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MADAM SPEAKER: Please, let others speak.

DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME (BOLPUR): Madam, this is a very important issue. We want a response from the Government,
particularly on the rise in price of coal. It has a cascading effect on the industry....(Interruptions)
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DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME : We want a response from the Government....(Interruptions)
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SK. SAIDUL HAQUE (BARDHMAN-DURGAPUR): Madam, in the month of October the Coal India Limited has increased the
value of coal by 15 per cent as a result of which the price of controlled coal has increased from Rs.2000 per tonne to
Rs.2300 per tonne. Madam, 60 per cent of the coal will be available at such a rate and for the other 30 per cent of the coal
the State Governments will have to sign an MoU with the Coal Authority. The price of such coal will be Rs.4800 per tonne.
For other 10 per cent coal the Government will have to depend on the imported coal which will have to be purchased at a
price fixed by the foreign countries. Such an increase in price of coal will affect the large section of people because most of
the energy produced is based on coal. Such an increase in price of coal will inevitably increase the price of electricity. In the
meantime, the NTPC and DVC have increased the per unit rate of electricity by 90 paise. All over the country coal is the
main source of production not only in energy but also in basic and heavy industry. Hence, such an action on the part of the
Coal India Limited will hamper the overall growth of the nation.

MADAM SPEAKER: I want to tell all the hon. Members not to cross the floor when an hon. Member is speaking.

SK. SAIDUL HAQUE : Coal India has made a profit of Rs.5744 crore last year. They have a saving balance of Rs.30,000
crore. So, why such a policy and price increase?

MADAM SPEAKER: Hon. Members, I had just said that you should not cross between the Chair and the hon. Member who is
speaking.

SK. SAIDUL HAQUE : Such increase is not only illogical but also detrimental to the development of the nation. Many States
like West Bengal will be worst sufferers of such a decision. Another question is why import coal from other countries when
we have a great coal belt and coal reserve? So why not more coal be lifted in a planned manner in accordance with the
demand of the country? Why is this dependence of coal on foreign countries?



In such a situation, I urge upon the Government to withdraw increase of price of coal and also change the policy of supply
of coal to States as envisaged by the Coal India Limited. The Government should come forward to form a Regulatory
Authority for determining the price of coal. The Government should take action to strengthen the lifting of coal from the
coal reserve. So, I urge upon the Government to immediately withdraw the price increase in the field of coal.



