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Title : The Minister of External Affairs made a statement regarding conduct of anti-piracy operations in the gulf of Aden and
off the coast of Somalia.

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI S.M. KRISHNA): The Cabinet Committee on Security met today and
considered proposals with regard to conduct of anti-piracy operations in the Gulf of Aden and off the Coast of Somalia.
The Committee approved a series of measures which will be taken by the Government of India to address the legal,
administrative and operational aspects of combating piracy. A broad policy framework covering all these aspects was
approved. This would involve actions that would be taken in the medium and long term by the Ministries of Shipping,
External Affairs and Defence

The Committee also specifically considered the immediate situation arising out from holding of Indian hostages by
pirates. It noted that as of now 53 Indian seafarers remain in captivity on five different ships. The Committee expressed
its sympathy with the families of the hostages, and decided that the Government would take all appropriate action to
safeguard their welfare. It approved the following immediate steps :-

Intensify diplomatic efforts through consultations with the Governments of Egypt and the UAE where the owners

of concerned vessels reside, as well as with the Governments of other nationalities who are also being held as hostages
and intensifying diplomatic efforts both at the multilateral level and within the framework of the United Nations.

Stepping up of contacts with the owners of the vessels concerned.

Establishing of Inter-ministerial Group under the chairmanship of the Cabinet Secretary. The Group will act as an
apex forum at the Government of India level to monitor the early release of Indian ships or cargo or crew. The Group will
also consider welfare measures necessitated after the release of hijacked Indian nationals.

Formulation of suitable standard operating procedures for the Indian Navy and coordination of the Indian Navy's
activities with the Navies of friendly foreign countries in the Gulf of Aden. Thank you.

oflerctt rwen Tarmer (fafdem): srerer AdlGwn, & #id} Sft B eowaae Son aredl & fiealel WG sHdl A AdRA vP Yam Age 3 I/ 3|
ARl derpl B ufdarsiol el UM fictol e &, 3Uol Joldbl dDaofl Iofl 3liz Jordl walofl scofl Golrd eft b smu Fordz I e &
orfl) 3P W6 & Yerrordd} Sft 3 Bictel s1e, 3oaiol oft Iorcht WiST 3 IqRd P Adg B BT AS MARIG G o [ IIPR 32 T8 9 PRIcal
Dl BRRI ARdRI dtd FRMEM a2 au e 3 d g g b 3AP 24 @e 3 oft usel RASar aid} of Siole Darct sifor RraRlfct 61 v
ST B3P St IURT TATE 318, IoTpl AGel B AL I 3 i [AST At A Bdcl TH dId Dol Alad! § &b St IURI A& Blot &, IJoTdbI MUl I
foper 3

cifdpol Juol RIqRIFT BIRIeT 3 Bl urlRRl ©r Reileggrel U2 FSIIcRIg6I URT 88 &, I8l JhIossA Jol 88 8 Scolc W GAdol I Udl dcl fb aat
U3 ADforsst 3| a8l ub Scoigiolc Bs off 8, Sceolgrolct ¢ 8ft 3) smual Sl &l ard ol &, A A MU Bet, ¥ vwed oft smu oivg,
3flort A #ff ol sl & fob AFdotr JAMUT DY clichol sl $A SllcRIYIel B Adeodl i dol BT il ADISGFA 8, Iolapl #i ABRI cloll arfde, AIfd
I3t 3l smu A 1ol P A6 v O b Al A D2 3B &, v A D a6 GA2 PO D Al 7 D2 @ &, Al O BIs-aIs AT A uS &, a8
Scol9retel Abforsdl dd 3 DRRA &l Sle 3k scol-scol aul dd gAY dcdl Pl a8l ol IBoll US| I AB IS 3, PR 31U SA IS DI Alol
18I Al AICT-ATT AP, GI-Gl Alel AP clloll Bl 3Uol Jcdl I 3ol DI SASIR GIEl B2oll USSI| cifdbal 3ol el 32 36T 3 ol fdper, 3P ot i
€I6RIAIG Goll el &)




