
GRANTS -(RAILWAYS),2005-2006 
 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The House shall now take up the next item. 

Motion moved: 

 "That the respective supplementary sums not exceeding the 
amounts shown in the third column of the Order Paper be granted to 
the President of India, out of the Consolidated Fund of India, to 
defray the charges that will come in course of payment during the 
year ending the 31st day of March, 2006, in respect of the heads of 
Demands entered in the second column thereof against Demand 
Nos. 2 and 16." 
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SHRI K.V. THANGKABALU (SALEM): Mr. Chairman, Sir, thank you very much 

for giving me this opportunity to speak on the Supplementary Demands for 

Grants for Railways.  Railways are the lifeline of the nation. As we know, it is not 

only the lifeline but also an Organisation, the only Organisation, which 

interconnects the country, whether it is North, South, East or West.  People from 

all regions, communities and castes are interconnected by the Railways.  It is a 

rarest opportunity for any one to support the Bill, through which we are going to 

appropriate Rs.  200,00,66,000 from the Consolidated Fund of India for the 

financial year 2005-06 for the betterment of Railways.   

 After the UPA Government came into power, we have a dynamic Minister, 

Shri Lalu Prasad for Railways.  After his taking over this Ministry, we have seen 

enormous developments and achievements.  I do not want to dwell upon those 

things because the time is very short.  The improvements that have taken place 

is all-round.  Improvements have taken place in gauge conversion, doubling of 

lines and in the advancement of existing facilities.  These are the areas where a 

right direction and right leadership has been given.  That is why we are today 

proud of the Railways and their achievements.  I would like to emphasise a few 

points. 

Those points are related to my State of Tamil Nadu, the State of 

Pondicherry, the State of Kerala to which our hon. Chairman belongs, to the 

States of West Bengal, Assam, Madhy Pradesh and in respect of almost all the 

States. We are proud that he has done well in the two subsequent Budgets. After 

this, some other projects are not able to  take off due to paucity of funds.  

 I would, particularly, like to  go over to Tamil Nadu now. One of the very 

important and long-felt demands of the Tamilians is this. We are proud to say 

that we have been demanding, for the last 45 years, the creation of a Salem 

Division. As you know, the 40 hon. Members of Lok Sabha from Tamil Nadu and 

Pondicherry as also the Members from Rajya Sabha  have been demanding this.  

I have friends from Kerala including the hon. Chairman. Almost all of us would 

like to have this dream project implemented.. (Interruptions) Of course, it should 

be done without affecting Palakkad. I support that the Palakkad Division should 



continue. This is our arrangement. We want that Division to continue. In the 

same way, we want the creation of a new Division to help and support the people 

of our region. I am personally thankful to our friends from Kerala as well as the 

hon. Ministers in this regard. 

SHRI P. KARUNAKARAN (KASARGOD): The same status of Palakkad has to 

continue. Do you agree to it? 

SHRI K.V. THANGKABALU (SALEM): Yes, the same status of Palakkad should 

continue. We are not objecting to that. We want that Palakkad Division should 

continue. There is no difficulty in it. We want a new Division to be created, the 

Salem Division, without affecting Palakkad with the districts like Salem, Erode, 

Coimbatore, the Nilgiris, Namakkal, Dharmapuri, krishnagiri and part of 

Vilupuram, Cuddalore, Vellore, Karur and so on included in it. This will help the 

State of Tamil Nadu. Leaders like Dr. Kalaignar Karunanidhi, Dr. Ramadoss, Shri 

Vasan, Shri Vaiko and all the Left leaders like Shri Nallakkannu  and Shri 

Varadharajan, Shri Kader Moideen jointly made a  request to the hon. Minister 

after the UPA Government came into power. With 40 Members' support, this can 

be done. This is a long felt-dream. We want the hon. Minister to announce about 

it today. This will go a long way in the history. Shri Lalu and Shri Velu will go 

down well in the history by creating this wonderful scheme.. (Interruptions) 

MR. CHAIRMAN : Both Lalu and Velu only will go down well in the history! . 

(Interruptions) 

SHRI K.V. THANGKABALU :  It is under the Chairmanship of Shri 

Radhakrishnan!. (Interruptions) All our friends from Kerala will be included... 

SHRI P. KARUNAKARAN : .with the condition that Kerala needs some more 

things like new lines, trains etc. 

SHRI K.V. THANGKABALU : I am supporting it. Karunakaran ji, while starting my 

speech, I said about Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Pondicherry, West Bengal  as also all 

the States. I started with them only.  

 Coming to my point, the Salem-Karur project was enunciated long back.. 

(Interruptions) The Salem-Karur line is getting delayed for want of funds and 

because of a lot of problems. The hon. Minister, Shri Velu came personally a 



number of times and discussed with the authorities concerned in sorting out this 

issue. I would request the hon. Minister to consider the issue and give more 

funds for the early implementation of the projects. 

 Likewise, the Salem-Cuddalore BG line is another most important factor. 

In the last Budget, only Rs.45 crore had been earmarked. The project is on. But 

to complete the project, it needs additional funds. I hope the hon. Minister will 

consider it in due course, - if not immediately, in the next Budget at least.  

 In my constituency particularly and the nearby constituency of Dr. Senthil, 

we want one thing to be done. A passenger train has to be re-introduced 

between Salem and Mettur. It should be done immediately and made to work 

immediately. So also is the case in respect of Salem and Attur. We need to 

request the hon. Minister to re-build the Vazhapadi Station which is a long felt 

need in the area. Apart from that, a number of hon. Members from Tamil Nadu 

have given a long memorandum. 

In that, our leaders jointly wrote to you.  All those projects need to be 

considered very, very effectively and speedily so that the programmes which we 

have given to the people, aspirations which we have given to the people and the 

demands of the people can be met through its implementation.   

 Sir, coming to the ROBs, there are about 13 ROBs which we have 

requested for Tamil Nadu.  Out of them, 3 ROBs are coming in my constituency 

also.  The hon. Minister had very candidly accepted my proposal last time that 

while building ROBs the Central Government Railway Department has to pay 50 

per cent and the State Government has to give 50 per cent.  But the State 

Governments are not coming forward.  Instead of that, the Railways have to give 

to the State Government the cess money that can be kept with the Central 

Government itself for the Railway Department itself and they can construct the 

ROBs so that you need not go to the State asking money for that.  It is not only in 

Tamil Nadu area but also in almost all over the country; this ROBs problem can 

be solved.  In my constituency Mutthampati gate, Ayodhyapattinam gate, and 

Salem Mulluvadi gate are the three very critical areas where people have to wait 



for 2 - 3 hours and there is no movement due to this passage of train.  I would 

request the hon. Minister to consider this.   

There is one more important issue, Sir.  While the hon. Minister 

announced last time the South - South Corridor, Mumbai - Delhi Corridor, 

Mumbai - Kolkata Corridor, Chennai has been left out whereas it is one of the 

very important cities in the country.  Chennai, being the gateway of South India, 

is totally left out.  This is the long felt need of the people that Chennai - Delhi, 

Chennai - Mumbai, Chennai - Kolkata freight corridor is to be immediately 

accepted in principle and announced so that there is a facility of doubling and 

creating new environment for the freight movement in the country.   

Sir, with regard to the broad gauge conversion, you have very 

emphatically decided the Unigauge facility of connecting all the places in the 

country.  In my State of Tamil Nadu, 1,800 kilometres of metre gauge lines are 

still there.  It is the only State where the huge volume of kilometres is unattended 

to.  Our people are suffering a lot.  I would request you to kindly turn to our side.  

Please attend to all these poor States like Tamil Nadu and Kerala where metre 

gauge lines are there.  They are very farther. Delhi is far away for us.  Kindly 

consider us very sympathetically and accept this proposal so that all the metre 

gauge is converted into broad gauge and thereby all our areas can be connected 

with more facilities.   



As regards electrification project also, Sir, I would like to say that . 

(Interruptions)  electrification project is one of the very important projects.  Sir, 

the Congress Government - and the UPA Government -  have been doing 

enormous service in this regard.  There is an effective movement over this.  We 

want to improve our State.  In terms of electrification of projects, the all India 

percentage is 27 per cent.  In case of Tamil Nadu, it is about 20 per cent.  We do 

not have the broad gauge line and electrification.   This imbalance should be 

sorted out.  We need a patronage from the Railway Ministry that the 

electrification projects in our State are completed at the earliest.   

 Sir, the Dindigul - Palghat BG line via Pollachi - Coimbatore project should 

be immediately announced.  This is a long felt need of the people and process is 

very, very simple now.  You have to only announce it and just allocate funds 

immediately.  The MPs from both the States of Kerala and the Tamil Nadu are 

demanding this.  I would request the hon. Minister to announce it today and, if 

possible, release funds also.  Likewise, Sir, the Chengalpattu - Villupuram line is 

also to be announced.  You have to give this facility.  This is also a very long felt 

need of the people.  In addition, there is Thiruvarur - Karaikkal line which is in 

Pondicherry.  You have to add Pondicherry.  We want to add these small States.  

We want Pondicherry also to get the benefit of railway linkage and an additional 

fund should be given immediately to Thiruvarur - Karaikkal line to complete the 

project.   

17.00 hrs 
 Now, I would like to say something about Karaikkal-Nagore-

Nagapattinam-Velankanni.  Velankanni is a very important shrine; Nagore is also 

a very important place not only for minorities but also for other communities.  

Velankanni is a place which is worshipped by the Christians.  The other 

communities people also go there for worship.  I would like to request the hon. 

Minister to allocate some more funds - it needs to be given some boost too - so 

that the remaining projects can be implemented in this year itself. 



17.01 hrs.  (Shrimati Sumitra Mahajan in the Chair) 

 Now, I would like to say something about Tiruchendur-Tirunelveli.  I would 

like to add here that this particular project is more or less in the stage of 

completion - 70 per cent works is over and 30 per cent work is pending.  I would 

humbly request the hon. Minister to release some more funds immediately so 

that we will get the facilities without any further loss of time. 

 Madam, as suggested railway is one of the very important factors not only 

connecting the people but also connecting the minds, connecting the 

communities and others.  It needs to be broad-based and need-based as well so 

that the railway system is on par with all over the country in a phased and 

equitable manner.  The other day we, the Tamil Nadu MPs, met the hon. Railway 

Minister personally and our leaders gave representations to the hon. Minister.  

Our request has not been acceded so far to the satisfaction of our MPs.  We, the 

40 Members, constitute this august House and this Government.  I urge upon the 

Government, through you, that the needs of our people and our Members should 

be considered favourably.  I also request the hon. Railway Minister to consider 

about the Salem Railway Division and also other requests I made with regard to 

Tamil Nadu projects.  In due course, I would also request him to consider the 

pending projects for early clearance, maybe in respect of broad gauge, 

electrification, doubling of lines, extra-connectivity and extension of trains in 

Tamil Nadu without any further loss of time.  This is my humble request. 

 As I said, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Pondicherry, West Bengal, Assam and 

almost all over India, the hon. Minister would see the aspirations of all the 

Members of Parliament, maybe from this side or that side.  We have to provide 

facilities - be it Chandigarh, Punjab and Kashmir.  The hon. Minister should 

consider this venture.  By this, I support this Appropriation (Railways) No. 5 Bill, 

2005. 

  

 

SHRIMATI C.S. SUJATHA (MAVELIKARA): Thank you Madam Chairman.  I 

thank you for giving me this opportunity to participate in this discussion.  The 



development of railway system is the basic requirement for the economic 

development.  It is a fact that our Railway system is the biggest in the world. 

 The country has achieved a great deal of development in this area. But, I 

think, there are certain lacunae in the development pattern. We failed to provide 

equal opportunities to all regions and States for development the railway 

network. Various regions and States are still being neglected and this is 

hampering the overall economic development of these areas. My State Kerala is 

an example. We have been continuously raising this issue, but adequate 

attention is not given by the authorities concerned. 

 Madam, there were reports that the work on many of the railway projects 

in South India are not progressing due to inadequate fund allocation. It includes 

many projects in the State of Kerala too. Necessary funds should immediately be 

released to speed up the ongoing works. 

 The issue of doubling of lines is not being addressed satisfactory. It is the 

most urgent work required for the overall development of the State. It has to be 

done and also electrification, computerisation, opening of Information Centres, 

Touch Screen facilities, increasing platform length, platform shelters, construction 

of ROBs etc. have to be taken up. The doubling work in Ernakulam-Kayankulam 

sector via Kottayam has to be expedited by providing adequate funds. Then, 

there is a need for additional trains, coaches and increasing the number of 

general compartments to help ordinary passengers. 

 Madam, Kerala Express is the only train from North India to 

Thiruvananthapuram via Kottayam. Till the presentation of last Railway Budget, it 

used to stop at Changannassery. Now this stop has been removed. This has 

caused hardship to passengers in this area. I request the Government to restore 

the stop for Kerala Express at Changannassery and also allow a stop for this 

train at Mavelikara. 

 Then, Shoranur is very important in the railway map of Kerala. The lines 

from Kozhikode, Palakkad and from Southern Kerala converge at this point. But 

the lack of adequate facilities and space forces many of the trains not touching 

this station. There was a proposal for construction of a Triangular Railway Station 



at Shoranur, but the development of Shoranur still remains unattended. The 

situation is the same at the stations of Kayankulam and Chengannur. 

Kayankulam was declared as a Model Railway Station and Junction during the 

previous Government's time, but nothing has been done to increase the facilities 

and infrastructure there. 

 Madam, Chengannur is the major stop over point for the lakhs of pilgrims 

enroute the famous temple at Sabarimala. There is utter chaos during the period 

of pilgrimage. There are no proper facilities arranged for the pilgrims who come 

from all over the country. There are booths and centres put up by voluntary 

organisations to provide necessary assistance and help to the pilgrims in the 

premises of Chengannur Railway Station. Now the Railway authorities have 

imposed deposits and fees for setting up such stalls. The Railway authorities 

have stopped providing even electricity to these stalls. It is ridiculous. On the one 

hand, the Railway authorities keep away from their responsibilities and on the 

other hand, they are preventing others from extending help to these pilgrims. 

This station contributes enormously in the revenue earnings of the Railways. 

 Madam, another very important issue is related to the Railway porters.  

There are about 1,50,000 licensed porters all over the country.  The Railways 

have restricted the volume of parcel carried by passengers and also in the break 

vans.  Along with this, offloading parcel service to private contractors further 

shrunk the employment opportunities of these poor porters causing 

unprecedented hardships to them and to their families.  Such anti-poor measures 

have to be withdrawn. 

 The Railways have recently revised the parking fee on the vehicles parked 

in the Railway vicinities.  There is an increase of five times and more.  This is 

putting enormous financial burden on the ordinary daily passengers, who mostly 

depend on two wheelers to reach at the respective stations.  The auto-rickshaw 

and taxi operators are also over burdened.  They are mostly self-employed and 

cannot afford the steep hike. 

 Madam, Kerala suffers from lack of railway development.  There are many 

issues.  Special attention has to be paid in this area.  For the State's 



comprehensive railway development, it is essential to set up a Railway Zone 

centred in the State. The people of the State have been time and again 

demanding this.  I would request the Government to consider this request of the 

people of Kerala. 
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*DR. M. JAGANNATH (NAGAR KURNOOL): Our Indian Railways is the Asia's 

biggest Railway system with following infrastructure. 

63,122 K.M. Track    1 Lakh signals 
8,081 stations    40,000 level crossings 
14,761 trains daily    6 lakh operational and 
14 million passengers travel  maintenance staff 
Daily 

 

 Our Railways travel is the cheapest mode of transport for poorer Section 

of the society. 

 Directly it might be giving employment to few lakhs only.  But indirectly it 

provides employment for crores of people. 

 People used to feel proud to travel by Railways some time back but now 

they are scared to travel by railway because of recent incidents. 

 People are questing how safe is the Railway travel with the following Data 

of Accidents. 

 Derailments 75% all accidents and 14% of Fatalities. 

 Level crossings 16% of all accidents and 46% all fatalities. 

 Collision 7% of all accidents and 38% all fatalities. 



 Now we have to sit and introspect ourselves whether railways are living 

upto the expectations of people of India. 

 Notwithstanding with the realities and un mindful of long term interests of 

this vital infrastructure in sustaining the national's economic and industrial 

growth.  The successive railway minister's have their own railway agenda. 

 Budget allocations were un realistic causing the back log of projects like 

gauge conversion, new lines, doubling and safety measures. 

 There is whooping Rs. 30,000 crores require for only gauge conversion 

which might take 10 to 20 years to complete depending up on the availability of 

financial resources. 

*Laid on the Table. 

 
TRAIN ACCIDENTS: 
 The Train accidents over the last decade is increasing the number every 

year.  The most attributed fact is human failure.  No action is coming forth to 

correct this aspect.  This shows the deep root of disillusionment with the political 

leadership and indiscipline that has settle in. 

 The Train accidents which occurred Velugonda of Nalgonda district of 

Andhra Pradesh shows how casual we are inspite of such measure mishap 

where hundreds of people lost their lives.  And crores rupee of property loss. 

 Instead of we introspecting ourselves and correcting we are trying to the 

cover up the episode in such a manner which is a shameful act. 

SAFETY MEASURES : 
 There are thousands of old bridges and thousands kilometers old tracks 

which are to be re built and replaced.  But we are not sensitive to those works 

unless a major mishap is taking place. 

 On the safety aspect much concentration to be shown we should try to 

adopt world class safety measures for the safety of passengers and goods. 



STATE OF ANDHRA PRADESH : 
 Coming to my own state of Andhra Pradesh gradually the budgetary 

allocations are getting reducing in all the departments whether it is new lines, 

gauge conversions, doubling and on the safety measures. 

 I request the Hon'ble Railway Minister to increase the allocation for the 

state of Andhra Pradesh. 

 Now I request the Hon'ble Railway Minster to 

1. Take necessary steps to doubling the Secunderabad - 

Dronachalam Section as it is becoming the very busy route for the 

south bound trains. 

2. Electrification of Railway track between Secunderabad and 

Dronachalam Section. 

3. Construction of Road under Bridge (RUB) at Jedcherla Railway 

Station between Jedcherla and Gollapalli Railway Stations. 

4. Construction of ROB's at Yenugonda level crossing gate and 

Gadwal level crossing gate near Gadwal Railway Station. 

5. Provision of stoppage for Dharmavaram Express at Jedcherla 

Railway Station. 

6. Stoppage of all the passenger trains which passes through Kotturu 

Railway station between Secunderabad and Dronachalam section. 

7. Construction of new Railway line between Gadwal and Macherle for 

which survey had been already conducted. 

With this I support the supplementary grants for Railways on behalf of 
TDP and on my personal behalf. 

 

 

 



SHRIMATI V. RADHIKA SELVI (TIRUCHENDUR): Thank you, Madam 

Chairperson, for giving me this opportunity to speak on Supplementary Demands 

for Grants of the Ministry of Railways. I also thank our beloved Leader, Dr. 

Kalaignar Karunanidhi, and Tamils' Jupiter, our Thalapathi Thiru M.K. Stalin, 

whithout whom I would not be here. 

 The Indian Railways has played a very vital role in the development of our 

country. Development of railways is of paramount importance for the growth of 

our country. Throughout the world, the Indian railways has the longest route from 

North to South and East to West. We have to do a lot to improve our railway 

system. Our hon. Minister of Railways, Shri Lalu Prasad, and the hon. Minister of 

State, Thiru R. Velu, have taken a number of steps to improve the system. 

 I am representing the Tiruchendur  constituency which is at the southern 

tip of India, in which the famous Kanyakumari is located. Kanyakumari is a very 

famous tourist spot in which the 133-foot tall Thiruvalluvar statue has been 

erected by our beloved Leader, Kalaignar Karunanidhi. The confluence of the 

Bay of Bengal, the Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean is the fascination of 

Kanyakumari. The famous Vivekananda Rock Memorial is situated at about 200 

metres off the shore. People from all over India and abroad visit Kanyakumari 

throughout the year to see these places. 

 The Railways plays a major role in bringing people from all over India to 

Kanyakumari. The railway reservation counters at Kanyakumari were working 

from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. earlier. Now, the reservation counters are working only from 

8 a.m. to 2 p.m., causing inconvenience to tourists and also to the people living in 

and around Kanyakumari. So, the earlier working hours of these reservation 

counters should be restored. 

 The Mumbai-Nagercoil Express is run only for four days a week. It runs to 

full capacity on al the four days but it is not run on Saturdays and Sundays. Since 

the train is running to full capacity for four days a week, it should be run on all 

seven days. Moreover, Kanyakumari being a tourist centre, this train could be 

extended up to Kanyakumari.  By doing this, the Railways could earn more 



revenue. I would request the hon. Minister to make Kanyakumari, which is the 

southern tip of India, as a model railway station. 

 To benefit the students, workers and office-goers, the Chennai to 

Kanyakumari doubling of BG track should be provided. These passengers are 

unable to report for their duties on time because there is only a single line. It is 

high time that Valliyur and Nazareth railway stations are computerised. There 

has been a long pending demand from the people of my constituency for gauge 

conversion between Tirunelveli and Tiruchendur. 

 Tiruchendur is one of the most important pilgrimage centres in Tamil 

Nadu. Lord Muruga's temple in Tamil Nadu is a world renowned one. Many arts 

and professional colleges are situated in this area and students from all over 

India are studying in them. So, rail transport is very important for people in this 

section. 

 Arumuganeri, which is near Tiruchendur is well known for production of 

salt. The salt producers find it very difficult to transport salt from Arumuganeri by 

train. 

They have to send salt by metre gauge up to Tirunelvelli and by broad 

gauge to other parts from Tirunelvelli. They incur double loading charges 

because of this. To put an end to salt producers' problem, the gauge conversion 

is a must and needs immediate action. Moreover, 90 per cent of works in minor 

bridges have been completed. Except one or two, all the works in major bridges 

have also been completed. The Railway Department can finish gauge conversion 

between Tirunelvelli and Tiruchendur with minimum amount and in least time. 

So, I would humbly request the hon. Railway Minister, Shri Lalu Prasad, to 

consider gauge conversion from Tirunelvelli to Tiruchendur. I hope and trust that 

the wish of people of my constituency will come true with words of sanction by 

your goodself at the time of reply today since this is the immediate necessity for 

my Tiruchendur constituency.  

 Coimbatore, Nilgiri, Salem, Erode, Dharmapuri, Namakkal, Villupuram, 

Thiruvannamalai, Krishnagiri and Cuddalore areas are under the administrative 

control of Palakkad Division. The officers who are working in Tamil Nadu are 



facing many hardships in respect of their administration. Even the public face 

difficulty with respect to their ticket reservation and confirmation of berths. We 

request your goodself to have an additional division in Salem.  

 With these words, I support the Supplementary Demands for Grant 

(Railways) for 2005-06 on behalf of DMK. 
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*SHRI SANTASRI CHATTERJEE (SERAMPORE): Hon'ble Railway Minister may 

kindly consider the following. 

1. Improvement of passenger amenities in Howrah to Sealdah Station. 

2. To take up development programme of Sheorahauli, Serampore, 

Dankuni, Janai, Uttarpara, Konagore stations on the Eastern 

Railway. 

3. To take up further development programme in Howrah - Amta line 

of the South Eastern Railway so as to care to the needs of the 

passengers. 

4. To take up construction of R.O.Bs in some areas of West Bengal in 

consultation with the State Government. 

5. To expedite the work of sanctioned R.O.Bs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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*SHRI BRAJA KISHORE TRIPATHY (PURI): Hon'ble Speaker Sir, As per the 

direction of the chair, I am submitting my speech on the Supplementary 

Demands for grants for Railways for the year 2005-06. Sir, I am approaching 

through you to Hon'ble Minister of Railways for allotment of additional funds in 

the supplementary budget for expediting the ongoing Railway development 

project and inclusion of new projects, which have not been covered in the 

Railway Budget for 2005-2006. 

Mr. Speaker Sir, as you are aware Orissa is located in the East Coast of 

India and has population of 3.68 crores and having an area of 1,56,000 KMs, the 

State has one of the lowest per capita Income coupled with inadequate rail 

infrastructure albeit having endowed with abundant minerals resources like Iron 

Ore, Chrome, Bauxite and Manganese etc.  Against the national average of 19 

Kms./1000 Sq. Kms., Orissa has a route length of 15.03 Kms. only. Neighboring 

states like Bihar and West Bengal have a railway route length to the extent of 30 

Kms. and 42 Kms. respectively. in near future various corporate houses will 

invest for setting up of Mega Steel Plants, Aluminum plants and major industries 

and the generation of additional traffic in the State is expected to be 40 million 

tones by 2010. The establishment of a separate zonal railway headquarters at 

Bhubaneswar I.e. East Coast Railway has generated substantial revenue for 

Indian Railways.  

 Hon'ble Speaker Sir, East Coast Railways was made operational from 1st 

April, 2003 with Sambalpur, Khurda Road and waltair divisions. The Jurisdiction 

of the Sambalpur division has been reduced affecting the viability of the division. 

To ensure Sambalpur division as profit centre, Ministry of Railways is requested 

that its territorial jurisdiction to include the (a) Jharsuguda-Himgir, (b) 

Jharsuguda-Barsuan/Kiriburu (c) Rourkela-Nuagaon sections. East Coast 

Railways had transported 64 million tones freight in 2003-04. The operating ratio 

is 63% perhaps one of the lowest in Indian Railways. It is necessary that all 

requirements of infrastructural development for East  

*Laid on the Table. 



Coast Railways should be expeditiously completed. At present since Sundargarh 

district has also got tremendous potential for Iron Ore and other mineral based 

industries, Ministry of Railways may consider creation of new division with 

Headquarter either at Rourkela or at-Jharsuguda with Jurisdiction of Jharsuguda-

Himgir, Jharsuguda-Barsuan/Kiriburu and Rourkela-Nuagaon sections 

The Govt. of Orissa had presented a memorandum to the Ministry of 

Railways for allotment of more funds towards ongoing projects like B.G., Rail 

Links, Gauge Conversion, Doubling and Electrification etc during 2005-06, but 

this is not reflected in the Supplemented Budget also. The Ministry should 

complete the sanctioned projects amounting to Rs. 4825.99 crore within next 5 

years and make the State of Orissa profit centre for the Ministry of Railways. I 

had requested the Railway Minister through you in my Railway Budget Speech to 

allot funds for 2005-06 in this manner.  

 
SL No. Name of the Project Estimated  Actual  Proposed  
 Cost Allocation for Allocation 
for  
  2004-2005 2005-06 
 (Rs. In crores)         (Rs. incrores) (Rs. in 
crores) 
NEW LINES : 
1. Daitari-Banspani 90.60 83.00 (RVNL) 100.00 

2. Lanjigarh Road-Junagarh 119.29 8.00  80.00 

3. Khurda Road-Bolangir 700.00 15.38 70.00 

4. Haridaspur-Paradeep 344.54 6.00  40.00 

      

         (RVNL) 

5. Angul-Duburi-Sukinda Road  441.92 2.00   20.00 

6. Talcher-Bimalagarh 727.00 5.00   10.00 

 

ELECTRIFICATION  
1. Kharagpur-Nimpura-   323.48   

Bhubaneswar    36.00    100.00 



2. Bhubaneswar-Visakhapatnam  294.00      35.00  

  

 



GAUGE CONVERSION 
1. Rupsa-Bangriposi   80.00   27.54  60.00 

2. Naupada-Gunupur   91.30   15.00  50.00 

DOUBLING 
1. Nirgundi-Cuttack- 

    Raghunathpur   123.68   15.00 

2. Rahama-Paradeep    63.47   11.90 

3. Titilagarh-Lanjigarh Road  100.05   20.00 

 250.00 

4. Raja Athagarh-Nirgundi   71.85       1.00 

5. Raghunathpur-Gorakhnath   67.89       0.01 

6. Rahama  

    Raj Athagarh-Baranga    178.98  15.00 (RVNL) 

7. 2nd Bridge on Birupa & Mahanadi  109.45  11.00 

(RVNL) 

8. Khurda Rd.-Puri       48.00  10.00 

9. Cuttack-Baranga      127.13  20.00 

(RVNL) 

10. Khurda-Baranga 3rd Line   133.41  10.00 

(RVNL) 

11. Sambalpur-Rengali      70.37  10.00 

12. Jharsuguda Byepass      1962      3.50 

                    ----------------  -----------------    ------

-- 

 Grand Total         4825.99  366.34          
780.00 

 
However, regrettably I have to say through you Speaker Sir, that the same 

has not been given adequate attention and the aspirations of the people of 

Orissa has been totally ignored. 



Mr. Speaker Sir, I would also like to elaborate some of the major projects 

in Orissa, which deserve immediate attention of the Railways: 

Doubling of existing Railway Lines.  
 

1 (a) Doubling of Khurda Road-Puri railway line in view of importance of 
Puri from  international Tourism point.  

           Khurda road-Puri railway track is of more than 100 years old and is the 

only railway line connecting Shri Jagannath Dham. The track is already 

100% saturated. Though phase I work of the track had begun 4 years 

back, yet no satisfactory progress has been made so far and there is no 

sanction for phase II Work. In the Railway Budget-2005-06 only Rs.10/- 

crore has been earmarked, which is inadequate for completion of this 

project. Considering Puri as a national and international tourist centre  the 

doubling work may be undertaken expeditiously.   I would request you the 

Hon'ble Minister to allot the requisite funds in the supplementary Budget 

for completion of Phase-I work and  make provision of sanction for 

expediting the Phase-II work.   

b)  Daitari-Bansapani B.G. rail links ( 155) Kms. Since the Industrial 

scenario has been changed in the area dramatically and private parities 

are interested to set up Steel Plants in a big way.  Ministry of Railways 

therefore is requested to sanction in supplementary Budget for doubling of 

Daitari-Bansapani B.G. Rail links in 2005-06 and also sanction 

electrification in view of the fact that East Coast from Bhubaneswar-

Palasa has already been electrified.    

 

C) Talcher-Sambalpur B.G. rail links:- This was commissioned in the year 

1998 which has reduced the distance from Bhubaneswar-New Delhi by 

150 Kms. The Ministry of Railways is therefore requested to sanction 

doubling of Talcher B.G. rail links.  

 It is also requested that doubling of Nirgundi - Cuttack,-Ragunathpur, 

Rahama - Paradeep Rail Line may be completed at the earliest. Titilagarh 



- Lanjigarh Road, Raj Athagarh - Nirgundi, Raghunathpur - Gorakhnath, 

Rahama - Raj Athagarh - Barang, 2nd Bridge on Birupa & Mahandi, 

Cuttack - Barang, Khurda - Barang 3rd Line, Sambalpur - Rengali, 

Jharsuguda Byepass Railway lines which had in progress may be 

expedited for early completion. The allocation of 0.01 crore each to in 

Budget-2005-06 for doubling of Raghunathpur-Gorakhpur- Rahama, 

Rajaathagarh-Nirgundi and Rahama-Paradeep  Lines is like peanut.  

Doubling of Nirgundi-Cuttack-Raghunathpur require Rs.15/- crore whereas 

in the Budget only Rs.8.97/- crore had been allotted.  Mr. Speaker Sir, for 

the doubling of Titilagarh - Lanjigarh Road a demand of Rs.250/- crore 

was made by the Govt. of Orissa, whereas only Rs.10/- crore had been 

allotted.  Mr. Speaker  

 

Sir, for doubling of Rahama-Rajaathagarh-Baranga Line, second Bridge 

on Birupa and Mahanadi, Cuttack-Baranga Line and Khurda-Baranga third 

line in the Budget-2005-06  Rs.30.00/- crore, Rs.28.60/- crore, Rs.30/- 

crores and  Rs. 30/- crores respectively had been allotted, which was 

entrusted to Rail Vikash Nigam Ltd. (RVNL). The past experience shows 

RVNL didn't spend more than 5% of the total allotment and the same was 

an eye wash on the part of Railway so far as allotment for the doubling of 

these projects in Orissa is concerned. Allocation of Rs.10.70/- crore for 

doubling of Sambalpur-Rengali Line was totally inadequate. But inspite of 

our  request there is no provision for these projects in the Supplementary 

Budget too.   

  Electrification:  
 Work for Electrification is in progress from Kharagpur-Bhubaneswar. A 

stretch of 200 Kms between Palasa to Bhubaneswar was commissioned 

on 27-03-2004. Ministry of Railways was requested to allot Rs. 100/- 

crores against sanctioned amount in 71/- crores in 2004-05 keeping in 

view the progress and early completion. But it was not resulted, hence 

more funds should be allotted in the Supplementary Budget for expediting 



this electrification project. Mr. Speaker Sir, I am requesting for sufficient 

fund allocation for Koraput-Rayagarh electrification project against 

Rs.0.1/- crore allotted in 2005-06 Railway Budget, but there is no provision 

in the Supplementary Budget also.  

New Lines: 
Khurda Road-Bolangir (289 Kms.):- The land acquisition is in progress 

Ministry of Railways was requested for allotment of Rs.70/- crore for 2005-

06 for construction and land acquisition in 6 districts.  In the Budget-2005-

06 only Rs.10/- crores had been allotted, which was very small amount 

against the  projected demand of Rs.70/-crores for 2005-06. Hence an 

additional amount of atleast 50 crore to be allotted in the Supplementary 

Budget. 

Haridashpur-Paradeep (78 Kms):- The projected traffic flow for Steel 

Plants in Duburi-Kalinga Nagar complex is expected to rise by 2010.  

Ministry of Railways is requested to allot additional 20 crores in the 

Supplementary Budget against the allotment of 20 crores in the Railway 

Budget-2005-06.  

 

Angul-Duburi -Sukinda Road (90 Kms.):- The final location survey for 

this project has been completed and land acquisition will commence 

shortly. Ministry of Railways is requested to allocate Rs.20 crores in 

Supplementary Budget of 2005-06 to enable land acquisition, but an 

allotment of Rs. 0.10/- crore only in Railway Budget 2005-06 is minuscule. 
Talcher-Bimlagarh (154 Kms):- Project has been sanctioned in the year 

2004-05 and land acquisition work is to be commenced. Ministry of 

Railways is requested allocation of Rs.10 crores for 2005-06.  Against this 

demand of Rs.10/-crore, in the Budget only Rs.5/- crore had been 

allocated. I would request Hon'ble Railway Minister through you Speaker 

Sir, for allotment of another Rs.5/-crore in Supplementary Budget . 

Lanjigarh Road-Junagarh (54 Kms.) :- All private and Govt. land 

between Lanjigarh-Bhawanipatna have been handed over for 



construction. Earth work is in progress in all the sections. Since some 

private parties are setting up of Alumina/Aluminium Plants. Ministry of 

Railways was requested to make a provision of Rs.80 crores for 2005-06 

for construction between Lanjigarh-Bhawanipatana as well as to start land 

acquistiion work between Bhawanipatna-Junagarh. Mr. Speaker Sir, only 

Rs.8/- crore has been  allocated in the Railway Budget which was 

insufficient and I would request that an amount of 50 crores to be allotted 

in Supplementary Budget to keep the project going. 

 Daitari-Bansapani Rail links ( 155 Kms):  All the private, forest and 

Govt. land have been handed over for construction. Work is in progress 

from Keonjhar to Tomka (98 Kms). it was targeted  that Daitary-Bansapani 

Rail links to be completed by Dec, 2005, because bridges of the slow 

progress it may not be possible. 

Gauge conversion:   
Rupsa-Bangiriposi (89 Kms.) conversion work is under progress Ministry 

of Railways was requested to allot Rs. 60 crore for 2005-06 and complete 

the conversion at the earliest. As against the demand for Rs.60/- crore 

nearly Rs.3/- crore has been allocated in the Budget 2005-06. Hence I 

would request for additional allotment  of Rs.40 crore in Supplementary 

Budget to expedite the project. 

Nuapara-Gunupur (90 Kms.) conversion work has commenced with land 

acquisition. Final location survey has been completed. Ministry of 

Railways was requested for an amount of Rs. 50/- crore for 2005-06. As 

against the demand of Rs.50/- crore only Rs.5/- had been allocated in the 

Railway Budget 2005-06. Hence, Mr. Speaker Sir, I would request through 

you to the Hon'ble Railway Minister for allotment of Rs. 20/-crores in the 

Supplementary Budget for expediting the project. 

New Lines and Surveys.  
Mr. Speaker Sir, I would also like to request to Hon'ble Minister for 

Railways through you for sanction of funds in the Supplementary Budget 

for five new B.G. Rail Links. 



a.  Conversion & Extension of Nuapada-Gunupur B.G. Rail Link to 
Theruvali (79 Kms.) 
A traffic survey was completed in March, 1999 for extension of the 

Converted Nuapada-Gunupur B.G. Rail Link to Theruvali with a favourable 

rate of return.  

The Extension will enable import and Export of cargo via-Gopalpur Port.  

Although this project has been incorporated in the Budget speech of the 

Hon'ble Railway Minister no budgetary provision has been made in this 

regard.  

b. Jeypore-Malkangiri (117 Kms.): 
This broad-gauge rail link for which a survey report has been submitted to 

Ministry of Railways which forms a part of the most backward districts of 

Orissa i.e. KBK area, which has been accorded special status by Govt. of 

India for speedy development. This requires immediate implementation.  

c.  Talcher-Gopalpur (245 Kms)  
The survey report of Talcher-Gopalpur Broad-gauge Rail Link line 

submitted to Ministry of Railways indicated a favourable rate of return. The 

recent thrust of industrialization with setting up a of Steel, Power and 

Aluminum Plants would require a dedicated Railway link between Talcher 

to Gopalpur (Special Economic Zone) for export and import of raw 

material and finished products.  No action has been taken in the present 

Supplementary Budget also.  

 

d) Bargarh-Nuapada-Via-Padmapur (120 Kms):  
Survey for this Broad-gauge Rail link was completed and report submitted 

to the Ministry of Railways. Rail infrastructure in Western Orissa is not 

developed adequately despite a large number of industries and heavy 

production of food grains. This B.G. Rail link will traverse through acutely 

backward areas of the State, and ensure economic development.  

e) Puri-Konark (35 Kms.) : Puri attracts thousands of pilgrims to visit the 

temple of Lord Jagannath regularly. The famous Sun Temple is located at 



Konark. This monument is famous throughout the world and is visited by 

thousand of tourists every year. Considering all these aspects a survey 

was completed for construction of New B.G. Rail Link between Puri-

konark on the year 1997. This link will facilitate visits by the tourists and 

pilgrims to the last link of the golden triangle.  

   

For Bargarh-Nuapada-Via-Padmapur (120 Kms): and Puri-Konark (35 

Kms.) although Hon'ble Railway Minister has announced for further detailed 

survey, no funds have been allocated in the Supplementary Budget 

I would also request to Hon'ble Railway Minister through you for allotment 

of funds in the Supplementary Budget for five surveys.  

(a) Gopalpur-Rayagada (282 Kms) : 
All Bauxite deposits are located in Rayagada and Kalahandi area. 

Recently, Government of Orissa has signed number of  Memorandums of 

understanding (MOU)  for setting up of Aluminium industries for production 

of Alumina and Aluminium. Therefore, sanction of a survey is imperative to 

cater to the traffic that will be generated.  

(b) Jaleswar-Digha (40 Kms): 
Digha is a popular beach resort which will be connected from Tamluk. It is 

necessary that a survey be sanctioned from Jaleswar to Digha a stretch of 

40 Kms. so that the vast areas in Bhogarai and Jaleswar Block can be 

connected. Although this project has been announced, no funds have 

been allocated.  

 

(c)  Jajpur Keonjhar Road-Jajpur (30 Kms.): 
 Biraja Khetra at jajpur Town is a famous place of Piligrimage in India at 

Par with Dwaraka and Kasi. A large number of pilgrims visit this area 

regularly. The Ministry of Railways is requested to sanction a survey for 

extension of the East Coast Railway line from Jajpur-Keonjhar Road to 

Jajpur.  

(d) Gorumahisani To Buramara (35 Kms.) 



Work is in progress for gauge conversion of Rupsa-Bangiriposi N.G. Rail 

Link. However, a survey may be sanctioned for linking Gorumahisani on 

Tata-badampahar B.G. Rail Link to Buramara on Rupsa-Bangiriposi Rail 

Link.  

(e) Badampahar To Keonjhar (70 Kms.) 
A survey needs to be sanctioned between Badampahar to keonjhar which 

shall link the rich iron ore area with Tatanagar.  

Mr. Speaker Sir, the state of Orissa is far short of number of Trains in 

proportion to its area and population, I would like to request the Hon'ble Railway 

Minister through you for introduction of several new trains and other amenities for 

passengers benefit.   

(a) Super-fast Express from Puri-Jaipur:  There is no direct train service 

from Puri to pink city of Jaipur. Introduction of a Train Services from Puri-

Jaipur, Via-Sambalpur, and Raipur will enable tourists and pilgrims from 

Central and Western India to come to Orissa and this service will 

immensely benefit people of western Orissa. Although Jaipur-Bilashpur 

Express Train has been extended to Bhubaneswar in the Budget Speech 

of Railway Minister, this train should further to be extended to Puri. 

Necessary provision should be made in the Supplementary Budget. 

(b) Super-fast Express from Sambalpur to Allahabad: 
There is no direct train from sambalpur to Allahabad in order to meet the 

growing demand of traffic from Western Orissa. Introduction of a train from 

Sambalpur to Allahabad Via-Ranchi and Gaya will enable the people of 

Western Orissa to Visit important places of pilgrimage.  



(c) Super-fast Express Train from Bhubaneswar to Kanyakumari: 
There is no direct train originating from Bhubaneswar to South India. A 

train from Bhubaneswar to Kanyakumari via Chennai shall go a long way 

in carrying pilgrims and tourists from Orissa to various places in South 

India.  

 (d) Inter City Express between Koraput and Rourkela Via-Rayagada.  
The Raipur-Vizianagram-Koraput Kirandul B.G. rail link passes through 

the most backward areas of the state like Koraput. Bolangir and 

Sundargarh. An Inter City Express linking Rourkela with these areas of 

this state will give the much needed impetus for business and commerce 

of the area. 

 (e) Express Train from Titilagarh to Puri, Via-Sambalpur: 
Presently there is no direct train from Titilagarh area to cater the needs of 

Western Orissa. Introduction of Express Train on this route will provide 

relief to the people and also ensure emotional, social integration with 

costal Orissa.  

(f) Express Train from Visakhapatnam to Howrah-Titilagarh, Raipur & 
Bilaspur:  
The area from Visakhapatnam to Titlagarh is backward and requires 

additional train services to ensure increase of commerce and trading with 

neighboring states.  

(g) New Puri-Hyderabad Express and  New Puri-Chennai Express :-  
There is no direct Train Link from pilgrim centre of Puri famous for Lord 

Jagannath to South India. Two direct trains from Puri-Hyaderabad and 

Puri-Chennai will fabulously benefit pilgrims of South India and people of 

Puri and Orissa. 

Introduction of EMU Services:  

Electrification work between Khargpur - Bhubaneswar is in progress and 

stretch of 200 kms between Palasa to Bhubaneswar has been 

commissioned. Ministry of Railways is requested to introduce fast Moving 



EMU Trains from Puri-Palasa and Puri-Balasore to cater to the need of 

passengers of Puri-Khurda Road-Bhubaneswar and Balasore.  

Mr. Speaker Sir I would like to request the Hon'ble Railway Minister 

through you for increasing in frequency of the existing trains.  

 

Visakhapatnam-Nizamuddin Express Train may be increase to daily from 

3 days in a week to cater the need of passengers traveling from Western 

Orissa to the capital of India. The frequency of New Delhi-Bhubaneswar 

Rajdhani Express may be increase from 4 days to 7 days in week. In 

remaining three days the Rajdhani Express may be run Via-Samabalpur, 

Rourkela and Ranchi. The frequency of Puri-Ahmedabad Express Via-

Sambalpur and Vizianagaram may be increased to facilitate journey of 

large number of workers from Orissa employed in Gujurat. It is requested 

that the frequency of this train  Via-Sambalpur may be increased to thrice 

a week and via-Vizianagarm to four days in a week. The frequency of 

Bhubaneswar-Kurla Express may be increased to three days in week. 

This train is immensely popular by passengers traveling from Western 

Orissa. Frequency of Puri - Tirupati Express which is running once in a 

week may be increased and converted it as a daily. Since large number of 

fishermen folk are visiting Puri and have business connections, the Puri-

Tirupati Express may be having an additional stoppage at 'Tuni' Railway 

Station under South Central Railway. 

 Extension of Trains.  
At present there is no direct train available for the people of South Orissa 

for linking New Delhi the capital of India. The Ministry of Railways is 

requested to extend the Bhubaneswar-Nizamuddin Express to 

Visakhapatnam with more coaches in order to cater to passengers from 

Palasa, Barhampur, Chhatrapur and Balugaon.  The introduction of 

Bhubaneswar-Bangalore Express has helped in IT Education and Medical 

Treatment for the students and people of Orissa. The Ministry of Railways 

is requested to extend the Bangalore-Visakhapatnam Express to  



Bhubaneswar or alternately increase  the frequency of Bhubaneswar - 

Banglore Express as daily.   

The Ministry of Railway has introduced an Express Train from 

Sambalpur to Raipur this may be extended to Puri as this will facilitate a 

direct link between the capitals of two states. Mr. Speaker Sir, I am 

requesting the Hon'ble Railway Minister through you  that even though the 

existing Hirakund Express from Nizamuddin to Bhubaneswar has been 

extended up to Visakhapatnam considering its long distance provision of 

pantry car may be made, introduction of three tier AC and the frequency 

should be increased   from 3 days in a week to daily service.  

Passenger amenities:  
Ministry of Railways has requested for increase in passenger amenities for 

Orissa. with the creation of Ease Coast Railway and its Headquarters 

established in Bhubaneswar the aspiration of people of Orissa for better 

infrastructural developments of the stations has increased manifold.  The 

Ministry of Railways  was  requested   to improve passenger   amenities at 

Puri, Titlagarh, Rayagarha, Raigarha, Koraput, Kessinga, Chattrapur, 

Balugaon, Jaleswar and Balangir Stations. The Ministry is also requested 

to further increase the network computerized reservation at Baragarh, 

Sakhigopal, Kuhudi, Kalupadaghat,  Balugaon, Chattrapur, Hirakud, 

Khariar Road. Jaleswar and Sora Stations. Janakideipur Railway Station 

may be developed as a full-fledged Railway Station to cater for a large 

chunk of people.   

 Establishment of passenger halt at Indrayumna, Puri.  
I would like to brief you on this project that for the establishment of a 

passenger halt at Indradyumna near Puri under Khurda Road Division, the 

Railways had conducted a survey and asked for certain information. 

Though the necessary information has been provided to the Railways and 

the proposal is a financially viable one, no further progress has been 

made. I would request the Hon'ble Railway Minister through you 



Mr.Speaker Sir, that in the Supplementary Budget. This project should 

accord sanction. 

Introduction of Pantry Car:  
Some long distant trains originating from are not provided with 

Pantry Services, Ministry of Railways is requested for pantry car services 

for Bhubaneswar-Bangalore Express (8415/8416). Bhubaneswar-Kurla 

Express 1045/1046 and Puri-Tirupati Express (8439/8440). Necessary 

provision of funds in this regard may be made in the Supplementary 

Budget. 

 



  Coaching Terminals: 
Orissa has only one coaching terminal at Bhubaneswar, which is 

land locked and inhibits expansion. This terminal should be expanded in 

order to accommodate more number of Trains.  

The Coaching Terminal at Puri, which has been closed, may be 

revived in order to accommodate more number of trains. Proper coaching 

terminals may be developed Barhampur, Sambalpur and Koraput.  

At length I would request through you Mr. Speaker Sir, for sanction 

of atleast an additional amount of Rs.425 crores in the Supplementary 

Budget for the ongoing projects and also accord necessary sanction for 

the new lines in the Supplementary Budget 2005-06. I would urge the 

Hon'ble Railway Minister through you Speaker Sir, for allotment of this 

amount in the Supplementary Budget and sanction of Rs.4825/- crores 

within next five years, which will go a long way in developing infrastructure 

for the Railways in the State of Orissa and culminate in overall economic 

growth of the State.  
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18.00 hrs. 
*SHRI BRAHMANANDA PANDA (JAGATSINGHPUR): Madam Chairperson, I 

sincerely thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak on the supplementary 

Demand for Grants on Railways.  As you are well aware Orissa is full of natural 

resources.  For a very long time Orissa has been contributing coal and iron ore 

for the development of the nation. My previous speaker Hon. Mr. Chandra 

Sekhar Sahu was expressing how Orissa remain neglected by the Railways even 

after 57 years of independence.  I want to remind the Hon. Railway Minister that 

in the year 2004 on 6th October, an all party delegation from Orissa had met him 

as well as the Prime Minister. They had submitted a memorandum which 

contained the details of some long-pending railway projects of which work needs 

to be speeded up.  They had expressed grave concern over such negligence. 

Recently the Chairman of the Standing Committee for Railways hon. Mr. 

Basudev Acharya had visited Orissa. While addressing a press conference at 

Bhubaneswar he had expressed his anguish over the non-completion of Railway 

projects which had begun way back in 1992-93.  This is primarily the reason why 

Orissa lags behind in railway connectivity. Railway connectivity is the life-line of a 

country's economic prosperity. 

 Prior to independence, had the Calcutta-Chennai and Delhi-Bombay 

railway lines were not laid, Orissa would have remained untouched by the 

Railways. Thank Goodness Orissa has got the railway connectivity either by 

default or by God's grace. Even then her bounty of resources  remain largely 

unexplored and she is labelled as a backward state only because of lack of 

expansion of network Hon. Railway Minister has always been very vocal in this 

house about protecting the interests of the backward castes, SCs and STs and 

the  

 

*English translation of the speech originally delivered in Oriya. 

  



deprived sections.  But by merely expressing sympathy nothing will be achieved.  

A realistic initiative has to be heralded and executed by the Railways. This is the 

operative moment to do some introspection.  

 Madam, India is a holy land. All the States of India must simultaneously 

march towards progress and prosperity Orissa should not be the one to lag 

behind and be at the receiving end.  If she is neglected, her people will never 

forgive the Railway Department and the Railway Minister. 

Madam, I want to highlight an architectural marvel of Orissa which is know 

as Konark. It is a global heritage site and its splendor is world famous.  But 

unfortunately this picturesque place has no railway connectivity.  Not only this, 

there are backward districts like Phulbani in Orissa, which even now remains 

untouched by the railways.  Even after 57 years of independence, people in 

several districts of Orissa are yet to see what a railway line or a train looks like.  

No wonder the menace of Naxalism has cropped up in this peaceful State. 

 Madam, Orissa is the land of Lord Jagannath who is a symbol of love, 

harmony and humanitarianism.  This beautiful land is the abode of goodwill and 

fraternity.  Orissa and Bihar have very strong historical ties dating back to the era 

of king Asoka. 

 Madam, I represent the Biju Janata Dal (BJD) whose leader late Shri Biju 

Patnaik had understood the value of this holy land.  It was his dream to see 

Orissa as a strong, self reliant, prosperous front-ranking State of India.  He 

visualized that. .  In order to hasten up the pace of progress a good network of 

railways is very urgently required.  But very sadly I want to state that Orissa's 

railway connectivity leaves much to be desired. In a country if some part remain 

backward and there is no uniformity in development it is not going to usher in a 

healthy future. 

 In this context Madam, I want to draw the attention of the Hon. Railway 

Minister to some specific cases which display the step motherly attitude of the 

railways to Orissa. The Paradeep port is an important port of India, which is 

strategically located.  But due to lack of railway connectivity this port is not 

playing a very prominent role as it should in the nation's economic progress. The 



delay in the doubling of the railway line over river Mahanadi is another case in 

point. The Daitari-Banspani railway project was sanctioned by Government way 

back in 1992-93 whose work is not yet complete. Other such long pending 

projects are the Haridaspur-Paradeep Lanjigarh-Junagarh, Khurda Road-

Bolaner, Angul-Duburi-Sukinda Road, Talcher-Gopalpur, Jeypur-Malkangiri etc. 

             :                        इ       ,                                   

                                   ?  

                 :        . 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE AND MINISTER 

OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI BIJOY 

HANDIQUE): We would like to conclude it today. 

SHRI KHARABELA SWAIN (BALASORE): We have no objection provided you 

feed us. 

SHRIMATI JAYAPRADA (RAMPUR): I have to raise a very important 'Zero Hour' 

matter. 

              :                                                         ,          

         ,    10                                   We have to conclude the 

discussion on Supplementary Demand today.  After that if the House agrees, we 

will think about 'Zero Hour'.                                                       

       ,                                 

SHRI BRAHMANANDA PANDA : Madam, please allow me to conclude. 

 My learned friend has also talked about conversion and extension of 

Nuapada-Gunupur B.G. rail link to Theruvali, Gorumahisani to Buramara, 

Badampahar to Keonjhar. 

 With regard to introduction of pantry car, my learned friend has pointed 

out.  Then introduction of EMU Services, introduction of new trains, Superfast 

Express Train from Puri-Jaipur via Sambalpur and Raipur, Superfast Express 

from Sambalput to Allahabad, Superfast Express Train from Puri to 



Kanyakumari, Express Train from Titlagarh to Puri via  Sambalpur, Inter City 

Express between Koraput and Rourkela via Rayagada, Express Train from 

Visakhapatnam to Howrah via titilagarh, Raipur and Bilaspur. 

MADAM CHAIRMAN: Please leave some points for future discussion. 

SHRI BRAHMANANDA PANDA : Madam, please allow me to conclude. 

 I want to thank you Madam and want to caution the Hon. Railway Minister 

that if you neglect Orissa, Lord Jagannatha will never bestow with benevolence 

and our country will suffer.  Hence a backward State like Orissa deserves all the 

attention.  The Supplementary Demand for Grants should think of allocating 

additional funds for furtherance of railway projects. 
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18.10 hrs. 
 

ANNOUCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 
Re : Constitution of a committee to go into allegations of improper conduct 

on the part of some members 
 

MR. SPEAKER:  Shri Mehta, please take your seat.  I have to make an important 

announcement.  You may continue after that.  

 Hon. Members, my attention has been drawn to some serious allegations 

of improper conduct on the part of some hon. Members of Lok Sabha in the 

matter of submitting Questions for Answer by the Government.  In view of the 

extreme gravity of the matter, I spoke to the hon. Leader of the House and the 

hon. Leader of the Opposition and I also discussed the matter with the Leaders 

of different Political Parties in Lok Sabha and all of them have unanimously 

agreed with the course of action I proposed to take.   Accordingly, a mention was 

made by me in the House and I expressed concern at the same and requested 

the hon. Members concerned not to attend the House until further decision. 

 I have decided, which has been agreed to by the hon. Leaders, that all the 

concerned Members will be asked to submit their individual 

statements/explanations regarding the allegations made against them today on 

the TV Channel Aaj Tak before 10.30 a.m. on 14th December, 2005.  The 

statements/explanations given by those Members will be placed before the 

Inquiry Committee consisting of the following hon. Members: 

1. Shri Pawan Kumar Bansal (Chairman) 

2. Prof. Vijay Kumar Malhotra 

3. Md. Salim 

4. Prof. Ram Gopal Yadav 

5. Thiru C. Kuppusami 

 

The Committee is requested to give its Report/s by 4 p.m. on 21st 

December, 2005.  The Committee is authorised to follow its own procedure.  The 

Report will be presented before the House for its consideration.  



____________ 
 
 
 

 
 



18.11 hrs. 
DEMANDS FOR SUPPLEMENTARY 

GRANTS (RAILWAYS), 2005-06.. Contd. 
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*SHRI P. MOHAN (MADURAI): Madam Chairperson, I thank you for giving me 

this opportunity to speak in the discussion on Supplementary Demands for 

Grants for Railways.  I would like to point out that Southern Railway has been left 

out in this Demands for Grants.  At this juncture, I would like to wholeheartedly 

thank the MPs from Kerala who have unanimously endorsed our request from all 

the Members hailing from Tamil Nadu including our Hon. Minister of State for 

Railways Shri R. Velu to declare Salem as the head quarters of a newly carved 

out Salem Division.  

 Recently Railways have announced the launch of Freight Corridor to boost 

export and goods traffic. This corridor with the aid from Japan excludes not only 

Chennai but the entire southern region.  When the other three Metropolitan cities 

are covered, it is unfortunate that Chennai the traditional port city is left out. 

Hence I urge upon you to include Chennai in this mega project.  Tiruchirapplli 

and Madurai are major business centers in Tamil Nadu.  There is an ever-

increasing demand for running more trains from these centers to other parts of 

the country. The present single line section between Chengalpattu - Villupuram - 

Tiruchirappalli - Madurai is not able to cater to the ever-increasing demand for 

more trains. Though Dindigul - Madurai doubling has been sanctioned, there is 

no progress in the work. There is an urgent need for an electrified double line 

from Chennai to Madurai so that not only more trains can be introduced;  the 

running time between these cities will also be reduced.  Another reason given for 

non-introduction of more trains in Chennai - Madurai sector is non-availability of 

coaches.  More coaches should be allotted for Southern Railway.  Many major 

stations do not have platforms of sufficient length and sufficient height, which 

puts passengers to a lot of inconvenience. The budget hotel promised at Madurai 

is  

________________________________________________________________
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not making any headway.  Madurai - Rameswaram gauge conversion should be 

completed at the earliest.  Progress of ROB works, in general, is very poor. 

There should be some drive to expedite these works.  The quality of catering and 

bedrolls continues to be poor. 

 I would like to highlight the need to go for a new railway station at 

Bharathipuram in the Nagercoil and Aloor  section in the Trivandrum Division for 

which a proposal is under consideration.  An evening train may be originated   

from Nagercoil to Coimbatore.  Financial sanction with necessary approval may 

be given to develop and give a facelift to Kanyakumari station as proposed by 

Trivandrum Division.  The pending road over bridge projects in Madurai city like 

Madurai Ellis Nagar, Koodal Nagar and Sellur may be taken up with needed fund 

allocation at the earliest. There is also a public demand to operate a Current 

Ticket Booking Counter and Enquiry office at the western entry of Madurai 

Junction. Madurai - Villupurarm passenger Train timings may be rescheduled as 

it is run at unearthly hours. It may kindly be run as a day train that may benefit 

common passengers who prefer ordinary fares.  The timings of Sampark Kranthi 

Express train that is run between Nizamuddin and Madurai may also be 

rescheduled.  There is also a need to provide South Indian Cooks in the pantry 

car of Sampark Kranthi Express Train. Both Laluji and Veluji are present here 

and I hope they will look into it.  Before I could conclude, I would like to make a 

request to construct a road over bridge on both the sides of Tirupparamkundram 

Station in Madurai. Our Minister of State for Railways Shri R. Velu bears the 

name of Lord Muruga.  Thirupparamkundram is one of the six shrines of Lord 

Muruga and a famous pilgrim Centre and I hope Shri Velu will look into this 

request. 
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SHRI T.K. HAMZA (MANJERI): Thank you Madam Chairperson. I will be very 

brief.  

 There is an important temple, Guruvayur, in my district, Malappuram of 

Kerala. We have requested for a railway line from Tanur to Guruvayur. It is called 

Tanur-Guruvayur railway line. We have been waiting for that for the last 20 years. 

Everything is over. Survey is over; and it is approved. Line is clear. Only fund has 

to be provided and the work has to be started in the Tanur-Guruvayur railway 

line. We have been waiting for that for the last 20 years but it has not started. I 

would request the hon. Minister to provide fund and start the work.  

 Another thing is that in Malabar area, there are four ROBs from Calicut to 

Kasaragod. The work is going on very, very slowly. I enquired the reason behind 

the slow progress and came to know that for want of funds, the work is not 

progressing speedily. So, sufficient fund may be provided and the ROBs may 

kindly be completed. There are only four ROBs. Work is going on but it is going 

on very slowly. Umpteen number of trains are going on in that line from 

Manglapuram to Calicut. In that sector, there are four ROBs. So, fund may be 

provided for that also, and the work may be speeded up.  

 And the last point I would like to make is that Tirur is an important railway 

station. It is the only railway station at the centre of Malappuram district. All the 

people are depending upon the Tirur railway station. Some long distance trains 

may kindly be given stop over there. All the trains are going on in that line. We 

are not getting the benefit of them. Therefore, I would request the hon. Minister to 

kindly consider stoppage of some more long distance trains at Tirur railway 

station.  

I would again request you to kindly start the Tanur-Guruvayur railway line 

and construct the ROBs as early as possible.   

           



MADAM CHAIRMAN : Thank you very much. 
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19.09 hrs  (Shri Pawan Kumar Bansal in the Chair) 



PROF. M. RAMADASS (PONDICHERRY): Respected Chairman, Sir, let me, at 

the outset, congratulate the hon. Railway Minister for the splendid work that he 

and his colleagues are doing in the Ministry of Railways to spread the network of 

railways throughout the length and breadth of the country. 

 The hon. Minister has come before this House for a Supplementary Grant 

of Rs. 200,00.66 lakh. Out of this, 99 per cent will go for capital works, and the 

remaining amount will go for the Railway Funds, and the Railway Safety Fund.  

It is also worth noting that the hon. Minister will be spending this 

Supplementary Grant on 58 schemes. The breakup of these schemes -- that are 

given in the Supplementary Budget -- shows that the Northern Railway will get 

the lion's share of the total amount that is going to be spent in it, and the 

Southern Region will get not even a raw deal. Therefore, I would like to request 

the hon. Minister to spread the outlay equally on the basis of development and 

backwardness of various States. I am saying this because Railways are 

considered to be the nerves of development.  

Today, Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry are on the roadmap of higher and 

higher trajectory of growth. But this growth requires the infrastructure of 

Railways, and in the absence of Railways, a number of developmental projects 

are shelved, and the acceleration in the development of the State itself is at 

stake. If we take the example of Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry, we find that we 

have accepted the principle of uni-gauge according to which all the areas must 

be, by now, converted into broad-gauge. But, unfortunately, we find that only 45 

per cent of the total length of Railways in Tamil Nadu is broad-gauge, and 55 per 

cent is yet to be broadened. 



As far as electrification in Tamil Nadu is concerned, it lags behind when 

compared to other States in India. While the national average of electrification is 

27 per cent, the degree of electrification in Tamil Nadu ranges between 20 per 

cent and 25 per cent. Therefore, the work of electrification in Tamil Nadu, in 

general, must be speeded up. 

I also endorse the views of all the  MPs of Tamil Nadu that there should be 

a separate Railway Division for Salem because it satisfies all the parameters 

required for setting up a division. There is also the issue of proximity, 

administrative units, accessibility, etc.  There will be accessibility not only for the 

people, but also for the staff working there. If we take into account all these 

angles as also the operational convenience of the Division, we find that there is 

100 per cent justification for the creation of a new Division. Therefore, we expect 

that the hon. Minister for Railways would make the people of Tamil Nadu cheerful 

and happier today. A new spurt of development will take place in Tamil Nadu by 

the announcement -- that is to be made by the Hon. Minister -- that a separate 

Division, keeping Palghat Division as such, for Salem being announced today. 

The whole of Tamil Nadu is awaiting this happy announcement from the hon. 

Minister. 

Sir, in addition, I would like to mention that . (Interruptions) 

MR. CHAIRMAN : Prof. M. Ramadass, I am sorry for interrupting you, but please 

be very brief while making your points now. 

PROF. M. RAMADASS : Sir, I have not even taken two minutes. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : I am aware of the fact that you have already taken five 

minutes. 

PROF. M. RAMADASS : Sir, it is totally unfair. I am the leader of a party. 



MR. CHAIRMAN : Prof. Ramadass, please appreciate my point. I am not asking 

you to sit down. Please briefly make your points, and bear with me. Let me make 

this point very clear. We have over 40 names with us, and only 19 hon. Members 

have spoken till now. We have to accommodate everybody, and we will have to 

ration the time available with us. Therefore, kindly be brief with your points. 

PROF. M. RAMADASS : I am really surprised and baffled by this kind of a 

mandate. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : Well, I am sorry if you feel so, but that is what we will 

have to do now.                                                                                                 

PROF. M. RAMADASS : The Hon. Minister must also take into account the 

Chengalput-Vilupuram railway line doubling work. The Dindigul via Pollachi-

Palghat rail line also must be taken up as also Vandavasi line.  

We require additional funds for Thiruvarur line from Thiruvarur to Nagore, 

and Nagore to Karaikal, which is part of the Pondicherry Parliamentary 

Constituency. This work also must be taken up.  

In terms of connecting the headquarters to districts, Dharamapuri should 

be connected to Chennai, and the work must be taken up. Katpadi-Vellore line 

must also be taken up as also Vandavasi line. 

 I will take one minute to explain the problems of the Union Territory of 

Pondicherry which I represent. The Union Territory of Pondicherry is in a peculiar 

situation. It is largely scattered in four regions. Pondicherry is the headquarters. 

We have Karaikal 162 kilometres away from there. Mahe is 890 kilometres away 

in Kerala. Yanam is 800 kilometres away from Pondicherry. As a matter of 

principle, all these scattered places must be connected with the headquarters of 

the Union Territory of Pondicherry. Unfortunately, even after 58 years of 

Independence these three-four places lie scattered without any railway link. I 

appeal to the hon. Minister to take this fact into consideration.  

  

 

            Electrification of line between Villupuram and Pondicherry is nearing 

completion. Our heartfelt thanks to the hon. Minister for that. At the same time, 



there are other areas of interest like Chennai-Pondicherry train via Dindivanam, 

which must be looked into. Chennai is the capital city of Tamil Nadu and 

Pondicherry is the headquarters of the Union Territory of Pondicherry. There is 

no express train running even today between these two places. I appeal to the 

hon. Minister to take all this into account.  

 I only wish that the Railway Budget is equitably spread. We know the 

principle of equity and efficiency. It is not only efficiency that matters but equity is 

equally important. An amount Rs.20,000 lakh is being spent. The whole amount 

is being spent on the Northern Railway and not even a paltry sum is shown in the 

Supplementary Grants against the Southern Region. It is quite unfair. We should 

take the development scenario that is emerging in the Union Territory of 

Pondicherry and Tamil Nadu. While congratulating the hon. Minister for all the 

splendid work that is done, I only request him to pay equal attention, if not more, 

to the Union Territory of Pondicherry and Tamil Nadu. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : Let me please tell you that the time allotted to the parties is 

otherwise over. So, please be brief in your submission.  
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SHRI C.K. CHANDRAPPAN (TRICHUR): Sir, I wanted to bring some important 

aspects of railway development on the western coast to the attention of the 

House. There was a hope that the western coast would get the benefit of 

economic development through Konkan Railway. If that benefit is to come to 

Kerala, the doubling work of Mangalore-Shoranur line should be completed as 

soon as possible. It is moving at a very slow pace now. Electrification of that line 

also must be taken up.  

 My friend Hamza just now talked about the important of Taranur-

Guruvayoor line which has been sanctioned for a long time. The work is not 

moving forward. That has to be taken up. Also, Guruvayoor should be connected 

to Edapally. The completion of Konkan Railway will bring the benefit to the area. . 

(Interruptions) I hope you know the geography there. 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI R. VELU): 

Acquisition of land is the problem. 

SHRI C.K. CHANDRAPPAN : We will acquire the land provided you give the 

green signal. We will see that land is acquired and the work is done. Netravati 

bridge on that line should be completed. These are some of the important items 

of work related to development of Konkan Railway to ensure that full benefits 

flow to Kerala.  

 Regarding Trivandrum, there is a second terminal at Veli. I do not blame 

the Minister for that, it only started. It has to be given all the modern facilities that 

are necessary for a second terminal. This work has to be given priority. In a letter 

the Minister has promised that the Railways would take up the Petta road 

overbridge work in Trivandrum. That work should be taken up on a priority basis.  

 There is a Janshatabdi Express that runs between Trivandrum and 

Ernakulam. The whole run of that train takes place in three and a half hours and 

then the train waits there till afternoon before it returns doing another three and a 

half hours return journey. I would request the hon. Minister to extend the train a 

little further in order to utilise that time. That train should either be extended to 

Trivandrum-Guruvayoor to Shoranur so that it can be of greater to the people.  



 I understand from your statements that the electrification of Ernakulam to 

Trivandrum via Alleppey and via  Kottayam is near completion. When the 

electrification work is completed, we should get electrical multiple unit to run in 

Kerala, which would immensely benefit the commuters, and the problem of traffic 

of Kerala would be solved in a big way.  When the work is completed, kindly 

make arrangements so that one unit each from Trivandrum to Ernakulam via 

Allepey and from Trivandum to Ernakulam via Kottayam is put. One more unit 

from Ernakulam to Palghat would take care of the problems that the commuters 

are facing in Kerala.  

 At present, Mavely Express is running  for three days between Trivandrum 

and Mangalore. It is time that it should be made a daily train because the train 

gets a lot of passengers to travel.   

 I do not want to take much of the time.  My own constituency, Trichur, has 

a small problem.  I do not know as to how it will be taken care of.  There is a 

demand for construction of a foot over-bridge.  The suggestion is pending with 

the Railway Board for the last so many years.  Please ensure that it is cleared so 

that we get a railway foot over-bridge.  Land is available and facilities are there.  

If a second entry to the station is permitted, the same would very much benefit 

the people of the area.   

 Lastly, there is a need of one railway over-bridge in  Chimbissery.  A very 

unfortunate accident took place, and the work has been stopped for more than 

one year.  Now, the work has started.  I understand that because of lack of 

permission from the Railway Ministry, a span across rail line has to be 

constructed over the railway line.  That work is not being done. Same is the case 

with many ROBs in Kerala.  Because of lack of permission from the Railways, 

without having one span, which is across the railway line, the bridge is not 

completed.  Kindly look into the matter and give permission to the contracting 

authority, that is, the Kerala Government's own contracting organisation.  They 

say that if permission is granted, in no time, work can be done.  I would kindly 

request that this should be looked into so that permission is speedily given so 



that a number of ROBs in Kerala are completed. This would give credit to you 

also.  I hope you would kindly do that.  Thank you, Sir, for giving time.  
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*SHRI S. MALLIKARJUNIAH (TUMKUR): Mr. Chairman Sir, I thank you for giving 

me an opportunity to speak on the Railway Supplementary Demands for the year 

2005-2006.  

 The heavy traffic between Tumkur and Bangalore has created a lot of 

problems for the passengers.  The roads are highly congested and the number of 

vehicles on the roads between these two cities is increasing day by day.  

Accidents are taking place almost every week. The trains running between these 

two cities are also jam packed that is why I am demanding the Centre to 

complete the ongoing gauge conversion at the earliest.  In fact, it is Shri Jaffer 

Sharief, the then Railway Minister, who laid the foundation stone of this gauge 

conversion project.  Gauge conversion work has been completed up to 

Dabaspet.  But unfortunately 50% of the entire gauge conversion is pending for 

the last one decade.  Surprisingly the amount allocated for this work has been 

diverted for completing other railway lines.  Now, it is high time for the Hon. 

Railway Minister to take up this pending work and complete it before the end of 

the year 2006. 

One train leaves Bangalore at 5.30 PM and after that up to 9 PM there is 

no train for Tumkur. More than 200 persons particularly Government employees, 

students, businessmen and workers employed in private companies are 

completely dependent upon trains.  Hence, there is an urgent need to introduce 

one more train between these two cities at 7 PM. 

 The people of Tumkur district especially those who are living in Shettyhally 

are urging the Government of India to construct one road over bridge to connect 

both the sides of Shettyhally.  This town is developing very fast on both the sides.  

Small industrial units are coming up and business centres are also being set up.  

The number of schools is increasing along with the number of shops.  

________________________________________________________________

__*English translation of the speech originally delivered in Kannada. 



There is heavy traffic and construction of road-over-bridge would enable the 

people of both the sides of town move easily.  This would also avoid traffic jam 

and wastage of time. The people of this town are very much agitated about the 

inordinate delay in the construction of this over-bridge at Shettyhalli. The public 

here went on strike several times in the past, processions were held on several 

occasions and several memorandums have been submitted to Railway Ministry. 

But strangely, till now this work has not commenced despite the fact that funds 

have been released both by the Centre and the State.  This work has been 

allotted to a department.  Unfortunately, this work has been put in the cold 

storage.  I request the Hon. Railway Minister, to start the work of this over-bridge 

before the situation in Shettyhally goes out of control. 

 The Railway Ministry should give importance to cleanliness and availability 

of drinking water in all the railway stations in Karnataka State.  At present 

drinking water facility and seats in the railway stations are not at all satisfactory. 

 The trains running between Bangalore and Tumkur are over-crowded. 

There is an urgent need to increase the number of compartments (bogies) in 

these trains.  At least three additional bogies should be attached to these trains. 

 The railway route between Sampige and Nittur is more than 15 kilometers.  

Ramapura is in the middle of these two places. The people of these places are 

demanding for the construction of a railway station here, in Ramapura.  I hope 

the Centre will take up this matter seriously and the construction work of this 

railway station will begin without any further delay. 

 A new railway line between Maddur and Davanagere via Kestur, 

Huliyurdurga, Kunigal, Hebbur, Nagavalli, Honnudike cross, Gulur, Tumkur, Sira, 

Hiriyur, Chitradurga is a dream of the people of our state. Now at present we 

have a very long and circuitous railway line connecting the above-mentioned 

place. It is not only time consuming but also very expensive. That is why I am 

pleading with the Centre for the past ten years to take up this very important and 

urgent work. This line provides an excellent railway connectivity in the entire 

state of Karnataka and also with the major and important towns of the 

neighbouring States.  My friends and colleagues Shri Siddeshwara from 



Davanagere and Shri Hanumanthappa from Chitradurga have raised this issue in 

this august House several times and they have also written to the Hon. Minister 

for completing this very important line in Karnataka. 

 I once again request the Hon. Shri Laluji, Shri Veluji and Shri Muniyappa ji 

to make this dream of the people of Karnataka a reality by starting the work of 

this railway line immediately.   

           I thank you and with these words I conclude my speech. 
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*SHRI A.K.S. VIJAYAN (NAGAPATTINAM): Sir, let me thank the Chair for laying 

my speech.  I wish to to participate in this discussion on Supplementary 

Demands for Grants for the Ministry of Railways.  I am pained to point out that 

Southern Railway has again been ignored in this Demands for Grants also.  As 

early as in 1993, it was announced that the gauge conversion project pertaining 

to Tiruchi-Thanjavur-Thiruvarur-Nagapattinam-Velankanni-Nagore and also 

Nagore-Karaikkal section in my constituency. Due to our repeated efforts in 

taking up this matter in this august house, the shelved project of laying broad 

gauge line Thanjavur-Thiruvarur-Nagore section was taken up again.  During the 

term of 13th Lok Sabha an announcement in this regard was made and even fund 

allocation was made.  But still the work is pending. When Shri Lalu and Shri Velu, 

who was a Deputy collector in our district are now at the helm of affairs in the 

Railway Ministry, I do expect that our long pending demands will be attended to.  

In the targets fixed for the year 2004-05 in the Railway Budget this was 

mentioned.  We were also hoping that the project would be completed by 

December 2004.  Based on the announcement by the General Manager, 

Southern Railway we even expected that the project would be completed by 

January 2005.  But there is no hope even now and it is not to be completed even 

by January 2006.  Under rule 377, I had brought to the notice of this august 

House this sorry state of affairs. Though Velankanni Basillica Church has come 

forward to hand over to the Railways Rs. 2 crore to defray the expenses to lay 

Broad gauge Railway line between Nagapattinam and  Velankanni, no steps 

have been taken. 

Rail car service was in operation between Thiruthuraipoondi and 

Agasthiampalli, a place known for the famous Salt Sathyagraha.  The diesel rail 

car service must be resumed. Common salt is moved from Vedaranyam to 

several places in the country.  Hence the broad gauge conversion of the existing 

metre 

________________________________________________________________

__*English translation of the speech originally delivered in Tamil and also laid on 

the Table. 



gauge must be taken up expeditiously.  Computerized Railway Reservation 

centre must be established in Thiruthuraipoondi.  I urge upon the Railways to 

allocate funds immediately facilitating gauge conversion between Thiruvarur - 

Nagapattinam. Since it is a secular pilgrim centre where pilgrims throng to visit all 

the three worship places that belong to three different major religions, Railways 

must link it with railway lines. 

Similarly there is a need to lay broad gauge Railway line connecting 

Villupuram with Cuddalare via Chidambaram, Mayiladuthurai, Thiruvarur, and 

Muthupet. I request the Hon Minister to allocate funds to commence this project. 

This was the main line between Chennai and Rameshwaram.  Now that meter 

gauge section is left almost abandoned.  I urge upon the UPA Government to go 

for gauge conversions in this section.  Our leader Dr. Kalaignar reiterated the 

plea made by the Hon. MPs of Tamil Nadu in a meeting he had convened. With a 

request to take up this long felt need of the people of Tamil Nadu, let me 

conclude.   



SHRI ANWAR HUSSAIN (DHUBRI): Sir, while supporting the Supplementary 

Demands for Grants as presented by the Ministry of Railways, I am sorry to   

express my utter disappointment over the antipathetic attitude as reflected in the 

Supplementary Demands for Grants for the North-Eastern region, especially for 

Assam.   

 I was really pleased when I got a communication about one and half years 

ago that a Consultative Committee of the NF Railway has been constituted and 

that I have been made a Member of that Committee.  But I am really sorry to say 

that during the last one and half years not a single meeting has been convened 

by the Ministry of Railways.  I would, therefore, urge upon the Minister of 

Railways to hold a meeting in order to discuss the problems of Assam and other 

parts of North-Eastern region. 

 Another disappointing matter is that, in the last Railway Budget the hon. 

Minister of Railways had declared that a factory for manufacturing the cement 

blocks would be established in the North-Eastern region.  

But during the whole year, the Ministry has taken no step till date. So, I would 

request the Minister to take necessary steps in this regard. 

 Sir, through different Media, you might have come to know that the 

Bogibeel Mega Project is a matter of disappointment for the people of Assam. 

They have been agitating for months together and the news reports are coming 

in the newspapers. We demanded that this Mega Project should be declared as 

National Project.  I do not like to go into the details. But, I once again urge upon 

the Government to declare Bogibeel Mega Project as a national Project. 

 Sir, the new Moinaguri and Jogighopa railway line was taken up in the 

year 1998. During the last seven years, you will be astonished to know that only 

five per cent work has been done so far. If you go by arithmetical calculation, you 

will find that it will take more than a century to complete the work. So, I request 

that the Railway Ministry's attitude towards North-Eastern Region in Assam 

should be changed immediately.  They should take a positive step and try to 

complete the railway line as early as possible and a target date should be fixed.  I 

urge upon the Government to finish it within the year 2008. 



 Sir, in this railway line, there is a bridge, namely, Golakganj Bridge. The 

people of that area has been demanding since the day of calling tender that there 

should be a footpath on both the sides of the railway line.  I would request the 

Railway Ministry to think about the matter.  

 Sir, from the strategic point of view, Dhubri-Fakiragram railway line is very 

important.  It has been remaining disrupted since the year 2002. This 

Government has already crossed 1-? years. So, the conversion of metre gauge 

to broad gauge should be completed as early as possible.  You will be 

astonished to know that Dhubri is the district headquarters within my 

Constituency.  This district has 18 lakhs of people whereas not even a single inch 

of railway line is running there. This matter should be taken up very seriously. . 

(Interruptions) 

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please conclude. 

SHRI ANWAR HUSSAIN : Sir, I am concluding.  Actually, there are many points. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Then, you just refer to them very briefly.  

SHRI ANWAR HUSSAIN : There is a huge rush of patients from Assam and the 

whole North-Eastern Region to Chennai. I urge upon the Government to 

introduce a new Express Train from Guwahati to Chennai as early as possible.  

  

 



SHRI P.S. GADHAVI (KUTCH): Sir, I rise to express my views on the 

Supplementary Demands for Grants.  First of all, I welcome the proposal for the 

provisions in Item Nos.35 and 48 for removal of infringement for running of 

Double Stack Container Trains on Palanpur-Pipavav-Delhi route.  

20.00 hrs. 
 Similarly, I would like to request the hon. Minister to make provision for the 

Palampur Gandhidham route.  All the North-Indian traffic is from Mundra to 

Kandla Ports as container traffic is increasing day by day at Kandla and Mundra 

Ports. 

 A similar provision also requires to be made between Bhildi  and Jodhpur 

route which will facilitate transportation of container traffic from North India, 

Punjab, Jammu and Kashmir to Kandla and Mundra Ports. 

 I would also like to submit that the gauge conversion work  on the 

Palampur-Samkhiyali route, which is in progress, requires to be expedited as this 

whole route will be very much important for all the Northern States  like Haryana, 

Punjab, Jammu and Kashmir, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. When this route is 

completed, much pressure would come on to Samkhiyali-Gandhidham track 

which is a most over-utilised track. On that portion, if doubling of the line is not 

made, then, what will happen? One route comes from Ahmedabad to Samkhiyali. 

Another route will come from Palampur to Samkhiyali. So, between Samkhiyali 

and Gandhidhama, doubling of the track is a must. Nowadays, it is over-utilised. 

The capacity of the track is to handle 30 trains. But, at the moment, 36 to 40 

trains are running on this route. So, more trains would be coming. Therefore, 

doubling of the line between Samkhiyali and Gandhidham is required. 

 Under the Port Connectivity Projects, the following Ports of Gujarat may 

be linked or connected with the BG line. The first Port is Bedi, the distance of 

which is 15 kilometres. The amount required is Rs.26 crore. The second Port is 

the Porbander Port, the distance of which is five kilometres and the amount 

required is Rs.16 crore. The third Port is the Hazira Port (Magdala) which is of 37 

kilometres distance and the amount required is Rs.99 crore. The fourth Port is  



the Bharuch-Dahej Port which is of 64 kilometres distance and the amount 

required is Rs.137 crore. 

 Now, I would like to take this opportunity to request the hon. Railway 

Minister to re-introduce our old train, which was the Inter-City Express Train, 

between Bhuj-Gandhidham to Vadodra, which was discontinued. So, my only 

request to the hon. Minister is that this train may kindly be re-introduced. 

 Secondly, I would like to request the hon. Minister to increase the 

frequency of the Ala Hazarat Express between Bhuj and Bareilly. At the moment, 

it runs for five days. Its frequency may kindly be increased by making it a daily 

service. This train may,  for two or three days in a week, kindly be diverted to 

Hardwar so that the passengers from Bhuj can go to Hardwar directly. Now, it 

goes to Bareilly. If it can be diverted  for two or three days in a week to Hardwar, 

that will be very much useful. Previously,  in the Howrah-Ahmedabad Express 

Train, there were bogies which were joined for Kutch. Now, as a policy matter, all 

bogies were discontinued. So, my only request to the hon. Minister is that the 

Howrah-Ahmedabad train may kindly be extended to Bhuj  for at least two or 

three days in a week. 

 Similarly, one additional Express Train  is very much necessary between 

Mumbai and Bhuj. At the moment, there are two trains which are running, which 

are overcrowded. After the earthquake in Kutch, instead of migration, the 

population of Kutch has increased to 25 per cent and many industries have come 

up. For the whole of North India, Ports in the Kutch are becoming very much 

important. So, when traffic is increasing day by day in all these Ports, one 

additional Express Train may kindly be introduced. 

 With these words, I thank you very much for giving me this opportunity to 

speak. 
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*SHRI B. MAHTAB (CUTTACK):  Respected Deputy Speaker, Sir, I stand here 

today to discuss on the Supplementary Demands for Grant of Railway for 2005-

2006. At the outset I may state that Railways are responding to the challenge 

and are making all out efforts to sustain the existing traffic as well as to attract 

new traffic, bag in bulk and non-bulk segments. Use of information technology in 

freight traffic is also needed and is being given due attention. 

 I would draw the attention of the Government through you Sir, to a Task 

Force on integrated Transport Policy which was set up in 2001 under the 

Chairmanship of Shri K.C. Pant, the then Deputy Chairman, Planning 

Commission.  This Task Force had suggested to regain its share in Freight 

through qualitative capacity augmentation aided by corrective pricing policies and 

organisational change. It had also suggested to focus on technology upgradation 

and modernisation.  It impressed upon the Railways to augment capacity on the 

saturated high-density routes and replace over aged assets, thereby facilitating 

reduction in asset failure and improve productivity and enhance safety of rail 

operations. 

 The Rakesh Mohan Committee also has studied the railway sector in 

order to estimate the financing requirements of an expansion and upgradation 

programme. It also suggested to identify sources of funding of estimated 

investment over 15 years period.  The root cause of financial problem confronting 

the Indian Railways is found in lack of adequate productivity increases that are 

commensurate with real wages overtime.  The Railways has to modernise and 

expand its capacity to serve the emerging needs of the growing economy. Indian 

Railways has to adopt a economy. Indian Railways has to adopt a strategic 

perspective to achieve high growth in both the passenger and freight segments. 

 

 

 

*Laid on the Table 

 I am constraint to note that most of the projects taken up in Orissa by the 

Railways are progressing in snail's pace.  Some of the ongoing projects in Orissa 



have been identified as part of National Rail Vikas Yojana for strengthening 

Quadrilateral and Diagonals and Port Connectivity routes.  But execution of these 

projects in Orissa, especially under East Coast Railways and South Eastern 

Railways are not to our satisfaction.  These projects should be expedited, 

especially the doubling of Talcher to Paradeep rail line and completion of 

construction of second bridge over river Mahanadi is essential.  Similarly, the 

second rail bridge over river Kathjodi and river Kuakhai is necessary for which 

budgetary provisions been made but no work has started.  Government of Orissa 

had submitted a memorandum to the Railway Minister and subsequently the 

House Committee of Orissa Legislative Assembly had also met the authorities of 

the Railway Ministry and have appraised the anxiety of the people of Orissa.  It 

was a all party delegation. 

 There is a need for higher allocation of funds to the time of Rs. 780 crore, 

for the ongoing projects in the State of Orissa.  I would like to deal with some 

project in detail. 

 The Broad gauge rail line link project of Daitari- Bansapani traversing a 

length of 155 Km which was sanctioned in the year 1992-93 needs utmost 

attention. Land for the project has already been handed over to the East Coast 

Railway. The section between Bansapani-Keonjhar of 58 km has been 

commissioned since August 2004.  Formation and earth work has been 

completed from Keonjhar to Tomka of 98 kms.  Presently, bridge works are in 

progress.  I would like to mention here that initially the Ministry of Railways had 

planned to Commission the rail link by December 2005 and later postponed it to 

March 2007. In view of the construction and commissioning of steel plants in 

Dubri area, I would request the Railway Minister to expedite commissioning of 

Daitari-Bausapani rail link as early as possible. 

 There is a necessity to sanction and take up Surveys for doubling of the 

lines namely 

a) Daitari - Bansapani - Jakhapur BG Rail Link; 

b) Haridaspur-Paradeep BG Rail Link; 

c) Angul-Dubri-Sukinda Road BG Rail Link; and 



d) Talcher -Sambalpur BG Rail link. 

                  Once the surveys are completed these projects may be taken up 

departmentally or through special purpose vehicle or SPV mechanism 

through Rail Vikas Nigam Limited.  Timely action on this front will reduce 

the gestation period in creating requisite infrastructure to support the rapid 

industrialisation process taking place in the state, even at the present 

single line stage the land acquisition part may be planned for eventual 

doubling in order to save time.  

The third point is, already RITES Limited has submitted a draft report, 

which provides for a MGR system with around 29 km length and development of 

station yards at Baghupal, Sukinda Road and Jakhapura for 118 km track at an 

estimated cost of Rs. 325 crore in two phases. 

I would urge upon the Minister to participate in the SPV (JCDL) and also 

take a view regarding construction, maintenance and operations of the MGR 

system. 

The conversion of Nuapada-Gunupur narrow gauge rail link project was 

sanctioned in the year 1997-98 and Rs. 30.65 crore has been already spent.  

Land acquisition and construction are in progress.  It is learnt that RVNL has 

started a bank ability study for extension of this rail link of Theruvali to enable the 

Alumina industries in Rayagada and Koraput districts have connectivity with the 

Gopalpur port.  Orissa government has already assured assistance in 

participation of industries in the Special Purpose Vehicle for construction of this 

extension.  I urge again to take up these projects in full earnest.   

Lastly, I draw the attention of the minister through you Sir, towards the 

expansion of century old Cuttack Railway Station.  Though budgetary provision 

has been made for last two years, very little work has been done to have a 

second opening of Cuttack Rail Station. 

Railway is facing competition today. All investment must be done 

judiciously.  Orissa has become the happening State of the Country where more 

than Rs. 150,000 crore of investment is going to take place within another 10 

years of time.  Railway should upgrade the load factor of all new lines 



accordingly about which I had mentioned in this House a week earlier.  At the 

same time, I would again urge upon the Minister to expedite the completion of all 

ongoing projects at the earliest. 

With these words, I conclude.  

  

  

 

 

 



SHRI J.M. AARON RASHID (PERIYAKULAM): Thank you Sir, for giving me an 

opportunity to speak on the Supplementary Demands for Grants (Railways).  I 

would make a few points concerning my parliamentary constituency, in particular, 

and my State Tamil Nadu, in general.  I rise to support these Grants.   

 I understand that Railways being the lifeline of the nation, has a big role in 

catering to the needs of the whole country.  We could not find a sizeable 

improvement in the Railway network in Tamil Nadu.  The Ministry has an 

important task, which, I hope, they would try to fulfil with all out efforts by taking 

into consideration the genuine demands of the State of Tamil Nadu. 

 Sir, a delegation of 40-Members of Parliament from the State of Tamil 

Nadu has met Shri Lalu Prasad and have requested to forming a new Salem 

Division.  I hope, Shri Lalu Prasad will definitely consider this demand. 

 The Railways is one of the most important lifelines in the country for the 

poor people.  It is an important vehicle for the poor and downtrodden.  My 

constituency, Periyakulam and Theni district, where I come from, is an industrial 

and agricultural district.  Here we produce agricultural items like sugarcane, 

spices like cardamom, pepper, cotton, and other important items.  If Salem 

Division is formed, it will cater to the needs of the business community in the 

Tamil Nadu region.   

 Sir, Delhi to Chennai Rajdhani is plying only two times a week.  But  

Rajdhani from Mumbai-Delhi, Kolkata-Delhi, Hyderabad-Delhi and Bangalore-

Delhi are plying daily.   I do not know why the Railway Department has neglected 

the State of Tamil Nadu.  I would request the hon. Minister to take this into 

consideration and consider plying a daily Rajdhani from Delhi-Chennai. 

 I would request the hon. Minister for the construction of a new railway line 

from Dindugal to Ayyapan Temple via Vattalagundu, Theni, Bodi, Kambam, and 

Gudalur.  From Gudalur to Ayyappa temple, a tunnel can be constructed for three 

kilometres in the hills.  If this tunnel is provided by the Ministry of Railways, it 

would be the shortest route for the lakhs and lakhs of devotees who come to the 

Ayyappa temle.  Even the Railway Department charges Rs. 100 extra from a 

passenger.  They were ready to pay because they have to go around 150 



kilometres to the uphill.  At the time of going to the uphill, they have to face 

severe consequences because of the wild elephants, wild bisons and all other 

animals that are attacking them.  Last year, two devotees were killed. 

 Sir, if you want me to lay my speech, I will lay the rest of my speech on the 

Table of the House. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: You can lay the rest of the speech on the Table of the 

House.  It will form part of the proceeding. 

 The rest of the speech will be laid on the Table of the House. 

. (Interruptions) 

*SHRI J.M. AARON RASHID : If this railway tunnel is constructed, Government 

would be doing a great service to the people in the area and the Government, if 

there is any dearth of funds, can collect a toll fee from the pilgrims so that the 

entire cost of the tunnel could be recovered within a year.  This railway tunnel 

from Gudalur to Ayyappan Temple will lead straight to the foothills of the 

Ayyappan temple.  This will save 150 kms. for the pilgrims.  Even from pilgrims 

toll can be travel via tunnel every year lakhs and lakhs people are traveling 

government will get the tunnel investment in one year even put foreign operators 

are ready for it. 

 Another point which I wish to state here that there is a Kuzhandai 

Velappan temple in Kodaikanal.  If this tunnel is constructed, Kodaikanal would 

also attract huge tourists and the Government can earn more revenue. 

 

 

 

* ...* This part of the speechLaid on the Table 

  



Finally, I would like to state that Bodi is a world's largest cardamom 

producing and auctioning likely. Spices like cardamom, pepper are grown.  There 

are a lot of tea plantations in Theni district.  There is a sprawling BIS Tata tea 

estate covering 2,00,000 acres.  In Theni district, there are a lot of cotton growers 

and textile mills too.  Theni  is next only to Coimbatore as a textile hub in South 

India.  There is no facility of booking cargo in Bodi.  Hence, a long-standing and 

genuine demand of the area is to open a Cargo Booking Centre by the Railways. 

 This would benefit lakhs of small growers. At present, they have to go 

either to Coimbatore or Madurai for booking of their the products for exporting.  

They are paying sales tax, octroi, etc.  which is an additional burden on them.  

Added to this burden, there is harassment by police and revenue officials of our 

state.  They could not bear such burden no longer.  They have been pleading for 

the opening of a Permanent Cargo Booking Centre in Bodi. 

 If country has to prosper, 1000 small farmers have to be happy, not ten 

rich business. So, their interest should be protected.  Sir, Since you are 

champion of minorities first in the railways I will request you to take necessary 

action for protecting that interests in the Railways. 

 Sir, I conclude my speech with the hope that the hon. Minister of Railways 

would give topmost priority to the problems mentioned by me in my speech as 

they are long-pending issues concerning the genuine demands of the people of 

my constituency and implement the same it as early as possible. * 

 

 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Hansraj G. Ahir.  Be very brief and take only two 

minutes. 
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SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL (CHANDIGARH): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, 

while I must appreciate the hon. Minister, his team, the Members of the entire 

Railway Board and the employees for the new impetus that has been imparted to 

the working of the Railways, there are only one or two points that I would like to 

make.  

 One point is that it was a long pending demand of the people of the region 

that Chandigarh should be connected to Ludhiana. I am happy that the work is 

going on at an accelerated rate now after many years. But there is one very 

important point about it, that is, that the track is not being electrified. At present, 

Delhi-Chandigarh route is electrified. The route from Ludhiana onwards up to 

Amritsar, etc., is electrified. So, this would be a missing link. Unless this is 

electrified, I do not think the starting of the train on this route from Chandigarh to 

Ludhiana would serve the desired objective.  

 Secondly, I must thank the Minister for starting this year the Kerala 

Sampark Express between Chandigarh and Thiruvananthapuram. It is a weekly 

train. I would urge the Minister to  make it at least a bi-weekly one. At the same 

time, the Railways should provide more coaches for III tier AC because that is 

the need. On the way, there must be some more stoppages provided to that train 

because what really happens presently is that it is a through train and that may 

not be very viable for the Railways. If there are two or three stoppages at 

important places, the train would become more viable and it can certainly be 

made a bi-weekly train.  

 Chandigarh, as we all know and Sir, as you know, in particular, is the 

capital of both Punjab and Haryana. It is the headquarters of the Union Territory 

and it is an important place. It is fast emerging as the IT centre also and is 

proudly on the tourist map of the country now. But the railway station here is still 

that 50 years old building. The building must change. It must also reflect the new 

mood of the city which is surging forward on the path of development.  

 With these words only, I would like to thank the hon. Minister once again. 

But these are very important points. Rest I would reserve for the main Budget 

next year or I would write to him in between. But these are the important things 



because, maybe, in the next few days only that train may be flagged off from 

Chandigarh to Ludhiana side up to some place, Morinda on the way. It must be 

electrified immediately and that process should start.  

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: I think that the hon. Minister will certainly pay attention 

to your request.  

 Now, I would request Shri Virchandra Paswan to speak. Please be brief.  
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MR.DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please sit down. This is the discussion on 

Supplementary Demands for Grants (Railways) and not the discussion on the 

main Budget.   

. (Interruptions) 

                     :           ,                       *  

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please sit down. This is not to be recorded. 

(Interruptions)* 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please sit down. He is not to be recorded. 

(Interruptions)* 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Now, Shri Haribhau Rathod. You would be very brief; 

conclude within two minutes. 

 

 

*Not Recorded 
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SHRI K.V. THANGKABALU (SALEM):  On behalf of the people of Tamil Nadu, 

thank you very much. 



MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: I shall now put the Supplementary Demands for 

Grants (Railways) for 2005-2006 to the vote of the House.  

 

 The question is: 

"That the respective supplementary sums not exceeding the 
amounts shown in the third column of the Order Paper be granted 
to the President of India, out of the onsolidated Fund of India, to 
defray the charges that will come in course of payment during the 
year ending the 31st day of March, 2006, in respect of the heads of 
Demands entered in the second column thereof against Demand 
Nos.2 and 16." 

 

The motion was adopted. 

 

__________ 

  


