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Title: Further discussion on Demands for Grants Nos 1 to 16 in respect of the Budget (Railways) for 2007-2008.(Discussion
concluded and all Demands were voted in full) .
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SHRI K. SUBBARAYAN (COIMBATORE): Sir, I am glad and thankful for this opportunity.

This Railway Budget is just a mixed bag. Let me at the outset say that the reduction in passenger fares is a welcome step.
In a situation where people are suffering from all round price rise, the reduction in passenger fares provides some relief. The
appointment of licensed porters as gunmen and other Group " D' posts is a positive step. But more initiatives should be taken to
fill up the vacancies of over 1.5 lakh in Railways, and initiatives should be taken to also absorb the contract workers working in
various projects.

The fact is that railways are becoming a target of terrorist attacks. The high number of railway accidents and the ever
increasing number of crimes against women are adequate addressed. The proposed privatisation of container trains and depots,
outsourcing of railway services and privatisation of railway property in the name of Private-Public Partnership (PPP) causes a
deep concern. Such drive towards privatization is obnoxious for the industry. This in general, with regard to Tamil Nadu in
particular, the overall allocation will hardly enable completion of the projects in progress. The immediate and the most necessary
requirements of the southern districts of Tamil Nadu are not addressed in the proposals. To explain a few, let me say that the
proposed Mayiladuthurai-Tiruvarur-Karaikudi new railway line is estimated to cost Rs 404 crore. Sir, Rs 50 crore is allotted in this
Budget, in addition to the last year’ allocation of Rs 10 crore. This leaves a huge gap of Rs.344 crore. This shortfall raises fears
about the completion of the project even before 2010.[r18]

The allocations made for the laying of new broad gauge lines and gauge conversion work fall too short to meet the actual
estimated requirement. The already commenced projects between Villuppuram and Katpadi, Tiruchi-Nagore-Karaikal,
Manamadurai-Virudunagar etc., and the proposed Nellai-Thenkasi and Madurai- Bodi gauge conversion, cannot be completed
because of the insufficient budgetary support. For example, the estimated cost of gauge conversion between Villuppuram and
Katpadi is Rs.276 Crore and the allocation is mere Rs.121 crore. Tiruchi-Nagore-Karaikal project, completed upto Tiruvarur has
received Rs.50 crore now, in addition to last year's Rs.281crore. It still falls short of around Rs.I120 crore. The Manamadurai-
Virudunagar project completion requires additional allotment of Rs.84 crore more than the offered support of Rs.60 crore.

Besides, there is a deliberate exclusion of the Coimbatore region. Except a few sops such as the newly introduced 'Garib



Rafh' and the extension of the Kumbakonam- Coimbatore janashtabdi that would benefit the people of Tiruppur and Coimbatore,
if 'Garib Rath' halts at the Coimbatore and Tiruppur stations, nothing encouraging is proposed.

The budgetary support for the Coimbatore- Dindigul gauge conversion project of 224.88 kms stretch is very
disheartening. The allotment of Rs.1 crore in the year 2006, Rs.30 crore in 2007 and the announcement of a very meagre
support of Rs.65 crore in this Budget will no doubt, render the project incomplete. The project cost is estimated at Rs. 613.61
crore and the allocation in comparison is just a peanut.

Having made these observations, I would like to place the following proposals to be considered for inclusion.

The work of doubling of track between Coimbatore North junction and Irugur may be expedited with sufficient financial
support.

Circular track around the city of Coimbatore and shuttle train services between Coimbatore and Tiruppur and commuter
services in the Pollachi- Palakkad- Mettupalayam line should be introduced to address the growing traffic congestion.

Tiruppur is identified in the world map as the 'dollar city' with its fast growing hosiery and garment exports. A new railway
link between Tiruppur and Karur through Kangeyam and Vellakoil will provide a short distance route between Tiruppur and
Thoothukudi port. This will help in facilitating a free commercial freight and an effective commuter facility.

A Railway Over Bridge replacing the level crossing of Eachanari on the
NH209 and a ROB at Avarampalayam Railway level crossing may be considered.

New trains for Coimbatore and Tiruppur have become an increasing necessity due to the enormous growth attracting
employment from various districts of the State. Frequent or hourly train services between Coimbatore-Erode, Coimbatore-
Mettupalayam, Coimbatore- Palakkad, Podanur-Pollachi should be introduced.

New passenger train services connecting Coimbatore with Cuddalore, Nagapattinam, Tiruvarur, Pudukkottai, Sivagangai and
Ramanathapuram, passenger services to Tirupathi and Tiruvananthapuram from Coimbatore, exclusive night train from
Coimbatore to Bangalore may be considered immediately.[R19][R20] Coimbatore Junction, Coimbatore North Junction,
Peelamedu station, Singanallur station and Podanur junction may be brought under the Master Plan development strategy. A
state of the art infrastructure facility should be provided at all the important railway junctions in the State particularly in
Coimbatore station with extension of platforms, special ticket counters, additional waiting rooms, more subways and refreshment
rooms.

In conclusion, I submit that the basic principle of the Indian Railways to connect the nook and corner of the country, to ensure
nationwide rail connectivity, still remains a distant dream even after 60 years of freedom. The guiding factor to make the Indian
Railways the vital contributor of the overall socio-economic growth is still missing. The Budget largely reflects the philosophy of
privatization and liberalization.
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"Today many other Departments of the Government are comparable to the Indian Railways and deserve equal
importance for the revenue contributions. In fact, it is time to re-examine the historical supremacy of Indian
Railways and discontinue the ritual of a separate Railway Budget before the Union Budget every year."
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SHRI PRASANNA ACHARYA (SAMBALPUR): I am not going to deliberate upon any major policy decision of the Railways, but I
would just like to put forth two or three important points relating to Railways. A new problem has arisen of late. As you know, in
the country, since last six or seven years, from the time of the NDA Government under the Prime Minister's Gram Sadak Yojana,
hundreds and thousands of kilometers of roads are being constructed in the country. Even the inner part of the country is being
connected to other areas by this PMGSY, that is, Prime Minister's Gram Sadak Yojana. What I have observed is that in some
places, the Railways have come as a constraint in the construction under the Prime Minister's Gram Sadak Yojana. [MSOffice26]

I would like to cite one or two points for the information of the hon. Railway Minister. When a road construction work is going on
and if it happens to cross a railway line, the Railways is coming and stopping the work on the plea that they are not in a position
to construct any new manned or unmanned level crossing check gate. For that reason particularly in my own constituency more
than one road construction work has been stopped by the Railways forcefully. Even the Railway authorities are threatening the
officials of the Department of Rural Development of arrest and other legal action if they go on with the construction of the road. I
understand that as a matter of principle the Railways has decided to man all the unmanned level crossing check gates. That is a
most welcome step. But is it a fact that simultaneously the Railways has also decided not to go in for any unmanned check gate
notwithstanding the fact that the road work has been stopped? The Railways is an organ of the Government of India and likewise
the Rural Development Ministry is also a part of the Government of India. If two Ministries of the Government of India are
clashing on this point, then certainly it is going to hamper the development work. So, I would urge upon the Railway Ministry
and also the Rural Development Ministry to sit together and sort out this problem.

I would like to cite one particular instance which happened in my constituency. In the East Coast Railway, at railway km. 1613/10
& 11 on the Sambalpur-Titlagarh Section of the Sambalpur Railway Division one road construction work being undertaken under
the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana has been forcefully stopped by the Railway Ministry on the plea that the road cannot
cross the railway line. I would like to inform the House that more than 50 villages are there on the other side of the railway line
and they are disconnected from the district headquarter and from other important points of the district. This is a very important
point and I am sure such problems might have arisen in other parts of the country also, but it is the duty of the Railway Ministry
to sort out this problem,

Sir, I would like to point out one more thing. Wherever there is a sign board put up by the Railways as in the case of railway
stations, the sian board is in Enalish, Hindi and the concerned reaional language. It is a welcome thing. Sian boards have to be



there in regional languages, but the Railways have no right to insult the regional languages. In many places in my State Orissa
where the Railways have displayed sign boards written in Oriya, I have seen that it is written in such a distorted manner that it is
a sheer insult to the language and this has to be stopped. If they write Nowrangpur as 'Nawa Ranga Pur' and if they write Bargarh
as 'Bada Gada' in my language, there is nothing more insulting than this. I would like to draw the attention of the hon. Minister
towards this matter. This has been raised in this House on many occasions, but nothing has been done so far. Either you stop
writing in regional languages or you stop insulting regional languages. The correct wording should be there on the sign board
because it is touching the sentiments of the local people. It is not a small thing. It is a question of sentiment and emotion of the
people of that area. Therefore, this mistake has to be rectified.
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Sir, I would like to point out another thing and I am sure the Railway Minister would not mind this. He is a leader of
national stature, no doubt. But while formulating the Railway Budget I am afraid he is taking a parochial attitude because when
we are talking of the under-developed States and when we are talking of States or places where most of the population belongs
to the Scheduled Castes or Scheduled Tribes or other deprived sections of the society, is it not the duty of the Railways to give
more attention to that area? In my State, one proposal for construction of a new railway line from Bargarh to Nawapara via
Badampur in KBK area is pending since 1977. The whole country knows that the KBK area is one of the most backward areas of
this country. This railway line will not only link the KBK area, but it will also facilitate transport of coal and iron ore from Orissa to
Central India at a much lesser cost.[R27]

[r28]Sir, the rate of return, as per the survey, is 19 per cent. So far as I know, 10 per cent is not a smaller percentage, but I do
not know why the under-developed areas are not taken care of. Many Railway Budgets have been passed in this House, many
Railway Ministers have come and have given full assurance that these under-developed areas will be taken care of. But this new
line has not been sanctioned by the Railway Ministry. So, I would urge upon the Railway Minister to, at least, give special
consideration to such under-developed areas. So, I would like to submit that this new proposed rail line from Bargad to Nabapara
in KBK district via Padampur should be given special care by the Railway Ministry and the hon. Railway Minister.

Recently, there has been a recruitment drive by the Railways and interviews were held for the Group 'D' and lower class of
employees. One was held at my district Headquarters, Sambalpur, in my constituency and another was held at Bhubaneswar, the
State capital of Orissa. I know that in Karnataka and some other places, interviews were held. But, surprisingly, when interviews
are held and thousands of youngsters queue up to appear for the interview, boys from a particular State are given preference. I
would like to know whether it is a fact that boys and youngsters of a particular State in India are much qualified than boys of
other States. You go to Karnataka and that has happened, you go to Orissa and that has happened. Sir, my submission to the
hon. Railway Minister is that recruitment for group 'D' and other lower classes should be made on the regional basis so that
people from those States get equal chance.

Sir, there has been some observation of the Supreme Court and I am aware of that observation that interview should be held on
all India level. But on the plea of the observation of the Supreme Court, we cannot go on ignoring the interests of the people of
under-developed States in the case of employment in the Railways. As you know, Railways has the highest potentiality of
employing the highest number of unemployed young people in this country.

So, I would urge upon the Railway Minister that if necessary he should come out with a special law and try to eradicate this
injustice being meted out to under-developed States, to the young unemployed people of such States. This is a very sensitive
matter. So, the recruitment policy of the Railways has to be changed.

Lastly, I would like to bring to the notice of the hon. Railway Minister some smaller points. Today itself, in a place called Attavira
by the side of National Highway 6, people are holding up the trains by staging rail-roko agitation because they want one-minute
or two-minute stoppage of trains at that place. So, my submission to the hon. Railway Minister is to direct the authorities to
ensure that at Attavira there is a stoppage of one-minute or two-minute of all the inter-city expresses, which are running within
the State of Orissa. I would like to inform the House that Attavira gives the maximum paddy procurement in the State of Orissa.
It is a greenery area and many agro-products are being exported, many people from that place commute to different places of
this country everyday. So, that is my submission.

Sir, as far as the Khurda Road-Puri doubling of rail line is concerned, we expected that in this year's Budget also enough provision
will be made. But, unfortunately, that has not been made.

Sir, Sambalpur is an important town of Eastern India and Orissa, but the platform and the retiring rooms at the Sambalpur
Station are in a very hazardous condition, That should be improvised.



With these words, I conclude my speech.
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DR. THOKCHOM MEINYA (INNER MANIPUR): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I rise to support the Demands for Grants in respect of Ministry
of Railways for the year 2008-09.

*Mr. Chairman Sir, I rise to support the Demands for Grants, Railways for the year 2008-09. I would like to join the Hon.
Members of this House in congratulating the Hon. Minister Shri Lalu Prasad Yadav and other two Hon. Ministers of the Railways
for their commendable achievements. In fact we have to appreciate the good works done by the Railways in the last four years or
so. Frankly speaking the UPA Chairperson and the Hon. Prime Minister have chosen the right person for this Ministry. We have to
thank both of them for this. These days everybody is saying that our Railway Minister is a management wizard. This has been
acknowledged by various institutions of repute. And he has been invited to deliver lectures on management inside and outside
the country.



Hon. Members sitting in the opposition benches may not agree with me but it is a fact that in the last four years the Railways
have earned huge profits. These profits were made without increasing the passenger fairs and fright charges. Therefore, Sir, it is
not a mean achievement.

Chairman Sir, I am from the North-Eastern State of Manipur. There is no rail linkage. As a matter of fact the number of rail-heads
in the North-Eastern region is very few and the total length of railways is about 500 Km or so. The size of the entire Northeast is
1/10 of the whole country. Therefore the development and expansion of Railways in the region is very much necessary. Half of
the existing rail-lines in the Northeast were constructed by the Britishers. That means

* English translation of the Speech originally delivered in Manipuri.

in the last 60 years we have constructed hardly 250 Km of rail-lines in the region. It is high time to take care of this region and
speedy expansion of Railways is the need of the hour.

Sir, one more thing I would like to mention here is that whenever we send a proposal for railway project to the Ministry the
normal reply we get from the Ministry is that "the project is not economically viable". This is not the right attitude. I have very
strong reservation of this attitude of the Railway Ministry. Because Railways are not only for profit making but also to provide
transportation to the disadvantaged people in the remote areas for their development and progress. At the same time it is also to
strengthen the unity and integrity of the country. Unity in diversity is the reality of the country. And Indian Railways play a very
crucial role to unify the nation.

In fact, all the State capitals in the Northeast except Guwahati / Dispur have no rail connection. It is a long pending demand to
connect all the State Capitals by train. But this has not been done in the North-Eastern region. My appeal to the Hon. Minister is
that the remaining seven State Capitals should be connected by rail without any further delay.

Hon. Railway Minister has recently announced some national projects for Jammu & Kashmir, North-East and other remote areas.
To name a few, Srinagar-Udhampur-Baramulha line in Kashmir and Jiribam-Tupul-Imphal, Dhimapur-Kohima and Kumarghat-
Agartala in the Northeast. We are grateful to the Hon. Minister for taking up these projects.

Sir, Jiribam-Tupul-Imphal project is stated to be completed by 2010. My request to the Hon. Minister is that this line should be
completed in time. Because this is going to be a very important line. It is going to be extended to Myanmar and further to other
South-East Asian countries. In the times to come this line will help us to tap the rich mineral and natural resources of the entire
South-East Asia. And at the same time it will encourage us to utilize the available human resources in the right direction for our
economic development and progress.

Railways provide huge job opportunities. I would like to mention that whenever there is railway recruitment some kind of
preference should be given to the local candidates or recruitment may be conducted on regional basis. I am talking about the
recruitment of Group 'C' & 'D' employees. At least 50% should be recruited from the region or the zone itself. If it is done a kind
of unity will come about among the people. And that will further strengthen national integration.

We all know that Railways have provided jobs to a large number of people. However it is sorry to learn that a handful of people
from the Northeast are employed in the Railways. I urge upon the Hon. Minister to recruit more people from the region.

It is important to note that in the last 4 years the number of train accidents have come down. I congratulate the Hon. Railway
Minister for his careful and tactful management. Still I strongly feel that something more needs to be done for the safety and
security of the passengers. Hence the Railway Safety Fund should be augmented.

Once again I fully support the Demands for Grants of the Ministry of Railways. With these few words I conclude my speech.
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SHRI ALAKESH DAS (NABADWIP): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I would like to congratulate our beloved hon. Railway Minister for his
performance in the railway sector. More and more people are becoming the beneficiaries of the policies of the Railways. It is a
matter of fact that Railways have achieved a lot, but I would request hon. Railway Minister that he should remove the bottlenecks
of the system more and give emphasis on speeding up modernization of the railway system as a whole. We have seen in the
Railway Budget that stress was there on doubling, but new lines, gauge conversion, signalling and electrification have been scaled
down in the Budget. I feel and think that the Railways should give more emphasis on these parameters — new lines, gauge
conversion, signaling and electrification.

We are seeing that many new lines are unused while there are also many old lines which are actually saturated. The Railways
should explore to introduce new trains in the new lines so that congestion, which is becoming more and more due to increment
of traffic, can be arrested.

We saw in the Railway Budget that it was estimated to utilise Rs. 550 crore for constructing railway over-bridges, but I saw



in the statistics that only Rs. 148.15 crore have been spent.[SS30] The system of 50 per cent of the cost being given by the
Railway and 50 per cent of the cost being borne by the State Government is not running well. Therefore, the Railways should
change this policy. I also spoke on the Railway Budget discussion earlier and gave the suggestion that 75 per cent of the cost for
the Railway Over-Bridge (ROB) should be borne by the Railways and 25 per cent of the cost should be borne by the State
Government. I think that ROBs will run smoothly with the implementation of this policy.

As regards Public-Private Partnership (PPP) in the Railways, I think that the Railways should have a well thought-out policy
before going in for this agreement, and there should be some safeguards and parameters in it. The Railways should not entertain
PPP in its core sectors, and the Railways should do its best to implement the policy on its own terms.

I would also like to draw the attention of the Railway Minister to the fact that the food quality in the Railway sector is becoming
very bad. Railways should not give contract purely on commercial basis. Further, some new contractors are coming in this line,
and they are not safeguarding the interest of the old workers. These new contractors should safeguard the interest of these old
workers, and the Railways should make some policy for this also.

Railways should give more emphasis on passenger amenities also. It is very true that there is shortage of staff in the Railways. As
per the statistics, there were 22,000 appointments in 2006-2007, and 20,000 appointments in 2007-2008. But during this time
nearly 40,000 employees of the Railways had retired. Therefore, the position remains the same, that is, 42,000 personnel were
appointed and 40,000 personnel had retired. Therefore, Railways should explore some mechanism to fill-up these vacancies
because there is shortage in RPF personnel, signalling staff, locomotive staff, etc. If there is shortage of Railway personnel in
these sectors, then accidents will occur.

Another point to which I want to draw the attention of the Railway Minister is that Braithwaite and Burn Standard are the two
Public Sector Companies, and the other three have been undertaken by the Railways. I would like to emphasise the point that the
production capacity of Braithwaite and Burn Standard -- wagon manufacturing factory -- should be utilised by the Railways, and it
should be undertaken.

Another very sensitive issue concerns the hawkers. Many people came to West Bengal due to partition of Bengal, and they were
helpless at that time. Hence, they took to the profession of hawkers. They used to sell their products in the Railway
compartments, and sometimes in the Railway stations also.[r31]
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Railways should give licence to these hawkers. Due to the developmental works undertaken by the Railways, some hawkers are
being ousted. Some facilities should be provided to them, like forming cooperatives, etc.

In Bandel Station, there is a subway and water-logging is a very serious problem there. Hon. Member of Parliament Shri
Rupchand Pal also brought this to the notice of the Railway Minister. A satisfactory solution should be found to solve this
problem.

Coming to gauge conversion, Nabadwip has become famous because of Lord Sri Chaitanya. The existing narrow-gauge line
between Nabadwip to Santipur should be converted into a broad-gauge line. This gauge conversion work finds a mention in the
Railway Budget. After some modifications, it should be implemented and more funds should be allocated for the same.

Coming to Chartala line, the Railway Minister visited this place five to six months back. No funds have been allocated for this line.
The Railway Minister should keep his promise.

Between Bakura and Dhanbad, the Railways should introduce a MEMU train, which is a pressing demand.

Another new train should be introduced between Kalyani and Haringhat. It is a very important demand and I would like to press
for the same.

A halt at Cooper's Camp was a very important demand. The work to be undertaken by the Railways is very minimal and I think
the Railway Minister will consider this.

In conclusion, I wish to say that I have placed all the demands and I think the Railway Minister will consider them favourably.
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*DR. KARAN SINGH YADAV (ALWAR): Hon'ble Speaker, Sir, I rise in support of Appropriation (Railway) Bill and would like to
start my speech by congratulating Hon'ble Rail Minister who has created a History by making a turn around in Railway.

It has sheet intelligence and common sense that Indian Railway is approaching to become a number one rail network in
the world.

Without increasing passenger fair in last four years, he has rather decreased focus in all classes of travellers be it ACII,
ACIII, II Sleeper classes.

I express my gratitude for making provision in budget for doubling of travel between my Constituency Alwar and Rewari.
The doubling needs to be done at a fast pace. Alwar needs lot more trains for Delhi. I request for extending the RD trains up to
Alwar from Rewari,

Bhiwari is fast growing as industrial town in Rajasthan and which falls in my constituency Alwar. I thank Hon'ble Minister
to approve survey for new line between Rewari and Bhiwari. I request Hon'ble Minster to expedite this survey.

It has been a long demand of poor people from Jaipur and Alwar to start a pair of passenger train from Jaipur via Alwar
up to Delhi in day time so that passengers from smaller station can travel to & fro to Delhi-Jaipur.



Certain stoppages are in public interest.
1. Stoppage of Alwar Express at Rajgarh
2 Stoppage of Barely Bhuj Express at Rajgarh
3. Stoppage of Ahmedabad-Rajdhani at Alwar
4. Stoppage of Jaisimer-intercity at Ajerka Station

Computerization Reservation at Rajgarh & Khairtal Stations are need of the

* Speech was laid on the Table.

day. Renovation and modernization of Rajgarh & Khairtal railway station road under bridge at Khairtal has been a persistent
demand of people of Khartal.

With the word, I support the appropriation Bill.
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DR. M. JAGANNATH (NAGAR KURNOOL): Thank you Chairman, Sir, for giving me this opportunity to participate in the
discussion on Supplementary Demands for Grants for Railways.

Railways is the major and the cheapest source of transport for the average citizens of India. Under the given circumstances of
high price rise in fuel the common man always looks at the railway as the mode of transport. In fact, the railway carries around
60-70 per cent of the passengers who travel daily through all the means of transport. It is worth appreciating that the Railway
Minister has not increased the first-class fares and has also not touched the lower class fares. But, Sir, very meagre, almost



negligible, Budget allocations are made towards the maintenance and passenger amenities.

With due apologies to hon. Railway Minister, Shri Lalu Prasad, as far as budgetary allocation is concerned, the States from where
the Railway Ministers are not representing are the sufferers. The bulk of the cake goes to the Minister's State. It is very unfair. I
would request the hon. Railway Minister, he is the Union Minister, to keep in mind the overall development of India as a whole
and not one State or the other where lies his personal interest. The Minister can take up one or two projects in his State but that
should not be at the cost of the development of the whole country.

I happen to travel in a prestigious train, A/C Chair car from Secunderabad to Guntur. As I got into the train it was very much
stingy and unhygienic. When I had the breakfast in the train I felt like vomitting. It was so nauseating. I wrote a letter to the
concerned DRM. He simply sent me a regret letter. I again happened to travel in the same train after one or two months but the
situation had not improved at all. It rather deteriorated.

It is good that the Minister has introduced Tatkal Ticket scheme. If a passenger wants to travel on Tatkal ticket whether he travels
the entire distance or not he has to pay the full charge from the station of the train's origin to its termination station. Even if the
train is covering 400 kms and I travel only 100 kms I have to pay for the entire 400 kms. In what way it is justified? Is not the
common man being penalized for the distance for which he has not traveled? My request to the hon. Minister is to modify it and
see that the passenger is charged for the distance for which he travels in a particular train.

Coming to my own State Andhra Pradesh and South-Central Railway in particular, a great injustice has been done to my State.
Though everybody is appreciating the initiatives taken by the Railway Minister, I too appreciate it, yet Andhra Pradesh is always
given a step-motherly treatment.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE (SHRI M.M. PALLAM RAJU): I agree with it.

DR. M. JAGANNATH : Thank you, Sir. Being in the Opposition we can take up these issues. Whether it is in the construction of
new lines, doubling or gauge conversion year by year the budgetary allocation to South-Central Railway, in particular to Andhra
Pradesh, is declining. If such is the attitude, the projects with the conceived cost of around Rs.500-700 crore might not get
completed in another hundred years. That is why, my request to the hon. Minister, who is so generous in giving new trains and

other facilities, is to see to it that the allocation made to the State of Andhra Pradesh is doubled.[R34]

Sir, coming to RUB[MSOffice35]s and ROBs, the Chief Minister of our State has written at least 30 to 40 letters to the hon.
Minister for Railways regarding the various projects pending in Andhra Pradesh. We, Members of Parliament, in our own capacity
also , have represented about them. Great injustice has been done in the sanctioning of the RUBs and ROBs. You should take into
account the letters written by our Government and also the Members of Parliament.

In my constituency, a RUB at LC No. 47 of Jedcherla Railway Station of Secunderabad- Dronachalam section is required.
Actually that gate lies in the middle of Jedcherla town. When I contacted the railway authorities, they say that they are not getting
the required funds.. A passenger who had a heart attack could not be saved. The hospital is situated just beside the railway track
and since he could not cross that gate, he died there. There was uproar in Jedcherla town saying that the MP is not taking any
interest in the matter. Under humanitarian grounds, such projects should be sanctioned. The system is meant for the provision of
facilities to the people and not going just by hard core rules in the books.

My request is for a ROB at Gadwal railway station level crossing. ROBs at Yenugonda level crossing gate between Mahabubnagar
and Jedcherla. railway station and Devarkadra railway level crossing gate are required. My long pending request is for the
provision of manning of double crossing at Kuttur railway station between Thimmapur and Shadnagar railway stations. It is
situated very much in the centre of the village. Many accidents had taken place in which many people died. My request to the
hon. Minister is not to go strictly by the rules of the book. Rules can be changed. How many times have we amended the
Constitution?

Coming to construction of new lines, Gadwal-Raichoor-Macherla was sanctioned in 1997 with an estimated cost of Rs. 108 crore.
I think it has now escalated to around Rs. 200 crore. After ten years, you may find that only Rs. 30 crores have been spent on it.
Likewise, Muniarabad-Mahabubnagar, Macherla-Nalgonda, Peddapalli-Nizamabad, Dharmovaram-Pakala need more budgetary
allocations.

Coming to doubling, Secunderabad-Guntakal onwards to Bangalore, Chennai and Goa is a very important route for south bound
trains. Since it is a single line, it is getting congested and hence, it requires doubling. I request the hon. Minister to take up
doubling of Secunderabad-Dronachalam section.



Coming to surveys, recently, an updated survey has been ordered for Gadwal-Macherla. I request the hon. Minister to expedite
and sanction funds for it. Likewise, one more survey had been ordered in 2005 between Jadcharla and Nandyal. This has to be
expedited and completed.

Finally, I would say that Garib Rath is a very good concept. I should congratulate the hon. Minister for it. A Garib Rath was
planned to pass through my constituency, Secunderabad, Mahabubnagar , Gadwal, Kurnool onwards to Bangalore. I request the
hon. Minister to sanction one more Garib Rath to pass through Secunderabad, Mahabubnagar, Gadwal, Kurnool onwards to
Bangalore.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude now.
DR. M. JAGANNATH : Sir, due to paucity of time, I am laying the remaining part of my speech on the table of the House.

*Hon'ble Speaker Sir, Thank you very much for giving the opportunity to participate in the Debate on Supplementary
Demands for Grants for Railways.

Railway is the major source and cheapest mode of transport for the average citizen of India. Under the given circumstances of
price rise and high rise in fuel charges. The common man looks towards railways for transportation.

In fact the Railways carry around 60 to 70 percent of the passengers every day.
It is appreciable that the Railway Minister had reduced the fares on higher classes and not touched the lower class passengers.

But when the Budgetary allocations are concerned, the States from which the Railway Ministers are representing, the bulk of the
cake had been taken away ignoring the other stations. This is very unfair.

Though the Minister claims that there is no increase in fare, the Railways are failing miserably in providing good passenger
amenities.

*3E|a€|.* This part of the Speech was laid on the Table.

Number of old bridges are still existing in the various parts of the country which need reconstruction for safety. But this is not
attended to and Budgetary allocations are not enough.

In some of the prestigious trains and AC chair cars, the maintenance is very poor and highly unhygienic.
The way the Tatkal Passengers are charged, it is nothing but looting the common man.

In Tatkal instead of the passenger is collected fares for his actual distance he, travels, the fares are collected from the origin of
the trains to the destination of termination whether the passenger travels the entire distance of half of the distance. It is unfair
and the actual fairs of the distance travel to be collected from the Passenger.

Great injustice has been done to the State of Andhra Pradesh which comes under the South Central Railway, partly Southern and
Central Railways zones.

The Budget allocation whether it is for the news linkes, doubling and gauage conversion, the budgetary allocations declining year
by year when compared to previous years allocation.

In the present Railway Budget around Rs.450 crores have been allocated for important project like new lines. Guage
conversion and Dopuibling etc. At this pace of allocation. I think the project might not get completed even after other 50 years.

In the sanctioning of RUBs and ROBs to the South central Railway, many of the requests of the State Government and of
our personal request, have been not considered and sanctioned.. Coming to my own constituency, the RUBs and ROBs at the
following places been long pending for consideration:

1. RUB at LC No. 47 of Jchelarcha Railway Station of Secunderabad - Dronachallam secikon

2. ROB at Gad Railway Station level crossing



3. ROB at Yenugonda Level Crossing Gate between Mahaboob Nagar and Jadcherla.
4, ROB at Deverkadu Railway level crossing Gate.

My long pending request of provision of manning of double crossing at Kutnoor village between Tmmapore and Shadnagar
Railway Stations is not been considered yet. I request the Hon'ble Minister to sanction the manning of above said Railway Gate.

BUDGET ALLOCATION FOR ONGOING PROJECT IN ANDHRA APRADESH

Construction of New lines; Gadlwal &€" Raichoor a€” Macharla. Parts of this main line between Gadwal and Raichur have been
sanctioned in 1997-98 with estimated cost of 108.9 crors. Though 10 years have been passed the expenditure incurred seems
around 30 crores and still 70 crores have been required to complete this project. This years allocation is also very megre around
five crores. I request the Hon'ble Railway Minister to increase the Budgetary Allocation for the current financial year 2008-09.

2. Muniarabad - Mahaboob Nagar Line: The estimated for
completion is 497.47 crores. But this year also the allocation is
very megre around 400 crores are still required to complete this
project. I request the Railway Minister to double the present year
allocation.

3. Marcharla - Nalgonda, Padapalli - Nazamabad,
Jdharmovaram - Pakala lines also need more allocations.

DOUBLING

Secenbderabad - Guntakal and onwards to Baangalore, Chennai and Goa have become very important Route for South Bound
trains. As the number of trains have increasing in this route, the route is becoming congested and long delays is taking place in
passage of trains. Doubling of Secunderabad-Guntaskal is very important and I request the Hon'ble Railway Minister to take up
the doubling of Secunderabad - Dronachallam section immediately,

SERVEYS

Updated survey for Gadwal - Macharlasl new lines have been ordered recently. I request the Hon 'ble Railway Minister to speed
up the survey and consider for sanction of construction of new Railway line between Gadftwal and Macharla.

A survey has been ordered during the Railway Budget of 2005-06 between Jadcharla and Nandyal of SCR. I request the Hon'ble
Railway Minister to expedite the survey of this line and sanction the new line between Jadcharla and Nandyal.

NEW TRAINS

In Andhra Pradesh, Talanganma and Raayalseema areas are relatively very backward areas. To travel between Bangalore
and Secunderabad, passengers have to spend lot of money on other means of transport than Railways. Earlier one Garib Rath
trains was planned to pass through Secunderbad, Mahaboob Nagar Gadhwal, Karnool and Guntkal onwards to Bangalore. But for
the reasons not known this trains passing through Secunderabad, Yokarabad, Wadi onwards to Bangalore. I request the Hon'ble
Railway Minister to sanction this Garib Rath train to pass through Secunderabd, Mahaboob Nagar, Gadhwal, Karnool onwards
Bangalore.

With request through you, Sir, the Railway Minister to allocate more
funds for the Projects of Andhra Pradesh of South Central Railway Zone
which is giving very high revenue to the Railways than other
Railway zones. I conclude my Speech.*



SHRI A. KRISHNASWAMY (SRIPERAMBUDURY): Sir, after Shri Lalu Prasad has become the Railway Minister, Railways is making a
huge profit and railway development is under good progress. In this scenario, I want to register a few points.

On behalf of DMK Party, I would like to support the Demands for Grants for Railways. Today, in India, we see that the coaches
are not modernised. I am residing nearby the Integral Coach Factory, Perambur. I often used to visit that Factory. When I go and
see that Factory, I used to see very modernised coaches being manufactured i[MSOffice36]n the ICF, Perambur. The ICF is one of
the best coach manufacturing units in the Asian Continent. Those coaches that we find inside the factory are not found on our
railway track., We came to know that those modern and well-built coaches are exported and are not meant for the Indian
Railways. Indian economy is booming and our GDP growth has crossed eight per cent. We are a developing country. So, why
should we not use those modern coaches for the Indian Railways? Therefore, I would request the hon. Minister to make use of
those modern, well-built and good facility coaches in the Indian Railways. Today, the coaches are very less in number. Whenever
I approach the GM, Southern Railway to have more trains in suburban areas, there was a complaint that they do not have so
much of coaches. Therefore, I would request the hon. Minister to send more coaches to the Southern Railway so that we can
utilise those coaches and ply more trains in the suburban areas.

Further, in the ICF many vacancies are there. In the past, the practice was that the apprentice training students were appointed as
Class IV employees. But now it has been stopped. Most of the employees are from Bihar. Most of the people employed in the ICF,
Perambur are from Bihar I would request the hon. Minister to give opportunities for the sons of soil. It is for Class IV
employment. There is a complaint that local people are not being appointed there. That should be taken care of by our hon.
Minister.

In the last Budget, our hon. Minister announced Sriperumbadur rail connectivity. It is a one of the fast growing industrial towns.
It is the place where Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated and there is a Rajiv Gandhi Memorial Centre. Kindly allot more funds to start
the project very quickly and have rail connectivity to Sriperumbudur. The survey was already completed in the year 1993.
Tiruvallur-Arakkonam fourth line has been announced. The work progress of the third line is very slow. Arakkonam is hon.
Minister, Shri Velu's constituency. Shri Velu should take more interest to complete the work faster The announcement of Puttur-
Athipattu, which is connecting the Ennore Port should not remain just an announcement. For that also more funds should be
allotted and the work should be started very soon.

My experience with the Railway Ministry is that the trains are running fast but the officers are slow and the works are progressing
very slow. The hon. Minister should take note of it. The officers and the contractors are not working fast. Whenever we approach
the officers, they are blaming the contractors. They are not very keen to implement the project. To complete a work of a bridge,
it takes five to ten years. For example, LC 10 in Chennai — Arakkonam Section and LC -12 in Chennai — Arakkonam Section,
Thirunindravur — Pattabiram, which is my home town, we started the ROB in 2003, but till today it has not been completed. The
State Government has completed its portion of work. But the Railways' portion, which is very small, has not even started their
work in LC 10. That is why I am telling that the trains are fast in Railways but the officers and contractors are very slow. Try to
make them work fast. It is the case not just in LC 10 and LC 12 but also in LC 34. In Chennai-Gummudipundi section, which
leads to Elavur and Gudur, in Sulurpet Section, LC-34 has more traffic. There is an unmanned gate. Two years back I took one
DRM, Shri Jayaraman to inspect the place. There is a lot of traffic. But there is an unmanned gate. Even after two years, even
today, they have not made it a manned gate. Even when the Minister was attending a function in Gummudipundi, several Railway
Passenger Associations complained to you.[MSOffice37

Therefore, I would request the hon. Minister to make it a manned level crossing in LC-34.

Sir, the basic amenities are very poor in Chennai and its suburban areas. So, I would request the hon. Minister to take keen
interest to fulfil the basic amenities of rail commuters.

Sir, there is a long pending demand of extension of foot over-bridge at Gummidipoondi and foot over- bridge at Minjore. I think
the hon. Minister knows very well about the railway halt at Nemlicherry. It is a very long pending demand of the people of my
constituency. We demanded it for the last ten years. The hon. Minister of State of Railways, Thiru R. Velu, has sanctioned it.
However, he asked for the public contribution. With a lot of difficulties we could collect and pay Rs. 25 lakh as public contribution
to construct a platform. But till today, not even an inch has moved to have a railway halt at Nemlicherry. It is a very bad situation
and the hon. Minister knows it very well about the railway halt at Nemlicherry. There are a lot of colleges and a lot of
Government employees are staying there. The request for a halt at Nemlicherry is pending for the last three or four years. So, I
would request the hon. Minister to take fast action for a halt there. That is why I am telling it repeatedly that the rails are fast but
the railway officers and the railway contractors are very very slow. I am telling it repeatedly as I am very much agitated about it.
You are doing a lot of good work. ...(Interruptions) Gravel is available and even I myself have arranged for some gravel. The
contractors lift it away and the railway officers are not taking any interest. Whenever I approach them, they are shifting the
burden on the contractors and other people. So, I would request the hon. Minister to make it fast to implement the construction



of halt station at Nemlicherry. I am also requesting about a halt at Pulikulam near Gummidipoondi section where the hon.
Minister inspected it.

My last point, before I conclude my speech, is about the important demand about the suburban railway station at Chennai
Central. We are having only four tracks. Two platforms are in the main capital of the city. All the daily trains that come from
Arakkonam and Gummipundi sections, these trains are not able to come inside the platform. Therefore, we have to make it wide
and put more railway tracks for halt of trains in this station in the capital city of Chennai.

Sir, with these few words, I conclude my speech. Thank you.

SHRI BIKRAM KESHARI DEQ (KALAHANDI): Sir, as the House knows, the country knows and the world knows, railways are the
engine of growth for any economy and that engine of growth is growing everyday with globalisation. So, it is high time that
certain parts of India which were neglected, for example, the Eastern sector, the hinterland of Gopalpur, Visakhapatnam, Paradip,

and the Kakinada ports should have a proper rail connectivity which the hon. Minister in his first appropriation granted it.

Sir, at the very outset, I would like to thank the hon. Minister of Railways because he had shown some concern for the State of
Orissa. In my constituency he has sanctioned a new line — Junagarh to Ambagura and then from Kantabanji to Jeypore via
Navrangpur which will connect the KK line. So this will open up a vast resource belt of bauxite ore, iron ore from Bailadila and it
will be connected directly to Visakhapatnam. So, I thank the hon. Minister for that. I also thank him for the doubling of the
Titlagarh to Raipur railway line which will have a direct port connectivity of six steel plants with the Visakhapatnam Port.

We want the doubling of the Titlagarh to Sambalpur line so that it can connect another four steel plants with the
Visakhapatnam Port. This will become a very big money earner for the railways. But, at the same time, about these new railway
lines which have been earmarked from Junagarh to Ambagura and from Kantabanji to Jeypore via Navrangpur, I hope the hon.
Minister of Railways and the Railway Board will sanction enough money for its survey so that the survey could be done early and
the work could be started gradually in due course.

Sir, I would not like to speak much about the Railways. There is only one request which I have been making to the hon. Minster
since last four years and he has always assured me that he would do it. It is a very small request about 2807/2808 Samata
Express.[a38]

Is he allergic to the word "Samata?" I do not know. But the "Samata Express" starts from Visakhapatnam and it goes up to
Nizamuddin. It runs thrice a week. So, I would request the hon. Minister to make it a daily train. I hope the hon. Minister will
yield to this request during his reply. I repeat that Train No.2807-2808 should be made a daily train service from Visakhapatnam
to Nizamuddin because a lot of commuters from the KBK areas are coming to the metros to earn their livelihood. This is the only
train which connects many constituencies. It connects the Raipur Lok Sabha constituency; then, it covers Mahasamund Lok Sabha
Constituency of Shri Ajit Jogi. It further covers Bolangir, the constituency of Shrimati Sangeeta Kumari Singh Deo; Kalahandi
which is my constituency. It further goes to Shri Giridhar Gamang, the ex-Chief Minister of Orissa's constituency. From there, it
goes to Shri Kishore Chandra Deo's constituency, Parvatipuram. From there, it goes to Shri Yerrannaidu's constituency. So, many
Parliamentary seats are covered by this train. Hence, air-conditioned first-class facility also should be provided in this train. An
additional three-tier bogey should be provided. This is all connected to Visakhapatnam. Then, Shrimati Jhansi Lakshmi's
constituency also comes under this. So, we have all been demanding that this train should be made a daily train. Therefore, I
would request the hon. Minister to at least make this train a daily service.

With these words, I conclude.

SHRI B. MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I thank you very much for giving me this opportunity to speak on this subject.

I rise before this House to deliberate on the Demands for Grants (Railways) for 2008-09. It is a Herculean task, no doubt, to run
a railway system which has 63,327 route km. of tracks on which more than 18,371 trains ply carrying more than 17 million
passengers and hauling nearly 2 million tonnes of freight everyday.

We are at the second stage of the Budget passing exercise. In this connection, I would like to draw the attention of this House
towards certain issues. Many Members are praising the functioning of the hon. Minister and his associates. But is it not true that
the surplus after dividend is likely to go down by nearly 13 per cent and the working expenditure is expected to go up by 17 per
cent? I would like to get a categorical answer to this. As a result, the operating ratio of the Railways is likely to go up to 81.4 per



cent during the year 2008-09 from 76.3 per cent for 2007-08.

I was given to understand that to check the contractual failures due to rising prices of steel, the Railways have decided to
procure steel on their own and give it to the contractors to avoid delay and escalation in completion of the projects. Cement is
another important component in the construction area. Why do you not work out the feasibility of procuring cement also?

For the speedy execution of the railway projects, I would suggest that there is a need to empower the field units, the CAOs
and also the General Managers, to take financial and administrative decisions at their level to avoid delay so that precious time
can be saved. At the same time, proper monitoring and accountability at all levels should also be fixed.

The Railways' outlay in the Eleventh Five Year Plan comes to around Rs.2,55,000 and odd crore. This has to be expended
between 2007 and 2012.[R39]

This is in respect of new lines, doubling, electrification, gauge conversion and the like. A detailed break-up of Plan head-wise is
yet to be finalised. Already, one year of the Plan period is complete. But, we do not have any idea as to how you are going to
expend, how the expenditure is going to be done. Specifically in the Plan head section, detailed break-up is not there and this

reflects poorly on the functioning of the Railways. This is the case after completion of the first year of the 11% Five Year Plan.
What is stopping you, I fail to understand. Let us understand when the Minister gives the reply. A number of other hon. Members
have also mentioned about unmanned level-crossings. When Mr. Nitish Kumar was the Minister, he created a Railway Safety
Fund. A lot of money is there which can be spent to have manned level-crossings. Recently, in my constituency near Naraj there
is a bend on the Railway line in Baranga-Raj-Athagarh line. A serious accident took place there because of an unmanned level
crossing. I think that has come to the notice of the Minister. It must have come to their notice. I had also written to the Minister
regarding this. I would like to suggest that when such accidents take place and valuable human lives are lost, immediately those
places should be taken up on a priority basis where we can have manned level-crossings and where State Government is not
coming forward with the requisite support of having a manned level crossing. I think the Railways have adequate financial
capability today to have manned level-crossings in those accident prone areas. Second, I would like to draw the attention of the
House that we have a number of Zonal Advisory Committees. I do not know since when, but the Railway Minister is empowered
to nominate 7 members to these Zonal Advisory Committees. I am shocked to know that the Railway Minister has recommended
not 7, not 8 not 10, but more than 14 members in his capacity. These people are not from that zone, but they are from another
zone which is more than 300 or 500 kilometres fartheraway from that zone. How would they understand the problem of that
zone, I fail to understand. Once, this was raised in a Zonal Committee. More than a year has passed, and not a single Zonal
Committee meeting has been called. When during the meeting, people objected to this type of nomination, within a week's time a
letter went from the Railway Ministry saying that the nomination is being withdrawn. Subsequently, I do not know on whose
pressure, the same list is there and not a single meeting is being called. I would like to say, let the Ministry also review it whether
these Zonal Advisory Committees are meeting as per the law and whether they have been functioning as per the rules which have
been framed. This is one aspect. Third point is about the investment that is being made. I will conclude by saying this. Recently,
Garib Rath started. This has been an eye opener for me. I do not know whether the Minister himself knows about it or not. If
Garib Rath is meant for long distance passengers only, then I have nothing to complain. Rate of the tickets of Garib Rath is much
more than the rate of the tickets of the Express trains. I will give you an instance. You can find out for yourself. Recently, the
Minister of State, Mr. Velu, had gone to flag off a Garib Rath which was announced last year, very recently in the month of March,
from Bhubaneswar[MSOffice40] to Ranchi.

That Garib Rath halts at different Express halt stations. A person who travels from Bhubaneswar to Angul or Talcher or even to
Cuttack pays much more because the rate is fixed at Rs. 180 per 100 kms. If he gets down within 100 kms., the ticket rate is the
same. So, how does it help the poor? How does it help the short distance passengers? Otherwise, you should say that the Garib
Rath is only for long distance passengers.

I would like to get answer to these points, if it is possible, from the Minister. With these words I conclude.
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MADAM CHAIRMAN : Thank you very much, Shri Madhusudan Mistry. You have given a very good compliment to the Railway
Department.

DR. K.S. MANOJ (ALLEPPEY): Madam, I rise to support the Demands for Grants of the Railways for the year 2008-09. At the
outset, I must congratulate hon. Railway Minister, Shri Lalu Prasad, for making Indian Railways a profitable organization and also
for disbursing dividend.

After Shri Lalu Prasad became the Railway Minister, the security aspect of the railway has also been taken care of and the number
of accidents taking place has reduced. Hon. Minister has given special attention to maintain the security of the railway lines also.
In this regard, I would like to point out that still there are a lot of unmanned level-crossings. Even though at majority of the
level-crossings, the gates are inter-locked, still accidents are taking place. There are a good number of level-crossings which are
unmanned. In the Railway Budget, hon. Minister, Shri Lalu Prasad, has announced that the licensed porters, who are working in
the railway stations, would be appointed as gangmen and gate-keepers. So, there is a chance that a good number of unmanned
level-crossings will get manned.

In my place, that is, from Ernakulam to Kayamkulam, the density of population is very high and there are a good number of
level-crossings also. So, I would like to urge upon the hon. Minister in this regard. Somehow, in the Railway Budget, only six or
eight unmanned level-crossings are proposed to be manned.[SS47] Therefore, I would like to urge upon the Government that
the number of unmanned level-crossings should be decreased, and more number of level-crossings should be manned.

There is a long pending demand that the doubling of the section from Ernakulam to Kayamkulam both via Kottayam and
Alleppey should be given priority, and it should be completed as early as possible. In the last Budget, it was there from
Kayamkulam to Ambalapuzha, but there is no provision in the Budget for doubling of the section from Ambalapuzha to
Ernakulam. If this section is doubled, then the entire section will be completed. As of now, the usage is more than 140 per cent.
Hence, the doubling work should be completed by giving it top priority.

In the last Budget, there was a declaration that one workshop for Mainline Electric Multiple Unit (MEMU) would be instituted at
Kollam, but it has not been instituted till now. Therefore, some importance should be given to it because a number of daily
commuters in Kerala very much depend on the Railways. If this workshop for MEMU is established at Kollam, then it will be
helpful for the daily commuters. There is no MEMU in Kerala as of now. Hence, this workshop should be established immediately,
and MEMU trains should be started in Kerala.

In the last Budget, there was also a proposal for formation of a joint venture company with Steel Industry Kerala Limited, that is,
Autocast limited, which is in my Constituency. We are hearing that it is going on, but Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has
not been signed between the Government of Kerala and Autocast Limited till now. Therefore, I urge upon the Government that
this declaration, which was made in the Budget, should be expedited and started immediately.

The number of inter-city trains is very less. Further, the number of bogies is also between 14 and 16. There are a lot of incidents
of accidents happening as a result of heavy rush in these inter-city trains. Many of the Government employees as well as private
employees depend on it as the bus fare is twice or thrice more than that of the fare in the Railways. I would like to request that
the number of bogies in these trains should be enhanced to full strength. This would also increase the earnings of the Railways as
well as benefit the daily commuters.

Lastly, I had raised this point during the Budget discussion also. We have shifted our Medical College from Alleppey Town to a
rural area. Further, there is a Nursing College coming up, and Virology Institute is also there. Therefore, there is a request from a



part of the local people as well as from the Government to establish a new block station. As of now, there is a station that is
about three kilometres away from the Medical College. I would request the hon. Minister to start a new block station near the
Medical College, which will be beneficial for the patients as well as the students who are studying there.

MADAM CHAIRMAN : Dr. Manoj, thank you very much. Please conclude your speech. There are a number of speakers after you
who wish to speak on this issue.

DR. K.S. MANQJ] : Madam, I have tried to deliberate on most of the points during the discussion on the Railway Budget. I would
request the hon. Minister to take all these points into consideration, and I support the Demands for Grants (Railways).
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*SHRI S. MALLIKARJUNIAH (TUMKUR): I would like to bring the attention of this house to the bets that I have been pursuing
the following matters relating to he Railways in my Parliamentary Constituency for the last about years.

1 Construction of Overbridge at Tumkur and Upperahalli

2. Construction of Railway station at Rampur between the Nittoor-Sampege Railway Line as there is fairly long distance.
3. Electrification of Bangalore-Tumkur section of Railways.

4, Doubling of Railway Lines between Bangalore and Tumkur

5. Upgradation of Railway stations at Kayasandhra, Tumkur,Banasandhra,Nittur, Tipturand Honnawalli etc.

The above works are very important and urgently required to be undertaken as there are lot of inconvenience facing by the
people at large. More trains are required to be introduced between Tumkur and Bangalore particularly in the morning between 7
to 8.30 and in the evening between 5 to 7.30 as there are large number of commuters are using the Railway to reach their office,
schools and colleges. I am sorry to inform this house despite my repeated requests no concrete steps have been taken by the



Railway authorities despite the assurance given by the Hon'ble Minister from time to time.

Hence I urge upon the Railway Minister to look into the above long standing demands and instruct the concerned to
implement the work without any further delay. It will be a
great relief to the sufferings of the people of my
Parliamentary Constituency.

* Speech was laid on the Table.

PROFE M. RAMADASS (PONDICHERRY): Respected Madam, I rise to support the Demands for Grants of Railways (2008-09). We
support the Demands for Grants of Railways because the hon. Union Railway Minister has come before this House for various
requirements of modernization, upgradation, development, expansion of railways. Today, the Indian Railways is the second
largest unit in the world. We need to give a further push or a momentum to the growth of the Indian Railways. Therefore, all the
demands required by the Union Railway Ministry have to be adopted.

Madam, may I take this opportunity to compliment the hon. Railway Minister Shri Lalu Prasad Yadav and his associates for doing
an excellent job in accelerating the development of railways in this country. Not only they have developed a modernized railways,
but they have proved to the world that the Railways can be one of the best earning public sector organizations in this

country.[r49]

They have proved to the country that the public sector can do much better than any of the private sector in the country. With a
surplus of Rs.37,500 crore this year, the Railways are moving towards the target of Rs.1,00,000 crore profit in the future.
Whatever we have enshrined in the Common Minimum Programme with regard to the development of Railways has been
completed in the last four years. Therefore, Railways have added one more feather to the cap of the United Progress Alliance
Government headed by Madam Sonia Gandhiji as well as Dr. Manmohan Singhji. Therefore, the performance of Railways will add
one more golden chapter to the history of UPA Government. Therefore, the Grants that are required by Railways now must be
voted by the House.

The Railways today have contributed to the economic development of India. If India today is able to achieve about eight to nine
per cent of growth in the economic sphere as well as in industrial development, it is because of the easy carriage of freight from
one place to another at reasonable rates. Therefore, the Railways have now become real nerves of economic development of
India and we must compliment them. They have adopted a passenger-friendly as well as labour-friendly approach in the Budget
and we should congratulate the hon. Minister for that. The gross traffic receipts have enhanced from Rs.10,000 crore to
Rs.81,901 crore over a period of 20 years. This is a magic achievement by the Indian Railways.

While conceding all these achievements, I would like to bring to the notice of the hon. Minister that the operating ratio has just
started declining. From about 90, it is now coming down to 81.4. This must be a cause for concern. Profitability should not be
eroded by a falling operating ratio.

We should fill up all the vacancies in the Indian Railways. We should be able to absorb all the contract workers that we now have.
It is a good measure that we are going to provide employment to Porters as Gangmen. It is a measure of great human kindness
that this UPA Government has done to the force labour and other people who are working in the Railways. Likewise, we must
take more labour measures so that the labour force of this country would be able to appreciate the needs of the Indian Railways.
Safety and security must be our prime goals. The outlay on these aspects must also be enhanced.

While appreciating the Minister for all these things, I would also bring to his notice some of the problems of the Union Territory
of Puducherry, which is not very well connected by the Railways. As you know, it is at the far end of this country. For the last fifty
to fifty-five years it has not been connected by any of the major Railways. Thanks to the initiative the Railway Minister has taken
this year, we are getting a proposal from Chennai to Cuddalore wa Puducherry and a Garibi Rath from Puducherry to Bangaluru.
I would urge upon the Minister to expedite these projects so that the people would be able to get these projects quickly.

Karaikal, which is one of the regions of the Union Territory of Puducherry, is not at all connected by Railways as of today. This
area which is now getting more and more of accelerated development should be connected with other parts of the country



especially Salem. Salem and Karaikal must be connected by a broad-gauge line. Karaikal has all the potential of growth and a
connection to Bangaluru via Salem would provide more momentum to the growth of Karaikal. A broad-gauge line is already there
from Salem to Attur. It must be connected from Attur to Karaikal. This project must be given importance.

I would like to explain the geographical characteristic of Puducherry. No constituency in the country will have this kind of a
characteristic. Puducherry is the capital city. About 890 kilometres away from there, there is one region called Yanam which is in
Andhra Pradesh. About a thousand kilometres away from Puducherry there is Mahe which is in Kerala. About 160 kilometres
away from Puducherry is Karaikal which is in Tamil Nadu. So, my constituency is spread over three major States and it is ill-
connected by railway network. That is why I emphasise that Yanam, Karaikal and Mahe must be connected to Puducherry. A
separate plan may be envisaged to achieve this.[KMR50] I would urge that at least 0.1 per cent of the total grants allotted to
Railways may be granted to Puducherry because Puducherry enjoys 0.2 per cent of the total area and 0.1 per cent of the total
population of this country. So, at least 0.1 per cent of the total grants may be allotted to take care of the development of railways
in Puducherry.
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*SHRI KIREN RIJIJU (ARUNACHAL WEST): Sir, I would like to remind the Railway Minister that benefits of the huge revenue
collection of Indian Railways are not reaching the State of Arunachal Pradesh. The Railway line to State capital Itanagar is taking
too long time and I have reminded the Minister again and again to expedite it.

The train reservation facility for the people living and working in Arunachal Pradesh must be increased with modern facilities. The
Train berth quota at present is not adequate and a substantial raising the nos. of seats very urgently required.

The Bogheebeel bridge is facing some acute problems. All the boulders required for it are brought from Arunachal Pradesh.
There must be fund provision for the conservation of environment and forests in foothill areas.

The safety in trains must be given top priority. Many times people from North-East face problems and the security provision is
not enough. All the trains running to and from North-East should be given priority for security.

The cleanliness and sanitation inside the trains and the platforms needs urgent attention.

All the trains of North-East should be consisting of new bogies and speed needs to be increased substantially.




* Speech was laid on the Table.
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MADAM CHAIRMAN : After the Demands for Grants of Railways are passed, we will take up Private Members' Business.
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oft some &) vw gt Sot & 3l gt st <ot &) I would request the hon. Minister to consider this because most of the freedom
fighters are above 75 or 80 years of age and they very rarely travel. Their number is also coming down.

MADAM CHAIRMAN : This is not a darification. This is a suggestion. You can give your suggestions to the hon. Minister in
writing.

SHRI B. MAHTAB : I would like to know whether the hon. Minister would consider it.
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MADAM CHAIRMAN: Six cut motions have been moved by Lt. Gen.(Retd.) T.P.S. Rawat, PVSM, VSM to the Demands for Grants



(Railways) for 2008-09. Shall I put all the cut motions to the vote of the House together or does the hon. Member wants any
particular cut motion to be put separately?

Lt. Gen. (Retd.) T.P.S. Rawat — Not present.

I shall now put all the cut motions to the vote of the House.

All the cut motions were put and negatived.

MADAM CHAIRMAN: I shall now put the Demands for Grants (Railways) for 2008-09 to the vote of the House.
The question is:
"That the respective sums not exceeding the amounts shown in the fourth column of the Order Paper be granted to

the President of India out of the Consolidated Fund of India, to complete the sums necessary to defray the charges

that will come in the course of payment during the year ending the 315t day of March, 2009, in respect of the heads
of Demands entered in the second column thereof against Demand Nos. 1 to 16."

The motion was adopte[r58]d.

16.10 hrs.



