railway Minister Shri Dinesh Trivedi.

The investment that would be infused into the Railways for the 12th Five Year Plan has been indicated to be Rs. 7.35 lakh

crore. This is a mere 1.92 crore more than the 11t Five Year Plan. I would like to point out that this is nothing in the wake
of the inflation and its pressure on our economy and the devaluation of money. So there is no real increase in investment
for the Railways.

Railways provide a vital communication link to the length and breadth of the country. The Budget for the Railways is
greater than the budget of many States. 2.5 million passengers travel every day by Indian Railways. I would like to point
out that in the light of all that I have mentioned, the investment for the Railways has not been augmented and that only
shows the retardation in the growth of Indian Railways. This shows the backward state and the trend.

Our former Railway Minister who himself was not safe had stressed more about safety in his Budget. Only Rs. 16,842 crore
have been earmarked for safety in the 12th Five Year Plan which is much less than the requirement. This fund for safety has



to address to various needs like attending to the accidents, meeting the local needs in replacing level crossings with ROBs
and other necessary infrastructure needs of the Railways. Going by the demands and the needs, it has to be pointed out
that the fund allocation for safety needs much to be desired.

The revenue from the passenger fare hike announced in this Budget is about Rs. 4,000 crore. Platform ticket charge has
been increased. All the classes upto First Class have been covered in the fare hike on the basis of the distance covered.
Much of hue and cry is made on this. I would like to ask of you as to why such noise is made against the increase in the
freight charges that was announced by the

former Railway Minister as early as on the 6t of March this year. When compared to the passenger fare hike of Rs. 4,000
crore, the freight charge increase is more to the tune of Rs. 20,000 crore. So, at a time when the Budget was under
preparation, just before the Budget to be presented, freight tariff increase was announced. The leader of his party who did
not condemn that move that has resulted in spiraling of prices is making much hue and cry about the passenger fare hike. I
only see a staging of a drama in all this. I do not understand this. If that leader was really concerned about the plight of the
common people, a condemnation should have been made at that point of time when a huge increase in freight charges was
made. We cannot ignore this kind of political drama as mere 'accidents' in our democratic body polity.

In December, 2009, the former Railway Minister Kumari Mamata Banerjee came up with a Vision Document for the
Railways and about things that were to be carried out by 2020. From hindsight, I would like to ask of you as to what
happened to that document prepared with foresight.

Pradhan Mantri Railway Vikas Yojana was announced in an earlier Railway Budget. We do not know what had happened to
that and would like to know how many people got job opportunities or benefits out of it.

We think about modernizing the Railways. At this juncture I would like to point out that our passenger train compartments
and wagons are not of standard. There is no standard maintenance of our Railway Stations. Almost all the infrastructure
facilities with the Railways are not up to the mark. The quality and the standards must have to be enhanced.

When it comes to announcing various projects and schemes, Tamil Nadu is being sidelined and ignored and there is
discrimination. Delhi has got 5 to 6 rail terminals, Mumbai has got 5 terminals and Kolkata has got 4 terminals whereas
Chennai has got only two railway terminals. The Minister has to announce a third terminal for Chennai city to come up in
Tambaram. I urge upon you to upgrade Royapuram Station and make it a fourth terminal for Chennai city. Lack of this
facility has left Tamil Nadu in a backward state.

Pattukkottai-Ariyalur railway line via Orathanadu was laid in 1932. But now there is no train in this route. This is because of
the enormous delay in guage-conversion. Hence, I urge upon you to operate train service between Pattukkottai and Ariyalur
via Orathanadu and Thanjavur.

My Tenkasi constituency has been ignored and neglected in the Railway Budget. About 200 kilometres of distance between
Tenkasi and Virudhunagar has got many important pilgrim towns. But there is only one Express Train connection in the
form of Podhigai Express is there resulting in heavy demand and congestion and clamour for tickets. It does not have First
Class compartment and adequate number of coaches.

Level-crossing No. 502 that is coming up in my Tenkasi constituency is pending completion as Railways have not
constructed the over-bridge connecting the two roads on either side. The construction of road on the part of State
Government has been completed long back. Not allocating funds for completing this RoB by Railways is causing
inconvenience to the general public. Even after the completion of approach road by the State Government, this project is
pending for the past three years because of the neglect on the part of the Railways. I strongly urge upon you to allocate
funds to complete this project at the earliest.

Tenkasi-Tirunelveli and Shencottah-Quilon gauge conversion work must be speeded up. Trains from the North are mostly
stopped at Chennai. Increased operation of direct trains from the North to many other different destinations in Tamil Nadu
must be there in place soon. Chennai which is like a gateway to Tamil Nadu, must link the trains from the North with
various other towns and cities in Tamil Nadu which are not so far been linked by rail services.

I urge upon the hon. Minister to provide more of rail transport facilities to the southern part of the country, especially Tamil



Nadu by way of increasing the number of trains and new destinations within Tamil Nadu. Doubling of railway lines must be
taken up so that better rail connectivity is provided linking the others part of the country with interior towns in Tamil Nadu.
Railways must not be partisan and must function as a common PSU for all the people of India.

The entire Government of India machinery is sought to be remote controlled by the former Railway Minister. The change of
guard in the Railway Ministry now is seen as a political accident in our democratic set up. Railways must come out of its
discriminatory mindset and ensure better rail connectivity and many other projects for Tamil Nadu. As we strongly feel that
this Budget is not taking care of all the needy parts of the country that require rail services, I oppose this Budget.

With these words, I conclude.

*SHRI 0.S. MANIAN (MAYILADUTHURAI) : I am giving below the details of ongoing railway project in Tamil Nadu
and request for sufficient financial allocation for the early completion of those railway projects.

Due to the steep hike in freight charges and passengers fares in the present railway budget, it will cause increase in prices of
essential commodities thus paving the way for higher inflation. The state Government of Tamil Nadu have already submitted a
proposal for construction of 6 new railway lines where these are not included the budget.

The gauge conversion from Chennai to Karaikudi via Myladuthurai and Tiruvarur (0/0-300 kms) is completed upto Tiruvarur
and the trial run is also completed. The next stretch of guage conversion is to be taken from Tiruvarur-Karaikudi with the
sufficient financial allocation. But in the present budget the gauge conversion is sanctioned from Karaikudi to Pattukottai
instead of Tiruvarur-Karaikudi. I request the Hon'ble Minister of Railways to start the gauge conversion from Tiruvarur (301
kms) and to allocate sufficient funds for the early completion of the project.

In the present budget, the survey has been ordered from Karaikal to Peralam to connect Myladuthurai railway line. But
there is already an existing railway line Karaikal to Myladuthurai which is not in use. Instead of making new survey for a
new ling, I request the Minister of Railways to relay the existing railway line which is lying unused from Karaikal to
Myladuthurai.

In order to facilitate the air passengers from Chennai to the different parts of our country, I request the hon'ble Minister of
Railways to order for stoppage of all express trains for two minutes at Tirisoolam opposite to Meenambakkam Airport.

All important railway stations or atleast the railway stations situated at Taluk Headquarters are to be computerized as
early as possible.

The electrification of railway line from Villupuram-Karaikal, Dindigul-Kanyakumari are to be electrified at the earliest.
All the railway stations in Tamil Nadu are to be provided with all basic amenities with the extended platforms.

The gauge conversion from Bangalore to Nagore is already completed and the train service is restored. But the existing
train running from Bangalore-Nagore (273) and Nagore. Bangalore (274) is not yet restored. I request the Hon'ble Minister



of Railways to restore the train at the earliest.

When there was a meter gauge, the trains namely Sengottah Fast Passenger from Sengottah-Chennai (109) Chennai-
Sengottah (110) was under operation. But after the gauge conversion the train service was stopped creating problem for
the poor and middle class people. I request the Minister of Railways to restore this train service on the converted railway
line.

Most of the train accidents are occurring in unmanned level crossings. The Ministry of Railways is to come forward to
allocate sufficient funds to provide man power in the said power level crossings within a year instead of five years as
assured by the Hon'ble Minister.

I request you to kindly consider the following new train services.
[0 Daily train from Chennai Central Jodhpur
(1 Daily train from Madurai to Tirupathi

Government should take immediate steps to link Chennai Central and Chennai Egmore.

MRTS railway stations from Beach to Velachery at Chennai lack proper basic amenities like electricity, platforms etc. I
request you to make immediate steps to provide necessary basic amenities.

Additional ticket counters may be provided at Guindy, Kodambakkam and Thambaram railway stations at Chennai.
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*SHRI N.S.V. CHITTHAN (DINDIGUL): I am happy and thankful to the Railway Minister for his announcement during his Budget
speech for undertaking a pre-feasibility study for development of Royapuram Station in Tamil Nadu. If new Terminal is started
the congetion at Egmore and Central Station terminals will be convenient.

I also thank our Hon'ble Railway Minister for introducing new daily intercity express train from Tiruchirapalli-Tirunelveli and
also to extend the Madurai- Tirupati Express train upto Rameswaram.

It is interesting to note that the total Rail line extends upto 11,45,000 kilometres, and more than 3 crores passengers are
travelling daily by trains Our railway owns 2,40,000 wagons and 60000 bogies and nearly 14 lakh persons are working day and
night. For the first time after eight years the fares are increased. It is to be welcomed. So many useful projects are kept in selves
for want of finance. This increase will definitely will provide money for the new projects.

The talent-rich Railway Organisation includes the best trains and Railways are standing monuments for our National
Integrity uniting north to south and east to west. One can say with pride and proud that our railway carry the passengers
and goods with utmost safety and security. They are best cheapest mode of transport and journey.

In the last budget it was announced by the then Railway Minister that "Duronto Air Conditioned Express train would
be introduced between Chennai and Madurai. As the private bus operators are fleecing money towards ticket- fares I urge
upon the Minister to flag of the train without delay as the announcement was made one year back.

* Speech was laid on the Table

Gauge conversion work between Dindigul and Palani is complete and the track is ready for traffic. Hence, I urge upon
to introduce a new express train from Palani to Chennai and another passenger train from Palani to Rameswaram as both
the places are pilgrimage centres which draw lakhs and lakhs of devotees.

The line between Erode-Palani (91.05 km) is estimated at Rs.599 crores is allotted Rs.10 crores this year. The line
between Palani-Dindigul- Pollachi-Palghat-Coimbatore (224 kms), was allotted Rs.469/- crores last year and now allotted
only Rs.63 crores and there is a balance of Rs.268 crores. I am happy to note that lines between Palani-Pollachi and
Pollach-Palghat are to be completed this year (2011-12).

The Madurai-Bodinayakkanur (90 kms) line is estimated as Rs.252/- crores was allotted Rs. 19 crores last year is
now it is allotted only Rs.2 crores. The tract between Madurai-Rameswaram (161 kms) connecting the famous pilgrimage
centres was allotted last year Rs.173 crores and the balance amount to complete this line is Rs.76 crores and this year
only Rs.50 crores are allotted. The long awaited doubling line between Villupuram and Dindigul (273 kms) is allotted this
year only Rs.60 crores and there is a balance of Rs.1219/- crores. The line between Chengalpattu and Villupuram is being
completed this year (2012). Madurai-Tuticorin line via Aruppukottai (143 kms) is allotted only Rs.10 crores and the balance
is Rs.586/- crores. As the above mentioned railway lines are considered to be life lines of Tamil Nadu I urge upon the
Hon'ble Railway Minister to allot more funds for the early completion of these lines.
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The long awaited line between Dindigul-Kumul via Bodinayakkanur was surveyed earlier and I am disturbed to note
that this lien comes under the list of New Line Surveys to be taken up during 2012-13. We do hope that his New Survey
should be taken without delay paving the way for early execution.

SHRI N. CHELUVARAYA SWAMY (MANDYA): Thank you, Chairman, Sir, for giving me an opportunity to speak during the
discussion on the Railway Budget presented for the year 2012-2013.

Karnataka has always been neglected by the Indian Railways when it comes to allocate sufficient funds for railway
projects or introduction of new Railway lines or any infrastructure development pertaining to the Railways. Even in the
current Railway Budget also the same trend continues. For example, last year, Rs. 1,036.79 crore was allocated to the
State of Karnataka, but this year the allocation was reduced to only Rs. 608.78 crore. This is a meager allocation to tackle
the need of Railway infrastructure in Karnataka for allocation for doubling of the Railway lines. Provision for laying new
Railway lines is also reduced in the current Budget. So, it is very impossible to complete ongoing Railway projects.

Many projects were approved two or three decades ago, but due t o inadequate funds those projects are not
completed. If the Indian Railways really intend to help the people of Karnataka, then it would provide adequate funds to
complete the existing Railway projects that have been pending for years and decades.

Usually, there are a number of new projects announced by the hon. Minister every year, but the fulfillment of those
projects is really questionable and many of the trains introduced for Karnataka are more beneficial to the people of the
other States than the people of Karnataka. So, I would suggest giving top priority to introduce inter-Acity trains in
Karnataka and neighbouring States. It would help in improving employment, business, education and other opportunities.

*Sir, I would like to point out that there is a need to bring reforms in the Railway Department. The Indian Railways
is older than a century. It

*3€|.* English translation of this part of speech originally delivered in Kannada.

needs to adopt new technology in its functioning. There are number of accidents, taking place in the country. It would not
only cause damage to the properties of Railways but also claims precious lives. It is really a matter of great concern.
Therefore I urge upon the Railway authority to take steps to implement the recommendations of the Sam Pitorda
Committee. There should be a Centralized Controlling System at Rail Bhawan, in New Delhi. So, it would control the entire
railway network of the country. If it is implemented many of the problems would get resolved.

Another point, I would like to mention is that the number of rail passengers is considerably increasing every year. So the
demand for railway infrastructure, new railway lines, new trains is also on the rise. At the same time train accidents,
robberies and crimes are being reported. It is a shocking news. Therefore it is the responsibility of the Indian Railways to
provide safe and comfortable journey to crores of its passengers. Indian Railways should take necessary steps to introduce
modern communication technologies to have uninterrupted communication between control room and train drivers and
other agencies concerned. I would be suggest to introduce latest technologies. It would helpful to save the precious lives of
human beings, live stocks and properties of the Indian Railways.

My next point is about delay in running of trains. It is really a matter of great concern that most of the trains are not
maintaining their scheduled timings. It is causing great difficulties for passengers as they do not reach their destination on
scheduled time and their routine of works are being disturbed. Apart from this

many passengers, those who are having ill-health, diabetes, B.P. etc. it would be a miserable journey for them. It is a
serious issue, so I urge upon the Railway Minister to look into this problem immediately. Such problem can be tackled by
introducing Centralized Control System in an effective way. I hope the Indian Railways would take steps in this regard
without further delay.



My next point is about cleanliness and providing toilets and pure drinking water facilities both in trains and at railway
stations. Everyday lakhs of people travel in trains, but many of the trains are not having minimum basic facilities toilets,
water and cleanliness. It is causing difficulty for children, women and senior citizens. Many a times passengers take long
hours journey, really it is making very uncomfortable for them to travel.

Hence I would like to impress upon the Indian Railways to pay necessary attention in this regard.

I will conclude within two minutes. Sir, as far as doubling the Bengaluru-Mysore railway line is concerned, it is
announced in this Budget. I am happy that the Hon. Minister of State for Railways, Shri K.H. Muniyappa ji is from our state
and he is an influential Minister. I congratulate him for his effort to give priority to this railway project. But I request the
Union Minister for Railways and also the Union Finance Minister to allocate adequate funds to complete the ongoing
projects in Karnataka. Since there is a huge traffic on the Bengaluru-Mysore railway line priority should be given to
complete the project within this year itself.

I would also like to suggest that allocate sufficient funds complete the ongoing railway projects of both Northern part of
Karnataka and Southern part of Karnataka inclucing Kengeri — Mysore, Bengaluru-Satyamangala, which was sanctioned in
1996, but still the survey of this railway line is not completed. This railway line connects Bengaluru — Kangeri-Kanakapura-
Malavalli-Kollegal-Chamarajanagar and Satyamangala. It would boost the economy of the entire region. Hasan — Bengaluru
railway line completed only upto Hirisave. Pandavapura, which falls under my parliamentary constituency jurisdiction, does
not have railway crossing. People are facing difficulties while crossing the railway line. All these are not completed due to
paucity of funds.

I have requested the railway authority to provide stoppage at Hakkibalu and Mandalagere. But no step is taken in this
regard so far. This should be taken care of. I would like draw the attention of the Hon. Railway Minister to pay attention to
provide rail-connectivity to various cities and towns of Karnataka by introducing more inter-city trains from Bengaluru as it
is rapidly developing city. Electrification and doubling of major railway lines should be taken up in this Budget.

I would like to impress upon the Hon. Railway Minister to take note of the need of the railway infrastructure of Bengaluru of
and other cities and towns of Karnataka and allocate sufficient funds for developing railway infrastructure.

With these words I conclude my speech.*

*SHRI P.R. NATARAJAN (COIMBATORE) :The Coimbatore Region, next to Chennai Region, is the highest revenue
getter with Rs.122 crores to its credit in the Southern Railway sector. Even then justice is not meted out to the people of
Coimbatore in the provision of their just demands pending for long time such as introduction of overnight express trains to
Bangalore, Tirvanandapuram, Rameshwaram, Mayiladuthurai, re-routing of 13 pairs of trains via Coimbatore which are at
present being run on the Irugur-Podanur sections, speedy completion of the Coimbatore-Dindigul guage conversion,
additional train service to Chennai etc; Among other things the re-routing of 13 pairs of trains bound for Mangalore,
Ernakulam, Tiruvanandapuram, Chennai, Yeshwantpur, Tiruneiveli, Bangalore, Mumbai even after the lapse of a year and
more of the double lining of Coimbatore-Irugur at a cost of Rs.60 crores after a two decade-long-wait is totally not
understandable.

The Railway Ministry continues to neglect this region and tests the patience of the people for a long time, despite several forums
making representations in writing and in person. Even the Railway officials apprehension and fear is that the running time will be
constraint if re-routing is done. It has also been proved other wise with necessary justifications (the difference is 10 minutes

only).

The Coimbatore-Irugur line has only 80% of capacity utilization, whereas, Irugur-Podanur single track utilization is 90%.
Now, the Southern Railway has called for tenders for laying the second line between Irugur and Podanur which would result
in diversion of more trains would skipping Coimbatore only.

The Coimbatore-Irugur second line pathway congestion no longer exists. The general public of this sector have been
ventilating their anger and disgust by frequent demonstrations etc., it is likely that these agitations in the long run may
grow further creating law and order problems instructing the flow of trains etc.

Therefore, it is requested that the Southern Railway and railway Board may be prevailed upon to closely concentrate on the
immediate re-routing of 13 pairs of trains via Coimbatore without further loss of time.



SHRI PRASANTA KUMAR MAJUMDAR (BALURGHAT) : Respected Chairman Sir, today we have a new Railway Minister Shri
Mukul Roy in office. I congratulate him at the outset.

I have a few points to raise in this august House in the discussion on Rail Budget (2012-2013). Firstly the name of the
historic Tebhaga Express has been changed into Kolkata-Balurghat Express which runs thrice a week. I demand that it
should run daily.

Secondly, the Gaur Express should be extended upto Balurghat. Otherwise, kindly introduce a new train from Balurghat to
Kolkata in the evening.

*The issues of railway safety and security of the passengers have long been ignored. I demand that these must be
addressed seriously. In order to do this, the entire signalling system must be overhauled. More and more drivers should
also be appointed immediately to fill the vacant posts. The Kakodkar Committee which was constituted pointed out that the



railway safety must be separated from the Railways as a whole. According to this committee, the fiscal health of the
Railways is extremely poor and the infrastructures are also in very bad shape.

The cost of fuel has a direct impact on the costs of railway tickets. Therefore the fuel component should be dissociated
from ticketing. If this is not done, then railways may go the Indian Airlines way and gradually plunge into huge losses.

This time, railway fares have increased in three stages — first, the freight charges have been raised; second the passenger
fares have been hiked; thirdly, the service taxes have been increased. As a result there is excessive pressure on the

*3€|.* English translation of this part of the speech originally delivered in Bengali

common people. The fares of sleeper classes of express trains, or local trains have shot up thus making it very inconvenient
for the daily passengers or middle class and lower middle class travellers. Thus the hiked fares should be rolled back for the
benefit of the passengers. Only the fares of AC trains should be increased as the passengers who travel in air-conditioned
coaches can afford to pay more.

At present, about 470 projects are lying unfinished. These must be taken up and completed by the Ministry. Not more than
200 km of railway tracks are laid every year whereas the number of trains plying on the old tracks has increased thus
putting immense pressure on the existing infrastructure. Therefore delays in train schedule become very common and most
of the trains do not reach the destination in time.

Moreover, there is absolutely nothing in the name of passenger amenities in the coaches. The toilets are not clean, water is
not adequately available, seating arrangements are extremely poor, food is terrible and all kinds of cleanliness go for a
toss. The situation is little better in AC coaches but non AC trains are not fit to travel in. The local trains are overcrowded
and there is no space even to stand. You can find hundreds of passengers on the top of the trains, risking their lives every
day. In the rural areas, the conditions of the stations are so bad that passengers face a lot of problems. There is no
electricity or light on the platforms; water is also not found in the washrooms and drinking water taps are also nowhere to
be seen. Hon. Railway Minister must pay proper attention to these problems.

Electrification work of the stretch from Sealdah to New Jalpaiguri is pending for a long time and must be completed. I thank
the Minister who has announced that the one lakh persons will be appointed in railways. Every year, this announcement is
made in the budget but actually nothing happens. Therefore the new Minister should try to implement the programmes
which have been taken up by the former Minister as well as the schemes that have been elaborated in this year's budget
speech.

With these words, I thank you sir for allowing me to speak on the subject and conclude my speech.*
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A large section of public working in industrial and services sector in Gujarat come from eastern UP and Bihar. Dwarka in
western India and Varanasi (Kashi) and Allahabad (Prayag) and Faizabad (Ayodhya) in eastern India are considered important
from religious tourism view point. Vadadara (Baroda) in Gujarat has inadequate rail connections with cities in eastern UP and
Bihar though industrial work-force is drawn from there besides Railways losing huge revenues on religious tourism potential.

There is not even one superfast train connection so far. Amethi/Sultanpur/Raebareilly (constituencies of honourbale
Soniaji/Rahulji)- from where large population travels to/from Baroda-does not have even one direct train.

A DURANTO train may kindly be ordered to be provided on an urgent basis.

In spite of continuous representations over decades, issues still remain pending leading to considerable suffering to the traveling
public as either they have to spend considerably large time by traveling in long distance but slow trains or take circuitous route
via Delhi and spend more money and time.

You would kindly agree that long distance trains should not be used as slow passenger trains to cater to stations in between as it
unduly reduces speed and enhances journey time (for 1500 kms, it takes more than 34 hours on these routes which could easily
be brought down to 24 hours).

With the help of a couple of railway officials, we have done some home work in this regard and submitted suggestions for your
consideration (annexure enclosed) and passing of appropriate orders. We believe that these are workable propositions and would
alleviate the discomfort to the traveling public to a great extent.

Dwarka (Okha)/Ahmedabad, Vadodara (Baroda) need to be connected to Lucknow/Gorakhpur/Muzaffarpur Lucknow/
Faizabad(Ayodhya) Sultanpur/ Jaunpur/Varanasi/Patna/Gaya Allahabad/Jaunpur/Mau/Azamgarh/Ballia by Duranto trains.

Currently, there are some trains (not daily) but not only are they extremely slow (average speed as low as 40 kms per
hour), they lack in passenger comforts and amenities besides the frequency of their operation being inadequate (pantry car and
AC 2/3 tier are absent). Enroute, absence of drinking water and catering facilities make journey more pathetic (certainly in
summers). Pantry cars may be provided in all following trains.

Looking to platform availability at Vadodara and quick turn-around of rake without maintenance needs following may be
started (two timing options are given in table below)



(i) GORAKHPUR — VADODARA- (i) VARANASI- VADODARA-

GORAKHPUR VARANASI
GORAKHPUR- 08.30 am VARANASI- 11.30 am
Departure Departure
4.30 am 3.30 pm
VADODARA-Arrival  11.30 am VADODARA-Arrival  15.30 pm
7.30 am 7.30 am
VADODARA- 13.30 pm VADODARA- 17.30 pm
Departure Departure
9.30 am 9.30 am
GORAKHPUR-Arrival 16.30 pm VARANSI- 21.00 pm
12.30 pm Arrival 1.00 pm

1. 5045/5046 Okha-Gorakhpur

a. Instead of once a week, its frequency may be increased to all seven day or at least tri-weekly.
b.  The train to be routed via Jhansi/Kanpur instead of Jhansi/Agra/Tundla (it would save about 7-8 hours)
c.  For passengers to Gwalior, slip coaches may be attached and attachment/detachment may be done at Jhansi.

d. The speed of the train up increased to make it super fast (at least one super fast to U.P.)

2. 9167 Ahmedabad-Varansi/9165 Ahmedabad Muzaffarpur Darbhanga Sabarmati Express

a. The frequency may be increased to daily ( half section to travel to Darbhanga and half to Varanasi from Baraband-
Shahganj)

b.  Three-tier AC coach to be attached

C.  These trains to be made superfast train cutting down on journey time to about 25 hours between Ahmedabad
and Varanasi ( a distance of 1600 kms.)

3. 9037/38 and 9039/40 Avadh Express

a. Like Sabarmati Express, this train also running from Lucknow/Barabanki/Shahganj be made into two portions —
one portion could run to sultanpur/Jaunpur/Varanasi/Patna/Gaya and the other to be maintained on it present
route to Gorakhpur/Muzaffarpur

4. 9053-9064 Surat Muzaffarpur

a. May be taken to Kanpur via Jhansi instead of present route of Gwalior-Agra and diverted via Gorakhpur. This
reduces more than six hours of journey time.

b. Frequency to be increased to tri-weekly

c. May be made super fast



5. 5635 Okha-Guwahati Express may leave Okha at 7 am (present 11.15 am to reach Guwahati around 4
am (present 7.30 am)

6. 9569 Okha-Varanasi

a. May leave Okha at 6.30 am (present 13.30 hrs.). This will avoid one night journey.
b.  Pairing train to be similarly scheduled

¢c.  Frequency may be made daily — 3 days via Allahabad (extended to Balia via Jaunpur/Azamgarh) and 4 days via
Lucknow/Faizabad or Lucknow/Sultanpur(Amethi)

7. 2937/1938 (GIMB-HWH) weekly S.F. Express
a.  This train should be run via Allahabad-Varanasi-Gaya

b.  Frequency should be increased.

Electrification of track- The Indian Railways have a network have a network of 54000 kms. of track. Out of this, only 25% track
has been electrified and on 75% track, Indian Railways run with Diesel traction. Since the price of diesel is shooting up very fast
every now and then, the cost of operation has also risen to an excessive level which Railways are now finding difficult to meet in
75% Diesel traction. The trains running on electrified track are very cheap as far as cost of operation is concerned. It is,
therefore, necessary to reduce the huge cost of operation by electrifying the remaining 75% track. The Railways should manage
their resources better for providing necessary inputs for upgradation and modernization of Indian Railways.

There are 1,30,000 vacancies in Indian Railways today in safety categories. This is a serious handicap in the transport system to
manage running of 17000 Mail/Express trains every day besides the freight trains. This is a safety hazard because the staff in
safety categories like, station masters, loco pilots, guards, trackman, technicians, Sr. Supervisors are working in stress. They do
not get leave even in emergency cases. The rest rules are also violated because there is acute shortage of staff on Indian
Railways. The Railways should fill up all these vacancies and create an atmosphere in which the railway employees work in fit
mental condition to prevent accident. Most of the accidents occurring on Indian Railways are because of human failure and this
proves that they are working under stress and bad working condition.

There are 7000 stations under the Indian Railways and majority of these stations are in remote places. Proper drinking water
facility and toilet facilities are not available to the traveling public at such small stations located in remote places. The Railways
should start a special campaign to improve drinking water supply and proper toilet facilities at such small stations also. The
passenger traffic as well as freight traffic on Indian Railways is increasing by leaps and bounds. At present all passengers are not
finding accommodation. Indian Railways are the cheapest and safest mode of transport but not being upgraded fully as far as
running more trains is concerned. Shortage of locomotives, wagons and coaches also is a handicap in that direction. The track
capacity also is not getting increased to run more trains. Infrastructure facilities to move freight traffic from new ports are also
not being provided to the required extent. The track capacity can be increased provided Inputs are there. In view of paucity of

funds, the transport system is not getting modernized and upgraded. The comfort level of 2" Class passengers is also lacking. It
would be in the fitness of thing to revise the fare and freight policy upwardly to get over the problem of paucity of funds which is
need of hour.

Project-Even the projects which have announced are not being completed according to the target for the reason of shortage of
funds. The benefits which should flow from these projects to the traveling public are also being delayed inordinately.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Nothing will go in record. Please take your seat. Please wind up.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Please wind up. Next Shri Jagdambika Pal.
...(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: I have already asked to remove certain words. Please wind up.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Please address the Chair. What is the problem with you? You are speaking to them, that is why they are
raising issues. You should address the Chair. You should speak to me.

SHRI LALJI TANDON : I want your protection.
MR. CHAIRMAN: You have to obey. You have to address the Chair. You do not look at them.
...(=aeor)
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Mr. Jagdambika Pal, you have five minutes only.
SHRI JAGDAMBIKA PAL : Sir, I am the second speaker from my Party.

MR. CHAIRMAN: There are 20 more Members waiting to speak.



* SHRI SAMEER BHUJBAL (NASHIK) : I support the Railway Budget 2012-13 presented by our Railway Minister
considering the financial crisis the Indian Railways is passing through, the present Railway Budget has tried to arrest the
slide but the method chosen by the Ministry of Railways hits poor citizens the hardest. The "rationalization" of fare is harsh
on the short distance traveler who will have to bear up to a 150 per cent increase, while the higher class passengers will be
burdened with a hike by about 30 per cent. In the current 'Railway Budget' proposals for 2012-13, the hike is incrementally
linked in terms of the distance of travel, besides the class and the train. Though across-the-board fare hike will generate
additional revenue of Rs.7,000 crore in 2012-13 the introduction of fuel adjustment component in the fares when it comes
into being, the fares would go up further.

I congratulate the Ministry of Railways for scoring points on safety. Besides setting up a Railway Safety Authority as a statutory
regulatory body as recommended by the Kadkodkar Committee, tracks, bridges, signalling and telecommunications, rolling stock,
stations, level crossings and freight terminals will all be focus areas. Railway Minister's decision to pursue the redevelopment of
stations through the PPP mode may help upgrade passenger facilities but the contracts and projects must be carefully audited.
Hon'ble Minister has suggested that a Logistics Corporation will take on freight, and a national High Speed Railway Authority will
be set up to look at the six corridors identified for development. However, the key index the Railways has to look at is the
Operating Ratio-the amount spent to generate Rs.100 in revenue-which has climbed to 95 per cent thus intending to bring this
indicator down to 84 per cent in the coming year. The long term health of the Railways depends on meeting that efficiency target
and going beyond it, squeezing a few extra rupees from those passengers who may least be able to afford it is hardly the answer.

With several ongoing projects and schemes to modernize the Indian Railways and with steps augmenting number of train
services, streamlining and gearing up freight movement and increasing the connectivity of the Railways to the far flung
corners. Hon'ble Minister for Railway is doing a commendable job but at the same time, I would like to bring some
grievances/points for your kind consideration. I am sure the Railway Minister, being sensitive to the needs of the common
people, would certainly meet them.

We have been raising some of our genuine demands related to Railway infrastructure for Nashik and its suburbs but I am
constrained to place before you the fact that Railway Ministry have been ignoring our demands. We have already shown
interest to set up a wagon coach factory at Nashik and also shown interest to give land, power, water, etc. for the above
project. The State Government have sought permission for development of 'Nasik Road Station' on PPP, to make Odha
station as Terminus etc. but these Projects have been not even examined. I would like to bring to your kind notice that
whenever I have shown interest for establishment of a 'Wagon coach factory' and raised questions in Parliament, a
standard reply from the Ministry has been received stating that "Existing wagon/coach manufacturing facilities and those
already planned are considered adequate to meet the Railways requirements, therefore, no proposal is under consideration
at present to establish any wagon/coach factory at Nashika€}.". It is very strange that while Railway Ministry is planning to
set up coach factory at Palakkad (Kerala), Kutch(Gujarat) and Kolar (Karnataka), while a genuine demand from
Maharashtra State which is returning about 60% of the revenue to the Ministry of Railways is being continuously ignored.

During the last budget 2 minor projects costing hardly about Rs.20 crore i.e. one related to 'Rail Neer' and other was
related to 'Kisan Vision Project'. But till date even tender has not been issued and Western Railway, Mumbai are not aware
of any correspondence related to this Project. On several occasions, mere stoppages at 'Nashik' have been demanded for
about 8 trains passing through Nasik to Mumbai but our request for halting/stoppages of not even one train have been
acceded to. Neither any new trains passing through 'Nashik' have been introduced to as well.

People of Maharashtra in general would like to thank Railway Minister for providing/clearing some of the pending rail and
related infrastructure projects for Maharashtra that includes starting a coaching complex and terminal in Navi Mumbai with
an aim to improve better connectivity to Navi Mumbai. Railway Budget plans to launch 12-rake suburban trains on the
harbour line. The Budget aims to introduce air-conditioned services between Churchgate and Virar and CST and Kalyan. The
Budget also aims to add impetus to connectivity between eastern and western corridors of Mumbai city. The Budget also
plan to increase connectivity between Panvel, Vashi and JNPT at Nhava Sheva. The Budget aims to cut travel time between
metros via faster trains, to spend Rs.39,110 crore in 5 years to modernize signalling. Around 1,500 EMU coaches to be
added and carrying capacity to be increased by 35%. Implementation of the Elevated Mumbai Rail Line project on PPP
model to be firmed up. Completed conversion to all three suburban networks in Mumbai from direct current to alternate
current. Allocation of Rs.828 crore for electrification in 2012-13 and an allocation of Rs.3,393 crore for doubling lines.
Seventy-five services to be added to suburban network.

[1 Railways have proposed 75 additional services, 1,500 new coaches for Mumbai local trains, expansion of
suburban rail networks and addition of more services in Mumbai.

[ The Budget plans to introduce air-conditioned services between Churchgate and Virar and CST and Kalyan.

[1 The Budget plans to start a coaching complex and terminal in Navi Mumbai to improve connectivity and a



coach maintenance complex at Kalamboli in partnership with the government of Maharashtra through CIDCO;
[1 The Budget aims to cut travel time between metros via faster trains;
[l It plans to launch 12-rake suburban trains on the Harbour Line;
[0 It aims to improve connectivity between Panvel, Vashi and JNPT at Nhava Sheva;

[0 Allocation of Rs.828 crore for electrification in 2012-13 and an allocation of Rs.3,393 crore for doubling lines.
75 services to be added to suburban network;

[1 It aims to add impetus to connectivity between eastern and western corridors of Mumbai;
[1 The Budget aims to spend Rs.39,110 crore in 5 years to modernize signalling;

[0 Around 1,500 EMU coaches to be added and carrying capacity to be increased by 35% and
[1 Implementation of the Elevated Mumbai Rail Line project on PPP model to be firmed up.

Some of the problems that I have highlighted are reasonable demands emerging from the people of Nashik region
which impinge upon their everyday life. I shall be grateful to the Railway Minister if the Ministry of Railways could fulfill
these small yet significant demands of my constituents. Hence, I would request the hon. Minister to bestow his attention to
implement these demands as early as possible.

With these words, I conclude.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Please take your seats.

...(Interruptions)
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Pal, I have requested you to finish your speech within five minutes, but you have taken 20 minutes.

SHRI JAGDAMBIKA PAL : Sir, I do not have watch. I will take only one minute more. 3 s3t g g 5 it TiorR! e soatar
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ot 3 33 Aot D o1ole ot 3 $3¢ A A2 ol 3l Iz B §Y Dictepiar b, U [sR 6 A1 ot cRIers> A2 Siredt 3
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*SHRI NALIN KUMAR KATEEL (DAKSHINA KANNADA) : The Railway Budget presented by Shri Dinesh Trivediji has
disappointed people of Karnataka particularly people of Coastal region like Dakshina Kannada, Udupi and Uttara Kannada.
There were long-standing demands pending for the approval of Indian railways.

Mangalore is a premium education centre of Karnataka. It has the potential to be an important business and industrial hub with
the port acting as a key catalyst for trade and business. Its importance as an educational centre is pitching it into a new
knowledge city in the state, especially for BPO, research and marine sector. It is an ideal place for business in-port, education,
trading. I would like to point out some of the demands and urge the Railway Minister to consider them without further delay.
People of my districts are demanding the split of the night train between Yeshwanthpur and Kannur at Mangalore and divert few
of the coaches to Karwar. If is done it would help in providing connectivity to the town with the state's capital. But this has not
been considered. The Railways would at least consider splitting the night train between Yeshwantpur and Kannur at Mangalore.

Another demand is that the introduction of a train to Bijapur from Mangalore

- Increasing the frequency of day train from Yeshwantpur to Mangalore from thrice a week to daily

- Developing Mangalore railway station into World-class with international facilities

- Demand for a Duranto service between Bangalore and Mumbai

- New passenger trains connecting Mangalore with Bijapur, Hubli, Delhi and Howrah, push-pull trains between
Sakaleshpur and Subramanya Road, Mangalore and Subramanya Road, Dharwad and Madurai and Dharwad
and Kanyakumari

- We had asked for two commuter rail projects, one around Bangalore and one between Mangalore and
Subramanya. Neither one has been sanctioned.



All these have not been considered. I would like to point out that the extension of Mangalore-Palakkad Express
to Coimbatore and Mangalore-Thiruvanthapuram Express to Nagarcoil could hardly benefit the commuters
from coastal Karnataka. It would benefit commuters in Kerala.

I am happy that the current budget made an announcement of a survey for electrification of Mysore-Hassan-
Mangalore line. The frequency of Manglore-Chennai train (12685/86) has been increased from six days to
seven days a week.

The follwing are some important issues to be considered in due course and I am sure Hon'ble Minister of
Railways would certainly help to resolve these issues.

Electronic Display Board should be placed in such a way that station name should easily visible & readable. Sufficient lightening
arrangements should be provided for clear visibility during night.

As the passenger traffic is increasing day by day it is necessary to provide more coaches for all the trains. As
there are only two general coaches for all the Express and Mail trains. There are only two general coaches for
all the Express and Mail trains. Most of the trains halt at the stations only for three to five minutes. So,
passengers find it very difficult to board and deboard the train.

Intensive check posts should be set up to curb the ticketless travel in unreserved segments at important
stations, so that effective and regular surprise checks could be conducted.

Only announcement that could benefit people here is the new Thirunelveli-Dadar train via Konkan Railway.

The Hassan-Bengaluru line should be completed as early as possible. It should be given priority as the Mangalore
major port line is going to connect Chennai major port. Just a small distance of about 45 to 50 kms. railway line will
have to be laid in Hassan-Bengaluru line. There is no terrain, there are no major bridges. The cost is so cheap
because it is going to connect two major ports — Chennai and Mangalore. Business activities will be extensively
increased by this. I do not say more, your good self can consider this project.

He said the activities, who had secured an order from the High Court regarding the extension of the night train from
Yeshwanthpur to Karwar was left with no option but to continue the fight in High Court.

i)

i)

i)

Mangalore railway division should be formed consisting Kasaragodu to Goa and Mangalore to Sakaleshpur. If it
is not feasible then Mangalore station should be merged with Mysore Division (SWR).

The Yashwantpur — Kannur Train should be discontinued at Kannur from Mangalore Central Station.

Project on improving the secondary service facility either by Indian railways board by PPP model with the
Karnataka State Government at Subramanya Road which connects the Lord Subramanya Temple, a 15 km
away from the railway station and 35 km from Shree Dharmasthala Manjunatha Temple, the pilgrims from
surrounding places and states are get a good connectivity via Train and tourism will be improved.

More passenger trains to be permitted to run between or to start from Subramanya road projecting
secondary maintenance service station at Subramanya road.



iv)  Introduce DEIVIU train instead of existing passenger train to Subramanya Road. It would help tourism development of this
religious importance places.

I would urge the Government to take steps to speedy completion of the work of doubling of railway line between
kankanady (Mangalore Junction) and Panambur. Since it is a very important line as it easily connects the Mangalore Airport,
a Railway station at Panambur would help to avoid possible delay of the journey between Mangalore Junction and Surathkal
Railway Stations due to railway crossing.

The budgetary allocation made for the doubling of this Railway line during the financial year 2009-10 was Rs.15 crore. Some of
the civil works like Earth work between KM 18 & 19 and excavation of minor bridge No.33 were taken up. The total amount
utilized in the project for the year 2010-11 is only Rs.10 crores. Southern Railway is deliberately delaying the execution of the
said work. So necessary instruction should be given to the authority concerned.

In the Railway Time Table Book while mentioning the tourist important places not even a single name of coastal Karnataka
is visible and at the same time in the RAIL TEL map Mangalore is vanished by appearing Cochin. This should be addressed
immediately.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Members, now it is 6 o'clock. I am having a long list of hon. Members who want to speak. If the
House agrees we can extend the time of the House for this discussion up to 7.30 p.m. and after that we will take up 'Zero
Hour'.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBRS: Yes, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Those hon. Members who wish to lay their speeches may do so. These will form part of the proceedings.
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SHRI ABDUL RAHMAN (VELLORE): Thank you very much, Sir, for giving me an opportunity to participate in the debate on
the Railway Budget 2012-13 presented by the hon. Railway Minister. Since the time is very much constrained, I would like
to present very briefly some of my important points.

At the outset, I welcome the Railway Budget in which the priority was given to the safety and security measures in the
Railway services. In the wider infrastructure of the Railway Ministry in India there are so many mechanisms and measures
that are adopted in a very innovative way, but still we are in lack of safety and security.

In the Budget, the hon. Railway Minister has stated that Railway crossings will be removed completely within a span of five
years period. I would like to ask that by having a wider infrastructure of the Ministry why the level crossings are to be
closed by taking such a long period of five years while we hear every day about incidents and fatal accidents taking place all
over the country. These accidents are alarmingly increasing. Even yesterday, in the State of Uttar Pradesh a jeep, which
was ferrying 15 members of one single family, smashed into an Express Train when the train was to cross an unmanned
level crossing. It smashed into the train and immediately 15 members of the family, who were in the jeep, were killed. This
kind of unfortunate accidents are getting increased every day.

In the development and modernisation by the Railway Ministry, it is really appreciable that it takes utmost positive measures but
they are not adequate. In my constituency Vellore, Ambur Railway station was declared to be made as a model station. All
essential facilities were provided. One-and-a-half years back, with all facilities the Ambur Railway station was declared open as a
model Railway Station. The very next day, the job which was carried out to fix the tiles in the first platform was immediately
stopped. Now it is on the half way. For the past 1 Az years, despite various reminders to the Railway Ministry, in Southern
Railway, no job has been carried out. During the night time, people are going and before stepping into that platform, from the
sand part to the tiles area, people are falling down and they are getting injuries every day. How can we expect the elder people to
pass through? So these kinds of small things also our Railway Ministry should pay attention to and concentrate on the completion
of the projects.

Online reservation facilities are there in different places, in different railway stations but adequate manpower is not
available. Because of that, though we are having the facility of online reservation, people are in the queue but no service is
happening in the railway station. In my Vellore constituency, Vaniyambadi is a very important town where more than
25,000 people are living in that area. On-line computerized reservation system is available in the railway station but there
is no officer exclusively to attend the people. Only one station master is attending the counter. When trains come,
immediately he leaves that counter and goes to attend the other services. The Vellore-Viluppuram BG line service was
completed.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Try to wind up. You come to the suggestions.
SHRI ABDUL RAHMAN: I have already told but Muniyappa jiis here, I would like to say two-three points.
MR. CHAIRMAN: You tell him what you want.

SHRI ABDUL RAHMAN : Our brother Jagdambika Pal has taken more than 25 minutes. At least half of that time duration is
to be given for me to complete.

MR. CHAIRMAN: That is a different party. They are having their own time.

SHRI ABDUL RAHMAN : The Vellore-Viluppuram BG line was done. I would request the Railway Ministry to restore the old
passenger train services. We are not asking any new train service. Please restore the train services for the passengers
which were in action before the BG line was carried out. The Vellore Town and the Vellore Cantonment Railway Stations
are not at all having any basic facilities for the passengers. Vellore is the main town. You know it very well. In that town
itself, these two Railway Stations are left out without having passenger amenities.

Taking this opportunity, as a last point, I have already discussed with our Minister of State, Muniyappa Jji regarding the BG
line conversion of Mayiladuthurai to Karaikudi. Now, Mayiladuthurai to Tiruvarur was completed. The remaining portion is
from Tiruvarur to Karaikudi. Now I came to know that Rs. 70 crore out of Rs. 505 crore was already allocated for that BG
line work. Instead of continuing from Tiruvarur to Karaikudi, we came to know now that from Karaikudi the job has already
been proposed to start. I kindly request the Railway Ministry to continue from Tiruvarur because from Tiruvarur only, a
thickly populated area, that railway line is having. Already I had a detailed discussion with Muniyappa j/i. I take this
opportunity to request Muniyappa ji because yesterday I came to know that there is a plan of a big protest from the people
asking the Railway Ministry to start the work from Tiruvarur to Karaikudi. Before it may get aggravated, I have already
appealed the people, I have already requested them by giving a promise that we would deal this amicably with the Railway
Ministry. Accordingly I have explained the matter in detail to Muniyappa ji. I would request him to take immediate



measures to start that operation of BG line work. Instead of from Karaikudi, please start it from Tiruvarur.
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*SHRI ANTO ANTONY (PATHANAMATHITTA) : First of all, I congratulate the Government for introducing a
progressive and realistic railway budget. It is positive and reformist and forward looking.

Indian Railways is considered lifeline of our economy. Its health is of paramount importance. It is the third largest railway
network in the world. Today, Railways operates 19,000 trains each day, comprising 12,000 passenger trains and 7,000 freight
trains. It transports 2.65 million tones of freight traffic and 23 million passengers every day and 7.2 billion passengers per year.

No doubt this budget is forward looking. The five pillars of the budget viz. safety, consolidation, decongestion & capacity
augmentation, modernization, improved operating ratio will reinforce each other. Safety and modernization cannot take
place without financial resources. The budget speaks about policy pronouncements and defining goals alongwith a credible
roadmap to achieve the goals.

Railway is an effective engine of growth. Indian Railways can add an additional 1.5 to 2 % to national GDP and fuel growth
and prosperity in the next decade. Indian Railways are a vital component in globalizing India's transport infrastructure. It is
a crucial tool in the creation of a single market for goods, one of the most growth-enhancing measures possible. However,
its role in meeting the transport challenge with speed, safety and predictability is diminishing due to chronic under-
investment. I support the budget as it clearly shows a road map for increasing investment in the next ten years.

About 65% of railway revenue comes from freight, 30% from passenger traffic and 5% from other sources. The target
should be to get to a stage where 30% of the revenues came from non-traffic services. Railway has got prime land
property all over the country and the potential to develop railway stations along the lines of those abroad-or airports in
India —with restaurants, hotels, shopping malls etc. are enormous.

There had been no increase in passenger fares for eight years, although input costs have more than doubled. Budget was
being balanced by increase in freight rates, once or more every year. Subsidy from freight to passenger business has been
rising. This could be sustained in the past when the economy grew at a scorching pace. However, with growth slowing
down, surplus for investment has plummeted to an all-time low. Any disproportionate increase in freight tariff will slow
down the economy further, especially at a time when inflation and interest rates are high. The resultant disproportionate
diversion of freight and passenger traffic to roads causing substantial loss in revenue to the Indian Railways. It also
imposes a heavy burden on the country which is measurable in terms of a much larger freight cost to GDP ratio and higher
environmental cost per route km of freight and passenger traffic than in other countries.

What, however, lifts his budget to an altogether different plane are two proposals. One, the plan to appoint a panel of
experts who will examine if an independent railway tariff regulatory authority should be established. If such a regulator
were to be established, the railways can actually look forward to development and infrastructure building.

A more far-reaching, idea is to establish dynamic fares that will have a fuel adjustment component (FAC). The FAC will
insulate the railways' finances from the ruinous effects of rising fuel prices. Both ideas are ahead of their times.

Hon'ble Minister stated that he would focus on those 19,000 km of the 64,000 km that generate 80% of originating traffic.



In addition to this, the budget has focused on through put by stressing on the quality of rails that can carry higher axle load
— 25 tones.

The Government targets to enhance passenger revenue from around Rs.28,000 crore in the current fiscal to around
Rs.36,000 crore in the next fiscal should leave no one in doubt that most of it will come through enhanced fares though and
not from occupancy. Back-of-the-envelope calculations show that of the planned increase of almost 25% in passenger
revenue, about 17% would come from the hike in fares and only the remaining from higher occupancy. The rounding off of
fares to next higher Rs.5 is not a so nice method of collecting petty cash from the public. The message should not be lost.
Similarly, for freight fares the target for the year 2012-13 is Rs.89,339 crore, a growth of 30.2% over the current revised
target. Again, back of the envelope calculations suggest approximately 20% would come from the tariff hike before the
budget, and the rest from the last mile connectivity Hon'ble Minister stressed so often in Parliament.

The appointment of a Railway Board member for public-private partnerships and safety are indeed welcome.

The budget provides an encouraging roadmap for the next 5-10 years and in the right direction. The intent is clear and the
action require is specific and to the point. The need for safety, modernization, capacity augmentation, infrastructure
consolidation, modern signaling, station and freight terminal development and new types of rolling stock has been clearly
emphasized.

Safety has been given importance, and rightly so. The most important long-term step is the announcement to set up an
independent Railway Safety Authority. This will go a long way towards an objective analysis of accidents and providing
better inputs for improvements in the system.

Dedicated Freight Corridor is the most important project needing to be completed on a higher priority. When the two
corridors will get completed has been left open-ended. If any project needs a strong push and support, it is this, or else
revenue generation, safety and almost all aspects of railway working will be negatively impacted.

There is an ambitious plan to tap PPPs for the development of stations and freight terminals, both very laudable objectives.
PPP model is need of the hour, because the financial resource of the Railways is not sufficient to meet the immense
infrastructural requirements. It is learnt that 95 percent of the income of Railways spend for meeting its operational costs.
Hence, private participation will be helpful to raise financial resources for the modernization of railway stations.

Before I conclude, I want to express my views on few issues which are of critical importance to my constituency and state.
The real challenge is in implementation. People are ready to pay. Are the railways ready to provide the quality service? It is
time to share 'implementation bug'. I believe that proper implementation of the budget proposals would build a new, safe
and modern passenger and freight transportation system.
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*SHRI RAJENDRASINH RANA (BHAVNAGAR) : First of all, I would like to say thank you to Hon'ble Minister of
Railways Shri Dineshbhai Trivedi and Shri Bharatsinghji Solanki for considering and providing a long route train, extending
Ahmedabad-Asansol train upto Bhavnagar. With this facility, Bhavnagar will be connected with North as well as East India.
A new survey is announced in this budget : Bhavnagar-Adhelai-Dholera-Vataman-Petlad : will become golden gates which
connect Bhavnagar with Vadodara. In a very near future the area through which this survey is being done will be on a fast
track of industrial development because the Government of Gujarat has announced this particular area as Special Industrial
Region (SIR). My only humble request to the Minister, is that please complete the survey as fast as possible. I am insisting
strongly about this because I don't want to see Ministry of Railways to lag behind at any stage to match with the pace of
the developmental work which is running with the fastest speed. In past, it may be affordable to go ahead with a slow
pace, but now the time and economic speed of growth demands a high speed completion of this survey. I hope the Ministry
of Railways will take this survey seriously and complete it with a high speed. The most prioritized and required need of the
people of Bhavnagar is the increased number of Passenger Coaches in BANDRA TRAIN. The only train connecting
Bhavnagar with Mumbai is a Bandra Train. 24x7 this is the train which is running with a highest income for Railways, as
passengers preferred Bandra Train to and fro. It is always difficulty to have a reservation and confirm ticket. I raised this
difficult of passengers at various levels of Railways Authorities number of times, but till now, no solution is given to this
genuine requirement of the passengers. If the Railway Authority can provide more passenger coaches in Bandra Train,
passengers will get a better facility and at the same time Railway will get more income and profit also. In the era of
commercialization and competition, common man cannot understand the attitude of Railway Authority about why the
passenger coaches are not being increased. This is the most important requirement which is to be fulfilled earliest.

A daily train between Bhavnagar to Surat is the need of the hour. There are about more than 150 luxury buses are running
between Bhavnagar to Surat. It simply means that there is a potentiality in running a daily train between Bhavnagar and
Surat. The people of two districts : Bhavnagar and Amreli; are mainly having their Diamond Business in Surat. If, a daily
train between Bhavnagar and Surat is given, the daily passengers will be blessed with a safe journey. Now a days,
passengers prefer a speedy and safe journey which is only be fulfilled by rail journey. Hence, I would like to request to
Minister of Railways that Bhavnagar-Surat daily train be started immediately.

Since last seven years or so after the conversion of B/G line, only daily train available to Bhavnagar is Bandra train to
Mumbai. Whenever I wrote to Railways Minister/Authority, I requested for a long route train, and that is a daily train which
connects Bhavnagar with Delhi, Haridwar, Kolkata etc. But surprisingly whichever two trains available for Bhavnagar are a
weekly trains. Hence, I would like to demand, that Bhavnagar must be given a facility of a long route daily train. In a
coming month vacation of the schools begins, and as holidays, people will spare a few days along with their family for tour
and the most safe, affordable and comfortable mode of transport is railway only. During this holiday time railways is
running special holiday trains connecting various parts of India. It is astonishing that Bhavnagar is not allotted with a single
holiday train. Because of this people of Bhavnagar are deprived of a convenient mode of travel which is rail for the vacation.
Hence, I would like to demand on behalf of the people of my constituency to allot a special holiday train to Bhavnagar.
There are other requirements yet to be fulfilled, but the important requirements I mentioned are the genuine requirements
which must be materalised without further delay.



With these words, I thank you for giving me a chance to reflect the expectations of people of Bhavnagar from Ministry of
Railways.

oarsl Howsht srerstal (dicil): mufer ke, & 3el doic oI Adelel Bl P fore WSt g8 g I Il Teic B Yaeroll Bl FAPI Bkl §) BRI
531 11 21t 16t o1 Sl 31 8, 98 O[S B ARG} ITIG B PRYI SH6ll SIIAT 3

foreroft .38t Bt AMIC v cARD of 3 Yol I T bl &, IcToft AIE 9IRS 8l siersrRImIer 3 fodl srofear of Mol 43 Sitdol wIet 3 = Bt Bsit
safee B aga sdt 8 5 same Sor 3 st 19,000 yfer o1 a1 aered! 3 siiz amdiaer 23 fiferior ardt yferfser OrEt awe w2 3, 33D @2 i
AASIAT A Al SIE 3112 3ol dIel AR 3 FHIL Gl DI Sl AeAraeft e Gl o asd o FU 3 3T Sieil Sl 8, 3 PR A3t GoT A IADT
HeBlp2ul fopRll SRl Al ds ARI il 3 S A Gl BlAST AP GBIA3t @2 Al &) I 2l 3uol s U2 3M6ll Al &)

31 31 ole 3 Y Yael Jid} 2T DRI Aol Pl 88 dgd JAPK Dl § Sil 812 G2 3idcil @I Sitsdl 8 ik fasy dl2 uz 3 JeT Agrers o1
3 91 & RIU eoRmaG ol b oSt Acst A offera e clrser Dl 3ol wiforsT Batorel & Ul 9isl d AP 1w 33 WS 8if bt 3l A
EIGRIAIG DAl &) G2 YATUSIG 3e1d ClSel b Ad DB SISl DI METel 3A IeT ToIc I B3l 3, IAD o oft aga daa eowag ot g dii 3Ffls
@l § fop fUesel 2ret St Ad Dt diyur sflsre Asterseist Ieid cirsel bl g3 oit, 331 uz 8ft 31t et Bl

& fa9 12 Uz Sl gRT JYsia Soll aradl eft, a8 sa12 ¥l A FS Alerd AATeol B fIDRT DI §) el DI e I patart sz ifdrpRT aof & et
331 31 & ufretel 3 AGGOIR Rig Bl 3 3l 3MI &3 SId Aol DI A D 3, Ad 41 dId DA & [P gelc ol DI Aol ddl ik A 891
ciol| el O dolsldic DI I8 3H Dal B2 A cidl| Sl el D YIIISIul P fe1e Sllotel ¢foisl e dol 3T 3, IADI [RARIDWI o1&l 8l URI| 3ADT
SPRCAAR ASIE SI3l 3l UrR 3 IS Soll draddl g Sit e T warct Bt Riwifeer 9 oft 3 5 a1 a11$.31m8.81. 31 1S, 318, 0. 31 3T ADbotld
3II Je1 dotsric o forg fAfdedr & Arer SJg[uc clael o PRIGHA 9 lol Alde| S ol ¥ SolAeIel Wl DI 3IPT Sgall d dl 3T S FHIZ G9I
& Dlol-dlol Dl Sisdl 3, IAP 3ic2 Adt amoild, AP dHoloric 3T IAP ul¥drctal Adel ddofls oI soId B 37 & B9 TET DI 30
AR D A P! fABRIa o3 A9y,

31 S GIRT JYSIA &, I8 IPICOICIAD GId DI §| 36T 3 SMUD A A A Dol Il g b IcT e B Aol AB 312 Dol Pt ard & fb
fopa1 s 3 31l drel WL 3 DRIPIC A= Bloll AIfdy) #S ookl 8 fop St Shared ik Sftvar @1 DRiwIe 8t 3, 3wt ol o fpft v A
Yelffar siiz dolierel Pl s 3) Sl fifdmedr & ug 8, it 3l S e B 3l @6 A AASK 3, 30ID GRI 3 ollrd Yglol [parr Siest ag
B2 BT A JoIDI ASIGaT DIH DM Il P ufddretel et fieror 8ft Dot Bt 3 A1 Diel DI dId 8l, dIs Roolfcior bl aIe 3l T AIB USRI DI
331 DA A & AP & A A Sfbed Db Afenm 61 A1 B, Tol AT 3IeToT 3ICTT &I DI ABGIDI Sd AP oIl BIel, Ad dAD At ST A BT
o138t 31 urest 3l fIdo! 5312 BB B BRI 3, IoIh fAIe SAESE! dRI Bl gU Uh-Ud ifeh bl RBedicrt ast Uz a1 alefl anfae,

3ol dididt sits bl are b, 319 Al U2 AB Gl 3 AR b S 9ft oIS e dididl #ls i Bldr & Al 3w w8 AR OIPRId Sloll ust &I 3
3 3t 3 siie Rrwifeer 3 sft got fopen sk 3 fp dididh #ils & sig2 Sl sft forprRId st &, 331 forarur dlen aifau siiz & Jwersrdt g fob 331 fSon
3t S T Bloll aIf2u)

Sit 311 iR Jsia 3, Sit Ascayul JYsia 3 UD AT A RMol ALEl §, a8 IS D a3 &) 891 AdD fo1e As &S g 3R garfo &b ar 8
fob arret off wop 31 bt geleol act &) oI 3 AwTel 3 SR el Bloll afdw Siiz sirel arcl A I S AD Bl A W Gl 138 A foriqur g
o1l e 3liz sl 1319161 IS 3 oldl ferar aa dd 8o Mol GoI bl ¥el A3l DI Gelcolail A ool oldl B2 UILay

& Fs1a ol arsdl & b sap fore St Fadq woiklt Bl 3, 3P AeE A Fadd I8 ORIAD DI DI Bloll AIfdE| IeT JEI YIRIBIVT DI
JAedIo3v Blol aifde; Sl R, Bomse Us 3T SiFloIssIonT 8, 3AD! HSIII D0l Dl S 3 312 TP Scl (IR Dol Dl S 3 3T ot
B IS g DI A1 & fob dge AR St el geleone Bidl &, Sl 816 Bl &, IoIl STl ofdl &) S (D U IASelsss Sl oldl ol ad D & Iol
U2 A Ab I AboI?

oD dId 3R # A&l U= Ssell dAladl § b 53D fére 513t & fob 3ol ALY IMEDIRRIL DI SISD2 B DR AUt U FolRI SIIE Sl 3HeidT 3l fAfdreedr
3 Ader 33 8 3fiR Io1D oleled 91 5 P DI fpe 5w

ALAT of Urshifea ol dciel yuie! 3ol 3 Sit foriqur, Bais, el 3R Reaifcisr & fo1e 8, S 61T DT DIb! olId a1 ol ADd 3 Al A
ARSI ol dDeiel RBeed I oidl o Add 3 PRRI scfes ¢ol Reed 3l 318 clisel DIRICT Sloll & i ARSRA DA Tolrd! 8, $AD w2 i
forf¥a iz w2 Higen aifay,



#8IGY, 3 3ol AASKT 81 3R AT USIA bl ARG el Bivst o St & 8 Ridls O Adde 3 diel Ascayul Fsma el amadl g smdot
PR, EHAGHIG SCRICT SISt 9% ®l, 3 MRl foricer Mol darad! & fp ferdls iR PR & Mt el asa & 5 s st ufsafera an) a=r
3roRter 3 5 33T uf¥darctol 16 3 B A D diol o1 Rredls, serRIR, offera Sl g Iacier S Aee A 3l PR U d1s dl abt & o
UIcTolYR 3R Pk P AR A Il ADd] 8| ool Aol I oft b diqy SB1R ol DI MR Aldeell AD IR SIY| 3ol Sigl A MR AfBeell el
st &t 8, 1 3Rl 8 O igr-3mER Dl IR AfBee Ad B2 PRRY A Ak &1 2fear et Beeht A I S| Aserils, yareE e
sl Ad Dl dalvu g8, 33 36! AARTss, Bld gU JARRI dD DI dl U AASK 81 SrIDT Aaifird SM9RI S AR I W 3, YT DA
8ol iz 3t dl2 w2 fGeett sl goas A S[sor,

HAIG, 3iferdt Al W A 3D ¢eIAIG Bl Aladl & b A2 &1, b e 3ol fUeelt o= 34 sust St 3) $AD el i U Hisl Dl aradl g b
312 AR 81 I 9oMIel uguferelral Sit @I FifeR 3, I At ARSI 8, sl 301 ofldl U2 UUICTolel BIAYRI SMS! 512 aloll AIfde Al U3 Gor A
3iol el el A} siie At 81 P <lIvl 33 I DI Sl ABAIA D3|

3ol ST dicTol DI AR &1, $AD fe1e 3 SMUDT dgd oG Dl )

*SHRI S. SEMMALAI (SALEM): Railways is facing a serious financial crunch. There is absolute shortage of funds for
implementing already approved projects. Only a nominal amount is allocated every financial year for projects worth hundred
of crores. Even for a project of more than 100 crores, only a paltry amount of Rs.5 or 10 crore is allotted every year. At the
rate, it will take 100 years to complete the pending projects. It seems that some of the projects may never see the light of
the day.

In the Budget there is no mentioning of modernsiation of funds or renewal of tracks. Wherever a demand is made for
introduction of a train, shortage of coaches is cited as a reason. There is no focus on addressing shortage of coaches in the
country. The quteral Coach Factory at Perambur in Chennai can be modernized and expanded to address this issue. In case
of disaster or accident in a railway station, there is no response team available at present. To start with, there should be a
response team with all facilities including medical in all *A' class stations, at least to meet any disaster.

The waste lands available with railways may be utilized commercially. The excess lands can be put to commercial use and
the revenue can be generated. Railway Convention Committee recommended dividend at the rate of 6% in 2009-10 and
2010-2011 and 5% in the present financial year. Parliament is also supporting this.

As far as the passengers amenities are concerned arrangements should be made to provide potable water in all coaches.
Bed rolls may also be supplied even to sleeper class passengers at a nominal rate. For the State of Tamil Nadu, there are
no new projects. The State of Tamil Nadu has been neglected on all fronts. No deadline for completing the pending
projects. In Tamil Nadu, railway lines which are yet to be converted into broad gauge are perhaps the most affected and
delayed in the country.

I want to know by when all these projects will be completed?

I thank the Hon'ble Minister for extending the passenger train from Erode to Salem. Even though Salem is a Divisional
Centre so far no new trains are operated from Salem except one train which is running to Chennai Egmore from Salem
junction. So I request the Hon'ble Minister of Railways to operate at least some trains from Salem itself. A day time Train
service from Salem to Chennai around 12 noon either through Jolapet route or Virudhacham route is a long time demand of
the people of Salem region. Please comply with the request. Like that the train now running from Salem to Virudhacham
may be extended to Cuddalore just 60 km distance Athur-Perambalur-Ariyalur Sector project had been announced by the
Hon'ble Railway Minister during the Railway Budget last year. For that budget allocation is to be made. Like wise, weekly
train from Bangalore to Nagerkoil may be operated daily or at least three days in week. In the Salem-Karur route an
additional manned gate may be provided for the convenience of the people of that locality to pass through at the village by
name Thamma-naikampatty. Near Salem junction at Podinaickanpatty, there is a bridge No.244 through which public on
both side villages are having access to cross the railway line underneath. There is a proposal to convert the bridge with
RCC Box. The question is whether this expansion work can be taken up by the Railway Department or along with local body
by cash sharing method. The Salem Corporation has also agreed in writing to share the expenses. So without delay the
Hon'ble Minister of Railway may be pleased to direct the authorities of Southern Railways to take up the work in the current
year itself. In the Salem-Virudhachalam route near Deviakurichi, the existing railway gate may be restored in the same
place without changing the place. In the Salem-Mettur route at Omalur Railway Station, a foot over bridge may kindly be
provided to pass from one end to another. Lastly I request the Hon'ble Minister of Railways to take necessary steps to



operate Salem-Karur passenger train as early as possible since the line is completed already. The public of more than three
districts are eagerly expecting the train service in this route.
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SHRI M.B. RAJESH (PALAKKAD): Mr. Chairman, as far as my State, Kerala is concerned, I am forced to say that this
Budget is a big disappointment. I would like to register strong sentiments of the people of Kerala against the discrimination
towards our State in this Budget.

Since I have gone through the entire Budget, I have got a feeling that Kerala is not part of our country and Kerala does not
find a place in the Railway Map of the country. Why I am saying this is because you have announced 75 new express trains
in the Budget and we have got only one train. You have again announced 21 passenger trains and we have not been given
a single train. If this is not discrimination, what else is? We are given only one MEMU train. We are thankful to you for this
because at least you have given one MEMU train to us. Palakkad MEMU shed is now ready for operation. It is ready to
function, but that has not yet been utilized. I would suggest that the Palakkad MEMU shed be used for operation and more
MEMU trains should be operated between Palakkad-Coimbatore and Palakkad-Ernakulam.

In the last Budget twelve new trains were announced for Kerala, but half of them have not yet started operations.
That is the kind of treatment being given by the Railway Ministry. In the last Budget and in previous Budgets too, many
promises were made. There was a promise of a wagon factory in Cherthala, the hometown of our Defence Minister Shri
A.K. Antony. That wagon factory does not find a place in this Budget. A medical college was announced in
Thiruvananthapuram. There is no mention about that medical college either. What about bottling plant, what about MFCs,
including one in my constituency, Palakkad? Nothing has been said about MFCs.

Again, nothing has been said in the Railway Budget about the world-class railway station. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN : Do not divert him. He is demanding for you also. Why can you not listen to him?



SHRI M.B. RAJESH : Sir, I am coming to other suggestions now.

Palakkad-Pollachi gauge conversion work has not yet been completed. I would request the hon. Minister of State for
Railways, Shri K.H. Muniyappa, to ensure that this gauge conversion work is completed in a time-bound manner.

I am thankful to the hon. Minister of State for Railways, Shri K.H. Muniyappa, because the foundation stone has been
laid for the Palakkad Coach Factory after 32 long years. In this regard, I would like to bring to his notice that the allocation
made for this coach factory is grossly inadequate. So, I demand more funds for this coach factory. I would demand that a
concrete and specific assurance should be given that the Palakkad Coach Factory project will be completed in a time-bound
manner.

Sir, we have been demanding for a long time that a Railway Zone with its headquarters at Kerala. Nothing has been
said about this Zone in the Railway Budget. So, I demand that a new Railway Zone with its headquarters at Kerala should
be set up.

Sir, I would demand some more new trains for the State of Kerala. One new train must be started from New Delhi to
Kerala because as my esteemed colleague, Shri PC. Chacko, said in the morning that we have been traveling 3,000
kilometres from Thiruvananthapuram to New Delhi. So, we are demanding at least one new train between New Delhi and
Thiruvananthapuram, one between Kerala and Mumbai and one between Hyderabad and Kerala.

My final point is regarding the plight of platform vendors. Hundreds of platform vendors have been mercilessly thrown
out of employment mercilessly. This issue has been raised time and again in the Parliament. It was also raised in a meeting
where hon. Minister of State for Railways, Shri K.H. Muniyappa, and the former Railway Minister were also present. We all,
Members of Parliament, were also there along with our Chief Minister. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: You send slips.

SHRI M.B. RAJESH : Sir, the former Railway Minister, Shri Dinesh Trivedi, had assured us that this issue would be settled
within a week. Now, the former Minister has also become jobless while the hundreds of poor vendors remain jobless. I
would request his colleague, the hon. Minister of State for Railways, Shri K.H. Muniyappa, and also his successor to look
into this issue so that it may be addressed urgently.

At the end, though it is not the same Minister who presented the Railway Budget, I would request him that while replying
to the debate, he may at least make us feel that Kerala also belongs to this great nation.

SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI (DHARWAD): Mr. Chairman, Sir, an Expert Committee constituted by the hon. Railway Minister has
said that the railway system is almost on the verge of collapse. In such a situation, there was an expectation that at least
the budget and the budgetary process will be taken seriously by the Government, but I can say that under the UPA
Government since 2004, it has been converted into a political tool. This time it has been made as a tamasha. It has
become a 'Laughter Show'! We are used to hearing that a train has derailed, but it is for the first time in the history of
independent India that a Rail Budget is derailed. This is the situation of the Rail Budget this year!

After 1947, in these 60 years, just 10,000 kilometres of new lines have been added. During this period, for more than
54 years, the Congress has ruled and naturally this credit has to go to the Congress only. The PM has said that it is a
forward-looking Budget, but after a person who has presented a forward-looking Budget, he has been disgracefully sent
out. Okay, it is their internal matter, but my question is this. We are discussing about the Budget, but we do not know what
proposals of this Budget are going to be retained and what proposals are going to be scrapped? I think that for the first
time we are discussing the Budget and we do not know what the Government is going to say on the Budget, which is
presented by a Minister and now he is not in a position to reply because of their political mis-management.

In the Eleventh Plan, at one point of time, the Government is telling and the Railway Ministry is telling that they are having
crunch of funds. In the Eleventh Plan, the total expenditure outlay was Rs. 2,33,289 crore. The Outcome Budget shows that
the actual expenditure could be Rs. 1,92,291 crore. It is a shortfall of almost Rs. 50000 crore. I ask Shri Muniyappa, who is
a very good man, to explain about this. Why you could not spend Rs. 50000 crore in the last five years with all this
Budgetary support?

I came to know through their own source and their Railway Zonal Office that the powers of the GMs have been withdrawn,
that is, if money is sanctioned to a particular zone for one project and if for any reason that project could not take place,
then previously there was a provision that he could transfer that money in the same zone for other projects. This power is



withdrawn because they want that less money should be spent as they do not have money / funds to pay the salary of the
Railway employees. In the last eight years, their achievement is that the Railway is almost on the verge of collapse.

My serious question to the hon. Minister here, through you, is that the Sam Pitroda Committee has recommended for
Rs. 3,96,000 crore for modernisation and the Kakodkar Committee has recommended Rs. 1,00,000 crore for safety projects.
From where do you get this money? This has never been spelt out. Nearly, 96 per cent is your operational ratio. With this,
when you do not have money to pay the salary, what are your sources? I am really surprised! The then Minister Mr. Trivedi
said that if Budgetary support is given, then only we can achieve this. If Budgetary support is not there, then I think that
you are going to put the safety of the passengers at stake. I firmly urge the Government not to do this and take some
stringent measures to see to it that safety is given priority.

Now, I come to my State of Karnataka and my constituency. Shri Muniyappa will feel bad, but I am constrained to say this.
Karnataka has 14 projects sanctioned, but it is all under State cooperation. No single project is sanctioned out of total
Railway fund. Further, for the 15 ongoing projects, which have been undertaken by the Indian Railways, the amount of
money needed for all those projects to be completed is around Rs. 7,000 crore. For example, I will quote here about the
Davangere project on the Hubli-Bangalore Road. The cost of the Chitradurga-Davangere project is Rs. 427 crore and the
allotment for this project is Rs. 1 crore. If money is given in the same fashion, then it will take 400 years to complete this
project. He has said -- after the Budget in a Press Conference -- that this is the highest allocation for Karnataka, that is, Rs.
608 crore. His statement is here with me. So, I would very humbly tell Shri Muniyappa that what is allocated is not
important, but what is spent is important.

The second thing, in comparative terms, you have quite a lot more last time. In 2011-12, according to your
statement at that time, the total allocation made to Karnataka (South Western Railway) was Rs. 1,278 crore. However, in
the Revised Budget, it was reduced to Rs. 888 crore. Ultimately, what was spent was only Rs. 784 crore. Why is it so? I
have not even considered that part which falls under South Central Railway.

I firmly urge you, Shri Muniappa Ji, through the hon. Chairperson, to kindly look into this matter and allocate more funds.

As far as new trains are concerned, I am thankful to you, for you have given a total of ten trains to Karnataka. However,
unfortunately, out of seven trains, only one train which goes to Delhi runs on a regular basis; another one runs for six days
in a week; and the rest are weekly trains. Moreover, they start from Bengaluru, but not even a single train passes through
a major part of Karnataka.

Sir, I had requested you to introduce one Sampark Kranti Express. What was the concept when you announced the
introduction of the Sampark Kranti Express? It is all about connectivity between the State and the Central Capitals. The
Sampark Kranti which starts from Bengaluru, just after 15 minutes, enters another State. But when Sampark Kranti was
announced, it was announced that the stoppages would be there only in that particular State. This train is called Karnataka
Sampark Kranti. So, the Sampark Kranti Express train of any State in the country is not supposed to have any stoppages
outside of that State. So, this particular train was meant only for the State of Karnataka. After a lot of pressure, for two
days, you have provided that it would pass through via Hubli, Dharwad and Tumkur. However, on all the remaining five days
also, the people in the rest of Karnataka also need a regular train. I, therefore, urge you to kindly change the route of this
Karnataka Sampark Kranti Express.

I had demanded for the introduction of two more trains, one of them is between Hubli and Mumbai. I have been demanding
for this train from 2004 onwards. I have also met you personally for the introduction of a train between Hubli and Mumbai.
Hubli is called as Chota Mumbai. So, please introduce this Hubli-Mumbai train.

The second important demand of Karnataka is the introduction of a train between Hubli and Gulbarga. Kindly do this
because connectivity between Hyderabad and Karnataka and similarly between Mumbai and Karnataka is very important.

Lastly, Hubli Railway Station is the headquarters of the South Western Railway. It was supposed to be completed by 2009-
10. It was started by yourself in 2006-07. It is a Rs. 22 crore project, but it is yet to be completed. As per the plan, it was
supposed to be completed by the year 2009.

MR. CHAIRMAN : The Minister knows these things better.
SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI : So far, it was not done.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You have already highlighted the point. If you have anything, you can discuss it with him. The Minister
knows everything, including what you want.



SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI : This is my last point, Sir. As far as Hubli Workshop is concerned, recently, a tender was given to an
ineligible party. It appears that there is a lot of corruption involved in it. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing else will go on record. Dr. Nirmal Khatri.

(Interruptions) G€/*
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*SHRI THOL THIRUMAAVALAVAN (CHIDAMBARAM): Indian Railways system is the fourth largest system in the world. More
than about “ 60,000 crores of Budget is presented here in this august House.

While welcoming many of the Budgetary proposals, let me congratulate you and express my appreciations for your continuing
with the Izzat scheme at the same cost of 25 rupees while increasing the distance covered from 100 kms from 150 kms.

It is paining to note that the discriminatory trend on the part of the Railways and the neglect of Tamil Nadu continues. Tamil
Nadu has not got a better deal. Proper fund allocation has not been made for various ongoing schemes. Tamil Nadu is the only
state where gauge conversion work to a stretch of about thousand kms. have been kept pending for long. Kindly allocate funds
and speed up the pending projects.

Almost all the states have got the gauge conversion work completed but Tamil Nadu alone find itself sidelined. The many
unmanned level crossings still crying for attention. Every year, 10 to 15 people are killed in the accidents taking place at these
unmanned level crossings. In my Chidambaram constituency, in a place called Vallampadugai there is a village called Kirampatty.
Last month an old man got killed in an accident at an unmanned level crossing there. Hence, I urge upon the Railway Minister to
take necessary steps to upgrade such unmanned level crossings, either as manned level crossings or as crossings with RoBs.

* English translation of the speech originally in Tamil

In the Railway Budget that has an outlay for “60,100 crore, there is no mention about the wiping out of manual scavenging a
demeaning practice quite against the human dignity. No fund allocation has been earmarked for the abolition of manual
scavenging.

Right from the first President of India Dr. Rajendra Prasad and right up to Smt. Pratibha Devi Patil have all been mentioning
about the avoidance of manual scavenging in their addresses to the Parliament. But no concrete action has been taken till date to
root out this shameful practice. Proper funding to change this practice has not been allocated as yet.

No other country and no other railway system in any other country has got this demeaning practice of carrying the night soil is
continuing. Human waste being carried by fellow humans is an insult to human dignity. But still it continues in Indian Railway
System. I urge upon the Railway Ministry to apportion adequate funds to change this practice of involving human beings to
physically handle the human excreta. We must utilise modern technologies in maintaining sanitation and hygiene. China and
Japan introduced railways much later. But they have been adopting modern technology to their advantage in a big way and they
have a railway system to feel proud about. Only in India we find thousands of our labour class are being put to handle human
waste with their hands as the practice of manual scavenging is not sought to be wiped out once and for all.

In 1993, we legislated an Act titled as "Employment of Manual Scavengers and Construction of Dry Latrines Act". I would
like to know how this Act is being implemented. In all this 19 years, not much of headway has been made. Let the Government
give the details about the cases that have been booked under this Act and the number of persons have been punished as per the
provisions of this Act. The law is yet to see the light of the day and it is merely there on the statute books.

I am duty bound to point out that it is only our railways that is part of our Government is continuing with this shameful
practice which is a great embarrassment to our country in the comity of nations.

Not only that effective implementation is lacking to book people under this Act but ironically the Railways itself is found to
be a violator of this Act by way of continuing to recruit and deploy people for manual scavenging. I hope the Minister in his reply
would mention about the abolition of manual scavenging in the Railways. I urge upon him to see that a decision is taken to go in
for this total abolition of manual scavenging.

H.E. the President of India Smt. Pratibha Patil in her Address has spelt-out in the 215t paragraph that her Government
would endeavour to remove this practice of manual scavenging. I welcome her statement that a new legislation would be in place
soon to root out this practice that goes against human dignity. But at the same time, I would like to know as to why a new law
must be there when the existing law remains unimplemented. I would like to point out that this Budget does not explain as to
how this practice would be wiped out with a new piece of legislation when the existing law is being ignored. No road map has
been given to the abolition of manual scavenging. The way to phase-out manual scavenging has not been explained. No fund
allocation has been made for the same.



Still there are about three lakhs of workers are on the rolls of the local bodies all over the country. This practice is rampant
in many of the Northern States still. I urge upon the Railways to be a pioneer to have wiped out this evil practice in its
operations. I reiterate that this insult to human dignity must meet with its end. I urge upon the Railways Minister to take effective
steps in this regard.

The right to run the railway canteens are extended through the float of tenders. I urge upon the Railway Minister to set
apart adequate reservation for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in getting these canteen licenses.

When Shri Lalu Prasad was our Railway Minister he insisted on replacing plastic glasses with matkas. I urge upon the
present Railway Minister to re-introduce the use of mud pots to avoid harmful use of plastic.

I would like to point out that announcement of new trains do not touch much of Tamil Nadu. New facilities have not been
created by Railways in Tamil Nadu. There is just an announcement about a new terminal in Chennai city. I would like to urge
upon the Railway Minister to make Royapuram as a railway terminal. I urge upon you to set apart adequate funds for these
projects.

The pending gauge conversion work in Tamil Nadu must be speeded up. Bhuvaneshwar Express Train must have a
stoppage at Chidambaram in my constituency. While meeting this long pending demand from the public, the Railways are also
requested to make Dhalavai Eechangadu near Ariyalur a railway junction. This is also a public demand pending for long.

While support the welcome aspects of this Railway Budget, let me reiterate the need to abolish the manual scavenging in
Indian Railways. Urging upon the Railway Minister to put an end to this undignified sanitation practices in the Indian Railways
and impressing upon him to go in for modern technology to ensure better cleansing system, let me conclude my speech.
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*SHRI PT. THOMAS (IDUKKI): At the outset I am supporting the Railway Budget which was introduced by then Hon'ble
Railway Minister Shri Dinesh Trivedi. Even though he is replaced due to some political undercurrents — the Budget which is
an important footstep to save the Indian Railway. Now the new Railway Minister Hon'ble Mukul Roy took charge in the
place of Shri Dinesh Trivedi.

Chairman, I am fully endorsing the initiative taken by the then Railway Minister. The fare charge increase is very nominal. It
can be borne even by ordinary people.

Chairman, my State Kerala needs more allocation for the speedy development of railway system. In the last year Budget
then Hon'ble Minister declared so many stations as Adarsh stations. But so far as nothing happens. Why so? I am
requesting the Hon'ble Minister to take some interest to complete the project.

Chairman, the Angamali Sabari rail line is not sanctioned till date. I request the Hon'ble Minister to give approval for the
Angamali-Sabari route.

Regarding Angamali-Sabari route so far as seven km of line is completed and Kalady Bridge across Periyar river is also
started the work. But the work of bridge is very short. I am requesting the Hon'ble Minister to take immediate steps to
expedite the work.

Sir, the work of railway station Kalady has also started. The land acquisition work up to Perumbaloor is in progress. But the
compensation is not released so far. I am also requesting the Railway authorities to settle the dues to the land owners.

Chairman in the last Budget, the Minister declared that Angamali-Sabari line will extend up to Trivandrum, but nothing
comes out.

* Speech was laid on the Table



Chairman, I am welcoming the proposal of Kochi-Maduari line survey in this year budget. If that survey will be positive, it is
the first line, my district 'Idukky' will get a place in the railway map of India. So I am humbly requesting the Hon'ble
Minister to consider seriously about Kochi-Maduari line survey. If it will fulfill the wish of Kochi connecting to Madurai- a
shortest route from Kerala to Maduari. It will also help in such way for the goods transportation from Vallarpudam container
terminal to "Tuticorin" Port. It will also a good connectivity from Kerala to Tamil Nadu.

Chairman, the small vendors who are selling tea coffee vada and dosa in trains are now-a-days not allowed to sell due to
the RPF Personnel. It is very objectionable. They are very poor and without any other earnings to live. Sir, last 10-15 years,
these vendors and this concessionaire are in the same field. What is the justification not to allow them to sell this tea and
vada in the trains. They are only vendor but also they are regularly protecting the people from pick pocketers and other
gondas. I hope Hon'ble Minister will take some positive action.

Sir, the safety of the passengers is to be considered with utmost importance. The tragic incident took place in Kerala train
i.e. Somya's incident not to be repeated any more. The protecting of the passengers specially the lady passengers to be
consider more seriously.

Chairman, the financial and accounts officers post is not located in Chennai. I am requesting the Hon'ble Minister to take
some positive steps to shift the post from Chennai to Kochi or Trivandurm.

Chairman, once again I am supporting the Railway Budget 2012-13.
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