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Title : Resolution regarding steps to ensure availability of drinking water in the country.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, before | call Shri Satpal Maharaj to move his Private Members Resolution regarding steps to ensure
availability of drinking water in the country, time for discussion of this Resolution has to be allotted by the House.

If the House agrees, two hours may be allotted for the discussion of the Resolution.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Satpal Maharaj, we will close at six o'clock.
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Experts say that the total amount of water available on earth has been estimated at 1.4 billion cubic kilometers, enough to cover the
planet with a layer of about three km. deep. About 95 per cent of the earth's water is in the oceans, which is unfit for human
consumption and other use because of its high salt content; about four per cent is locked in the polar ice caps; and the remaining one
per cent constitutes all the fresh water in hydrological cycle including ground water reserves. Only 0.1 per cent is available as fresh
water in rivers, lakes and streams, which is suitable for human consumption. This highlights the significance of the need to preserve
our fresh water resources.

But the major problem is the quality of surface water in majority of the locations, which is affected by pollutants from various sources
such as domestic waste discharges, industrial waste disposal, and other human activities such as bathing, washing and swimming,
etc. The UNICEF and the WWF studies identified the prevalence of fluoride and iron deposits or ingress of salt water and other
sources affecting water quality of both surface and ground water. The projected demands for the annual requirement of fresh water,
both surface and ground water, in the country indicate an estimated forty per cent increase by the year 2025 to that in the year 2000.

Chemical contaminants, namely fluoride, arsenic and selenium pose a very serious health hazard in the country. It is estimated that
about seventy million people in twenty States are at risk due to excess fluoride and around ten million people are at risk due to excess
arsenic in ground water. Apart from this, increase in the concentration of chloride, TDS, nitrate, iron in ground water is of great
concern for a sustainable drinking water programme. All these need to be tackled holistically. With over-extraction of ground water, the
concentration of chemicals is increasing regularly.[r53]

Next, | come to drinking water problem in rural India. In India, presently, there is the problem of arsenic in the ground water of Bihar,
West Bengal and Assam, fluoride content in Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Orissa and Karnataka; and salinity hazard in the East Coast
and West Coast of India. High fluoride content above the permissible limit of 1.5 milligram per litre is widespread in the Nawapada



District of Orissa which causes drinking water crisis. Though high iron content does not create any health hazard, yet it makes the
water unsuitable for drinking in the mining areas of Joda-Badbil of Orissa. Thus, after delineation of the problematic areas, people
have to be made aware of the situation and alternative sources of drinking water need to be found.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : You may continue next time.



