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Title: Regarding reported cases of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) in the country .
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SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI (RAIGANJ): Mr. Speaker, Sir, the hon. Health Minister on the last day of the first
half of the Budget Session made a very good statement on this and she also had elaborated on the arrangements
that have been made to take care of this problem.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, | would like to appeal to all Members of the House, cutting across Party lines on this issue, that
we should not unnecessarily create panic that would adversely affect the Indian economy and particularly the
tourism sector. The care that should be taken by the respective State Governments in co-ordination with the
Central Government should be more effectively implemented.

It is a fact that a few cases have been reported in places like Goa, New Delhi and Pune and those are being taken
care of by the respective State Governments and the Union Government. What | would like to urge upon the
Government of India today is that already three nations under the ASEAN and China have been badly affected by
this disease and no less than the Prime Minister of Singapore has stated that it is the worst crisis in Singapore.

| do want that in India all the political parties, Members and the Government, cutting across the party-line, should
not be swayed emotionally by the campaign and panic of SARS to such a degree that might endanger our own
economy, understanding and tourism. At the same time, | appeal to the hon. Minister that in specific cases detected
by Goa, Pune and Delhi, she may kindly inform in general as a caution. The Minister said in her last statement that
good supportive treatment has been found effective in many cases. That particular supportive treatment - either the
name of a capsule or other medicine — may be quietly communicated on the TV and media throughout the country,
so that rumour mongers will not create any problem, and at the same time, healthcare will be taken to the extent
possible. | would like to know from the Union Minister whether she has formed the kind of Control Room to monitor
the whole thing right from the Airport immigration to Seaport immigration up to reporting to the State Government.
That will suffice for the moment.
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SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY (CALCUTTANORTH WEST): We have no doubt that one of the most efficient
Ministers in the country, Shrimati Sushma Swaraj, is well aware as to how to tackle this problem. | was travelling

from Singapore on 13" April. Sir, you will be shocked to knowa€! ...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Are you coming from Singapore? If you are coming from Singapore, then | should consider
seriously whether you should be permitted to attend the House!

SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY : Sir, in the 'J' class of the Indian Airlines, there were only two passengers. Myself
and my wife were travelling in the Indian Airlines from Singapore to Bangkok, and from Bangkok to Kolkata, there
was a huge load because people were trying to come over from there.

Sir, the total system of medical treatment in the airports has to be strengthened because this disease is normally
coming from different parts of Bangkok, Hongkong, Singapore and other affected areas.

| would urge the Government that they should be cautious from the very beginning because the Indian economy, as
Shri Suman was saying, is really going to be affected or it might have been affected. The affected parts of the
disease is totally a vacant land. | hope the hon. Health Minister would efficiently deal with the problem and succeed
in the treatment process and report to the Housea€]...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: | am sorry to say that | would not allow many Members to speak on the issue.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI K. YERRANNAIDU (SRIKAKULAM): Sir, on behalf of my Party, | would like to associate myself with what Shri
Dasmunsi and other Members who spoke on this issue.

MR. SPEAKER: Yes, you may associate with them.
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SHRI K. YERRANNAIDU : Mr. Speaker, Sir, | would like to raise an important matter.

MR. SPEAKER: | have not yet started 'Zero Hour'. | have allowed the issue of SARS as an exceptional case. Now
we have to take up Calling Attention.
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