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15.49 hrs.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The House shall now take up Item No.43. When the House was adjourned last time,
Shri Chandrappan was on his legs. I would request him to continue his speech.

SHRI C.K. CHANDRAPPAN (TRICHUR): Sir, I was speaking about the seriousness of the problem of child
labour in our country. It is a very painful fact when we know that one-fourth of the child labour in the entire
world is in India. That is the magnitude of the problem. Of course, it 1s a problem very much related to the socio-
economic situation in the country.

It is because child labour is a reflection of poverty. The poor people who cannot make both ends meet, they think
that their children also should make some earning so that they could lead a little better life. They do not think in
terms of sending their children to school. Instead, they send them to work. If such a situation continues, this
problem cannot find a solution. So, our approach should be treating it as a very important socio-economic
problem and then trying to find remedy from that level so that these children are helped and they will go to
schools and Balwadis.

There 1s no dearth of laws. Even our Constitution says that children from 5 years to 14 years of age should be
provided compulsory education. That 1s the fundamental law. There are so many other laws speaking about how
bad child labour is and how we will find the solution. But the problem is that it persists with us. As you know,
these children are working in very dangerous occupations. They work in factories that make crackers, salt, kilns,
gem polishing, agriculture, carpet making etc. They also work in most of the traditional industries. So, how to
find a solution to this gigantic problem is the concern of the House when we are discussing this problem.

Now I have a few suggestions in this regard. One is that there are so many schemes under implementation. If
you examine those schemes how they are being implemented, it 1s found that very tardy implementation is
taking place. There is no sense of urgency. There is no concern that this country has to find a solution to this
problem. That attitude should change. That is the first thing. If that attitude is changed that means the promise
that we made to ourselves, to this country and to this House that by the end of the Tenth Five Year Plan we will
find a solution to this malady and if we are serious about it, then we will have to provide more funds. We have to
do this with a great sense of urgency. But that approach is not seen either from the Central Government or from
the State Governments. We have to change our attitude.

As regards the legislation about child labour which are preventing it, discouraging it and threatening punishment
and all that, if need be, they should be given more teeth. I do not say that more laws are required. Rather than
giving teeth and introducing more legislation, there should be a political will at every level to ensure that these
laws are implemented properly. Some assurance should come. This House should express itself that the
concerned legislation will be implemented. I think now the style of implementation should also change. We have
Panchayati Raj system. There are three-tier Panchayats. If we ask them to play a role in creating awareness
among the masses that this malady should find a solution, that will go a long way in sending the message to the
people.
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Secondly, it is not only a question of reaching the message to the people, but the Centre as well as the States also
will have to find enough resources so that the problem could be solved by providing sufficient financial support.

The earning of the child becomes an important part in conditions of poverty, especially in most backward
regions and amongst the most backward section of our population. Take for example the fishermen community.
They live in the coastal regions. The children of this community are engaged in various types work relating to
fishing. It so happens because they are poor. They should be supported. Then let us take the case of entire north
India, the Hindi speaking States, this i1s one area, if you consider it as one unit of the country, then you would
find that most people are backward and illiterate here and child labour is in pre dominant in this part of the
country. Special emphasis should be given and special efforts should be made by the Government in these States
to find a solution to this problem.

Sir, I mentioned about the fishermen community and also about the Hindi speaking States. Generally speaking,
amongst the Muslim community you would find that there is a lot of child labour. Poor in that community
should be given sufficient support so that the children belonging to this community goes to school, rather than to
factories. I would think that enough emphasis should be laid on these aspects and programmes in this regard
should be implemented with all seriousness. If the Government has the will and the determination to solve this
problem, then the Government of India should take the initiative and call a meeting of all political parties in the
country and have discussion about how the Government proposes to approach this issue, how they are going to
tackle this issue, to what extent financial support could be provided, how programmes meant to check this
menace could be implemented speedily. All these things should be discussed at a meeting of all political parties
at the national level. After that, the various NGOs and other mass organisations should be asked to carry the
message to the people and help in implementation of the programmes meant to check this problem of child
labour. With greater support, greater involvement of different sections of the society, greater involvement of the
Panchayati Raj institutions and with greater emphasis to tackle the problem where it is more serious like I
mentioned about the backward communities and amongst the children of northern India, probably the
Government would be able to tackle this problem more effectively than what it is doing at present.

There is an immense possibility that we would get a big support to our effort from international organisations
like the ILO. We are probably not approaching them with enough emphasis and projects. Maximum effort
should be made to get their support in solving this problem. It is not only the international organisations, apart
from the ILO, but there are also other organisations and NGOs who could help the Government in its effort. We
should take the support of the NGOs. They could provide the finance. We can get financial support from other
countries as well. If all these are amassed and then if that is distributed amongst the weaker sections and they are
given the requisite support, then their children would start going to school, rather than going to the factories for
work. That would create a condition where we will be able to find a solution to this problem.

I had mentioned about the children belong to the dalit community, tribal community, fishermen community,
children belonging to the Muslim community and also children of backward states and regions in the northern
India.

Sir, you may not ring the bell. I would not take much time and I am going to conclude soon.
16.00 hrs.

What is that infrastructural support that we will have to provide? If financial assistance is provided and
conditions are created for the children to go and study, then they will go to school. We must have many more
Anganwadis. The ICDS Scheme should be further extended so that every child will have an Anganwadi in the
neighbourhood. If they have it, then they can go and study there. Not only that. Anganwadis should provide
more facilities. At the moment they are providing certain facilities. But they should be further strengthened it.
They should provide not only mid-day meals, but also nutritious food, education in health and hygiene etc. More
primary schools should be set up in places where it is needed. We have to approach it as a socio-economic
problem. We will have to find out which are the areas which are most affected. We have to get international
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support. We can organise national meeting of political parties, mass organisations and NGOs and spread the
message to the people utilising the panchayati raj institutions.

With all this, I think, we will be able to find a solution to this problem. Then, what is required is a time-bound
programme and the whole country should be mobilised so that a solution is found to this problem. If the
Government agrees with this approach, then I think, we will be able to find out some kind of solution to this
problem in the near future. I hope this House will agree with all these proposals. I support the Bill.

#ft ISitard a1 (fRRIsTeTs) : SuTeder waiey, ot sadTel ofeve URetl §RT WRqd aidd M Ioame fadrs,
2005 RS Hequl Ao fade g1 24 w31 St ¥gl fdemm™ 21 # 979 e sl 6 39 W) ==l & a5 B
wreid gard are H9 S &l e # fu Wl ug agd € iR qHw@n 21 9 O 9Rd & dfagr ol arr 24
# of wEr T B 5 14 a1 A FH AR T B Tod FREW A HH TG S| W0 B g w9 & N fFreerw
I@ & g1 29 H Hf FE T 7 fF 9 iR Jaraven & wm @ g | Al § gudt ardawen 81 & 919 3R
THM B 8 & dras[e Wl a1l ] & awI JUEd g, dfcsh ITH SOTHT & g1 8, &4l 981 g8 ¢l

Ml & P 58 1 & d1g it BAR - H W 9 s a1l &1 #ig €, o ar fogrs amfor ofga 3 €
3R T foers el ofaal H gl nft g & W iRy ara s fajielt fRaw & rawR WY ug gdran w6
SHTHAT 50 IRA dTel SfHeh bR AR & W4 H DM B ol 374 4 B g snfeard, Wa iR fios qqar
¥ v gl fava § oo 24.6 IS T A0E § O A @ RIS TR <@ A T YA g dg B oard
APl & f2d § HM H qTell TG AR | Fal ¢ 6 21 9 7 arat #fhe & g W) vE 9837 a2l

YT HEIGY, drs GRBR o D! 51 fIUFT 3R MEUAN & A1 A1 2007 T a1l 919 HRA ¥ fAeq &1
daoed foram g1 A1 srea fagnt arerudt Sft &t fiselt aReR § 5w 43 A aifge fg anf S 3 qarm o
fp 39 Ty BT TR B STeR B URATSHT Yo I O &l & 3R dl 2007 Tb 8H a7l AHDT B FARAT Bl
A I B S| fARIGIT 979 ST 1 6 WA TR IRA WHR 7 gler fhd 21 arat sifddt & gfew e &
fog 1986 1 B a1 gall & FIGH dedi BI M B A A4S gl T 1987 # a1t 4Dl & R F b A4
AT f FE T iR 9T s T B & AU UH BEF G 1951 H IR 47 IR 9 1952 H ara-sfia
THET TR gweR A B T

16.06 hrs.

(Shri Varkala Radhakrishnan in the Chair)

Ifeh Wa B 811 & qrase W il e gk gAR <% H g9 Haeh! 371 @iy 9 el 31 @l &l 3@ e
IR A UM ARG UGN a1l HAD Tdhel fQeell # g AT 5 HAT S Sf@ 9 @ & A1 b ol {6 32
FHTT AHR 1 I1Y & R &9 HRATg HR B o

Tl wEey, ¥t WaT H 18 Iid 2005 PN ARIH U WA 3644 B @@ H garn W fF Q@ A A w®
gl B T B IR F PR Fdd & AR a7l AfFdl B S F gerdx el iR ST IR 48 & & 9Wd ¢
AT 50 o %2 €1 39 farm 4 ol R Rend oof g8 € i fFeel w gocd ff gy T €l 59d anv i
ST fiebs f TR € 9 3 YBR 8. |9 2002-2003 H 8930 HbaH Uoiipd Y| W 2003-2004 H 2650 JbaH aof
BU| T 2004-2005 H 8246 HheH Uil Ul & HRIS dld HAD S8l 8 81 I8 WA T8l & ¥R 2| R
hH 3ol gY, S FUX FT AT gall, fha AT ST gY, 3U B My U A& &

Fufa #ered, af 1971 A 1981 & SO & ae RRIfY we g8 € b ara sfiel @ e d 25 gfawrd &
SOMHT §3T & 3R W1 "e & quly 9¢ <& &l fo a=ai 1 faemerdi # 8 =anfey, Res gl § wom 8
Y, ST TR § U, ©icd 3R Poas ol I SHDI B THRAT W Sd & Tl B & O 39 G DI
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T A gerHR el <@l S Ahdl | $9 qd A F1 ©, g8l (aeT § oMUl AT dredl gl 9eai @ b
aRIRARTIT # B HAT TSl € 5 TP 84 30D Yo H el Sl 99 6 39 G A Foma o qfema gl
HIFEATarE] gfehion Ra- drel N 36 Wal § agd &fdd € b 30 v @ &9 fFruer Sy, wife dad b
& WER 39 WA W A8 fAuer S Awdar gl o 99 3 BEl € {6 9 2015 9@ W iR @ wwra 2@ gt
3R 39 I8 BT U fA9aror ¥ BT 2 3R I8 91d Fe! i 81 ¢ ar ) HxIsi g<di B {7 et & 81 et

aHIf Heled, 87 WAl ged 1241 FHe ad Sd-oid B8R 96 W &) $9dT Adad fdepd I8 T8l © & S #-
I g BT TSN Tel ared &SB! A RARY Tart T8 Rl {5 T v g=al B delH § 9| 99 a@
IT! SiifaeT &1 G Sao™ T8 8 TR g & Y SIS v T8 enl, gaard iR e @t erawen a8
BN 9 T 59 WHRT BT & el 8l Ahll o

FaTaf weed, # R |9 & 9 arar § fionere 9, 98t g€ @1 BM el 1 98l drdl Bl 6l § oY
3R qrel 51fid B B & 9Tt HDT DI TbsT D U B STl Wd 2| gl T Ardl Fed &), N & axars
I e Iy wiferd & w1 a6 89 o S B dxash| it 9RaR & 60-65 A1t @1 T @, A7 R
8l, 15-16 Wl Bl ASH! &l dl 11 Wil HI g1 BMH Tal BN A 39 &R H Fogl Tal STl AT B Sled &
3R &l a1 SR HRET & Hfrd A WA Bl & [ A OR A @A &l a9 R 1 | DA T8l drard|
JAITIHAT 3 410 DI & & 3T 39 W TRar A A4 |

ST #9 usel ®el b are ST B FHR TR A Jo! 2] 3H R B b [y U gicnIv SR agamrH
TRASHT T B MaeTHT Bl T S HEHH & fg o St uRum AR fEa, woieR 99 a8 ® %
S a1 #ffil &1 dis R T8 21 3a TR GER ® dfhd B & SRy I8 GAR g A8 @ dhdl|
), AR, MW@, N TG F ST Fad gl 99 9@ fegwE # R @ 9@ a6 ara HAfHet @ qHen
®f TR ERER W AWE © B BEA a9 T iR g 7 Suat wawen ¥ afd sue do wEl i #§ os9
AT ¥ e T8 S FHal 2] WRBR IREl INAT HRAHH BT RIS S A FA¢| g @ oy I9 a9
JBfIs awl el B 9 9@ S WA I GHIEM &l 8 Gdbdl| 3T S99 P Gedld © offdbd 9d dd
ST® WPl WOl DI ATRIT T8l HA, ITd (a4 Bl FaRRAT el HYl, SAD! Alell gTerd Tal a1, STd! @l
ol T8l g1071, S FOX BH B greadr sri df g IRFRRARYAT g+ B A1 5 #3 § Mg & b A<t
PR TG & A S Sl AR 8, I7 R Fiefeh YA B 61 98 Al 2| DR 30 A fagn 7 o
S @ foy Tad INEAT BRIGH BT A I, HOGH S G g, I 39 IR ¥ Ao e dadt 21

#ft w=diy diféra (gt faeehl) : @wufa weicy, wRe Argd o fdd 9e § oY €, 399 BIs U T8, Pig Ul
T VAT 8l BT S S9! WIaT & A o 81 oifh 39 IHR § B fdcl 39 a1 D a1 Bl &I, 98 37
# 1Rid B AT A, 8 AN a1 2| a9 sl H el = wa @ grean g H aredn o 6 o Wwerr @Y
3R N dTa SfHBT B a1 MY AT SHBT IR 419 HAl o) dfed & 741 | T8GRI 51 AT D1 g+l ol
g, forat fien #arer & € iR fara & s qe &1 2l

S ¥ Ugel WX aRS HIE 7 SN a1d Pel, IAA A d1d Fehel B AR 81 3R 89 fUwd 50-55 Arel &1 i
R 3R I el Bl ax® AU & Slel, Al AX Tl ¥ T8 TS YD, 89 I IHAR S & 50-55 ATl B
915 <9 $1 954 fdHm gonl ©, 9gad A 9l 7 T as 2

fp anft it B WX WIS &3 € R FE T Bl &R Afad B oot i W AR Bt st 21 oot W
T H Y@ g Onht 7, o ft Afgensit & Raers SafteT Bia1 8 Sud ISR ad €1 oot ot gferad & afa
3R anfearRrar & ufy o9 IR &1 ger f&ar <1 € 98 309 # 39916 8 SOl H a1 MfAe & o Siedy
< AHd ©l are HfHE BT ", A A Usel gl A Bl (B Bl 7 el Wl H ST 8, olfh d deal g b
WY 9 H IABT WG Dadd W F T R Dad WE A & gl T SIS B AR H 99 FA W U S quiA
& qN H 919 BE off Y| 9gd ¥ 3fids € S 97 5 & IR § qdd €, IS dHedl ¢ (& AR Tg& O RS &
PG & PIs Pedl & b T PIS B HAG 8, oAb d D&l 7 Pal U & qvH F BERY & od | be WY
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gigontdt € RN g Ah-ger auiF QU € 9 ed § f ot ft aea1 wpdt 81 Sar € S¥ a1 #ifis w11 g |
W FATA W BH I8 qUIF iR IRHIT 91 Hfd BT THR AT ARG | ST el W Tl S aAney R ridwei
% 2 ¥ ®W a9y, & Bl 7 9l gfied 9= SRRl Jids) & 29 ¥ Wb of % 81 § Wpa # T ufafes
B! BON B dR H B W@l gl AW I faeT @R @ § f6 & 98 = o e ufafesd Ao wper 7 € S
B, SW 91 Hf® & T H ST H WY, 99 B el WU H qdT goi & a1 s1HS B G § iR I§ S e
g 99 ol H TG B TR FE AE H fha WA 2l

IR ST &) 91 BE T, BE UeRdl B I B 91 BEl T &, 37 S A S gV a1 HfAD! B 79 9
WS R # AMd € ok g SER & aR § &° Fed &l A o g9fey SR BRit € ife I8 8 U™
ST & o sIR dei-afeadi o1 99 €, 981 S9! HidT fear § safav fRivmerg, fosafa ar Ramerd #
TR Q] HIE® S0 @l | $9PhT Haif) I8 Adad Tl & & iR 98 W el U0 Sl T8l & Sigl 9=
TS AAD U, I TS I O G, S S fid 9@, 98 I8 I9w 1 {6 w0 7 &9 gl fegea™ 7 sme &
DI U1 DT BT ST81 TG BT aedl DI G@ 81 & ol DI el Hardl Afely Afdel # a1 3 Uil A 3R
amuast gfe # & o udl, w3k ges I SRfl WRemell & WA @l o1 urdr| WAl WIS & |
TET 3T Ul S8 I [ HRIR Hed SSHR SHD! g8 A bl T | guivaqer Mfeym & qra f1 71 3 ura
21 oiftp & ool § ol ol U 9= € Sl 3[U9 99uq &l AN B, g9uq § g g & 9ol & fow gar
AT S8 9HT ol T iR 8 Rl Bedt Bxd € ISP BIed) Bel 7 del B deal gl AY ded ug '
f a8 &R g1 S el 7 Bl ol el ATl B, IAD] aTel D B AR F 771 W09}

T FE@yYl I el Dl ol I gedl B TpA H AN B A Hal g M, H 3W a1 DI A § B ARG &
BIE Whol, WG IIHN FARAT # A1 8 S g2 B UM od% 81| TR Tei 984 Wl & ad Wl g2 Tl
H 1@ E, B A PO WBR W AT WH, AHR S Wl TR AT IR M5 DTS 3R fadweq 78 g1 Ai-
qM9 3T T DI Dol 7 Dol Wpall A Ao © olfbd 39 ¥ H 9gd A AAGD ol & Sl gedi DI o Bl
Rt & € S 59 @ 2 % R disd, R T-af0at 59 39 & Ipoll A O W | T O S Il A S
od e 8 S8l avad & WHI 99 W U T Sushdl 81 3R UHAT # 99 W gu T uedl g1 U8 Wpol 9gd &
FH & R daears T 81 o R R er dfe 9 forgar & @1 959 39 a1d B Ug UTY| 98 HH U A ©
ST8l geal Bl ST! ¥ B oA W O e W W R Wb, IF W B FHe 99 dUD DI SD! AR e
TP | AR-TR TT B=-B: FATRT Bl GgM @ ol T SR BIa1 & a1 gara uf¥ierr 81m g, $is Sige 3 ®Y
FRD Al & A1 R Ry 8 dige Wi €1 R Isw | A T 7 f6 ¥ U @@e € o onwr @ Rufa # aga
W 8 gd &, SToR gleld ¥ & Hifd 39 ¥g Bl UET gAR AATIdHT B el gl 980 &H U Wl & ol
QRIS T W qedi B Aerdt & S8 9 U aara]er § Ug uld §, S8l 401§ S9dT del 7 bl 799 ol el
AR 3R MUd qed Ipel W Wy 9T & HifF Ipar # ST b fAerdn € &R arex Wt aga it @
3T fiyerdr gl

Tidl & ded Ipdl A gAfeld T WA Riifdh aTE” BIS MBI TE fierdr, SR Wt |er 78 S Rd WRhR
3R TN U0 WRHR A e @ S yunel! 991S €, 9% oUW MY H ga+il weH Tel § {5 I= 9 W § @
D | 3R BIS g2l 10-12 ATl D IS 3 1T ol g8 (- et fuedt oft w0 § aumem & werq =81 81 urarn gl

[ETIRT Sfl, ST <=aT 8RN SR # W sl 3-4 Aal A <1 8 [ 3pd & SRPam W Aorifad faas g 8l
STeRR faare 39 a0 R Bk 2 {6 9T e AT IS Ygel I BT UM G o1 AT M [T 5T B AR
Hr e St & IR 7 wurer o S| 39 9 FRefe qrdl W gH | 31k SMU-gAR SN dnT fIaR #Rd <8
9 & e B9 W) orel 987 R fegw & wlag &1 M & o & 39 qR H d9aR @ 9 gl 9= &
IR e @ o 9 At & raeadar Bdt @ R W 7 Fue # it v § ot i 2 ik T areR B @
Ty Sirer a1 o 89 99 e e & TR R A S 9| g2 &1 o A @ 98 e @ 9ahdl € 98 AR
UE SRt 81 919 89 |e) e 98 < uid € 91 98l Whd [ ke 9 99 URA 91 g9R el $l |el e § 9|
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arft Rieral @& ufderor & g @t 1E 1 B axe dad # Iorify affiferd R 8 S amar ® 5 e @
e w2 &1 95 UfAUd W Pad TABI FRAT & T gl TR Riaw aivag w18 8, 9 39 919 B Wel-vifa
THed & R e Yol AT YT B B Bddl AN BT SIBR Bl AT gl 3T o fdt el § =rar 9,
WPl H 40 9o & FWR T <rer e oifs ia # & ¥ | 70-80 &R I8 d& fb 100 d=di W & TR
forerTT| a2 g9 38 € SR SR Wt gH @1 ¥ R 37 iR AR gR1 o i S Ml & gqR-aRiol bl § e
A, W Tl 4 STt 3 I & gl 40 9= W 3-4 T fAed 1 IR & afibs df RER 8 S &, AfPb
e AR H gedl B ford WEASe AT Ufedid Wpel © IfdATdl 3R Blg [ddbed T8l fHear &l Sisf I9e ford &n
3R ama 2t 8, a8l fen yorelt ft At 81 A0 @ Fae & 5 WReR Barrd Wpell W) el & €| U 3R
HEqUl a1 TS © [ HT el A el Dl PO FIAd §2 ATYDI IR SART I , WPR I a1 Bl o9 A 84
AT T & B AT I vpdl oM ¥ B Rawd T A ¥ it w0 wwea § R 9 wpell 9 Froe g
2 HH AT dTel BN | B AT BN & AN TR B IHhd & AR g wr ff anfRd | T U gAR Iper g
Bl <d &... (FaUH)

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please be brief. Time is very short.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE AND MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI BIJOY HANDIQUE): This is a very
important discussion. So, time should be extended.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Members, today the Prime Minister made a suo motu statement on his
recent official visit to the United States of America. Thereafter, the hon. Speaker announced that he
would allow a discussion on the Prime Minister’s statement on Monday the 1 August, 2005.

Subsequently, the hon. Minister of Parliamentary Affairs has informed that the Prime Minister
would be busy on 1 and 2 August, 2005 in connection with the Official Visit of His Excellency, the
President of Seychelles and has requested that the discussion may be deferred to 3 August, 2005.

Therefore, the hon. Speaker has now decided to have the said discussion on Wednesday the 3
August, 2005 instead of Monday as announced earlier.

#ft gty SHara : Fufa Aeey, oY 99 dedl, H§ SUAl daae] WHIW B @ oy GAR gl AT 3fd § dad I8
I B fF T FE G AfR B S § oo B Ren gt ¥ a1 T8 77 o vF 987 Agaget g 2
SH H IS WH U A1 SR @1 A1 [ 3Rk g wel Sl ® b q=dl B1 dibeeer e < Siel a1
qra 3 # Rl 8 a wEl © Afh &H g W " ARy o s waw g i, fadre) A @ are A F,
R aRE &1 Rien a=di & Y smawgd g, T w9y SR @ S Sl A1, S9d] AFNG [ o a¥id
F B 8, STHT A} sqavt< R T 4 Bl 8, 9 99 St Rien g=@1 3 < @iy, 98 e Renfag @
T W < ARy | fh IWH BUNI Wl Yde 31eT 81 9 dTd Bl # 9gd 30l dvg ¥ WHEdI g, gfe A4 By
ol SW@ T| 9 q% qEl & R U1 FE STel), S1uAT qRT 2 e <f, 9 97 fawfia fex ag @ 9@ e
A | ST [N -1 I Gara & oNfd i & w9 H & gl O %2 8, SId! IR a8 aedl fhl
IRE 1 U, g ARSI B ARy

[UIRT wEqy, #1 Y% W UH 9 Hal off {6 g AN aas™ b 9uiF Bl HEl A Hel dacl | I9H g Y1y Il
3R M <@ g | Sd 89 a9 P 91 Bd © d1 SHRY AW B G SATeaY S SN b ardd Hfid g
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amd &S fordt 71 fheft ave & aga gfewa wRRfal # &m a7 2 €1 38 @18 Q@ 1 78 ® fF A A s
g, T8l Ha¥ Ugd B PRIR FHeH IO TS| AP UH 3R TR H 1 49 AR A H g, a8 9gd
HH A1 B &l g8 adl HH VAT § Sl ol € g=dl W 3D Wpol 7 BIal 8, oAb HEl 7 BEl I Il
TITT SR VI 7| 3T <@ 8 P ores I arel wR 9, =S w8 SWTel ¥ 9gd 4 = Hel o4l R B
FRA ©, HEl [UFERl H B B © 3R 3 980 A BRUGAI § M B ¢l I8 W Th a¥g B HREF ol
Hed &AM Yg I 91 Aredl g b w1 g8 W) ard el B Ao F srar 7 A1 T | R ard Sifis bad
T8 SN NG § 9T gea1 wEl 9 HEl ST 8] §9 gedl b1 9999 del 7 bel S99 foad ol @1 ¥ A7 T |
Y W 'l Wpfad W @ D! [qbr ear @ifey A1l.. . (@uE) § e e # Ul ard qHr HR el gl

#ft 9= OIS I (FIRYR) : W% § U @iEe 316 HHYE R E| 89R1 I8 Sl 2 [ 1R 4§ Tiax 9ed
o UE BT Hed @I & ot fF AIg AR gor AT XA HAT Off BT Wedwe 8NN | 3T |ig ar 991 W@ &l

MR. CHAIRMAN : I am coming to that. The hon. Railway Minister, who is present here, has all
along been dealing with railway accidents, but now he has to deal with bomb blast also. This is very
unfortunate. Now, he will make a statement.

it g Sfera : {id Aeey, g gvare, S e {91 fR IR SR &1 Ata el

SIMERVNY Xl HAT & gaied ¥ Ugel # e 81 A1 b &4 T 3R a7 5 & IR A Ars-agd Qa1 A1feg| a8 ard
Y¥ € - S gl DI HEl 9 Hel qa9q § IAH] 79 (B U AR Qe B R dig o gl § 37 a1 A WAt
3T g b B 7 Bl I AN Fael Bl ISUI IR AR U&T Bl q1d W W, IfPbT 39 919 A 8 gBR TE
TR THd fF SN ad S @ 91 i A I R IV WA AN E qaa A S NI & 5 6, 7, 8 AT 9
al @ [E A A §, A SHD ARG A B gord, ... (aU)

MR. CHAIRMAN: You conclude. You promised to conclude within two minutes.
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SHRI BIKRAM KESHARI DEO (KALAHANDI): Mr. Chairman, Sir, the Bill which is being
discussed today to abolish child labour in the country is a very important Bill, which has been
introduced by Shri Igbal Ahmed Saradgi.

Sir, we support this Bill and the reason is that child is the future of the nation. That is the time when
his mind is getting developed, his physical structure is getting developed, and he should get the best
of facilities during his adolescence, childhood days.
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So many recommendations were made by the international organisations. Article 39 (f) of our
Constitution says:

"that children are given opportunities and facilities to develop in a healthy
manner and in conditions of freedom and dignity and that childhood and
youth are protected against exploitation and against moral and material
abandonment. "

Again, article 42 says:

"The State shall make provision for securing just and humane conditions of
work and for maternity relief. "

Therefore, the provisions are there in the Constitution. Are we following them today? That has to be
seen. Sir, if you go to Orissa or Madhya Pradesh or Chhattisgarh, you will find hundreds of child
labour being employed in picking tendu leaves from where they make bidi pathas, from where they
make bidi. The entire bidi industry involves child labour. Sir, you go to Badau in U.P. In the
corporate industry, child labour are involved. So, when he has to develop mentally and physically,
he is subjected to work. That means, we are robbing him of his rights as a child. He is forced to
work. You will see that most of the child labour are from the BPL families who are subject to
migration, who are subject to starvation and who are subject to acute poverty and inhuman
conditions in times of natural calamity. Those children of the BPL families are subject to work
because of their poverty condition. So, how do we eradicate it? How do we stop it? It is the
responsibility of any democratic Government to provide the basic necessities such as proper
education, proper health facilities, proper environment for his growing up to develop, and proper
recreation facilities to a child.

A lot of child education programmes are going on. I will give you my district as an example. In
Kalahandi district, the Government has launched a scheme for girl child education, that is Balika
Samridhi Yojana, where at the primary level, the adivasi harijan child gets a stipend. When the child
goes to the middle school, he gets a higher stipend. When the child goes for higher studies, after
class X, he gets Rs.1,000 per month. You will be surprised to hear that from the Centre, the
allocation has not reached my district since two years. On this [ have written letters to the Ministry
and I have also written letters to the officers concerned. Under this scheme, Balika Samridhi Yojana,
about 18,000 children have been identified in my district but not a single child has got it. So, the
Department is looking at the problem of the child with callousness because they cannot raise their
voice.

Only after 18 years of age, they could vote. But before that, they are subject to ask the Government,
the officials and the executives. Where can they go and clamour? Therefore, this Bill is a very good
Bill and it should not be taken lightly.

Till today in the hilly tracts where the ICDS programmes are going on, you will see most of the
Anganwadis are empty in the tribal areas. If you go through the Reports of the Scheduled Tribe
Commission and the Standing Committee, you will see this. When the Members make tour there,
when they go on tour, they see that in most of the ITDA blocks, the ICDS offices are not working.
The Anganwadi workers are not posted. The ICDS workers, who give their honorary services, are
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paid so abysmally low. When the previous Government was there, they had raised it Rs.1000 a
month for the Anganwadi and the ICDS worker. Before that, it was just Rs.300 honorarium. So, I
request the Finance Minister and the Government that a higher amount of money should be paid to
those workers who are giving their honorary service in remote places of the country. They should be
paid higher.

Now I congratulate the Orissa Government. I congratulate the Chief Minister, Mr. Naveen Patnaik.
He has launched a new scheme to have Anganwadi centres in villages where there is a population of
150 children. Previously, a village of 500 or 300 population will have one Anganwadi centre. But
now he had reduced that. Now a village with 150 population will have one Anganwadi centre so
that more attention is paid to the children there. The dropout rate in children, because of poverty
condition among the tribals and the Scheduled Castes, is the highest. Shri Chandra Shekhar Rao
knows it very well. He comes from Telungana which is predominantly a tribal and hilly area and is
akin to the geographical conditions of Orissa also, because we are neighbour to his State.

Therefore, I think when the Minister comes up with his reply, he gives us a very firm reply that in
future we could get a Bill where prevention of child labour is introduced and child labour is
abolished. We cannot abolish it totally immediately. It should be done in a phased manner because a
lot of small tiny cottage industries depend upon the tender hands like in the Dari industry or the
carpet industry of Mirzapur or other handicraft industries throughout the country. It must be worked
out. There must be a time-table for them. The study should not be neglected.

Today my district has nearly about 45 child labour schools. The hon. Minister has increased the
education package. He has increased the budget for education. Education cess has also been levied.
But I am sorry to state that all the child labour schools in my district do not have a roof over their
heads. The children do not have a roof over their heads. So, I request the Finance Minister that for
the child labour schools also, they should provide infrastructure. They should provide at least three
rooms.

In this recess period, I had toured about 150 villages. | had a pada yatra. 1 went to these child labour
schools. If you go and see, they are in a pitiable condition. You must make a Master Plan for
providing infrastructure, school buildings to the child labour schools. We just cannot open it in
paper. Here I open a child labour school and some children will go there and mid-day meals will be
given. But Orissa gets the South-West monsoon and it rains for six months of the year. So, where
will the children go and study? So, the children are the future citizens of the country. Today we are
in Parliament. The children will become Members of Parliament. They will become Prime Ministers
of India. They will become IAS officers. So, considering these facts, we have to create them the
condition and atmosphere to grow into healthy citizens of this country.

SHRI T.K. HAMZA (MANIJERI): Hon. Chairman, the name Abolition of the Child Labour Bill is
very good when we hear it. But it is very difficulty to abolish the child labour by legal steps or
remedy. Day by day, it is increasing in our country. All over the country, it is going on. The
behaviour of the employers towards these children is very bad; it is very cruel. They beat them with
legs, and we have been hearing so many other things. We are ruining the future of this country by
letting the children employed.
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In spite of a law abolition the child labour we could not abolish this so far. It is still going on.
Sometimes, some action is taken, police come, and some arrests are made. But actually it is
increasing. We have to find out the real reason of this problem. First of all, it is the poverty. Poverty
is the menace of our country. Without providing them with some livelihood, we cannot solve this
problem. Although their parents are working yet they are not earning enough. That is why, their
children also go for work. So, poverty is the main reason behind this problem.

Another reason is the unemployment problem. So far, the unemployment problem could not be
solved in our country. This social aspect has to be considered seriously. Then only this child labour
can be eradicated from this country. Merely by passing a law or implementing legal provisions, we
cannot in any way eradicate this problem. Therefore, my humble submission before this august
House 1s that we have to work untidely, and find out a way to eradicate poverty, and solve the
unemployment problem.

#ft ISRM gl (fAe@R) : A [wTafa Jeied, Smu 31 91 99, S Ud AT W1 8, R didd o1 Jidh]
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Wrflert gAfEaa &% & S F1f2y| ot # S & WY ®E ddhdl g (b ol [ Ao gx o9 § 9 € R
YR TRBR BT U1 a1 o @71 8, S99 I R PIs BIRIR AT & d 98 aiae [ Joen 8 S 9iae &
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Mr. Rajaram Pal, please sit down for a minute.

The time allotted for discussion on this Bill is over. If the House agrees, the time for discussion on
this Bill might be extended by one hour.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: I think, the sense of the House is in favour of an extension and so the time for
discussion on this Bill is extended by one hour.
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SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY (DHENKANAL): Thank you Mr. Chairman, Sir, for giving me
this opportunity to speak on this delicate issue today. The Bill for the Abolition of Child Labour,
2005 1is definitely praiseworthy. But for any sensible person who has seen the country, it is
impossible to support this Bill. This 1s a Bill which has no connection to reality, to the ground
conditions of India in 2005.

Like this august House, many State Legislatures, when they sit, pass innumerable Bills,
amendments, Acts, laws — you name it. That is all they do. But the question comes to mind that
whether these laws, these Bills or these small amendments which a lot of us sometimes forget to
check or we do not even understand the import of these little words "and/or", what kind of a
difference it makes at the ground level when it is implemented, mostly we do not even notice it. So,
it is very easy to sit in this august House and pass laws and when the law goes down to the ground
level, it gets a very perverted shape and it is implemented in that very perverted shape.

All of us here are children at heart and it is obvious that all of us who think or who are the
lawmakers of this country want that the future of this nation, our children grow up as happy,
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extremely healthy and educated children. We would like our future generation to be on par with the
best on earth. But our economic situation forces our children to work.

This law should ideally apply to children, as is understood generally, from the age group of 6 to 14
years. But children have to work. The parents force them to work primarily because of low level of
education amongst the parents and resultant poverty. I firmly believe that it is time for all of us here
to take a universal approach to problems like child labour. You cannot segregate it and say that child
labour is to be dealt with exclusively. That is not possible. You have to deal this problem, as also
innumerable other problems, with a universal outlook.

If the economic situation of the families improves, I am certain no parent would like his or her child
to go to work in the field or in some damp squib factory or in some dhaba or in some restaurant. But
with poverty looming so large and hunger burning the stomach, the choice for the children is
extremely limited.

It is either they work or they starve, but in the modern situation, there is, of course, a third
alternative. We also have to keep that in mind. When we sit here, let us not be unfeeling and let us
not be cold and aloof. The third alternative is child pornography, child prostitution and of course,
there are so many paedophiles all over this world. Through the internet and through all modern
means of communication, paedophilia is a problem that is real and that has to be considered when
you consider issues like abolition of child labour.

The WTO has implemented or suggested that child labour must be banned. The United States of
America has banned import of many products from India and other countries because they believe
that child labour has been used, but all this has been done on their part primarily because they do
not understand our problems. If we, who sit in this House, also do not understand the problem of
India, I am certain that we will force this country, drive this country in a very wrong direction.

Say, we pass this law and it goes down to the thana level, the police officer or the enforcement
agency 1s not bothered about what happens to the child labour, but he or she is bothered about his
collections for the month which have to be passed on to the SP, to the DIG, to the 1G, to the DG and
so on and so forth. So, instead of clamping down on the child labour or stopping the child from
working, the enforcement agency, primarily the police, will start harassing your little dhabas, your
restaurants, your carpet-making units etc. where children are given the opportunity to work and to
earn a livelihood by which they support their families.

There are many NGOs who claim that they have saved so many children and they give us the
figures also, but nobody speaks about what happens to those children and what is the follow up
action. So, if we accept that this is an economic problem, we have our BIMARU States like Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh or the other name is cow-belt, without offending
anybody. ... (Interruptions) Are you offended? I am sorry.

SHRI SANDEEP DIKSHIT : Orissa is also there. ... (Interruptions)

SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY : Of course, Orissa is included in everything. In infant mortality
also, Orissa is one of the highest. I have no shame in accepting that Orissa is also included in this
conglomeration of States because this forms the major part of this country where the South has
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developed because of education, while this area has fallen back because of lack of education, lack of
proper awareness.

So, to deal with this problem, three things, in my mind, are very important. We have to take a
universal look first, but after that, there has to be population stabilisation. There has to be public
awareness, which I think is probably the only answer to this problem. But keeping the present
scenario in mind, the Government and the enforcement agencies can do a positive action instead of
collecting their little monthly battis or whatever you call it. They can take a positive role and ensure
that wherever a child is working, the child is given minimum wages as are applicable to a grown up.
So, if you ensure through your enforcement agencies, through your police, through your labour
organisations and Labour Departments that we will not stop the child from working, we will not
penalise the owner of the organisation because she or he is employing a child, but we will ensure
that the child is given minimum wages, then probably our approach will be more balanced and we
will be able to give some kind of justice till such time that the economic situation of this country
improves, with such brilliant people sitting on both sides of this House and also, I hope, that the
Lord Almighty blesses this country.

DR. THOKCHOM MEINYA (INNER MANIPUR): Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir. I rise to
participate in the discussion on the consideration of the Abolition of Child Labour Bill, 2005 moved
by Shri Igbal Ahmed Saradgi on 13 May 2005, and make some vital observations on this issue.

The 2001 census speaks about the volume of child labour in the country. Perhaps, we have the
largest number of child labour employed in the world. The official reports might speak of a lesser
number, but I think, this number is more than what is given in the official records.

Several of our learned colleagues have pointed out that there might be many reasons for it, but one
of the important reasons for this problem is the abundant availability of children in the country to
work as labourers as they could be employed at a very cheap rate. This is one of the basic reasons
for this problem prevailing in this country, and poverty is the basic cause for all this. Therefore, I do
fully agree with the viewpoints expressed by my friends.

I would like to narrate some of my humble experiences. All of you are aware that I belong to the
State of Manipur, which is surrounded by hills. These hills are very very thinly populated. We have
90 per cent of the area of the State in the hills and 10 per cent of the area of the State in the valley,
but the concentration of population is just the opposite of it. | mean to say that more than 90 per
cent of the population live in the valley and less than 10 per cent of the population live in the hills.

During our childhood we have never come across the problem of child labour. We always used to
follow our parents to the fields to do the ploughing, cultivation, harvesting, etc., but that is not to be
treated as child labour, which we are discussing here today.

We have seen in the movies, and we have also personally seen in many of the metropolitan cities
that the mafias are employing children to do their work. We have even found children being blinded
or their legs chopped off, and made to beg in the cities. These mafias earn money out of it, and do
all this by violating the basic human rights of these children. This is the manner in which we have
learnt that perhaps there is definitely the problem of child labour in the country.
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A number of children are employed as domestic servants, which is also very very unfortunate. |
would like to very humbly mention in this august House that most of the elite people of our country
do employ children below the age of 18 years for doing their family chores. I am very sorry to
mention this fact here. We have to be very clear in our mind if we wish to solve the menace of child
labour in this country.

Basically, we have been talking about two issues. Firstly, it was stated that proper education should
be provided to the children as well as to their parents, and at the same time we have to take care of
their health problems. If we can take care about these two issues, namely, educating the children as
well as taking care of their health problems, then we shall be able to do away with this menace of
child labour.

But then, why this Act? That is because, my friend must have brought this Bill with the very good
intention of highlighting the real problem being faced in the country. I congratulate him for that.
However, still I would like to put forward my opinion that we are now in such a situation where
solving this particular problem by an Act is a little too early. If I may be allowed to put it in a very
modest way, all of us have to try together for getting feasible solutions.

When I came to Parliament this time, [ am rather very lucky to be on the Committee on Human
Resource Development. Under that Committee, we have a Department called the Department of
Women and Child Welfare. We have had long and detailed discussions on the issues of women
budgeting, child budgeting, etc. The Government of India has got a plan to have a National
Commission for Children to look into all the various problems. I will refer here one of the very
important opinions that were brought forward. As you know, the recent amendment to article 45 of
the Constitution of India provides early childhood care and education to all children until they
complete the age of six years. This has been covered by the ICDC where, after reaching the age of
six years, when the child is quite healthy and can be taught preliminary ideas of what is education,
they can be converged under what we proposed to be the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan. Children aged
between six and 14 years would be covered under this scheme. By that way, perhaps the children
will be made so busy in their lives that they will have no time to go any other way. Their parents
will be very happy in the sense that the children would be given food, they would be given shelter,
they would be given clothes, they would be given free books and what not. We are going to provide
free and compulsory education to children through Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan. Once we do that, the
problem is almost solved, I put it that way.

However, in a State like ours - I am not ashamed to say this before all of you - this Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan has not taken off in spite of the fact that it has started some years back. But, we do not lose
hope because this time we are collecting education cess from all and we have enough money to
implement the provisions. So, we are very hopeful that we will start now. Perhaps we shall be able
to come up on par with other parts of the country. As you know, Manipur is having a literacy rate of
not less than 60 per cent at the moment. So, it will not be a problem for us. In our case, I was trying
to point out, once the ignorance of parents towards the education of their children is removed
through proper education both for the parents and children, this evil of child labour can be got rid
of. This is my firm belief. This is one of the most important things that we have to do.
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For this we have to find a holistic approach, comprehensive, strategic and area specific
arrangement. Our country is vast and every area has got different kinds of problems. Therefore, it
must be area-specific. The approach should be comprehensive, integrated and holistic. Only then
perhaps we shall be able to come out of this problem.

I congratulate my friend for having brought this Bill to the House to see that all of us are
enlightened to the problem and go ahead in ensuring that the future of our children is in a very good
shape and that they compete among themselves and among the children of the rest of the world.

SHRI VARKALA RADHAKRISHNAN (CHIRAYINKIL): Sir, I rise to support this Bill. Here, the
main question is with regard to the amendment to the present Act - the Child Labour (Prohibition
and Regulation) Act, 1986. There is already a law in the land which regulates child labour. In the
present Act, there is an inherent weakness and deficiency. I would like to bring that into focus and
to the attention of the Government. The point is that children are allowed to work but not allowed to
do hazardous work. Only in the field of hard labour, there is prohibition but in other fields, children
are permitted to work and they are still working.

When children of their age are going to school, these poor children who are living below the
poverty line are working hard in hotels, restaurants, etc. They are working in an obnoxious
situation. This is the situation in the country. We have the Eighty-Sixth amendment of the
Constitution, which has declared ‘education" as a fundamental right. All citizens have the right to
education. It is a fundamental right. Providing education is the duty of the Government Here, is a
case wherein the children are not allowed to go to schools because of poverty and poor economic
circumstances. They are forced to work in some restaurants or saloon or beauty parlour, which are
not termed as hotels.

As 1 have already pointed out, it is a tragedy and it is a clear case of discrimination when there is a
law and education is a fundamental right according to the Eighty-Sixth amendment of the
Constitution. These children are denied that right. They are not allowed to enjoy this right. This is
the pitiable condition available in the country. I would request the hon. Minister to amend the
present law. The Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986 is only partial and

does not enforce total prohibition. The law is defective in the sense that prohibition is there, no
doubt, but that prohibition is only for so-called hard labour. Prohibition is only partial. Hence, my
request is that it must be made total, total in the sense that all children up to the age of 14 must go to
the school. They must have the right to go to the school. This is the fundamental right under the
Eighty-Sixth amendment of the Constitution. It is clear that these children who are now going for
work are not allowed to do hazardous work. Under the present Child Labour Act, they are denied
that opportunity.
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Therefore, my humble submission in the instant case is that the Government must take a very
definite stand to see that the 1986 Act is amended prohibiting all sorts of child labour, whether it is
at the beauty parlour or restaurants or some hotel or some other place of work. Children below the
age of 14 should not be permitted to work in hotels, restaurants, beauty parlours, etc.; they should
go to school. The law must be changed. Otherwise, we cannot speak of equality before law. We are
really denying the citizen"s right to these poor children. The law is crystal clear and that it is
discriminatory in the sense that there is only partial prohibition.

Now in the 215" century, partial prohibition is not enough. Hard labour is prohibited; hazardous
labour is prohibited. But, other type of labour is very widespread. It has covered the entire human
activity. So, we can see children doing their jobs which are hazardous in nature. When we travel on
the road, we can see children doing some work, collecting the papers or doing some work to earn
some money. Their parents will send them for work due to poverty.

Ours is a vast country. We claim and boast that our country has attained cent per cent literacy. How
can we attain literacy when the dropouts in the schools are alarmingly on the increase? So, due to
compulsion, children go up to first standard or second standard. After that, they become dropouts
and go for doing

labour. Majority of these children do not reach tenth standard or even fifth standard. There will be
dropouts in the country even at the level of primary education. So far as partial prohibition is
concerned, it should be converted into total prohibition. In our country, we feel proud of our Father
of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi. We are trying to see that all children in our country go to schools.
We have this Employment Guarantee Scheme. We are now taking steps to see that everybody gets a
job, everybody is employed. That is our aim. We should have some aim that all children should go
to school without any discrimination whether they are living below the poverty line or otherwise.
Whatever be the economic condition, the State should take the responsibility to see that all children
go to school. TheChild Labour Act, 1986 should be amended.

So, I request the hon. Minister who is present here, he is a man of good sense, he has a great
concern towards children, to take steps to amend the 1986 Act so that all the children in our country
below the age of 14 get an opportunity to attend the school. The child labour should be totally
prohibited in our land. That is the need of the hour. I hope that the Minister will definitely see and
bring an amendment Bill on Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act 1986. There is a
national campaign also going on. I support it for total prohibition of child labour. With these words,
I support this Bill.

DR. PRASANNA KUMAR PATASANI (BHUBANESWAR): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I rise to support
the Abolition of Child Labour Bill.

"That the Bill to abolish the child labour in the country and for matters
connected therewith, be taken into consideration. "
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Children are God. Children are like flowers blooming in God’s Garden. The flower is having equal
petals. Each petal has equal value. It is said:

We are born as child and we die as child. ¥=3 3R 9§ t& £

The old man also is a child. Again after death he will go to a mother’s womb, according to Hindu
hymn. So, all children are Gods. But now we are punishing children, that mean, we are punishing
the God. They are labouring, which means, the God is labouring. We are butchers; we are
butchering the God. So, that infinity coherence is synchronised within us. We do not know the art
how to recognise that eternal power which unfolds the creating potentiality probably hidden inside
children. So, child labour is a crime.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, the hon. Member from Kalahandi, Mr. B.K. Deo and the hon. Member from
Dhenkanal, Mr. Tathagata Satpathy, while participating in the debate, quoted the truth as to what is
happening in Kalahandi. That truth is simple, natural and effortless. What is happening in
Kalahandi? We see a mother is selling her own baby just at the cost of Rs. 5 whereas the onion costs
Rs. 30 a kilo there. See the value of children, particularly in Kalahandi!

Sir, ours is the State, which was earlier hit by super cyclone. Then we had super floods, and now we
are hit by severe droughts. All these have converted us into super poverty. In the super cyclone,
those fathers and mothers who are dead, washed and wiped away totally, whom ocean has
swallowed, what will happen to their children, those orphans?

I am grateful to my Chief Minister, Mr. Navin Patnaik who has rendered maximum help to have
shelter houses for all those affected persons. Here, I would request the Central Government that
likewise they are developing shelter homes, old age homes and holiday homes for old people, they
should do something similar for the poor children also. Wherever the Anath Ashrams are there,
some charitable institutes are managing them. But they are not well organised. The Government
should see to it that these Anath Ashrams are run properly. They should render all possible help.

Sir, what happens to the education of the poor children? The moneyed people are having huge
accumulation of properties. They are sending their children abroad, to Doon schools and other
English medium schools for their education. There is a mushroom growth of English medium
schools. But who looks after the poor children, the orphans, and others, who are studying in the
rural areas? That is the rural catastrophe. We all know what happens to the downtrodden, Adivasi
and poor children in the rural areas. The children are now starving, particularly, in my State.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, it is the question of humanity. You know it better. You can see that most of the
children of my area in the age group between 12 to 20 are suffering from elephant leg disease,
known as Filaria. Because of this disease, they do not get married. Nowhere in the world, you
would see such a great suffering of children. More than 50 lakh people, who are suffering from
Filaria and fever with shivering, are not able to sleep in the night.
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Then, in the coastal belt of Orissa, especially in Chilka under my Constituency, the children do not
get even milk; they do not get even any breakfast. It is happening in my State. It is rampant.

Sir, today, wherever you go, you see a large number of poor children begging. If you are moving via
car towards airport, on the way on any red light, you might see poor children begging, saying give
them money. Poor children are begging on the roads on any red light; they are begging at the
railway stations; and even in the running trains. This is the plight of the poor children.

I know, the law is there for the protection of their rights. But it seems, we do not know the art how
to promulgate the law; we do not know how to protect them. Their protection is highly solicited.
The law needs to be implemented in true spirit so that all these children get full meals, proper
attention, full protection and proper education. Most importantly, the child labour should stop at all
costs. We should discuss all these things very seriously in this august House, the temple of modern
democracy of our country, India.

#ft fapAwTg rSTAwTS #IeH (WWR) @ A1+ |wwmfa weley, 9 79 die fieor @& @19 8, gafow § sy
I A qre B AR =redm gl gFR Al 27 gdharel argde St Sl fid A €, # ST |@d Bl g SR S9!
& ey H AU faaR e AT Aredl g1 AR d qadieii F dqrel HOgR 3R Tl HAHDT & aR H qardn g, dfh |
ECH] a1 ATedT & IIG WX fIaR 9 &I |edd 9 8 1 DIs 9e9d 8 |l 9&dl g I8 o 99 8 e W&
¥ Hafdd TE 2| R A BN Uh BRU © o, Afpd AT H Bel it 4 W a8 e g §l 89 ARt
Ad & fF St e A6 9@ 9 Aoigd Bd ol T el & 9= @ R ged € iR 9% oGy B @
SRd T8l &1 $H HEI DI WH DA ARbR B e 8, oIfh WRPR & A1 gy faumii &1 9 e 2l
frem fawmr ok Bt wnfsr fawrr s ware # Sfa o @ dW HE, T S FHWIT BT g 8 9adl B
W AT 4GS Qe S 3 9 qarn 5 S 9 Wpa @ O § 9 @ ara Aoy § R/ S W T8
9 € S U U @ HH R e o 99 3t wgforid Bl €, 9 e gl &Y ugn 2 srids - &
F&d g1 F el § A& ST ATEdl gl 9Tl AolgY | UhR & €1 Udh d¥E B d HoigR § il e feETg od §, o
GaE B TR T & IR AW DI dic A 8] G S 9371 A9y X 5, e b Aad d& fhdl dRAEM arel
& 9, fpa & ot AR 3@ <7 © iR U@ A1l a deal 8% T o Ul ©l Wi-ar ggdl & U1 o ofd © ofiR
Tl Bl A B! sl g1 H Hel dredl g 6 9 #9Igd B Bl G&i § ] Bl ARy 3R S AT
g2l I B W WA &, W Al B iR g2l & A-a B HS A B! ol el a1feyl $8 dnm d gRar
T T8 € 3R SD ur gE-ghaw @ § AfeT e aedl @1 I HHR & fY Wee W Bis Id € 8 g o9
AT AT R A B, q9 IF T I IRME AR HAG-AR BRI 8| T8 AHRT AT-37el faumi 4 S g8 8 R
I AT B ARG W1 & 21 3 wreft sf ol el e 3 aarn 6 g9 e ANl B g9 e B o
H W B AT B SIRGT H T8 Sre a@nfeyl R W B @ SR W&l W e W drn ol g ar el
dbell® Bl 8, fh 98 $v 99d & Ay Bl 71 8 98 dhele 9w & f2a & foy e @yl St a=
DB B Hagl H, S T S FRAM H AT T W SRI W S FRA O 8, A9 S9! 9ga 1 fanla
o S 8| O BAR <F B aed

B W IF A R B 1 I HAT Isoddl TE B Webdll gl 3R IThI U= YAT B <l STAT el Bl ?
i Sar ) & |1 fwertt A <9 1 WAy Y Isodd B 9Hal Bl S HA &9 8, R 98 UATa T8
Al S Al g1 B GRS AMRY| A1 BH S W I DR AU U D AT Bl JRIA @ T | rft
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AR ORI & A SIR &8 H 98d W dTdf Aoighl ®I Aad HAT T 2| 37T I Gad Bl Fhd © ol Sud
qIg IP! BT YOATS el Bkl © [ I A F1 g3NTl I9& URAR H S HAM dren A B & I HM W
SN Wehd & AT el | Sfd qeh §1 WHRATS] b1 8l T8l BIdl & a9 dcb I8 I8 N 78l 8l Abhdl ol

W ara A QY Sff 7 ganr P 40 ¥l WR UH SIAR BT @ oAfh AX ABT 40 &l 100 d=di UX U <rax aidl
glaefl pf-pf srar Bl p ATt il a2 ff dH-TR Al Tl @ SR A SoR 8d &1 &I SR # 9 T
SR BTl & ok e q=al B GHTerdr gl

HEIGY, AGBh! Uhs DR BIs - Dls 81 9P ¢ odl & 3R 98 T A A< ITal R&dl & 3R 9d g 95 =B 2l
UM @I 919 el g, Ifcw =@ B % TH-9R € SER 3 9| B gl 39y A gEa & 6 S O 9 g=4
A QN 9= g, d 92 INHR I 9 AT el 8 I9H Heldl &l Oy, S A9 T8l Qa1 Sy, gar =&l 4
SU| $9 TR ¥ PV HOR Had IO, aHl $0 FHWT BT & 8RN JJAT T8l | W & foa a=9 8, g9
A sragy qie) S| a1 9= €, 98 W W9 gl e OF 9= € 98 W W § ik e ax, e 9=
g T8 0 9 T VA T T AR TS B TAD I B 39 D U $B T $B TSR 21 39 I BT DY
dgo% 11 Y, §9 X ¥ % fhdl @l |rasl B Aafe 89 UHI Bl a4l 50 AT Dl Hold DR Fobd &l

FHTIRT SfY, ORI & 3feR ShaR AR He Yo W ASIGY by A & | HSIGY @ 15-20 Fdi Bl ¥ drhR b
Md # [G § SR & SW S A UD ATl D PR &l Tb ATl A S deai bl a1 gal, TN 4 Sbar AR 7
B B AT, Dl A -8l Gl BIs dea TRilse H A Sl & 3N BIS §t § A% ST 2| ST Bl
& el 1 ST gl BRI oNid e d f[qas (BIMARU) (8RR, #eyas, R 3R IR uew) H 80
Tl 98 A1 F9g Yad 8, offdd g8l qrey, fd=AThy 780 Jee | Hoigr ol Siid & X &%l ol 9l 941 &1 STl
gl sufey 39 wwwn wR e fear Syl

wEIqd, 3 H, # Bgm b gAN <R Ol {3t TEi A1 € % 9gd ol § 39 W B Wbl R BT TS Blg
W HEE B, S W& A A e S Aty SuH o @ g afeel # wEA St @ oft e =g
QY BT M of ST 8, A $Y b H&H ISM US| FIR T&i SR H 4gd Se&iol &, a8 Hl 9= & & &l
AN Hfos I€ ¢ & &1 diad € a1 ft d&Heli® Bl & 8k 781 dled €, a ol ddeli® enil 21 safery =1 g
T & f5 39 IR B FHIETE & WED! Aa®y B 81T SR oI W SR SSBY, Ud W1 d3HY HRAT BN,
Tt <91 F1 WA 3o B

#EId, AT HH BT A W07 W BT ) B W AN 39 A P A B WG PO gl § g9y w1 T
i e acmm S wafa 78 2 SR 5l 9y B[ @ SR 2, 91 S9 M1 A1fRY A1 adHH ST B FSl
g @ forv afe S d9e &9 @ Sexd 81, dl 98 fhar S arf@y| 9ret $M Bl B diel, dedi & ATl
fdr S el B aret 5| D AU Ao © 3R SPHER S gEdl Bl 91l HH D oI of Od 8, S 9t B per o
P o & o, aft TE BP AT Bl

# gumfdy St &Y g=raTe 97 gU, AT OS Si ga ST fd| @ 8 S Wt gfthan orar ava, gv fa @
HHAT Bl gl

SHRI ADHIR CHOWDHURY (BERHAMPORE, WEST BENGAL): Sir, I rise to support
unequivocally the Bill brought forward by our colleague Shri Igbal Ahmed Saradgi because our
posterity will not condone us if we do not agree to the elimination and abolition of child labour.

Being an Indian, we are proud that we have been striving hard to carve out a space for our country
in the comity of nations. We have already transformed our country into one of the biggest
economies in the world. We have made significant stride in information technology, space
technology and other modern technologies.
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But still our fate has been stigmatised by a number of aspects which we have been bequeath upon
from the time immemorial. Sir, in spite of all progress, we are not immune to disgrace and bereft of
ignominy because while India shares the 16 per cent of the world population, we also hold the
largest number of child labour. More so, female child is dominating the child labour in our country.
As we know, whatever is in bloom is in jeopardy. The child of the world is vulnerable, susceptible
to any kind of adversity and it is our bounden duty to protect them, to nourish them and to nurture
them. We have a past, we have the present and we have a future also. Past 1s a cancelled train.
Future of India is a promissory note. Present is cash in hand we have to spend it wisely. Sir, I cannot
restrain myself from reading out a few lines from the Annual Publication of UNICEF, 1997. I quote:

" A day will come when nations will be judged not by their military or
economic strength, nor by the splendour of their capital cities and public
buildings but by the well being of their people, by the levels of health,
nutrition and education, by the opportunities to earn a fair reward for their
labour, by their ability to participate in the decision that affect their lives, by
the respect that is shown for their civil and political liberties, by the provision
that is made for those who are vulnerable and disadvantaged and by the
protection that is afforded to the growing minds and bodies of their children. "

Sir, the nationalist leaders of our country during the national upsurge of India have conceived a
vision for our future. In that, Congress of 1931, which is renowned as Karachi Congress, the
Resolution of Karachi Congress very firmly stipulated the welfare and wellbeing of the children of
India. Nowadays, the child labour has often hogged the limelight since our economy has been
integrated with the global market. Sir, you are well aware that in the wake of Uruguay round of
talks at Marrakech we have been a signatory of the agreement. Not only that we always subscribe
the view expressed by the International Labour Organisation.

We are signatory to the convention on the rights of children. Not only that, in Delhi in the presence
of international forum and under the UN system, we have made a Joint Declaration for the rights of
the children. But it is also a fact that the child labour problem, be it acute or not, cannot be solved
by any revolution. It has to be done away with through a voluntary process. Therefore, the Indian
Government has taken initiative for gradual elimination of child labour prevalent in our country.

First of all, I would like to ask the hon. Minister who hails from Andhra Pradesh -- which has
already earned I do not know the credit or discredit of having the second largest child labour
population in India — as to what is the actual or exact number of child labour in our country. How
the child labour has to be defined? It is because before doing anything or before formulating any
policy or before framing any law, first we have to have a conceptual clarity as to what is the
distinction between labour and work and whether it is paid or unpaid labour or work. Even our
Constitution enshrined that child till the age of 14 years will not be engaged in hazardous work.
Now what is the distinction between hazardous and non-hazardous? It has to be defined. For
example, most of the Members of this House represent rural areas. As you know, in the rural sector
now-a-days fertilizers, insecticides, and pesticides are being used in a large way. I would like to
know whether those children who are working in the fields are not vulnerable of
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having been infected with this kind of pesticides and insecticides. In Latin America, there is a
country named Costa Rica. In this country, 15,000 children have become impotent because of the
impact of pesticides and insecticides.

It is a very prevalent conception that the work is generic but labour is restrictive in definition. So,
first of all, we have to clarify the labour and work and then hazardous and non-hazardous. I would
like to know whether it is true that whenever a child works in a non-hazardous situation, he will be
able to avail of all kinds of facilities and advantages of our society. He cannot.

Therefore, we should view the entire issue of child labour from the holistic perspective taking into
account the socio-economic factors... (/nterruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN : The time allotted for the discussion on this Bill is over. If the House agrees,
then the time for the discussion on this Bill may extended by half an hour... (Interruptions)

SHRI ADHIR CHOWDHURY : We have to formulate all our policies in a very holistic manner
because we should not allow ourselves to be confused in the definition of child labour. The problem
of child labour is universal in its character, but in the Indian context it is crucial because now child
has become a commodity.

International trade agreements are now being contingent upon the status of child labour in our
country. In this age of cut throat competition through out the world, child labour has become a
subject of great discussion. In the Kyoto protocol also, the issue of child labour in India was cited to
deflect the attention and concern of the third world countries. Naturally, in this competitive age,
when everything ascertained on the theory of economies of scale, children have the capacity to tilt
the balance for or against anything. Therefore, the issue of child labour has now assumed global
proportions.

In our country this question of child labour is not anything new. Child labour has been in existence
in this country since ages. It is because since our childhood we have to adopt ourselves and get
ourselves acclimatised with our environment. So, since that time only we do certain works and
sometimes, in keeping with the age-old concept practised throughout the world, we earn while we
learn.

The problem is that children are exploited because of poverty and penury. Children are subjected to
various kinds of mortification. Children have been subjected to cupidity. Children are even being
traded on a large scale. Worst, girl children have even been dragged into the flesh trade.

Even in the case of insurgency, children are being used.
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