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RAILWAY BUDGET - GENERAL DISCUSSION
AND
DEMANDS FOR GRANTS ON ACCOUNT&€”RAILWAYS

Title: General discussion on the Budget (Railways) 2004-2005 and Demands for Grants on account (Railways) -
2004-05.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Now items 14 and 15 will be taken together. Time allotted by the Business Advisory
Committee for both the items is only 10 hours, and | would request the hon. Members to be very brief in their
speeches.

Motion moved:

"That the respective sums not exceeding the amounts shown in the fourth column of the Order Paper be
granted to the President of India out of the Consolidated Fund of India, on Account, for or towards
defraying the charges during the year ending the 315! day of March, 2005, in respect of the head of
Demands shown in the second column thereof — Demand Nos. 1 to 16. "
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: | will not allow running commentary. There should be no running commentary.
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SHRI BRAJA KISHORE TRIPATHY (PURI): Unparliamentary words should be expunged from the proceedings.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Whatever unparliamentary words Shri Ram Kripal Yadav has said will be expunged.
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SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA (BANKURA): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, | rise to support the Railway Budget presented
by the Railway Minister Shri Laloo Prasad Yadav.

For the first time, certain innovative steps have been taken to address the problems being faced by the Indian
Railways. This has been indicated by the Railway Minister in his speech. In para 117, what he has stated is:

"It will be my endeavour to lessen the burden on the economically weaker sections of the society who are
dependent upon the Railways for providing them a relatively inexpensive mode of transport from one end
of the country to the other."

Sir, the aim, the purpose and the endeavour reflects what is there in the Common Minimum Programme. The
Railways is not only for the Railways; unless it reaches out to the people -- the poorer sections of our society -- the
social responsibility of the Railways cannot be discharged. For the first time, an attempt has been made to
discharge this social responsibility of the Railways. For the first time, the Railway Minister has taken care of the
common people, the poorer sections and, that is why, neither the fare nor the freight charges has been increased.

Sir, there are thousands and thousands of people who are connected with the Railways, in the sense that though
they do not travel by the Railways, they do contribute to the Railways. In the past, | have not seen anybody who
had ever thought of those people like the porters, vendors and thousands and thousands of workers who are
engaged in the construction of railway lines or in civil work. He has proposed for the social security for these
people, who are mostly exploited. While proposing to do something for these people, he has forgotten about 45,000
hawkers. We had a meeting when he was in Kolkata last month. He, then, instructed the General Managers of the
Eastern and South-Eastern Railways not to harass the hawkers.

They are hawkers selling their wares in trains for several years. It is by selling their wares to the passengers and by
catering to the needs of the passengers that they earn something with which they maintain their lives. However, in
spite of clear instructions from the Railway Minister to the General Managers of both the Railways, harassment of
hawkers has not yet stopped. The Railway Minister instructed that some system should be evolved like issuing
identity cards, or levying some licence fee, etc. The Minister said that pending this evolution of a system, there
should not be any harassment to the hawkers.

I would urge upon the Minister to take it up immediately with the General Mangers who failed to comply with the
specific instructions given by the Railway Minister. As the Railway Minister has announced something should be
done for social security of the unorganised workers, these 45000 hawkers should not be subjected to the
harassment of the Railway Police and the railway authorities.

The Railway Minister spoke about the welfare of the railway employees. There is a system of permanent
negotiating machinery in the Railways. | met the Minister only a few days back. In 1980-81, there was a strike by
loco running staff during which hundreds of workers were dismissed from the service. They went to the court and all
of them were reinstated except 13. Out of those 13, one had already died. The Railway Minister also instructed the
Member (Staff) to see that these 12 railway workers — who were dismissed from service and in respect of whom the
Calcutta High Court ordered reinstatement — be reinstated. In spite of that, these 12 workers are yet to be
reinstated. Most of them would have retired from service by this time. | would request the Railway Minister to see
that these 12 workers are reinstated and they get their pensionary benefits as ordered by the court.

We know that Railways is not in a sound financial condition. The Railway Minister is trying to adopt innovative
methods. | congratulate him that he has made a proposal for better utilisation of the existing wagon fleet. He has
announced a new system called 'Engine on Load'. This scheme will definitely help the Railways to increase its
capacity. This is with regard to the engine during loading and unloading operations. The problem with the freight
traffic is that the turn around time is too much.



Sir, because of that there is a shortage of availability of wagons. Sometimes, we receive the complaints from the
power plants that they are not getting rakes. But if the system is materialised, | hope, to some extent, the problem of
availability of wagons and rakes can be resolved.

There is one more problem which the Railways is facing. We have 63,000 kilometres of railway track now. Our
achievement during these 57 years of Independence is only 10,000 kilometres. Fifty-three thousand kilometres of
track were constructed before Independence. The capacity which we have today is also not being properly utilised.
The average speed of our freight train is only 27 kilometres per hour whereas in the case of a passenger train, it is
52 kilometres per hour. So, if we can increase the speed of our freight trains as well as passenger trains by 10
kilometres, | am sure, the Indian Railways will be able to increase its capacity whereby the carrying capacity of the
Indian Railways — freight as well as passenger -- can be increased. So, if we can increase our carrying capacity,
the earning of the Railways will also be increased.

Sir, what is the financial situation in the Railways today? The working group has prepared a report. During the
Ninth Five Year Plan, the internal resources of the Railways were to the tune of Rs. 14,000 and odd crore. But the
market borrowing was 34 per cent. The internal resources were to the tune of 35 per cent whereas its market
borrowing was 34 per cent, and the budgetary support during the Ninth Five Year Plan was also about 35 per cent.
So, if the market borrowing goes to 34 per cent, in future, the Indian Railways will be in a debt trap. In order to
resolve this situation what should the Indian Railways do? It should increase its internal resources. In the past, we
have seen, the Railway Ministers used to resort to increase the fare and freights in order to increase the internal
resources. But it is for the first time that some attempt has been made to increase the internal resources by
reducing its expenditure.

Sir, last year, the operating ratio was 92.6 per cent. In the past, the operating ratio went up to 96 per cent. If you
spend 96 paisa, you will earn only Rupee one. Today, the Railways is spending 92 paisa to earn Rupee one.

So, this operating ratio should be further reduced. The operating ratio recommended by the Railway Reforms
Committee is that this should not be more than 90 per cent so that the Railways can have surplus funds, to be able
to spend for the Railways' own projects. For the last several years, we have been demanding that the Central
Government should invest on development of Railways. Today, the Government of India is spending Rs.56,000
crore for the construction of national highways or roads. How much does the Government of India spend on the
expansion of the Railway network?

Railways are not only meant for Railways' purposes. Unless there is a railway connection, unless a railway line is
constructed, unless a railway service is provided in an area, there cannot be any industrial and economic
development. Industrial and economic development is related to the development of Railways. So, the responsibility
for the development of Railways or the expansion of the Railway network is not the sole responsibility of the
Ministry of Railways. It should also be the responsibility of the Government of India.

Hundreds of years back, a line has been constructed. Railways had to pay dividend for that line also. So, the
Central Government should invest on the expansion of railway network. The Railway Minister has stated that there
are certain backward areas. One of the objects of expansion of railway network is social obligation. Economically
that line may be non-remunerative, but that line may be socially desirable. If we connect those areas where people
have not seen the Railways or where people have not got the opportunity to travel by the Railways, it would be
helpful.

| know that the hon. Minister is updating the survey. | do not know how long this updating of survey will take place
and thereafter, again another updating may also take place. But some priority should be given to certain areas
which are deprived of railway service. People living in certain isolated areas are the tribal people. If we connect
those areas which are backward economically and industrially and where there is poverty and unemployment, the
railway network can help develop that area industrially as well as economically. While sanctioning a project this
should be kept in mind, that a project may not be remunerative, but that project should be sanctioned because it is
socially desirable. | hope that the present Railway Minister will definitely keep this in mind, when he gets the report
of the survey of those projects and he will clear those projects too.

Another problem is this. | have not seen anywhere, any measures or any steps for the redressal of this problem. We
have projected certain targets. During the Ninth Five Year Plan, what | have seen is that we have never achieved
whatever we had projected. | do not know why those projections are made, when we cannot even achieve 50 per
cent of the projection. | am talking about acquisition of rolling stock.

In the 9 Five Year Plan during the tenure of previous Government what was the target for the new lines? The
target was 819 kms. What did the Government achieve? The achievement was only 662 kms. Gauge conversion is
very important. We have multi-gauge system in which we have narrow gauge, broad gauge and meter gauge.
Project unigauge was announced in the nineties according to which we would have only one system of gauge, that



is broadgauge and we would not have metergauge or narrowgauge. What was the target for gauge conversion?
The target was 3710 kms. and we could achieve only 2103 kms.

Doubling of lines is very important. Why is it necessary? It is necessary because when a single line is constructed,
say 25-30 or 50 years back, there was only one pair of train. Today, we have reached the saturation point by
having about 110-115 types of trains. Without constructing new lines, if a single line is converted to double line by
spending less amount, we can increase the capacity.

Previous Railway Minister produced three White Papers. One White Paper on pending projects, another on safety
problem and a third one on general problems of railways. Moreover, National Transport Committee in 1980
recommended long back, 24 years back, that we should have a multi model transport system and that all the ports
and airports should be connected with the Railways.

Rail Vikas Nigam was created for Golden Quadrilateral because Howrah-Delhi-Mumbai-Chennai-Howrah route is
over saturated. In order to increase the capacity double lines should be converted to triple lines and alternate route
should be created. In the objects of Rail Vikas Nigam it was also stated that all the ports should be connected with
the Railways. Haldia is connected with the railway line. It is single line for the last 25-30 years, that is since when
the railway line was laid in that area. Haldia port has developed its capacity. Doubling of Panskura-Haldia was
sanctioned long back but in this Railway Budget only a small portion of 10 kms. has been proposed to be completed
and for that only Rs.10 crore has been sanctioned. These are the strategic lines. For the strategic lines sufficient
funds should be provided so that the entire stretch can be converted to double lines.

Sir, this problem has not been addressed properly in the Railway Budget. We have a number of pending projects.
When the White Paper was submitted to this House, we were told by the previous Railway Minister that his priority
would be to complete all the pending projects and for that Rs.38,000 crore will be required. | do not know what he
did after announcing this to materialise his promise. | did not find anything in his Interim Budget. During the year
2002-03, he announced that a special fund of Rs.20,000 crore would be created. We do not know from where the
money would be generated for this special fund for completing all the viable — the word “viable' was added -
projects. It was stated that all the viable projects would be completed in a time-bound manner. | do not find anything
about this in the Budget. | think the hon. Railway Minister did not find time to study as to how much fund will be
required to complete these projects. | hope he will definitely touch this vital point in his next Budget or in the
Supplementary Demands.

As he has stated, | do not feel that there is any problem of availability of wheel and axle. Today, we are in a position
to manufacture the entire requirement of Indian Railways. The Railways has its own wheel and axle plant and the
main item of production of Durgapore Steel Plant of Steel Authority of India is wheel and axle. Previously, we used
to import locomotive wheels. Today it is manufactured at Durgapore Steel Plant. | do not know whether there is a
need for a new wheel and axle plant for the future requirement. Maybe, after 10 years, we will need more steel and
axle plants. For that, a new plant is proposed to be set up.
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...(Interruptions)
SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA : Sir, | am not making it Bihar Assembly...(Interruptions)
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please conclude now. Your Party has only 42 minutes and you have taken 30 minutes.

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA : Sir, | will take another 10 minutes. We know the time would be extended. Even earlier
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Sir, the hon. Railway Minister has come up with an innovative idea in his Budget and that is of introducing kullhad
in place of synthetic glasses and usage of khadi and handloom in the Railways. | congratulate him for this. It is
because the handloom workers are in great crisis. Thousands of handloom weavers have burnt their looms. This
attempt of the Railway Minister to help the people of the weaker sections of the society is praiseworthy.

Sir, there are certain measures which relate directly to the efficiency of the Railway operations. One of them is
Railway Signalling System. Today there are about 4000 token-less signalling system. How could one expect to



increase the speed with such a signalling system? How much time would it take to replace the entire token-less
signalling system with a modern signalling system? Sufficient funds should be provided for this.

15.32 hrs (Shri Balasaheb V.K.Patil in the Chair)

Similar is the case with Tract Circuiting. Safety in the Railways is a problem. Incidence of railway accidents are
gradually decreasing and if we compare our position with that of the developed countries like Japan, then we would
find that our position is not bad. If railway safety is not a problem, then how come our previous Railway Minister felt
the necessity of producing a voluminous White Paper on this? When an accident of the Rajdhani Express took
place near Gaya a few years back, | went there. The Khanna Committee recommended that the railway bridges that
were more than 100 years old should be inspected by an Expert Committee. This recommendation was made six
months before that accident took place. Enough care was not taken to implement this recommendation. Around
22,000 km tracks today are over-aged and 30 per cent of the passenger coaches in the Indian Railways are still
over-aged. We need funds to replace them. That is why, there has been a small increase in the DRF.

Sir, the Railway Reforms Committee in 1982 recommended that depreciation should not be less than Rs. 2500
crore. At that time it should not have been less than Rs. 5000 crore. The hon. Railway Minister has increased it
from Rs. 1900 crore, in the Interim Budget, to Rs. 2200 crore now. More funds are required to replace the entire
backlog of over-aged tracks.

Sir, | was mentioning about the Ninth Five Year Plan. | was on the specific subject of electrification projects. Those
have almost reached their targets. But on the question of acquisition of electric loco and diesel loco coaches, the
Railways are lagging behind. For electric loco, the target was 851, achievement is 676; for diesel loco, the target
was 785, whereas the achievement is 647.

As far as wagons, the four wheeler units, are concerned, the target was 1,36,000 units, but the achievement is only
1,04,316. The target for the Tenth Five Year Plan has also been fixed. The problem really is with the supply of
wagons, by the manufacturing units of both private as well as public. The problem faced by the wagon
manufacturer is this. They used to get certain items as free supply from the Railways. It has been stopped three or
four years back.

Earlier, there used to be an umbrella organisation called Wagon India. The Railways used to give orders to \WWagon
India and Wagon India used to distribute orders among the private as well as public sector units. That system was
abolished long back, in 1996, when Shri Ram Vilas Paswan was the Railway Minister. This is a problem of not only
the public sector, this is the problem of private sector also. Private sector units are also not in a position to supply
the entire order for the wagons. This is happening even in the State to which the present Railway Minister belongs
to. It is happening in Muzzafarpur and Mukamma. | know about Muzzafarpur unit. | went there twice. Muzzafarpur
unit could not produce even a single wagon. But the Mukamma unit was helped by Shri Nitish Kumar. It is because
the unit is in his constituency, the Barh constituency. He used to help.
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t ayRa Jrard : 9 SH@! 9w wRargel My suggestion is that these three units should be made captive units of Indian
Railways. A1, FaasegR iR 493 - i1 3128 e §, 379 Yod & TR g 8 ongit | el 9 #ft g« €, They are also
manufacturing wagons. That suggestion was made by me when | was the Chairman, Standing Committee on
Railways. | recommended it and they started producing or manufacturing wagons. He has made an announcement
regarding Jamalpur. There are a number of good and big workshops in Indian Railways. These workshops can
produce wagons. They can produce coaches. 5@ iR #=ft oft e &1 3= RieR& F 800 uel #1 w7 # g & &1 Security

is the problem. It is really a problem.

There are certain dacoity-prone areas in our country. el 78 8@t &, 3@ &9 d< f&ar wg? It can be done with a joint
force of the State Government and the Central Government, that is, RPF, GRP and State Police. RPF's only
responsibility was the protection of railway property. Now, in addition to protection of railway property, RPF has



been entrusted with the protection of railway passengers also.&€| (z@um)
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Sir, he has announced introduction of 15 new trains, but he has forgotten about the State of West Bengal. uf#as
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the symbol of handicrafts of India.
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i1 Shalimar Coaching Terminal was sanctioned by Late Scindiaji. He had the dream and plan to have 12
platforms exclusively for the South-Eastern Railway. You will be surprised to know that after 15 years only two
platforms have been constructed. Today, only one train starts from that station and that too goes to my
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Kindly conclude now.

= qyRa rard @ onft g9 w9/ €, S9S a1g &7 # amdd | There is one problem being faced by the passengers of long
distance EMU-MEMU passengers. e@eie & ar # 37 SREari § @ e 6 i § $13 dAe= & a1 s, w1 721 | e v
TER T # A man g, v faven ¢ § ae A s ea.ai. 3w fiwew @ ) w&an ¢1 If you are forcing a passenger to travel
in an EMU-MEMU train for more than six hours without toilets, what will happen to him? From Asansol to Tata
Nagar, it takes about four to four-and-a-half hours. From Adra to Howrah, there is an MEMU train but there is no
toilet in that train. It takes about five hours thirty minutes to reach Howrah from Adra. It starts early morning at 4.30
and reaches Howrah at 10.30 a.m .fa= Siaele @ @9 ¢ad oW1l 897 T SIS~ BT Igi fisp fhar ol ¢ ®9F ) @t off, o
ASH! HHTA Tal Tb!, T8 W X Ia4, a9 H ¢ Il st | 9@ g8 g1 ol af Su@ far it o7 & siey 9, S8+ I9d 81 TdHel, alfp
T8 TSP o B A Tofl g 3R SHET HId B TS| 379 Y I & N g+dfed Wy foam &, 59 {70 g6 Ut 9=mg < &1 I8 #f U =1
afeq W grml



You go to UK. You will find two types of MEMUs in British Railways, namely, one is long distance and the other is
short distance. Short distance MEMUs/EMUs do not have toilets. But, if you are going to travel for more than two
hours, there will be toilet.

3 a1 HIY 5 a8t o w6 e §.gn.7, ¥ ik @i v o €, I <iaeie Wiargs @wigd| For long distance trains, you
should provide toilet. How can lady passengers travel for more than five hours without toilet? sma 38 = St 9 et
rgaera AR, T fRIomeT s g.el. 3R . H.yn. IR AnER F|

St ETe], WHIS : T4 a6 A oFf dedl od &

it avEa 3mard : 9% WY TR Y, 9 A €| Wfh dd Y dear <ifog| 3y fore Sfifvrg welt RRmfT Wl dee s 2
MY S TH | T HA-2Tcl ¥ Heal S| $HH a1 9 B 6 Y w3t st @] yre St 7 S & faean € S8 A A Sigele @t
w9 aqwen &1 21 Sir, there is a local train from Sodhpur to Sealdah running during office hours. s gmg & ar 4 R
b, w1 RegTerere ok grasT & ar § Yo | g1as] &1 U+ 7/ & T foran| el ufe & IR 2 H3e 0l W A, 96N wd o
T B, T BRI SaaT Hv| fda saet wea @t Raa wieem g, | studied it when | was Chairman of the Standing
Committee. A plan was prepared for Rs. 30 crore. Sir, it has its disbursal problem. Last time, when | spoke on
Railway Budget, | suggested short-term and long-term solutions. Short-term solution is this. Railways have
abundant land, abundant goods shed in Hawrah, which is not being utilised for storing goods. That land can be
utilised. You can have four or five platforms, and those platforms should be exclusively meant for the South-Eastern
Railway.

FTAST S¥e+ Yord @ i & 3N g9 @l F o7 "Ny e Yo & 9ue Wi Hf-aeft widem @raEr Ry Aevelt e 8 wrer &1 aR T
TEHH S seeS TedSH TAST A €, S 3T UH I B SiGY Y Ghd &l A0 qgd $1 fHAT €, F97 307 wast B 4y g W A ww
| 2 g g H#Afl St 7 st 10-15 R gser fredt ferdt oft 5 another terminal should be set up in Majiirhat.

How many coaching terminals has your city, Mumbai got?
MR. CHAIRMAN : Please conclude now.

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA : Delhi has five terminals whereas Kolkata today has only two terminals, namely,
Sealdah and Howrah. Chitpur has been proposed. | do not know how much fund you have provided.

Sir, last year, Railway Minister announced to have another terminal at Paddapukur and Shalimar. | do not know
how much fund he has provided to develop Paddapukur and Shalimar as coaching terminals. In addition to having
Paddapukur, Shalimar and Howrah as coaching terminals, our Chief Minister has written to you to set up a
coaching terminal at Mayherhat. He has sent a copy of that letter to me. | have forwarded that letter to you. A
coaching terminal at Mayherhat will facilitate South-Eastern Railway trains to go directly to Kolkata.

3 37T FHER P FRAIC TR @ &, THer ¥l A YOI T% A$ @ &) TAR G ST 9l HoRgle &, 59 Al Xl A1ET | Fae IR W@ & IqP1
wd 8 T 8, iede 81 T @ 3R R ff on E @ Wiey S Yo 9l 3us R aig <Rad| Sir, | will not take much time.

MR. CHAIRMAN : You have taken more than an hour. Kindly conclude now.

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA : Sir, | am concluding now.

§ Piacrs Y @ g A AU B AR A S FE 8, TR A DR aB9 8, Jigve Haek A, S forg wreer RraRgR F1 e fvan
T 8, AP I BB F a1 A1 5 I 9a YA D FH A TH ;A W gAY I qF G A IR IHST S Gl 81 7D ¢ o
T @1 deEE @1 @iy e ot war o 5 gwe fore gw g wifeyl gafar s o o S| gfed @ ot Sk BT 8, oW v
a1svl Sir, there are thousands of apprentices. Orders have been issued by the Railway Board to engage them as
substitute Kalashi but most of the General Managers are not complying with the Orders of the Railway Board and
are sitting on the file. f=-ar ¥ Yaa # <71 X 40 €, [Fres €1 919 i€k 731 ¢ A1 S fharaa+ e TRy, S Giorie 8 48
g ARyl

Yerd ® S BrRife sreed €, Why is the Railway hostile to Homeopathic and Ayurvedic doctors? sy @ smgde # faward
T & T AT gar T € 6 T 142 SRR € SrTi® iR oMydfa® &, SAH! 2500 ¥ 3000 T TF TAEATE fHeAdt ¥ TATIIE
Ty BT 15000 9T W 25000 B d6 d-ATE el &1 a8 feafhfime @i 87 a8 #ft ganfka @, S @i &1 mue grar e €, =1 o

TR 3gdg ik srarieft & it seew &, Why will they get only Rs. 2,500 or Rs. 3,5007 Why should their pay-scale be not

commensurate with the Allopathic doctors? e waiie, fisitveata d wa e a1 8, @ifh Yad # 89 3@ § % S9! 2500 94
¥ 3000 TN TH TATE fAed 2

AR HEld : 3y gena forase @2 St o1 9w )
# dTe] WIS : 9 UIC <EA Saed Bl gl S W wE el
st aqRa smard - 78 $7 T FA €1 F9 WIB! ABY IS U G|



I wl & W g Y A7 ot gR1 a9 1 I e 81 U 191 $eH SO TN 8, I ST & AR H Wi & ofd gt o A §
9 el 6 dva &1 ft AT fRurgdee gan 21 &€ (araum)

SHRI BIKRAM KESHARI DEO (KALAHANDI): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | will request the hon. Member to mention about
Orissa also.

st aqRa smard : S @ ot garm B

SHRI BIKRAM KESHARI DEO (KALAHANDI): All the trains in Orissa have stopped. The whole State of Orissa is
paralyzed. There is no railway movement because the Railway Minister has neglected Orissa totally.
...(Interruptions)

st aqRa A - ¥ @ R A ff @50 St W 5 vl & Wy # ey g=rare ar g1 Sir, | thank you very much for giving
so much of time to speak.

i fshw HuA Q9 : I 9ga e gan 2| I9a fag dar =8 faan 7 21 Therefore, | request the Railway Minister to make
a statement so that the rail in Orissa starts moving. The rail in Orissa should start moving. Mr. Railway Minister, you
please give a favourable statement. &€ (Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Ramji Lal Suman.
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a1, ot FEd € T aw TE FRA| T YD ARG HA A6 € WR MY G e 32 21 3 Avef e St A Fer N ¥ qore wegd 3w,
& FArIard) uél @ iR W 9 gvuarg &d #
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16.06 hrs. (Shri Girdhar Gamang in the Chair)
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SHRI S.P.Y. REDDY (NANDYAL): Sir, | rise to participate in the discussion on the Railway Budget, 2004-05. | am
glad that despite several limitations, the hon. Railway Minister has presented a soft Budget without taking recourse
to hike in passenger and freight fares. It is really a customer-friendly Budget. The hon. Minister has proposed to
provide free travel facilities to unemployed youth who are coming to appear for interviews and also proposed to
extend concessions to widows of defence personnel killed in action and to deaf and dumb persons. The hon.
Minister has taken good care to protect the interests of the needy people and thereby has served a noble cause.
Even after making such concessions, he has been able to present an improvement in the operating ratio at 92.6 per
cent. After meeting the Railway dividend of Rs. 3500 crore and meeting the deferred dividend liability of Rs. 300
crore payable to the general revenue, the hon. Minister has shown a surplus of Rs. 873 crore in his Budget. This
shows a reasonably satisfactory performance in the Railway revenues. The hon. Minister has done well in
improving the catering system in the Railways and also cleanliness in the Railway stations and on trains and also



for introducing environment-friendly toilet systems. Thus, on the whole, the Budget would have a good impact on
the public in general.

Sir, having said that, | would like to refer to some of the chronic problems in the Indian Railways. During the past
some years, some of the major railway accidents took place and the Administration, unfortunately was unresponsive
to the sufferings of the people who met with accidents. Every time an accident took place, the Government was
ready with an explanation, convincing or otherwise. Sometimes the blame was on systemic failure and at other
times the blame was on sabotage, poor signalling system, unmanned railway crossing or over-aged rolling stock.
The reports of the various Committees and agencies set up to inquire into the cause of the accidents to fix
responsibilities continued to gather dust without being examined and implemented. None of the recommendations of
the Rakesh Mohan Committee or Justice Khanna Committee has so far been implemented. The result is that the
work of track renewal, technical upgradation, acquisition of new rolling stock and updating of outmoded signalling
system has not been attended to. Each of these has been a contributory factor for the railway accidents at one time
or the other. | expect that the hon. Railway Minister would make a serious effort to implement some of the
recommendations on a large scale in order to make railway journey more safe.

Sir, taking into account the constraint of time, | would like, in brief, to make some suggestions for improving the
efficiency of the Railways. The first and the foremost suggestion is that the Railway Administration should draw up
a scheme so that more and more goods and persons could be transported from one part of the country to the other
through the railway network instead of through the road network. For example, a lorry with a load of ten tonnes
consumes 400 litres of diesel to travel from Hyderabad to Delhi, whereas a train with a similar load consumes 40
litres of diesel to cover the same distance. The nation could save precious diesel and in that process a lot of foreign
exchange. Again, the wear and tear in case of the Railways is less and so also are accidents. Even time taken for a
train to travel from Hyderabad to Delhi, if the track is doubled, would be much less than that of a lorry.
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Then the number of accidents would be less. There are so many advantages. Unfortunately, the previous
Government gave preference to road transport and spent huge amounts of money on four way lanes, six way lanes
and so on. | think it is a grave mistake committed by the NDA.

In order to attract freight from road transport to rail, one should double the track. Doubling of the track should be
taken up as an urgent measure and on a war footing. Last year, we have done 300 kilometres of it. Shri Lalu
Prasad should at least do 10,000 kilometres of doubling every year. If you want funds, | will give you ideas.

Coming to electrification, | need not travel by air from Hyderabad to Delhi spending about Rs. 8000. If | can travel by
Rajdhani Express in 12 hours time, | would happily and comfortably sleep in the train spending Rs. 2000. The
Railways earn money and | save money by that. Doubling of the track should be done as an

urgent measure and it should be done on a war footing. Electrification of railway track should be done.

| have one more suggestion to make to the hon. Railway Minister. You would have seen military trucks being moved
on the trains. Why not the loaded lorry also be moved on the train? You are only putting a railway siding at the
railway station, to enable the lorry to come and sit on the goods wagan . The goods trains carries to the destination.
There lorry gets it down the train goes to the unloading point, unloads the goods and picks any other goods to new
point. After the loory getting loaded with new goods to the new destination it will again go to the nearest railway
station for onward journey. Tremendous traffic can be generated by this way and the Railways can make not Rs.
800 crore but Rs. 80,000 crores of profit. | am telling you this point. Yes, we need money for this. You may issue
Railway bonds. | would be your Advisor. Please issue Railway bonds. The public is eager to finance the Railways.
Definitely, you will be the major earner to the exchequer. In your tenure of five years - | bless you that you will be
here for five years — you should make the Indian Railways the biggest earner to the exchequer.

Thank you Mr. Railway Minister for listening to me. | thank the Chair for giving me an opportunity to make my
maiden speech as | am a first time Member.

SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY (DHENKANAL): Sir, long time ago, we used to hear a joke which said:
"STa T W AN H ofe], 79 b W faww # el
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So, we are sure that Laluji coming from the eastern part of the country, and the honourable Chairman also coming



from the Eastern part of the country, will not do anything that would affect the Eastern part. The States of Orissa,
Bengal, Bihar, Jharkhand and Chhatisgarh which have been consistently neglected by the Central Government of
the Congress Party will not continue to feel so. The time has come when the people of these States should feel
comfortable thinking that there is somebody who is looking after their interests. It is said that there are three ways in
life. They are the good way, the bad way and the railway. Shri Lalu Prasad has chosen the railway. So, we have
nothing to say about it. We can only do nepathya kolahala, that is, sit at the back and clap.

Shri Lalu Prasad has read out his Budget speech in Hindi. But the deletion of two '00's from his name — | do not
know whether the credit should go to vaastu or not — has deleted the woes from the hearts and minds of the people
of his constituency and his State. But Orissa has been burdened with more woes. Let the Minister prosper. We will
be happy about it. We have no problems. But let him look after Orissa also as part of this country which is not
evident in the present Budget which the hon. Minister has presented to this House. He has, in his Budget, given a
lot of importance to passenger security. |, as Editor of one of the Oriya newspapers, have written many editorials
about this. This issue concerns all of us in this House. Passenger security, till date, has been the least important
subject for the Indian Railways.

There is a lot of improvement in today's modern vehicles. If we see an automobile or an aircraft, you will see there
are constant developments. In an automobile, you have what they call air bags. If there is an impact, the driver gets
an air bag in front of his face. There are passenger cages. If there is an impact and even if the vehicle is crashed,
the passengers are saved because they are inside a cage. Similarly, in aircraft you have seats, linen and chadhars
which are fire retardant. So, if there is a fire in an aircraft, quite often you will see the airhostess lifts a pillow or lifts
a seat and puts it on the fire and the fire dies out. But unfortunately, the Indian Railways have not consulted any
foreign agency or they have not bothered to have an R&D Department which will update the coaches. Today we
might have a few more air-conditioned coaches than normal, but then the quality of the coaches is exactly the same
that we saw, may be thirty or forty or fifty years ago.

So, if the Minister is genuinely interested in passenger security, he should look into these basic things. It should not
be difficult for him. In the Budget it is mentioned that in 2003-04, all accidents, big and small, put together were
something like 325 in number. So, 325 mishaps per year average to about one accident per day.
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In that situation the Railway Ministry, the Railway Board and the authorities can easily do a survey, can easily do a
study and find out what can be done to safeguard the passengers. Nothing has been mentioned in the Budget.

So, it seems the Budget is a haphazard one and a lifeless one without the hon. Minister putting his heart into it. It
has been prepared by the bureaucrats and he has read it out. So, the idea of passenger security in coaches that do
not tolerate impact seems improbable.

We are also happy that the hon. Minister has tried to make the Railways more environment friendly. He has tried to
cut out plastics, thermocol and such items. Whenever we come by trains from Orissa to Delhi, on both sides what
we see is all dirty, filled with plastic and thermocol. So, it is a good thing. But we have to see what the former
Minister, Shrimati Maneka Gandhi mentioned about this. She has a point. She said that when you use the earth
from the surface you are damaging the soil. Moreover, the earthern pots are not bio-degradable. That is a
debatable point. | am not so knowledgeable about this. That should also be studied. It is a point that should not be
neglected.

We all are aware that in the development of the Railways, pensions are a big drain on the resources. In reality, to
modernise the Railways and to bring about a change, we have to do something about it, thereby making an impact
on the passenger and freight traffic. Something has to be done by which the Railways can unburden their pension
weight and thereby improve their performance by investing more money which is saved from this sector into
development of tracks, coaches, engines and the general traction system. These are a few points that | wish to
suggest to the Minister.

Sir, we are happy — | have mentioned happiness thrice already and this is the fourth time — that in his speech the
hon. Minister has specifically mentioned Orissa, Punjab and West Bengal as States which, he feels, have been
neglected in the past. It is a good thing that he takes cognisance of this fact and he is concerned about it. We
welcome his concern, but | will not defocus. Let me focus on Orissa specifically. If you see Orissa, it is a mineral-
rich State and surprisingly, - it is a fact which can be verified by anybody - the freight originating from Orissa gives
the Indian Railways an annual income of Rs. 3,500 crore. This figure has been consistently growing for the past
seven years. During the year 2003-04, it was Rs. 3,500 crore. It is not a small sum. No other State only in the sector
of freight traffic originating from it gives the Indian Railways Rs. 3,500 crore as far as my knowledge goes.

So, Orissa's contribution to the Railway kitty is massive. But in comparison, when you see the investment in Orissa,



it is really pitiable that we are badly neglected. For example, let us take the density of railway route length per
thousand square kilometres. In the State of West Bengal, it works out to 43.10 km. per thousand square kilometres.
In the State of Bihar, it is 30.40 km. The all India figure is 19.11 km. The State of Punjab is below the all India figure
and Orissa is below Punjab. In Orissa it is only 15.03 km. So, your density of railway route length per thousand
square kilometres is so low that you are not able to reach people.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please conclude soon.

SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY : Sir, | am representing BJD. You are representing a great party which fights for the
country. You cannot cut me short. Please give me more time.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: We have got one more Member to speak from your party.

SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY : Sir, | represent so many Members. | am the only speaker from my party and | am
speaking for the entire State of Orissa.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: All right. You may continue.
SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY : Sir, thank you for your kindness. | am grateful.

The NDA Government did start some very outstanding projects in Orissa, but the support that was to come would
have taken a little more time which the NDA Government did not get. But prior to the NDA Government, if you see
consistently, Orissa, for a very prolonged time, has had to face utter neglect and discrimination by consecutive
Central Governments specifically in the field of railways and this has damaged us so much that till date we are not
able to raise our head and equate ourselves with the rest of the country.

Sir, we were offered the East Coast Railway. Earlier, we had the South Eastern Railway which was headquartered
at Kolkata and it used to look after Orissa and areas right from Kolkata to Visakhapatnam. Then the East Coast
Railway was formed and it was headquartered at Bhubaneswar. But the East Coast Railway has not received any
support from the Union Government for the past so many years due to which the development has not been up to
the mark. This year, we have got Rs. 8 crore, but this amount is pittance when you are trying to set up an
independent railway zonal system. So, | would request the hon. Minister to specifically look into the East Coast
Railway and build it up so that Bhubaneswar also becomes an economically independent railway headquarter
which can support the Indian Railways on a larger scale.

Let me come down to a few specific trains, which need much attention. There is an 82-kms. long Haridaspur-
Paradip line which was sanctioned in 1996-97. Paradip is an economic centre. It is a port and development in
Paradip will not be limited only to Paradip town but it will affect the complete hinterland which will cover most of the
coastal districts of Orissa right up to the central part of Orissa, which | represent - my constituency Dhenkenal -
which is banked in the middle of Crissa. This line was sanctioned in 1996-97. It has only received a few lakhs of
rupees each year, by which the line has not developed.

Similarly, we have a train which is called the Inter-City Train, which is from Sambalpur to Bhubaneswar. The hon.
Minister has extended it up to Puri. The capital of the State is Bhubaneswar. Sambalpur is an important city of
Western Orissa. So, the connection between the two cities is the prime target of an Inter-city Express and extending
it up to Puri is a technically very wrong thing, which | vehemently oppose and | hope the hon. Minister would
reconsider it. Khurda-Bolangir was supposed to be a new line and we expected, at least, Rs.100 crore to be
sanctioned this year to be spent there. | would also like to bring to the notice of the hon. Minister that money in the
past has been given to the Railways in Orissa for development, but what is happening. Suppose a project gets
Rs.15 crore, they only spend Rs.5 crore or Rs.6 crore and at the end of the year Rs.9 crore to Rs.10 crore are
reverted back to the Central kitty. Again, the next year another Rs.10 crore is given, which again decreases, and
thereby no development is taking place.
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SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY : Sir, | will quickly read it out because you are not giving me time. The extension of
Sambalpur-Bhubaneswar Inter-city Express should not be done up to Puri. It should stop at Bhubaneswar. There is
a need to connect Puri to Panaji, which could be named Vaishali Express. It would attract tourists from Goa to
Orissa. We need a train from Puri to Jaipur in Rajasthan via Sambalpur, which would help traffic from North India. A
major part of Southern Orissa, namely the districts of Ganjam, Gajapathy, Rayagada, Koraput, Nowrangpur,
Malkangiri, Boudh and Kondaman, and Srikakulum district of Andhra Pradesh do not have a straight train
connection to Delhi. There are five Members representing these areas. | would request the hon. Minister of
Railways to have a train which should emanate from Behrampur to New Delhi.

East Coast Railway has sent in a suggestion to start Hirakud Express from Behrampur. Now, it is from



Bhubanewsar to Hazrat Nizamuddin, but it could start from Behrampur. It would connect Behrampur, that is,
Southern Orissa to New Delhi. Similarly, the Prasanti Maidan Express, which is presently plying between Vaizag
and Bangalore, could be extended up to Bhubaneswar or to Cuttack and that would connect Behrampur and
Southern parts of Orissa again to South India in a large way. One train Puri-Jaipur, Rajasthan via Sambalpur, which
could be twice a week and one Express train from Behrampur to Tatanagar.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please conclude now. It is not possible for me to give you more time.

SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY : On Rourkela, Raiganj, Paradip, Sambalpur, New Delhi line we need a train
through Sambalpur. The Ministry has given us three Rajdhanis starting from Bhubaneswar to Delhi thrice a week.
Now these trains come through Kharakpur, but what | would suggest is that there are three more trains which
should come through Dhenkenal, Angul, Sambalpur and Delhi starting from Bhubaneswar, that would make six
Rajdhanis per week and they would cover different parts of Orissa.

Tapaswini Express starts from Bhubaneswar to Sambalpur and it has been extended up to Hatia. | would suggest
that it does not exceed the boundaries of Orissa. Tapaswini Express, which earlier used to ply between
Bhubaneswar and Sambalpur, should stop at Rourkela and should not go beyond Rourkela.

2wy R (MR, RER) | Suread #ekd, Sl Yo HiAl N W1 Y duie IRd A w8, # S W eme R @ s A g X
o w39 A Pt sfifrar g € saferg &a f ¥ ard @ Qe =med €1 39 Y wam B F g8 W @ arwdn gl Srife @re] St B aw
9 919 & oy 9utd <7 € fF &9 | &, w9e! e § o figft 7 ugelt R ¥ Se-d | e 9 folRaw amor o g S gt et #

Ugell O H BT Aiwl e gl a8 g fog sfved &1 R a1 grmi &€ (aaum)
st arava Agdla (ASIYR) : I8 g90! 7ogd M &1 &€ (araum)

=t vy (& @ E, Augd @ 21 gifs <9 & «nT oust fafad wor ued wEl A @nEd A1 F =@rE O 6 Ut die a1 S Wsd @,
9 Wi # g aiferdt| €| (erawm)

=i e R : Rers § 7€ 2 Ia€| (aumE)

ot wgerer R - oy dre-die F Tl 9w Aol F A @ 1 B IR g @ 3| 5€! (aaum)

2 e TEIE A9 AR A1 g8t T8 9| &€ (=Eum)

=t WA (HE @ S U WY BT USH-UF I G 2| ALAl. W 436 B9 S /0T FA I8 A| I/ A0 A €| (FqwrE)
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Prabhunath Singh, please address the Chair.

it o] F1E ¥ He gAR TSt 81 €| (aum)

=t waee f&e 1A AR oft € oereft oft € ok gt oft €1 guferg fim # TR @ SER et agd @ g &€ (=au)
IUTENH HEIQY  THA TSAS 8 S| 3 w1 B 7

...(dTgM™)

=t e (HE W9 dre] St o @ES # T § %@ ¥ 79 SR 9 HH A el o {6 Wew H w19 @el B A ARy A |t St B
TAEPR BB AT ANV AR Ta ST =AY 79 TSGR D o1 aifeq | &€, (@aar)ama gl &€, (@@um)sma 92+ Fai 8 o 21 a€| (&
uUE)H g1 ArEa § 6 dre] Sft @1 U P & N9 g 78 oft fF Wi off @ @ 4 €1 s | 3t i @ fa w5 g s
A BT AT B AR Afp T AT B AT BN, gHD! A © fF ugelt IR 39 < A Ut "eAr vt 8, o TEl B WBR TS B ai
&1 3R SH T3EET B WHR B & 8 B AR WRBR B qHl GRETY 3T wra Ft I | g7 § T, e amea R A St & € 9

TRHR B M 8, Xt 39 | &€ (aum) s Hfave 36 & ava) 89 &1 Aded 21 3€| (sraur)
Sutens Heled : v fE oft, amw Yo aeie W der @ FIfte FiR|

-..(EgEE)

e BT HATad | as9 {3l au1 @6y wrd HAarerd |7 v {3t (Hiadt e ardia) - Suens wgied, JE
IR 8 W JufRra 78 €1 &€| (aur)

st gy g @ MU SUTeT & S 3T 21 MY A F1 B By | &€ (aEm)



Hiadt Y= ardle : Sureny ey, U8 e 91d 7El 2| A€| (Faur)

Iuredd Heled  w e Sfl, 8y Yt ave w aiferd|

st g (8% : SUTEE WEGy, Wed # o g g8 8, 99 99 W § da w1 g § 18 T aa 7 &% <@ g1 &€, (eum)
siadt W= urdla @ Surens #eiey, A Wew I8 Suflrd TE § gufy 9@ AW TE o anfev| &€, (@)
IUTEAE HERY [ A STH Ugel FE A B

st wsfta o fag AR (TR ¢ T T Pt Yot a9ie @7 R o ? A€ (aaur)

X goic AV | 514 D! 94l 8 a1 ggi SwaHt a4t ari| €| (FIuE)TE Y a9ie &1 9 o1 | 8€| (FauE) 99 98 ¥ g9 FI UK © Al 99 W
==t grftl &€| (aum)

it ot.gE. Tedl : I T Ted wel & 78€| (aur)
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: No running commentary, please. syt g sft, anu avie w aiferd|

... (sT9er)
SIS HEIEg : 1 g 9ew 9§ &% 3 @ fF 9% a9 ) 9|

= waTe f6E @ U8 Y9 a9t 1 € 7 YA q9E Bl 9@ § A7l € 6 Y g9 91 $1 Hier 8 9@ 81 89 U ara qul d@red & b PIg oft
AT B, I YA T 9 B I8 I ATTAINAS AT B, IH 9 B Y At 8 Forad 9 F1 M- T g1 81 51 XA A€ 37l # v M
& AN 3 IHIE U YA 99C B <Ed § 6 SR I HI R e, U9 &1 w1 e, Tadl R e Re 99 § 80 Ufawd U S UEd @
3aRRA aoe B FIEA B § T T8 TeHH TE B & B g A WA B ferR B TR FE B I oft Yo gore F Ol 9 and o
STt & WY 39 Bt ST B 918 WG, A9 B S B € g 3R S H wear 89 R e gfifhar ¥ w6 g Far firer| g ara oo} @
fé5 g7ei= mrer wrsT 3iR Arsht frvran wret TE el TP Y w9 gl qunE & € 5 gEw qewm ot @ Al B gt g8 81 afe et e
el 9o @ g 2 98 AfX Yo 39 < H ure &1 Hiar a9 S a1 Sl SEGT F T B, 39 W TR § s s B sova e ia€) (@
UE) 9 off, 39 W & 9uUTE < F1 T Fer € 5 e wfofear @ o fif¥a e atelt ) afes oo g € 1299 @) 9w £18€] (sraum)

Y1 &9 @ [ URaeT FawRl 8| A GolTs | ofdy I1H1 B UE SNTE | qEd o Ugam, foreH g6 w9y Yo § Q1 Hewqel farg | o w €
- U G SR GERT WA | A XA HAA St BT S qoie AT 8, IEH IBA 241 & B 2001-2002 B A& XA FHSARA A FHH o1 & IWIA
Fel € f& 2001-2002 # W&l 414 o1, ad 2002-2003 H 351 3 3N 2003-2004 H 325 31| TE 2003-2004 HT I8 FEAT & Wl T SR =
o TE BT 2l i I | TE WRHR I 2 AT 22 7, 2004 DI g @GR a9, 22 WS, 2004 S 1§ XA H FT HAG T, S TH oK I
I | 23 7Y - ATEER | 74T Qe B fidhe FHIAT Td I S YT BT TR ¢ T 87 § TFR| 25 A - FaG- AR fFam gaasy
AT | IRORA & 76 R A 96 B §9 gRI Fellg T3 AR FHSATIR -8 el 27 A - IS B e BRad1 Taaid d qoed
G 7 AT BT e AT T Yo Fa-3EFER B Mell ARG &l B &l | 29 73 - WHAR (IS H T A A ARDAT-THAYR SIHg,
TS AT B FeAcd! M W gFhl aH) A9 R &1l 31 7 - qd 7ed A9 H @FTR-a]asis &5 H e o)l o USH-Yan, (e & it
Pl AR-YIeHR il B9 el 3 57 - 9g ([AER) & HAisn o & e e A9 9 fFeftwad o aae gedi 7 qe-38 taaid @ aifai |
1 oG o9 | Aferb el 7 S - DU | Reehl A AD% 31 W@ AT B 15 R w¥ier I B U U | IR gHD BRT Reeh-apret
ATt ) By He Ml e & @ @ 81 g R Ayw-frarh aeh m & e e § wd wfhe & srur gari e | e arht gerdt
TS ¥ F2 TS| 9 T - BES-SHIYR TR H THX R %@ a1 ARl Bt (b TR SIS TR H SARI 7 Tilell ARBY T Y a1l 11 57 -
3 faeell 31 @ ol Tl B 96 A H AT o | ArEl B Jha | 396 7 avelt & urd Ryarerere et 9 31 ani Y oa 1) Te
U T §EY 1 Ul el | A eeArna |

wa ot e FAR ¥ 73 = A A e N e B A 5 A Aefrw FER B A T oRan| sl g fAgadat 1 qfS ) gon #
f& feasdal TR $U B S g BT AR Sl 8, 8 [F@HA1 DI G Ha1 g1 are], S, F91 ora & 6 oy favasst @t gon die & =&
BRI Bl IR Ab A Yol B Al ¥ SISl U U & 8, S99 A Al 89 Aeh 6 3R o &b | gorr e Hd 2 A1 b q DI
W ATET JATTHT G| & A B YADHANY &1 FH § B9 7 TeT3il § T 37| 39 B =1 39 geAd & wRe1 w16 R 18€] (@
EL1G))

i STe, WHIE : IS FEdW W A w9 I 2 sween ”RU (@)

=t AT (8% : &9 AU g 9rEd € 6 W "eAd U, ¥ # 3ME dRE B GG Bl § (Ve SRUT geAId Bl 81 B aR 94 XA
P TSI B S gE € A Hal T 6 AG Y B Ford TS wedt &



Qe AT o # S frieRal a7 @t st € 3 RmeaRar fifed s § St Earmt @t ord 81 S e S €, S <fea fear s
2 3R W1 99 FrER @l 8 €, ST SuH REDd fhal STal 21 89 99 fde &=a1 918d & 6 Rreier a7 & & w3 a8 f&fed fear
g f5 B & ReRR €1 8ie HHaiRal &1 3T 3@ iR a8 Rl &1 [pd o ot ff T gereil w sigw 78 evman s w@ai

W& % I B 97 8, §7 "Rl @ g4 79 @I ¢ oK A A FEd & fr A arawen @ ward vy WRER @1 gan 21 gran 2| e
A TR 3R D% THR aHT HaAH? 379 Aaeqei o1 a@dl 81 figR & g #3it &1 v qar9 omanl S9H &al T 6 Ya # sadt @
EHR W EHE el 2| e P R H Ab | TR 8, T UGl AT &H Pl d18d & (b od o0 WD T8 D W8l © [ 3R §9 qod & o
# gahelt 91 AT fFel TRE HT U BT U WRGR W AH W 7L & a1 g9 A Yo JA ot § e S 6 o veen s A
3mg e w5t € oy WAl F gREw FE B AU HE W o § wawen & o1 | €, 39 W I ¥ quie # gt a8 #1 &1 sw au #Hfig

5 <t et < # Fe € Se gREn @ fAy amg B erars w9, $i Hf aawen s ?
= el wETE @ 39 gwrE « g g sl

it AT (88 : g9 O T8 HEA 5 oY oA IRYIYE & ANl HI ..(JAUE) MY Hellg AN & ol 89 df Gale-gad € ¢ aifeh 31 gard
AT A 9, 9@ | IGIY a9 HH d H7 <A, A ARG IT61 a1a a1 7919 o1 3R T Hea At 78 A

S STe] HAIE : GA@ S A ATUBT TR 2| AT EA NUD! AT X2 B

it = (g : &9 9am 91ed € % olad ST & god W w3 g god! €1 1280 geg Ut g8 € wel didier dad wifd 9w 78 o
99 ABRRT Bt Frgfed @ ddg 7 oM w1 € % HaeTdiia Tl @ wefidar §t wret| g9 S a@red € 6 Saerefter Tl @t ggar @
BT T BAT 7 9 USl § R I PIS el A8l I 8| Bien TE a9, SHET Aded 3o & e 6 R dad Hifem ) gaRiise
B TG 3R g9-dE &1 "R A1, S9! Haedfie A € o B w1 €, 1Y oY SaTd # aargyn, 89 gAAT Ared | Afh gW dedl
5 gt SeleR e €, & e Adier B Fgfea Bt Mg ok aga @ Ut srre € wrel dae s T8 ot € @ wderor sa) el dad
i T8 € a8l etae ST 999 &1 &1 Har Y| M goie § Fe1 & 6 aad FIeeR ©iid o § o W & S A 3 iR FRER
af =erm T 2 3R AR P TR I 9w Bft A 77 Rived gER P wwd | G < 1 I I8 9 @ e R 9@ w9 ) wen
& IO1 T AT MG A Y A 9% S G IR T B 2004-05 H GR1 1 BT AT 37K I§ ST 6+ 2004-05 H GR1 &1 Sl & a1 AT, o,
B TN 39T qETS <911 S BT = X1 © 31 3l T qR1 &1 g1 & IR 3719 o1 §U & o 39 X fha1 WY 1 79 1 Hearsy| &9 Al 6
T I fhar Sy 7@ A T T 81 9 5 syt aeie wigAdt @ fierr 3R st avie &1 Wit e witon @ wa § @ 3§ Sl

it AATe] WHEIE : W W P IR H aIferg T
SUTETE HElEd : IS GHY THIG 8 <& 2

=t wry (&g TE 79 B9Yl EF I W o @ 21 §9-usE fime A wEra &) 1 giag, g9 aar aed B o e 4 g5 @ oL (@
agT)

SUTERE HElgd : YTt e & &l

st e (e R @ T, ava @ #) .. (eraur) om o @ weAr A # Brft € s foran man @ 6 Rewied wd Saerete el @t
T H o S @Y gl & & e

fp T8 o ugel | & &R M W o B @ 3R W WA W for@n g 81 39S 918 W 39 a8 BT WHE Sl 2| IHY FHad 991 AP 98l
B gfer B Bl 21 ITDT v | T8 AHE TS F ST 81 I 54 I wiervr R € a1 Afdwan w1 ff wfreror s R =y
3T HIA T &, SH W 31 g =y

Y Yo |EH 1S B 41 IS WA USRS SR E, N /A g AU A8 &1 A F DT AMNE HAT @A 6 uge ot R
¥ B3 Yo #ol gU 2| H fHet W AR TE o e, & oid Frgfe Bt ot a1 Rl 7 a9-a9 el § 9o 31 o wUY, AR
¥Y o Fgfaa o= Ry o 9| safag S99 gl # +ff Teast @1 wemer gt oSt ag S Afey| o 3T e i a8 B '@
A1 o7y ff FEAE | = el argd | ghiy onft ot Frgfda it wftean €, adt e < SR i AT QAT BRd € S B §, I SHIRT UHT AT
& for Tea<t T I N wH<At| 3@ H WHU AT e U I g SHS (Y 39 3701 B fHA €, H Ut gHD o 7= <@

i o], 9IS : 3% arell ara +ff 21

it AAT (8% : T Yo IO TN B U AW HIS-AIS TR 9 MY U AT § dicd W@ U 6 FH WhHU BT qMEY 999 BT BM d Y AT
2, TUY UH. 47 TTEl BT Ap BT BH 89 BT & Afp A1 U1 7T & 6 U8 U, 47 O IRed ga A | S arel [El 2 g
TE € O IS =0T ShaN 3R S H3 D (610 AT £ a1 SHB! AEEd § B f5a1 o € 5 o 3R 39 dexX § 91T @ a1 anus a¢ &1
JTUERUT FH o AT §6 ORE Bl el WRrR fER 3R IR 489 7 kit €1 3R T |l W) =1 8 &% 01y o 89 &ad & & oy
=2 f59 TRE &1 ST 1 o, A H TGt Tl g8 Al o9 IR AT /D! IS e qrid |

# 3id # UH-Q) 1 HEDY U AT FHIG B | ATe], St I (0 Yol e H WU § AR 6= B G0N B 8| 310 7ol R o=l B
IUANT HRA B a1 I e | € 991 el A g1 AT B g v e 81 A 5l W anEm 7€ a) @ € i A wen e § 5 @

3R & BT HRCR B I1ed Sl & AN S & | S0 Hel ¢ [ TeDhIRar F gu o, &t il 71 711 ¢ & a9 9= ared wifa & vl &
T YT B AT H¥l, S FHBT IAET B & 3T ITd gRT G147 3NT Heal, TE T ITIANT ¥ord H HY| FEHIRGT BT Y al 9 <0 H

faw a1 & ok Swat HHt 2| guaferg St e St S iEt A A ofik Tl @ qu Frarer B o SR T € ST SuE Yerd 7w,
AT & TEEh 6 oMy 99 ® wiy #f = e ¥ €| g avE ¥ oA fiedl & ocdw @t 91 wE & 1 Yo F Fogs &1 s fmar sem) F &,
. # "ouids” FHER 39 # 3@ e o 6 qond A 7 g et & pees ag o @ € @ @ 5 e Je SH@t Wil omyfif adf |



Bt &1 MUY =Y & H¥R & gRT 81 ¥ 1Y ¢ G4 BT Y] ¥od H 81| 59 79 3797 w419 § aF qan] & fa 7a & Fr 9 Yo
sftrmRal ¥ A Fogs AR oMYT F 2, oFR & 1 2 Y T ST A D Wi o= g

Sureaer Sft, g9 U fiT fasmafien teae 9 off 3 3| I R g 91 oft 1 T IR ¥ 98 Pogs W A ST @1 AT Il IR ¥ 98 §ER
Fusl & TR R 3 oft| o a1 5 @ = @ D) SHT FEn fF e wt € Adty wret @t @ wnffes @ e 7 2 < g XSt 7 |
e, At iR fifte ATt g <@ 21 A aw wa Al @ gl © e § @ ety T % e At @ Hidra et @ feae | g
=fegl

T @ ¥g 2 5 o fhame aren e 2 a8 o @ S @ @ gan 21 T At Aty g St | ft §9 w9 &1 e v on
AP 3 7 FR wB A e iy, Senfa, @e], e auf, Tt Ft @ F A= @ el B S s 25 g siervr A @ S A
g 30 wferera &R difY afe e ot &1 faraen fierm g9 fafa & <ifvrg) =€ o 37 9o +ft sgsie 8 ool a8 e et geme #
o5 sy wierera fifeaa @ difog aife g8 a1 sgve 89 3 99 9@ | o1 [Afvaa o) v fF sreadwast 1 feaen faerm

MEd I, wei-Ta TRE B A S ad © A T B HraaT R wgR 98 Fa9 3 Sy | SR Five f g @9 € Af @ we €
5 &9 wooft o7 | =& o SgA | 39 IwD g g sao Heargd|

et g, Al & foy deve & wHa Sl e dfhe Tt F o &1 gen @ 2 IWSHT Taad IuA T8 B4 =Ryl T8 A1 S A uge &
foe 7d =i € 9% g Ut =on oAt W YR BT HH S| THAY T G B YR g R S Aty & daa 9 A & 3w g
TET HT AT TS WD I 5 B NG S 32 B | A FEBL 8 ATl S IS garE I § q1 |y f Ay Surens wered S w o g
a5 Td € 5 9 o e @ forg W R

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Khagen Das has requested to lay his speech on the Table of the House. | have
permitted him to lay his speech.

*SHRI KHAGEN DAS (TRIPURA-WEST) : Sir, while participating in the discussion on Railway Budget for the year
2004-2005 at the outset | would like to draw the attention of the hon'ble Railway Minister that | have come from a
region which is most backward in respect of communication even after 56 years of Independence.

While making observation, | appreciate the bold announcement of the Railway Minister with regard to forward
looking steps like modernisation, e-procurement, transparency in disposal of Scraps and other things and
enhancing safety, amenities etc. But the Railway Budget has not assessed key issues like structural reforms and
financial management of its resources. Further, | hope the promises made by the Minister will be implemented in
due course.

Coming to the North-Eastern Region and Tripura in particular, announcement of the Minister in the budget, certain
specific demands of Tripura have been duly addressed.

The people of Tripura and the State Government have been demanding completion of Railway line for Kumarghat
to Agartala in a time-bound manner. The progress of the work is slow and the work needs to be expedited. |
understand that about 85% of the formation work in this sector is complete barring the tunnels. The Minister of the
earlier Government openly announced in December 2002 that the construction of tunnelling work (which is a critical
one) between Manu-Agartala would be completed within 37 months. But it is unfortunate that the progress is not
upto the mark. Special care should be taken to start the work in full swing so that it can be completed within the
scheduled time.

Work of ballasting and procurement of other materials like concrete sleepers and track materials should be
commenced immediately. All such materials are to be brought from outside the State by road only. The road
remains intermitantly closed during the monsoon. So action may be taken immediately to commence such works so
that the Project is completed in time. Railway Minister's announcement to make a specific time-frame for completion
of the work is highly appreciated.

There has been a long standing demand from the State Govt. as well as the people of the State of Tripura for
further extension of Railway line from Agartala to Subroom - which will bring in economic development of the

region. This line will also have international importance as the Belonia Station of Bangladesh is less than two
kilometres from the proposed Indian Belonia Station.

Similarly, 'Dhun' Railway Station of Bangladesh will be less than 15 kms. from our proposed Subroom Railway
Station. The entire North-East Region can be accessed to Chittgong Port which is only 75 kms. from Subroom
through Subroom and Belonia. This will have a tremendous impact on the economy of the region.

The hon'ble Minister announced in his budget that the survey work relating to Agartala Subroom Railway line will be
updated. | strongly urge that the work should be expedited. | also request the Railway Minister to lay the foundation
stone of the Project during this financial year.

The other Project relating to connect Agartala with Bangladesh at Akhaura (12 kms. only) may also be followed up
by the Ministry of External Affairs. The Preliminary engineering cum traffic survey of the 5.4 km. on the Indian side



has been completed. This is an important Project for increasing trade and commerce between the two sides. Other
than this, the people of the State and lower Assam region are now required to move through circuitous route via
North Bengal to go to Kolkata, the gateway of Eastern India or other places of the country taking at least 48 hours
times. Once these lines are made through the distance between Agartala and Kolkata can be covered within less
than 12 hours. | request the Railway Minister to take up this issue with his counterpart in Bangladesh through the
Ministry of External Affairs.

There has also been a long demand for introduction of a pair of well maintained express trains between Manu and
Lumding. At present, the express train which is in operation regularly makes abnormal delay and in the way the
passengers are being suffered a lot for availing of connecting train from Lumding.

Passenger amenities are also seriously lacking in this train. The seats of the train are damaged, windows are
broken, toilets are without any light and water. | request the Minister to direct the N.F. Railway authorities to
immediately remove all the problems faced by the passengers.

Another important issue | want to raise is that, Tripura being situated at the furthest corner of N-E region and all the
essential commodities and construction materials which are to be brought from outside the State, is facing serious
shortage of wagons for transportation of all these materials. The Members of Parliament as well as the State
Government have brought it to the notice of the Railway Minister but without any result. It is also demanded to
provide better quality of rolling stocks for goods trains. | request the Railway Minister to personally intervene in the
matter to sort out the problems.

| hope that the United Progressive Alliance Government will fulfil its commitments in regard to completion of Projects
and programmes announced in the budget to meet the needs and aspirations of the people of the State.

With these words | conclude.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Yogi Aditya Nath, please wait for a minute. If the hon. Members of the House agree,
then | will extend the time of the House till Shri Yogi Aditya Nath finishes his speech.

SHRI BIKRAM KESHARI DEO : Yes, Sir. Let the time of the House be extended till his speech is over.
SHRI HARIN PATHAK (AHMEDABAD): Sir, let him continue and conclude his speech today itself.
SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS : Yes, Sir. Let him continue.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The rest of the speeches will be delivered tomorrow.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Ram Kripal Yadav, please. Let him finish his speech.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned to meet again tomorrow at 1100 a.m.
18.07 hrs.
The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock
on Thursday, July 8, 2004/Asadha 17,1926 (Saka).







