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Title: Discussion on the Demands for Supplementary Grants (General) for the year 2000-2001 and Demands for Excess Grants
(General ) for the year 1997-98. (Not concluded)

MR. CHAIRMAN: The House shall now take up tems 9 and 10 together.
Motions moved:

"That the respective sums not exceeding the amounts on Revenue Account and Capital Account shown in
the third column of the Order Paper be granted to be President out of the Consolidated Fund of India, of
certain further sums necessary to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during the year
ending 315t day of March, 2001 in respect of the heads of Demands entered in the second column
thereof, against Demand Nos. 1, 3, 4, 6, 8, 11, 13, 25, 40, 45, 54, 58, 63, 64, 68, 69, 71, 73, 78, 79, 81,
85, 87, 95 and 96."

"That the respective excess sums not exceeding the amounts shown in the third column of the Order
Paper be granted to the President out of the Consolidated Fund of India to make good the excess on the

respective grants during the year ended 315! March, 1998 in respect of the following Demands entered in
the second column thereof:-

Demand Nos. 14, 47 and 80. "

* Moved with the recommendation of the President.
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SHRI RUPCHAND PAL (HOOGLY): Sir, the first batch of Supplementary Demands for Grants for the current
financial year has been presented. A gross additional expenditure of Rs. 2,536.66 crore has been proposed
although the net outgo would be to the tune of Rs. 632.99 crore. The rest would be made up through savings of the
concerned departments by enhanced receipts or recoveries totalling Rs. 1903.55 crore.

Sir, there is a proposal of Rs. 152 crore as Budgetary support to seven PSUs. They are MAMC, NBCIL, RIC,
TAFCO,Wagon India Limited, BPMEL and TCIL. There, all the support is not as a support to the revival package,
but that is for the purpose of winding up these PSUs and for offering voluntary retirement packages. Although the
Expert Committee has categorically stated that they never recommended winding up, they had recommended that
they should be properly studied and ways can be found out for reviving them. It is not being done. These units, with
enough potential for revival, being as part of disinvestment, are being wound up.

Sir, when we were discussing the disinvestment a few days back, we had asked a question which, | think, is yet to
be answered. The reform process was started during the period of Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao. We had asked a
question then. What were they doing in the form of strategic sale? They were selling in the name of disinvestment,
more than 81 per cent. It is not disinvestment, and never the Congress had - that was their argument&€”any such
idea. Now, we find that various profit making units have been sold out.

Sir, here is a proposal that money is being provided for winding up. | am asking a question. According to the
Government Reports, Rs. 1,736 crore are statutory dues in the form of due wages, salaries, Provident Fund, etc.

The dues of the Central PSUs in the form of salaries are only Rs.386 crore. | am making a reference to some of the
PSUs. These are: RIL, Cycle Corporation of India, Refractories Unit of Burn Standard, National Instrumentation and
Jessop. For the last six months, they are not getting their statutory dues and many employees and workers are
virtually starving. May | ask the hon. Finance Minister which this budgetary support contains this amount of money
which is the statutory dues to these people. They are not being provided these dues and for the last six months
they are not getting their salary. Now they are on the verge of starvation.

My second query is, how much of this amount from the budgetary support, which is being provided, is going for
revival — if there is any — and if that is there, what is the quantum of that? Bharat Ophthalmic need Rs.20 crore and
there was an assurance from the Government side that the Government is seriously considering the revival of
Bharat Ophthalmic. A small amount is required for this good public sector unit with a potential to survive with a little
support from the Government. What is the amount being proposed as a budgetary support and is there any
consideration on the Government side for the rehabilitation of this too?



An amount of Rs.150.70 has been proposed as equity support to Hindustan Machine Tools Ltd. This is a good
thing. But for the revival of the HMT, the sum required is more than what is being proposed. Would the Finance
Minister explain in detail about their idea, about how they propose to revive this particular unit?

There is another amount which is going as support to the fertiliser units. They are: Hindustan Fertiliser, the
Fertiliser Corporation of India and the Pyrites and the Phosphate Chemicals Ltd (PPCL). My query is, is it for the
Namrup unit under the Hindustan Fertiliser and the Sindri unit under the FCI? If that is so, what about Durgapur? |
am told that there is a consideration in the Ministry that after the creation of the Jharkhand State, there is a demand
that Barauni being a very important unit in the fertiliser sector, it should be helped adequately. It is a very welcome
demand and I am in full support of such a thinking. But what

about Durgapur? If Barauni is being considered or can be considered because of a new situation that has been
created as a result of this reorganisation process, then Durgapur should also be considered because Durgapur is a
very important unit, rather that is the only unit producing urea.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Just a minute, Shri Rupchand Pal. At four o'clock, we have to take up the other business. So, you
can continue later on.

SHRI RUPCHAND PAL : Okay, Sir. Thank you.



