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Title : Reported move to conduct a survey on the basis of religion in Defence Forces.

SHRI L.K. ADVANI I am grateful to you for permitting me to raise this particular matter. I am
referring to the reported communal headcount ordered in respect of the Armed Forces. I am not
referring to the other issues to which also I have exception like the appointment of the Justice
Sachar Committee itself.

Basically, I believe that poverty, backwardness, etc. are non-sectarian issues and they
should not be brought in a sectarian manner. That apart, so far as the communal headcount in
the Armed Forces is concerned, I am really surprised how this Government can even conceive
of it.

After all, you can see the universal sense of outrage that has been evoked in the whole
country, right from the Chiefs of the various Staff — Chief of Army Staff, Chief of Naval Staff,
Air Marshall Shri Tyagi, everyone of them — right down to the commonest of the common man

and right down to the entire Media in the country. What is the reaction?

Never in independent India has any Government ever thought of it. This UPA
Government is the first Government — I do not know whether the allies are in agreement with it

— to do it. But basically it is something that should not be viewed as a prestige issue[R2].

[ would appeal to the Defence Minister, the Leader of the House, present here to view it
objectively. What is sought to be achieved by this? I see that it is trying to create a database.
Why this data base after 58 years? I have seen today, while the Government claims that it has
got record but it will not give it to the Sachar Committee, it has got the numbers and the counts
but both the Air and Naval Chiefs have denied publicly today that they have not given it. The
reaction of Gen. J.J. Singh was very vehement on the very day when the Report had appeared.
He said very strongly, " The Army first declines saying this sends wrong signals to the troops



who work together". Gen. J.J. Singh said, " It is not the Army's philosophy to maintain such
information as per religion. We do not bother where they come from, what their language is or
what their religion is". This is the natural and spontaneous reaction. He did not have to think,
did not have to consult anyone. I think he as well as the other two Chiefs have taken a bold
and correct decision and given a bold and correct response. Therefore, to simply say that our
Army is secular and there is no question of any such thing as is being apprehended is not

correct.

May I point out that these days there have been books published in America which are
pernicious? There is a book written by an American citizen and the thesis is what is the
communal composition of the Army in India, because it is the largest coercive force. This is
the thesis and he says that because of this kind of Army there is ethnic violence in India,
suggesting that because the percentage of minority in the Army is small, therefore, there is anti
minority climate in the country. This is the pernicious thesis. I was happy to note because a
reference was made.

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE): Could you mention the
name of the book?

SHRI L.K. ADVANI I will give it to you in a minute. The name of the book is, 'Khaki and
Ethnic Violence in India’ and the summary if [ were to quote is:

“India's military, paramilitary and the police constitute one of the largest security
forces around the globe. Who constitute these forces? What is the ethnic and
religious background of these troops? Does the composition of these forces mirror
the diversity of Indian society? Have their composition undergone any change
since Independence? ”

This I regard as a very pernicious thesis and even though formally the Sachar Committee has
distanced itself from this American Scholar's book, it has allowed itself to be used as a conduit
for such pernicious thesis. This is my charge and when I say this, I have with me an article
written by an Ex-Serviceman, a former Colonel, Dr. Anil Athale based in Pune, who expresses
concern about this[R3].

He says:

“This all wise Sachchar Committee has initiated an exercise that is fraught with
great danger as it hits at the very notion of fair play.”



After all, all our officers in the Army and all our Generals are proud of the fact that

when we take people in the Army, we take them on merit.

Though it may be said that some areas have less representation, I belong to Gujarat and
I have always pointed out to my friends in Gujarat that Gujarat has a very small percentage in
the Army and in the Para-Military Forces also with which I dealt during my period as the
Home Minister. [ used to ask how many people are there from Gujarat. But that does not
mean anything as if there is any discrimination against Gujarat or against States from which
representation is small. That way, I would say that we have in the country organisations like
say Wipro and Cipla and they may be owned by senior minority people. There may not be a
representation of minorities for different reasons. Therefore, this attempt of head count in the
Armed Forces is, as has been rightly said, fraught with dangerous implications. Not only that,
this particular Army Officer has expressed this kind of misgiving or this kind of apprehension.

I think 1t is a warning. He says:

“Many former and serving soldiers believe that the data collection is the thin end
of the wedge of introducing religion or caste based reservations in the Armed
Forces also.”

Now this is something which disturbs me greatly. Therefore, I wish the Prime Minister
were here because the Prime Minister has lent credibility to this communal head count by
describing this Committee as the Prime Minister’s high level committee for preparation of a
report on the social, economic and educational conditions of the Muslim community in India.

As 1 said in the beginning, I have objection even to the formation of the Sachar
Committee. It should not have been formed. Never before has a Committee of this kind been
formed. There is poverty in the country. There is no doubt about it. There is backwardness in
the country. There is no doubt about it. All sections of the people must be taken forward and
their welfare must be thought of but not in a sectarian manner. My charge against this
Government and against the Ruling Party is that all this is being — I can name so many
measures taken during the last one and half years — aimed merely at vote bank politics. Vote
bank politics has done a lot of damage to the country but to bring in vote bank politics even in
the matter of the Armed Forces is something disgraceful. It is something absolutely

unacceptable.

Therefore, I would urge the Government to immediately pronounce and tell the Sachar
Committee that you should do nothing so far as far as the Armed Forces are concerned. This is

my appeal.



MR. SPEAKER: I will try to give opportunity to each Party and those who have given notices.
This is a very serious matter. I am not minimising its seriousness. [ have allowed the hon.

Leader of the Opposition. Now Shri Mahtab.

SHRI B. MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Sir, Justice Sachar Committee is of the opinion that the
Military is no different from any other Central Government organisation. This is the cause of
disquiet. If that was the case, quotas in proportion to caste, backward classes and other
marginalised elements of society would have been introduced in the Armed Forces decades
ago. That it did not happen, more as a deliberate policy than by accident, is evidence of the
sagacity of the earlier generations of our political leadership. If Justice Sachar Committee
interprets that policy as injustice and discrimination against Indian Muslims, its approach to
the question of the place of Muslims in the Indian society is flawed. The presumption is

insulting, to the ethical and moral principles every soldier adhere to[r4].

The Indian Armed Forces are emphatically not, and cannot be presumed to be like any
other Central Government organisation. Before 1947 the Muslims of undivided country formed
32 per cent of India’s armed forces. In other words, 25 per cent of undivided India’s
population formed half of the Armed Forces during that period. But after 1947, even today, we
have four regiments, namely, the Sikh regiment, the Kumaon regiment, the Dogra regiment and
the Jat regiment and these are more or less named after their relevant communities...
(Interruptions) But in the Army all citizens irrespective of any caste or creed or religion are

eligible to be part of the Armed Forces... (Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: This running commentary does not help things. It is not going on record.

SHRI B. MAHTAB : Sir, the minorities trust the Indian Army. The Indian Army has the
reputation for being impartial during communal riots and enjoys the confidence of the
Muslims. My request is that in the best interest of the country, the Armed Forces should not be
politicised. Military is meant to fight and win wars in combat. In combat no soldier can, or
should look to see if his partner in the trench or in the foxhole is a co-religionist or not. They
do not fight to defend religion, but they fight to defend their people and their national values.
Therefore, I would request the Government, through you, not to play with such sentiments. I

urge upon the government not to play with fire.

St gyer Rig sreder Aged, A arsarolt Sft 7 9gd € 9w WP A $H [T Bl @M gl [ A S
IR eH & YR W S FA&TT BT BRI TARIT o &7 8, 98 THR A 21 9RAT I R 80 7 & § iR
YRd BT ¥&7 dTell Th-Udh ARG 71d &l gl 9id W Hhe BT THI a1 8, o WRAT AT D dold axIax

39 I H 3Fhal IR UhdT & aRed A= 3T 2l.. . (FEUr)




MR. SPEAKER: We are all proud of our Indian Army.

it myener Rye Ul oI F 9T 91 9 Sfa iR &7 & 3MgR UR |deruT &, 89 AFd 8 [ a8 9
deTeiiel Fare 8 SR S fdarg @t fiq St o @ g1 BEl Q9 a1 T8 [ ag el Wity & awa
ST @l B 39 del faoRl WIfTer 1 g o1 TE 37 & S AR ¥ Bl Yol 3R IS IR Wl UgAr B
foT Yo @ <& B

B 39 WX Bls ol |0 &1 <1 ared | &9 #ft gore q&eit 9 R ve e &< ared €.,
(FauT)

MR. SPEAKER: It is an important issue.

M sy g o ol o, ¥ foi e € <w @ fE A e 2 g9 A A i 3R e B g
Q| S W 9 <« H Oewd TSI 8, T 98 gHell g3 8, 918 Q¥ & IS} Wol g3l B, ofd Wl |l
BT ST fHaT 721, 1 7 99t $AFERT ¥, Fuer 1 9, gg &1 A9 8 A {5 SEnht 3o # @rs |9
@fe a9 &, ST d9ra @, ¥ A fuerdr & oRey e ®1 9 AT @ fa # onfa ek et @

3R TR AIET0T HRATHY A T Hal &1 FEd cé[RS] |

T AT g WY o Ared © 6 F1 ff ST ofR g6 & 9 W aC ? 1 3719 I8 JSq ol
aed & fb 91 # ff aft fare v WY 2§ Ry e e R 39 e A [deur B 3y I
SHFTT| 3T FHAR AT HITTdR DI 4T &1, TS A9 §¢ BN iR 3T &1 =0T &N b 89 §9 IS Bl a9
oI Bl 3AA AT BT A G, S DI RIS deiil| BB WRIAT § b T §9 e Dl FdGTiel qHSTDR
ST aTad ol |

AleHg Wolii J1ede WRled, Udh IR derad ® f6 “Where there is a will, there is a way; Where
there is no will, there is a survey.” 3FR WR&GR HI 7T T IR AT §f T % rcqd=Idl B & oof |
% firet, a1 H gHeran € f6 S9a for 3a g91 fedRT fieay 9d R &l B I¥Rd T8l g1 39 o Bl
geaidt 8 f o ff e sfRnfe o &t a1d et & {5 srordad & 9 91w fhar 9 ek 9t
ST SR B, Sl QX1 fHAT S, A SW DR Teb JIorHlfad fadre el 8 Sl g 3R IADI ArEiAD
JTeher fhar SIIar 81 39 TR8 Al ¥l Jg W Bk Ul b §8d Sildl &l BH S9! Y HRd Bl
arft arsarft St 1 39 AW @1 IR F @1 dfdT S dal 6 991 e Aed 6 R 318 '8 R
FHE ygel W & & ORA) anflt 8IS U’ ek HHA &1 Bl § I1e fdmm arean € f 1980 # @ @ iy
St gfexr el SrarT g @2 @ N, a1 S99 9wy &N MUt g FRE 99 ot The Prime Minister

appointed a High Power Committee headed by Shri Gopal Singh to find out the socio-

economic conditions of the minorities and suggest remedial measures. 98 &4 g3, RIS ot o



cifth I AT T AT, &1 [T TAT| IS qh IHDT HIAaAT Tal gaTl| TR WHR dqTe a1 I 31T W
AN &R Gahd! gl o9 & fL.9.RGE 3 GveR o 9@ 78 T R 9 Qv ™ 6 sw Rure o g aw
fam S| ghen ¢ gon 2 b wd dl 21 2, Afh M $o 8l Sianl o d 39 9d W e ARl & g
FEC B W@ &, A § I TG AN A8 ToAd & RIfD 5 BISC DI Pl ORd T8l 2l TH HRAA 88
BISC BT W QAT S T &, g8 Sferseel & S j@ 21 M e Fel g AR WA W AR g
YR & AU P Od Hbhe b GHI WIH Bd 8, g S9! SH-ATd B fBBod 981 2idl, 99 9 diad &
& 1 gormell wifh I Yo SR 3l W WRIMT T8 2| qoRd & day # g4 I8! Rerd © & asf a1
gl H a1 o} DR & T ? IR T8 WA §HY W g Sl Al ORI H g $O el sidil I WRA
AT & AU ERId) garell & & STRd el gl $9 & & 100 BRI Al SiHd 8 o R A1 fhasit
fFraer 2, foraent <= 9+t &

. s AR we@en sy HEed, YORId H 24 €¢ & 3feR A1 ugd T oft| ... (ZauE)  Sir, within

24 hours, the Army was there..... (Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: Md. Salim, please conclude now.

... (Interruptions)

AIEHE Welld  31eel Heled, 3Ndl d1d I8 & & 21 g9fey @l foham o <81 8 Riifs YR Siiam uret
P AT AT We 2| 98 9 W 2 P pel 9ifd & gR W) = ), R, oS a1 ar sreforaar

I 3TReToT ¢ fear S| ... (@agH) Please listen to me.
A HRG AN Woil|, 39 difery |

... (FagrH)

AigHE Welti 4 Fedl fb H&l I8 a1d Al 781 [ §9 IR W I $© Roded f&ar S| ... (FagH)
MR. SPEAKER: Nothing else will be recorded except what Md. Salim says.

(Interruptions)™ ...

AlgWE Weltd 99 & YR W 89 $B T8l diad | odfh< 39 ¥ & srpforgdi Bl Rier, Fied iR SRER
# g ficl, I8 @ &) e’ iy @eR @t 21 7)1 Fde & 6 @8l S glar @ fear o @1 8, 99d
39 AT HeH I Ad gelgV| YD HeH I[THT S WX &l Y&+ dley HRiffe biA+ A HH 9 | 3
argel fpan € b 89 g9 <2 Bl Sbferadl B $uh feerii|

W. IH MNUTA ATEd Aee] HEIGd, AT 3feSaro S 4 qgd Hed Ul g Bl IST &l 89 9 I © b
YRR AT BT Al B T TR oIS BT 2 | BHRI JT 7 WId 3R g4 T SR ISP 59 B Bl b




gl fRIfeR S 9 oo Irgd gvic U8l g0 & sy ®Ig el él Ia1 AhdT fh ArgAIRe & ol &
T QAR N B, o1 agd o0l M ol (b1l <ifdp I8 & fb Ao fegear # Argaike @t S
Repctic Bt amfey, =@ gferd # &1 a1 |1 4 @, a8 76l gsC[r6]! =@ I8 g4 $B W $o dfdh I Faig
a1 Ferdl €l 3Afy S9vd 39 a1 &1 ¢ [ ARHAIRSS & @Rl &I A1 941 iR gfor & wedl 89 & fog
TAHYSl a1 ST A1fgy | ot aRafadar a8 & b 9@ gfe & a1 941 # 9l 89 & fog AgHiRersT &1
ASHI Sl & A SHD A Regec B aTel iffhad & a8 b e el & l.. . (auE)

PROF. VIJAY KUMAR MALHOTRA : Sir, this is highly objectionable. ... (Interruptions)
g 9gd B TAd a1 HEl off & ® {6 9T A1 @R did T8 8 2. (au)

MR. SPEAKER: You are not bound by it. He is only giving his views.

... (Interruptions)

* Not Recorded.

W. YW MUl Aed WY, g4Il H 79 Pedl § [ el & aR § 30+l W daforg|. . . (FaumrH)

. fasa AR 7@ ¢ U $9 TRE B G Hd Diey b GHeHEl b Y & gHlEdD ... (Faur)
AT H I WA AGER AP 8l adT, Tg Told 91d HE I8 2. . . (TIEE)

W, M MY I1ed : I8 B & 2

MR. SPEAKER: We should not do or say anything which will affect the performance of the

Army. Of course, we are all proud of our Army.

... (Interruptions)

. fas AR AT @ 377 AT W goutH A Ty |

W, 9 AT ATed : 3 W oo™ el o R@T § <ifh I8 B =l g & Repede &1 anfeyl... (=
CEIG)



IJAY wRAS ;P Bl B AT

... (cagr)

. YW MU qred RehoHe 81 12| S/ MY SHR Tél R G | ReseHc oA fhds S\ H gl g,
T 31T TG AN S & S I8 G fiedhe Sl $8i ®el 8, I8 T8l eIl Ay | Afery Mmas A1erd
q W AHR U 9T 2 fF o ave @ AgARES @) e R fAfard) wRie # an ot # ar gfe 7 @
& g, 98 T8 B A@ifdy ok 3ue forg o a9 W g a1, oy e Wol B BN o AT S

<1 e a1f3v 3R ST = A, 393 foIv iUl drRars el aIfevl. . . (@aur)

it g7 UG Ued TeUE HEley, IE fArg 9gd € JdeTeiid ® ofR 39 faw &1 o a@a 9. (gadm)

MR. SPEAKER: We should always be circumspect in this matter. Considering the importance

of the matter, I am giving chance to almost all parties. Please make brief submissions.

... (Interruptions)

# S UG e MR T WX B9 |9 ANl BT 14 2 3R H wwgrar g 5 989 31 99 & doller Tl
A PO AT WS 7 W@ 2 3R H 3 99 9 Fead g Sl HIgHE Helld |ied 7 $al 7 [P el 99
TP A B BT oerd 2l o W 39 9 F NcudId P 91d Bidl 8 AT AR B &g Bl g a1 o i
DI 9T Bl @ AT AHISID el B dard Bkl & A1 W1 § A1 Yford 9l 8 &l a1d 8icil § <1 o Al
Pl U H T¢ B oIAT & 3R 39 U # &4 B ¥ W Aolqd Tel 8NN dfch SUN g, HAGR Bidl ol F
g BHIG DI g Wi R Dlg T 33T Ghd © 7 ...(FaUE) dfcd AN A1 FI BRI T F IR IS

STl 1. .. (agE)

ot Trotta Yo Rig ‘A’ 3T SaT R € 3R Al IS el 9o W& 2

sft davg U9IE Aed AT T SOl © Bl (FAUFE)  reuaddl Bl g fel, T 30T I8 ded & 2
39 g TEl dTed &1 A9 AN BT TARAT A <2 D A Bl ()

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Members, please take your seats.

... (Interruptions)
it Wit Yo RYE ‘dem’ @ RIT 3N aTed & b WA 89 @ SR WR d¢ oY 2

SHRI UDAY SINGH (PURNEA): Sir, this should not be allowed. ... (Interruptions)



it v v Ared - H oft I O T I B SR WR AR 9 AP, .. (SaUE)

Y WESA 379 3T Sfeal WA By |

w. fasa gaR wegmn ¢ LK

3T Fed & b Ml & IR § g9 U1 Arad €, I8 Wel T8l 8, 39 e Bl a1d el B @R, . (Fgur)
MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Malhotraji, nobody can.

... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: You have made your point.

* Expunged as ordered by the Chair

#t IO uwTE Ared : R 9Tdl | $6 T8 B8R, fId 1 arer FHRAn s8R, L (FaurH)

MR. SPEAKER: Please conclude. 3 afeu|

.. ()
MR. SPEAKER: Please conclude.
... (Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: It is very unfortunate. Very brief submission to be made.
... (Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: If there is anything unparliamentary or improper, I shall certainly look into it.
... (Interruptions)

&l ARG 1319 STedl @ 3| Do not interrupt me.

... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: No, I will not allow it.



... (Interruptions)

#it I TS TG : I8 IGA ghIg o o, o difwart Sl B dred @ dm e o ok Rgw
P AT BT AF-FHE, A 96 BT B [HAr o1, . . (IaEmrE)

MR. SPEAKER: Please conclude now.

... (Interruptions)

2t a5 ANTE Aled : BN U DI AT 7 Al WIfd D YR W B Bl 8, 7 ATHEd YR R B
P 2 R T E gd P YR W BH Pl gl odfpd I 9 kg ¥ 989 1 o <1 I & I9H

RISHIRT &1 g 317 &1 81 3USH! a1l | dIc db g Dl g 37 &l 2. .. (FaurE)

MR. SPEAKER: Okay.
Shri Gurudas Dasgupta.
... (Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: Now, take your seat. Please take your seat.

3t I TG ATET : 3ATTY VA Adgaeiial el WX oI el 8 91ey] 39 ¥ & Sl eI d ©, ol
el a1 8, S AIfoid Age @ SR W Wl Sl 912y 3R A Sl I 9R1 4 Siiel arfy|

MR. SPEAKER: You have made your point.
Shri Gurudas Dasgupta.

... (Interruptions)

it A U ATed : AT 3 forg FiE wiferit I S @, 1 98 IR S8 IS, B H ORI SISt
ST, ORI STIGI T Bl $ATH Aol 3R ST Ufaffed 8 W8 &1, 99 I8 Jard & 78l IS |

A HES : AP €, 319 AU 91 WA He| Do not enlarge this scope.

... (Interruptions)

# A= TS AR ¢ AR S A SIUET B B, 98 WG & MER W AT Bkt 81 39 Su # AgAgE A
aft It &R g B aR H T Bt Bl ()

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Uday Singh, I expect from you an exemplary behaviour.

... (Interruptions)



MR. SPEAKER: Very well, I will see, if anything is unparliamentary. I cannot even listen.

You just go on making running commentary.

#t I NG AT @ AR AHEDH B R H ATGAT B @ forg DIg A v o @1 8 1 IqH
feeRT =78l dter ST =Ry |

MR. SPEAKER: Nothing more.

Now, Shri Gurudas Dasgupta.

2ft v wvE ared v @ forv sfdeaa & R o % B R B o 3 et W oTdx ifehers
& A GDHEA] B b P D [HAT 8, I© 89 Yol el alfey]

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA (PANSKURA): Mr. Speaker, Sir, ... (Interruptions)

sft wrotta Yo Rig 'aie’ ; sreel Aeley, g9l A W) AW Y e Tifew feam B

arezeT WESY : 3T IfSY| H Th-Udh PR AT | Y 31U ofiex Bl AT o o)

37t Tt Yo 9 'deE' ¢ 69 aE ofe 991 Alfed T ol

MR. SPEAKER: It is very unfortunate. You have no patience. Sl &#J ddfg 8 I, SHDI

AGUANT &xeh [Pl AT AT S Fehal ATl 7@ |l SR 37U FHY qdic Hl 3R arern At =@redl, Give the

opportunity to conduct the House.

... (Interruptions)

A& HEIGT : H [l BT dle A |41 el dxar| i Afed &A1 8, 9ad! Uh-Udh e gl

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA Mr. Speaker, Sir, we are not in favour of any method which
gives rise to a suspicion that there is an attempt to induct communal environment in the
glorious Indian Army. We are not in favour of it. While saying so, I must compliment my
senior friend, Mr. Advaniji because he has found time to speak on communalism. [ compliment
him because he finds that the communalism is a danger in the country. I also compliment Mr.
Advanji because he is taking exception to a book published in his very dear country, that is

America. ... (Interruptions)
LAY WIS : 59 d1d DI BIFST

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : This is an important fact. ... (Interruptions) Sir, it is very
important. It is good that you have become anti-American|[mks7].



It is very good that we find anti-American friends across the House. It is very good.

2 A FHUT IMSATR  BAR fIY WRA HAAR © 3R Bl S T 2l ... (FEUE) B9 HRRecal ve R
NI @ agn N T A E A WE WD A @ TR fow w9 39 €1 ... (FauE) ot @

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : Even after Russia and China supports Iran, we oppose this.
We will be opposing it in our response to it.... (Interruptions) As 1 said, we will be opposing it.
Do not worry about it. My point is very simple. Minorities should have more representation in
different branches of Indian Administration, in Police, in Military and everywhere....

(Interruptions)
SHRI UDAY SINGH (PURNEA): Why?... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: What is happening to youi 34 Ugdl &7 & U g% il A1 3 &Y B o]
31T ST oTid &1 SgY| MY a1 SreIRIere Bl

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : But headcount is unnecessary because there is service
record. In Military, in Administration and everywhere, there is a service record for every
individual who is there in the Administration. Therefore, to have a Committee and to go for a
survey is absolutely wrong. I feel the purpose of a glorious cause cannot be met by an
inglorious method. The method is absolutely wrong. We do not accept it. While upholding the
glorious role of the Army, we feel nothing should be done outside, in this House from this side

or that side, which affects the morale of the glorious Indian Army.

ot dgdia WY e HElGd, Rl dal § WS hdl & YR UR AT eI D] & AH W JHAAAAT B
Faeur fd S & Raerrs Riadar & ik & # ws1 ganm g1 3mexvfiy sreardft it 7 agd ol ave 4 39
e B A1 gl H TR A HRAT gl JHT WRDHR TA&ToT BT &l ARET0 & AW J 1 drEdl ¢,
SUPT B Pel g HRd & Tel aardn WA, GRE dal 6 off H TR dR g0 & S oigd gHie off
g, Il B 9gd G B ol  REAT @ iR A st aren |ied oy St A H{as # Ser awie A
ATl Ieh faARl BT B T BRd &l offch GRET dcll & aR ¥ U1 DR ¥ 8H faar &1 W@l 2 iR 8w
AN 3P Fel g Fxd € 5 Jiv TRER 01 Fder aRal W@ g S AUl I8 fIER ame o
afegl # 39 91 & fIg AT wRar €1 aremer S, ol SR dal © fh 79 ofREr & faRig Sl 9 g
fpe aR # Wi R GAS & R H oS Bl 7 TE Fe1l  sroude] W wed el YR 9o o i
A BT 8, I=M <¥ & oy 9gd Far & g, 39 ax # & 7 78 F@1l 3R TR A1 D
I ¥ 0T fHar T, @1 89 S9ET Bl [ANY B &1 BH S9® folU 3MMUSD HIETH § Hg ANBR I AN B
g b g8 o1 faor agar 3k <o & |iueR—Iedr & A SA1eT dardr 7 <

MR. SPEAKER Dr. M. Jagannath — not here. Ms. Mehbooba Mulfti.



MS. MEHBOOBA MUFTI Hon. Speaker, Sir, I belong to a State & fat gfean @ sirar 21
3R 3T gAR F8l &6 A1 891 A% Ahed! SN Ufed, ot 99 qfem, amsoht ok o=y At foras @t

N &, 3D drav[a dei e Asiiiel @+t g2 81 Look at the whole country([c8].

el ol © b 3TU | 32l v W SN & (b g8 ddel AT DI a1 A8l ol [ Dol A
ARSI H RYISCTT TF a1 &1 AT | 399 DIs IS ol © b 9 o 9gd A ST oFsl © 3R a8
TN HIAE §S 21 ST 3H I9d [ AT H WA 6 doior are”k @ 78 €1 The violence and the
terrorism is eating into the vitals of the whole world. MR S T HA5q Joob AT ST 8, 98

9 91 WaA ST SRR AT fa9 ore @t 9sie ¥ '] If you go at the root of the problem
T a9 ae o AT fea @1 fhgeE € 98 gAuied @t fhuee B SMwReredl 9@l A

q9e ™ &1 1 would say ‘unfortunately.” sHa! aoig 98 2 {6 & &g § 39 aad saqoidl AT
diged g A1 THAAEe § A1 A1 3¢ iR STH-HHIR $ Wiead 2| A IR DI AeeH Ta | A f Hal-dal
TGl ersaeE Wl M Wfd basically it is a problem of injustice. I would congratulate the
UPA Government. They have hit the nail on the head. They have started from somewhere. it
sTEHeA fierft  that information itself will justify, why we are doing that. Why they are so
scared of the information? Let the information come. ST g7o¥ed 8311 ® 3R 0 aa<d T gfar #
drae & Rac® g <7 21 & 2l ... (21agH)

w. fas $uR W@ U8 e 9 B jE B . (D)
MR. SPEAKER: She has not said that.

... (Interruptions)

PROF. VIJAY KUMAR MALHOTRA : Basically, she is condemning our army...

(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: She has given her party’s view. It is not binding on anybody.

... (Interruptions)



gt wEggan YA : 3R B9 AUl dol H 0, ARURE AEd & W & & daRH iR & g & Al
@1, we have to give them a part to play. We have to give them their share. smearfi S €& &g
® ¢ b 9gd & 7$ 8l We are already too late. What has not been done in 58 years, 3/@ &1
SRR B, SToH! ] 3TR 8H Q¥ gfm § dfiei Bl delel el @red & let our country take the lead.

Thank you very much.

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Bir Singh Mahato, please be very brief.

SHRI BIR SINGH MAHATO Sir, this is a very sensitive issue. The Indian Army has enjoyed
confidence of all sections of the people. Armed Forces should not be communalised in any
form. Hence, we are proud of the Armed Forces and there should not be any reservation on the
basis of language, region, caste and creed. Gujarat was controlled due to the timely
intervention of the Armed Forces. Therefore, Sir, communal head count should be stopped.
Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Dr. Jagannath. You should have been here in time.
DR. M. JAGANNATH I am sorry, Sir.

It is unfortunate that in our country the employment opportunities or recruitment
provided to the minority communities are not adequate. Whatever may be the reason, this
practice of not recruiting the minority communities into the Army or paramilitary services is
not correct. Steps should be taken that their sentiments are respected. They should be part and
parcel of this country. Adequate measures should be taken to see that they get adequate

number of their people in the recruitment.

st sforara amortt sremer wEley, o e &1 ard @1 W& 8, 98 Udew dgr-arar & ol feft o Fra e A
WeTg UeT B Bl T8l gl =191 AT fa= | S & ear 8 S9d ad 71 8, 98 <@l Sl gl
foreft B g7 fraa T8 2 5 Q=1 & DI Aewd B T a8 § 6 e & 59 dadl @ 919 g9 91 9

T BT ] AT FUsel 60 ATell A T &1 %6l 8, S S 1 S| ... (Jaur)

MR. SPEAKER: You are not bound by his statement.

... (Interruptions)

st sformma amorlt & 9@t qgw @ forg AR g oMy WA @ A MY iR S¥ g @1 dNen dar
BEEEOEEVEA[RY]!

MR. SPEAKER: Nobody can affect the Indian Army.



2t sforama amerlt MU d AT F1 el T8 21 H wE wEar § 6 wEel § 9N d@d iR WX g Sl
fafed g, 91 s9Ri arel ¥ e € a1 fUsa =i a3 fOf=d € 99 969@! EE & U d &
oM F ey e afRgl § smeeror @t 9@ T wrar afew s wfafea freen @Ryl Tg
ST SN ® [ 9 B W gd € 9 DI AT S & oiel Bl @ & A1 I BT <81 2| 39H iy foar
g el § 3FR Rl g3 a1 WIfdd 8 Sg & e # 13 IRife Jda@ M & 3R A1 H Udh-s¢ WRic 4
WTEl T8l 81 IFDH! Bl B B Y I8 f[depel BHT AMBY | S8 RS QAN & @T I8 ared & b
g g9em S @ I Qa1 B @1 B, 9 S B A A e T ad| a8 Biew B, BIRRE A9 8, 39 W
RIS BT ofddd oThR BIRTSH DI IR BT I8 8

MR. SPEAKER: I am only making an exception in favour of Maj. Gen. Khanduri because of
his background, but I request him to be very brief.

MAJ. GEN. (RETD.) B. C. KHANDURI Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have requested a favour from you

and I am speaking here as an Ex-Army person, not as a politician.
MR. SPEAKER: That is why I have called you.

MAJ. GEN. (RETD.) B. C. KHANDURI Sir, I want to convey to the House my immense pain

and personal hurt feelings on this whole issue that is going on in the country.

Sir, I have spent 38 years in the Army and some of the remarks that have been passed
here are very much amazing and damaging. The only reason I can think of is that such people
and such politicians have no clue about what happens in the Armed Forces. They have no idea
as to how they live. They have no idea as to how they stay together there. They are passing

remarks that Recic # &% @ salad & = Casting that sort of aspersion on the Army is not

correct. The three Chiefs are themselves saying that this is not correct. Are they politicians?
Have the three Chiefs got any political agenda? Are they communalists? When they are saying

something, please listen to them at least.

Sir, Members are making irresponsible statements here. The whole world is seeing us
because we have got a 24-hours Lok Sabha television channel now and so everybody is
listening to us. I plead to all of you not to get into this sort of politics. It is not good. It is not

even good for those who are making such statements.

Sir, people in the Army know what is happening, Muslims or other communities in the
Army know what is happening. If you have no faith, you should have listened to Maj. Gen.
Asif Karim who came on television and said that what we are trying to say here today, is not
correct. He is not a politician. He is not from the majority community, but he is saying this and
please listen to him. It is hurting and it is causing immense damage to the Army. I would

suggest to such people that before they make such statements, they should, at least, check up



with some of their relatives if they are in the Armed Forces. The trouble is that most of the
people have no clue because they do not send their children to the Armed Forces. They just

talk outside in thin air.

When I was the Commanding Officer at a very young age, I had a Mandir, Masjid and
Gurudwara in one room. There was never any problem. They all used to go there and pray. But
if it is left to us politicians, we will make them fight. It is not good. Please don’t do it. You are

damaging the morale of the Army.

As far as the present issue is concerned, the hon. Defence Minister has said that they
are not going to send it to Sachar Committee. But I would like to submit to him that sometimes
the end may be alright, but the means also matter and this time, I think, the means are not
correct and please don’t do it. Some things are unknown to them, but now you are trying to

poke that thing and make them alive about this issue which is not good.

My last point is that if he has any doubt that we are trying to make politics here, I would
request him to call all the officers and men who served in the Armed Forces and who are in his
party now. Even in Parliament there are some persons. Let him call them together and listen to
them. Are they talking on political lines? I do not think anybody is talking like that. Therefore,
my humble request as a soldier, as an Ex-Serviceman is, kindly don’t let this get out of control

any more.
Sir, I thank you very much for giving me this opportunity[k10].

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE) Mr. Speaker Sir, at the very
outset, I would like to express my gratitude to the hon. Members who have made their
observations. Without any exception everybody has appreciated the role which the Indian
Army has played since its inception, but we are particularly concerned with its role since
Independence. The Indian Army is basically professional, apolitical, secular and the most
disciplined force that we have today. It is not only the second largest in number, but even in its

long tradition of saga and sacrifice, it is second to none.

Sir, three issues have emerged from the observations of various hon. Members and I do
appreciate that most of the hon. Members have pointed out that this secular, apolitical,
professional character of the Indian Armed Forces should not be compromised. I can assure
them that there is no question of compromising the character of the Indian Armed Forces. At

the same time, let us not be carried by emotions.



A particular phrase has been chosen, that is, ‘Communal Head Count’. I do not know
from where this phrase has come. I have the entire terms of reference of the Sachar Committee
and I do not find this particular phrase anywhere in the terms of reference. What is the terms
of reference of Sachar Committee?

W, s AR 7@ R ST YR WeeR HAE BT AT . (HAUE)  IEH FderuT gl @l 2 A1 L 8l
@l &, U gard| ... (AduH)

MR. SPEAKER: Let him reply.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE: Sir, most respectfully, I would like to submit to Prof. Vijay
Kumar Malhotra that he is too senior to indulge in these types of frivolities... (Interruptions)

PROF. VIJAY KUMAR MALHOTRA : Sir, the Sachar Committee reference is not there...

(Interruptions)

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE: Sir, I have just started. | would request Shri Malhotra to have
patience. What I am trying to point out is that Shri Advani raised the issue, ‘why this
committee’. I, on behalf of the Government, owe an explanation to him, to the Leader of the

Opposition, to the Leaders of the whole House on the issue of ‘why this Committee’.

This Committee was set up because we are fully aware of the number of Muslim
population and the state of affairs. What was the reason for setting up of a committee? There
is a lack of authentic, comprehensive and updated information about the economic, educational
status of the Muslim community of India. Therefore, it was suggested that the committee

which was set up on 9th March 2005 under the Chairmanship of Shri Rajender Sachar, Retired
Chief Justice of Delhi High Court, should also look into this. What was its job? What was its
mandate? It was mandated to obtain relevant information from Departments and agencies of
the Central Government, State Governments and also conduct an intensive literature survey to
identify, publish data, articles, research on relative social, economic and educational status of
the Muslims of India at the State, regional and district levels to address to the reasons of
backwardness and to formulate appropriate policy to intervene as and when it is necessary. Is

something wrong there?

PROF. VIJAY KUMAR MALHOTRA : Sir, only asking for Muslim community and not
others... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: He did not interrupt anybody. Please take your seat.



SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE: Sir, I am sorry, I cannot be dictated in speaking the terms of

Prof. Vijay Kumar Malhotra. Please allow me to speak on my own terms... (Interruptions)
MD. SALIM : He must not.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Therefore, the committee has a very broad, wide spectrum of
the entire administration[r11].

13.00 hrs.

They have sent questionnaires to a large number of Government Departments and
Ministries. Now, the question comes as to what would be the response. I do not know why the
Leader of the Opposition was so agitated. He read the statement of the Chief of the Army
Staff. Most respectfully I would submit that as senior Parliamentarians they should know that
we should refer the official designation but we never mention the name. Prof. Malhotra in his

anxiety went to the extent of suggesting that they ... *
MR. SPEAKER: No reference can be made to the President.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE: It is not fair. It is discourtesy to the highest person in the

Government. Please do not indulge in that.
MR. SPEAKER: I have deleted that already.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: You have deleted it, it is fine. It is not proper. We also
supported him. He was the unanimous choice of the nation. Therefore, it should not be

brought in.
SHRI BRAJA KISHORE TRIPATHY (PURI): This portion also should be deleted.
MR. SPEAKER: That has already been deleted.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE: It should not be brought in. Do not indulge in these things.
The point which I am trying to drive at is this. The Chief of the Army Staff has been quoted
and the Chief of the Air Staff has been quoted. Then you could have shared the same

information without naming them. This is the
* Not Recorded.

normal parliamentary practice. What have we stated? What the Chief of the Army Staff has
stated and what as the Defence Minister I have stated? I have stated that Indian Army does not

maintain these types of statistics. There was some information available in the Navy and Air



Force that has been given to them. Indian Army has stated that they do not have this type of
information available and nobody has asked them that they do this or do that.

Let me explain what is the process of recruitment. The process of recruitment is to
ensure that we do not indulge the recruitment on the basis of religion, caste, sex and region.
Therefore, a formula has been evolved. Maj. Gen. B. C. Khanduri is well-versed with this
procedure. He could have spoken to his colleagues. The formula has been evolved on the
basis of the overall requirement in a year and the overall male population of the country. On
the basis of that, a formula is being evolved by making the divisions and multiples, and the
State is given quota. When the recruitment takes place, recruitment rally takes place, there we
do not ask in what language they speak and what religion they practise. There are certain
standard prescribed qualifications. If they satisfy those prescribed qualifications depending on
the number, we recruit them. We keep in view that there should be more and more
representations from different areas. If we find that in certain areas adequate number of people
are not coming, sometimes we have the special recruitment drive to ensure that more and more
people come. On the floor of this House I have shared that information. Keeping in view the
requirement of certain areas, not only in the Army but also in other special paramilitary forces,
special security forces, sometimes we raise battalions. For instance, seven battalions have
been raised in Territorial Army, one exclusively for Jammu and Kashmir, one exclusively for
Assam and one exclusively for Manipur keeping in view their status. Since 1950, not today, the
nomenclature in terms of region or in terms of race has been completely avoided. Many a
times it is asked: “You are a Defence Minister from Bengal. Why the Bengal Regiment of
1768 cannot be revived? Maratha Light Infantry is there.” Maj. Gen. Khanduri must be
knowing the Bengal Lancer as to why it cannot be raised. It was there from the historic days.

MR. SPEAKER: Then why can it not be raised?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE: From 1950, we have completely stopped this practice to
retain the All-India character of the Armed Forces. [rl12]

That all India character is this. Many of you may be aware of that. I share that piece of
information. In my room I have kept the bough of a soldier. What is the soldier saying? He
says, “I am a soldier. I have one commitment and that commitment is to my country. I have
only one prayer to God and that prayer to God is that I can fulfil my commitment. I can lay
down my life for the cause of my country.” There is no question of religion, there is no
question of caste and there is no question of any other community. Surely nobody is fool
enough to go and disturb this glorious tradition. We are proud of it and we are retaining it. But
at the same time, you will have to keep in mind that such a Commission has been appointed to

make a socio-economic survey, to help a large chunk of population because various legislations



have been made to address different sectors, and in certain areas it will have to be addressed
and it will have to be looked into. Without adequate data, without adequate data base and

without adequate information, how could you have that?

Shri Advani has referred to some American thesis. It is no longer very unfamiliar to us.
Many a times it has come. Very recently we have seen a debate on certain writings by some
European writers. Some wanted to have a debate in Parliament also. The House had a debate
on the writing of Monyhan. But, I think, we are mature enough not to take this type of writing
so seriously and we should ignore it because it deserves nothing but ignorance with some sort
of impunity. It is not a fact if somebody comes with the thesis that the Indian Armed Forces
are the biggest coercive forces. [ totally refute that type of observations, that type of
definition. The Indian Armed Forced have established all over the world that they are the
biggest humanitarian forces. At the time of natural disasters, whether it is Tsunami, whether it
is avalanche or whether it is floods or earthquake, you will find first the person from the Indian
Armed Forces, whether it is the Navy person or whether it is the Air Force person or whether it
is the Army person to rescue the people. Therefore, that is not a coercive force. That is not the
character of Indian Army. We will like to retain that character of the Forces. I can assure you
that this is the position which we have stated. I have stated this outside the House because the
House started from yesterday. 1 have stated before camera. And what Chief of the Army
Staff, Chief of the Air Staff and Chief of the Naval Staff have stated, there is no contradiction
in that. We are one and our approaches are the same. The apolitical, secular and professional
character of the Indian Armed Forces will be retained. This is an object of our pride. Thank

you, Sir.... (Interruptions)

PROF. VIJAY KUMAR MALHOTRA : He must categorically say whether the headcount of
Muslims in the Army is being called or not. ... (Interruptions)

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE: I have stated that there is no system of head counting on the

basis of race, caste or religion. ... (Interruptions)

PROF. VIJAY KUMAR MALHOTRA : They have already asked for it. Then, you say so. ...

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: He has said that. He has agreed with the observations of the Chief. ...

(Interruptions)

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE: How many times I will say, Prof. Malhotra?
(Interruptions) 1 have stated the character. ... (Interruptions) Please do not put words in my
mouth. I have stated it and I am repeating that the character of the Indian Armed Forces as it is



today will be retained. ... (Interruptions) You are indulging in politics, you are communalising

politics. ... (Interruptions)
SHRI L.K. ADVANI : Sir, as I said in the beginning, I regard ... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Please take your seats. Please sit down.

... (Interruptions)

SHRI L.K. ADVANI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I object to the formation of the Sachar Committee
itself and I regard it as pursuance of vote bank politics. ... (Interruptions[lh13])

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : You are doing vote bank politics. We are not doing vote bank
politics. Mr. Advani, you are doing vote bank politics. Starting from Ram Shila to the
demolition of the mosque, you are responsible for bringing vote bank politics in this country.
... (Interruptions) If any Party is responsible for vote bank politics, it is the Party of BJP, it is
the Party of Shri L.K. Advani, which is responsible. ... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Let us hear him just one minute more.

... (Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: What is this? You please take your seat.

SHRI L.K. ADVANI : The Sachar Committee has been asked to assess the economic and
social conditions of the Muslim community, and in pursuance of that, they have put questions
to various Departments of the Government of India. I would be happy if the Committee is
scrapped itself but, at least, so far as the Army is concerned, these questions should not be
addressed to the Army at all. This is my submission.

Even now if you withdraw all the questions and then let the Sachar Committee do what
it wants about the rest of the Government, I would not put it in this manner. But you must
respect the sentiments of the entire fauji community. You must respect the views of the entire

country.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE: Fauji community is with the Defence Minister and not with
the Leader of the Opposition.

SHRI L.K. ADVANI : Therefore, the Chief of Army Staff and others protested against it. We

also protest against the Government and, therefore, we walk out.



13.09 hrs.

(At this stage, Shri L.K. Advani and some other

hon. Members left the House.)

... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned to meet again at 2.15 p.m.

13.10 hrs.
The Lok Sabha then adjourned for Lunch till fifteen minutes

past Fourteen of the Clock.



