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PROF. SAUGATA ROY (DUM DUM): Madam, today is the thanks giving day. On the last day of the 15 th Lok Sabha, may I
take the opportunity to thank you for the gracious way in which you have conducted the House? Your grace, your dignity,
your poise, and your equanimity in very adverse circumstances have caused admiration among all and sundry. Earlier this
week, I was finding the usual smile missing from your face. You were obviously worried and anxious. I am happy to see
that on the last day that trademark smile has returned to your face. We thank you. You added to the grace and dignity of
the House.

I had the opportunity to be in the 6t Lok Sabha with your illustrious father, Babu Jagjivan Ram. I may say that you have
carried forward his legacy as the leader of the oppressed classes with the best of your ability. May I wish you, Madam, long
life?

We are one of those people who had the opportunity to sit both in the Treasury Benches till our leader Kumari Mamata

Banerjee decided to withdraw and thereafter in the Opposition Benches. In the same 15t Lok Sabha we have occupied
both the Benches.

When I met the Prime Minister in the corridors of Parliament after my first speech in the Opposition, he told me 'you
have spoken well, but please do not be harsh to the people.' I regret if harsh words have hurt anybody. But, in the spirit of
opposition, sometimes maybe we use wrong words. This must be our mistake, which I regret.

As everybody has said, none of us knows as to who will come back in the 16t Lok Sabha. It is up to the people of

the country. But, having seen the 15t Lok Sabha for five years, I do feel that the Members of the 16th Lok Sabha will have
to consider how to make the functioning of the Parliament more efficacious. If people look at the functioning of the
Parliament, days together are wasted because of what we do. People feel disappointed. Maybe, we have not been able to
fulfil our task. I am sure that the posterity will judge us in a kinder light and I hope that the future will be bright.

I would like to say only one thing about this Parliament. Whenever the question of communal riots or divisive matters
has arisen, the House has stood like one. I remember in this House we discussed the riotous situation in Goalpara, Assam.
All sections of the House came together to say that such things must stop. To recollect John Donne's words:

"Every man's death diminishes me for I am involved in mankind. Therefore, ask me not for whom the bell tolls,
it tolls for thee."

We must stand together to keep this country united irrespective of class, creed or religion. Other Members have
spoken of the poverty, deprivation, unemployment that still exist in this country. I am reminded of a poem which was found
besides Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru's bed when he died. It was a poem by Robert Frost. He wrote:

"Woods are lovely dark and deep, but I have promises to keep and miles to go before I sleep and miles to go
before I sleep."

We do not have any time to rest, to take this country out of the morass of poverty. We have many miles to go. It is true
that we have achieved and crossed many milestones. But there are miles to go before I sleep. Let me again take the
opportunity of thanking you for the grace and dignity with which you have adorned the Chair of the Speaker of the House. I
take this opportunity for thanking the Prime Minister, the Leader of the House, the Chairman of the UPA, Leader of the
Opposition, respected Shri Advaniji and leaders of all political parties.

Whatever happens in the elections, let us leave this House with pleasant memories so that posterity remembers us as
people who tried to do something for the country. With these words, on behalf of our party, All India Trinamool Congress,
and our leader, Mamata Banerjee, may I again respectfully thank you, Madam?

SHRI T.R. BAALU (SRIPERUMBUDUR): Hon. Speaker, Madam, this is the last day of the 15t Session of the 15t Lok Sabha.
With the blessings of my leader, Dr. Kalaignar Karunanidhi, I had been elected to the Rajya Sabha once from 1986 to 1992.

This is my fifth term in Lok Sabha wherein I could find the maximum number of turmoils in a Session I could ever see, but it
is not an insult of democracy. In democracy, we have to confront the policy and principles of any party. This is the temple



of democracy. This is the most important place. This is the apex body. Where will we confront the issues? Conflicts have to
be settled here only. That is why, many friends of mine, the Members of Parliament on this side and that side, made some
turmoil, but you should not take it to your heart. I think, you have the pragmatic approach.

With due support of the hon. President of Congress, the Leader of the Opposition and senior colleagues, you have drawn
the strength to conduct this House in a nice way. Your conduct of the House and your approach towards the Members was
so pragmatic and exemplary. I thank you on behalf of my friends in DMK and I wish you all success, hale and health.
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SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Madam, with your permission, I wish to speak from this seat.

During my Higher Secondary education, in a class of History, we were asked to summarize the 18 Volumes of Mahabharata
in one line. Many a time from the Chair, not necessarily by you, Madam, we have been told to minimize our speeches or to
keep it as minimum as it can be. At that time, I always remembered what has been inscribed in the British Parliamentary
Library, which records that "A wise man speaks only in three minutes." I am not going to take more time. The answer to



that question which the teacher had posed before us was also given by him. He said, "Mahabharata War was fought,
Yudhistara got, Duryodhana not." That is not the true picture of Mahabharata when one goes into that.

When we are told from the Chair to restrict our speech, I always remember both of these two instances.

Another question was asked in the battlefield of Kurukshetra. The question was regarding who performed the best. Some
said "I did"; some said "He did"; and others said "We did". But that question answered by Belalsen, who said: "I saw only
one wheel of Sudarsana going around Kurukshetra and that Sudarsana Chakra did." At that time, I look at "Dharma Chakra
pravartanaya" that is rested on top of the Speaker's Chair. It is Devanagari Script and it is a Sanskrit Sloka. That says, "The
wheel of righteousness shall prevail." Whatever we have been doing in this House, we may take credit, but it is someone
above us who is actually motivating us to do the righteous thing.

If there is some mistake somewhere which of course, "To err is human" does happen but that gets corrected because the
wheel of righteous is turning. It is turning for the good of the nation. Here I would say that we could speak in the House.
We are only 14 Members of Biju Janata Dal in this House of 545 Members but we could participate in different
deliberations. We could express our opinion. It is just because of you Madam. You have protected our interests and the
interests of smaller parties. You have appreciated the debates that we have participated and you have always tried to
encourage Members to ventilate the voice of the people especially those of the downtrodden and the deprived.

Thank you Madam for conducting this House in a proper manner. I also thank all the Leaders of this House of
different political parties, Leader of the House Shri Shinde; hon. Prime Minister; Leader of the UPA Mrs. Sonia Gandhi; hon.
Advaniji from whom I have taken a lot of guidance to perform in this House and from many Members also and also the
Leader of the Opposition, Madam Sushma Ji.

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND MINISTER OF FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): Madam
Speaker, I am speaking in the capacity of Minister of Agriculture because as on today, my Membership of the Lok Sabha has
been ceased. I got elected to the Rajya Sabha. I have no authority to speak as a Member of Parliament, Lok Sabha in this
House but in the capacity of Minister of Agriculture, I got every right to say and I especially requested Madam Speaker to
give me an opportunity because I was eager to express my gratitude to all the Members of the House particularly the Prime
Minister, Chairperson of the UPA, Leader of the Opposition, Minister of Finance and each and every Member of the House
who have always supported the cause of the farming community in this country.

It is true that India is @ major farming country in the world but as a Minister of Agriculture, I have written it on some
occasion, I got BRICS when the situation came to import wheat from some countries which was not liked by these
Members.

I recollect when insufficient agriculture credit was provided, that time from Opposition side, there was a bitter criticism but
I am extremely happy that corrective action has been taken by hon. Prime Minister and we have seen all together different
season. It is true that a few years back, India was a country which was importing some of the things. But I am proud to
say and I will give hundred per cent credit to the farming community of this country. Today, India is the largest exporter of
rice in the world. India stood number one in the export of rice. India is the second largest exporter of wheat, sugar and
cotton in the world; and last year earning by the agriculture export was Rs. 2 lakh and 32 thousand crore. This entire credit
goes to the farming community of this country. I salute the farmers and simultaneously, I am grateful that each and every
Member of the House supported for farmers' cause. That is the reason why I am here.

Secondly, India has changed the map of the world's horticulture. This year, our total horticulture production has gone
beyond 260 million and our total food grain production has gone beyond 263.5 million. We have also established world
record in export in fishery and meat. This entire credit goes to the farmers and others. Again I have no hesitation to say
that each and every Member irrespective of his Party has supported the cause of the farmer. That is the reason why this
happened.

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA (GHATAL): Madam, my best wishes to you as the custodian of the House, the way you have
protected our rights, sometimes you failed too. The point is that it is not a day of pleasantries. It is a day of introspection.
At the end of the long journey — 10 long years -- there is a need for introspection, whether we have done our job, whether
we have not been able to do our job.



I have great faith in the highest national forum, the temple of Indian democracy. I have a great regard and respect for the
Indian pluralism. I have been in Parliament for long 25 years -- two terms in Lok Sabha and three terms in Rajya Sabha.
There is a need for introspection for all of us whether we have done our job that we have been entrusted with.

India is at a cross road. We have done really well in food production. But there are many areas where it is grey and black.
Despite production, the highest numbers of hungry people live in India. India is at a cross road and Parliament must restore
it. If you like it or not I feel, I must bring the truth. India is at a cross road. We are facing unbelievable crisis in different
spheres. Parliament must do its job. The credibility of the Parliament must be restored in the eyes of the millions of the
people who have been watching us. Nation has a faith in Parliament. Parliament must be equal to the faith that India has
reposed on it. We must remember — excuse me for using a strong word — that it is the Parliament, Parliament of the
emerging nation, Parliament of multiple ideas, Parliament that is bound to be of opinions not coinciding but contradicting.
Even then, Parliament is Parliament; it is not a boxing ring. The decline must be stopped, must be prevented. The decline
must be prevented in all respect. On the one hand, number of days of Parliament has been shortened. From 100 days it has
come to sixty. On the other hand, we do not function. Therefore, I am constrained to say that the decline must be stopped.
We must have introspection and rededicate ourselves to the strengthening of the system, otherwise nation will be
bereaved.

Madam, my thanks to you; my thanks to the Prime Minister; my thanks to the Leader of the Opposition; my thanks to
Advaniji; my thanks to Soniaji; my thanks to all my friends who agree with me or disagree with me. I believe that at the
end of the journey, we must believe that we should be doing much more than we have been able to do. At least, nation
expects that we should fulfil the national task that has been reposed on us by millions of the people.
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*SHRI O.S. MANIAN (MAYILADUTHURAI): Hon'ble Madam Speaker. Vanakkam. As the Presiding Officer of the House,

Madam Speaker, you have successfully conducted the 15t Lok Sabha. This is the last sitting of 15t Lok Sabha. I must
mention that this House was disrupted for so many days on several issues of national interest. I wish and hope that the

16t Lok Sabha would not be disrupted and function smoothly. I extend my heartfelt wishes to the Members of Leaders of
Lok Sabha on behalf of General Secretary of AIADMK and Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Dr. Puratchiththalaivi
Amma. .
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THE PRIME MINISTER (DR. MANMOHAN SINGH): Madam Speaker, as we come to the end of the journey of the 15t Lok
Sabha, I join all Members of this august House to pay tribute to the manner in which you have conducted our proceedings.

Madam, in parliamentary life, there are bound to be differences among parties but there must also be ways and means of
finding pathways to bring minimum amount of consistency and reconciliation so that the ship of the Indian State can move
forward. And we have seen that, on certain crucial matters, this House has the capacity, the will, to rise above partisan
strife and to find pathways of national reconciliation.

The manner in which the State of Telengana is being born is yet another indication that this country is capable of
taking some of the most difficult decisions without any rancour, without worrying too much about the pros and cons of
things that do not matter and we can take pride in the fact that the Telengana State, whose quest for being born was
pending for the last sixty years, has ultimately seen the light of day.

The Food Security Bill is yet another landmark legislation. It will create a ray of hope among those who are deprived
sections of our community. It will encourage our farmers to produce more. Sharad Pawar Ji has described the manner in
which the agricultural situation in our country has improved and I compliment him for the manner in which he has guided
the destiny of the Agriculture Ministry. Obviously, all Members of the House have played a very important role in bringing
that outcome about.

Madam, we are now entering a phase where the people of India will once again have an opportunity to assess, to pass
their judgement on the performance of Government, weaknesses of our Government, the achievements of the Government
and it is in that process, that once again a new sense of consensus will emerge which will carry our country to new
pathways.

I thank all the hon. Members of the House. I thank the Leader of the Opposition. I thank my colleague, Shri Sushil Kumar
Shinde who, as the Leader of the House, has performed his duties with aplomb. I give all Members of this august House my
best wishes and let us hope that, out of this strife, out of this tense atmosphere which prevailed for some time, there will
be a birth of a new atmosphere of hope.



With these words, I conclude my remarks by once again thanking you, Madam Speaker, for the manner, the grace with
which you have conducted the proceedings.

17.00 hrs.
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17.25 hrs.

NATIONAL SONG

The National Song was played.

MADAM SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned sine die.

17.26 hrs

The Lok Sabha then adjourned sine die.
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