Title: Diplomatic measures need to be taken with France on turban issue.
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PROF. VIJAY KUMAR MALHOTRA (SOUTH DELHI): Sir, this is a very important matter. ...(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: Since the Minister is responding, please sit down.

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT(SHRI GHULAM
NABI AZAD): | have checked up with the External Affairs Minister. Earlier also, | had written to the External Affairs
Minister and he has written me back on our request and on the request of the hon. Members, it was taken up with
the French Government. | have checked up with the Ministry today also. According to the French law, in public
schools, the display of religious symbols is not allowed. It is not only with regard to one religion but according to the
Ministry that even the Christians are not allowed to wear the big "Cross' in the schools. So are not the Jews allowed
to use the cap. So are not the Muslims girls allowed to use the scarf on the head. Similarly, the Sikhs are not
allowed to use the turban.

The Ministry has taken up with the French Government on a number of occasions. Last meeting has taken place
only last month. | have been informed by the Ministry that in some schools, a formula has been worked out between
the French Government and those who are running the schools and the community that instead of wearing a
turban, they have been allowed to use "patka’. Most of the school boys have agreed to follow this formula but in
some schools, children are still resisting. As | said, the Government of India is still in continuous process of dialogue
and the matter has been taken up as late as last month.



