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Date : 10-05-2005
Participants : Suman Shri Ramji Lal,Mollah Shri Hannan,Ramdoss Dr. Anbumani,Jagannath Dr.
M., Dome Dr. Ram Chandra,Ramdoss Dr. Anbumani

Title: Spread of Meningitis in Delhi and other States.
12.41 hrs.
RE: SPREAD OF MENINGITIS IN DELHI AND OTHER STATES

MR. SPEAKER: I have got a very important issue. | have requested the hon. Minister to be present. Shri Ramyji
Lal Suman, please raise this issue.

sft ISitare gaa (RARIeEmR) - owae A8l . . . (agm)

sft Tav TS ATea (SISRYR) :eledel HaEley, AT U Wigc Sifh 37hre B g3t 39 farg #§ Surer 48 we 2l
1 Fed i sric ufeid sWICH & Weg H wiC SO fSvme @ fog Aifew fan o, S9at SMer...(&
ELIG))

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Devendra Prasad Yadav, it is true. I myself drew your attention to the
provision of the rule. That does not speak of Rule 193. You have to give a specific motion with
regard to that particular authority. That is not a motion. A separate motion has to be given. Rule 193
is not the relevant rule for that. You come to me. I shall explain. We would discuss with you how to
do it. You know it very well. You are a very distinguished Member of the Panel of Chairmen.

... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: I have said that certainly I would consider it but you should give a proper motion.
There is no question of my denying permission to you. The question is that of compliance with the
rules.

sff ITSiteTer G @ ey Aeiey, Uh A O el # afaonsfen o AfMaiadfia am & dad 9o g ik
AR 39 SR BT b1 daal off &1 &1 39 79 & oIy il a5l SUde 26, d TMId & | o9 750 RIS
JUT B AT8AT BT PRIGR AT 370 | T ufAed <arsdi ok & a9 & T8 iR Ai9d I8 96 o T8 6
IR B BT S A BIU & TS| W T A q-diF IR Falel HT ISl AT AR Pel T 6 39 F9R i
foRaR TP 9% T 8, 3W YIDY §HN BT ot o ool & dbel o 9! gue ¥ 2] 3w fRfy ag 2 6 =
e focel afes TR yaw, sRamn, Iorr SR AR & 9 39 91 &1 gid gan Bl Al &= Aleals iR
A9 94 I8 9aTdl SoRIT Al 6 dRid & #Al ot 7 g fear f& "There are sufficient stocks of medicines."
STafh T AR TS H THEd & 9 BT € {6 50 WG W a9k ¥ Mg € iR 6 " B A8 W HEr W
f&% "The situation is under control and it is being regularly monitored."

TeaeT Weled, U8 AN I ¥ 1R ¢ 6 WeR el § fF Ry w iz @ forn mn @ 6k AR watw
gard Iue 81 offp T 1 qarg €, 7 fRIf W F=vr & 3R 9 BIg MU AT @918 T8 21 H Ay Whd
HEl ATEdl § b TG TeHl S g9 A9 D1 RBR € 98 316 Al vy b1 AR fhw aRfRfa # o dwan gl
g ggd TR At 21 # 3MUd A% WRBR W 7RG M1 @ b et dfikar & arer g9 a1 feran
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ST @12y o, WK o 39 R & S+t THRar & &l foran| sasr gRomw I8 & <@ & 5 I8 d9 et
P ARGATRAT BT ArSHR 3= Uial § 1 o Wl g1 3 Ig Walel A9 AgH 8 6 7 o IR Suetsr g, 7 §
v IuE B FHER UA # AR BY @1 8 b arl & S SueR @ arawen qg8 gl

e WRIGY, g WUS 8, U &H Al 3ufey A ¥ f g9 SM-ofta & G[S gU #edqul WaTel Bl 39 Wed o
G, IRHR BT &F BT Bl dl AR Bl 39 G & e & ot IhRIeAd v@ B8R 89 AN 9idg
& W | ARG TE g0 q3 988 B & AT Bl USdl § {6 39 Ued § a¥aR 39 9HH1 Bl SoM & a1 i
WHR AR g9 1R TR, 78R 98 ) 50 ff g ) o B w1 et T8 &R @ 2

JNEULT HBIGY, BH ATTD] FRRTT ATEd & AR 3MYP AT § =1 a8 & [ PR 7 3F ab 7 fpan? &
TRHR 3 3T AT a8 7 T8 FHN Aaxrel 99 gR0 &R & 8 9d [ GRBR 3 R fhar? S TR9 dn
fHaT? ST BIEo B dTel o &, f8i 50 BIAS! g ok 3 TR 6] & oy TRig 3eHT S+ garaft
¥ dfyd 38 MY, F A 6 IRER 39 FaATe H1 A9 G| R WRBR T M AT 978 T2

TR I A T8 IR T Bodl, WHR 7 gAD! AHAH b fory = fmam 27

sft &= Arcas (SqafRa) : sreme off, # +ff 39 9 W wnfia &1 €1 A el ft T8 Hare Sorar &1 g 3%
R Werdl ST & ®, Igdl o & 2. .. (Faur)

Jegel JaIed : Just a Minute. Please take your seat. 39 &RT 946 Wi | 39 AT @1 gar 8 &6 &1 wftes &
fo T @S 8 W arelt TS 91 Rare 7 78 ot 21 The importance of the matter is acknowledged. That is

why, yesterday, in spite of an elaborate discussion, because of the urgency, I have requested the hon.
Minister to be here to respond immediately. He is here and I am thankful, I am sure you will get
appropriate response.

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE (DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS): I
understand the concern of the hon. Member, other hon. Members of the House and your goodself
also, Sir. You have been repeatedly saying to control this issue.

I strongly deny the statement made by the hon. Member that the Government is not doing anything
to prevent this outbreak. The Government of India, as well as, the Government of Delhi are very
much concerned about this issue. We are trying our best to control this issue and as such this has not
been an epidemic. Till today, we have about 214 cases of Meningitis and Meningococcemia. Till
today, we have about 16 deaths. In the last four days we have just one death and in the last 24 hours
we do not have any death as such. This outbreak last occurred in Delhi in 1985-86 where about 800
persons died at that point of time, nearly 20 years ago. This bacteria, gram-negative bacteria, is not
a virus. This is a bacteria and this is very easily curable. This bacteria is prevalent in about 20 per
cent of general population throughout the year. Throughout the year, this is prevalent. Sometimes,
due to climatic conditions there is an outbreak. There are two categories; firstly, if it goes to the
brain it is Meningitis and if it goes into the body, it is called Meningococcemia. There are simple
anti-biotics, cost effective anti-biotics, which are available in plenty in the market. I deny the
statement that no medicines are available. Just one dose of Ciprofloxacin anti-biotic for the adults
and Rifampicin anti-biotic for the young children and Penicillin injection is enough to save the
patients and to treat completely this disease. There is no question of medicines not being available
at all. These medicines or anti-biotics Ciprofloxacin, Rifampicin are available in plenty everywhere
and all the Government hospitals are giving them free.
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There are two parts. One is the treatment part and the other is the prevention part. Prevention part is
for vaccines. At this point of time, vaccination is not necessary for all the population in the affected
areas. We vaccinate only those persons who are involved with the patient, who is known to have got
this disease, surrounding relatives or other patients. Among all the 214 cases till date in Delhi, we
have gone there personally to about 137 households in Delhi till today. We surveyed and vaccinated
them. We have given them Ciprofloxacin. Just one tablet of Ciprofloxacin of 500 milligrams a day
is enough for them to save themselves from having this disease. Since this is a bacterial disease, this
can be easily treated and can easily be controlled.

The Government is taking all steps. Everyday we are having a meeting. The Director-General of
Health Services is conducting meetings and even on Sundays he is there to have these meetings. We
are having regular meetings with the officials from Delhi, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh also. We are
coordinating with the State Governments and we are going through the print and visual media for
creating a lot of awareness. With drums and loudspeakers, people are going around and telling that
if someone has a fever or a headache, he should go to the nearest doctor and get these anti-biotics.
Vaccination is necessary when there is an unhygienic crowded place like hostels or some jails and
like that. Vaccination is necessary in unhygienic areas. This infection is transmitted through droplet
infection, through the air. We are propagating just basic hygienic methods. We have issued these so-
called notices. We have circulated posters and pamphlets all round on how to prevent these diseases.
We are very concerned about even one death. We will have to prevent these deaths and we are
coordinating it very closely. There is no need to panic.

Even today, I am saying the same thing. In the statement also, I said, "There is no need to panic."
Today also, there i1s no need to panic. This disease 1s waning at this point of time. Due to summer
season and high temperatures also, the spread of the disease is now coming down. Even though we
are getting more cases of meningitis, yet we are taking care of that not even a single death should
occur. The Government is very much concerned about it.

As far as the question of vaccine is concerned, I would like to say that there is sufficient vaccine
available. The National Institute of Communicable Diseases (NICD) has got about 18,000 vaccines.
We have given 10,000 vaccines to the Government of NCT of Delhi. There is a Pharmaceutical
company called Bio-Med. It has about 1,60,000 vaccines available. There is one another company
called Aventis. It has about one million vaccines available in France. At a short notice, they could
be flown in. We are closely monitoring. I am sure, Sir, and I would like to assure the House that
there is no need to panic. The Government is very seriously looking into this. Everyday, we are
closely monitoring it. The Lt. Governor of Delhi, the Chief Minister of Delhi, the Health Minister of
Delhi and we are all coordinating along with the Governments of Haryana and Uttar Pradesh.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you.

2t AT A : JeE HeIed, RBR Hedl & b (Rfa o # 21 Afdhd w¥ioil &1 d& iR dedl off
<&l g1 AMRER 7 J8D1 BT IR &1 Fhell & TSR A Usal W Pal © b RAT FrRizom + 5l

e HEIGY : 3 T q1d BY B &

2 ESfieer GaH : 316 |l B B IR Ad 81§ T el 373 W BuA BT AT el W AR 3R
fRufy iz & & @1 9ol & e |/ 9 @ 22, (@aum)
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Sl do@ B W& & IT6T URUE o1 bel W8T g1 TG TSl 316 Wl BUY Bl AT dEl W R, HAl oft
qari?

3Tegel Heled : I8 o1 8 381 o2 He has explained everything.
... (Interruptions)

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: No medicines are costly. These are very less expensive
antibiotics, which are already available in all the hospitals. Ciprofloxacin is not a costly antibiotic.
In fact, we are giving free supply to all the patients involved. This is easily treatable. This is not a
viral disease; this is a bacterial disease, and it is easily treatable.

sft ISftarTel A= : gx @30 Sft & SR 9 e T8 g, gafely 89 U 9 91 JMM8T R w8
12.52hrs.
(Shr1 Ramji Lal Suman and some other hon. Members then
left the House)

MR. SPEAKER: I cannot convert it into a debate.

... (Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: No, sorry.

... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Just a minute please. Because of the importance of the matter, I have allowed the
Minister. He has made a full statement. He has said everything. We should also not participate in a
manner, which may create a panic in this country.

... (Interruptions)
DR. M. JAGANNATH (NAGAR KURNOOL): Sir, I would like to say one thing.
MR. SPEAKER: On what?
DR. M. JAGANNATH : I would like to make a submission.
MR. SPEAKER: You are a doctor. That is why I am allowing you.

DR. M. JAGANNATH : Sir, whatever the hon. Minister has said is all right. There are two types of
meningities — bacterial meningities and viral meningities. ... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: These are technical matters.

DR. M. JAGANNATH : Sir, as far as the bacterial meningities is concerned, whatever the hon.
Minister has said is absolutely correct. It could be treated by antibiotics. As far as the viral
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meningities is concerned, it will not be amenable to regular antibiotics infection. It can only be
restricted by having hygiene and containing the droplets. I would like to ask the hon. Health
Minister one thing. Every year, it is becoming a serious problem. Unless some preventive measures
are taken in slums, this viral meningities infection could not be stopped. We know very well in
which season viral meningities will occur.... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: This is not an epidemic. Let us not make it an epidemic by words.

DR. M. JAGANNATH : That is my effort also. When the season will be coming, when the virus
will flare up, preventive measures should be taken so that it would be stopped.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. I will allow only Doctor Members. These are all exceptions. It should
not be treated as precedent.

Dr. Ram Chandra Dome.

DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME (BIRBHUM): Thank you Sir. This is a suggestion. The disease is
curable by antibiotics. It is a matter of concern for us as to why these 16 deaths have occurred, when
antibiotics are available. This is the main point of concern.

MR. SPEAKER: Why 16 persons have died?

DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME It is in the Capital of India. That is the main concern. Something is
lacking in the timely identification of the patients and their hospitalisation or giving proper
antibiotic care.

MR. SPEAKER: Nobody should fall ill in this country!

DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME : There must be some ... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: You respond about vaccination in the slum areas. Then, why these 16 people died?
DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME : It should be looked into whether proper steps are being taken.

MR. SPEAKER: They are all very friendly and good suggestions.

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADQOSS: Sir, these 16 deaths which occurred could have been prevented if
they had gone to the hospitals earlier. Since the outbreak of this disease meningococcemia, the
Government is creating an awareness among the public that if somebody has some headache or
fever or develops some rashes or has stiff neck, he should immediately go to the doctor. These 16
deaths occurred because they did not go to the doctor to get themselves treated quickly. This disease
meningitis will become meningococcemia within 24 hours. That is the nature of this disease. After
the outbreak of this disease, we have gone in for a massive awareness campaign to prevent it.

Now, we are going in for a new programme called, Integrated Disease Surveillance Project. It is a
World Bank-aided project, estimated to cost around Rs. 400 crore and this will take about three
years to be implemented throughout the country. After this project is implemented, the Government
of India as well as local State Governments will be notified within five to six hours of occurrence of
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any deaths due to any disease and so we can immediately take steps to prevent the occurrence of
such deaths.

Since a lot of hygienic issues are involved in this, good public hygiene is required in the country.
MR. SPEAKER: Let us hope that there would be no more deaths due to this disease.
DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: Yes, Sir. We are doing our best in this regard.
12.56 hrs.
SPECIAL MENTIONS

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA (BANKURA): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like to make a submission
regarding the answer given by the Minister of Finance in response to Call Attention Discussion on
the disinvestment of Centaur Hotel at Juhu Beach, Mumbai.

MR. SPEAKER: Let me see. I will go on upto 1.15 p.m. Please wait for about 20 minutes.
SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA : So I will have to wait for another 20 minutes.

MR. SPEAKER: You are the leader of your party. You have to show the way to others.
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