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*SHRI K. SUGUMAR (POLLACHI): In connection with the Railway Budget for the year 2012-13 presented by the
Government, it is to bring to the kind notice of the government that the entire state galjkt of Tamil Nadu is totally
disappointed with the way the Railway Budget neglected the State of Tamil Nadu. As our Hon'ble Chief Minister Dr.
Puratchi Thalaivi Amma said that the Railway Budget does not adequately address the rail infrastructure needs to Tamil
Nadu or meet the specific requirements of the State. The State Government's request for 18 new trains on specific tracks
connecting important destinations has been ignored. The 10 new trains that are to be introduced in the current year are not
as requested by Tamil Nadu. The requests for gauge conversion of six railway lines and electrification of Villupuram-Katpadi
section, creation of the Oragadam Rail Link to Avadi to connect the two industrial hubs with State cooperation and double
laning of Villupuram-Tiruchi stretch have not been included in the budget. Similarly, it is disappointing to note that there has
been no announcement of a dedicated freight corridor in the Southern Sector originating in Chennai. When the scheme was



announced in 2006 in the Eastern and Western sectors, the Southern sector should have been included. Considering the
importance of Tamil Nadu as a manufacturing hub Chennai gets 18 additional suburban services against 75 sanctioned for
Mumbai and 44 additional services and 50 new services for Kolkata. Therefore, I urge upon the government to provide
justice to the State of Tamil Nadu as demanded by our Hon'ble Chief Minister, Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi Amma.

While participating in the Railway Budget, I wish to take the privilege to mention over here some of the demand
concerning my parliamentary constituency. The work on Palani to Polachi, Polachi to Palakkad and Polachi to Coimbatore of
gauge conversion was to be completed by 30.03.2012, but the way the work is progressing I doubt it will take some more
time inviting cost escalation. This is one of the factors which the Railways are facing all over the country. There is a
growing demand for a halt station at Aachipatti i.e. Polachi (North) as the present railway station is far away and the
Aachipatti is a fast developing area with a sizable population with a lot of commercial activities. There is also a growing
demand to set up stations at Kovilpalayam and Chettipalayam falling under Palakkad Division of Southern Railway. There
were stations at these places, but cancelled before the guage conversion work. Similarly, there is also a demand to set up
a railway station at Thippampatti and Poolankanar falling under Madurai Division of Southern Railway. Poolankanar be made
as a station with facility for freight movement as from here a lot of movement of cotton, vegetable takes place and
moverover there are many warehouses existing at this place. With this I conclude my speech with a request that the
Railway may please be kind enough towards Tamil Nadu state and implement all those demands made by our Hon'ble Chief
Minister.

*SHRI S. PAKKIRAPPA (RAICHUR) : I would like to express my views on Railway Budget presented by the Hon'ble
Railway Minister, Shri Dinesh Trivedi for the year 2012-13.

First of all, I would like to express my deep concern about the steep increase in the rail fares, which was announced in the
current budget. This hike, I should say, is a bolt to the common man who travel in the sleeper coaches and the unreserved
coaches. Even though there is a need to increase the passenger fares to a minimum extent, the quantum of increase is
very much high and it hurts the common man very badly. Hence, I urge upon the Railway Minister to roll back the heavily
increased rail fare, especially in the sleeper class and second class sitting passengers.

In this budget, the Hon'ble Minister has tried to address the needs of the people of all sections of the society, but he has
miserably failed to satisfy the people of Karnataka. This Railway Budget has hardly considered the demands of the people
of Karnataka. I would like to bring to the notice of the Hon'ble Railway Minister about the injustice done to Karnataka.

The upgradation of stations would provide safe drinking water, pay and use toilets high-level platforms, better accessibility
for the physically challenged among many other facilities at these stations. The Hon'ble Minister has selected 84 stations as
Adarsh Stations. But, I would like to mention that no station has been selected from my Parliamentary Constituency,
Raichur in the list, which, I feel, is the ill-treatment meted out to the people of Karnataka. I urge upon the Hon'ble Minister
to include stations as Adarsh Station in my Parliamentary Constituency, Raichur, Karnataka.

During the last three years, the Railways have announced the upgradation of stations as Adarsh Stations. I urge upon the Minister
to see that the works on the Adarsh Stations are taken up on top priority basis.

I would like to know from the Hon'ble Railway about the current status of internet facility which was to be introduced in the
Howrah Rajdhani Express. I would also like to know from the Hon'ble Minister that whether this facility is included in all the
long distance trains, not only in Rajdhani, Shatabdi, Duronto Express Trains but also in all the superfast long distance
trains; and if not, the reasons for the same and by what time all these trains would get internet facillity?

I would like to mention that the ongoing projects in Karnataka are not given sufficient funds for immediate completion. If
this is the case, what is the point in announcing series of new railway projects? I really can't understand the policy of the
Indian Railways? I urge upon the Hon'ble Minister to allocate more funds for the ongoing projects in Karnataka for early
completion, which will be of great help to the people of Karnataka.

Now, I would like to bring the following demands of the people of my Parliamentary Constituency, Raichur, Karnataka to the
kind attention of the Hon'ble Minister :-

(i)  The running of Bangalore Rajdhani Express from Bangalore to Hazrat Nizamuddin should be increased from 4 days
to daily. I am given to understand that this is not financially viable and will not meet the Railway Board norms. I
am surprised to mention here that whether the Ministry considers only revenue aspects rather than passenger



amenitites. I strongly demand that this Bangalore Rajdhani Express should run daily for the convenience of the
passengers.

(i) I demand that Train No0.15015/15016 should be given a commercial halt at Raichur as against the present
technical halt for the benefit of the passengers to board this train.

(i) I would like to place the demand of providing one 2"d AC and one 34 AC Coach in Rayalaseema Express
(Hyderabad-Tirupati), which runs via Raichur.

(iv) A new railway line formation is being carried out from Munirabad-Mehaboob Nagar line via Raichur. I would like to
reiterate here that with the completion of this line, a distance of nearly 20 kms. of journey would be reduced from
Hyderabad to either Hubli, Kolhapur or Vasco. The work has not progressed upto the expected pace due to the
negligence on the part of concerned Railway authorities. Though the State Government is supporting with the
supporting staff, the work is still running at snail's pace. I would like to request the Railway Ministry to allocate
substantial funds of Rs.30 crores and to pull up the concerned authorities for speedy completion of this project.

(v) I would like to impress upon the Railways to allocate a sum of Rs.5 crores for early completion of the on-going
Gadwal-Raichur railway line which is near completion.

(vi) As regards the provision of rail connectivity from Raichur to Ahmedabad, Jaipur and Jodhpur, the Hon'ble Minister
is requested that the trains running between Bangalore to Ahmedabad, Jodhpur be routed through Guntakal,
Raichur, Gulbarga and Sholapur. This would help in providing direct train connectivity to the people of Hyderabad-
Karnataka region. This would not, however, cost any extra amount to the Railway's exchequer but would provide
facilities to the so-called backward region of the State.

(vii) I request the Hon'ble Minister to provide stoppage of Train Nos. 12429, 12430, 12591, 12592, 16613, 16614,
11043, 11044, 12735, 16381, 16382, 12627 and 12628 at Yadgir Railway Station which falls in my Parliamentary
Constituency. This will not cost anything on Railways' exchequer but would facilitate the passengers of my
Constituency with the connectivity facilities.

(viii) I had already demanded that Graib Rath Express Train No.12535/12536 which runs between Secunderabad to
Yeshwantpur may be extended upto Mysore. This would provide direct rail connectivity to the palace city of
Mysore. I urge upon the Hon'ble Railway Minister to consider this request favourably.

(ix) It is earnestly demand introducing a new train link between Bangalore-Gulbarga Intercity Express to meet the
demand of the people of Gulbarga, Yadgir and Raichur Districts. The present train facility from Gulbarga is very
scantly comparing to the demand of the people.

(x) I would like to draw the kind attention of the Hon'ble Minister that there has been large number of thefts and
robberies taking place at Yadgir Railway Station. In order to protect the stranded passengers at Yadgir Railway
Station. I request the Hon'ble Railway Minister to start a Railway Protection Force outpost for the benefit of the
passengers.

I urge upon the Hon'ble Railway Minister to consider the above mentioned demands of the people of my Parliamentary
Constituency, Raichur, Karnataka which will go a long way in facilitating the people for their rail journeys.
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*RAJKUMARI RATNA SINGH (PRATAPGARH) : I may like to congratulate the Hon'ble Minister of Railways for having
presented a progressive and beautiful budget which will not only generate the revenue but also improve the performance of
the railway department in near future.



Further, I may like to draw kind attention fo the Hon'ble Minister of Railways towards the following works of my
parliamentary constituency- District Pratapgarh (UP) which are of utmost urgent nature for the welfare of the public of this
area as well as surrounding districts :

1. A new train from Pratapgarh via-Amethi-Raibareli-Kanpur to Pune needs to be introduced.
2. A railway gate needs to be installed between Jagesarganj-Chilbila(912/2-3 gate no. 88C).
3. Work on ROB at Chilbila Crossing No.84-B which is in progress needs to be expedited.

4.  Halt/station at Neema/Gopalpur on the Varanasi-Lucknow via Sultanpur line which travels about 20 kms. but there
is no halt of station in this entire area.

MADAM SPEAKER: Hon. Minister of Railways now. Nothing else will go on record.

(Interruptions) 4€;»

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MUKUL RQY): Madam, at the outset I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to
the hon. Members who have participated in the General Discussion on the Budget (Railways) 2012-13, Demands for Grants
on Account for 2012-13, Supplementary Demands for Grants 2011-12, and Demands for Excess Grants 2009-10.

In these two-and-a-half days, more than 200 hon. Members from the two Houses, cutting across party-lines have
raised very pertinent issues about the Railway Budget and the railway organization at large. The wisdom of the House, as
emanating from many of the senior Parliamentarians like Shri Arjun Charan Sethi, Shrimati Sumitra Mahajan, Shri Rewati
Raman Singh, Shri Inder Singh Namdhari, Shri Dara Singh Chauhan, Shri Jagdambika Pal, Shri Kalyan Banerjee, Shrimati
Paramijit Kaur Gulshan, Shrimati Supriya Sule, Shri Dinesh Yaday, Shri Bhujbal, Dr. Raghuvansh Prasad, Shri M.B. Rajesh,
Yogi Aditya Nath, Shri Arjun Meghwal, Shri Tufani Saroj, Shri Lalji Tandon, Shri Umashankar Singh, Janab Shafiqur Rahman
Barg, Shri RC. Chacko, Chaudhary Lal Singh, Shri Madan Lal Sharma and other eminent stalwarts, has made me so much
wiser in just a few days of my taking over.

Madam, I would like to assure the House that the points raised by the hon. Members will receive my utmost attention and I
will take appropriate action on each one of them, wherever feasible.

My worthy leader, Kumari Mamata Banerjee gave Indian Railways a roadmap through her Vision 2020 Document. She
envisaged that the Indian Railways will cater to the needs of the people across the country and across income strata. The
objective was to deepen and broaden the agenda of inclusive growth. I salute the core objective underlined in her vision to
take the Indian Railways on a new path of high growth. I am committed to continue the work on the agenda.

I intend to galvanize efforts towards mopping up resources through other measures to fill the gap created by providing the
much needed relief to the aam admi. T would like to assure all the hon. Members that I intend to launch an aggressive drive
to mop up resources through non-conventional means.

This would be achieved through PPP initiatives that are in the pipeline. These would be given an increased thrust and taken
forward on a fast track to augment conventional methods of resource mobilization. I am also convinced that advertising, as
a source of earning, has not been fully exploited. Huge potential exists due to the prominent locations where our stations
are located. This would allow me to meet the aspirations of the poor, whose reliance on the Indian Railways as the most
affordable and reliable form of travel is well-established. There would be a focussed approach for utilizing the vacant land
and air-space available with the Railways, while fully complying with the norms laid down by the Government.

The idea of an independent Railway Tariff Regulatory Authority was proposed to be taken up for examination. The Railways
are not like the telecom or power sector where there are many competing agencies. Railways have always determined the
tariff structure on their own, judiciously balancing the needs and aspirations of the aam admi. At the same time, the
Railways' developmental needs have also been kept in mind. I see no reason as to why this time-tested system is not
continued. I, therefore, have decided to hold this proposal in abeyance.

The Vision 2020 Document envisages elimination of accidents on Indian Railways in the next 10 years. Hon. Members



would have noted that safety has been provided a definite thrust. I would, from my side, assure this House that the safety
initiatives, already proposed would be implemented. All resources required for the purpose would be mobilized and
deployed. Hon. Members are aware that it is accidents at unmanned level crossings that are the main cause for concern.
Even though negligence is invariably on the part of the road-user, Railways feel duty bound to address this issue pro-
actively, to avoid the untold misery caused to many families. Therefore, the commitment to eliminate the unmanned level
crossings in a focussed and time-bound manner would be pursued with vigour.

I would also lay increased emphasis on filling up all posts in safety categories, including the posts required for manning of
level crossings. A strong thrust would be given for modernisation of tracks, bridges, signalling and telecommunication
works, rolling stock and terminals. These would receive a strong thrust to realise the vision of transforming IR into a
technology friendly modern organisation.

A large number of requests have been received from hon. Members for introduction of new trains and for stoppages of
trains. I fully appreciate and respect the concern of hon. Members for the convenience of the people they represent. As
Members are aware, I have assumed charge only recently and I would be able to respond to all such demands in due
course of time taking into account the constraints and possibilities. I am, however, happy to state that progressive
augmentation of infrastructure facilities is helping the Railways in introduction of new passenger carrying trains. I am happy
to inform the House that continuing with the good performance achieved in 2010-11, Railways are adding 725 kilometres of
new line in the current year. In addition, 825 kilometres of gauge conversion and 750 kilometres of doubling are being
completed. All proposals of Road Over Bridges and Road Under Bridges for which cost sharing consent of State
Governments have been received are proposed for inclusion in the Works Programme.

I would also like to inform this august House that I am also pursuing the inclusion of four critical projects as National
Projects. These projects are:

1. Jammu-Poonch New Line (Jammu and Kashmir)

2. Bilaspur-Manali-Leh New Line (Himachal Pradesh)

3. Tanakpur-Bageshwar New Line (Uttarakhand)

4, Rupai-Parshuram Kund New Line (North East Region)

It was proposed, a commitment was also made, to have a wagon factory in Kalahandi. In the Budget speech it was
mentioned that the Chief Minister of Odisha has desired to set up this wagon factory in Ganjam instead of Kalahandi. I can
assure the House that if land is available in Kalahandi, we will go according to our Budget commitment....(Interruptions)

MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing will go on record.
(Interruptions) €]

SHRI MUKUL ROY: It is important that Railways run passenger and freight trains efficiently and economically and, most
importantly, safely. However, I assure that each of the suggestion made by hon. Members will be examined by the
Railways and all possible steps would be taken to accommodate the feasible demands.

Some of the hon. Members have expressed deep anguish at the standard of cleanliness at the stations and in the trains,
condition of bed rolls and linen etc. The hygiene standards prevalent in catering have also been a reason for concern. I
would like to assure this august House that cleanliness and hygiene would be my most important agenda after safety. I
would personally look into the efficacy of inspections carried out by Railway officers and results of such monitoring.

Members have pointed out cases of poor quality of food being served in trains. I would like to inform the House that the
core catering activity is slowly regaining its feet under the new Catering Policy announced recently. I am confident that the
monitoring envisaged under the Zonal and Divisional control would streamline the supervision process and eliminate any
shortcomings. India is a vast country having diverse culinary variety. We should be proud that Indian food has come to
acquire world wide popularity. I am committed to improvement of standards and quality of catering in Railways on the
strength of local talent and expertise, by suitably revamping the existing systems. I, therefore, believe that there is no need
to look for expertise beyond our borders.

It has been mentioned that recruitment of more than one lakh persons would be made during 2012-13. One of the hon.
Members had made a mention of backlog vacancies of loco pilots. I would like to assure the House that the process of
filling up of these vacancies is already on. In fact, we also aim to wipe out all the backlog vacancies for weaker sections of



the society, including those of the physically challenged.

Madam, I am sure that all hon. Members would agree that the present structure of the Railway Board represents
functional expertise, experience and wealth of knowledge. In view of this, there does not appear to be any reason for
expanding the Board further, at this stage, to create the positions of Member PPP/Marketing and Member Safety/Research.

Madam, many of the hon. Members has expressed anguish over the hike in passenger fares that would impact the 'aam
aadmi. The concern for the poor man is overriding, even if this means biting another bullet, though of a different kind. The
impact of the fare hike on the 'aam aadm/ is huge. The proposal to increase fares by two paise, three paise and five paise
per kilometre in Second and Sleeper Class is, in effect, a huge drain on the pockets of the masses. Similarly, the increase in
fares in AC Chair Car and AC 3 Tier classes, which is how being patronised by the middle class, is also quite severe. I
intend to give relief to the already over-burdened common man by not effecting any increase, in its' entirety, in these
classes.

Madam Speaker, the 'On Account' Demand for Grants cover expenditure for first two months amounting to Rs. 41,834 crore
and represent about one-sixth of the total estimated expenditure under each Demand. However, higher requirements are
included for Demand 9 and 16 (Capital Fund) to meet the lease payment liability to IRFC as the payments are made in two
instalments, the first in April itself.

The Supplementary Demands for Grants of Rs. 7,771 crore for the current year are being obtained primarily to meet higher
expenditure on staff costs, fuel and pension liabilities and to account for the loan of Rs. 3,000 crore extended by the
Ministry of Finance. Further, Demands for Excess Grants for 2009-10 of Rs. 1,923 crore are also sought.

With this, I request the august House to approve the 'On Account' Demands for Grants for 2012-13, Supplementary
Demands for Grants 2011-12, Demands for Excess Grants, 2009-10 and the related Appropriation Bills. I also request the
House to approve the proposal relating to implementation of recommendations of the Railway Convention Committee on
rates and other ancillary matters on Dividend.

MADAM SPEAKER: I shall now put the Demands for Grants on Account (Railways) for 2012-13 to the vote of the House.

The question is:

"That the respective sums not exceeding the amounts shown in the third column of the Order Paper be
granted to the President of India, out of the Consolidated Fund of India, on account, for or towards defraying

the charges during the year ending the 315t day of March, 2013 in respect of the heads of Demands entered in
the second column thereof against Demand Nos. 1 to 16."

The motion was adopted.

DEMANDS LIST :

MADAM SPEAKER: I shall now put the Supplementary Demands for Grants (Railways) for 2011-12 to the vote of the
House.

The question is:

"That the supplementary sums not exceeding the amounts shown in the third column of the Order Paper be
granted to the President of India, out of the Consolidated Fund of India, to defray the charges that will come in



course of payment during the year ending the 315t day of March, 2012 in respect of the heads of Demands
entered in the second column thereof against Demand Nos. 6, 8 to 13 and 16."

The motion was adopted.

DEMANDS LIST :

MADAM SPEAKER: I shall now put the Demands for Excess Grants (Railways) for 2009-2010 to the vote of the House.
The question is:
"That the respective excess sums not exceeding the amounts shown in the third column of the Order Paper be
granted to the President of India, out of the Consolidated Fund of India, to make good the excess on the

respective grants during the year ended on the 315t day of March, 2010, in respect of the heads of Demands
entered in the second column thereof against Demand Nos. 4t0 6, 8, 9, 12, 13 and 15."

The motion was adopted.

DEMANDS LIST :

12.21 hrs



