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Title: The Speaker made reference on the International Women's Day.

MADAM SPEAKER: Hon. Members, today is the International Women's Day, that is observed the world over to mark the
social, economic and political achievements of women.

The day offers an opportunity to us for introspection. How far have we been successful in our endeavours to provide women
with equal rights and opportunities in various walks of life? Unfortunately, we do find in our society a paradoxical situation.
On the one hand we take immense pride in the phenomenal progress made by women in all walks of life. On the other,
there is the anguishing stigma of female foeticide, honour killing, dowry deaths and crime against women. We, therefore,
need to re-dedicate ourselves to the cause of upholding the rights and dignity of women.

Though a paradigm and attitudinal shift is perceptible in the vision of the society about women's equality and emancipation,
it is imperative for us to prioritize women's empowerment as an intrinsic part of our development agenda and policy.

The theme for International Women's Day, 2011 is, " Equal access to education, training and science and technology:
Pathway to decent work for women”, This theme finds resonance in our on-going efforts towards empowerment of Indian
women.

Let us on this occasion rededicate ourselves collectively to strive towards making the long cherished goal of women
empowerment a living reality.
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