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Title: Shri Gurudas Dasgupta called the attendtion of the Minister of Home Affairs to the situation arising out of recent
spurt in the incidents of "Honour Killings" in the country and steps taken by the Government in this regard.

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA (GHATAL): Sir, I call the attention of the Minister of Home Affairs to the following matter of
urgent public importance and request that he may make a statement thereon:

"The situation arising out of recent spurt in the incidents of "Honour Killings" in the country and steps taken by
the Government in this regard."

THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM): Honour crimes are acts of violence, usually murder, mostly
committed by family members predominantly against female relatives, who are perceived to have brought dishonour upon
the family. Honour killings are rooted in antiquated traditions and social values.

Recently, instances of honour killings have been reported in the media.
Since 'honour killing' is not a crime classified separately under the Indian laws,
no data is collected separately regarding this crime by the National Crime
Records Bureau, and the same is covered under 'murder'. Moreover, it is
difficult to identify or classify an 'honour killing/crime' as such in any given
community, since the reasons for such killings often remain a closely guarded
private family matter. At present, there is no separate law to deal with the
'honour killing/crime', and such crimes are dealt with under the provisions of
the Indian Penal Code and are investigated and prosecuted as offences under the IPC/Cr.P.C.

The Union Government attaches high importance to crimes of violence
against women-including the crime of 'honour killing'. As per Seventh
Schedule to the Constitution , 'Police’ and 'Public Order' are State subjects and,
therefore, the State Governments/UT Administrations are primarily responsible
for the prevention, detection, registration, investigation and prosecution of
crimes including that of 'honour killing'. Ministry of Home Affairs has sent a
detailed advisory dated 4th September, 2009 to all States/UT Governments
wherein States/UTs have been advised, inter alia, to make comprehensive review of the effectiveness of the machinery in
tackling the problem of violence against women, and to take appropriate measures to curb the violation of women's rights
by so called 'Honour Killings'. Government is also actively considering a proposal to amend the existing law or to enact a
separate law in order to tackle the crime of 'honour killing'.

In pursuance of the Cabinet decision, a Group of Ministers has been constituted to consider a draft Bill on the
subject.

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : Madam, frankly speaking, the Statement just now made by the hon. Home Minister of the
country is very innocent, very naive, and does not reflect the gravity of the situation that is prevailing in the country at the
moment.

It is not a crime against women alone. Young men are being hanged. It is not only women but it is mostly dalit women who
are being victimized. The poor downtrodden are the real victims. Let us not, therefore, generalize it as a gender problem;
also not generalize it that the State Governments have to do the needful. Let us not outsource the responsibility because
the Central Government has the responsibility and because it is the crime against dalits, it is the crime against women and
it is the crime against human civilization.

Madam, coming to the subject, when the ghost of caste honour strikes, when the religious fanaticism overtakes, webs of
medieval and fundamentalist terror are automatically unleashed within the society, the senile human beings are
transformed into ghastly ghosts, monsters, criminality is at its worst; mother kills her own baby; father colludes with the
murder; and brother turns into a wild conspirator. The crime is committed with the sacred conviction and approval of the
conscience because the creatures of social dogmatism having virulent caste bias, pronounce the judgment and in most of
the cases it is capital punishment. The penalty has to be imposed because purity of the caste has to be maintained and a
social aberration has to be stopped.



Madam, cupid may be blind. Cupid is blind but the guardians of caste and honour cannot be blind to the dilution of caste
morality when it takes place. Therefore, Madam, freedom of life and freedom of love cannot be tolerated in a civilized
society and, therefore, young people are to be punished mercilessly. We are very hopeful of young India. It is the young
India which is being victimized.

Madam, with a desperate indignation and tearful eyes, I would like to raise this discussion. I had raised a similar discussion
in the other House maybe 23 years back, Shri Advani may be aware, when Roop Kaanwar, an elegant lady was burnt to
death in Rajasthan in the name of performing sati. The right to live and the right to life are the fundamental rights.
Therefore, I would like to ask the question in this national forum — without apportioning the responsibility between the
Centre and the States; the State is an undivided whole, according to the Indian Constitution — will the State protect the
human right? Will the largest democracy in the world rise against the emergence of social fascism? Will the Parliament
exert all its authority to protect innocent couples and loving partners?

Madam, the State has failed to discharge the responsibility. Not even the death penalty that was issued in the Karnal Court,
awarding capital punishment to five and life imprisonment to one, has deterred the surge of incidents in India because
family honour is being trembled down; because community honour is being violated; because religious sentiment is being
hurt.

Madam, let me quote — the hon. Minister said that they had sent an Advisory — the judgments of three Courts including the
Supreme Court. Two years back, Punjab and Haryana Court had observed:

"In the last five years, thousands of cases have been filed. Out of 26 petitions &€}. "

off ctie1 g6 (JIRVT): 31U SR 3B BAA IAEE?.. . (RuderoT)
ofl SIBCRI GRISIA : ciicl Sff, 31 Id Y 31U HBofl BB & detol ST
ol TIIe] YRIIG & 4 Sllololl Alee 3|
off SI5cRI SRISIA & 341 4 dicisy,...(xaume) Please, I beg your patience. ...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Shri Lalu ji, do not interrupt.
Shri Dasgupta ji, you please continue. It is something very important.

...(Interruptions)
SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : I will come to that, gentlemen. ...(Interruptions)
SHRI KALYAN BANERJEE (SREERAMPUR): What your Government has done? a€|. (Not recorded)
MADAM SPEAKER: Please take your seat. Let him speak.

...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing will go on record except what Shri Gurudas Dasgupta says.

(Interruptions) €] »
31eR1ST ABIGAT: MU IS SISY, INMUDI $B F¥brsS 3 o1l 5 a1 3
off snidlorrer 3 (fis): A vfeBIore ool 3B ... (cugero)
31eAST HBIGAI: SoID] Do IS 3t o1dl o1 2aT 3
&€ | (cagenen)

31EAGT ABIGAT: 31U IS SIS,
SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : Madam, two years back, Punjab and Haryana High Court had observed:

"In the last five years, thousands of cases have been filed. Out of 26 petitions filed today, ten petitions pertain
to marriages of young people. In four days, the cases have swelled to 27. Couples are hiding themselves in the



corridors of the court, chased by the relatives, accompanied by musclemen armed with weapons. The State is
a mute spectator. When shall the State awake from this slumber? "

This was the observation of the Punjab and Haryana High Court.
Recently, the Vacation Judge, Mr. Dhingra of the Delhi High Court has said:

"It is unfortunate that elopement cases are converted into rape cases. Police is a party to all honour killings;
you connive with parents and turn your faces otherwise; you send the boy behind the bar on rape charges and
allow the parents to kill their daughter. "

The Supreme Court has recently served notice to the Central Government and also to the seven State Governments.

They have asked the response as to what they are going to do with regard to the functioning of Khap Panchayats,
which are some sorts of Panchayats. It has been found that the FIR has been filed after the murder was done. This is the
role of the police! ...(Interruptions)

MADAM SPEAKER: Mr. Banerjee, please sit down.
SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : Madam, the point is. ...(Interruptions)
SHRI KALYAN BANERJEE: Madam, please ask him to read the judgment of the Kolkata High Court...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Mr. Banerjee, please sit down.
...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing will go on record except what Mr. Gurudas Gupta is saying.
(Interruptions) €}

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : Madam, what is this Panchayat? This Panchayat is a caste council constituted by the senior
members of the caste or the village of the region, who proclaim judgment on punishment for having marriage in the same
gotra, marriage with a prohibited caste. Of late, these panchayats have been very active and assertive. It is there in
several States of the North India. According to the Supreme Court, what are the States? They are Haryana, Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan. This Panchayat is there, may be, in some other States also.

There is a political bias in the whole thing. People are pandering to their vote bank. They do not take action against the
panchayats because panchayats control a large number of votes. Therefore, there is growing demand that marriage within
the same gotra should be banned

oft arvtor Riz (Ierom): 3re=Iet ABIGI, 3 AlGIoflR AGI ol 3pfl 7ET YSor I olel ORI, i oD RIlel 31 TIell AT & b e ySor 3t VI o
oidl 3

ofl 3IHGRI SRIFI : Jlo 3, Ul il 3R 3, I8 3 &I SifSte) ol Al el BIE P Siewdic 3 Sl forxn 3, a6 TArRN 3 BIS Yfoer odt 3 33
s ditie; The Supreme Court has written it. I am not saying it. Now, the point is the same gotra marriage has to be
banned. The support is gaining momentum across the caste. Even political leaders are supporting it. A policeman having an
all India fame, who is said to be having love for hockey, has given his support that this type of marriage should be banned. I
am sorry; I would like to be given the truth, whether a Chief Minister of a neighbouring State of Delhi is lukewarm to the
position to be taken by the Government to take action against these virulent panchayats.

The hon. Home Minister should tell us the truth and only the truth, because there has been a statement; there has been a
press report in this regard.

Madam, the point is that this, in my opinion, is a colossal human problem.
MADAM SPEAKER: Please conclude, now.

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : There is no need to politicise it. Any person, who is trying to politicise the same caste
marriage; any Member of the Parliament, who wishes to pull the brake on the discussion that we are having, will not be
doing the right, will not be doing the duty...(Interruptions)

31eR1ST HBIGAT : 31U IS SISY| 3N IR-AR Tl TS 8l 3 3| PRI MU I5 SAISY|



€| (caguren)
MADAM SPEAKER: Please take your seat, Mr. Banerjee.
...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Mr. Dasgupta, please conclude, now.
SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : Therefore, my question to the hon. Home Minister is this...(Interruptions)

I accept hon. Speaker that the incident involving Rizwanur death is a blot on the dignity of West Bengal; I do not approve
it; and I do not approve the role the Police Commissioner played, who had been subsequently removed.

Let it be known clear that Rizwanur's death took place because he was provoked by the relatives of the girl. The Police
Commissioner at that time played foul and the Government removed him. I do not approve of it. I condemn it. I join you in
condemning them. ...(Interruptions)

MADAM SPEAKER: Please conclude now.

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA: My questions are like this. Will the State protect the young girls and young boys and compel
the police to take action? It is not a question of whether it is Haryana Government or Mr. Chidambaram's Government.
Second question is, will you make new laws? If you want to make new laws, what is going to be there in the new laws?
Can you share with us? Third question is, have you mooted any proposal? Fourth question is, is it true, according to the
Press, that your proposals had not been approved in a recent meeting of the Cabinet? It came in the Press.

Here are my last two questions. Is it true that a Mahapanchayat had taken place in Kurukshetra in April and the
Government of Haryana did not take any action? Is it true that the Government is vacillating there?

The last question is, will you call a meeting of the Chief Ministers of the States? Will you call a meeting of the political
parties and try to build up a consensus on this issue?

Let the Government act, act decisively and put the people behind the bar; and do not create a situation where the face of
India is put to shame before the comity of the nations.

31eR181 ABIGAI = 9ff Jiciog, PAR S, 3T A UP Yool JULCIDUT & fete gfese
oft diclog waR (Blomedl): FalcRn, ot 91f3repT gote Yoot B 30 amesn?

SIEAST ABIGAT = dgl AISTH It IfIrepT Tollsu 3IIR S5 Slea! 3 3MU6Il Yol Ufssy;

off 9iclog DAR : FAGA, 3MMUoT 3o RpfefeT ereITepyur YA U2 dictol BT 3RR f&a, $3d fere & smuwr smrst g spft JFafora e
SFGRI SR Sif of 3 Jieiel 3 MUe! a1 Pal U S9I B 3ic #HifSen 31, ar fYc #ifS=n 2t =1 scracifore #ifSen 2, & Jarol w2 sl fGxmrn
SRII 3117 Ju8 3y 9IFl AD dolel 31 ALL KT 8| SAIR IR YG9I 31 BD DI & - YdI of Silol SIId-Polld iR ofi of Silol gedl e 3IST G SR
2 fop uif¥arf¥ep sfie Amenfore sifere b forg, 915 & 1w 531 YR B &Rl 3l 28t &) 330 W AGal 3R IRPR B sifiadr 3 Aldel uSo,

s, amet & 21d It bt @ a w2 B 3, Afdpel ¥ RN 3 P peac, afdie Sz SuftEI MR Uz Sit Rl Bol el el 3, Joldl
ATGIRIDAT 31TST B I 3 off At 8, W SAGTR IERIRIA Sifel, USS e 3l CURRRID 6t B ellel onfdret &, Rrord! sl g=it 3 aicft Sit of
3ol b A el b A9 Dlolol @I 2Aifdenet I eradl At 3 onfdrer B D el ASA DI AW 3, cifdpol A Al el 91 onfdrer
DD, g AP o1 Dlolol Tollol DI YIaelel D2 31 3| S AL Yelordic] Sft bt 3PS 3 36Ib GRI TP eI DI 360l I SRN 3| A
forRr 31 JFIel B U I S SR b YA DI of ot weaiare, uipll IR yger, Geett, shemn sz o Sele AsrRerme ¥ ot &, 3 dl 3PR udr
91 SRl 4 Al 98 AL 3iforR fepfeist 3t 31 sRM, ciftpol T IR dl it 8, e udr & oidt 3 VAT 391 B Dlol-Plol 3 3l BT 3| AG TSI
ahfls A1reretr 3) 9 Al ASt Dgen b SISt orrel O fere Sl 3IRT 8l &t &, JIRIDR Uar 3 4 a8t Rl uewRr, 3ifer-3ifs @I cimp2 Berer ol 3,
3331 AT U2 dgc1 POREII &l 381 8, G W YRloil uauzn &t 3z &3 G 38 )

SIafdp ufecta B[ai cif U5 Sif¥3eat wddi 3 ST UarIA 3IGIcIdl b sicel ot yfepRn oft aet 28t 3...(xuasmor)
312181 ABIGAT 311U Yool Uftsw; smuchl s1fdrept 8l or 3
&€ | (caagor)

off 9iclog BAR : & Yol UP 231 | Alolotlr A} it gerror i} Sft B mforesr 3 Sl Bt go1 & &, 33 Sl PIolal Tl I 3, B ol Wl 3, ot



#ic]l oft, 3 argen &b st 3UDT Fute STAId 3ol A8y SIGT of Sil Yl fdpanr 8, 4 off 33 Y6l A AFag DA B8 Dsoll AILOI [ A6 TP AMATID
P3ifer 3 g1 21l 1St 1 Auon S 3B &) 5A YR D Sl siferR fpfeist 81 2@ &, 3 wR st A Aol B SRRA 8| Rl i As 8 b 3mu
53 QX 3 DS DIoJol ToIISE, Al A Bb| IS 3 el g8 PIIeRIl DI G2 fdpan ST AP so8l oles] P A1l I ol SId AATH DT &)

31e181 ABIGA : 9ff UG IIEeIarel glol - IufFerd oldl|

oft sidietrer 3 : sre=Tel FABIGR, 3 3MUDI MR & b 3muet S dictol BT IMRR f&=m 21 ISt 3 @R BB NSt DI J6IE HAG ST & 3
33 IOIIE D feTe AR ofdl afe ila bl s & Sidl &) A uarKd werel formrerd! & siiz vt ondt ot arcll @1 73 fdpar Sirr & S
CIoIAI & b A DIS ATURYI €I oidl &, s il JerRM &) Uetet oIS AU DI ACIRII I 28l &) Uciel Dlofol, IAD 16 3s2 3l IADL
UosiiaRIgT 8l 381 3| Wog, IRDR al Al I IRDR 8l, 3ol 18 uep detst 3| vt #ff clipeic) 3 UeTel Al TeToll, S2-Dloloil BAcl Pl
31?361 U2 3ICT Bl Mol U3 TG IST J6lE o) AR Facai! sisflz 3, s1w Hifdte, Iasit sifizar 31 smuwmT Fecdc ordt 3) VAT Alell ST 33T 3
3 31il, oINSt B STeTd 3| BT I3 PRT ALl 53 3, IoIch! 9ft arre 33 &) A 3w Il oIdl B2 3B 3 dfed Jorb uf¥ar & cller 8t 33wk
{3331 1 33 3| #S oK 2 1P s SIera USRI Sl Ffee 3| STerd URFuRT 3ii Fel 6t dols A Sit 7S Bl W 3, 38 AcTol Soll Al olal TAcTol Soll
ST dciel 3 3z 362 Aol AIf3w)...(=aaumwr) fuers 8t 28t 3, shia 3 &R St 281 3, df3tdR fope Sir 28T 3 ... (o)

31€18T ABIGAT = DU 9lloe] &l SISy

&€ | (caauror)
31e181 ABIGAI & S Sit, 31U Yol ufese

&€ | (caauror)

oft andlotrer 33 & s1cTd WRFURI I Aol IR SAGT JIcId & [ & IIMEADR &, B GARI DI 312 DIS AT SRR o8l Dol AU YRk
#Hifdsr w2 3t &, yar o2 & & Sz el ot AeifSA 2 3 8 b 391 Sl D2 3B &, I8 oURI &, IIDR Sl B2 Wl &, I8 oAU odl 3| dc I B
DrRUI DR ot 3 & 3) Vft uldf3erfer amo rswil 3 3, Aiftbor # ot 2l b ol oid Bretiel ATEAT, TRID 32 A H SIeTd WRFWRI Bl Add! 3
cifcpol diol-arR sl 3 ADps! acalre gs & RSl 18 318 DIE 3iR AYler DIC of 8ft et & 3l Sar-dcd o= 8 b IS 3R Pog, AP fere oS
PIo[ol Toll8, BS DG 3019 B3 BT P 16 ot JPR AS 53 3| 7 331 uRRefer o1 Rt avier oidf w2t arad, diftper 21 31ct 9 sma @t
&g NI 18l el pofl-pft ST S2 ooIr &, ol A Alel uscl Se2 PRe Alel bl PR A VA Y9l i ldl dl 9IRIG Asl dictol &b ferw off
3uf3erd ofdl BldI iR s ARMG 4t 3uf3erd ordl 8l ... (Iaeor)

31¢AST HBIGAI & 31U Y51 Ufesg
3€ | (zatimer)

oft anidietrer 33 & 3Ucl P8l 8 b As ASA I fAw &) IREIIGT 3w St DA, s6d3EISIoN6T 32 3AD A WAcl Dol ASA DI fAT &) IR Adret
2 fop =1 Pog sAD ferw IWoreT Profol o8l Fol1 ADbdl? sfforR fpfeiel, yfersor & fere ar=n & Raew smum! fpfrerer YRilsk oIS ¥ sicmT Dol
[GICIREDI]

f31fo13e2 T 3Ju Folrll SR, cifcbol IS Plolol oidl 8| 3MUDI T Jorel 3 DIolol TGl US| I GII Dol DI DIS HAcTeld odl J Gt
a1 2 fop 331 IRl W2 oIl SISl dIfde; $AP 1w sictel DI dolloll aIfde; Al BIAST B 3, Al A GA-GA AT AD Ak 8| IA AR AD DIDL
fdcoRIa olél &) B3I WRT ¢ DIC 4l Tollol AIfBY) TR IRDR AP 18 eI Plofol IR BRT G DIC ToIRPBI? SAD AT-ATT Jol YARIAL
P, St 33 YR B BAck § 28t &, Iob Yfel off IPR T DG Iolell Araddl 37 3 ol P TG PIool TIP] Dall, B2l Blol b G TFlel TIoll
dip o1l 3) Tifcpol VI WIdATSl SIFt B2ell Sectlold 3 ... (Iaerar) ¥t siicsr wo sccfioret 3 ... (i)

31e181 ABIGAI & S Sit, 31U Yrel USd3 3Uoil T eI HIfSIg;

oft aNdietrer S & 9 Siretoll AEAI & &b IRPR $A A2 A TR DG ICRBI?
MADAM SPEAKER : Because one Member is absent, as a special case, I am giving permission to Dr. Girija Vyas.
SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY (KOLKATA UTTAR): Madam, please give us half-a-minute. ...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER : Let Dr. Girija Vyas speak.

...(Interruptions)

MADAM SPEAKER : The hon. Lady Member has got up. I think you should sit down.



31, Bif¥en carr (Rrilserg): snc2vfer w@lcn, JaT usdl 3 3Mud! 3T MU Arer-Arel J2DR Dl i towarg So aradl & 5 amor 3mu &t der
fdiforses Jrad of wat 3l 3 cilsll B Ul I A 8ft 3Muh! AW 3 31 23T 8 b Pog, IRPR AP fete foifa dl uz fifeaa 3 cifdper Riear
P 31 v P arer 3 ared! g fop Aoqul JAcel Sl S9r Sl 3irel 5 A & ferw Rifead &, 31 W 3l sfl oIl o AR Bl 9D 3

FABIG, I3 dlol ol Uael cifd vaIfert A uap et T e et ftot el fop S 3 formperd! off, aa B u2 b formperd! «ft fip 3 sra &t
3ol afRTRI I A g Sl FUA 3 P D2 Wl g cIfcpol ST A3 ISRt A forperd gu vl Yoal U & fop @RI qal 3=t Sor & al, S8l W 3ok
fepfefor Slaft aceire & &t &, I 3R1 R 9pl A 3@ Sidl &) v RUE B SBRIR v au 3 Ddl A D BoIR 3 A6 Dl &AW Bl &) 84 clldll of
P Icst DA 3 ORI RIR 500 BT R oRY) 3pft dd d8 Icst SIR! 8) $c3 @Re & 465 sriid 83.3 wRic $c2 PR & PRI ek
fopfefor gartt srft 3 se Rferstor 3 14 sreriq 2.5 ulie, 3w drRe @1 55 sreifda 9.82 e, w1 sl 3 18 sreriq 3.21 usic 3iiz 3162 Hster
8 areriey 3.21 u3ic AwIct Aol IR fTet DRI A dA Il forme 2 3kl &, as srds Feifer 8 fb vwansanR Aoz & odl 8l g2, Al
IAMfdRez &l oril, Al 9&d 3iftip Al ¥, RBTel U 3A12 YdapIall of 3MUDI &AIel DA fpar, a8 aellsl B2 df Siidl ) dRB! @i & b 3A w»
e2rel & ordl f&ar smar i dleft ar w6 & b Iorh! PBISaIR & AASIS 361Dl AS2 Bl SIIAT 3| Ad AP IA UL PIS DI olal aldl| Bolfaaoret
¢ ggd ol ) ...(caaume)

oft s1cirEI Ris arca (Forgdl): IdR Rprchl 3 3iik 3y forrrIa PRl @2 &6 37 ... (s
31e181 ABIGAI = et Ris Sft, sy do sy
3€ | (catror)

31, Bifve carT & 3 it I OroRIA B2 2 ) AWIIST A DR W G, SA A D2 W §, MR D2 ! g 3IR 3ol AU A DR W g s=Alfere ol 3o
9I6G1 oI GRilel fopen b &1 oIfdfar 3 b st oft a1 W&l siferz fobfeier 81 38t 3| W8 Bacd IRDR @I BRI oldl 3| IRDR DI BRI forfla diz uz
Plolol DI Folloll 3, TIftpol AP AR AP Si Ui fUeRT &, 30T R it B9 erel Sl Bol| I scides dAFaR] DI off RIGRL &) /W IA
ot & ot Brdert 3

FABIGR, 3 3IUP FTEE A G Ugall Arad! g b aAlfere sifirpRl 6t Fadder iz JFATeldr Pl arss2 B0l b 18 Il IPR 6t BIs sion 37 7
IBl IR AIDR A Ygoll AIgoll 3l fordcol ol argsil o of dact fpfetol, cifdpel IR Al 316 PR b PRI, S 3A AT D ferg
IBATS 3M2 CABR B ABICT Gof DIGll, $A A3G B AT AT 3R] ST URT ST 36 A GA AT VA 31 38 & il dlel-arR Adtol A PR
531 Dlol A TID2 GA2 Dol dAD DUCA e 38 8 b 358 Ylederel I SRl Jetds Yieaelel bl =l caazed 8 i 3ol cllsll B M-I Pl =Iazer
Dol Pl T faarR 8?7 3 IRPR A A Yol Yol Aledl &) &4 cllsll of Dal & b 331 e 3 JulcosT YRR = 3w Judicose gfer A ofid
it oft JiferpRt @l St w6l @I 3R ol gloll aifde Iy Sl APel APl AR 3, Sl RUE e Wt &, IAD 3MRIR ol T IR
3iferpRt 3A W &rel ofdl el 3fiR <rel SN &) IR Al W 53D SIeIID AST IRDRI D HUR Ddlol DAl P 1w oI dle | o doa
3oTol USa|

131 511 3 fp af¥mon BIE of St wat e, 33 & @le 2o arsdt g ¢ When shall the State awake from its slumber? s3ft & amer-amrer wet
DI YY1 DIE BI Sl Sepic 3, Sl 20 Al usel S DA DI SHHIC &, 3 SISl A of A oIl g8 Dal oo WA Aell i 3ifdrgepl ol Ald bt
a1 &} Sl anfde) Afe 20 Aret Ao B34 PIST el B 3, dl i Al i} Sft A $AD W2 9 SRRl ol i ygen oft agsht b sad fere
BRT 3P DI Pl ae Dol D 1w TR Yraeirel [P Sl 3a9Ad 87 $AP A 8l 36 S 3R IS gu 3| sAfee A arsdl § o sifork
fepfefor A dffi OrTol off YR B PrsHA 3, 3ol A TPIYRT AP A [SWIsel Dol 36N Sl T G911 8, 3oib AMI-UAT DI FeIrDd
JHASAAT P! BT YRR foparr) 331 e B 20-30 Fmeret a6 Jersh 1w 3 VI Arcl ST ARI0L 3 33 3| PIs ot I 3R war 331 ot 3 B
18l e bl &b bact AT R 3, DI oIl Bs ADAl & b Pact Po SHferl A AdfeA 3, Asft SufeRH B ot SR Adfeid &) MuD e A
& 31 Acol A sft PBrdgel Dol aradl § b A8 Agar 8l sisfiear B Arer 53 R KR B2 37 W Pact die Dl Aswoifer o B2, $A sisfizar b arer
ol & 3} s1Iea 3 Do Al & 5 5P 1w vb BS Dol Bl TARADAT 3|

At gen &b ider A off S/ A A2 B @ 36t eff, 33 oI A Usredrar 3 A eft 3l el wr Irsfia snedt Sft &, smu Jsft cleil of ferde At A
e Sl Plofol oIk, IADT IR AST AT b a8 AST D 3iFIsIA 3T 3, cifdpol U BT A2, RRIDI 31T A uRMIRA Dol 3iR 3AD o
3IETT 3 GARIRIA A aloft e 3| sAfere s M wics slior fpfeir b R sft sicer A Dioler 61 sMaeAmdar ust 3 bad U 3ife
Rrforect w2 &l Sisal A &l 2lel, 331 U2 31U 31 3R st 3fars 2y

3 3ic1 3 fordgel 2ol aradl g fib sAd fere ®: fUerRl &t sravamr &, sodl 3 Uscll & AIDR DI Jolll F3M Dlofol| G, YIRAIID cIazel,
ufera1 anfe; bl wazen, diRI, srmioir & DRIqy, dier s A8l sciacs A=l sz Rifder ARisd &I s1fior d smud Ae#d A Al of fordger
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SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : Madam, my only question is this. Is it true that a political party in Haryana Assembly has
given the notice for modification of registration of Marriages Act so that marriages under the same gotra are banned in
India?

THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM): Madam Speaker, I am grateful to the hon. Members for



raising this issue. In fact, this issue has been engaging the attention of the Government for many months now.

There was a debate in the Rajya Sabha on 28t" July 2009. At the end of that discussion, I listed that the following issues
are the issues that will be considered by the Government:

1)  examine whether honour killing could be defined separately in the Indian Penal Code.

2) examine whether a provision could be made to treat the caste panchayat or khap panchayat as accomplices in the
crime and prosecute the leading members of the panchayats.

3) examine whether at some point of time in the trial, the onus of proof may shift to the accused and whether a
provision to that effect could be made in the Evidence Act.

4)  examine whether the Special Marriages Act needs to be amended to provide for quicker registrations of special
marriages.

Madam Speaker, since then, my Ministry has worked on these issues and after taking the opinion of the Attorney-
General, we have drafted a law. That Bill has been referred by the Cabinet to a Group of Ministers. The principal question is
whether it should be a stand-alone law or whether it should amend the existing provisions of the Indian Penal Code.

I can assure the hon. House that the Bill -- whether it is a stand-alone law or an amendment to the IPC -- will deal with the
issues that I have listed. It is a strong Bill. It defines the crime of honour killing. It takes within its sweep some other kinds
of dishonour that is inflicted upon couples, especially the girls, like stripping them in public or externing them from the
village. These are just as humiliating as honour killing, and must be punished with severity.

At present, every honour killing is murder. In fact, there is no honour in this killing. Such killings bring dishonour to the
families, to the community, to the State, and to this country. In the name of defending honour, persons who encourage
killing of young people and couples, bring grave dishonour to this country. In fact, one of the suggestions is this. Why do
you call this honour killing? There is no honour in this killing. This must be condemned as the most dishonourable act that
can be done in this day and age.

Therefore, a lot of work has been done since July. This debate is coming at the end of the work. A little more work has to
be done, and I am confident that the Group of Ministers (GoMs) will give its Report shortly. It is my intention -- and I hope
that I am successful -- to introduce the Bill in this Session of Parliament.

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : Very good! ...(Interruptions)

SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM : There were some issues raised. My dear friend Mr. Gopinath Munde is usually very soft in his
language. Today, he said that the Government is scared and the Government is sleeping. I can assure Mr. Gopinath Munde
and this House that the Government is not scared. In fact, ...(Interruptions)
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SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA: Criminality is criminality. It cannot be condoned under any pretext. ...(Interruptions) It knows
no social custom. ...(Interruptions)

MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing will go on record except what the Minister is saying.
(Interruptions) €]
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MADAM SPEAKER: Please do not lose your temper.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI SHATRUGHAN SINHA (PATNA SAHIB): He has raised a very valid point. ...(Interruptions)
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SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM : Madam Speaker, if I may continue what I was saying?
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes, please do.

SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM : The law that is being contemplated is a law to punish crimes that are committed against young
couples on the ground that they have brought dishonour to the community or the family or the village. Under the law, as it
stands today, it is a crime.

In the discussion that is taking place in society today, there is a demand that that crime, which is punishable under today's
law, must be identified and punished with greatest severity. This is the law, which is being made. Therefore, I would like to
assure the hon. Members that the Government is not sleeping. A lot of work is being done, and we are in the final stages of
the work. We are consulting all State Governments. I have asked all the State Governments to give their views. The GoMs
will also give its view. The matter will go to the Cabinet, and I repeat that it is my intention to introduce the Bill in this
Session of Parliament. ...(Interruptions)

There was some question about why FIRs are not registered. As I said, the law, as it stands today, treats this as murder;
the FIRs must be registered; FIRs must be investigated; and the criminals must be prosecuted and punished. We have
given advisory to the State Governments on these matters. If the State Governments are tardy or lax or remiss in
registering FIRs and punishing the perpetrators of these crimes, then it is those State Governments that must be held to
account. If people think that they are not accountable, then I think that they are wrong. The people of this country and the
people of that State will hold them accountable. After all, they are accountable once in five years. So, some people may
think that they are not accountable today and they can get away without accountability. But I think that they will be called
in to account by society, and all right-thinking people will call them in to account. I think that the States must register FIRs
and must prosecute the criminals.

Madam, I do not want to get into a discussion about Khap Panchayats and so on. I deal with the law as it stands and as it
is made by the Parliament, and when the Parliament amends the law, then that is the law of the country. My duty is to
ensure that the laws are obeyed; the laws are enforced; and the law-breakers are punished, whoever that may be. If it is
an individual; if it is a collection of people; if it is a collection of people in the name of Khap Panchayat, whoever is a cause
of a crime, must be punished.

I know that various views are expressed in various meetings of people of one community or more than one community. We
have to look ahead and build a society that is based on secular values and enlightened views. It is possible that there will



be different views on different subjects, but I see my duty as ensuring that the laws are obeyed. It is the Parliament's
privilege and responsibility to make the laws as society wants the laws to be made, reflecting the views of the people, and
amending the laws when it is necessary to amend the laws.

In the debate that is going on over the last seven or eight months, there is a need felt that the law must be amended to
punish honour killing and that is precisely what we are doing. We are not dreaming about the 215t Century as Shri

Shailendra Kumar says. We are living in the 215t Century. Therefore, the laws must reflect what the 215t Century requires.
It is entirely for the Parliament to make the law. My duty is to bring the law as I think that it is necessary, and it is your
privilege to make the law as you think it necessary. ...( Interruptions) But once the law is made, then that law must be
enforced and the breakers of the law must be punished.

MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you. I just want to say that it is a matter of satisfaction that honour killing has been discussed. I
am very much concerned and so is this House that young people are getting killed, and killed by those who should love and
protect them. It is a de-humanizing process. I think that we should and we have taken a very serious view of it.

MADAM SPEAKER: Now, the House will take up the legislative business. Item No. 13, Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad.



