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SHRI K. BAPIRAJU (NARSAPURAM): I will be very brief. No doubt, I follow the rules of the House.

A very, very important tourism policy is going on in India. The hon. Speaker at the instance or at the request of the
Members allowed this particular Half-an-Hour Discussion. It is a very useful one.

What I would like to say is that it is the contribution of the great people of our country. Anciently, they have contributed to
the tourism sector. We are unable to exploit what our ancestors have given to our nation. I am telling this House that we
have a lake called Kolleru Lake in my constituency. It is 348 square miles water spread area. It is a natural lake. It is an
international wetland. It is identified in the world map. But we could hardly do anything to it. I am just quoting, for
instance, Jaipur. We call it 'Pink City'. You know, Jai Singh had created this city.

Just now the hon. Member was telling about Buddhism and Jainism. For instance, Bihar is such a place which we cannot
miss it. Anybody who is born would like to visit Gaya, before he dies. srn Siror @ #iter 2

Sir, you have newly taken over the Ministry of Tourism. It is the greatest opportunity given by the hon. Prime Minister and



Sonia Ji to you. You have to meet the other States. For instance, Andhra Pradesh has come to number one position today.
Rajasthan is supposed to be number one but now it has gone to third or fourth place. Something is going wrong in the
coordination between the Centre and the States. ...(Interruptions)

I say my ancestors are from Rajasthan. Hundred years back, our ancestors were from Rajasthan. Why are you coming in
my way?

What I am trying to tell the Minister is that the Government of India has to coordinate with the State Governments before
they go in for the enactment of the new Act. Please coordinate with all the States. Have a number of meetings before you
are going to finally pass the Bill tomorrow.

Sir, you have been very kind to me.

I want to tell the hon. Minister that our nation is attracted for tourism, not from now, but since thousands of years.
So, we have to only exploit it. We have small drains going to the sea, for instance, Bay of Bengal. For instance, in America,
they make a tourism centre at every place where the drain joins the sea. They run boats and have bungalows over there.
We are having so many places unidentified. So, I would request the hon. Minister to tour a lot. Before you do something,
you tour the entire nation. You see the seas, go to different countries and form a good beautiful tourism policy. Moreover,
we have our culture. To develop the mutual culture of the different countries in the entire world, you take this as an
advantage for tourism. Thank you very much.

19.00 hrs.
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