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14.33 hrs.
DISCUSSION UNDER RULE 193
Situation arising out of rapid spread of swine flu in the country

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The House shall now take up Item No.18, discussion
under Rule 193.
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SHRIMATI MANEKA GANDHI (AONLA): Mr . Deputy-Speaker, Sir, before |
begin my speech, I would like to compliment the hon. Minister of Health and
Family Welfare — well, not compliment but I would like to appreciate the fact that
after five years of ‘drought’ in the Health Ministry, we have the promise of rain. I
know that the hon. Minister and the hon. Minister of State are both good
administrators and reasonable people. I have a great deal of expectation for the
first time from this Department.

Sir, I have no doubt that the reason I have been asked to speak on Swine
Flu by my Party is because it has the word ‘swine’ in it. The pig is a much
maligned animal. It is an extremely useful member of our world. It acts as
scavenger in areas where there are no humans to clean up the messes that humans
create. However, this speech is not a paean to the pig as we know it. It is about the
recent so-called Swine Flu epidemic.

Why is it called Swine Flu? It is because the virus is supposed to have
originated in 1918 at a pig fair where humans and pigs got sick together. It later
emerged, as it has now, that pigs catch the flu from humans and not humans from
pigs. That is the only relationship it has with that poor animal. Actually, it is a
simple type, it is a simple influenza strain of which there are hundreds. The HIN1
form of flu is one of the descendents of the strain that caused the 1918 flu
pandemic in humans. It was not a pandemic then. But it was even then touted as a
pandemic. As well as persisting in pigs, the descendents of the 1918 virus have
also circulated in humans throughout the 20™ century without causing any
epidemic much less, pandemic, except now in the media and have contributed to
the normal seasonal epidemics of influenza.

Again, I am going to go back. Before I take on Swine Flu or HIN1, I want
to talk about Swine Flu in pigs and the reason why I come back to pigs, even
though this Swine Flu has nothing to do with them, is because most of the viruses
that we stand in danger of getting may originate in the pig. Animals that are reared
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their own neighbours are the victims of many diseases of which the strains of flu
as in Avian Flu are the most common.

It will come as a surprise to nobody in this House that sixty per cent of all
the antibiotics produced in the world are fed to animals in these factories in which
they are reared for meat and milk. Since the meat carries the residues of the
antibiotic, it explains why humans are becoming increasingly resistant. The HINI,
HIN2, H3N1, H3N2 and H2N3 are swine influenza strains that are common in
pigs in all countries from the Americas to Asia. However, these do not transmit to
humans as yet. Even if exposure to them by workers in pig farms takes place, all
that happens is that antibodies build up in the body. There has been no
transmission from human to human either. But pigs die from flu all the time. E

1. hrs.

Indian factory farms have extremely unhealthy, flu and other disease ridden
pigs all the time and yet people eat their meat. However, to come back to today’s
subject, the 2009 swine flu outbreak in human-beings is due to influenza A virus
sub-type HIN1 that contains genes which are related to the 1918 influenza, as I
said before. But the origin of this new strain is unknown and it has not been
isolated in any animal. It is simply transmitted from human to human, and causes
the normal symptoms of influenza.

In humans, the symptoms of HIN1 or swine flu are similar to those of
normal influenza and of influenza-like illnesses - chills, fever, sore throat, muscle
pain, severe headache, coughing, weakness and general discomfort. But flu, for a
long time now, has been an ideal reason for panic-mongering and this has
happened so many times that one gets cynical about the reasons and assumes that
they are commercial with panics being created by medicine-sellers.

Let us look at the history of HIN1. In February, 1976, an Army recruit in
Fort Dix, America, died after showing symptoms of flu - tiredness and weakness.
Two weeks later, American health officials announced that he had died of swine

flu. Immediately the country decided that it was in the middle of a pandemic — as
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you know, a pandemic means a disease that is spreading all over the world - and
President Ford ordered every American to be vaccinated against swine flu. He was
vaccinated on television himself and so were 40 million people or 24 per cent of
the population. While nobody else got or contracted this flu from February to
October, 1976, three people died of the vaccinations, more than 500 people
became paralysed because of the vaccinations and after that, 25 people died after
being paralysed. In December, it was called off. While the swine flu was said to
become a pandemic, the vaccinations were the actual villains. The programme
was called off and swine flu HIN1 was never heard of again.

Now in 2009, we come to the same sub-type HIN1 and again it was called
swine flu because it originated supposedly in people in Mexico who blamed it on
pigs, but it was the pigs who got it from the human-beings. Then immediately, the
United States declared it a pandemic. Most countries have again been set off on a
wrong track and have wasted money and time by killing pigs as they have in
Egypt. In fact, they have killed more pigs in Egypt while they have not had a
single case so far of Swine Flu, than, they have spent on the entire health budget.

We, in India, are quick to go completely crazy with every alert sounded by
the West. Unfortunately, our scientists do not probe deeply into so called
pandemics. The avian flu is one case. We killed crores of birds, mainly belonging
to the tribals and poor people. We did not kill a single bird in multi-crore farm
factories in Pune, for instance, that keep chickens in much worse conditions than
the villagers do. But this is a scandal that needs an enquiry by itself. The previous
Health Minister bought hundreds of crores worth of so called avian flu medicines,
none of which was ever used or will ever be. That is another scandal that needs an
inquiry. What our scientists should realise before adopting western panics as their
own is that the swine flu has been compared by WHO itself to all other similar
types of influenza virus in terms of mortality. This is what the WHO says. “In the
US, for every 1,000 people who get infected with any strain of flu, 40 people need

admission to hospitals and one person dies.” This is even a higher ratio than what
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we claim for swine flu. India has no central records of checking who dies of what
and in which hospital, and we are not even working towards central record
keeping.%

Therefore, we have no idea of how many people die of an average flu, and we
resort to knee-jerk reactions prompted by scaremongers in other countries.

We have spent so much media space and money on detecting people with
the so-called flu symptoms. We have isolated people; given press conferences; and
gone after people who have supposedly run away from isolation units and
recaptured them only to find that we have no cases of swine flu. Have we applied
the same vigilance to cases of polio, which crop up regularly? Do we catch those
people who refuse to get polio shots? No, we do not. Have we applied it to malaria
or to that increasingly dangerous killer, namely, tuberculosis ?

In my Constituency, just last week, I was called-up by an anxious father
whose son of five years had been diagnosed with TB. He was told by the Central
District Hospital that the medicines would reach his house on the 23" of June as is
the system in Uttar Pradesh. The system is that people will come to you with the
medicine, but you cannot pick it up yourself. The deliverer never arrived, and he
called me. I spoke to the CMO and it turned out that the man who was supposed to
give him the medicines had instead gone to attend a wedding. Should we not put
more time and media space into stopping the diseases that we already have, and
improving the delivery systems of medicines instead of adopting new and fanciful
completely artificial diseases? Flu is normal, and all its strains are normal
including Swine Flu HINIL.

In humans, the symptoms of the 2009 HIN1 virus are similar to those of
influenza in general. It cannot be spread by eating pork products since the virus is
not transmitted through food. All we need is the standard prevention against
spreading of the flu virus from human to human, which is frequent washing of
hands with soap and water, especially, after being out in public, and disinfecting

surfaces, especially, household ones as it is important. Influenza can spread by
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cough and sneezes, but an increasing body of evidence shows small droplets
containing the virus can remain on tabletops, telephones and other surfaces in
which case an alcohol-based gel or foam or hand sanitizers work well to destroy
the viruses and bacteria. Anyone with flu-like symptoms such as fever, cough or
muscle aches should stay away from work or public transportation. That is all. We
are over reacting. We are spending crores of rupees for something where only
these two things work.

Please do not spend public money again scandalously by buying newly-
invented commercial foreign vaccines or spend our scientists’ time in inventing
vaccines for a flu that will not be here by next year because it would have mutated
into HIN10 or whatever. The normal flu vaccine that has been in the market for
several years now has been proven ineffective in every single form of flu that it
was supposed to inoculate us against, and a new vaccine will again be more
dangerous than helpful. We are told that America is at work on a vaccine for the
new strain, but it would have gone and mutated long before we are ready.

Tamiflu is what you will choose as the answer because you have already
stockpiled Tamiflu in crores for Avian Flu. You do not know what to do with it
since Avian Flu has disappeared instead of being the pandemic that killed one
billion people. You have said that now we will use Tamiflu for Swine Flu and not
for Avian Flu. This is not the answer. It has never been -- not even to the
predecessor Avian flu and not now also. Have the crores worth of Tamiflu bought
by the Health Ministry in the last five years ever been released into the market?
Even the antibiotics bought for the so-called plague 20 years ago were lying at the
Customs till last year.

The truth of the matter is that normal antiviral drugs make the flu milder
and the patient feels better faster. Palliative care, at home or in hospital, focuses on
controlling fever and maintaining fluid balance for the treatment of flu viruses.
The adage that applies to all flus applies to this one as well, which is that with

medicine it takes a week and without medicine it takes seven days. The majority



03.07.2009 121

of people infected with the virus make a full recovery without requiring even
medical attention or antiviral drugs.

This is just another type of flu virus or our typical seasonal flu symptoms.
So far, even if you see swine flu cases increase on a swine flu map, experts do not
know till today whether this influenza A (HIN1) virus will become a pandemic or
even a nuisance. We could just continue to see sporadic cases for a few weeks or
months till it stops.%

SARS, if you remember, was touted as the killer of millions. Does anybody
even remember what SARS stands for or whether it actually killed a single human
being? However, I would like to say that the global pharma companies like Roche,
Gilead, and Glaxo SmithKline are making a killing through the sales of antivirals
like Tamiflu and Relaxin. The US Administration has already opened an
emergency window in its authorisation system to allow Tamiflu and Relaxin to be
used more widely on flu sufferers across the world. Even the small vaccine
producers like Biocryst and Novavax are hiving for profit. India has bought
Tamiflu, but has not authorised its retail sales. Strangely enough, the reason that
your Ministry has given for not giving Tamiflu to the public in spite of giving the
scare that swine flu exists is, “Indiscriminate use of this drug by the public could
result in the virus developing resistance to this only known treatment of the HIN1
influenza”. This is what your Government has officially said. You keep buying it,
but you never give it to us. You never allow anybody to use it because if we use it,
we might get immune to it. We buy an imaginary medicine for an imaginary
disease, and who gets to live happily ever after — the companies, the Ministry, the
Government, the sellers, the buyers?.

I would like to say that perhaps we should downplay our great insistence on
and the amount of money we are spending on swine flu, and divert it back to our
original diseases. Before I finish, I would like to go back again to the word ‘swine’
and ‘pigs’ because it is really important. Pigs are unusual as they can be infected

with influenza strains that usually infect three different species: pigs, birds and
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humans and it can go anywhere. This makes pigs a host where influenza viruses
might exchange genes, producing new and dangerous strains. Therefore, I would
suggest that the Health Ministry should also start looking at the way we farm pigs.
GIGO (Garbage In, Garbage Out) is a standard principle. Come to the basis of
what is spreading Tuberculosis or what is spreading malaria or what is spreading
diseases. It all comes back to what we eat and how we treat them. I would urge
the Members of Parliament to do checks on all factory farms in their areas and see
the hideous conditions in which animals are grown for meat because this has
become the norm. All the diseases in the last five years that we have spent our
money on have been a result of the way that we have brought up chickens, pigs,
goats, and cattle Tuberculosis comes from factory farming of cows and buffaloes.
This is the lesson that we can learn from HINT.

If we want a healthy happy world, we must understand that all species in it

have to be healthy, or we will live in constant danger.
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# Yo AR (BremEl): A Iurede Sf, (9 193 & Sfdid Wigh-te| R WIS Ha
Qfera St 3R vaq g geER St 3 S 991 98 W a9y, 9@ foy # S9d] g=are oA
= el IR 89 AT YIdbTe H WIgH-te] UR 37U I @ dred I offehd 89 b
forg Hiept &1 firel Aept| ol WIS WY St 51 SfR SMTeRv AiehT el S 7 W@igA-Te] b aN
ﬁ@ﬁwﬁaﬁaﬂﬁlﬁn@ﬂﬁsﬁ%ﬁw%ﬁwwqqu Ay 3R AR w3
g1 WS Wl & IR W T4 IS A el qfcsh A9 2009 ¥ g SR A 2l I8 W 9RA B g
e @1 fawy 997 8o 21 99 1998 H T4 Ul R I BTG H W@igd Tl Hedl, IHBT
IRRY fower 818 die o1l a8 srefay & ot o, uferal & o} o ofk SHaRi & ff ol 39 IR |
TWe-a%e & Fifadi 8 89 o o Mt Ugd © 3R a9 I~ ff 359 e § o § & U8
WIS U R 2, I8 DY SRS ol iR Hal F M, I8 3 a0 1 aar T8 & Uy
gl 3T & WHMER Al # bS] & dN H q9-99g R foar o g b 116 <= A
W@IgT Te] Well BT 2 3R 2371 AN 34 db AR b o

W@ IR IRAR wemr R (3ft AW w6 INeTe): G B 116 <RI W WA U el
a1 2l

Y dtors R ¢ SN B, ST & 116 ST H WIS Wl el gaN ¥ 3R g9Y 2371 A &
ol g1 o 4T e St ¥ e &R w e FEER 77 o ver {5 g # oft afdw @
I g3 ©, 91 a1 &1 fawy 2

SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD : Sir, I may not get an opportunity to reply today

because hardly ten to fifteen minutes are left and I shall have to reply on Monday
only. It has been reported in newspapers and it has appeared in one of the channels
also that one patient has died in Kerala. I would like to make it clear that he has
not died of Influenza A HIN1 because the State Government had sent the sample
for testing to Delhi and the report was found negative.

#f dars PR ;o W S T wsdaRyr fear B, 9% 9gd o a1 R

SHRIMATI MANEKA GANDHI (AONLA): While I deeply appreciate the
measures that you may have taken at airports etc., and perhaps we congratulate

ourselves that the measures that have been taken at airports have prevented the
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swine flu. But all the countries that have taken no measures at airports have also
found no swine flu.

SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD: 1 will reply that on Monday. But at this time,
since it has already appeared in the Press that one person has died so far, I would
say that let us keep our fingers crossed that not a single person has died of swine
flu.

2N dors AR : F3 Off 7 W A1 8, F€ Igd 30! a1d 8] SR W YAl B © (P 5
THR B TR T Bl AR B @fda o 977 7 211 s U 89 v w1 @y a=ne
9 R B SA18 B WISl BT H ol §, oAb Il TP DI O Adiol R T8 U B
TN BT T ST A SABIHIOT B AR AN | I8 R 7 Hol, 39 IR § Saed Dl Ahad]
T& el 21 & wER TEl & A A 9HeN U g8 2 5 dfder & oo wieR
ANTAIRAT 3 A8 el a7 gall &, <feh ¥l TR 8A o Uel © [ I8 Yo 4, ulerdi &
SIFART A AT B A AT Bfeedl & A1 dAdd I 1 @ Il 9 Bal, 393 aR § 3nft db
TdqT TE Tl g1 39 IR H 99 & forg gfver & denfe o €1 Siel 9% R 99 @1 909 g
AR TA H B TS, Soilfae # W B9 <@ e § o faqeil F o arell Rt Wt defrgew
g, 91 W R SY| Badt feeell & &, < B qUR IS R, S8l fAqw W wergew
IR WWW@WW%WWW%—WWWI%@T%W
TR D U F TE AR B AU < H 3 @ T VAT 95 A garzAi € A aaw
U B FY TS TH AR I [hAT 2 oAb O & g Sarsit BT SRR WH BT 2 WIS

el BT AN 370 el WU A 3 Sl § T8 Wt del M1 & b U aafd & gk afd 4
AT B AR A Io-d61 A | I§ TN Bl I8 21 BH 39 AR fIRY AR W &M S
BT 39 dHMRN & e &1 SIMeGRN & Jawell hdd QIRUCH H & 81 dfcth vold e
W W I AR AN BA18 S8, XA SR U el SiErel | W A B © gafay e
geTel R AT SHT SAOH BT A1Vl 39 AWl SEl R S & foTy URIUe Sfde} dd
Y 1 fRIY TR R S/ FRRET HY A1 U S8 ¥ GOl S8 I8 4RI 7 Hef urg|
S8l T | SIaeRl B! a1 &, 918X & o™l A 98 A A9 g9 oF § AN & WX
e A GG & Siaex WIgd el Bl SIS T8l PR U1 I8 &l T8 SR 8 [ Ao YA
TR # gg B firet Sar ® & san-gant wRS A8t g T 21 39 ORE & JHER UG Bl
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frerd €1 ST qd aaRTall | el € SR # g QIR 81 Aredl gl Il ST WAER b Jrerdr
grfior &3t § foaedt ok Hivasfl, 2e dedl @ W% eI SN B SRd © i 8 ddhdl §
fh 980 4 IS SR PR TR A & 7 W 3R PHEl TAIT B oMY gAY gH a9y R R
[RENEICESIR S

HEIGY, guRl 3R AT &5 & vt iR Muerfl @ ddy § =g aWl yewEli & g
AT & AT ATt B DI SRR TS, I8 BT 39D 1T T8 W 91 B OV a8 AR
ST HEMRN @ WU H Bl Wl 8, 39 W DY hold DYl T/Y USA 9GP I b oIy deRi
Y 7Y 3R I8 O ¥ @ gRAT| 31 iferdl &l @ o & fog wiferar gr= fiem <© 2
3l BAR fHate & Hremel, SR yo¥ § dbel d9d & 7S <@ Bl el | o o qul
A I WH B AT AT AfPT 99 &7 § Bl e ¥ oY g1 Igd & I Y U F| g TS
RIBR FEI TS0l BT i I8 Al 9 A WH 8l AT AT b $H SHT8 I SHR W &l
3T S¥Rd 39 91 B 7 fF S R fiRat €S9 <1 i 98 wE ot § 5 w@rs w1
TARAT 7 & fITel Wawy 81 GhdT 2 S99 Ul 31 |ed d JHH 14 Sols s ©, W& dik
AT < SR AHT A o <« B (A H a1 AT G D [T qHE qHINAT SAear | A
® FIW IR B © gAY 37 R Hgledl BT AMeISH 2| 3777 9ga Wi ffex € s
e A IR TR B AT AR R HAT B Yeh T ARG DY dl(p TS Fe], Bl
ST WO AR O¥ | 96 W@ T 39 Hld [HA1 o Wb | I SHIE B P o 39 A & forg
BT ATSTAT FAMGT AR b DT G DI BT

# gl Sl B A AU AT FHIE Rl B A 3 dler DI Alepl A1 39 folg
# ST Igd IMHR Bl
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DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME (BOLPUR): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, I rise to
take part in this short duration discussion on rapid spread of swine flu in the
country. I thank Mr. Sandeep Dikshit my esteemed colleague and my good friend
Mr. Paban Singh Ghatowar for bringing forward this motion for discussion in the
House.%

We have hardly discussed, particularly the debate put forward by Shri
Dixit, who has deliberated here several aspects of this sort of problem in our
country in great detail. My other esteemed colleague, Shrimati Maneka ji,
deliberated in detail this issue, the pros and cons of this problem, in her speech. 1
am entirely in agreement with her views on this problem because with such types
of problems panic is created. Many times, the real cause is unfounded and this
problem is creating panic among the people. Many times such type of diseases
cause epidemic or pandemic health problem. These days, panic has been created
mainly on this sort of problem by the vested interests.

Sir, on this particular problem, recently, I have gone through a journal —
The New England Journal of Medicine — which surprisingly revealed that a
particular virus is responsible for this sort of infection in the human beings, which
is called, Swine Flu. I am in agreement with Madam Gandhi that basically the
swine is not creating this problem but they are the victims of this infection mainly
from the human source. The cause of recent pandemic, according to the new
studies, scientists investigating the genetic make up of Flu Virus have concluded
that there is a high probability that the HINI strain of Influenza A behind the
current pandemic might never have been reintroduced in the human population,
were it not for an accidental leak from a laboratory working on the same strain in

1977.
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The New England Journal of Medicine comments that the re-emergence
was probably an accidental release from a laboratory source.  Two famous
scientists working in this area - Shanta Zimmer and Donald Burke from the
University of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania - said that frozen samples of the virus
stored in the laboratory since 1950s, and most laboratories doing research on
Influenza would have the 1950s strain and one cannot pinpoint actually a
particular laboratory is responsible for its accidental release but the re-emergence
of HIN1 in 1977 made it potentially a man-made pandemic.

Therefore, it is also reminded that we need to be continually vigilant in

terms of laboratory procedures.

IqeAY AT : AT WSy 3d S9B] GHY GUW © AT 8, 9o diF 99 Uigde 3wy
IS o BT aRe TISH W19 A8 RN, dd Y 39 WR qreid |
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