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SHRI A.V. BELLARMIN (NAGERCOIL): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, India has
large reserves of beach sand minerals such as Illmenite, Rutile, Zircon and other
atomic minerals mainly as placer deposits. These reserves are mostly located in
the coastal stretches of peninsular India, with the exception of a few inland placer
deposits. The total reserves of Illmenite according to preliminary exploration
amount to 348 million tonnes. Out of the total reserves, about 87 million tonnes
are located in Tamil Nadu, especially in Kanyakumari, Tirunelveli and Tuticorin
districts. The deposits at Kanyakumari are of superior grade in that the T102
content in Illmenite is as high as 55 to 56 per cent as against other places.

The total mineral reserves of Illmenite in Kanyakumari are about 15 million
tonnes. A major portion of this deposit lies in and around Manavala Kurichi
village which is about 25 km. away from Kanyakumari and about 75 km. from
Trivandrum.

There is already a public sector undertaking, Indian Rare Earths Limited,
working in Manavala Kurichi, which is engaged in mining and production of all
the prescribed minerals including Illmenite, Monozite, Rutile, Zircon, etc. The

Manavala Kurichi plant presently produces one lakh tonnes per annum of



