>

Title: Further discussion on the motion for consideration of the Child Welfare Bill, 2009 moved by Shri Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury on the 13th August, 2010 (Discussion Concluded and Bill Withdrawn).

MR. CHAIRMAN: The House will now take up Item No. 52 — Child Welfare Bill, 2009, further consideration of the motion
moved by Shri Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury. Shri Gorakhnath Pandey: Not present

SHRI S. SEMMALAI (SALEM): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I express my thanks to you for allowing me to speak in the Private
Members Business on the Child Welfare Bill.

I appreciate Shri Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury for having raised certain vital points through this Bill which focus on the welfare
of the children. Let me share few points with the hon. Members. India accounts for the second largest humber as far as the
child labour is concerned. According to a Report of the International Labour Organization, about 80 per cent of child
labourers in India are employed in the agriculture sector and that 4,20,000 children are engaged in the carpet industry.

Even according to the Government's estimates, 12.6 million children under the age of 14 are at work in various occupations.
The more pathetic aspect of the story is that two million children work in what we call 'hazardous industries'. What all this
means? We have failed totally. Even the Government does not pay as much focus and attention on it as required. ICDS is
also there but they leave the children untouched. Almost 51 per cent of the children under five are underweight for their
age. This is one-third of the global stunted children. Four lakhs new born are dying every year within the first 24 hours of
birth. Even compared to Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, our achievement in child mortality is poor. Should we not feel guilty at
our total dismal performance on child front?

Is the Centre satisfied with spending less than five per cent of annual Budget on children? In Chennai city alone, more than
21,000 children in the age group of 8-15 are working as maids, and still worst is that 50 per cent of them are subject to
corporal punishment. Is working as domestic help at the young age not a curse or fate?

Our hon. Speaker, during the Inaugural Meeting of the Parliamentary Forum on Children said:

"Children of today could not evolve into responsible citizens of tomorrow unless an environment conducive to
their physical, mental and emotional growth was assured to them."

I would like to request the Government to address child labour with all seriousness it deserves. Treat every child labour as
an issue and approach the problem in a comprehensive manner. I suggest to the Government to put in place a
comprehensive rehabilitation policy for children. Along with setting up Juvenile Homes in each district as suggested in the
Private Member's Bill, let the Governments, both Centre and State, set up District Rehabilitation Centres and provide
vocational training to street children and abandoned children so to make them self-employed.

I urge the Government to be more sensitive towards the needs of these hapless children. I appeal to the Government to
bring in a comprehensive legislation incorporating what is said in the Bill, what I said and what other Members are going to
say.

I thank you, Mr. Chairman for having given this opportunity.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Members, the time allotted to this Bill is over. I have another two or three Members to speak on this
Bill. Other Members are also waiting for their Bills to be taken into consideration.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: That is my intention. If the House agrees, we may extend the time till the completion of this Bill and for
taking up the next Bill.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Yes.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Mr. Adhir Chowdhury, in view of the exhaustive reply given by the hon. Minister, would you still like to
speak?

SHRI ADHIR CHOWDHURY (BAHARAMPUR): Yes, Sir, but I would be very brief because my colleague Shri Baijayat Panda
is fervently waiting for initiating the discussion on his Bill and so in a short while I will leave the floor to him.

Sir, I must first convey my warm gratitude to the hon. Minister and all the Members who have participated in this important
discussion.

Not only that, they have offered a number of important suggestions, which will enrich the legislative and
administrative parts involved in this area.

I must subscribe to the view, as has been elucidated by our hon. Minister, that there is no dearth of programmes, of laws,
and of Acts, but the crux of the problem lies in implementation because it is incumbent upon the respective States to
implement the programmes that have been earmarked for the children of our country.
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I beg to differ on a few arguments, as has been made by the hon. Minister. Sir, if you see the Annual Report 2009-10, the
Ministry of Woman and Child Development, Government of India notified the model rules 2007 framed under the amended
Juvenile Justice Act in the Gazette of India on 26 October 2007, and State Governments and Union Territories were
requested to adopt the model rules and effectively implement the Juvenile Justice Care and Protection of Children Act 2000,
as amended in 2006.

May I like to know how many States have so far notified the Gazette and how many States have so far taken initiatives to
implement the tone and tenor of this Act? Yes, hon. Minister has referred in regard to ICPS, Integrated Child Protection
Scheme. This scheme is implemented mainly through the State Government, UT administration. During the Eleventh Plan
period, the signing of Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of India and the respective State

Governments, UT administration is prerequisite for implementation of this scheme. As on 25th January 2010, only 13 States
have signed the MoU with the Ministry of Woman and Child Development, Government of India.

Sir, further more, a sum of Rs.1076 crore has been allotted for implementation of this scheme during the Eleventh Plan
period. The budget allocation under this scheme for the current financial year 2009 is Rs.60 crore only, out of which
Rs.22.20 crore has been released to the State Governments for implementing the scheme. That is why, I during my
discussion, tried to draw the attention of the concerned Minister that 'yes' schemes are in galore, but what we require is
adequate fund and adequate administrative and legal measures.



In so far as child marriage is concerned, according to the Annual Report of this Ministry, child marriage is a blatant violation
of child rights. According to the National Family Health Survey, it is estimated that around 47 per cent of women aged 20 to
24 years were married by the age of 18 years. That is why, we are simply confined in letters of our legislation, but we are
not able to implement the spirit of our legislation.

Sir, I shall be very brief. The hon. Minister just referred to Dhanalakshmi Conditional Cash Transfer for Girl Child with
insurance cover. Sir, you will be astonished to know that the scheme is being implemented in 11 blocks only across seven
States. An outlay of Rs.10 crore is provided in Annual Plan 2009-10. This is a meagre amount.

Not even that, even the Standing Committee of the concerned Ministry has also recommended; I would like to read a few
lines:

"The Committee notes with concern that complete information is not available with the Ministry regarding the
number of observation homes, special homes for juveniles in conflict with law, and children homes, shelter
homes for juveniles in need of care and protection set up by the States across the country. Only five States,
Karnataka, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Mizoram, and Delhi have constituted Inspection Committee for
inspecting the children homes. The Committee further notes that though the Act provides for facilities and
various types of services in the special homes, shelter homes, many of the homes are lacking in basic facilities
like sanitation and recreation facilities. The Committee, however, is of the view that monitoring of the
implementation of this Act is the responsibility of the Central Government and hence the Ministry should
ensure that the provisions of the Act are implemented effectively."

India is a country which is called the youngest country in the world. Sir, 80 per cent of street children of our country
consume drug to cope with the pangs of hunger, fear, loneliness and despondency often involves in survival sex. Can you
imagine, Sir?...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN : While moving the Bill, you have already stated this.
SHRI ADHIR CHOWDHURY: Sir, some of the points we need to discuss here.

Sir, it is reported that 10,000 pedophiles visit the coastal States in India every year and sexually exploit our children. India's
West coast cities like Mumbai, Goa, joined Sri Lanka and Thailand on the pedophiles map. It is a humiliation for our country.

Sir, 53 per cent, of an estimated 420 million children had undergone some form of sexual victimization. Sir, can you imagine
it?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Are you willing to withdraw the Bill?
SHRI ADHIR CHOWDHURY : Yes, Sir. Kindly listen to me.

Sir, rape is one of the fastest growing crimes in our country; 9.5 per cent of the rapes are reported of those who are under
15 years of age; 15.2 per cent of those raped children are under 18 years of age. However, I must appreciate that the
Ministry is striving hard to get all the Acts together so as to save our future generation who are the asset of our country.
Therefore, with the firm belief, I think that the stigma that we are facing now will be erased by the endeavour of the
concerned Ministry and the concerned Government. With these words, I am concluding my speech.

I beg to move for leave to withdraw the Bill to provide for the welfare of children and for matters connected
therewith.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:

"That leave be granted to withdraw the Bill to provide for the welfare of children and for matters connected
therewith."

The motion was adopted.



SHRI ADHIR CHOWDHURY : I withdraw the Bill.



