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SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA (BANKURA): Sir, Hindustan Cables Limited, a
cable manufacturing unit, has its three units in three States of our country;
Rupnarayan Pur in West Bengal, Nainy in Uttar Pradesh and third one is at
Hyderabad. The Hindustan Cables Limited manufactures jelly fill cables as well
as optic fiber cables. Production in these three units has been stopped because the
Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited has not placed order to the Hindustan Cables for
manufacture of either jelly fill or optic fiber cables. This is the only public sector
undertaking which manufactures cable. BSNL is in urgent need of cables. There
are a number of exchanges which are not being commissioned just because there is
shortage of cable. The expansion work has also been hampered because of
shortage of cables.

Tata Consultancy Service has been appointed to prepare the revival
package for the Hindustan Cables. It has submitted its report but the Government
has yet to take action in regard to the revival of Hindustan Cables. I urge upon the
Government, that in the interest of not only 3000 workers and their families but
also in the interest of 50,000 people who are directly or indirectly dependent on
the Hindustan Cables, to take urgent steps in regard to the revival of Hindustan
Cables Limited as per the package given by the BIFR, and BSNL should also
place orders to the Hindustan Cables. I demand that immediate action be taken in
regard to the revival of Hindustan Cables Limited.

MR. SPEAKER: Dr. M. Jagannath - Not present.
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MR. SPEAKER: Long submissions cannot be made during 'Zero Hour'. Members
have to briefly mention the matter.

. (Interruptions)
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SHRI KHARABELA SWAIN (BALASORE): Sir, today it has appeared in The

Pioneer, "Scrap MPLADS move gets momentum". In The Economic Times, the

following news item has appeared:

"BJP, RJD, CPM, RSP and TDP in favour of axing plan but

Congress opposes it."

[ belong to the BJP but I do not know how the media came to know that the
Party as a whole has opposed the continuation of the MPLAD Scheme.
Yesterday, the hon. Members belonging to the RJD from Bihar also raised the
matter and they wanted that this Scheme should be scrapped. The Members from
Bihar are saying all the time that it should be scrapped. But, on behalf of the
overwhelming majority of this House cutting across Party-lines, I dare say that this

is the best Scheme ever envisaged by the Government of India.. (Interruptions)



