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Title: Further discussion on flood and drought in various parts of the country raised by Shri Ajay Singh Chautala on
the 25.7.2002. (Concluded)
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* SHRI CHANDRA VIJAY SINGH (MORADABAD) : Sir, | share the anguish and concern of the nation regarding the
prevalent conditions of drought. The Uttar Pradesh Government has been acting in a most insensitive manner on this
issue,

Most sugar mills owe farmers' crores of rupess; diesel prices are high; fertilizers are expensive. Yet no effort is being
made to reduce diesel prices; increase subsidies on fertilizers or induce mill owners to pay farmers.

Selection of drought prone districts is being done, not on the basis of rainfall received, but on political considerations.
For example, Moradabad has been left out and neighbouring Bijnor and Rampur included in that list.

Farmers are being jailed because of recovery of dues from them cannot be undertaken. The Government should
intervene, stay all recovery of arrears; stop harassing farmers; subsidise diesel and fertilizers and declare my district,
Moradabad as drought prone - if not, the whole of Uttar Pradesh.

*Speech was laid on the Table of the House.
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SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI : Sir, through you, I have a suggestion to make to the hon. Minister and he could
refer it to the hon. Prime Minister in view of the gravity of the situation. Every now and then, there is a natural
calamity. The Minister of Home Affairs is extremely preoccupied to safeguard the interests of the nation. They are
concerned with the maintenance of internal security and fighting of cross-border terrorism. | would like to suggest
that the relief measures and the natural disaster should be dealt with separately by an independent desk without
clubbing it to the Ministry of Home Affairs. He could talk to the Prime Minister about this suggestion. The Ministry of
Home Affairs is over-burdened. How could that Ministry deal with it? ...(Interruptions)
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*Speech was Laid on the Table of the House.

THE MINISTER OF WATER RESOURCES (SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | am thankful to
you that you have given me this opportunity to intervene in this particular debate, which is very much important for
all of us. More than 57 hon. Members of Parliament have participated in this debate till today. So, | am thankful to
you as well as to all the hon. Members who have participated and given valuable suggestions.

| would try to deal with some of the many important points raised because it would be very difficult on my part to
reply to each and every Member for whatever points he has raised. Of course, | consider it very important. Still |
would try to deal with some of the important points.

We all know that ours is a vast country. Our population is above one billion. The total area of our country is also
more than 329 million hectare. Roughly, it has also been seen that floods or drought affect every year our country.
That is the problem. We all know about it. This has been highlighted by all the hon. Members here.

At the outset, | must admit and say that out of 40 million hectare of land that are prone to floods, only 32 million
hectare of land could be protected with reasonable measures that can be taken by the Government. Since
Independence till today, we have tried to protect about 16 million hectare of land. So, you could imagine that there
is still enough left for protection against the floods.

As | have said earlier, it is also not possible to provide all flood prone areas necessary protection. Not only the
Central Government has tried to protect the flood prone areas, but the Governments at the State level have also
tried it. In response to the State Governments, the Central Government has provided funds so that a reasonable



degree of protection could be provided to the people.

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI : Are you ready with the Flood Management Policy during the Tenth Plan? If that
information is not available today, you could provide it to the House later on.

SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI: I have just now started. | would try to dwell on the point that you have raised.

We all know that management of floods is the primary responsibility of the State Governments. As | have stated
here, the Central Government supplements the efforts made by the State Governments.
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SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI: Sir, | have just started. Whatever points the hon. Member has raised, | will try to
reply to them. But we all know that the funds being released from the Centre are left to the State Government to
utilise it. Of course, there are particular category of programmes, like Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme, on
which the Central Government has the power to monitor. But more than that the Central Government cannot
interfere every now and then in the functioning of the State Government. We all admit it and it is the practice that
whatever funds are being released from the Centre, it is up to the State Government to utilise and send the required
utilisation certificate to the Central Government.

As has been mentioned by my colleague, who has just now spoken...(Interruptions)
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SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI: Hon. Member, Shri Prabhunath Singh has raised a very valid point and really every
year the Governments of Bihar, UP and West Bengal are being affected due to floods in different rivers originating
from Nepal as well as Bhutan.

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI : Bangladesh also!

SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI: Yes, Bangladesh also, from all the neighbours situated in North. We are all here
and we know that this is a very important issue. We are having interaction with these countries, like Nepal, Bhutan
and Bangladesh, but we cannot directly hold discussions with them. We try to contact them and our efforts have
been continuing since long. We have been trying our best and | would like to inform the House that at least with
Nepal we have signed Mahakali Treaty for Pancheshwar Dam Project. We are holding discussions with them for
Kosi Dam Project.

No doubt, this is a tricky issue because even inside our country we are unable to reach an understanding so
smoothly to share surplus water. So it is very difficult to have an understanding with another country for a particular
project and in a specific period of time. But our efforts are always on and we are trying our best, especially with
Nepal and Bhutan. We are trying to achieve an understanding so that the projects, especially as | have just now
mentioned, Kosi Dam Project and Pancheshwar Dam Project, are completed within a timeframe. We are also trying
to have an understanding on the rivers originating from Bhutan and Bangladesh so that we can build a reservoirs to
control the floods afflicting different states.

We all know that inside our country, whenever any multi-purpose project is undertaken or is being executed , many
problems are associated with it. Submergence of areas is a problem and people get affected due to this. We have
problems inside our country and that Nepal too has its own internal problems.

Recently, the Prime Minister of Nepal, Shri Deuba visited India. | have had meetings with him and at the Prime
Ministerial level too we have had discussions.

Unfortunately, in Nepal, they have their internal problems now. The internal problem because of Maoist insurgency,
etc. Law and order problem is there. Emergency has been declared there. Whatever efforts we have taken are
being nullified. It is being stopped where we have left. So, we are trying to achieve some kind of an understanding
and in fact, we have achieved in signing the treaty to implement Pancheswar Dam Project.

Similarly, with China, recently we have signed an MoU in respect of rivers originating from China so we can have
advance warning regarding impending floods. It is flood forecasting system we have achieved.



Similarly with Bhutan, we are having ...(Interruptions)

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI : | agree with you. | sincerely appreciate your efforts. Do you not agree to a fact
that technically many rivers in many parts of the country, especially in West Bengal, silt deposited year after year is
so serious? Unless a proper dredging at the point where the river merges is not done, in spite of all your efforts, you
cannot manage floods. | know that in my State, three rivers = Mahananda, Nagar and Bagirathi - are flooded
because of silt deposits. No technical planning is done how to get at silt deposits. Why are you blaming others?
...(Interruptions)

SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHL: It is a fact that the riverbeds have been desilted up. As a result, more and more
floods are occurring in different parts with much intensity. For that reason, in my Ministry we have appointed an
Expert Committee to study the problem of different rivers in the whole of India to report to us and take remedial
measures. We have constituted this Committee just six months back. They have not yet submitted their report.
When the report comes, we will certainly take decisions with the co-operation of the State Governments.

Sir, you will appreciate the efforts that we take at the Centre. Unless we get all kinds of co-operation from the State
Governments, it becomes sometimes difficult to act in a very quick or a prompt way. So, we have been trying
...(Interruptions)

SHRI AMAR ROY PRADHAN (COOCHBEHAR): Mr. Chairman, Sir, the Minister has referred to Indo-Bhutan Joint
River Commission. | would like to know from the Minister the latest progress on this. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI: Sir, as regards the progress, as | have stated earlier, inside the country, it is very
difficult to achieve or to have an accord in regard to sharing of water. We are dealing with a neighbouring country.
Certainly they are a sovereign country. And to begin a discussion with them, it requires time. We cannot achieve it
in one discussion. We are certainly moving in that direction. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI AMAR ROY PRADHAN : Are we having a talk with Bhutan? ...(Interruptions)
SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI: Yes, we are having a discussion with Bhutan at the official level. ...(Interruptions)
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SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI: Sir, | appreciate the concern of not only Shri Prakash Mani Tripathi but also all the other
Members who are present here.
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DR. SUSHIL KUMAR INDORA (SIRSA): She has rightly said. You are saying that this is a national disaster.

SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI: Please allow me to speak. | can reply to them one after the other. If so many
guestions are asked at a time, how can | deal with them?

So far as Nepal is concerned, | have already pointed out here that we are having constant interaction with the
Government of Nepal. We have certainly progressed a lot. But | have already stated about the Mahakali Treaty and
the decision to prepare the Detail Project Report (DPR) to execute the Pancheshwar dam project. DPR is to be
completed by June 2002.
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SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI: We are having constant interaction with the Government of Nepal. That is why, we
could sign Mahakali Treaty to implement the Pancheshwar dam project. Similarly also, we are having constant
interaction with the Government of Nepal how to achieve an understanding with the Nepal Government to protect,



Sir, your State of Bihar, specially from Koshi, Samkoshi as well as Athuvara group of rivers. We are having
interaction, but you will appreciate it takes a lot of time. We have also our own problems. They have also their own
problems. They will certainly consider every aspect before signing or arriving at a decision. So we are trying to
achieve break through in this kind of a dialogue.

Whatever hon. Member, Shri Prakash Mani Tripathi has stated here, inside the State, the project is to be executed
or is to be considered by the Centre , the States have to send it. The concerned State Government has to send the
project report to the Centre. Unless they send, the Centre cannot intervene and cannot say you send this. So we
have a very delicate check and balance. Unless we follow that, there may be any number of conflicts and
misunderstandings. He has mentioned why we are not bringing surplus water from the surplus basins to the deficit
areas. But this is also a very ticklish problem. The river passes through many States.

SHRI LAKSHMAN SINGH (RAJGARH): Can | interrupt? ama St s @& @ € W) wed fafaa g1 aeier off, i 39 & wae w3
% €, I8 Sl B.q. 79 Bt RAre gt oft 5 dm-wad fore woree = the National Water Development Agency had already
done the survey. s7&t RaTE @i =& 3w § o &1 @ RAE g @ <@ 2

SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI: No.

SHRI LAKSHMAN SINGH : There is no mention of that report. We would like to know whether it is possible or not.
S WX d1e} 8, 98 o wWabanl sl...(/nterruptions)

SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI: No, | am coming to that. Please give me some time. He has now rightly mentioned
and Madam Jas Kaur Meena also mentioned it. While speaking on the debate, the former Prime Minister, Shri Deve
Gowdaiji also mentioned it. | consider and admit that the only solution to the flood and drought in the country is to
have the transfer of water from the surplus river basins to the deficit region. Unless that is done, inside the country,
flood problem cannot be addressed.. Similarly also, drought problem in the country cannot be dealt with.

We have a problem and we have also the National Perspective Plan to address it. It was framed in the year 1980.
Under the National Perspective Plan, the National Water Development Agency had been constituted, it is on the
job. They are studying every link, proposal how to bring water from the River Brahmaputra. to Ganga and
Mahanadi...(Interruptions)

=t et fae : ROE a1 &t € @ tew W IRag, ge @1 *& 21 Let him make it public. Let the House know; let the country know.

SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI: Please let me complete. You are a senior Member of this House. ...(Interruptions)
SHRILAKSHMAN SINGH : | am a junior Member.

SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI: The pre-feasibility studies of the link canals have already been completed by the NWDA.
Similarly, we have completed the feasibility studies for six out of thirty links. The NWDA envisaged for the transfer of
water from surplus basin to the deficit.

SHRILAKSHMAN SINGH : Make it public.
SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI: When | am stating here, | am making this public. This is the highest body.
SHRI LAKSHMAN SINGH : We want to see the report.

SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI: It will certainly be placed on the Table of the House. The people at large would certainly
know.

SHRI LAKSHMAN SINGH : When?
SHRIARJUN CHARAN SETHI: Unless the DPR's are completed, that cannot be placed on the Table of the House.

Under the National Perspective Plan, thirty links have been suggested. Pre-feasibility studies have been completed and
feasibility studies are now going on. | should say and appeal to you and to all hon. Members present here that we who
represent different States should at least for the nation's sake agree that surplus water - whatever surplus we have in a
particular river, say, Brahmaputra, Ganga or Mahanadi - should be transferred to the deficit region. Unless States are
agreeable to this, it is very difficult on the part of the Central Government to direct anything. This is a very delicate
balance we have to maintain. Under the Constitution, water is a State subject and certainly the States will raise an
objection as to why the Centre is interfering. So, there are a number of difficulties. Fortunately, as has been mentioned by
Shri Lakshman Singh as well as the former Prime Minister Shri H.D. Deve Gowda, we are on the job but unless all the
States are agreeable it would become very difficult for us. Some States say, "There may be surplus water in a particular
river today but thirty years later there many not be any surplus.’ So, there are many complexities. | am very much for this
inter-basin transfer of water resources. Unless that is done, the flood and drought problem in the country cannot be
solved.



Hon. Shri Ajay Singh Chautala, while initiating this debate, has made certain points. He has raised a point that many
projects are lying incomplete for ten to twenty years. It is a fact but we are providing funds under the Accelerated
Irrigation Benefit Programme to the State Governments to help completion of projects continuing since long. Under this
Programme, | am happy to inform this House that since 1996 till today we have provided Rs.8,400 crore to different States.
Similarly, under the direction of the hon. Prime Minister of India, this year also, we have selected some fast-track projects,
which could be completed within one year or two working seasons. We will provide 100 per cent loans to these projects
but unless projects are identified by the State Governments and sent to the Centre, how can we help the States
ourselves? Under this Programme, we are trying to help State Governments complete all the projects that are lingering
for several years.
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SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI: He has referred about SYL. &€| (Interruptions) On these issues, the Supreme Court
has already given its judgment. We will certainly abide by it and we will honour it. So, | should not say anything
further on this. ...(Interruptions)

Sir, some of the hon. Members have raised the point about depletion of ground water. It is really a matter of concern
for all of us. This has happened because of at-random exploitation and extraction of ground water. So, to regulate
and or control the at random exploitation or extraction of ground water, we have circulated model Bills to the States.
But, | am sorry to say that the response from the States is not at all encouraging. A few States have certainly
enacted laws to regulate this extraction of ground water. But that is not enough. We are pursuing with them. Unless
the legislation is brought forward to control the extraction of ground water, it will be very difficult not only today but
also for future years to come.

Sir, | should not dwell more on this thing. However, whatever points are left, | will certainly write to the hon.
Members.

Sir, with these few words, | think, | have done my job.
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